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emal st
» 1o ﬂhblénﬂa fugeﬂtomun
§op, all) thyngif thatt ben comel

tible of holfomenanune he

Q9D FHonkyd be god

C@ our gHorious

—— fadir and foun -

der and former of heven
and, of erthe, and of alle
thyngis that i kym is
that he wolde fochesaue of
his glorious god hed for to
make so mony thyngs of du -
wers vertw for mankynd. 10
for ke made alle Gy ngus for
to be abedient & soget to mare.
For alle thynges that ben comes-
tble of holsome nature he

oaxpnd ht/t! fop manys fufly
nang M’olall (0 he hath pift
o man Wittys and ©
ofdpils thyngys ed corki-
16 by thewwlidyewvemay
tranagluﬁ tn® woozite to
getew ouriyupngs o make
s thingps goddE plo
fang and alfo fop ot efeand

/

Thewhiche thingis
17 fiholte veherle hem Tt
Were tolonge o telle and to
ptewharfp Ywolt lene-
but § chall! (chawe pou fome

ordeyned kit for manys susty=
nawns. And allso he hath yif

to man willys and connynge

of dyuers thyngys and craf-
tys by the whiche we may
brauayle in this worlde to 20
gete w't our lyuyng to make
divers thingys to goddis ple-
sans and also Pr our ese and
profyt. The whiche thingts
if I scholde rekerse hem hit
were to longe to telle and to
wryte, wherfor I wolle leve,
but I schalle schewe yow some




fhwqtfs’tn fczyl;o and v phat

- wple the faeng ofl Gametop

ﬁr&z kegame and Yvho ¥
ye fonnrs therof and ofi

BTM araftig mo a8 hitigno -
7 vy 7 bybill and m ofhue’

aad craffism the Yool ¥ vee
Harite founte. endn efeaglV!
fop Yo 18 canler of all’ 16 to
fep ¥ Tuensg of Gametry of all’
other § be.the Wlyidhe Ay (o
8 Em called Hyue. asfor y

Erfte 718 mlled
of fmd 6 name 18 gme
be tednth aman tyyfully to

L r!wﬂnp(& A BONOOC OO
i ‘: D1 and m Wwhat ma

> o pati this Yoty

‘ IJL’(:lens of Gomnetrpbe Geke and to Twite truty ZThe
5 ki Tbolz tlllpon a8 1 fapde br- fenuride 16 vethond . exid hete’
fd;uw neitonde ith aman o Beke fopmake

13 . "oy Liberall (cens lp ad fapre The Hrd 16
By {:bwlnc(’e'm; al{"fagns’ Yioletic? and ff ([aeng tcd’{d)

that is to sey no and v what and cratlis in the worlde were

wyse the screns of Gemetry 30 fyrste founde. and in especialle
For he 1s causer of alle . that us to
sey the sciens of Gemetry of alle
othur crafis mo as hit 1s no- other that be. the whiche VII. sci-
ad v the bybille and in othur ens ben called thus. as for the

storzes. firste that vs called fundanient
== 0W and

firste beganne and whows

the founders therof and of

of screns his name s grammer
ke techith a man ry3thtfully to
speke and to write trudy. 1he
secunde vs rethorik. and he te-
chith a maw to speke formabe=
by and fayre. The thrid s
dioleticus . and that sciens techith

v what ma-
J(a( ner that this worthy
sceens of Gemelry began [
wole telle yow as [ sayde b -
fore, ye schalle vndirstonde 4.0
that ther ber VI liberalle sciens

. To iy T
by the wiche VI, alle sciens




Aman to vilcerne the totthe
fro y fals] and wmenlp g
telhd avt o2 (ophfirp . The bowth
6 calldy at‘ﬁnetrzkywlmbe
th aman the aafie o
tt:v?;mbrdﬁv&to vehyn mf(b
tomake umt%{‘aﬂ‘tb),’ﬁ
The fifte Gemetry thew
techith aman all’ themett?
and melurs and yonderacon
of “’3’5‘)*‘5 of R:‘l’ math ceaft!
evy.16 muhhk) thati tecnth
‘:?nan-u)zccw&e ofamg)m '
notps of| vops and oygan #

@ man to duscerne the trowthe

fro the fals and comenly it is

tellid art or sophistry. The fourth

¥s calltd arsmetryk the whicke 60
techith a man the crafte of
nowmbers for to rekyn and

Lo make a countis of alle thynge.
The fifte Gemetry the whicke
techith a man alle the mettes

and mesurs and ponderacron

of wyghtes of alle maner cra/fis .
The vj. vs musikus that techith

a maw the crafte of songe i

notys of wvoys and organe & 70

irumpe and harp and of all
P othi prepnpngt to hew. The

X\ (0. 18 al‘trorwm ﬂ)wt\tcdpd)

\man \a conré of the fonme
gro ofymmmz and off otf)
f} fttrrya/ 7 planetps of l)uw/n./
L= entenct 1§ prina
' pallp to trete of fprft

al iﬁm’a;mtm of P wozthe lpes’

| of Oemetry and Yoe Ybere
: y”ﬂmn‘czvs/y of as § lepe

,,/ ! by foze ﬂyn’ ten v hiteralt

!fcycns 716 to fep oy (cieng og
ceaftps that ben fre m hem

j)

trompe and harp and. of alle
othfur perteynyng to hemv. The
vij. is astronomy that techith
an the cours of the sonne
and of the moune and of other
sterrys & planetys of heuen.

Mre entent vs prince -
\©> pally to trete of fyrst

fundaciorn of the worthe scyens

of Gemetry and we were 80
the founders therof as I seyde

by fore ther ben vy. lberalle
scyens that s to sey vy.sclens or
craflys that ber fre ww hem




lelfe e Wohiche vij. lpuen
onle by Gemetry A Ge-
metty 18 48 moche to (ey
a8 the melure ofithe erth
@t hihuxf agw g qy e tar
a latme ¥ metroni quod e
menfura S on Gemetria a.
‘menbiay terre nel terrass) v
that ps to l'cymmghfcbe thati
Gametria 8 7(eyd of geo {16

m gru. exthe. and metron 718’
1o [ep mehare And thus i8 ?
nam of Goncetria BPobTyd

fnd 18 fepd ﬂ)zme&t@o{:'ﬁ ed"z‘

selfe the whicke vij. lywen

onle by Gemetry. And Ge-
metry ts as moche t sey

as the mesure of the erth

Bt sic dicetur a geo ge quin K ter
@ latine & metrona quod. est

mensurar. Una Gemelrra.in.

90

mensuras terre uel terrarwm -
that ys to sey in englische that
Gemetria vs L seyd of geo that is
i gruw. erthe. and metrona thatis
to sey mesure. And thus vs thes
nam of Gemetria compovnyd

and, is seyd the mesure ofthe erthe

X

A2 ther I8 none mrtifia:

“ albne honcrafte that1svowsth

Bp mmg{bmﬁ tot Int18 >
Wmow;g’m— by Gometep.anda
notubult canle.foz 6 aman
”(bo;c()e, W s l)tmbw Bevooz 7
rb)/oﬂ) Y6 hitne man tole and
Y 018 none | ﬂ'mnnenn ofma-
tevall? thymgr§ m 1 Hing Tooplte
buti att come of P p kyme of]
erthe and to evthe hit'wole

@Erw&; ye not that [
?\— ( seyd that alle sciens lyuen 100

alle ondy by the sciens of Geme =
try . For ther s none artifict -
alle ne honcraite that vs wrothe
by manys hond, bot kit vs
wrousght by Gemetry , and a
notabuwlle cause ., for tf a man
worche with his hondes he wor-=
chyth with summemaner tole and
ther ivs none instrument of ma-=
terialle thynges i this worlde 110
but hit- come of the kynde of
erthe and to erthe hit wole




furne apen . &nd +heri8 nd
mfbrument 76 to (e a tole
o Wivthe b butt It hath
forme yozy lory moze o7 ladle
And aon 18 melure
the wole o the mfrument
18 evthe. And Gunetry 16
faid the mebhire of et Tohyeit
e ymay fey f men lpuen
all by Gemetrye o alll

men heve m Hg voorlx lpne

| by ¥ labowtt off hed hondpe,
Ongmopaaons’y
Yoole telle pow Why ¥

turne ayen . and, ther v nom
instrument that is to sey @ tole
to wirche with but hit hath
some porpocLon MOTE oF lasse.
And, proporcion ivs mesure

the tole er the instrument

is erthe . And Gemelry us

said the mesure of erthe where =120
fore I may sey that mern Lywew
adle by Gemetrye. For alle
men here in this worlde lyue
by the laboure of here hondy's .

GD Ony mo probacions i
,,C—‘ﬁ wole telle yow why that

Ganetep 1§ the [eens F al¥rer
lonable mesi pueby - but'y
lene bttt &t p trme o2 ploge

Prelle of Xorptypngl. Ind ndv

1’“)0“7{33 cede fozthe’onméma:
e tcl)ull’?ww&mu?'
amonge alll paaftys of pe
Wo;rlbz of manmes aafte
malonry emofte no-
tabilite &2::?1?&@ pteofp
[ﬂ/@f}‘ Gemetry as hitns
nottd and lepd m fopiall
asm the bpbpl¥ and m the
ma@of fropies . And ’)ﬁ%)l{o
EoMmed

R

Gemetry us the sciens that alle re
sonable menn lywe by but 1

lewe Wit at this tyme for the longe
processe of wrytynge. And nov 130
I wolle procede forthe” on mé mas
tere. ye schudle vnderstonde that
amonge alle the craflys of the

worlde of mannes craite

masonry hath the moste no=
tabilite and moste parte of this
sciens Gemetry as hit s

notid, and seyd in storvalle

as in the bybylle and in the
master of storves. And in pole-140

\cro nico




and m the
g; 15’ named Zeta .
ymagnie miidry )[obo?
ﬂ)om olegiazs). CL) etbobme
@LLB % 1lelfhlz 5\&[,;1‘0 Otl,a
meny mo (epd P v malonk g
prinagall] of éf emetry asl
me thenkpth hitmay el
be fapd for t\h':bas YV forfte
that{ vwag fcmnnm a«l,md
notd m the bpbpllhm + &t
toke of Senchs m ‘H)z ).
aptl. dnd alfo all the doc-
tonrs afolayde acoteth Pto

a cronycle preuyd’ and in the
storves that vs named Bedw.
De Imagine munde & Isodorus
Methodius
episcopus & martiris. And other

ethomoleqrarum .

meny mo seyd that masonsy is
princepalle of Gemelry as

me thenkyth kit may welle
be sayd for kit was the fyrste
that was foundory as kil ts 150
notid, v the bybylle in the firste
boke of Genesis in the ity .
chapter. And also alle the doc=
tours atorsayde acordeth therto

%t as htt cm tyc'b};

And summe of hem seythe hit
more opendy and playnly
ry3t as kil sedthe in the by -
bulle Genests ~.

AT Dam is line lynyalle
C// sone descendynge doune 160
the vij. age of adam byfore
noes flode ther was a mann that
was clepyd lameth, the
whiche hadde v). wyffes the
on hyght ada & a nother
sella by the frste wyfe that
hyght adabe gate ij. sony's
that one hyghit_Jobelle and e other



Yight yuballl The elvary fone
1okl he woab the fivkt man
y ol found gemetcp and
malonry .. and hemad how:
h8 Znamyd mp bpbully

i son g
T8 at|1§ to
fep &?‘E{?Xﬂm ‘omtellhgugr
m tentig 16 dodbng
howkhs . A hewas mpm s
mat]malon and gotino
of all s wechps whan
hemeX y Gite of Enotlf
that; Ywas the felte dite

hight juballe The elder? sone
Jobelle he was the first manmn
thats ewer found gemetry and
masonry. and he mad how -
sis & namyd in the bybulle -
Pater habitanciuwm tn tenio -
ris atyue pastorum That s o
sey fader of men dwellyng
i tentis that s dwellyng
howsis. A. he was caym is
master masory and, gouernor
of alle his werkys whan

he mede the Cite of Enoche
that was the fhirste Cite

that| wag the Freft &ite yat
eivuag malk and pmar
fapme Atam 18 fone.AD
ypaf tohg otone [one &nodj!
and pafl] the dptethenae
of yig [one and Rallyd nt
Enotl). and now it 18 ¢
callyd &frapm adPiva
ieng of Gemetry andma”
(orr ‘@t&( prou 1¢D and
fotrenyd for a fc?ims’ and
for a cvecfte and (o Yoemay
lep {;lﬁ‘t'“mas ravle & il
mcon of altlcwattysland

that was the first Cite that
cuer was made and that made
Kayme Adam is sone -and
yaf to his owne sone Enoche
and yafF the Cyte the name
ofF his sone and kallyd i
Enoche . and now hit s

callyd Effraym ad ther was 190
sciens of Gemetry and ma-
sonri fyrst occupred, and
contrenyd for a sciens and
for a crafte and so we may
sey that hit was cavsedc furn=
daciorv of alle craflys and




¢ frelt| thatt mate teprelon
jof lomd ¢ edtpman myght
§ hnoywe 18 sume grovne
and labouwr’ thef on agfop
8 ovwne. And alfo e e
3}1‘0 flochypg of [ ezpz{;
ey man myght on»y«}b

sciens. And also this mann
Jobelle was tallid Fater

Fastorum

Hte master of, stories 200
?@3 seith and beda de yma-
gyne mundi  policronicon &
other mo seyn that he was
the first that made deperceson
of lond, that ewery man myght
Enowe his owne grobnde
and laboure thereon as for
his owne. And also he de -
partid flockys of schepe that
euery marn myght know ks 210

gyone [dhepe &vid (o Yoemay
(ep thati bewae»/‘&)z&”’vfﬁ
foymier 0¥ fens Aud hi6
hrother jubaltl oz tubalt
Yoag Formber’ o&mylphed
[‘ong]has eto i

s 7 wn an Q/
m‘zx fepthe plodornt? My
ztt)moleg-{)’s m the ).
there he lepth that hewas’
¥ firtt formbexe of coplpke

owne schepe and so we may
sey that he was the first
founder of that sciens. And his
brother juballe. or tuballe
was Founder of mysyke &
song as pLetogoras seyth
in policronycon and the
same seythe ysodourus in his
ethemolegyys tn the V. boke
there he seyth that he was 220
the first foundere of Mysyke
and songe and of organ &
trompe and he founde that
sciens by the sowne of porv=

|deractory




P he lcpth lameth gate apn
hie other nffe ifl)m'lylrl‘ella
|6 [one % AdOYCE prames of
thevoere deptd tnbalapm

(ep ¥ [he Voas 110¢8 Topify
vep b be fo cfno\wa/f&rm
[t mott.

of his brotheris hamers thai
was twbalcaym ~

Othely as the bybulle
(> seyth in the chapire
that is to sey the 1ii]. of Genests
that ke seyth lameth gate apon 230
his other wifte that hught sella
a sone & a deveter the names of
them were cleprd tubalcaym
that was the sone . & his doghter
hight neema & as the pol -
cronycon seyth that some memn
sey that sche was noes wylfe
whether ht be so other nowe afferme

| ket not

of beatle ofigolte 7 off GLA

a8 fome Yehurg Gopn . his
pincematvas fpnderof

{mﬁrm&.ﬁ; by fore time

vagno clothyweupn but
thep 210 fppme ggwng/embe
Ruptie hiff Fmae be [uch

but as ¥ woman neemd

Cﬁ‘—::ﬁE schulle vnderstonde

| that this sonne tubalcaym 240
was founder of smythis

crafte and of other craflys of

CT:'J—Lﬁ

metelle that is to sey of eyron

of brasse of golde & of siluer

as some docturs seyn . b his

syster neema was fynder of
weuwerscratt . for byfore that tome
was no cloth weuyn but

they did spynne yerne and
knytte kit & made hem suche 250
clothyng as they couthe

but as that womann nreema




fovmte p aafh ofwwenpng)
% P¥ore hrti was Ralledwo’
‘menyé rraftl. and ped.an.
baothyeryn aforfepd had kuod
lpche P god Yoold’ take ven -
gané tov prme of by fpre
02 Voah? and they had gret]
mre hovo they myst ¥ to
fane y [nens that| pep foiite
and pep toke her conlell]
to gedpy 4 by all hed vntf)
gﬁexzeﬁ' wed.yy. mar off
0 b hy .

Nooltemeit ot J s

founde that craft of wewynge

& therfore it was kalled wo
menys crafte. and thes 11].
brotheryrn aforseyd had hnow=
lyche that god wolde take ver-
gans for synne other by fyre

or watire and they had grete
care how they myjt dote 260
saue the sciens that they founde
and they toke her conselle

to gedyr & by alle here wite
they seyde that were 1]. maner ot
stonn of suche vertw that the one

wolde newer brenne & that stone

'i allyd mavbpll'd §of fon
P wollnot bmkern watlz
]ﬂ'tme 16 nany® lafug.and
[0 pep Denp & fo Yorpte alb
y (aené’ ’F 8424 had fmmbuﬁ,
this 7. [tonpe 1£ g0 1ol
tahe vengans by fyre ¥y
marhpll [holenot brenm
And pf god [ende vengané
LZ W&E’ﬂh}% af‘?;ﬁrbolbzfnoﬂ
noune.# fo ye2 praPeD t}“
eloer bzotba‘?olm/u’] v wold
matwmlqo{l ors of nga{’-
fboned Y16 to [ep of-marbil.

15 callyd marbylle & that other stoun
that wolle not synke i water, &

that stone 1s namyd lacerus . and

so they dewysyd to Wryte adle 270
the sciens that they had founde v
this ij. stonys uf that god, wolde

take vengans by fyre that the
marbylle scholde not brenne

And yf god sende Vengans

by water. that the other scholde nol
droune . & so they prayed her

elder brother Jobelle that wold
make ij. ptllers of thes 1.

stones that usto sey of marbll 280




and of latus and f; lye Yool
‘(\)t’l’§w1’nfl)e.1).?%lem/aw
i 4

b had ?m&&nb (o be/biD,
and ?fog Ybe map ley ‘6
l)c/'“’de olt onpng’m
(cens foz he fprft bygan
pfozmed the end by foz
D ACTE=00e0

&

Asg

Yenganng V" qod

! fene T\*)!)Q,t() Wb{ﬁ

| Sholtz To Lityre on Lopeed

@/@Eeﬂ)@me hadde nting
=P

and, of lacerus and that ke wolde
write in the v pylers alle
the sciens & craifte that alle they
had founde. and so he did
and therfor we may sey that
he was most connynge in
sciens for he fyrst bygaw
& performed the end byfor
noes flode ~
Yndly knowyng of 290
that venganns that god
wolde sende whether hit
scholde be bi fyre or by water
the bretherne hadde hit not

by ama of A yphecy thep
ifk § god Yoold erd one f
o an o e e
het loens mya; . pilers
of fone.And (ime men lep
Yy Youteh my (fong
al pean). leens. byt as”
pepm herempuie paven’
grnme [dholde me.dnd

(o hitYwasp god lendeven”
ganms fo $p come [uche
a flode patial l"\’etboﬂ%as/
drovoned. and all’men e
o P Cane omy. plonis

by a maner of a prophecy they
wist that »71?117 wold, send one ther
of and therfor ther writen

here sciens in the 1. pilers

oF stone. And summe men sey
that they writen wn the stonas 300
alle the Vvij. screns. bul as

they in here mynde that a ven
ganns sholde come. A nd

s0 kit was that god sende ven
ganns so that ther come suche
a Hode that dle the worl was

drowned . and alle men were

dede therin sawe ii). personis




#hiv $rvas noe and e

|1

Vopfic. and g, lonps #
Yvptfes.ofivolpcheny.

heve o
fones ally vooldl cum ofy.

and here nanpg Yere na

Tpd ™ ting man.Sem.Cam
3 aphetiq And y flok vwas’
Ralbd noes fote Koz he#
his dyildzen were lagd ¥
m.dnd afd thig Hodemanp
peres as y owonpele telleth
thes ) pillers were Fownite
Hagy Ql’l-z’ccmrfam (epth f;
a grete devke alled i

o=

And that was noe and ks
wyfle and ks t]. sonys & 310
here wyffes. of whiche 1y
sones alle the weorlde cam of.
and here namys were na-
myd tn this maner. Sem. Cam.
59\ /T:U‘f}d - And this flode was
kallyd noes flode Hor ke &

his children were saw'd ther-
in. And after thus flode many
yeres as the cronycle telleth

320
& as the wolycroncon seyth that

a grete clerke that called puto-

| goras

thes ij. pillers were founde

5
%

¥\ APl voittenes of e
| jof the toure

foride Pone and herines y
philufoplyve Foride §other:F
they tought foathe v laens 7
Uithey fonde 2 Yorpten s~
g 0 Lvexp wonpde and fto
A ralliand meny other
Yerkpg and the bybull'm pna
mabpng”
of babilon andhit
118 Yortten m ]Z:btlntly Genell
2 2 o ¥ Cam noes’
fo?;?';l:)z noLl:gotbw and b%
wag ampghty man apny
erthe and b wax a frong’

/

20

fonde that one and hermes the
philisophire fonde that other &

ther tought . forthe the sciens that
ther fonde ther y wryten
e, RS cronycle and sto-
C@/\_/[ rialle and meny other
clerkys and. the bybulle trprince
palle wittenes of the makynge 330
oF the towre of babilon and kit

is writen T the bibulle (renests

C. a,po I° hwo that Cam noes

- sone gate nembrothe and he

wax a myghty man apon the

erihe and he wax a stronge




man hke a 6pant and L,am{
a grete Ryng'. and thebpgpn-
yngtof s hyngtomavagl
trevo Rpngto of babilon and.
avadh.and grchad A mlan
the lond é)f- [ennare :ly?b 6
fme&%& Folvre
of babilon Mﬂgﬂmgbﬁ and
he taughtto g werkemen
aafte of melurt and hehad
ﬁbﬁ monp malonps mo yi
#l.youland. and He g
cherelched them rvell and
18 Tozpten m yohicronicon And

man lLke a Gyant and he was
a.grete kynge. and the bygyn=
ynge of his kyngdom was

trew kyngdom of babilon and 34Q
arack . and archad . & calan &
the lond of sennare. And this
same M#pﬁ’r be. ganﬁ;wu wre
of babilon and-hetareht and
ke taughit to his werkemen the
crafte of mesurr and he had
with hym mony masonys mothan
XL. thousand . and he lowyd &
cheresched them welle and hit

25 wryterns in policronicon and 350

m’?ma&’\ of Rozies and m/
sthet* (tozie§ mo. and ¢ agart
Yoyines bpbull m the lame
#-chapt whe') e lepth Pa~
fure Pwag Rpimeto
&’ Pate orot of 7 Lone of;
fenave and he bplled thebite
Bnpoe and plateas and op
mo pus he lepth« Do frailla
1. % [emare egrellng etaluf
# edifimmt Nunyben ¥pla
teas nintat’ # mic ¥ wfuq{
mfmunpven ¥ hec ¢ Tnnta’
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n the master of stories and in
othere storives mo. and this a parte
wyitnes bybulle tn the same

L. chapter where he seyth that as
sure that was nye kynre to

_ Nembroth, _ e ctn ; X
lam yede owt of the londe of
Senare and he bylled the Cite
Nanyve and plateas and other
mo thus he seyth . De terra illa
v. de sennare egressus est asure 360
& edificauct Nunyven & pla -
teas crvitate & cale & jesu quogue
Tnder UV $ hec est (1 -
wter numnybvern & hec est Liuwitas

m {l:{}‘fl A/




\

aaaaaaa

and toziten mphopon

M methodug epug and mact|
7 Al poag avoothy lod
of lenmare [ente to nembao

V Bpnge to lente hs malofs
and Yomkemen of oaft {mggb@

hebpe Yym to make Ing @ite

Eson wolde that we scholde
}[ é telle opunly how & wv

what maner that the charges
ofF masoncraft was first four=
dyd & ho yaf lyrste the name
to hit of masonre. and ye 370
schylle knaw welle that kit told
and writenw wn policroycon &
o methodus episcopus and martires
that asure that was a worthy lord
of sennare sende to membroth

the kynge to sende hym masones
and workemern of crafl that myghte
Mpe hym to make his Cute

@___:

?be%a&ﬁlWl’to make.
And nomboth [end hp ¥xE.
€. st malons.dnd Whanypey
(cholde g0 # fende hE Forth.Be
calipd hem by fo2 lyp aud lepd
to hem pe molt go to mpco
fon abree to helpe hp to bilke
8 cpte buti loke yre kewell
gonygd and § [challf peue

oo a charge phtablefor
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[oke y e be trevoeto
.'o A0S ﬂ’vs BQ/TD Ol& hm

that he was tn wylle to make.
And, nembroth sende hym zxx. 380
C. of masons. And whan z%ey
scholde go & sende hem fortl. ke
callyd hem by for kym and seyd
to hem e most go to my co=
syn asure to kelpe hym to bilde
a cyte bul loke that ye be wede
gowernyd and I schalle yewe
yow a charge profitable for
yov- & me ~

7 Hen ve come to that lord 390

loke that ye be trewe to

hymy brke as ye wolde be to




me. and trulp b pourt labne?
gud ceaft and takpt relon-
abull ponr mek pfoz asye
may wleone and allo e
loue to FEOPY a8 prrvere
baeperpr and holik to gedpr
trulp.# he ¥ hath moft wnj
teche hitt to hps felaw and
Youhe pe goiine yon apenty
poVor’ lod and amonge
porr lelfe ¥ Jmap haue
W and thonke fo:

me migygﬂ and techpng’
vou the watte. aud pey vel

me. and buly do your labowre
and craft and takyt resons
abulle your mede therfor as ye
may deserwe and also that ye
loue to gedyr as ye were
bretheryrn and holde togedyr
tridy. & re tivak hath most connynge 400
teche kit to hys felaw and
louke ye gouerne yow ayenst
YOWT lord and a mORGE
yowrselle. that | may hawe
worchyppe and thonke for
me sendynge and teckynge
you the craite. and they res-
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the charge 0¥ hZ prvag here
mai®! and heve lozte-and
Yvente fozthye o alure ¥
bilte the dte of mumpvem
y ounte of platead and op
\@teg mo ymen alllcle

\J\ ud jefen pig a grett G

by troene Gale and Nunpbe
l‘ nd 1 tng man y aaft
e
v % tharged Int foza lng
24 rg%'mé% b1 forug .
Astmalons had thele
argpg Wryten to hem ag

the charge of hym that was here
maister and here lorde. and
wente forthe to aswre . &

bilde the cite of nunyve v 410
the countre of plateas and other
Cites mo that men calle cale
and jesen that vs a gret (Cite
bt twene Cale and Nunyve
And in this marner the crafte
of masonry was frst prefer=
ryd & chargyd kil fora sciens.
@JE Lders that were bt for us
S of masons had these

chargys wryten to hem as 420




Toe hauetowm otor’ cherr -
8’250{?? fozp of @ﬂthbms
a8 Ywe haue lepn hem Worite
1 latyn q,mﬁ-mfd)dnﬂ)e
but{ ho p @ndpd come o ge~
meteye vefon Yool e
[cholie telle pob ag hittps
notid m the bgbum d4m oﬂ)aﬂ
froues Jn.2n. bﬂ:ptﬁ% Geneb.
hetellith how ¥ abraha com o
the lond off Canan and s\wre
o0 a b to bp and fepd:
frbﬁll’ 1¢ thg lond to pu
(eed. butw fpll agrete hung]

as we hawue seyn hem writen
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L LaLy e o L ITenscire hothe
but ko that Fnclyd cometo ge
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MeLTye TeSon/ wolae we
scholtae lelle yow as il ¥s
notra, in the f'{y‘/‘f/[/{’ & 17 othere
5 e o v , 5 Y
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lord aperyd to hym and seyd

schalle gewe this lond to thz

seed,. but ther fylle a grete hunger

e

m § lond. And alnabmnhhc
[ara hig vwmff bmt and
2ed m to eg-yptz m 1:2lgw
mage whple y° ungcv m-
gemlm AndA-
baha ag’y coomponll (epth
hewag atwple man anda
clerhe. And wbthe all
vy, [ceng’. and taughte
the egppopans y [aens of
Gemetry And thig w
derke @udidnig waslig
clerke amd lernch Ofbgm
) he paue y frefte name

wn that londe. And abrakam toke
sara his wifF with him and
yed wnto Egypte tn pylgre -
mage whyle the hungere duw -
red. he mwolde byde ther. dnd A-
brakham as the cronyculle seyth 440
ke was a wyse man and a
grete clerke . And covthe alle
the vyj. sciens. and taughte
the eqypcyans the screns of
Gemetry . And this worthy
clerke Fuclidnis was his
clerke and lerned of kym.

And he yawe the hrste name




of Eometry all bey v

Wwas onmed hifog htihad
nomtmc of*g'emcttg 2Bnq

molcgtmtlm g’b tohe. th;e/
mologiass

pen \fﬁ?nmof aiaid
fovmdars of'C'mlch'yit
I)ezmlyrb\name.

@mc tl)ct‘tba&a.!ba,
tey my lcmh of Omﬁ
18wl ’hlo and hit Ro“nb
fo ferre m fo P ltmbz Pmen
myghtmot dwele § i oo

of Gemetry alle be that hit

was ocupred bifor hit had 450
no name of gemetry . But

Wit vs seyd of ysodourus Ethe
molegiarum tn the v.hoke Ethe-
mologiarum (apitolo primo. seyth

that Euclyde was on of the frste
foundars of Gemetry &

he yaue hit name. ffor in

his tyme there was a wa =

ter in that lond of Lgypt that

s callyd Ntlo. and kit flomrd 460
so ferre in to the londe that men
myght not dwelle thertns ~

Diched and yen byt b
wnmos/ Srontze ofall
an of fraute and o%ymﬁ"

l¢ ofmen and 'Womm

?bzzc\ $vas o mypehe yepull]

a—no Hew this worthi
\L@ clerke FEnclide tauwght
hemy to make grete wallys
and. diches to holde owt the
walyr. and he by Gemetry
mesured, the londe and depar=
rd kit in dywers parlys. &
made ewery man to close ks A0
awne parte with walles ard
diches and. then hit became
a plentuos countre of alle
maner of Feute and of yonge
veple of men and women
that ther was so myche pepulle




of pounge frute § tt)ev outl
mf!wel[” lyu&ttnb P lodpg
of| the PuNtre ey hemto
AP and mate aconncell
hov they mpght! helge hed
rhl tzmmy bhad no ytloe
coytente 3 abull’fo: to frmd
hem RHe and here childron
fo2 yep, had omény.and
amongihem all'm conmeell/
Was 3 Yoosthp deche Encl
D118 and Yohen bye laro pat
&ﬂ"tbeg cour Mot bynge
bouti tyi8 matett he fepd

of younge frute that they couthe

not welle lyue. And the lordys
of the countre drew hem o

s 74 7 77 \
geayr and made a conncelle 480

kow they myght helpe here

childeryn that had no lyfode
compotente & abulle for to frnde

hem selfe

for they had so many

and here childron
and

i councelle
was this worthy clerke Fncly-
dnis and thait

alle they couthe not brynge

among hem alle

7 7
whren he sawe

a bout this mater. he seyd — 490

o bem vwolk ye takes? long
\ i gotinanms 2y l‘cbatw’wcb
hem fuche afaens’y ﬂ;eg
{ Tchplt) bue ﬂ)mﬂ:g entel”
\ meanlky vadpr conbtcﬂonfy

T\| yeWwpllle fmo;ztomeﬂl
Q‘l forrme the gminais §
| 1 [thall” lette pon too and

l)em tothe and the byng!
oty 7 lonte and allly lozdps
p one allont gvmrtybfwo-
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hem suche a that they

schylle lyue ther by jentel -
mantly vrdyr condicron that
ye wylle be swore to me to

ve rlourme the Jouernanns that
you too and
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[ schalle sette

londe and alle the lordys 500

by one assent grauntyd thertoo
;’\\ Fson wolde that euery maw
J\W\Lﬂ wolde graunte to that

thynge that were profetable to hum



lelf.and thep tohe here [o-
npé to enclide to goiine
han at hig’ ownewplled
he tanght tohom theaaft
malonrp and pat pt
name of-lSemctm: Byrab&
of § ptongtof ¢ munmv
l)e had témgbﬁ toy
m the time oftp ma
of ywallys and tnd)c(a'
foz [apd to clarvle o‘tbt\?
Do g et i

Ethemolegt
it he cmsql:

self: and they toke here so

nys to enclide to gouerne

hem at: hus onwne wylle &

ke taught to hem the crafte
masonry and yalt kil the
name of (/;61771&‘,‘111/ by cavse 510
of the partynge of the grounde that
ke had taught to the peple

wn the bime of the makyng

of the wallys and dickes a-
for sayd to clawse owt the
walyr. & lsodor seyth wn his
Ethemolegies that Enclide
callith the craft (remetrya

tid 7 this Yoorthp derhe
paf it name and taught
hit the lowvis fonpg of
londe v bebab m htstvzcl]1g1
#nd heyaf he acharvgeyp
they [dple mlle heve eche
other ffelolse Ano nothed.
Wile bp (mg’chcgwm
all of m{zrtb he);z a;l of 1%
¢

fonpg Hnv alfo b:%mc‘\
molt of BTPNg' ftholo ke
gotinour of V’w?ﬁ’&m

fehole be callpd mesELH

And ther this worthy clerke
yaf hit name and taught 520
hit the lordis somys of the
londe that he had in his teching
And he yaF hem a charge that
they scholde calle here eche
other Helowe & no nother-
wise by cavse that they mwere
alle of one cratte & of one
gentylle berthe bore & lordis
sonys. And also he that were
most of connyng schold be 530

gouernour of the werke and

. scholde be callyd marster &




othet chargps mo p p benn
Yorpten m y tohe of char-
g2é And o ﬂ)cp Tozought!
b loadps oﬁ; lon¥e % maie
Nt end tovmps mhehs
*{f remyhg and loig placg
""" atityme
,,,,,,,,, : oft&l‘%gl)l‘tlh
b efmm thee lanpdy
reaft of malonvy.And

mmmtoflunn Of'i'ul)ew
And 18 nob caﬂpb by

othere chargys mo that ben
wrytern in the boke of char-
gys. And so they wrought
with lordys of the londe & made
cilers and tounys castelts

& templers and wrflz,f /JZaAL'J

Ftat tyme that the chil
W dren of uvsrie dwellid 540
wu eqyple they lernyd the
craft of masonry. And
afturward they were
dryuen owt of Fgypte they
come into the londe of bilhest

and vs now callyd terlem

and lntwas ouqm’zh Fchar
By$ zholk And ymakgy
of [alomom§ temp‘lﬂ,!"{
l,yng’? Dand be gan. kmﬂ
tanid lonpd wellmalons’
fnd hepafhem ozt
88 pep benowe-And aty
'ma}kyn{ﬂ of1y templem
[alomonig tymz ag lntt
18 [epd myp bib
1) hkeof ‘&egnm
Regiv.Cap. mtmtomw
~Balomon had.ny. lcoe
thovo land malone att

and hit was ocupred b char=
qys y/w[o{c. And the ma}y)z;f
of salomonus tempulle that
kynge Dawed be garn . kynge 550
dawid lowyd welle masons
and he yafF hem ry3t nye
as they be nowe. And at the
makynge of the temple 1
salomonts tyme as hit

s seyd v the bibulle wn the
1ij. hoke of. Requm tn tercro
Regum . (apitolo guinto~ That
Salomon had.tir). score

thowsand masons at 560




18 werhe. And szng‘é
one of Tyt Wwakmall
malen. And' other” wonp~
o6 k18 lepd Fmoli
Tobps of malonty that
Halomon Dfhirmed p char-
FYs ¥ ded g fadnhad
yme tomalong. And lals”
mon hpm [ taught he
here maners but hipll
Pefferans fro the manag
thatinow ben viD - And fro
theng Fwathy [aeng
Was buoughtito femumee

his werke . And the kyngis
sone of Tyry was his master
masen. And wn othere crony-
cleos hit s seyd & tn olde
bokys of masonry that
Salomon confirmed the char-
gys that dawid his fadir had
yewe to masons. And salo-
mon hym self taught hem
here maners but Litylle 570
defferans fro the maners
that now ben vsyd.And fro
thens thes worthy sciens

was browght in to fraunce

Frans pwas cdeprd &a-
18 'if 28 to [ep y
Charles y leamde.dndy

{ Tharlps Yoas elrte beng

of frmme by the grac o
Cememen lepy j““’fw/
clite by fortune y Yolpdy
16 falg ag'bp nonprle he
Yvas of ¥ kpnges blode
‘Xya‘l,.in'b y (e hl’"gk

And in to many other requons
(d me,»zﬁjy'mc ther was
}*:j/) a fs‘ﬂr{/L_)f‘ l"_y')?(gl(«' w

franns that was clepyd (a-

rolus secundus that xs lo sey

Charles the. secunde. And this 580

Charlys was elyte ‘kynge

of Frauns by the grace'of

ymf & by lynage also. And

summe men sey lhail he was
elite by fortune the whiche
is fals as by cronycle he
was of the kyngys blode
Riyﬂ,/) And this same ]{y‘h"./(‘




dharlp8was amalon
bitoz ¥ he voasg kyngl.znd
aftpbewas hpngl heloup
malong 2 cherlchid them
anbyaf hcm cb&rggs’anb
martps at s evile pwbwb‘
' fn kn pet vled m fraunce
\anb he a2depmpd that yep
Fd)ol& haue a femly unys/
e L Frere and rome &nd
ke to gedyr'and forto be
enled by malters 3 felows

all ﬂ)znm amplle .
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Charlys was a mason
by for” that he was kynge. And 590
atter that he was kynge helowyd
masons & cherschid them/
ard yat hem chargys and
manerys at ks devise the whiche
sum ben yet vsed wn fraunce
and he ordeyrnyd that they
scholde hauwe a semdy onys
e the yere and come and
4o
speke. to gedyr and for to be
rewled by masters & felows 600
77 .
oF alle thyngys amysse.
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(epit ad hatell'm 1o @nglond
and he @ityd i llbon
to ceiltendome - And lepnt
Albon lovpd well' malons
and he paf hem Hafthet
charges £ maners ferlt
m Englond .2nd he oz
bgmzb cuenpent| to m
Fnz tranayle And aft)
4 m‘;w wmofézb?"ﬁ
n @nglond y was mlipd
Athel Rone and hig'pong’
¢ft [one lobpd wwell the
[eng of Gemetrp . and

seynt ad habelle in to Englond
and he conuertyd seynt Albon
to cristendome . And seynt
Alborn lovyd welle masons
and he yaf hem fyrst here
charges & maners fyrst

in Englond. And ke or-
deyned conuenyent to pay 610
for ther trauayle And after
that was a worthy kynge
in Englond that was callyd
Athelstone and his yong-
est sone lovyd welle the
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e wpht well phand aafy
had the practphe of ¥ o
eng of Gametep [0 Yoell!

ag mafons wherete he
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he wyst welle that hand craft
had the practyke of the scu-
ens of Gemelry so welle

as masons wherefore. he 620
Adrewe Jzyymg‘wccw.&"[/e and, ler-
nyd practyke of that screns
to his speculatyf. Ifor of spec:
culatyfe he was a master
and he lovyd welle ma-
sonry. and masons. And

ke bicome a mason hym:
selfe. And he yaf hem chargé
and names as hil is now

vsyd n Englond. and v 630
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sdepned P pey Cehnulee hug
wlon ﬁbﬂli’;ﬁx-jnb Fur
theled afre ptent of v hpg
that thep [chule makea
fcm]:lg Yolyan ther [avve ves
[onably tyme aciito gedreto
ber” pamfell]of o hiche

| charges manozg ¥ lemble

a8 18 Youte and tanghtiy
Eﬁw of out ryargeswha-
| leue it at thig {?m¢1
AR © 0d men for s

i mufe and pmane

WRLT ¢ COUNLTES ,r'l/)[,((’ /i’r'

7 7 L] / A /A P
ordeyned tlhat they schulde haut
resonabulle va ¥ And pur
chesed a /e varent or the Ryng
L‘#'/C"/(."‘ /»/Z&”LY' N('/f'i(xl’(!’"(' make QA
sembly whan ther sawe re
sonably tyme a cum togedirto
here counselle of the whiche
cha rges manors (‘i, semble
as 1s write and taught wn the 640
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Then on of them that had the 660
name wiche was callyd
Finglet that was most sotelle

& wise founder ordeyned

and art and callyd kit ma-
sonry. and so with kis art ho-
nestly he thoit the chlderen

of grete lordis bi the pray -
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passyng of connynge schold
be passyng honowred. Ana
ded to calle the connynge master
for to enforme the lasse of con=
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of that art Newerthelesse ther com*
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THE MATTHEW COOKE,

(Add. MS. 23,198, Brit, Museum,)

HIS Manuscript (of which a facsimile and transcript are prefixed) consists
of forty folios of vellum, 4§ inches high and 32 inches wide, of which
the first three and the last two were originally blank. They are now
defaced with writing, in a great measure illegible. On the first folio,
however, is the name of  William K ;” and again on folio 39. On folio
9 is written “Jno. Fenn, 1786,” and we shall probably not err in
assuming that these are the names of former owners of the manuscript.
On folio 3, in the same handwriting as Jno. Fenn, is written The Seven
Sciences. Geometry. A History of Masonry. Its Articles, Points,
ete.,” being a very succinct index to the contents. Folio 2 also gives us
as much of the history of the document as is known, for in the hand-

writing of Sir Frederick Madden, at that time keeper of the manuscripts, we read Purchd-
of Mrs. Caroline Baker, 14th Oct., 1859.” The book is still bound in its two oak covers, and
on each is the remains of a clasp, the hinged portion being missing.

There can be very little doubt that this was one of the manuscripts known to
and utilized by Dr. Anderson, when he compiled the first Book of Constitutions in 1723 ; it
certainly was known to prominent members of Grand Lodge in 1728, or five years later; for
the Woodford MS. (now in possession of the Lodge), which is a copy of it, bears an inscription
to the effect that it was made in 1728, by Wm. Reid, Grand Secretary, for ‘Wm. Cowper,
¢ Clerk of the Parliaments,” who himself had been a Grand Secretary. It was, however, first
brought prominently before the Craft by Bro. Matthew Cooke, who in 1861 edited a repro-
duction of it which was published by the late Mr. R. Spencer. This the only time it has
been reprinted, and the execution is by no means perfect. The first page is given, as a
frontispiece, in facsimile ; but even this will not bear close inspection. The manuscript is
then more or less successfully imitated in black-letter type, and contains not a few mis-readings.
It would be ungracious to insist too much on these points, because the benefit conferred by
Brothers Spencer and Cooke on the literature of the Craft was considerable and worthy of
commendation. One error must, however, be noted, as it is of importance. At line 140 the
editor has given us “And in policronico a cronycle p'nyd,” and translated the last word
printed ; whereas it should be p'uyd or preuyd, i.e., proved, trustworthy. This error probably
induced Bro. Cooke to ascribe the MS. to the “latter portion of the 15th century,” as Caxton’s
edition of Policronicon was printed in 1482. It was admittedly the reason why Findel!
concurred in this date, and subsequent writers have followed his lead.

Mr. E. A. Bond, late the principal librarian of the British Museum, gave it as his
opinion that it was not later than the “ first half of the 15th century.”

Bro. Findel also made another very curious and even careless error. The MS. was
purchased by the Museum from Mrs. Caroline Baker. In 1730 circa, Dr. Rawlinson wrote,
“QOne of these rolls T have seen in the possession of Mr. Baker, a carpenter in Moorfields.” Bro.
Findel immediately jumped to the conclusion that this was the same manuseript, and called
it the © Cooke-Baker document.” But firstly, folio 2 would lead us to infer that in 1786 it
belonged to Jno. Fenn, so that it is necessary to presume that 56 years after Rawlinson saw it,
it passed out of Baker’s possession, and then 75 years after that, was retransferred to a Mrs.
Baker ; and secondly, Rawlinson’s document was a roll or scroll, and this is a book.

Tn concluding this description of its appearance and history, I will only add that the
accompanying facsimile is the work of Mr. F. Compton Price, and will bear the most rigorous
inspection and comparison with the original, whilst the sketch on the title page gives a very
fair idea of its present outward aspect.

! History of Freemasonry, p. 31, London, 1869.




COMMENTARY.

LTHOUGH the mere verbiage of the document presents so few difficulties

| that a glossary would appear scarcely necessary and almost an insult to
the reader, and has therefore been omitted, yet the total absence of
punctuation, the evidently inadvertent omission of a word here and there,
and the faultiness of its grammatical construction, render it a difficult
task to read intelligently. I have therefore ventured to give it here in
in a modernised form, preserving strictly that which I believe it was
the intention of the writer to convey. This plan will, I think, enable
the reader to grasp its true meaning with great readiness, and to mnote,
for comparison with other documents of a similar nature to be produced
in future volumes of this series, certain peculiarities of much significance.
The presence of the facsimile and transeript will enable the reader at all times to decide
whether I have made undue inferences, and to correct my presentation by his own sounder
judgment. Those of my readers who are fortunate enough to possess Bro. Hughan’s “ Old
Charges of British Freemasons (1872),” which gives full transcripts of eleven of these
documents, will be able to institute this interesting comparison at once : while the inclusion
of two of them in the present Volume of Reprints will partially answer the same purpose.

and of all things that therein are, for that he has vouchsafed, of his glorious

Godhead, to make so many things of manifold virtue for the use of mankind. For
he made all things to be subject and obedient to man. All things eatable of a wholesome
nature he ordained for man’s sustenance. And moreover, he hath given to man wit and the
knowledge of divers things and handicrafts, by the which we may labour in this world, in
order to therewith get our livelihood, and fashion many objects, pleasantin the sight of God,
to our own ease and profit. To rehearse all these matters here were too long in the writing
or telling, I will therefore refrain; but I will nevertheless tell you some ; for instance, how
and in what manner the Science of Geometry was first invented, and who were the founders
both thereof and of several other crafts, as is declared in the Bible and other histories.

How, and in what manner this worthy Science of Geometry took its rise, I will tell
you, as I said before. You must know that there are seven liberal sciences, from which
seven all other sciences and crafts in the world sprung ; but especially is Geometry the first
cause of all the other sciences, whatsoever they be.

These seven sciences are as follows:—

The first, which is called the foundation of all science, is grammar, which teacheth to
write and speak correctly.

The second is rhetorie, which teaches us to speak elegantly.l

The third is dialectic, which teaches us to discern the true from the false, and it is
usually called art or sophistry (logic).

The fourth is arithmetic, which instructs us in the science of numbers, to reckon, and
to make accounts.

The fifth is Geometry, which teaches us all about mensunration, measures and weights,
of all kinds of handicrafts.

The sixth is music, and that teaches the art of singing by notation for the voice, on
the organ, trumpet, and harp, and of all things pertaining thereto.

The seventh is astronomy, which teaches us the course of the sun and of the moon
and of the other stars and planets of heaven.

Our intent is to treat chiefly of the first foundation of Geometry and who® were the
founders thereof. As I said before, there are seven liberal sciences, that is to say, seven

6HAN KED be God, our glorious Father, the founder and creator of heaven and earth,

! Formabely and fayre, i.e., formally, according to form, and fair. 2 We, evidently a misreading for whouwe.




The Matthew Cooke MS.

sciences or crafts that are freel in themselves, the which seven exist only through Geometry.
And Geometry may be described as earth-mensuration, for Geometry is derived from geo,
which is in Greek “earth,” and metrona, or a measure. Thus is the word Geometry com-
pounded and signifies the measure of the earth.

Marvel not because I said that all sciences exist only through the science of Geometry.
For there is no art or handicraft wrought by man’s hands that is not wrought by Geometry
which is a chief factor (notabulle cause) thereof. For if a man work with his hands he
employs some sort of tool, and there is no instrument of any material in this world which is
not formed of some sort of earth (ore) and to earth it will return. And there is no instrument
or tool to work with that has not some proportion, more or less. And proportion is measurs,
and the instrument or tool is earth. And Geometry is earth-mensuration, therefore I affirm
that all men live by Geometry. For all men here in this world live by the labour of their
hands.

Many more proofs could I give you that Geometry is the science by which all reasoning
men live, but I refrain at this time, because the writing of it were a long process.

And now I will enter further into the matter. You must know that among all the
crafts followed by man in this world, Masonry has the greatest renown and the largest share
of this science of Geometry, as is stated in history, such as the Bible, and the Master of
History,? and in the Policronicon, a well authenticated (or trustworthy) chronicle,® and in
the history called Beda De Imagine Mundi, and Isodorus Ethomolegiarum Methodius
Episcopus & Martiris. And many others say that Masonry is the chief part of Geometry, and
so methinks it may well be said, for it was the first founded, as is stated in the Bible in the
first book of Genesis and the fourth chapter. And moreover all the learned authors* above
cited agree thereto. And some of them affirm it more openly and plainly, precisely as in
Genesis in the Bible.

Before Noah’s Flood, by direct male descent from Adam,’ in the seventh generation,
there lived a man called Lamech, who had two wives, called® Adah and Zillah. By the first
wife, Adah, he begat two sons, Jabal and Jubal. The elder son Jabal was the first man that
ever discovered geometry and masonry, and he made houses, and is called in the Bible the
father of all men who dwell in tents or dwelling houses. And he was Cain’s master mason
and governor of the works when he built the city of Enoch, which was the first city ever
made and was built by Cain, Adam’s son, who gave it to his own son Enoch, and gave the
city the name of his son and called it Enoch, and now it is known as Ephraim. And at
that place was the Science of Geometry and Masonry first prosecuted and contrived as a
science and as a handi-craft. And so we may well say that it is the first cause and founda-
tion of all crafts and sciences. And also this man Jabel was called the father of shepherds.

The Master of History says, and Beda De Imagine Mundi, and the Policronicon and
many others more say, that he was the first that made partition of lands, in order that
every man might know his own land and labour thereon for himself. And also he divided®
flocks of sheep, that every man might know his own sheep, and so we may say that he was
the inventor of that science.

And his brother Jubal or Tubal was the inventor of music and song, as Pythagoras
states in Polycronicon, and the same says Isodorous. In his Ethemolegiis in the 6th book
he says that he was the first founder of music and song, and of the organ and trumpet ; and
he discovered that science by the sound of the weights of his brother’s, Tubal-Cain’s,
hammers.

And of a truth, as the Bible says, that is to say, in the fourth Chapter of Genesis,
Lamech begat by his other wife Zillah a son and a daughter, and their names Tubal Cain,
that was the son, and the daughter was called Naamah. And according to the Policronicon,
some men say that she was Noah’s wife ; but whether this be so or not, we will not affirm,

Ye must know that this son Tubal Cain was the founder of the smith’s craft and of
other handicrafts dealing with metals, such as iron, brass, gold and silver as some learned
writers say ; and his sister Naamah discovered the craft of weaving, for before her time no
cloth was woven, but they span yarn and knit it and made such clothing as they could. And
as this woman Naamah invented the craft of weaving it was called woman’s-craft.

And these four brethren knew that God would take vengeance for sin, either by fire
or water. And they were much concerned how to save the sciences they had discovered, and
they took counsel together and exercised all their wits. And they said there were two kinds of
stone of such virtue that the one would not burn, called marble, and the other named “Lacerus”
would not sink in water. And so they devised to write all the sciences they had found on

1 This is the only document to my knowledge that applies the term  free” to the seven liberal
geiences. If Masonry was a free (aliberal) science, were its professors therefore free-masons ?
2 Herodotus. 3 cronycle prewyd. 4 doctours. 5 Adam his line lineal son descending.
6 hyght. 7 deperceson. 8 departid.
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these two stones, so that if God took vengeance by fire the marble would not burn, and if by
water the other would not drown, and they besought their elder brother Jabal to make two
pillars of these two stones, that is of marble and of ¢ Lacerus,” and to write on the two
pillars all the sciences and crafts which they had found and he did so. And therefore we
may say that he was the wisest in science, for he first began and carried out their purpose
before Noah’s flood.

Fortunately knowing of the vengeance that God would send, the brethren knew not!
whether it would be by fire or water. They knew by a sort of prophecy that God would
send one or the other, and therefore they wrote their sciences on the two pillars of stone. And
some men say that they wrote on the stones all the seven sciences, but [this I affirm not].?
As they had it in mind that a vengeance would come, so it befell that God did send vengeance,
and there came such a flood that all the world was drowned and all men died save only eight
persons. These were Noah and his wife and his three sons and their wives, of which sons
all the world is descended, and they were named in this wise, Shem, Ham and Japhet. And
this flood is called Noah’s Flood, for he and his children were saved therein. And many
years after the flood, according to the chronicle, these two pillars were found, and the
chronicle says that a great clerk, Pythagoras, found the one, and Hermes the philosopher
found the other, and they taught the sciences that they found written thereon.

Every chronicle and history and many other writers® and the Bible especially relate
the building of the tower of Babel ; and it is written in the Bible, Genesis, chap. x how that
Ham, Noah’s son, begat Nimrod, who grew a mighty man upon the earth and waxed strong,
like unto a giant. He was a great king and the beginning of his kingdom was the kingdom
of Babilon proper, and Erech and Accad and Calneh and the land of Shinar. And thissame
Ham began the tower of Babel and taught his workmen the Craft of Masonry,* and he had
with him many masons, more than 49,000, and he loved and cherished them well. And itis
written in Polycronicon, and in the Master of History, and in other histories, and beyond
this the Bible witnesses in the same 10th chapter, as it is written, that Ashur who was of
near kindred to Nimrod went forth from the land of Shinar and built the City of Nineveh
and Plateas (sic) and many more. For it is written * De terra illa” [&e.]

It is but reasonable that we should plainly say how and in what manner the Charges
of the Mason’s Craft were first founded, and who first gave it the name of Masonry. And
you must know that it is stated and written in the Polycronicon, and in Methodus Episcopus
and Martiris that Ashur who was a worthy lord of Shinar sent to Nimrod the king to send
him Masons and workmen of the Craft that they might help him make his city which he
was minded to make. And Nimrod sent him 3000 masons. And as they were about to
depart and go forth, he called them before him and said to them, “ Ye must go to my
cousin Ashur to help him build a city, but see to it, that ye be well governed, and I will
give you a Charge that shall be to your and my profit.

“ When you come to that lord, look that you be true to him, even as you would be to
me, labour at your Craft honestly, and take a reasonable payment for it such as you may
deserve. Love each other as though you were brothers and hold together staunchly. Let
him that hath most skill teach his fellow, and be careful that your conduct amongst your-
selves and towards your lord may be to my credit, that I may have thanks for sending you
and teaching you the Craft.”. And they received the charge from him, being their lord and
master, and went forth to Ashur and built the city of Nineveh in the country of Plateas (sic)
and other cities also that are called Calah and Resen, which is a great city between Calah
and Nineveh. And in this manner the Craft of Masonry was first instituted and charged as
a science.

Elders’ of Masons before our timest had these charges in writing as we have them
now in our Charges of the story of Euclid, and as we have seen them written both in Latin
and in French.

But it is only reasonable that we should tell you how Euclid came to the knowledge of
Geometry, as stated in the Bible and in other histories. In the XTIth chapter of Genesis it
is told how Abraham came to the land of Canaan and our Lord appeared unto him and said,
“T will give this land to thy seed.” But a great famine reigned in that land and Abraham
took Sarah, his wife, with him and made a journey’ into Egypt to abide there whilst the
famine lasted. And Abraham, so says the chronicle, was a wise man and a learned.!® And

1 hadde hit wot.

2 T think the insertion of the above words is amply indicated. It makes sense which otherwise is very
difficult to establish ; it is justified by a similar remark at line 238; and it will be remembered that the
brethren are not stated in the Bible to have discovered more than 4 crafts, of which only 3 are identical with
gome of the 7 liberal sciences; viz., geometry, arithmetic, and music. 3 Clerkys

4 Mesuri. i.e. mensuration. 5 i.e., Chiefs, superiors, masters or foremen.
S “that were bi for us.”” 7 pylgremage. 8 grete clerke.
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he knew! all the seven sciences and taught the Egyptians the science of Geometry. And this
worthy clerk Euclid was his pupil and learned of him. And he first gave it the name of
Geometry ; although it was practised before his time, it had not acquired the name of
Geometry. But it is said by Tsodorus in the 5th Book and first Chapter of Ethomolegiarum
that Euclid was one of the first founders of Geometry and gave it that name.

For in his time, the river of Egypt which is called the Nile so overflowed the land that
no man could dwell therein. Then the worthy clerk Euclid taught them to make greab
walls and ditches to keep back the water, and by Geometry he measured the land and
parcelled? it oub into sections and caused every man to enclose his own portion with walls
and ditches and thus it became a country abounding in all kinds of produce and of young
people and of men and women : so that the youthfal population® increased so much as to
render earning a livelihood difficult. And the lords of the country drew together and took
counsel how they might help their children who had no competent livelihood in order to
provide for themselves and their children, for they had so many. Andat the council amongst
them was this worthy Clerk Euclid and when he saw that all of them could devise no
remedy in the matter he said to them “Lay your orders upon your sons* and I will teach
them a science by which they may live as gentlemen, under the condition that they shall
be sworn to me to uphold the regulations that I shall lay upon them.” And both they and
the king of the country and all the lords agreed thereto with one consent.

Tt is but reasonable that every man shounld agree to that which tended to profit
himself ; and so they took their sons to Euclid to be ruled by him and he taught them the
Craft of Masonry and gave it the name of Geometry on account of the parcelling out of the
ground which he had taught the people at the time of making the walls and ditches, as
aforesaid, to keep out the water. And Isodorus says in Ethomologies that Euclid called the
craft Geometry.

And there this worthy clerk Euclid gave it a name and taught it to the lords’ sons of
that land whom he had as pupils.

And he gave them a charge. That they should call each other Fellow and no other-
wise, they being all of one craft and of the same gentle birth, lords’ sons. And also that
the most skilful should be governor of the work and should be called master; and other
charges besides, which are written in the Book of Charges. And so they worked for the
lords of the land and built cities and towns, castles and temples and lords’ palaces.

During the time that the children of Israel dwelt in Egypt they learned the craft of
Masonry. And after they were driven out of Egypt they came into the promised land, which
is now called Jerusalem, and they occupied that land and the charges were observed there.
And [at] the making of Solomon’s Temple which king David began, King David loved
masons well, and gave them [wages] nearly as they are mow. Andat the making of the
Temple in Solomon’s time, as stated in the Bible in the third book of Kings and the fifth
chapter, Solomon had four score thousand masons at work. And the son of the king of
Tyre was his master mason. ‘And in other chronicles and in old books of masonry, it is said
that Solomon confirmed the charges that David his father had given to masons. And
Solomon himself taught them their usages® differing but slightly from the customs now in use.

And from thence this worthy science was brought into France and into many other
regions.

. A4 one time there was a worthy king sn France called Carolus Secundus, that is to say
Charles the Second. And this Charles was elected king of France by the grace of God and
also by right of descent.8 And some men say he was elected by good fortune, which is false
as by the chronicles he was of the blood royal. And this same king Charles was a mason
before he became king. And after he was king he loved masons and cherished them and
gave them charges and usages of his devising, of which some are yet in force in France; and
he ordained that they should have an assembly once a year and come and speak together in
order that the masters and fellows might regulate all things amiss.

And soon after that came St. Adhabelle into England and he converted St. Alban to
Christianity. And St. Alban loved well masons and he was the first to give them charges
and customs in England. And he ordained [wages] adequate to pay for their toil.

And after that there was a worthy king in England, called Athelstan, and his
youngest son loved well the science of Geometry ; and he knew well, as well as the masons
themselves, that their handicraft was the practice of the science of Geometry. Therefore he
drew to their councils (or took counsel, or lessons, of them) and learned the practical part of
that science in addition to his theoretical (or book) knowledge.” For of the speculative part
he was a master. And he loved well masonry and masons. And he became a mason him-
self. And he gave them charges and usagesS such as are now customary in England and in

1 covthe. 2 departyd. 3 Myche pepulle of younge frute.
4 take your sonys in gouernanns. 5 maners. 6 lynage. 7 speculatif.
8 names, evidently a mistake for maners.
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other countries. And he ordained that they should have reasonable pay. And he purchased
a free patent of the king that they might hold an assembly at what time they thought
reasonable and come together to consult.  Of the which charges, usages and assembly it is
written and taught in our Book of Charges ; wherefore I leave it for the present.

Good men ! for this cause and in this way Masonry first arose. It befell, once upon a
time, that great lords had so many free begotten children! that their possessions were not
extensive enough to provide for their future. Therefore they took counsel how to provide
for their children and find them an honest livelihood. And they sent for wise masters of the
worthy science of Geometry, that through their wisdom they might provide them with some
honest living. Then one of them that was called Euclid, a most subtil and wise inventor®
regulated [that science] and art and called it Masonry. And so in this art of his he honestly
taught the children of great lords according to the desire of the fathers and the free consent
of their children. And having taught them with great care for a certain time, they were
not all alike capable of exercising the said art, wherefore the said master Euclid ordained
that those that surpassed the others in skill should be honoured above the others. And
[comman]ded to call the more skilful *“master’ and for [him] to instruct the less skilful.
The which masters were called masters of nobility, of knowledge and skill in that art.
Nevertheless they commanded that they that were of less knowledge should not be called
servants or subjects, but fellows, on account of the nobility of their gentle blood. - In this
manner was the aforesaid art begun in the land of Egypt by the aforesaid master Euclid,
and so it spread from country to country and from kingdom to kingdom.

Many years after, in the time of king Athelstan, sometime king of England, by com-
mon assent of his Council and other great lords of the land on account of great defects found
amongst masons, a certain rule was ordained for them.

Once a year or every three years as might appear needful to the king and great lords
of the land and all the comunity, congregations should be called by the masters from coantry
to country and from province to province of all masters, masons and fellows in the said art.
And at such congregations those that are made masters shall be examined in the articles
hereafter written and be ransacked whether they be able and skilful in order to serve the
lords to their profit and to the honour of the aforesaid art. And moreover they shall be
charged to well and truly expend the goods of their lords, as well of the lowest as of the
highest ; for those are their lords for the time being of whom they take their pay in recom-
pense of their service and toil.

The first article is this. That every master of this art should be wise, and true to the
lord who employs him, expending his goods carefully as he would his own were expended ;
and not give more pay to any mason than he knows him to have earned, according to the
dearth (or scarcity, and therefore price) of corn and victuals in the con ntry, and this withont
favouritism, for every man is to be rewarded according to his work.

The second article is this. That every master of the art shall be warned beforehand
to come to his congregation, in order that he may duly come there, unless he may [be]
excused for some cause or other. But if he be found [i.e., accused of being] rebellious at
such congregation, or at fault in any way to his employer’s harm or the reproach? of this
art, he shall not be excused unless he be in peril of death.* And though he be in peril of
death, yet must he give notice of his illness’ to the master who is the presidentS of the
gathering.

The [third] article is this. That no master take no apprentice for a shorter term
than seven years at least, for the reason that such as have been bound a shorter time can not
adequately learn their art, nor be able to truly serve their employer and earn the pay that a
mason should.

The fourth article is this. That no master shall for any reward take as an apprentice
a bondsman born, because his lord to whom he is a bondsman mighttake him, as he is entitled
to, from his art and carry him away with him from out the Lodge, or out of the place he is
working in. And because his fellows peradventure might help him and take his part, and
thence manslaughter might arise; therefore it is forbidden. And there is another reason ;
because his art was begun by the freely begotten children of great lords, as aforesaid.

The fifth article is this. That no master shall pay more to his apprentice during the
time of his apprenticeship, whatever profit he may take thereby, than he well knows him to
have deserved of the lord that employs him ; and not even quite so much, in order that the
lord of the works where he is taught may have some profit by his being tanght there.

The sixth article is this. That no master from covetousness or for gain shall accept
an apprentice that is unprofitable ; that is, having any maim (or defect) by reason of which
he is incapable of doing a mason’s proper work,

! d.., logitimate, not born of concubines or bondwomen. 2 founder.
3 repreue, i.e. reproof. 4 4.e., sick unto death. 5 dessese, i.e., dis-ease. S pryncipalle.




The Matthew Cooke MS.

The seventh article is this. That no master shall knowingly help or cause to be
maintained and sustained any common nightwalker robber by which nightwalking they may
be rendered incapable! of doing a fair day’s work and toil : a condition of things by which
their fellows might be made wrath.

Ths eighth article is this. Should it befall that a perfect and skilful mason come and
apply for work and find one working who is incompetent and unskilful, the master of the
place shall discharge the incompetent and engage the skilful one, to the advantage of the
employer.

The ninth article is this. That no master shall supplant another. TFor it is said in
the art of masonry that no man can so well complete a work, to the advantage of the lord,
begun by another, as he who began it intending to end it? in accordance with his own plans,
or [he] to whom he shows his plans.?

These regulations following were made by the lords (employers) and masters of
divers provinces and divers congregations of masonry.

[First point] To wit: whosoever desires to become a mason,* it behoves him before
all things to [love] God and the holy Church and all the Saints; and his master and fellows
as his own brothers.

The second point. He must give a fair day’s work for his pay.

The third [point]. He shall hele the counsel of his fellows in lodge and in chamber,
and wherever masons meet.

The fourth point. He shall be no traitor to the art and do it no harm, nor conform
to any enactments® against the art nor against the members thereof : but he shall maintain
it in all honour to the best of his ability.

The fifth point. When he receives his pay he shall take it without murmuring, as
may be arranged at the time by the master; and he shall fulfil the agreement regarding the
hours of work and rest, as ordained and set by the master.

The sixth point. In case of disagreement between him and his fellows, he shall
unquestioningly obey the master and be silent thereon at the bidding of his master, or of his
master’s warden in his master’s absence, until the next following holiday and shall then
settle the matter according to the verdict of his fellows; and not upon a work-day because
of the hindranceS to the work and to the lord’s interests.

The seventh point. He shall not covet the wife nor the daughter of his master or of
his fellows unless it be in marriage, neither shall he hold concubines, on account of the
discord this might create amongst them.

The eighth point. Should it befall him to be his master’s warden, he shall be a true
mediator” between his master and his fellows : and he shall be active in his master’s absence,
to the honour of his master and the profit of the lord who employs him.

The ninth point. If he be more wise and skilful than his fellow working with him in
the Lodge or in any other place, and he perceive that for want of skill® he is about to spoil
the stone upon which he is working and can teach him to improve the stone, he shall instruct
and help him; so that love may increase the more amongst them and the work of his
employer be not lost.

‘When the master and fellows, being forewarned, are come to such congregations, the
sheriff of the country, or the mayor of the city, or alderman of the town in which the
congregation is held, shall if need be, be fellow and associate of the master of the congregation,
to help him against disobedient members? to maintain the rights of the realm.

And at the commencement of the proceedings, new men who have never been charged
before are to be charged in this manner. Ye shall never be thieves nor thieves’ maintainers,
and shall do a fair day’s work and toil for your pay that you take of the lord, and shall
render true accounts to your fellows in all matters which should be accounted for to them,
and love them as yourselves. And ye shall be true to the king of England and to the realm :
and that ye keep with all your might and [power] all the aforesaid articles.l

After that an enquiry shall be held whether any master or fellow summoned to the
meeting, have broken any of the beforesaid articles, which, if they have done, it shall be
then and there adjudicated upon.

Therefore be it known ; if any master or fellow being forewarned to come to the con-
gregation, be contumacious!! and appear not ; or having trespassed against any of the afore-
said articles shall be convicted ; he shall forswear his masonry and shall no longer exercise
the craft. And if he presume so to do, the sheriff of the country in which he may be found

1 probably through want of rest. 2 for to end hit. 3 maters.
4to come to the state of the forseyd art.
5 articles. For my reasons for holding articles to be equivalent to lezal enactments, see post.
6 lettynge, i.e., prevention, hindrance. 7 mene. 8 defawte of connyng. 9 rebelles.
10 Notice that, the sheriff being present, thus constituting it a legal meeting, the articles only, and
not the points, are mentioned. 11 rebelle.
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at work shall put him in prison and take all his goods for the use of the king, until his (the
king’s) grace be granted and showed him.

For this cause chiefly were these congregations ordained; that the lowest as well as
the highest might be well and truly served in the aforesaid art throughout all the kingdom
of England.

Amen, so mote it be.

The inferences derivable from a close examination of the MS. are of a highly interest-
ing and, in some cases, of a rather startling nature.

The first point to be noted is, that the Add. MS. 23,198, is not an original document,
but a transcript. It contains many orthographical and clerical errors which we should
scarcely expect to find committed by a writer, if putting his own ideas on paper, but which
are of constant occurrence in the case of a clerk copying from a document before him.

At line 80 we find we for whowe (who)
el b 3 . BF 2 ol SO
i AL e 5 rand
, 043 » Nembroth ,  Cain (corrected by the scribe)
v 496 M, £ »  they
3 629 ,, nhames 5,  Inaners
40660 y  thost »  taust
Sty ,» benynynge ,  begynynge
w892 »  perseyne »  perseyue (perceive)

Most of these indicate the carelessness of a scribe copying mechanically and without
attending to the sense of his words. Other orthographical errors I have taken no notice of,
but there are many, some of which are noted in the paraphrase.

There are omissions, which tell more strongly still, as an author would naturally
read over his work every now and then as he proceeds, and thus discover and rectify them,
whereas a transcriber would go on, in blissful ignorance of having made a hash of the sense.
Some instances are

line 371 after hat insert s
5 048 so omd 2 at
55 1063 »  ordeyned ” (probably) that science, for at
present the and conjoins nothing
5 155 st lhe 3 third
,y 839 AR 1 A love

Line 183 is a replica of line 182 and how this arose is evident. The clerk copied as
far as * Cite that” and then looking to his original took up his next sentence at the first
that instead of the second: a very frequent error of copyists. At line 344 he discovered a
somewhat similar mistake and rectified it by erasure of the redundant words. The insertion
of the word ¢ylle, subsequently erased, at line 698 is curious, for it does not really occur in
the MS. until line 950, where it is placed in exactly the same position on the page. Did the
wind turn over several pages of the original ? Some such accident seems the only plausible
explanation of its insertion ; but it is quite evident that the compiler himself would not have
written it, for it is impossible to imagine any combination of words to suceeed it which
would make sense with those preceding.

The fact that the MS. is a copy, is perhaps more curious than important, because,
although it points to the existence of an earlier original, this may not have preceded the
instrument under consideration by many years. On the other hand it might be of much
earlier date ; but, inasmuch as the copyist would naturally, and unconsciously even,
modernize the spelling, we can scarcely expect to decide that question by an examination of
the version before us.

The original compiler was evidently anxious to exhibit his learning, as the constant
reference to classic authorities indicates. This may be the effect of the pretensions of a
literary quack or the harmless vanity of a really erudite man; but in any case, the author
must have been of considerably better education than even a favourable specimen of a
mediseval stonemason. Under these circumstances it is interesting and even important to
gather from the MS. that he was himself a member of the Craft. The passages on which I
base this conclusion are (line 418) “ Elders that were bi for us of masons,”—implying that
the writer was himself a mason and an elder of the craft; (line 421) “ We have now in owre
chargys;” (line 423), “ We have seyn hem [z.e. the charges] writen in latyn and in Frensche
bothe ;” as it is scarcely to be presumed that a stranger to the Craft would have had access
to so many copies. And again in lines 640-1, “taught in the boke of oure charges.”
Throughout the writer identifies himself with his audience, that is, the members of the Craft,




The Matthew Cooke MS.

and nowhere do I find the least indication to the contrary. He himself employs the term
“ gpeculative,” and I shall, further on, consider in what sense he applied the word; but I
think he fairly complies with the present definition of a  speculative mason.”

Those who are tolerably acquainted with a few of the many known versions of the
Manuscript Constitutions of Masons, will, on reading through the Matthew Cooke MS., at
once recognize that down to line 638 the writer does not diverge in any great measure from
the beaten track. But at this point, just where he should begin the rehearsal of the Athelstan
Charges, he remarks—and the words are pregnant with great importance—* Of the whiche
charges manors & semble as is write and taught in the boke of oure charges wher for I leue
hit at this tyme.” These concluding words distinctly imply that, not at this, but at some
other time he will rehearse them.

At line 643 he begins afresh with the Euclid legend (omitting all the previous history)
and in a condensed narrative carries us over the former ground to the point at which he left
off, and then redeems his promise by reciting the full charges. This duplication of a part of
the traditional history cannot fail to arrest our attention ; and I shall show presently that we
have here two distinct manuscripts, and that the first 642 lines only are the composition of
the anthor ; whilst the version from line 643 to the end, line 960, is of much older date.

The question at once arises, “ who conjoined these two manuscripts : the author of the
first, or the copyist P’ The answer is equally ready. Not the copyist but the author himself,
because had he broken off at line 642 he would have failed in his implied promise and left
his story incomplete, nay, wanting its most important feature.

1 shall now attempt to prove that this document consists of two distinct manuscripts
and that the latter is the earlier. Inasmuch as they have both passed through the hands of
a later transcriber, who, as I have already said, would inadvertently modernise the
orthography ; we should not look for any great and palpable difference between them. Yet
even under these disadvantageous circumstances, some slight indications may perhaps exist.
To properly pursue this line of research would require a more intimate acquaintance with
early English writings than I can claim ; but even to my inexperienced eyes, the verbiage of
the second MS. appears rather more archaic than that of the first. It certainly gave me
more trouble to construe, and that is a pretty good test. Again in the first 642 lines the
Anglo-Saxon guttural g, written 3, only occurs four times; in the last 818 it recurs nine
times, or nearly five times as often. In the first portion we have the word “ Felowe ¥—in
the latter it is written Felau eight times, Felaw twice, and Felawe thrice, and once only do
we meet it as Felows. But there exists a still more convincing proof, to be referred to later,
and which to my mind decides the question.

That the two parts are not by the same author is very obvious. To begin with, there
is the difference of style. The one is diffused, the other curt, and even meagre. The first
is interlarded with latin, and peppered with quotations and references to authorities, profane
and divine ; revealing at least a cultared, if somewhat pedantic, mind. The author attempts
to argue and prove every point, and from line 81 to 130 we have a very curious sample of
schoolman’s logic. In plain words it amounts to this. Every craft works with tools. Every
tool is made of some kind of earth or ore, and has some proportion or measure. Geometry
means earth-mensuration. Therefore every craft is indebted to Geometry. And he winds
up by stating that he could produce further proof of his proposition did time and space
permit. Note also his attempt, at lines 580-588, to rebut previous writers and to prove that
Charles Martel was no usurper. Now of this learned pedantry we find no trace in the second
portion. We have not even a single reference to the Bible, much less to the classics. It is
a plain straight-forward unvarnished tale, beginning abruptly with ¢ Good men,” and going
to the pith of the matter, from which it never deviates, at once.

Then the author is very addicted to a particular form of address. The usual style in
these MS. Constitutions is * Our intent is to tell you truly,” and oneinstance of this is found
at line 80. But at lines 40, 182, and 289 our author uses a phrase much more in consonance
with his apparent character ; “ Ye schulle vnderstonde,” which at line 371 he varies to “ Ye
schylle knaw welle.” Of this phrase no sign is to be found in the second manuscript.

Another of his favourite words is “reasonable.”” We find it at lines 128, 633, and 637
in place of reasoning, fair, and fitting respectively. At line 895 he employs it very curiously,
“ takyt resonabulle your mede,” meaning, as all the MS. Constitutions enable us to say, take
your pay thankfully, without murmuring. The second portion uses the word “ mekely ” to
render the same idea. And at lines 365, 426, and 502 we have the expression “ Reason wolde
that,” signifying, it is but reasonable that. But in the whole of the second portion the word
reason or reasonable does not occur once.

In the first portion the general gathering of the Masons is called “semly” and
“gemble ” (lines 597, 639). This word is not once used in the second portion, but instead
thereof we have, at lines 708, 712, 742, 830, 907, 939, and 953, “ congregacion.”
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Our author mentions Euclid several times, thrice as Enclidnis, once each as Enclyd
and Enclyde, and thrice as Enclide. The substitution of n for u I attribute to the ignorance
of the transeriber and the similarity of these two letters in old manuscripts. This word is
therefore sufficiently correct to be the production of our learned brother. But in the second
manuscript it is given as Englet and Englat (lines 662, 675, 691), a form which our author
could not possibly have used, although it is found in other documents of the Craft. In the
first portion he is invariably described as ‘ that worthy clerk ” (464, 487, 519), in the latter
as “maister.”

Tt is impossible to avoid the conclusion that we have in this document two distinct
compilations ; and further, that if the second was tacked on to the first by the author thereof,
the second must necessarily have pre-existed, and is therefore of earlier date. That the writer
knew of an earlier version of the Craft-legend is evident. I have already quoted lines
418-424, which assert that the story and charges of Euclid were possessed by former “ Elders
of Masons.” At lines 534 and 641 he again alludes to the “ Boke of Chargys.” Taking
these three passages together we learn the contents of this book of charges. It narrated
the history of Euclid, and recited the charges of that worthy, and it dealt with the assembly
ordered by Athelstan, and the charges and usages of the masons of that day. Now I am
very desirous that my readers should refer to all these passages and carefully study the
document as a whole, for it is a remarkable fact that nowhere does he indicate that the Boke
of Chargys contained any thing else. Only one passage at first appears to contradict this
positon and that is at lines 565-8, where he states that “old bokys of masonry” attest the
fact that Solomon confirmed the charges of David. But our author here does not speak of
the book, but of old books generally; still less is it the book of Charges, but books of masonry ;
probably works of architecture, if the books existed at all except in his imagination.
Personally, I do not believe they did, otherwise he would have quoted the titles in full, and
been only too glad of the opportunity to air his erndition. I believe we have here the
earliest accurate description of the contents of the original Constitutions of the operative
masons.

At the end of his manuscript, as already shown, he refrains from reciting the charges
of Athelstan (or his son) for * this tyme” ; evidently implying that he will give them later.
And at the very next line he began to fulfil his promise, not by copying these charges out of
the book, but by attaching to his manuscript the full text of a pre-existing document which
was ready to his hand. That such was the case is, I think, now quite clear; and I almost
venture to assume that he did not even take the trouble to re-write it, but simply tacked it
on, or bound it up with his own. Otherwise he would scarcely have repeated the Euclid
and Athelstan legends, all the more as the latter differs slightly from his own version ; and
being an educated man, he would not have contented himself with copying, but have left
his personal impress on the document and assimilated its style to his own.

If my arguments thus far have obtained the concurrence of the reader, he will be by
this time prepared for my next assertion, viz., that the second portion of Add. MS., 23,198
is neither more nor less than *the Boke of Chargys > itself. It agrees with the description
contained in the body of the document, it conforms in every particular to what we should
expect such a manuscript to be, it is curt, business-like, to the point; no portion of it is
missing in the subsquent old Manuscript Constitutions, and finally, the most natural course
for the author to pursue was to make use of * the boke of Chargys.” I donot wish to assert
that this MS. is the original book, or a copy of it, faithful in every particular, or even very
much older than the first portion of the manuscript. It is probably not more than 50 or 60
years earlier than the author's time; but I do affirm that it is evidently the book in use
among the masons of some particular part of the kingdom when and where our anthor was
associating with them. And further than this, it is undoubtedly the purest, least altered
copy of these Constitutions that has at present come down to us, and therefore the most
valuable ; far exceeding in intrinsic value the metrical version of it preserved to us in the
Regius MS., No. 17, A.1; because less altered by poetical license. With two exceptions I
believe it to be in all probability the exact counterpart of the first and original Constitu-
tion.” These are, first, the onter garb of language, which between, say the 12th and 15th
centuries, altered very considerably ; and secondly, it is possible that the original version
began with king Athelstan, and that the legend of Euclid represents the first of a long series
of embellishments applied throughout the ages to the laws of the Craft.

The Matthew Cooke MS., taken as a whole, consists then of a commentary, preceding
a version of the “ Old Charges.” Subsequentrolls of the Constitutions make this commentary
a part of the ¢ Book” itself. Brother Gould is therefore right in placing this MS. apart
from the others, because it is, as it were, an example of the transition state of this class of
documents, and yet (as I hope to show), not their forerunner: but he is wrong in classing it
with the Regius MS., from which it differs much more widely. Strike out from the manu-
script the repetition of the Euclid and Athelstan histories (some 52 lines only), and it at
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once becomes a typical ¢ roll of the Constitutions.” But deprive it of the preliminary com-
mentary, and it assumes its proper place, as the head of all the old Constitutions, the earliest,
purest, and most important yet discovered.

I cannot help comparing our author to Dr. James Anderson, some 300 years later.
Both found ready to their hands old documents, and each set to work to improve upon his
originals; but with this difference: the one was enjoined to digest ” the old records into a
method more befitting a new state of affairs, whilst his predecessor had probably no other
motive than the honour of his craft and the instruction and pleasure of his fellows. Neither
do T believe that he was the first embellisher, because somebody else had perhaps previously
added the Euclid legend, and many copies of this version must have been in existence, for we
see that the versifier of the Regius MS. had such an arrangement before him also, and in
our author’s days it formed an integral part of the Boke ;” and because, as I shall show,
our author’s own additions were evidently not all original and are not the source of more
recent additions of the same tenour. The fashion of his time, and for 300 years afterwards,
was to refine on the Craft-legend; he followed the stream, but by some accident was diverted
into a backwater, and mever reached the ocean, and what is absolutely original in his
composition was never handed down and found no imitator.

Let me explain my position clearly. If the version under consideration had served
as the basis for subsequent manuscripts, we should expect to find, in one or all of these
every feature of the original, together with more or fewer further accretions. If in all
subsequent manuscripts we find certain curious and important particulars missing, then
these manuscripts do not derive, even indirectly, from the Matthew Cooke MS. If we find
that the later versions and the Matthew Cooke MS. have, in spite of this, certain other
features in common, we must assume that these are in both cases derived from a pre-existing
common original. And such is really the case.! I will first point out some very remarkable
passages which are not reproduced in later versions, but which are of such a nature that we
can hardly imagine their being voluntarily omitted, knowing as we do that the tendency has
always been to add more and more.

These are, the first 26 lines, dilating on the goodness of God; the definition of
Geometry and its derivation (86-98) ; the schoolman’s logic already referred to (99-125)7;
the ingenious theory that Jubal discovered the science or theory of music from the ring and
weight combined of his brother’s hammers, the suggestion of a really scientific mind ; the
possibility of Naamah being Noah's wife (237) ; the description of the art of making clothing
before Naamah’s time (247-251); the fact that the brothers petitioned Jabal to make the
pillars (287-280), and that it was he alone who wrote on them, thereby proving himself the
most scientific of all the brothers (284-289) ; the suggestion that he wrote not only the four
crafts but all the seven sciences (299-301) ; that Pythagoras found one of the pillars (322-3);
the geographical description of Nimrod’s kingdom (238-342) ; the defence of Charles Martel’s
legitimacy (584-9); the mention of St. Adhabelle (603)3; that Athelstan’s son was a
theoretical geometer or speculative mason before joining the Craft (624) ; and, finally, his
references to classical authorities. As far as my recollection goes, not one of these points is
treated of in the medimval versions of the “0ld Charges,” and therefore I say that our
author has not served as a model to subsequent writers.

On the other hand, much of the legendary lore in the Add. MS. 23,198 was embodied
in later writings of the Craft, which proves that at least one contemporaneous or previous
writer, from whom, or from whose congeners subsequent compilers copied, was known to our
author. This gives us the measure of the amplification which the craft-legend had already
undergone at that date. Amongst these must be reckoned the enumeration of the seven
liberal sciences [also treated of in the Regius MS.]: the story of Lamech’s children; of
Noah’s flood ; of the tower of Babel (ascribed by the Regius MS. to Nebuchadnezzar and
very shortly related), of Nimrod and Nineveh, Nimrod’s charges, of Abraham in Egypt, of
his pupil Euclid, of the straits to which the Egyptians were reduced by the plenitude of their
fruitfulness (also given in the Regius MS.), Euclid’s charges, David and Solomon’s temple,
of Charles Martel, of St. Alban, and of Athelstan’s son. These additions {o the original
charges were evidently not known to the versifier of the Regius MS. with the exception of
the three noted. Here we must suppose one of two causes. Either they were first added
between the dates of the two documents, or more probably they took their rise in a district
near our author and remote from the poet, to whose neighbourhood they had not yet

1T except, of course, one or two MSS. of the 18th century, which are avowedly copied from the
Matthew Cooke MS. For instance, the Woodford M$., now in the possession of the Lodge.

2 Other MSS. dilate on the superiority of Geometry, it is true, but not quite on the same grounds.

3 This Saint is quite unknown. Dr. Plot laughs at Masons for their legend of St. Amphibalus, so
some MS. or other must have contained the latter name. Are these two saints connected ? The transcriber
might possibly be answerable for the confusion.
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percolated. But, according to my argument they must at some spot of England have been
the common property of the Craft even before our author’s time.

One further supposition may possibly be formulated. I think we may assume that
that province or district which had so early elaborated to such an extent the original ** Boke
of Chargys,” was ahead of all others, and that what was not current there was probably
evolved at a later period of our history. To this class of additions belong Naymus Grecus,
the assertion that St. Alban was a steward of the king’s household, the name (Edwin) of
Athelstan’s son, the story that it was this Edwin who compiled the book of Charges, and
the assigning to York the honour of being the seat of the first assembly. But this is only
an inference, based upon less convincing premises than my other assertions; for it is quite
possible that the York legend was current in that province much earlier and only found
acceptance elsewhere gradually. But in any case we find by far the major part of the
“ Constitutions” as they descended to us in later documents, already the common property
of at least one section of the Craft, at the date of the Add. MS. 23,198.

To put the matter concisely. We have three documents before us,—the Regius
poem—the Cooke MS.—and a typical roll of the Constitutions,—of which the poem is acknow-
ledged to be the oldest. We have also four classes of events mentioned, as follows

Class A is contained in all three documents, pointing to an earlier common original.

Class B is found only in the Cooke MS.—consequently these details are the compila-
tion of the author of this instrument, and moreover, he has not served as a pattern for the
later rolls.

Class O is contained in the Cooke MS., and in the Rolls, but not in the Regius.
Therefore the original of the Cooke may have served the later scribes, but not the earlier
versifier, pointing to a divergence of readings before the date of the poem.

Class D is found in the Rolls only, and is therefore of more recent date than the
Cooke MS.

A Table would show it thus:—

UNKNOWN ORIGINAL.
(ContaINING CLASs A ONLY.)

I |
REGIUS POEM. UNKNOWN VERSION.
(CoNtaINING CrLAss A ONLY.) (ConTaINING Crasses, A, & C.)

|
MATTHEW COOKE MS.
(ContAINING CLASSES A, B, & C.)

ROLLS OF THE CONSTITUTION.
(ConraINING CraAssEs A, O, & D.)

Many minor deductions follow from a minute study of the manusecript, but I will
content myself by calling attention to one passage only ; before passing to the consideration
of the “ Boke of Chargys” itself. At line 621 we read that Athelstan’s son “lernyd practyke
of that sciens to his speculatyf. For of speculatyf he was a master.” In other words, he
was a speculative mason. But we must be careful not to misunderstand the phrase or to
jump to a hasty conclusion. To day a speculative mason is one who has been initiated into
the rites of Freemasonry, even if not a mason by profession. Itis put into sharp contrast
with “operative,” and the assumption is, that only in rare instances is a Freemason an
operative mason or in the least interested in real masonry. The original meaning of
«gpeculative ” is hardly appreciated in our common use of the term. It was not so at the
time of the revival in 1717 and for years after. At that time whole lodges were largely
recruited from the ranks of operative masonry, and these members were operative Freemasons.
The brothers of other professions admitted to their rites were speculative Freemasons, that
is, they were Freemasons who were acquainted with the artin a speculative manner only,
theoretically and by study ; and old orations sufficiently demonstrate that all were expected
(whether seriously or not) to make themselves theoretically acquainted with the science of
Geometry and the practise of architecture. That this expectation was never (or rarely)
seriously entertained, is beside the question; it was aanounced and the fiction covered and
explained the use of the term speculative. But it is obvious that one could be a speculative
mason, but not an accepted and speculative Freemason, without joining the fraternity; the
means of architectural study existed outside the Lodge. This is exactly the position which our
author assigns to Athelstan’s son. Theoretically and by study, or speculatively, the prince
had acquired a masterly knowledge of geometry and architecture, and for the sake of
becoming practically acquainted with its application, he consorted with the masons and was
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made a mason himself. We thus see that inthe 15th and again in the 18th century Masonic
documents use the word in precisely the same sense ; but the curious part is that intervening
manuscripts reveal no trace of its usage. And yet, I believe, it was handed down amongst
the masons, and not re-introduced fortuitously by Anderson or his co-temporaries, for the
following reasons.

The original meaning of the word was the opposite of operative or practical ; viz.,
theoretical, and as such we find it again used in the early years of the 18th century. Brother
Gould, with his usnal thoroughness, has collected nine examples of the use of the word in
the intervening centuries, in many cases contrasted with the words operative and practical.l
Of these, seven are directly connected with Geometry. Nevertheless, all this time the word was
gradually losing its primitive significance of theoretical, until at this moment only a very
correct writer would think of so applying it. It is no longer theoretical as opposed to
practical, but intimates a process of inductive reasoning, an arguing from the known to the
unknown. Thus a speculative merchant is one who forecasts the future of goods or prices
from his knowledge of their present conditions, and stakes his fortunes on the result. A
scientific speculation is a theory of nnknown conditions based upon known facts. And in
the centuries intervening, we see from Shakespeare, who uses the word as synonymous with
thought or intelligence, that its primary meaning of theory opposed to practise had generally
ceased to obtain

“Thou hast no speculation in those eyes
‘Which thou dost glare with.”

Presuming that the masons in 1717 had to find or coin a word to express a non-opera-
tive mason, I cannot believe that they would have selected one to be used in a sense already
practically obsolete; the coincidence would be truly remarkable. They would possibly have
fallen back upon *theoretical,” if left to themselves; but under the guidance of Dr.
Anderson, I should expect to see introduced the old Scottish Masonic expression * geomatic.”
And no where else do we find “ speculative” so used, except in Masonry : no other trade can
produce a parallel. The amateur florist, the scientific agriculturist, the theoretical mathe-
matician, the experimental chemist, as opposed to the gardener, farmer, accountant, or
manafacturing chemist, do not, and never have, called themselves speculative. In spite of
the failure of documentary evidence, I therefore believe that the Masons handed this word
down amongst themselves, and that it is a genuine relic of antiquity.

We now come to the consideration of the second portion, or Boke of Chargys. That
it did not at that time exist in one copy only, is proved by an examination of the first portion
of the Regius MS. The versifier in that case must have had before him an almost identical
document, for after making allowances for the redundancy of a poetic paraphrase, we shall
find that these two MSS. are absolutely one and the same, except in certain particulars,
which prove that the version given in Add. MS. 23,198 is of greater antiquity and therefore
%urer than that utilised by the poet, although the poem is earlier in date than the Matthew

ooke MS.

In both documents the introductory history conmsists only of the recital of the dearth
of a suitable profession in Egypt, the intervention of Euclid, his charges, the arrival of the
Craft in England in Athelstan’s days (no mention is made of his son), and his charges, which
are given at length and comprise the rest of the manuscript. Even peculiar expressions are
preserved in the poem. Compare line 667, “ bi the prayer of the fathers,” with line 29 of
the poem, “ Throsgh fadrys prayers and modrys also.” And again, line 685 ef seq., ¢ Schold
not be callyd sernante ner sogette but felaus,” with line 49, “ Ny soget, ny servand.”

With a comparison of the Articles and points my theory appears, but only momentarily
so0, in danger, because the poem recites fifteen of each and the prose version only nine.
A more critical inspection reveals the fact that the additional clauses are such as would be
necessitated by the extra experience gained in the lapse of years, and therefore proves the
original of the poem to be a more recent version than that of the Cooke MS. Comparing
the Articles in both versions we discover that,—

1. The master shall faithfully serve the lord, and not pay his workmen more than
the price of victuals justifies ;

2. That a master duly summoned shallfnot absent himself from the “ congregation ”
without good excuse;

3. The prentice to be bound for seven years ;

4. The prentice to be of free birth ;

7. To harbour no thieves; and

8. To prefer the skilled workman to the less skilled ;
are practically the same, and often word for word identical.

1 Higtory of Freemasonry, IL., p. 247.
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Article 5 of the prose version, not to pay the apprentice more than he fairly earns, is
No. 6 in the Poem ; and Article 6, to reject maimed candidates, is No. 5 of the Poem. The
reason of this precept is given ; because he could not do a fair days’ work; and the Add.
MS., or the oldest version, limits the ¢ maim " expressly to causes which might incapacitate
him in his work. In view of the absurd requirement which some Grand Lodges set up,
that a candidate should be absolutely perfect, this  old landmark ” is worthy of 'attention.

No. 9, no master shall supplant another, because obviously not so fitted to complete
the work satisfactorily, is No. 10 of the Poem.

There remain Nos. 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, and 15 of the Poem to account for.

9. A master shall be proficient and be careful in laying his foundations. The first
proviso may be gathered from the preamble to the charges in the prose version, and the
second looks like an after enactment, the result of sorrowful experience.

11. Not to work at night: 12. Not to ran down a fellow’s work: 13. To complete
the education of his apprentice: 14. To take no apprentice unless he have work to set him
upon: and 15, not to take the part of his workmen when they are at fault, are all clearly
later enactments, suggested by past occurrences and complaints that had been made. They
prove that the rhymed version is from a later original than the prose.

Now let us turn our attention to the points.

1. To love God, the Church and ones fellow.

2. To give a fair day’s work for the master’s wage.

3. The mason must keep his master’s and fellows’ counsel.

4. And be faithful to the Craft.

5. And take his pay ‘“mekely” : the master shall give limely warning that a man’s
services are no longer required.

; 6. The settlement of disputes are to be remitted to a Holy or non-working day.

7. A mason shall not improperly desire his fellow’s or master’s wife, daughter, or
concubine.

8. The warden shall be a true mediator between master and man.

All these are identical in both versions with the following slight exceptions. The
italicised portion of No.  is found in the poem only and clearly points to a want which
experience had shown to need a remedy. In No. 7 the prose version forbids concubinage,
the rhymed one only prohibits unlawfully desiring a fellow’s concubine. And in No. 8 the
poem does not mention the warden by his title, but refers to him as having a “cure” or
charge from his master.

No. 9 of the Cooke MS., that a more skilled craftsman should instruct the less skilled
and avoid the possible waste of material, is the same as 11 of the Poem.

In the poem six further points are enumerated: but in the Add. MS. there follows
after the 9th point a recapitulation or summary, and this contains five of these points. Thus
No. 9 will be found practically at lines 921-5; 12 at 901-12 ; 13 at 915-17 ; 14 at 926-35; and
15 at 936-52. They therefore contain nothing new and with the exception of No. 9 are not
points at all, as I shall show later on. No. 10, that no mason slander his fellow, is not provided
for in the prose version except inferentially at line 925, “and hem love as hem selfe.”

This portion of the poem concludes with a clause entitled * Alia ordinacio artis
gemetrie.” This, with the exception of the last ten lines, in which Athelstan is apparently
made to recite the very words of the charter in his own person, are however given in the
preamble to Athelstan’s charges of the prose version. We thus see that the poem contains
nothing enumerated by the Cooke MS., except the additional articles already commented on,
whilst every enactment and detail of the prose version is contained in the poem. This alone
speaks strongly for the superior antiquity of the original on which the prose version is
founded.

My comments have already run to such a length that I must not stop to point out
the remarkable similiarity in expression and verbiage between the two versions. Let the
student, however, collate the two manuscripts, article for article, and point for point, and he will
see how faithfully the poet has done his work. Even through the ornate garb of rhyme and
rhythm, and in spite of the liberties thus rendered imperative, we are enabled clearly and
certainly to identify the original text.

‘We are now arrived at the consideration of a most interesting question ; the essential
difference between the articles and the points. I shall content myself with referring to the
later MS. : but will premise that the same arguments would apply to the Poem ; the results
to be deduced from either are identical.

Beginning at line 696 we read, that in Athelstan’s time, by his counsel and that of
the lords of the realm, by common assent, a rule was established for the masons. That, as
might appear advisable to the king and his lords and the community in general, an assembly
should be held every year or third year by the masters and fellows, at one place or another
as might be needful. It then provides for the procedure at these congregations and recites
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the ArTicLES. Nowhere does it state that the masters assisted to formulate these articles, on
the contrary, it states the rule (or rules) was made for them by the king and his lords.
The articles were therefore a legal enactment, and the preamble and original nine probably
contain the original clauses of Athelstan’s charter, or, at least, of the charter which the
masons, rightly or wrongly, ascribed to him. That these might be extended at future
assemblies (as the Poem would lead us to suppose was done) is probable, because the chief
representative of the king, in the province in which the assembly was held, was to be
associated with the presiding master.

On the other hand, when we come to the points, line 827, we are no longer told that
they were made at one time, but at divers times, in divers places, evidently as experience
proved their necessity ; and not by the King and his Council, but by employers (lords) and
masters. They therefore had not the effect of law but were simple trade regulations. And
the clauses themselves justify this inference in a remarkable manner. Every one of the nine
articles is a political enactment, conducive to the welfare of the state, a police regulation, so
to speak : and the six additional ones of the poem come under the same definition. Every
one of the nine points is calculated for the good of the Craft or of the masters, and affects
the state and employers only remotely. The addition to point 5in the Poem is in favour of
the workman ; as are the added portions of Nos. 9 and 10.

At line 901 of the prose version, after point 9, the procedure to be observed at the
assembly is continued, and the following lines contain the remaining four points of the Poem.
Analogy would therefore lead us to infer that they are rather to be classed as legal enact-
ments or articles, and this they are most evidently.

Point 12 provides that the provincial authorities shall render aid and assistance to the
president, a proviso beyond the power of a mere trade assembly to lay down; 13, that no
dishonest craftsman shall be employed ; 14, that the masons shall swear to obey the
ordinances, and to be liegemen to the king, and 15 establishes a correctional police to enforce
the ordinance and articles. The poet was clearly wrong in calling these points: but neither
are they additional articles, because the Boke of Chargys shows them to have been enacted
in the first instance.

It has been generally assumed by Masonic writers of the old school that the Constitu-
tions point to one general yearly assembly for the whole country, and that its place of meeting
was York. The wording of this, the earliest Book of Charges, confutes this view. The
assembly was to be held as necessity might arise when and where required, once a year or
every third year as “ nede were,” and from province to province and country to country.
That it was not held at any stated time or place is proved by the necessity of * warning ”
the masters and fellows (hence our “summons ”); and line 742 speaks of “ his ” congregation,
implying that there were different meetings for the different districts, otherwise the words
would have been  the” congregation. In later documents a limit of distance is given, a
mason living beyond the radius being excused, evidently a more recent enactment (compar-
able to our cable-tow), forced upon the Craft by experience. The distance varies from 5
miles to 100, and we can easily imagine that this arose from the great disparity in the extent
of the districts controlled from one centre; or even, perhaps, the districts may have been
extended as facilities of travel increased and roads improved.

This MS. also incidentally mentions a small and inevitable circumstance, curiously
omitted in other and later MSS., viz., that the meeting was presided over by a master : ““ the
maister that is pryncipalle of the gederynge,” (line 754). He was virtually the Grand
Master, for the time being, although the title did not really arise until 1717.

The meeting being duly assembled and graced by the presence of the Mayor,
Alderman, or Sheriff, became invested with legal powers (901-912).

The rirsT business was to charge men that had never been charged before (912-14).
It is impossible to read this otherwise than that apprentices who had served their time were
here declared free of the craft, master workmen, admitted into the fellowship. In the 1723
Constitutions, Grand Lodge takes the place of these assemblies, and it was ordained that
only at Grand Lodge should masons be received fellows and masters.

At the ExD of the meeting an enquiry was made (930), and this custom still obtains.

Many of the articles and points still find their counterparts in our present usages,
but these are so obvious that I may be excused from pointing them out. It may be, however,
convenient to summarize for easy reference the conclusions I have attempted to enforce.
They are

: 1. The Add. MS. 23,198 is a copy of a pre-existing document, a transcript.
2. The compiler was himself a fellow-mason.
3. The compilation consists of two distinct documents,
a. The compiler’s commentary ;
b. A pre-existing document, tacked on in its integrity to the former, by the
compiler himself.
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4. The second part is the oldest and purest version yet come to light of the Book of
Charges, or manuscript “ Constitutions of Masonry.”

5. This Book of Charges had already been enlarged and commented on by previous
writers, and our author, to a certain defined extent, copied these.

6. He added further illustrations of his own.

7. His version has not served as the original of any other manuscript known to us.

8. Naymus Grecus, some of the particulars connected with St. Alban, Edwin’s
authorship of the Book, and the York legend, are of more recent origin.

9. The preservation of the word *speculative,” in its present Masonic use, is to be
ascribed to the Masons themselves alone.

10. At the date of this Manuscript there were several copies of the Book of Charges,
identical with this one, in circulation.

11. The articles are legal enactments and had force as such.

12. The points are mere internal arrangements, of no strict legal value, yet enforced
on all masons by the ordinary laws of guild life.

13. There was no one general assembly for the whole kingdom, but “ congregations”
were held when and where required.

14. That a Grand Master existed in fact, though not known by that name, and for
the duration of each assembly only.

15. That the freedom of the Craft was conferred at these meetings only ; and

16. That many of our present usages may be traced in their original form in this
Manuseript.

G. W. SPETH, P.M., SECRETARY.
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LANSDOWNE MANUSCRIPT.

HIS MANUSCRIPT, a facsimile of which precedes these observations,
is preserved in the British Museum. William Petty, Marquis of Lans-
downe, (1784) left a large collection of books and manuscripts of which
the printed portion was dispersed at his death. The Manuscripts,
consisting of 1245 volumes, were purchased in 1807, by a parliamentary
grant, for the sum of £4,925. This MS. is amongst the *Burghley
Papers,” believed to have been part of the collection made by Lord
Burghley, Secretary of State, who died in 1598. Unless it has therefore
been included by mistake, it would probably date from the last half of
the 16th century, and the late Bro. Woodford was wont to describe it
as “circa 1560.” Mr. Bond, however, late chief librarian, British

Museum, sets it down at about 1600.

Tt is written on one side only of four sheets of stout paper measuring in inches, 183
by 13, 18} by 13, 174 by 13, and 145 by 12;. The first three sheets are almost covered with
writing, the fourth is rather more than half covered. We have therefore been obliged to
divide the first three sheets in half to avoid folding. Our sheets, 1 &2,3 & 4, 5 & 6
respectively, are 1, 2, and 3 of the original.

The catalogue of the Lansdowne MSS. A.p. 1812, folio 190, contains the following
description of this document, “ No. 48, A very foolish legendary account of the original of the
order of Freemasonry,” in the handwriting, it is said, of Sir Henry Ellis.

Mr. Richard Sims, (MS. Department, British Museum) states that these * Orders”
have never formed a Roll, but there are indications of the sheets having been stitched together
at the top, and paper or vellum was used for additional protection.

The MS. has been twice printed : viz, in the “ Freemasons’ Magazine,” February 24th,
1858, p. 348, and in Hughan’s * Old Charges of British Freemasons,” 1872. No facsimile
of any portion of it has ever been given.

By Bro. Begemann itis classed as belonging to the “ Grand Lodge Family,” and gives
its own name to the “Lansdowne Branch” of this family, its companions ‘being the
“ Antiquity ” and “ Probity” MSS. TIn Bro. Gould’s classification of these documents,
according to their presumed value as legal evidence, it stands very low in the list, in class V.

HERE BEGINETH THE TRUE ORDER OF MASONRIE.

HE might of the Father of the Heavens The Wisdome of the Glorious Son, And the
goodnesse of the Holy Ghost three persons and one God be with vs now and ever

Amen.
Good Bretheren and Fellows our purpose is to shew you how and in what manner this
Noble and Worthy Oraft of Masonry was first founded and begun, And afterwards how it was
confirmed by worthy Kings and Princes and by many other Worshipfull men, And also to all
those that be heere, Wee minde to shew you the Charge that belongs to every trew Mason
to keep for in good and ffaith if you take good heed it is well worthy to be kept for A
worthy Craft and curious Science, S*® there be Seaven Liberall Sciencies of the which the
Noble Craft of Masonry is one, And the Seaven be these, The first is Gamar and that teacheth
A man to Spell and Write trewly, The Second is Rethorick and that teacheth A man to speake
faire and Subtill, The third is Lodgick and that teacheth A man deserne the trew from the
false, The ffowrth is Arethmatick and teacheth A man to Reckon and Account all manner of
Accompts, the fifth is Geometry and that teacheth A man and Measur of Earth
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and of all things of the which this Science is called Geometry, The sixth is called Musick :
and that teacheth A man to sing with Voyce and Tongue and Organ Harp and Trump, The
Seaventh is called Astronemy and that teacheth A man to know the Course of the Sunn and
the Moone and the Starrs, these be the Seaven Liberall Sciencies of the which all be founded
by one which is Geometry, and thus a man may prove that all the Seaven Sciencies be
founde by Qeometrie for it Teacheth A man and Measure Ponderation weight on
all things on Earth, ffor there is noe Workman that Worketh any Craft but he worketh by
some Mett or measure, And every man that buyeth or Selleth they buy or Sell by some
weight or Measure, And all this is Geometry, and the Merchants and all other Craftsmen of
the Seaven Sciencies, and the Plowmen and Tillers of the Barth and Sowers of all manner
of Graines Seeds and Vine Plants, And Setters of all manner of ffruites: ffor Gramer or
Avrethmatick nor Astronomy nor none of all the Seaven Sciencies can no man finde Mett or
Measure in without Geometry wherefore methinks that the said Science of Geometry is most
worthy, And all the other be founded by it, But how this worthy Science and Craft was first
founded and begun I shall tell you before Noyes flood there was A man which was called
Lameth as it is written in the Bible in the 4th Chapter of Genesis, And this Lameth had. 2.
Wifes the one called Ada the other called Sella, by the first Wife Ada he begat a Sonne
and a Daughter And these 4 Children found the begiiiing of all these Crafts and Sciencies
in the World, ffor the Eldest Sonne Gabell found the Craft of Geometry and he fed flocks of
Sheep and Lambs in the ffeild: And first wrought houses of Stone and he and his Brother
Puball found the Crafts of Musick song of mouth harp and and Organs and all other Instru-
ments, The third Brother Tubalican found the Smith Craft of Gold and Silver Iron and
Copper and Steel, And the Daughter found the Craft of Webbing and these Children knew
well that God would take vengance for Sinn either by ffire or Water, wherefore they wrought
the Scyences they had founded in. 2. Pillers of Stone that they might be found afterwards,
and the one Stone was called Marble for that would not burne in the ffire, And the other
Stone was called Latherne and that would not be drowned with water; Ouwr Intent is to tell
you how and in what manner these Stones was found that these Sciencies was written on the
Herminerus that was Cubb his Sonne, The which Cubb. Semet. Sonne the which Sonne was
Noaths Sonne this same Herminerus was afterwards called Armes the ffather of the Wisemen
he found one of the 2 Pillers of Stone and found the Science written therein and he taught it
to Others And at the makeing of the Tower of Babilon, was Masonrie first made there much
of, and the King of Babilon called Nemroth who was a Mason himselfe and loved well the rest
as is said with the Masters of Stories; And when the City of Ninevey or the City of the Hast
Port should have bin made Nemroth the King of Babilon sent thither Sixty Masons of his
Region to the King of Ninevy his Cozen, And when he sent them forth he gave them a Charge
in this manner.

The first was that they should be true to their King Lord or Master that they served
and that they should Ordaine the most wise and cunning man to be Master of the King or
Lords worke that was amongst them, and neither forLove Riches nor favour to sett another
that had little Cunninge to be Master of that Worke whereby the Lord should bee ill served
And the Science ill Defamed.

(Here ends the first sheet of the Manuscript).

Secondly that they should call the Governo* of the Worke Master all the tyme they
wrought with him and other many more Charges that were to long to write, and for the
keeping of all those charges he made them Sware a great Oath which men vsed at that time,
And ordained for them reasonable pay that they might live with honestie, and also he gave
them in Charge that they should Assemble togeather every Yeare once to see how they might
Worke best to serve the King or Lord for their profitt and their own Workship, And also
that they should Correct within themselves those that had Trespassed against the Science or
Craft, And thus was this Noble Craft first Grounded there, and the worthy M" Ewclides gave
it the name of Geometry, And how it is called throughout all the World Masonrie Long after
when the Children of Israell were come into the Land Berkest which is now called the
Countrey of Jerusalem where King David begun the Temple that is now called Templu Det,
and is named with us the Temple of Jerusalem, and the same King Dayid Loued Masons
then right well and gave them good pay, and he gave the Charges and Manners that he
learned in Egipt which were given by that worthy Doctor Ewclid and other more charges
that you shall heare afterwardes; And after the decease of King David, then Reigned
Solloman that was King Davids Sonne and he performed out the The Temple that his ffather
had begun and he sent after Masons into Diverse Countreys and into Diverse Lands and he
gathered them togeather so that he had 24000 Workers of Stone and were all named Masons
and he Chosed out of them 3000 and were all Ordained to be Masters Rulers and Governors
of his worke, and then was there a King of another Region which men called Iram and he
loved well King Solloman and gave him Timber to his Work and he had a Sonne that was

|




The Lansdowne Manuscript.

called a Man that was Master of Geometry, and was cheife Master of all his Masonrie &
of all his Graving Carving and all other Masonry that belonged to the Temple, this is
Witnessed in the holy Bible (in Libra Regium quarto et Tertio) and this same Solloman
Confirmed both the Charges and the Manners which his ffather had given, And thus was the
worthy Craft of Masonrie Confirmed in that Countrey of Jerusalem And many other Regions
and Kingdomes men walked into Diverse Countreys some because of Learning to learne more
Cunning, And some to teach them that had but little Cunning And soe it befell that there
was A Curious man named Namas Greecious who had beene at the makeing of Sollomans
Temple And he came from thence into ffrance and there he taught the Science of Masonrie to
men of that Land and so there was one of the Royall Line of ffrance called Charles Marshall
and he was A man that loved well the said Craft and took vpon him the Rules And Manners
and after that By the Grace of God, he was Elect to be the King of ffrance and when he
wasin his Estate he helped to make those Masons that were now, and sett them on Work and
gave them Charges and Manners and good pay as he had Learned of other Masons, and
Confirmed them a Charter from yeare to yeare to hold their Assembly when they would and
Cherished them right well, and thus came this Noble Craft into ffrance and England, in that
Season stood void as fforagine Charge of Masons vatill St Albanos and St Albanes was a
worthy Knight and Steward to the King of his household and had Goverment of his Realme
And also of the makeing of the Walls of the said Towne, and he loved well Masons and
Cherished them much and made there pay right good for he gave them iij® vjd a week and
iijd before that time all the Land a Mason took but one penny a day and his Meat till St
Albones mended it and he gott them a Charter of the King and his Councell for to hold a
Generall Councell and gave it to name Assembly. Thereat was he himselfe and did help to
make Masons and gave them Charges as you shall heare afterwards, soone after the Decease
of St Albones there came Diverse Warrs into England out of Diverse Nations so that the
good rule of Masons was dishired and put down vntill the tyme of King Adilston in his tyme
there was a worthy King in England that brought this Land into good rest and he builded
many great workes and buildings, therefore he loved well Masons for he had a Sonne called
Edwin the which Loved Masons much more then his ffather did and he was soe practized in
Geometry that he delighted much to come and talke with Masons and to Learne of them the
Craft, And after for the loue he had to Masons and to the Craft, he was made Mason at
Windsor and he gott of the King his flather A Charter and Comission once every
Yeare to have Assembley within the Realme where they would within England and to
Correct within themselves ffaults & Trespasses that weere done as Touching the Craft,
and he held them an Assembley at Yorke and there he made Masons and gave them
Charges and taught them the Manners, and Cofilands the same to be kept ever afterwards
And tooke them the Charter and Cofission to keep their Assembly, and Ordained that it
should be renewed from King to King, and when the Assembley were gathered togeather he

(Here ends the second sheet of the Manuscript).

made a Cry that all old Masons or young that had any Writeings or Vnderstanding of the
Charges and manners that weere made before their Lands wheresoever they were made
Masons that they should shew them forth, there were found some in ffrench, some in Greek
some in Hebrew, and some in English, and some in Other Languages, and when they were
read and over seen well the intent of them was Vnderstood to be all one, and then he caused
a Booke to be made thereof how this worthy Craft of Masonrie was first found and he him-
selfe Comanded, and also then caused that it should be read at any tyme when it should
happen any Mason or Masons to be made to give him or them their Charges, and from that
time vntill this Day Manners of Masons have been kept in this Manner and forme as well as
Men might Governe it and ffarthermore at Diverse Assemblyes have been put and Ordained
diverse Charges by the best advice of Masters and ffellows (Tune vnus ex Senioribus tentat
Librum et ille ponent manam Suam Super Librum) Every man that is a Mason take good
heed to these Charges, ff any man finde himselfe guilty in any of these Charges wee pray
that he may amend himselfe or principally for dread of God you that be charged take good
heed that you keep all these Charges well ffor it is a great perill to a man to forsweare
himselfe vpon a Booke.

The First Charge is that you shall be true to God and holy Church and to vse noe
Error or Heresie you vnderstanding and by wise mens teaching, also that you shall be true
Leige men to the King of England without Treason or any ffalshood and that you know noe
Treasor or treachery but that ye amend and give knowledge there of to the King or his
Councell also that ye shall be true to one another (that is to say) every Mason of the Craft
that is Mason allowed you shall doe to him as you would be done to yor selfe.

Secondly and ye shall keep truely all the Councell of the Lodge or of the Chamber,
and all the Councell of the Liodge that ought to be kept by the way of Masonhood also that
you be noe theefe nor theeves to yor knowledge free that you shall be true to the King Lord or
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Master that you serve and truely to see and worke for his advantage also you shall call all
Masons yo© ffellows or yor Bretheren and noe other names: Fowerthly also you shall not
take yor ffellows wife in Villoney nor deflowre his Daughter or Servant nor put him to dis-
worship also you shall pay truely for yor meat or drinke wheresoever you goe to Table or
Board whereby the Craft or Science may be Slandered, These be the ‘charges Generall that
belong to every true Masons both Masters and Fellows.

Now I will rehearse other Charges single for Masons Allowed.

First that noe Mason take on him noe Liords worke nor other mans but if he know
himselfe well able to pforme the work soe that the Craft have noe Slander.

Secondly also that noe Master take worke but that he take reasonable pay for it soe .
that the Lord may be truely served and the Master to live honestly and to pay his ffellows
truely also that no Master or ffellow suplant others of their worke (that is to say) if he have
taken a worke or else stand Master of a Worke that he shall not put him out without he be
vnable of Cunninge to make an end of his Worke, also that noe Master nor ffellow shall take
noe Prentice for lesse then Seaven yeares and that the prentice be able of Birth that is
firee borne and of Limbs whole as a Man ought to be and that noe Mason or ffellow take no
allowance to be maid Mason without the Assent of his ffellows at the least Six or Seaven,
that he that be maide be able in all degrees that is free borne and of a good Kindred true
and no bondsman and that he have his right Limbes as a man ought to have.

Thirdly also that a Master take noe Prentice without he have Occupcon sufficient to
Occupie two or three Fellows at least.

Fowerthly also that noe Master or ffellow put away Lords worke to Taske that ought
to be Journey worke.

Fiftly also that every Master give pay to his ffellows and Servants as they may
deserve so that he be not defamed with false working.

Sizthly also that none Slander another behind his back to make him loose his good
name,

Seventhly that noe ffellow in the house or abroad answere another Vngodly or reprov-
ably without cause.

Eightley also that every Master Mason reverence his elder also that a Mason be no
Comon player at the Dice Cards or hazard nor at any other Vnlawfull playes through the
which the Science and craft may be dishonerd.

(End of the third sheet of the Manuscript.)

Ninethly also that noe Mason vse no Lechery nor have been abroad whereby the
Craft may be dishonored or Slandred.

Tenthly also that no flellow goe into the Towne by night except he have a ffellow with
him who may beare record that he was in an honest place.

Eleventhly also that every Master and ffellow shall come to the Assembly if it be
within 50 miles of him if he have any warning and if he have trespassed against the Craft
to abide the award of Master and ffellows.

g Twelthly also that every Master Mason and ffellow that have trespass’d against the
Craft shall stand in Correcon of other Masters and ffellows to make him accord and if they
cannot accord to goe to the Cofiion Law.

Thirteenthly also that a Master or ffellow make not a Moulde Stone Square nor rule
to no Liowen nor Sett no Lowen worke within the Lodge nor without to no Mould Stone.

Fourteenthly also that every Mason receive or cherish Strange Fellows when they come
over the Countrey and sett them on work if they will worke as the Manner is (that is to say)
if the Mason have any Moulde Stone in his place on worke and if he have none the Mason
shall refresh him with money vnto the next Lodge.

Fifteenthly also that every Mason shall truely serve his Master ffor his pay.

Siateenthly also that every Master shall truely make an end of his worke taske or
Journey whethersoe it be.

These be all the Charges and Covenants that ought to be had read att the makeing of
a Mason or Masons.

The Almighty God who have you & me in his keeping Amen.
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THE HARLEIAN, NO. 1942, MANUSCRIPT.

HE Harleian Collection, made by Mr. Robert Harley, (afterwards Earl
of Oxford and Mortimer,) consists of about 10,000 volumes of manu-
scripts, aud more than 16,000 original rolls, charters, etc., the main
tendency of which is to illustrate the history, laws, customs, and
antiquities of England. In all this huge collection there are but two
manuscripts relating to Freemasonry ; one in volume 2054, and the one
which we now give, in volume 1942.

The Manuscript consists of 20 pages of paper, measuring 73
inches by 5% : the writing almost entirely covering the page, so as to leave very small margins

The great point of interest is contained in the “ New Articles,” clauses 26 to 31.
These are only to be met with elsewhere in the “ Roberts’ Version” of the MS. Constitutions,
which first appeared in print in 1722. Judging by the nature of these articles Bro. Gould
has been led to suggest that the MS. in question may have had its origin after, say, 1721 ;
and that the Roberts’ print is a modified copy of it. Dr. Begemann, however, contends that
there is nothing in the nature of these clauses to betray Grand Lodge influence, that both docu-
ments are genuine, and of older origin than Bro. Gould is prepared to admit, and that, although
belonging to the same family, neither is a direct copy from the other. Mr. Bond, judging as
an expert in old MSS., and not from textual evidence, ascribes Harleian 1942 to the beginning
of the 17th century. It will thus be seen that opinions differ considerably as to the age of
this MS. We shall make no attempt to decide so delicate a point in this short introduction,
but will only refer to the date of Harley’s death, 1724, as tending slightly to support the
views of those in favour of a pre-1722 origin.

This MS. is also one of the few that contain the ¢ Apprentice Charge;” the remaining
eight being the York MS. a.p. 1693 ; the Hope MS. ; the Melrose, MS., A.p., 1674 ; the Colne,
Gateshead, Wren, and Watson MSS. ; and the Roberts printed version of 1722.

According to Dr. Begemann, the MS. is of the Roberts’ Family (consisting of the
Harleian, Roberts, and Rawlinson versions) an offshoot of the Sloane Family. Bro. Gould
places it in class 5, thus according it little weight as legal evidence.

It has been printed in the “ Freemasons’ Quarterly Review ” for 1836, p. 288, very
carelessly ; and again by Bro. Hughan (who dated it circa 1670) in his *“ Old Charges,” 1872.
No portion of it has ever been previously given in facsimile.
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THE HARLEIAN, NO. 1942, MANUSCRIPT.

HE almighty ffather of heaven, with the wisdome of the glorious sonne, through the
goodnes of the holy ghost, three persons in one godhead, bee with our begining, &
giue vs grace soe to governe our Liues, that wee may come to his blisse that never

shall haue end. Amen.

Good brethren and ffellows.

Our purpose is to tell you how, & in what manner this craft of masonry was first
begun, & afterwards how it was found by worthy Kings, and Princes, & many other wayes
hurtfull to none, & to them that bee here present, wee will declare what doeth belong to every
free Mason to keepe ; ffor in good faith, if you take heed therevnto, It is worthy to bee kept,
being one of the seven liberall Sciences which are these that ffollowes.

1st Gramar that teacheth a man to speake truly, and write truely.

2ly : Rhetorick that teacheth aman to speake faire, & in subtill termes :

3dly : Logick that teacheth a man to discerne truth from falsehood.

4thly: Arithmatick that teacheth to accompt & reckon all manner of numbers.

5ly : Geometry that teacheth met and mesure of any thing, & from thence comes
Masonry.

6ly : Musick that teacheth song voice

7ly : Astronomy that teacheth to know y¢ course of the sunne, & moone, & other
ornamt® of heaven.

Note I pray you that these are Joind vnder geometry, for it teacheth mett and
measure, ponderacon and weight of every thing in and vpon the face of the whole earth ; ffor
you know every Craftsman works by measure, hee or shee that buyeth or selleth, it is by
weight or measure ; husbandmen, navigators, and painters and all of them vse geomitry, for
neither gramar, rhetorick, lodgick, or any other of the said sciences can subsist without
geometry Ergo, most worthy, landable, and honorble :

If you ask mee how this science was first invented ; my answer is this: That before
ye generall deluge, which is comonly calld Noahs flood, there was a man called Lemeck, as
you may read in the 4th of Genesis, whoe had twoe wiues, the one called Adah, the other
Zilla, by Adah hee begot twoe sones Isabell and Juball, by Zillah hee had a sonne called
Tuball and a daughter called Naahmah, these fower children found y® begining of all the
Craft in the world; Jabell found out Geometry, and hee divided flocks of sheepe & lands ;
hee first built a house of stone and timber: Juball found out musick ; Tuball found out the
Smyths trade or craft alsoe of gold, silver, Copper, Iron, & steele; Naahmah found out the
craft of weaueing ; and these children knew that god would take vengeance for sinne, either
by fire or water ; wherefore they did write these Sciences that they had found in twoe pillars
of stone, that they might bee found after, that god had taken vengeance; the one was of
Marble, & would not burne, the other was Latres and would not drowne in water, soe that
the one would bee preserved and not consumed, if god would that any people should line
vpon the earth; It resteth now to tell you where these stones were found, wherein the sayd
Sciences were written ; After the sayd deluge, It pleased god that the greate Hermaxmes,
whose sonne Lucium was, whoe was the sonne of Sem, whoe was the sonne of Noah ; the sayd
Hermaxmes was afterwards called Hermes the ffather of wise men; hee found one of the
twoe pillars of stone, hee found these sciences written therein, hee taught them to other men ;
At the tower of Babell Masonry was much made on, ffor the King of Babylon, whoe was
Memorth was A mason, and louned the science, & when the Citty of Ninneveh, and other
Cittyes of the East should bee builded Nemorth sent thither threescore Masons, at the desire
of the King of Ninneveh, And when they went forth, hee gaue them charge after this Manner
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That they should bee true one to another, that hee might haue worship by them in
sending them to his Cozen the King ; hee alsoe gaue them charge concerning theire science ;
and then was it, that any Mason had charge of his science; Alsoe Abraham and Sarah went
into Egipt, & taught the Egiptians the seven liberall Sciences, and hee had an Ingenious
Schollar called Euclides, whoe presantly learn’d the said liberall Sciences ; 1t happend in his
dayes the Lords and States of the Realme had soe many sones vnlawfully begotton by other
mens wines and Ladyes, that the land was burthend with them, haueing small meanes to
mainteine them with all, the King vnderstanding thereof, caused a parliam?® to bee called
and summond for redress, but being numberless, that noe good could bee done with them,
hee caused proclamacon to bee made throughout the Realme ; that if any man could devise
any course how to mainteine them, to informe the King, and hee should bee well rewarded ;
wherevpon Euclides came to the King, & said thus; my noble Sovereigne If I may haue
order and governmt of these Ld sonnes, I will teach them the seven Liberall Sciences,
whereby they may liue honesltly like gentlemen ; provided that you will graunt mee power
over them by vertue of youre Commission, which was easily effected, And the Master
Euclides gaue them these following admonicons.

1st to bee true to the King

2ly to the master they serue

8ly to bee true one to another

41y not to miscall one another, as knaue or such like

5ly to doe theire work duely, that they may deserue theire wages at theire masters
hands

6ly. to ordeine the wisest of them master, & theire Lord and master of his work.

7ly : to haue such resonable wages, that the workmen may liue honestly with creditt.

8ly : to come and assemble once a yeare to take Counsell in theire Craft how they may
work best to serue theire Lord and master for his proffitt and theire owne credit and to correct
such as haue offended, Note that Masonry was heretofore termed Geometry, & since then
the people of Israell came to the land of Behest, which is now called Emens, in the Country
of Jerusalem, King David began a Temple, which is now calld the Temple of the Lord, or
the Temple of Jerusalem and King David loued Masons well, & cherishd them and gaue
them good paym? and did giue them a charge, as Euclides have given them before in Egipt,
& further as hereafter followes.

And after the death of King David Solomon his sonne finished the Temple, which his
ffather began, hee sent for Masons of divers Lands, to the number of ffower and twenty
thousand, elected and mominated masters and governo's of the work, & there was another
King of another Religion or Country called Haram, whoe loued well King Solomon, & hee
gaue him timber for his work, and hee had a sonne Anon, & hee was Master of Geometry, &
hee was cheife master of all his Masons, of Carved work, and all other theire work of
Masonry, that belongeth to the Temple, as appeareth by the Bible, in libro Regum Cap :
4to; & King Solomon confirmed all things concerning Masons, that David his ffather had
giuen in charge, & these Masons did travell divers Countrys, some to augment theire know-
ledge in the said Art, & to instruct others; And it happend that a curious Mason called
Memon grecus, that had beene at the building Solomons Temple, came into ffraunce, &
taught the Science of Masonry to the ffrench men, & there was a King of ffraunce named
Carolus Morter, whoe loved greatly Masonry, which sent for this said Memon Grecus, &
learnd of him the sayd Science, & became of the firaternity ; therevpon hee began greate
works, and liberally did pay his workmen, & confirmd them a large charter, and was yearely
present at theire assembly, which was a greate honour and encoragem! to them, and thus
came the science into ffraunce; Masonry was vnknowne in England vntill St. Alban came
thither, whoe instructed the King in the said Science of Masonry, As alsoe in Divinity, whoe
was a Pagan ; hee walled the towne called St. Albans, hee became in favour with the King,
insomuch that hee was knighted and made the Kings cheife Steward, & the Realme was
governd by him vnder the King, and hee greatly cherished and loued Masonry, and truely paid
them theire wages weekely, which was 3% 64.p weeke; hee purchased them a large Charter from
the King, to hold a generall assembly and Counsell yearly ; hee made many Masons, & gaue
them such A charge, as is hereafter declared ; It happend presantly after the martirdome of
St. Alban, whoe is truely termed Englands proto Martyr, that a certaine King invaded the
land, & destroyd most part of the natiues with fire & sword, that the science of Masonry was
much decayd vntill the Reigne of King Athelstone, which some writ Adlestone, whoe
brought the land to peace and rest from the insulting Danes; hee began to build many
abbyes, monastryes, & other religious houses, as alsoe Castles, and other tresses for defence,
of his Realme; hee loued Masons more then his ffather ; hee greatly studdyed Geometry, &
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sent into many lands, for men expert in the Science; hee gane them a very large Charter, to
hold a yearely assembly to correct offenders in the sayd Science; & the King himselfe caused
a generall assembly of all masons in the Realme at York, & there made many Masons, &
gaue them a deepe charge for observacon of such Articles as belonge to Masonry, and
deliverd them the said Charter to keepe; & when his assembly was gatherd together, hee
caused a cry to bee made, that if any Mason of them had a writing that did concerne Masonry,
or could Informe the King, in any thing, or matter, that was wanting in the said Science
already deliverd, that they, or hee, should deliver them to the King, or write them to him,
And there were some in ffrench, some in Greeke, some in English, & other Languages;
wherevpon the King caused a book to bee made, which declared how the Science was first
invented, & the vtility thereof, which book he commded to bee read, and plainely declared,
when a man was to bee made Mason, that hee might fully vnderstand what Articles, Rules
and orders, he was obliegd to obserue; & from that time vntill this day, Masonry hath been
much respected, and preserued, & divers new Articles hath been added to the sayd charge, by
good advice and consent of the best Masons and ffellowes.

Tunc vnus ex senioribus teneat librum illi qui iusiurandun reddat et ponat manu
libro vel sup librum, dum Articulum et precepta sibi legantur.

Say thus, by the way of exhortacon, my loueing and respectiue freinds, and brethren,
I humbly beseech you, as you loue youre souls eternall welfare, yor owne credit, & youre
countryes good, bee very carefull in observacon of these Articles that I am about to read
to this Depont for you are oblieged to pforme them aswell as hee, soe hopeing of yo* care
herein I will (by gods grace,) begin the Charge.

I am to admonish you to honor god, & and his holy Church; That you vse noe
heresie or error in youre vnderstanding or discredit men teaching.

2ly: I am toadmonish you, to bee true to our Sovereigne Lorde the King, committing
noe treason, misprision of treason, or ffelony, & if any one shall commit treason, yt you know
of, you shall giue notice to his Matie his privy Counsellors, or some other that haue Commis-
sion to enquire thereof.

3y: You shalbee true to youre fellows & brethren of the Science of Masonry, & doe
to them as you would bee done vnto.

4ly: TIf you shall secure and keepe secret the obscure and intricate parts of the
Science, not disclosing them to any but such as study, and vse the same

5v: You shall doe youre work truely, & faithfully endeavouring the proffit and
advantage of him, that is owner of the sayd work

6Yv: You shall call Masons fellows or brethren, without addicon of knaue, or any
other bad Language

7%v: You shall not' take youre neighbours wife villainously, nor his da nor his
mayd to vse vngodlily

8 : You shall not carnally lye with any woman, belonging to the house wherein
you are at table.

9% : You shall truely pay for youre meate & drink where you are at table.

107 : You shall not vndertake any mans work knowing yourselfe vnable and
vnexpert to pforme and effect the same.

That noe aspercon or discredit bee imputed to the science, or the Lid or owner of y¢ same
work bee any wayes preiudiced.
117 : You shall not take any work to doe at any excessiue & vnresonable rates, or

deceine the owner thereof, but soe as hee may bee truely and faithfully served with his
owne goods.

12: You shall not supplant any of youre fellows of theire work (Thatis to say) If hee,
or they, or any of them, haue taken any work vpon him, or them, or hee or they stands
Masters of any Lords’ or owners work, that you shall not put him or them out of, or from the
sayd work, although you pceiue him or they vnable to finish the sd work.

1417:  You shall not take any apprentice to serne you in the sayd Science of Masonry
vnder the terme of seven yeares, nor any but such as are descended of good and honest
parentage, that noe scandall may bee imputed to the Science of Masonry :

15: You shall not take vpon you to make any one Mason without the privity and
consent of fiue or six of youre fellowes, & none but such a one that is free borne, & whose
parents liue in good fame, & name, & that hath his right and pfect limbs, & psonall of
body to attend the sayd Science.
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16: You shall not pay any of youre fellows more money, than hee, or they haue
deserued ; that you be not deceined by false or by slight working, and the owner thereof
much wrongd.

17: You shall not slaunder any of youre fellows behind theire back to impaire
temporall estate or good name.

18: You shall not without vrgent cause answer yo* fellow doggedly, or vngodlily,
but as becometh a loueing brother of the same Science.

19: You shall duely reverence youre fellow, that the bond of charity and mutuall
Loue may continue stedfast and stable amongst you.

o &20: You shall not (except in Christmas time) vse any vnlawfull games, as Cards,
ice, &c.

21: You shall not frequent any house of Bawdry or bee a pawnder to any of
youre fellowes, or others, which wilbee a greate scandall to the Science ; you shall not goe
out to drink by night, or if occasion doe happen that you must goe, you shall not stay till
past eight of the clock haueing some of youre fellows, or one at the least, to beare you
witness of the honest place you were in, and youre good behaviour to avoid scandall.

22: You shall come to the yearely assembly, if you know where it is, being within
tenne 'miles of the place of youre abode, submitting yourselfe to youre fellows wherein you i
haue erred, to make satisfaccon, or to defend by order of the Kings lawes.

23: You shall not make any mould Square or Rule to mould stones withall, but !
such as is allowed by the ffraternity.

924: You shall set strangers at work, haueing Imploym?® for them, at least, a
fortnight, and truely pay them theire wages; & if you want work for them, you shall releine
them with money to defray theire resonable charges to the next Lodge.

95: You shall truely attend youre work, & truely end the same, whether it bee
task or Journey work ; if you may haue youre wages and paymt truely according to the
bargaine made with the Master, or owner thereof.

These Articles and charge which I haue rehersed to you, you shall well and truely
obserue & keepe, to youre power, soe helpe your god, and the contents of this booke.

The New Articles.

26: Noe person (of what degree soever) bee accepted a free Mason, vnless hee shall
haue A lodge of fine free Masons, at least, whereof one to bee a master, or warden, of that
limitt, or devision, wherein such Lodge shalbee kept, & another of the trade of ffree Masonry.

27 : That noe pson shalbee accepted a firee Mason, but such as are of able body,
honest parentage, good reputacon, & observers of the Laws of the Land.

28: That noe pson hereafter bee accepted: ffree Mason nor shalbee admitted into any
Lodge or assembly vntill hee hath brought a Certificate of the time of accepcon, from the
Lodge y* accepted him, vnto the Master of that Limit, & Devision, where such Lodge was
kept, which sayd Master shall Enrole the same in parchmt, in a role to bee kept for that
purpose, to giue an acct of all such acceptions At every generall Assembly.

29: That every person whoe now is free Mason, shall bring to the Master a note of
the time of his acception to the end the same may bee enrolld in such priority of place of the
pson shall deserue, & to the y® end the whole company and fellows may the better know
each other.

30: That for the future the sayd Society, Company, & fraternity of ffree Masons
shalbee regulated, & governd by one Master, & Assembly, & Wardens, as y® said Company
shall think fit to choose, at every yearely generall Assembly

31: That noe pson shalbee accepted a ffree Mason or know the secrets of the sayd
Society, vntill hee hath first taken the oath of secreecy hereafter following

I: A: B: Doe in the presence of Almighty god, & my ffellowes, and Brethren, here
present, promise and declare, that I will not at any time, hereafter, by any Act or
Circumstance whatsoever, Directly or Indirectly, Publish, discover, reveale, or make knowne,
any of the secrets, priviledges, or Counsells, of the ffraternity or fellowship of ffree Masonry,
which at this time, or any time hereafter, shalbee made knowne vnto mee, soe help mee god,
& the holy contents of this booke.

1: You shall truely honour god, & his holy Church, The King, youre master, & Dame,
you shall not absent yourselfe ; but with the Licence of both or one of them, from theire service
by day or night.
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2: You shall not purloyne, or steale, or bee privy or accessory to the purloyning or
stealeing to the value of six pence, from them, or any of them

3: You shall not comit adultery or fornicacon in ye house of youre Master, with his
wife, danghter or mayd.

4: You shall not disclose youre master or Dame theire Counsell or secrets, which
they haue imputed to you, or what is to bee conceald, spoken, or done, within the precints of
theire house, by them, or either of them, or any ffree Mason.

6: You shall reverently behaue yourselfe to all ffree Masons, not vsing Cards, or
Dice, or any other vnlawfull games (Christmas Excepted)

7: You shall not haunt or frequent any Taverns Alehouses, or such as goe into
any of them except vpon your Masters, or Dame, theire or any of theire affaires, or without
theire or any of their Counsent.

8: You shall not comit adultery or ffornicacon in any mans house, where you shal-
bee at table or at work.

9: You shall not marry or contract yourselfe to any woeman during youre Appren-
ticeshipp.

10: You shall not steale any mans goods, but espetially yo' sayd masters, or any of
his ffellow Masons, or suffer any one to steale of theire goods, but shall hinder the ffellon if
you can, If you cannot, then you shall acquaint youre sayd Master & his fellows presantly.

FFINIS.







