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Ini Jo I ones Delia. MDCVJI . 



*JI*I m*\.4*ruae\rsB*ii 



'MIGHT 
oftheFATHER of HEAVEN, and theWifdo 

of the Glorious S ON, through the Grace and^ 

Goodnefc of theHOLY GHOST, threeliri 

Jews and One GOD; Be with us and Give us 

Grace fo to Govern us here in our Giving, that^. 

we may come to his Bi i(s that never fhall have 

Ending. TYMEN, 

..GOD BRETHREN 
andFELEOYV^jOurT^/^^fisto tellyouhow 

and in what manner thisFVorthy Craft ofNlASON 

_RY, was begun-, And afterwardjhow it was kept 

and Encouragedby Worthy EIN^GS andl/'^- 
--rrg- and by many otherWorthy Nlen. 

AND ALSO to thofe th a t be here jWe *7. 

will Charge by the Charges that beiongeth toEvery 
FREEMASONS eep TOR m goodEith^If & 

they take Good heed to it, its wortHyo be well kept^ 
LOR MASONRY is aWorthy Craft 7 and a. dir is us 

S CIENCE, and One of the LIBERAL^ 
tSczencss. 



I. 

II. 

III. 

IV. 

V. 

VI. 

VII. 

N arnes of the S even liberal! ^), 
Sciencesare thefe. 

a 

AMMAR, 
M an to ^peak ami write truly. 

and that teacheth 

HETORICK .and that teacheth a Man (o 

iS peah f air, and in ioft terms . 

OGICK ,and that teacheth aM an to difc 

ecern truth from falfehood. 

ITHMETICK , which teacheth 2L,o.\ 

Man to Reckon, and Count all manner of Number^ 

OMETRY^and that teacheth aTVtan^ 

thelVIete andlVIeafure of the Earth,and of all other,v 

things; whick S C IENCE is CallcdMASORY. 

\X S I C K? wich Gives a Man Skill of 7 

Singing,teaching him the /VR Eof Compohtion^ 8t 

playing uponDiverseXnftruments,astheORGAN 

and HARP methodically. 

iS TT RON OMY,which teacheth alMan 

to know the Courfe ofS un,]VIoon and Starrs. 

TSIote 



Cm) 

are 

1 pray you,that thefe Seven 
f ~ 'ly - 

contain’d under Geometry ?for it teachetinMett 

and ]VX eafure 713m deration and Weight, for Every 

thing in and upon the whole Earth for you to know; 

That every Crafts man,work’s by A/Leaiure.Hey. 

buys or fells,is by weight orIVleafure.HLulhandTnen, 

Navigators,Planters and all of them ufe GEOMX ^ 

:T RY; for neither GRAMM YR,L0 GICK 
nor any other of the sa.d Sciences, can S ubfift without 

G EOMETIGl; et.g'o,moltWirtfiy andHonour; 

; able. . 

OU a(k me how this ^Science wa^ Invented^ 

Anfwer is this .‘That before the GenerallDeluge 

which is commo 

was aAPan ca 

mly Called NOAH'S Flood,there 

11, a LA M FC 11 7 as you may read 

injV- Cfhapfer of Genefty who kad twoV^ves,the 

One called A DA, the other ZI LE/A ;13 y ADA 

he begat two $ O N S< T ABAL and IUBAL ,by 

X I LLA, he had One $0N calledTUBALL 

and aDaughier called AGwThefe four Children 
found the beaming of all Crafts in theW>rld IMiAL 

found out GEOMETRY, and heDividedElock 

of Sheep,He firft built aHoufe of Stone andTimber. 

S Brother I LI BAL found the^i. 
ART 

<k> 



(mi) 

RTotMUSICKH e was the Tether of 

all such asHandle theHarp andOr^an. 

ilBAl.-C\lX was theXn(lrucT:er o fE/: 

rvery yVrtificer inBrafs andiron 7A.ndtheDaughi 

ter found out the ART of Weaving. 

wou 

ESE Children knew well that GOD 

rr„Jd take Vengeance for SIN either bjEre orWater* 

Wherefore theyWrote their S CLETSICES that 

they had found inTwo Bllar^, that they might he^ 

found after NOAH’S Fl ood. 

E of theEll ars was Marhle ,for th at^ 

will notBurn with anyFre,And ^ otter S tone was 

Laternes for that will not drown with anyHater. 

lEtlT Intent next is toTell you Euely^ 

how and inAVhat manner thefe STTONE S were 

found whereon thefe tSClG^NGEtS wereWritten 

„ EGrauHERMESfS ur named 

TRTSM AG 1ST US ,or three times OreatjBe; 

'ing both King,Eielf andEhilofopher^nEGT PT) 

H e found O xie of them, andKived in theTear of tfie^/ 

WorldTwoThoufand and Seventy Six,in theEeign 

of NINUS , a,nd fome think him tobeGrandfon to 
CUSH 



-Ati-no Mundi. 

MDCCCX. 

USH ,which was Cjrrandfon tcJhfO 
was the firft that began toLeave off Aftrol ogy.To A dr 

:mire the other Wonders of He proved, there 

was but One (j^OD, Creatorof allTihings,tle^) 

Divided the Day mtoTwelveHours.He is alfo thought 

to he the hrft who Divided the ^Z/ODI AC Kinto 

Twelve S IG^ESWe was to OvSARI5 

K ing of E GYPT^And is faid to have Invented 

Ondmary ^Writing, and Hierogliphiks, the firfl: 

Law^s of the E gyp tians; J\ ndX) i vers yScicnces^ 

Taught them unto other IVLen. 

\-J at theDuilding of 

donry was muefh made of jAnd thelving okBtZfiU/JTT/ 

the Mighty 1NJ IMEOD , was a Mdjo 71/ h tmfel fe ^ ^ 

As its reportedhyAntientHilforiesA^dwhenth 

CltyofNINEYE,andOth er CitievS of theEaft, 

were to be Bmlt.lVlMEOD theEing of -B/fr- 

-Itloll i5 ent thither AI^/^TZ/'at the requeh of the 

lAing ofNlEEVE hisCoufm^And when he 

(ent them forth, H 

this IVIanner. 

e gave them a CHARGE i 

^ I they (hould be true to one ano* 

then, andLove truely together,-And that they (houldferve 

theLord truely for their Bay, fo7 that theirAT/£f/’mights 

haveHonour;and all that belong unto him , Ajid 

S ever all 



(VI.) 

AnnoMondi. 

Reverall other Charges He gave them,-And 

s was the Fir ft Time that C ve r anyAS ON 

d airy Charge of his C RAFT. 

l/TAi■AC?) i     ^ 

. REOYER when ABR A 

I l and SARAH his Wife, went into 

EGYPT, and there taught the SeveniT//?^^^ 

to the KG YPTlANS^He had aTVorthy. 

S CHOLLAR whofeName was Jl/UC(/J)dC, 

and H e learned right well, and became aCdreat 

AT after of the S even Y^And mHisDays, 

It Befell,Th at the Lords and theLftates of the 

ITealm,hadfo manjr Sons,-And they had 

Competent Livelyhood to find their Children. 

hSSp1 iCRLFORK they toohCouncell 

together with the King of theLand,How they <g 
might find their ChildrenHoneftly as Gentlemen^ 

But could find no Manner of Good way,-And then 

Did theyTroclaime through all the Land,that if 

there were any IVLan, that couldlnform them, th at he 

Ihould be well rewarded for hisTravell, And thathe 

fhould hold him well pleafed. 

FTER this CRY was made; then came 

the worthy CLARK LU CLYDE ,and^) 

fa id to the Ring and the LORDS. IF 



(VII.) 

1 

on. 

Taente 

;FYEA will Give me^Your Children 
to Govern,IwillTeach them O ne of theS even 

SCIENCES,whereby they m ay live 

Honetlly 2LS Gentl emenlhould* IXnd er Cotiditi 

that Tea will Grant them; and That I may have g 

lower to Rule them after the manner that>51) 

ou^-ht to helXuled^And that the JVing' and the 

Coun cell Or ant Anon andSeale hisCommifsion^ 

^And then thisTVorthy G^^hEliCLIDG^) 

took to him thefe Lord’s iSon^and taught them the 

5CIF.MCE,,!GE0MLTRY,1I1F>K 
tick, lor to Work in STONE. all manner oh? 

worthy Work, that belongtth toJJ uilding- of ^3. 
cnuRcnrs TWIPT ns now; 

ler manner ERS, CASTLE And ail oth 

of Buildings; A_ndhie gave them a Charge in 

this M anner. 

_ 1RST that they fhouldhe true to theK%t 
and to the Lord,that they 3 erve; andTo the 

Tellowfhip whereof they areiAdmitted.; A.nd-£) 

that they fhouliLove andhe true to one 

:/r;/\ud that they IhouldCallLach other hisT?^^, 

or Elfe BROTHEL ’ and nothis 3ervant or co 

Knave, nor no other foul TS^amejA-nd that ^aeyJhonU 

truely deferve their lay of the L ordj Or thelVLaif er 
of the 'VVork, that they S erve. 

THAT 



Cyiii) 

..ATT they fhould Ordain the'Wifefl: of 

tkem tokc the M ASTTIl/R of tke"VVork;-And nel- 

tfier forLvove norLynag^e,T^iches norfa-vour, to Sett 

anotker,tliat katli but little Cunning, to belVTafter of 

tbeLvordi^W/ork; whereby the I_/ord fbould be 

Er'Vil 3^rved7and theyAfbamed- A n dAlfo 7tkat 

they (houldCali theG overnour of the AVc>rk~ 

MASTER in the time that they work with him. 

IND many other Charges He gave them, 

that are too long to tell,And to all thefeCharges 

He made them Swear a great Oa tlythatMen 

Hfed at that time. 

D H e Ordaind for them, a reafonable 

Pay whereby they may live laoneflly; Amd 

aAlfo that they fhould come and Affetnble^ 

together every Xear Once^to confulthow they 

mi ght 1/Vork heft to ferve tlae LORD ,for his 

profit, And to their Own Credit, And to Cor 

reCt within themfelves,him that tiad trefpalTed-j 

againft the CRAFT. 

IN D thus was the Craft Grounded 
there, And that WORTHYClarkEUCLEDf 

Crave 11 the N ame aGEOMETRY^And now 

Its call'd through all theLA^N D MASONRY 

SlTHENSh 



AtmoMundi 

MMCCCCLXXIY. 

2.Sam'.v: VI. 

I' 1 H CE Long- time after when tlieo 

Childr en of ISRAEL were come into theLaci 

of the I iLB LI SITES which is now call’dlERU 
- SALEM King DAVII) began th ^Tem/ok 

that is calla(TEMPEUM D OMINI)with 

us theTEMPLE of IERUSALEM, alias^ 

theTEMPLE of theLORD. 

m man 

E/ fameIvAng-E) AVID Tvoved^) 

MASONS and Ch erifhed them,andg-ave y 

Good Iay_ And he gave them the Charges i 

:ner as they were viven in EGYPT,by „ ° 7 

E LtCEYDE^and other C haryes more,as you 

thallH ear afterwards. 



PO 

FTER the deceafe 

DAVID 

OLOMON UN-UIRAM 
1 JCni^s ofT YRE for one who was a CunningWork™ 

oVerfe man (calledHl RAM ABIF ) the S on ofaw, orna 

of the Line of of Urias the Ifraelite.^c 

OLOMONMHIRA.M .he 
fo— King. 

OWthou that my Father h< .avin^ a will to 

Build aTTemple to Cjod., J^[ath been'witlidnawiifro 

thie Ferformance thereof by the Continual warrs and.^. 

Xrouble^ he hath had •, for he never took re ft,before he 

Lither defeated hisHnemies,or made them tributaries unto 

him. FOR mine own part IthankClOD for the peace 

which I poffefs; And for that,by the means thereof ,1 have 

opportunity (according to mine Own dehre) to Build a 

^Temple unto GOD ; for he it is thatToretold myEz 

ther, that his H oufe fhould beBuilded during myReigne, 

FOR which Caufe, I fray you,fend me fome oneofyor 

Skil fullefl men with my Servants to the woo&Lf V/HZTWJ, 

to FFewdowirFrees in that place,- for theMACEDONI 

-AN S are moreSkilfull in Hewing and preparing 

'limber,than ourleople are,An dlwill pay tke.-o 

Cl eavers of wood according to your Direction. 

HIRAM 



RAM UNTO KING 

OLOMON. 

:m y- 

'T& 

•r° 

\ O W haft Oaufe to thank GOD;, 

he had delivered thylathers Kingdom into thy^ 

liands; To thee I fay ,who art a TVTan ,wife & 
full of "Yertue; for which caufe, Since no news^s 

can come unto me more gracious;nor Office of^ 

Love more efteemed than this,Twill accom plifh all 

that thou requeftefhfor afterIhave caufed agreat 

quantity of OeadarCyprus wood to he cut dowm,! 

will fend it thee hyfea,t>y my le r van t$ * wh om I 

will comm and (and furnifh with ConvenientVeHells 

of Burthen) to the end they may deliver the fame* 

m what place of thy King-dome it fhali heft pleafe 

thee;that afterwards,fhy Subjects vnxy^anjport 

them to^rufa/em. YOUfhafl provide to furifh 

us with CORNE , whereof we hand in need, be- 

:caufe we Inhabit an Ifland. 

LO KT O N King Davids SOTi^j 

to TEMPLE that his Father hadbe~ 

:gun,fent forlVIAS OISS into divers Countries^ 
and gathered them togather,fo that hehadLurfcore^a 

thoufand Workmen that were workers of STONE, 
and were allnatnedYLA.|SONS;andhe chofe three ^ 

thoufand 



-AnnoMundi. 

* 
MMMCCCCXm 

OUSAD of them to beTVTafter.s 8c 

Governours of his work. 

DfpRAM Kmgof^ 

Tent hip fervants unto S OLOM ON7 for he was 

ever a Lover of KmgD a z^z/Z/A-nd Ii e fe n 10 Solo mm 

Timber and workmen to help forward theBuild§ 

of the^Z^z^z^y Andhefent one that was NamedHI- 

RAM*ABIF a widows Son oftheTyine of^ 

was after of Crevme£ryy an 

was of all his^VIafons, Carvers;I
nSraver5 and wort 

:men,and Carters ol Brafs and all otherMetalls 

that were ufed about the^Xemple. 

firft of Kings 

VII .XIV. 

NGi^OLOMON confirmed 

both the Charges and manners,thathis Path er ^ 

had given toAf-ASON S. thus was the worthy 

work o fMASONRYC onfirmed m Oerufhlem, 

and many other Kingdoms. And he finifhed y 

Temple A-titio ^Mundi^MJVI^Nt • 

URIOUS Craftsmen walked about 
full wide in divers Countries; fome toLearnmore 

Craft and Cunning,others to teach them that 4^ 
had but little Cunning. 

pN X) at theDeftrudion of theBlR§T^S)> 
^Temple 



(xm) 

* 
MMMDXXII. 

MMMDCCCXIII. 

* 
MMMDCccc j^LII. 

MMMDCCCCXL VI. 

AnnoMundi. 

wmp/f b VNEBUCII AD N E Z AR , 

after it ft ad flood ccccxxx .years. 

_ HE S EC OND ‘TempleBegan 

in theReig’n of SYRUS LXXYears after. 

tfteDeftraction ,it beinghindredjlt wasxrvi 

in Building' andxA/as finiftiedinl), 'anus 
tii is reign 

JN theTteign o^Ptoir-iu and Cfe0/?dfra,4$ 

ONIAS built alewifh Temp/f in 

the place Called Bubaftils, andOalled after ftis^ 
-own ame . 

JHE ^Tcrwer oiStraton (jihad'Cafe, 
built by H EROD in and many other Cu 

rious works of^Ntarble,As ^eTemplepfC'qfear A- 
^rippa to lnsMemory; in the Coutry calledX^^m 

lear to aplace called 

alfo pulled down the fe condT?azp/f j 

that was finilhed in DARIUS his reign,and appor 
:ed oneTftoufand Carriages to draw ftoftto y place,- 

And chofe out TenTh oufand Cunning and expert 

workmen, to hew, and mould Spne^A-nd One^?- 

TEioufandfte chofe out and Cloathed, and made 

themlVI afters and Rule r/of the work.-, And 
Eviilt 

L. 



^XIV.) 

MMMDccccxiyilj built aNewT^mple on thclbundation^whicli 
30lvOX^O^N had laid, not inferior to yfirft^> 
And was finifhed Nine years before the birth 
.ofourSAVlOR. MMMDCCCC L,VI. I 

AnnoChriftiXUIT; 

TER the birth of owe Saviour, 
J\uru nag'UJ- being Kin g of B r i tain; Claudius^ 

the Emperor came over with an Armyandfear.- 

'ing to be overthrow; made aL/eague with him; 

and gave him his Daughter m marriage; and 

that he fhouldholdhis K mgdom of K.omans,and 

fo tTieEimperor theretumed.IN theYear XLIII. 

after the birth of CHRIST, ISfrafons came 
into England:, and built a JWonuflrj near 

unto CMaffenbury,with many CASTLES 

and TOWERS. 

Anno Chriftt CXVI1 

_ HIS fumptious Art of GEOME 

fTRAj it being prof elf byEmperors, Kings, ^ 

lopes,Cardinals andEnces innumerable,wbo^) 

have all of them left us thePermamenfMonu- 

zment? of it in their feveral places of their^ 

.Dominions-;NJor will this I prelume be deny 

:ed,when well confidered;that Renowned Exrz 

--ample theTRAJ AN CORLUM; 
it being one of the moft fuperbRemainders 

of the Romans Alagniftcence, to be now feen 
ft and ms- 



XV 

">2 

yinno Chifti. 

ccc. 

standing; And winch has more ImmortallizecL 
the Empe rorTR AJ AN, than allthePEN^ 

of l"li{forians.itwas Ivreeled to fnm,1oy the Senate* 

and People of Rome;Iii memory of thofeGreat^ 

fervicesfehad rendred the Country,and to the^ 

end, the memory of it might remain to all fucceed 

nng A-gesjand continue fo long as the veryPmpire 

it felfe. 

INP in Saint ALBA.NES time; 

the King of EnglaTuL that was a wall y 

' JLown that was called'\^’7’^/^/^yd\nd SamtAL: 

BAN was a worthy Knight, and tStewardof the^ 
Kirigrl 1 oufhold;"andhad got the Government ofy J. , ocrxwr    *  ^ 

R.ealm;and alfo theTTown walls, andl_yove dJ^Aafons 

well and dherifhed them much,and he made their^ 

"Fay Right good,(landing as theRealm then did;^ 

for he gave them two Shillings per week, and three 

pence to their Chear/wTor before that time through 

all theLand, aM AS ON had hut aTenny a day 

andhi$ meat, untill Saint ALBAN mended it. 

e y F) he got them a CHARTER of 

King' for to hold a Councell-'Yearly, and gave it th ^ 

N ame of an-/\lTemhly,'and was thereat hnmfelfe , 

and helped to make "MAS ON; and gave them 
charges as yea Ihall h ave afterwards. 

It 



(XVI.) 

T Kappened prcfcntly after tfte^tartyrdo 

wKo is truljA termecL^/ngland’s/r^^ 

^lartyry that a Certain Kang Invaded theLand 

and deftroyed tnoO: of the'N^atives by fire and^g> 

Avord ^'That the vS C I Il/lNj Q^-JS/\.oJo7lT^y^ 

was much decayed, until! the Reign of 

Anno Domini DXCVI WTK ELBERT King of 

Gregory the lirft SurnamedMagnus ,fent into,, 

the Ille o{Britai7i6 O.^^LOTI/C with other Learned CSD, 

M en, to Treach the GhriftianLaith,for thisNatio 

as yet, had not fully received it. this [ai&Ethe/iert, 

hnilt a Ohrtrcliin Canterbury anctPcdicared, it to ^ 

Peter, and 5-Paul ;andis luppofed to have built,or 

reiloredthe Church of S^faulsin L ondon:he^ 

alfo huilt the Church of S .Andrews inRochefte 

• axons _ LIBERT KingoftheEaftS 

hy perfwafions of ELBERT KinS 

AnnoDotnini. of Kent ,having received the Chihian faith^built 

theM tVeftminfter, to the Honour of 

God,and S , Rter. 

% 
nexxx. 

=rr 

CXCV. 

^IGEBHET King of theEaft 
Angles began to Erect the Unrverfity of C^aniz 

h ridge. 

Ash el eflan e 
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THELSTANE loegati Kisl^eign 

he was a Man beloved of all 1VIen ,lie fiad geat dcz 

votion towards the Churches,as appearedin the^p 

Building, adorning and Endowing ohNTonaftez 

rys. H e built one at Walton in theDiocefs of S alis: 

:bury; another at IVIichelnej^ in omerfetlhirerbehdes 

thefe; there were few famous^! onalferies in this^ 

Realm,but that he adorned the fame ^either with^ 

fome new piece of ^Building,!ewells^pr Portions 

if Lands.he geatlyE nryhed the Church ofYork. 

BW^YN Brother toKmgAthelftd/ie 

“AS ON S mucin more thati 

did, and was a great fractizer of C3 Jh AJJVltb 1 

and drew himfelfe to Commune and talk with ^>>9..- 

MASONS , to Learn the CUATT , and af- 

terward for the Love that he had toNTASO'N 

and to the CRAFTH e^was made a ^N\.ap)n7-o 

and got of hisBrother a CHARTER , and 

Commiffion ?to hold an Affembly^ where they^ 

would within theRealm once aYear^to correct 

within themfelves,faults and trefpafses; that 

were done within the C RALTf, and he held an^ 

^.ffembly h im=felfe at"YOTRK,'and there made,. 

MASQ-NS and gave them Charges,and taught 

the maimer; and Commanded thatRule to be kept 

for ever after; and gave them the CHARTER, 
and. 

A nnoDomini DCCCOOOOI. 

4 
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ND COMMISSI ON to keep; 

and made an Ordinance that it fhould be renew 

:edfrom King to King .AND when the Assembly 

was gathered together, he made a CRY, that all 

OUMAS ONS, and young, that had any wri 

iting or underftandmg of the Charges; and manners^ 

that were made before in the I_/and,or in any other ^y 

they fhould bring and [hew th em. AND it was pro- 

:ved there were found fome in french ,fome in ^f) 

Greek, fome in Kriglilh ,andfome m otherTyan^ 

-guages) and they were all to one Intent and pur£ 

rpofe^andhe made a Book there of,how theCraft 

foxmded-; and he himfelfe enmmanded., that it 

Ihould be read or told, when anylVIA&O^Nl fhoud 

he made,and for to give him his C!harges7A.ndfro 

ehat Day unfill tins time,manners of MAS OS 
have been kept m that formas we 11 as m en 

might govern it. 

UR.THERMORD at divers ^0 
emhlys certain Charges have been made^ 

and ordained,by the heft advice JyX.cL/ieT'j'acc^. 

FELLOWS. 

_ Man that is aMafon, take ^>. 
right good heed to thefe Charges. And if any man 

find himle IfeG tiilty in any of thefe Charges,he ought 

to 



(XIX) 
^ / 

Amend,and pray to GOD,forliis grace; 

efpcially you that are to be ChargedlTake good^ 

beed that yea may keep this Charge right well;for 

it is ageatperrill for a^Ian to forfwear himfelf 

upon a Book. 

<3? 

_ _ HE FIRST CHARGE IS^ 
THIS,That yeah e true M en to God,andy 

HOLY CHURCH. 

 ECOND.THATyea life no -o 
MEREST ? wiifui ;or run into Innovations ,but 

be^yea^ wife M en, and difcreet mEvery thing-. 
~ f 

^^HIRD,That yea he not difloyall; nor 

Confederates in treafonable plotts;But if yea hear of 

any treachery againft the Government, yea ought to 

difcover it, if yea cannot otherwife prevent it. 

OURTH;That yea be true to one 

ther,(that is to fay) to EveryTIASOIS of the 

Crafl of MAS ONRY, that bcMASOMS1^ 

allowed,yea.fhall do to them,as yea would they 

fhould doe unto you. 
/ .1 \.S, 

_FTH ; that yea keep all the Councell of 
your Fellows truly, be it in Lodge or in Chamber , 



(XX) 

^Vnd all other Councells that ought to he kept, 

ky the way o fB rotherhood. 

MB) A IXTH that noM afin fliall be 
a thief, or Conceal any fuck unjuft Action ,fo 

far forth as he may wit or know. 

EVENTH ^ that every Allowed. 

lhallhetrue to theLord onAlg/fe’r 

whom he ferves, and lhall ferve him faithfully 

to his Advantage. 

 1GHTH ^ that yea fhall Call^ 

ih u ch kVT afcm yowcFFT LO 

neither fhall yon ufe to him any fcttriluus Language. 

INETH ^ that yea fhall not defire 

any uni aw full Communication withyo^ fellows^ 

Wife3nor cafi a wanton Eye upon his Daughter, 

with delire to deflleher,• nor fiis^laid fervant 

or any wife put him to difwqlhip. 

IENTH j that you Tay truly and ho 

meflly for your MfeatandDrinkwherever yo\iBoard) 
thaEtheCrafthenot Slandered thereby. 

ESEhe the Charges in Generally^ 
belongs 



(XXI?) 

-ion 

ELONGS to E/very free Ma: 

to be l<Lept,t»otK tylVIafters an iFELLOms. 

EHEARSE I v^ill other bhan 

:ges m hnguler EOR MASTBRJS andEffi .w. 

^wIRST7Th at no M (vjtcrs ovFellow^ 
fhall take upon him any Lord’s work nor any other 

IVIan’^ workunlefs he know himfelf Ahle and.^ 

fufficient toperforme the fame, io that the Craft 

have no fland^ nor difworfhip thereby,hut the^ 

Lord may he vveh and truely ferved. 

LC ON D, th at n o M after take no 

work^but that he take it reafonably,fo that the 

Lord may be well ferved,and the^N/f after get 

S ufficiently, to live handfomly andhoneftly, 

and to pay his Fellows truely their pay,as the~> 

manner i s. 

H IRD? th at n olWaJler nor 

fhall fupplant any other of their worly(that is to fay) 

if another hath taken workein hand,or ftandMg/’ 

-ter for any Lords work; he ftiall not deale under^) 

hand, to mifchiefe or undermine him, to put him out, 

Except he he unable of Cunning, to perfomy work. 

FOURTH, 



O LLRTH^at no nor ^ 

Fellow fhall take any Apprentice but for tke iull 

term of fevenYears- And that the Apprentice be^ 

Able of Birtb(that is to fay) free borne, and whole 

of Limbs, as aMan ought to be. 

IFTH j that ViO^A-CLftcT' norFtlloiPj 

take any Allowance or bribe of any AT <2^ that is ^ 

to be made without thej^lfent^Conlet, 

and Councell of his and that he, that is to 

be made aVTAS ON^be able in all manner of- 

degrees (that is to fay) fre ©borne-, Come of gooikini 

dred •, true and no Idodxnan ^ and that he have his o 
RightX/imbs,as a^lan ou^rtto have 

. 

_ IXTH T> at no NL dflernorFelbw 
take an Apprentice unlefs lie katk fullcientOccu- 

pation to fet Kim at workkNay to fet tkree of 

\n. Fellows, or two atleaft at work. 

EVENTH/n at noIVI after 

ellow ftiall take no Alans work toTfalk, that 
LLfed , or was wont to lourney work. 

^ I GHLTTHJ ThatLveryiVI^/fero 
{hall give pay to \u$Fdlmr according as they der 

ferve fo that he be not deceived by falfe workmen. 

N INETH 



(xxm') 

INETH.Th at no Man {lander^ 

anotTncrtelrimcl Kis Ibaclc to make him loofe his good ^5 

N ame,and thereby alfo make him fuffer in his way 

of Living. 

ENETH.TI, at no FeUow^ 
within the Ivodge, or without jMifanfwer,or give,; 

another reproachfiillL/anguage,without fome reafon 

1 able Caule. 

ELVENTH;TIi:„  
Jl^dy/OTl fh all Reveren ce his Elder, and put him 

in w'orkfhip. 

_ IWELVF T H ,That n oMa: 

zf071 {ha.[\ be aCommon player atHaxard,orv 

atDice^or at Cards nor any other unlaw full (jam? 

whereby theCraft might be llandered. 

HIRTEENTHTI,, 
M-dfon (hall b e a Common Leecher,norHLKZ 

zder^ or Baud whereby the Cl^ft might he Hander 
tree!. 

no OURTEENTHjiw 
Fellow go into theCity orTown in Night time, 

without he hath fome one or other with him to 

hear 



(XXIY) 

J^AR^Witnefs tli at he was in honeft places. 

JlFTEENTH,Ti,«Ev,,y 

-■after an ^Fell0W, ill all come to the Atlemtl^ 

if that he within FiftyM^il es abouthim ^if he hath 

anjA warning,And if he hath i-TeCpafted againft the 

Craft,then abide the^^ward of theiVI^/l^rj' and 

§U0WSM ma^e latisfacft10n accordingly, if they 
are able,-But if nof^ubmit to their reafonahle Ai 
ward;^ihen they (hall go tc^bmmon Law. 

IXTEENTHT, hat no ^9 

M Fellow make any Mould or Square, 
orRule to Mould Stones with all 5 hut fuch as are^9 

allowed by ^x^Fr/ltCTnity. 

_ EVENTEENTH, 
TPhat every IVIafon fhallReceive andCherifti^ 

ft range Fll0WS^\\cn they Co me over theCoutry 

and fet the at work if they will a 5' the manner is(^y 

is to fay) if he hath Mould Stones in his place, or 

elle he fhallrefrefh him with money to Carry him 

to they ext Lodge. 

..EIGHTEENTH,TW , 
-veryAFdfoTb (hall trEiely ferve thelyOBJD for 
his pay; And everyJ\/[(lfler fhall truely make an 

End 



(XX-V) 

cfgND of Ills worle, loe it^Tatk or Jtxtrney^ 

If lie have hisDemand7 and all he ought to ^ 

have. 

HE/SE Cliarg,5 

that we have now Rehearled 

unto you and all other that belong 

to JSA-dfoTlS ^ea fhallheepS o^ 

Help you GOD,and the 

Imllidom 



fe 



©Jje gtonee ffiaxm$cvxpt. 

HE Inigo Jones Manuscript of the Old Constitutions is a remarkably 
handsome one. It is in book-form, sumptnously bound in red 
morocco, tooled inside and out, and measuring I5in. by 9|in. The 
paper is half an inch less each way. The first leaf is pasted down 
on the marbled end sheet, then we have a blank sheet, following 
this the frontispiece, the title, 25 pages of the manuscript proper 
each written on one side of the leaf only, and finally 20 blank 
leaves, the last of which is again pasted down on the marbled end 
sheet. At some time or other two blank pages have been cut out. 

The last page, backed by the marbled end-sheet, shows two rows of needle holes, as though 
a ribbon some eleven inches long by two and a half inches wide had been stitched to 
the page. This has evidently been done after binding, as the holes go right through 
the marbled paper. Bro. Rylands, in pointing out this peculiarity, presumes the ribbon 
carried a seal, “ a similar arrangement to that found in some of the Regulations of the 
Order of the Garter. This added to the careful manner in which the text is written, 
to say nothing of the handsome scarlet binding, would seem to point out that it was 
prepared under authority for some special purpose : it might be for some distinguished 
Lodge, or some royal or noble person.” As regards the beauty of the writing, the 
accompanying facsimile will leave no doubt in the mind of any brother. 

Furthermore, this manuscript is remarkable as having given rise to more discussion 
respecting its authenticity and age, than any other of the numerous versions known to us. 

It will be noticed that the manuscript is dated 1607 on the title page, and the 
frontispiece is inscribed “Inigo Jones Delin. MDOYII.” Bro. Woodford reproduced the 
text in the Masonic Magazine for July, 1881, and remarks, “ It is, we apprehend, pretty 
certain that it did belong to Inigo Jones. It is of date 1607.” This at once raised two 
questions, or rather three: did it belong to Inigo Jones ? did he draw the frontispiece ? 
is the given date correct ? to all of which a consensus of opinion seems to answer 
in the negative. Inigo Jones was born in 1573, was sent to study in Italy, and returned 
to England in 1605, from which time to his death at the age of 80, in 1653, he was 
the associate of the noblest and best in this country. Were the book therefore the 
work of his hands, the date would be a fitting one, and it might be suggested that he 
had prepared the book for some one of his noble or princely ‘patrons. But there is a 



11. The Inigo Jones Manuscript. 

great deal to be urged against this view of the matter. A reference to the frontispiece 
will show that, although the figures are well and boldly drawn, the perspective of the 
stones, the pedestal, and the fallen fragment of a fluted column, is so wretchedly bad 
that it is impossible to believe it the production of so skilled an artist and architect as 
Inigo Jones. The writing also is scarcely of so early a period; Mr. F. C. Price, who 
has prepared the facsimile for us, is distinctly of opinion that 1760 would be a more 
approximate date. These are the arguments which strike everyone at the first glance, 
but the text itself is also capable of furnishing a clue, and on this subject much has 
been written. It is impossible in this place to reproduce all the arguments pro and con, 

the reader must be referred to the articles by Dr. Begemann in the Freemason, July 
9th and 16th, 1887, to the letter by Bro. W. H. Rylands in the Freemasons' Chronicle, 
November 5th of the same year, to Dr. Begemann’s contribution to our Transactions, 
Yol. I., pp. 152-161, and to the remarks of Bro. W. J. Hughan in his lately published 
“ Old Charges of British Freemasons," pp. 132-137. 

Omitting in this place minor points (which would lead us too far, but none of 
which can be safely left out of consideration in forming a final judgment), there are two 
distinctive features in this manuscript. 

The principal one is the introduction of the two letters which passed beeween 
Solomon and Hiram of Tyre, and which are only found in the members of the Spencer 
family, viz., the Spencer, Dodd, Cole, and Jones MSS. The wording of these is identical 
with that of Josephus, as given in the translations by Dr. Thomas Lodge, 1602, 1609, 
1620, 1632, 1640, 1655, 1670. But they contain a peculiar error, the word “ Sidonians ” 
has been rendered “ Macedonians.” Begemann discovered that this same error occurs 
in Lodge’s edition of 1670, whence he argued that the date of the MS. could not be 
earlier. But Rylands pointed out that although the 1640 edition gave the correct word 
“ Sidonians,” the subsequent one of 1655, (of whose existence Bro. Begemann was at the 

time unaware) was also wrong in this word, and that consequently the date might be 
put back to 1655. He even argues that inasmuch as an editor corrected (?) Sidonians 

to Macedonians in 1655, a transcriber from the edition even of 1602 might have done 
the same thing, which is of course possible but hardly likely. 

The other point is that the Inigo Jones Manuscript gives the name of the architect 
of the Temple as Hiram Abiff, a name only found in other MSS. which admittedly date 
subsequent to 1722. Dr. Begemann thinks this was done to bolster up the third degree 
which had only been invented in 1724, previous to which the name of Hiram Abiff was 
unknown to Masonic lore. But here he assumes two premises which many of us are 
not prepared to admit, for the name might easily have been known before the degree 
came into use, and the degree in a less developed form, some of us think, is much more 
ancient than 1724, or even 1717. It will therefore he seen that “ the quarrel is a very 
pretty quarrel as it stands,” and that all we can at present affirm, with any probability 
of being safe, is that the present manuscript cannot date before 1655, though the greater 
part of it may have been, and probably was, copied from a much older document. Bro. 

Begemann’s dictum that the MS. is an impudent forgery of a date subsequent to 1726, 
appears somewhat too strong. But even if we assume the earlier date of 1655, it is 



The Inigo Jones Manuscript. iii. 

evident that the document could never have belonged to Inigo Jones, 'who died two years 
before that, and still less could it he in his handwriting. Bro. Rylands has suggested 
that the transcriber of the manuscript may have had before him a plate by Inigo Jones, 
and have thought it an appropriate adornment of the hook he was preparing with such 

care, and that he copied it, which, if he were a better scribe than draftsman, might 
account for the bad perspective. Whether the original plate was signed or not, the 

copyist would add the name of the designer, and would naturally also add the words 
“delin.,” whereas, if signed by Jones himself, we should expect to read “fecit.” This is, 
of course, quite possible. He would also add the date of the volume or series of 
sketches from which he had copied the plate, and the whole may have been an after- 
thought. I am myself inclined to think so for the following reason. A glance at the 
title will show that the date 1607 is squeezed in, that there is not so much space between 
it and the line above as between all the other lines. And an inspection of the original 
reveals what could not have been shown on the facsimile without considerable additional 
expense, viz., that the ink of the date is of a different colour to the rest of the design. 
My suggestion is therefore that having prefaced his book, which was already completed, 
with a copy of a drawing by Inigo Jones, the transcriber added the date on the title to 
agree with the date of the drawing, finding that there was just room to do it. The 
picture was evidently done with a brush, and I even fancy that the date on the title 
was done with a brush, although the rest was written with a very finely pointed pen. 

The manuscript was sold by Messrs. Puttick and Simpson, London, 12th November, 
1879, fell into the hands of Messrs. Pickering and Co., formerly in Piccadilly, now of the 
Haymarket, and was purchased from them by our late brother, Rev. A. F. A. Woodford. 
At his death it was once more sold by auction, this time to Bro. George Kenning, from 
whom it was purchased by Bro. George Taylor, of Kidderminster, and by him made over 
to the Worcester Masonic Library, in whose custody it now remains. 

The Inigo Jones Manuscript falls into the Spencer Family of these documents, and 
has only once been previously published in full, by Bro. Woodford in the Masonic Magazine 
for July, 1881. Bro. Hughan describes it in his “Old Charges” second edition, and 
gives a photographic reduced facsimile of page ix. Ours is the first complete or full- 
sized facsimile. 
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*T'HE COUSTITVTIONES 
of JTVicifonjy^ • • 

3a HE' JEs miMc of-tk&father ,rf Aea-vciLWith vnfdome'f 
<rfurious^nne'ilirougfie'tJief %raj:&oft/ig ffofic (^fwjictfree 

yerfoni a.ru/’yne'oo/be rviiff vs at-our fie^mningz, arufJiu-Q 
vs ara.ce-tx> aovernc'l’S Aere in tfcs ft/e ,that Tv eJ may Cornu 

hohi( /fj-JtC tdat nevetJflafL Actiif (foocTfretlxern 
ancAfpITo-u}ey ouryurpofe is tv declareto_yoiLt flow antPin 

iv Hat manner tdis xvortJiLe*S'cience’of^jifjfonriz u>as 

Ce^aruTafermarcHdow ti wasjbunJecTby VoortfiLp ~- 

jvffio ■ j 

Majonryhrjf 
J^ount/h(f_ 

iyamer 'y'dyfrfHis' framer wfidfiteh.dHetf amccrL to 

Jjjeafetrulie’j ancfto write, trufie. 
^petdoricf^ ~j'rjHej~econa is <f{et}ior icfe, TX> HidHteoLdHetH'a man- h 

Jpeafeja. ire m J'ultuTtermer 
i c ffffe HffircCi S •Cp&f ‘-ff, vodficfteacHetd a ma re to difeerve 

r ■ [ °X ivudldf^n^afj'e/ffood'. metic\ ^ffej^urtl LSydritdrnetitTVoditdicaefetdaman to^erccn 

r, 
arr

aSCcmaffair’Volnnerofnumders^- _ ^ ^ 

Ljt ometrye -fHefiftz if caffed'geometrye rofncA. tea6ftetHa mctnho 

-Mfciie ancfJAeafure tfiejtartK, ancTalTofffer Hinges 
dhe wdichScitvee isaf/o caffediMafonrie^. 

dHefjxjxfe Science is CdlJedMtf 'ifdutJfifX’teafTedarnan 
die craft ofsonae and -I’oyceofhjteue, OraanJdarpe 

r . rr r- A r f- c-t* 
Jytronomie dhejeanenl-A Scievce u calledJyiconomiervhich ~ 

tea cdciJf a man to fnort) hfe coiivje ofddjon and 

Sdlooneand \ 

-yde.jfilera 
Scyences- 

,1 

oone 



'/Aooneant/^/'larrJ*, 

\j~heir he’ tfie ~7. LiEevalPfaiences-,-the wfii^are ajJjvumfly one 

-rsr enexfj^at is (feornebrie:' 

'tor it IS tLtf^£)vte^ndCMeafuresj^onJeraTons 

ancCrvai^fds oj-a/IrnaTierj>/-{-(\mffes m earinjor tfieareis 
r ' -J^cLTy C*rafk!, Cubfie’tvor^etK^Joma 

tfayfciences 
jourufed Ly ~ 
(geometrys’. 

-Wot A 

JomcTneajureorjowe ivaiGhte, butaihs- danm/ yevrnccry tr. 

'J^/iHSjyla.rS/vmntcS'anJiCrafis men ard^atCoiJieryftfieJeaven 

^fcLences, aiviyJyeciaUie? (-fab, and"ti(fer_j/'a/Tmanct 
tffi'ounJey. Ord&eecTes- or Qtteryypo (Qrsjruihs. 

"Tor Cjramer, np^r^CmeUf^norj^ftronoTny-e^noranyjTaf 
{he o/Zu’r -jjciercey canary waypirnfyleyt^cyMea/iire’m(^-. 
out bjeomeFycJ. 

~\.nf\e\-yfore'u>e‘tbrn^e tf\ahtfieS"cience’jJ by’omefrye’is moltfa’ 

vooviniefaf, tHafafi ndet[aIfotfiPrJcyencey 
ifauc rsatScience.wosjLrfh fe^a-n vaejfialfyoutell 

b^ejo redyoeyffoo^theve 'toas a man tfiat ivas Ca [kcCjayecfi 

'yxSaCand 

(Jufat. 

other railed \iua- 

3y ihjfi rfPrvjffa, & SfaecLalr-i iroo forms- bOe’oneculleifffaf 

ancf tl\e oilier Q-uljall; i{nc/'fafnsaider tviH lie Uat alarme. 

ffjadaC i effyffjormefJafa[jiuru/thr Cryft of (yometryf^jfncf 

CjuU*. 

i riv *ms,**^y JVIASI** vy'-' ^ vn^ r-yiuA 

He oTevi^cf'tliyflo^eydf/Jl'eeyCj am/'fan/esfm tffefeUcfj Zb-ncC 

ft rJf~ix>so y fit JiQyfer- offjtonej arufof nokcTh ^ 
'jfancf Iff tfroider '^VifaaTJaun/tffc.CrafirofJybufif^Jbn^of 

ng ite^jfayp ei an/Organ^ -rty, 

geometry tHe 
Tno/Pworifiebb 
zfa/rHe-yfctencpf 

fgrnecfl’/i/ lvo° 
TsiuesjUa.arra’' 
ft&,Jynec7fi 
Cnifc/renb\cCi 
krjt>jk,avcf 
yla His otHer 

Geometryji 
dfounew: 
j/oujbro/'jZvn 
anaaf-jim Her 

■hi rHuitc/ecC. 
jAuJitiancl 

rP 



ConftiiruinoneS^Jy(a/onlyef. 

QrJ-ifefarm 

-j4er menur 

j4ermes 
tRefcither o 

+Re voifemen\ 

"ffie tl\ird~£ro£erJu/Ra(}^rneJvunc/c ifie craft-of^rnii^es^ 

opfoCffJ'iiver, Qpper^ra/reffroTvS Skelf,. 
JCf{niSjftee J^aumanjounfe ifie Crajtccf iveavni^e 

chfcCi-enf^nerv wef 'fiat^cCwouQ~ia^ vengeance 
Jorfnnjfieitfierfy -water o r Cy^f/er, 

~Xofierefbre tHey wrote tficScyencey irfiCfitfey facf 
Jounfm hvotpifierj'offtonf ifiat tfifiJl'iences migfCi 
fiZffrurufafterJ7\Q>afiLes^ffoodfi. 
On&of tRepfiTersnfJidnz TV as ofMarff wftfifi 
vooufirnot bur ne rpitfany* filer 

J{ncfifie ofiev^fier efjtcfiwas of tfiej'tonficalfpl 
Catevus, Tv/udfiyvouffinofiifijoCue, fmfe or fil 
droivneafiin arty xoater. 

Our wientis hfitfiefire tnfyoutruf. fi!nv an^m 

Tvnat mamer theje fitters off&nefefiyre declaref 
ivevefififf unJc Tvderem tfiefil't'encepfcj-ore " 
-mentiontufiwere written.- 

tMarffe mfinot 
fume. 

faterus'fifvne 
wifino lAn fie m 

fieri Wuaf ^Ayoah hiyJomiQ 

‘r&AuPflfikeriur vwofiemtrseasrjrn-mn 
'eolxo WdS tfieffifier of -tfe wife yneTL.- 

fi^fi]^hififiyR,drjfirmefifiunfie/'one of-tffi ffiJf 
(pifiersjfifio^lm fie rufisfi/hne fie/fifiTtfifi 
Sciences rontteru. 

Jf-rufitnefaicTf-lernies Cauofit ine/ai/ficyencey 
bntv men aC fife fhuiffinge ofitrfi^ ~ 

Sfinver offfiaftfn.. roas ife Science ofi^. 
jYlafn.rie^ft-ffffiunaf'anafibety muffieJtemecT 

Jofio. 2 . 

&mfie?cr£? 
firSr ‘iinuea 

VJeavrrvfrfifif 
founaect 

■Water. 

OTiecffie^tfirs 
ojStonefirJfi ~ 
Ihunfct 

(geometries oV 

Crdft aruf weavi 
rfffaufiy 

men. - 



Con/lritu&oney- ^Py\Ca/an iyt? ’ 

fy^JXemrof 

G'o'jViajo, onS* 

^*he n^z.opjicdt’ifon IV fwjp yycLTne vcras/V(’mroc/nas 
£ aJvCaJon hm/eCfe,a>u/'ifovecT-tneScyencejfiftiafonrye 

aS'iS c/ecUreif ty irf^MaiJlersoft£e jJi/tvn'ef & 

rvfien. ~tf\e Cittye of^frynivey ancf otfier cifaer oft/& 
^£.tx FiyjJio uf</'JPuiuFecfjyy- mro cTt/ie J^myirfAa. cra 

jenbifiiCer Goy&afcnj- abideyo^aUon-ofine J^rn^qP 
yfj\^ynivey. Jiip cooTe-n- 

J'CemroJl Jimq& 
0j~ b£>Clp iloTLOau£ 

ydafonS ftr/t 1. 
Charge 1. 

3- 

J\,ruf rp/\en.-t/ie 6o/\iyon£/ovm 
yaue tf>em a C/iartp,p on-e tfus manner Tv/^idTr 

jTfrraJiarrj cmef 
fiarafSiS ivjf^ 
ifieir Journey 

iucGcfaworiJy 
SflZoOkr. 

^Tnainkvn e 
joocleJ^arce m. 

& 
( emreef'-' 

°F^a^fon 
a.J)fiaJoTi. 

gaue rnem acnar^e 

a?Jvlloto etfy. 
yvffihair ifxeyJXoufif fa true ec/ur1 one to other ^ 

SecpruJly thiatifrej/ Cue? truly to artier ■ 
'J-~hjiry/y tCx. t thieyJ^iou. fcj/erue tfieif rorrftrufte 
J°r A'iepayt tQte/teAmae ofjlafi/hn mi^Atrece iae 
k0maayJ-QrJenJtno them totAeyb^ihcyapyxynivie ■ 

jbwers otfier c/karaeshAe Amge(ft&a bi/onyeeue 2>nto 
fte Faicfjttafonf A-r f S' 

'Thy tpaf -bhefirfityme that ever anyJYlym /laa any 
"Ziarye eoncerninffe/iisAciene^.^ 

irwye tventmh 

ilnrfyibra/iam Acut there a xx>orttuc<j c/joiler CalledSucha 

V)ko mas/tnyuler we(TCearneeCkancfwaS' djJaifFer oj 
aiftjke -J.jciences 

'kfn ftrFayes’ t(\eJkorcC$ amf/ia-fesyf^eHeaurieTCLOJ3 
maniejonnes toFom tpey TuT^oFeryjameTy ikieiy ~ 

2viu.es1 ant/yame£y otCcrJacfiey of tne^ealme^for 
tkahJgTicf* aTothe FamAantf reytemjTednntFyenera 

trio Typo tkat hfuy JiacTnoFComyeten tfivmgy to mam 

iayne tkeire cJn’lcfren. withai. 
-wkerefore tkey made rnatkFcare(Jlncf thenh/yjyng ef- 
tAat/kncfTe lcfayreat-Coance/Taru(par/?a7nenFj 

tom\t)£o enquire/IOTV tFey TVi^ftf/lnSe tJAeirC/Fiffren. 
PuCHxey CowCfy'ncCno yjocf way —jTien 

Tviafcnsyreat’ 
ckaraes or 
orders 

JkPra/iamtauq & 
Tz 7 Sciences 
tf{p/£<jiyturns. 

^uclic/Mcufter 
iftkeTjaenceS 

fEayh ap&n- 

tifdtt'Contry 
’.foryene rah': 
oru- 

Jfparfament' 

fiofefen m 
ftynyt- 



^r/Z Confltt ntw vJ-J't&i/un.iye? 

fifio. 

orcCers or, 
¥recef,t-f 

a. 

3 

/“» 7^-* 
jfproc/amacori ~3~i\enJ>i~oc[amaiion was made made tdvou^oixt alftde{du/p 

andd^eafmc ivfiic/drDaddd/urtjf kf/ore were anytp' man l£a{r~ 

Couda^/njvrme tfiem^ tfiai/de/d/ouIcTrorne?valv pe,aruf 

dy^p/oulcn^jo weff vexvara/edyor {xielravelTeLf £eJ'J/oud/'~~u 

l> e’rvelTpleafc// 

Jdfter idip^roc/amaiion was' made' tfien Came tdis wor.- 

Lf\iejcr{a/7e}-ducdiif, whpJdicTvnh bficJpn^ amfiv affdt^ 
^readjyps of ided^adne, yj^you. wdT/etrmePa.uy'y'oui- 

CdildrPriivpovernearufCa'tea/ddirdeyJciencPS' w£erc- 
iv i i{ tftey mi£dbdue fid^Cje n tCemerm. 

Upon Condition idaltde^inpcancf die CouvJ'eCTu’Oud/' 
^raunt/iim ctComTru/rioru,tdatf/e m ipfddaueyower 
andautdoritidh) rufe idem,after de warmer, (Jdathdo. 

Science ouadtdo de ru{ec/~ 
'drdoride Jirniddand~Pl/IdiS CoanCe/TqrauntecTdim a 

Comrirjjs'ion. amQ/eadee/'fb . 
JimfiderL tdiy ivorid/ d)oc/erdlticd{/eJioodi{ixfe ^ r- 

d nW^-dn ‘item m j-Co dipnop of Gtomebridft Drartilp'to \EucLide iau^ 

duc/iefdts 
CornmjJsion— 

ecTtoifie daifc/in ve of cdnrcdef,-J/mplep CturbefCfieB\Geomeirytor \ 
ppo ni erSjJTYfa rmorp a n/dadpui mepoP p-lderd) u idcdn^ eS. j/^r 

'd~den J{e (piue b-kde-mjtraigpt ddrpeon tdio mannerjollozo- 

mod, 

'/pirfdtdai idey'jdouftTId true to td^rn^^andt) tde - 

dords wdome tdeyderuecT 
prdafidpfddotdcfToue ive/f-topeifiez'. 

tfiey T/widdde true M-Qedetone/ bo oder." 

"ydbiKey ddouCd'calTcede older Jupfl'llomyntfrolGip/et'Cadr 
mf His dnaue\ nor any older emidname. 

yp'datr 

y- 

ieepl 

Md7lj'm 



^ Conftitutioncs^^of^/Y&z/om'ie^. 

C/Car^e. s'- i^ypwuI^truQ^ruM tfieir J^rcTorJ^iai/ier 

6 

7' 

Majons-tv 
cifremSfeifiO- 
fcoCcfa. Coun/eff’ 
rn iSei fjcienc6 
once eve vie 
yeare. 

) 

J--/UIV VhtyJAoiua oraarne^pomte] amf c/u/et^e WjJeff 

oJ^iJieTn-io^-tfiejyiat/izr of-tfiej^rds Tvor^e^^aTieTno 

obfieT) neithe^r/or/oue} ^-nea^e, rio^es noefavouv iv ~~ 

orUatne or ap^oy/i^ran Can-minneor 

Experienced) b bfieir ipre/s TDorl^pbkerJp 
hfietre(ortTjXouDCt?e CVittJervecT■nncTtfi'empFvesa/Dama 

^JFabFiey-jXoufcfcaltfieiv^overnourejyf -f/ieire rpors^tFeh ' 

JYCai/irer > durhiae1 bfie -bymt -kfuitt/iey worJ\e zpildJnm. 
njzFaf' fFey f^ToufcTFp- emfte on ce^e v e ry-eyeea r X*ioj'cFe vi/e 

p/Cafonij™ 
bogcFarveS 
ar artXce S.ixi 

re recited* 

■fhezDiJefF 
MnfonSmuST 

Fe e fecTe/'- 
jAaj/iers yF 
-thetremory. 

'U+l- • t, CTC6* l V t-L' j ^ ^ " y 

Fon, ifiyjFouCcf 'VuorJ^e'FeflF tojerue t/Feire£orcfe/> 

^jx>T' JltS* ^ 'r~< i '**'0 v- s'r*t>s-/lJJ.s? u>-" Ais-prpfeib^ ancTtcfFeire worldy, ov crt'cfiirLe. 

^AatiFey J7iou/cf~eorrec-te)Jiim iFairFaiF-tre^oct/secFa 

(ternJbF iFeJciencf 
Stivers oiFer Tnofd CFan^ey Fuciirf'Oauc irFem wLidF 
n) vovfcf Fe do -kecTiour io reCiix'. 
J\ncCdo atifiefed p CFaroesne mate Fern ipfmeare^cc 

gread oaF^ ^Fitf/dmen. vferriepr^eure rn Fo/e — 

Fayes. 

Jcmf f)e orcCaynecTjvr Fern TeafonaPfks 'Coaxes iytp/Fcf 

Fey mitjFirFonyftly Ciue* 
y-Fus iv as- -tte Science* of (jeomeiy e'^ ro LinFec/'^- ^ 

w fie rely Fat mori/i'ie S'cFolTet' a.ndrycefeniyda/crL 

yfucFcf yue idFe numeyf (yeoni
 > anFncm it if 

Catecf Frou^Fou-t atFey$ ealFn eftftifon yS’. 

Si Fence’Conpe*after mien. Fc cfhUlren~ of^yaeF~ 

mere Come nvk> Fe fcinFFe/ieft, voFtcJf noiv if 

calJeFa-rnon^e vs bRe Con trye offfe ru/afeTTL . 

Jirnpc^ 

j\Cyy'nS' ~ 
yiajjiet' 

fto/uiue. a C, 
CounfelTheft 
m Feire' 

Sciencet. 

yiqfons ivafy 
firtfor/ayned 

(jeometryt 
now Caued 
fMafonryed 



^y^/ie^Conftibuiiones oJ\JA%ufonrie^ 

%ooo0 hewers 
^Jicnef. ~ 

-70000, bearers 

typ hardens 

3 fo o,ov err 
Jeers" 

'h^rra^sSlAVlcf^eoMi toftLilcIe ilheTerjprd^J-eruJafeni/w. 

that now is w htthem ~femj[um ham in 1 > cencfis namecT 

tin[f\ vs th(rprmj>Fe of^Jeru/aFerrh. 

' j~'FeJame i\fm cf to uedjhhafcms TvelfjTicf 

ChevifFecFtfiem muc/Canefewue tFemgooc/jjayyuncfJFe 

qait^[IFemiFFe C/Farc^er, ae jFsy Fajrn z^f tt’^LurnlFem 
[jdac/FF1 „ 

Other Charges mot'Jhepa us tnem^ voFiSFjereaJterfoCorvem 

-Afterthe cfetheaje oftAC'^hSa.VlcT.SoComon who wa^J^mgC* 

j£> ao uhjytsft rme^j>erji ;• m OcCtAhrCi ruJXln&goftiheSCemfCe —• 

rvCic/CdgamcCMsJ-atfter JmcThteon to ftui/fteC 
^ArufsCen QaCoTnonJeniftr ivorftemen mto ft vers ContrieS" 

a ncCFan ftk, aruCp^fterecTtCem. togetftevjo ifuiifte ftacft 
%nooo worjftnnen oftfthones^wFo weave alfnajneftftftaJonS" 

ancC70000- wfto hare CuzheTLS 3^00 £0 CjyiajfterS Ojift 
Cover nay ofthis ivorft^y 

-there was aftftgt CaICftJrarn_ivhe 
Co v eftrDehftmg^ S ah men-, anj OAVLC him ~Jjailer to ~ 

fm ijhe hip zvorfte 
f/Ceftameftra.m ftacTaj 

of {fteohCe[riC,anftchieje-*\Mjter y-uu /usaviyons^anajras 

jYlaiCter fta[Fhr pravemge, anftCarving worfte >ajift 
ft a ft after manner-fta/orirteTiiorftb that he/ongecTTv-thh 

Zte’yvhft, as is menitoneftn iheftiftl in tftftburftftooftC 
ft jJiJ-ftnpes, an ft02 fte fturft Cftftyter. 

-fhljairftftna^ Jah non Confirmed ho ftfte Changes -that 
hi£ftfterftmg ftavifthaft^ften. ixfftaftons yanftftus 

YuaS that roorlhiftcyenc£ oJdftaftoTiiyh’conhirmeft^- 

7n the Contnejft ftfe rftahern an ft m ftvers after 
ft no ftm es; 

^foU/o, ft • 

rehav'ft 

oeftn fa Clift 
ftetempCt qf 
'geriftlevw 

offteJempCeft 

'ferft.Ce Lem. 

^vam ■f’S*- 

iJitcutCeT 
[on Sant 

of'-t/ie Qravcnin^C 
ancfCarrme TVOJ 
Cehnarna UtCe ■ 
Teftl 

*en. 



/ orders- 

Confiihitionef j)/^7y&/dn vie7 

Jollio. r 

~f prefers 

f maaef 
JvCa/onfare to 

*HofeTiheire ~ 
Counce//when 
tfeey wi/T 

■~j~'/ien cu ri ous TnorJ^meje toajj^eni^e afeout Tn/o divers 

Counlries^/ome decav/e of learning, more fpepert- 

- Once! rn ifeeir/rience* oincTJ'ome* to /ea.ffeddieir 
Science7 tv otfeers-. 

So *t feefelltfeat{fedears’raas one* curiousjYCujinfCafetf 
Ppapmus^recus mfio Juuf Gene airiAe SmlZ/inpz 
ofSalTomonS-Sf'ernj}fr’> came 'mfr>J?i~aunceanjthere 

fee iraugGtrtfeeJcience7' offe/)feafonrie*iro mere- 

of^fr a unCp7. 

finertfeere'ruaj' onefTf^eoalTlynfe opSTrmince*~ 

CharlesfefeCarri/Tinfo Coveefewe/TtfLe^fcience 
SfJYiafonry 

Zf^^en CameS±o Jitm •J^feejau{yy'ayrnns frecus™ 
ancTtawffet firm tfee^fcience jffhifonrie* ~ 

f ancf toofe* 7rj?on.feim tf\e~^ 

fj-terz&arcCes £p tfee- qretcifjfffefee ums nCectecfto 

feefmgei off round. 
J-Cc fee mo. m, fer eftate fee toofe -to feint rncuTpJvfafens 

iTuTfee mafe manp rnenjvlfovs, -tfeatr mere* 
noir feeforf aiffei/d ifeem on rvovfe*. 

Curious tvorif 

yooa i^jjaye ivtiiCA Sienaa learnea or 001 e£/H-a/ons. 

ffefef/LiifecfeinqeojSfFrance* C onfirmeefetfefefg/vns 

a Cfearierfrorrisyeere tojfeare> fo feofefetfeere/- 

fem bfeefeor Co ten C efcfeeruffeeoT tfeerre muifefe- 

~ffms icnjcfufjAfonxy Camfefirft mifranc^ 
ancf f noCarufeanffTonL/iir hme/Vnto fee trmejf 

Jfelbo7T 'Gftoocf loiyffr a-nyfefeurpes ofMafonryd. 

3”- 

feefeff 
more epjrien‘ 
men 

Cffn -/esjylarriir 
[ouedfla/onr j fe 

j^aymus ~ 
^hrecuf ^ 

ctas^Sjytarl/T 
cfur/ecfearife 
Xjhgofranee’ 
-fafensmaf 
ftfecfeff 

CJfarfrfeia rill 
fempofjtrance, 
Confirmefe a-' 
Charter tv fee 
feA.afons'. 



<Cj?nfiitutioneyofj){ajon r if. 
^[fio 

^ “o-f' 

'rOr h-q 
X.n(^an(f of^n^ancf ^/^o tvaSapag 

wcJCecF a-fowne caftkeT, Samt^Xtones' 

^e^oreJ^onS 

t yme'ajfaf077' 
toofichut'ciye,y 
cLdfay meaf-e 
ancTcfrinkg' 

Xocirre ?n ~ 

£y 
Jav&SNacoris 

Y(Lt-U Ll' ^ /LUXJl [X- VJ L4. /t-ryj J —*• 
pmfeff^ aruf |pane ikem 'T’/iaroeS ancf Order? ioA e ol= 

JervecT'amonofF-tkcm ap^ercafbevJ^lloweiH. 
fprefentlAfe’ af&r -tOe cOcvtfi oj'^f^/iCbon if'ecirt? nrijiiecf^' 

cTiuerf zvarryiviifvv ifie ^eafrne^'^nQjant/ffivoLicgJioiit 
cfiversJcationf.fo ±£at tRrv^o^iencPofjAaJbnry was 
cCejlroyecCVntttfie tj-mepf %nwAde(IJh>ne fa daye^ 
TV/U> was a wortliie dywye indnoTccruy anajubdueddi 

aruToovernedYbmveacd, 
f^ejame JffizjfdelUone faued many-preabwerdey^ as 
Amys CaMlt$-trowerS anfadivers oiKer fuilfanas. 
Re {2veyZMafons ivrfT. r rJ. r f 
he fa fa fa oe ZAaejTtone fiacTajomie Called Zdiyyn^ Tvho 

jamer yetjwaat-a nirn -RI t U IIIM'K .jTty"s' 
Re was aareafpraclfer In^eometrie) andbLearne 
of-tRem fadeRj TciencR 

JlferwardRor lcue Re fa cftofdRfoTir (drufio ifeire 
' Jciencer roof macfe JitajorL fai-mfej/fa. 

(pde 

fadrafsetOC/ 

s.shitty 

twneStIC 
'asadecT 

JiMjtonefafa 
gf±nffnffifa?d 
me [ancf rnj>eacc 

tluryr} Rimp! 
Jcfeifion fyifaon. 
paa-S made a ~- 

jfajon 





orders of 
jdcfonriz- 
tvelfofei 'reck 

t 

3 

-J-fen tfe^fauffwy>i Cauj'ecTziSoofe^of Orders to fe mac/efr 

fxeVWafons, andCowffjcyencd tuaS fu-Tu/ecfityJw Commanz 

ded'fahifejaicffic/^djfonlfTe’ reacf vafen. aryjdafbrL — 

ffoudf fe mac/e, anoTfy id'efauf'.Pooff ioancf 

cfecPre" i> nto Pnr\ C/iarveS ancCOrders, aruPfrom iPat 

Jay vn-ho tPssfky ana iy we, tPe ordersjfjMafinn/e - 

fiaf Peene o^eroerTand'^pdajuPmdw.t-J'arrrie ancT 
manei"gcrverneeP'as iPe Science requi rea\ 

y^urlPerTnore ai fiversyPjsemPPies or Counfe/s PoP/en. x 

fy ipeffajons fpeare faih Pen. acfcTecPifivers Cj^artefs 

or Orders more', Py the Pejt afvije of' pfarters dx> 

h S'’a P/e r ved~amvngZ dPe^ff&pmS. 

"plinc unus e,KfenioriluS teneat CiOrurn , et tuncjprecephi 

(fePeat- fecy ■^J/ fae is to fay tPen one* of tPe ipfers - 

foPdeif tfe PooJf )and~'tperttPef -preceytS one Pir-to 
Pe read" 

~fpPet eve rie*man. PaduafvLafn tuPPeef 
that Pe O^Pruejoerforrne^fufff'iP'anrrfe’ey tdPeis CCarcys 

and'Orciers^yJ'PefindZOffel/e guifie m any one off? 
that-As amen fanfrpforrspflrriy^/ytp tPlrein^fr it is 

A 

dPtoyri made 
aOoof ofP<L 
jv(tponPOn/erS 

roLoe '^LfyA ,n ' ~ ~rr ^   ‘d ‘■"<ronujonj)a£/ouoii fdai- tkzyJTalbe true tvyofanf Pis fofy CdTur&P 

'Tnabthey committ,np'£’rrc>rjnorPprefie in iPeir Vnder ~ 

jtatT 

rtfpp r ado fed try 
CParterS 

yfyPonS 

prefers rend 

en L 

ffons muff 
P? tru e toyoel 

PfUafons mufi 
Pe true to r*/ 

,2 iPeir J>rjnre. 



r 

jVall*Iwom ariy^JT-ayJ-o-r orji'eafon 'm^nc/ecfho ['e 
Ccmfrircd aqarn/t ifieir'J^rrn ce, tnr Cro wne a-riA 
cCifinhe’j oir^hvce^an^tjlutc opihe tf^eafrne\ Eubtfiair 

fie or J)is^oi~ifcyjfcalTfurtfi ivit^prejen^reoeafey-Jame* 

brue^offe-to anioJay')tfiateverie 
ZJvitlJ/t&rj (jouernnrr an /yedoTve'^cf^ryci enre ofjviafonrie'’, wdo arc' 

Jviapmf aHerve^idliL ifey doe to tdeirdMaifter, governor or Over- 
Jrrrfyf tfieirjcirricdof tdey XDouCftfieyjXovOaoe to tdem.. 

^hat-eaeprydojori £eepe^Jecretaw jooa dlreckons m tfarjcience 

dtpoc&r cZ. 

~bdai tdey £eepefj?cret alPaider dounfeHs tb/nffi*in aot^t- to Eej^zptr 

Concerning tfieircjctenet. ^ 
(3 '^'fiat-riojyXafon Commiti^anyjfeHorde-' 

—j. f\ateveTiej\iaJon !>e -tr*1?toid’eireHyrcTorJYfyiJteT ztoft'o-m- 
-tCejJTalfJerue, and"trulye tojer-ueldim in Ctrjrrojpibtamf 
a etna ntzL^y -: 

-jJuit zuerieMafon cfot Ca.[[one another J?reideren and'— 
J'eKoroef;antfriobany otfdereailLriame^. 

~~yJ\a.tnoJ\dyjon Covet- nor dejl're, fiis d'ratHerS’, orJelTovoeS- - 
ntdfed dir iSaiyrHier or Hirjvdaidejer vanfr Centrane to tde 
7, Commazcnr/ervent~ ■ 

~j~^air etreTj-yyiafon dda iuftlye' a n/truHyjoay-cyvr ideird ibyelt 
andlQd^rnyy*, ro Fair e/or uer ±FeyjZiournd or lourdl. 

■±2j 

U> 

yfi eJS/afom 
rnudC/yJ/ect 
and ruldd'Jy 
tdejvfaifter 
ancTtfovernor 
C reahedm t/iet r 
Science’. 
-jAofovrmuftCi 
fecret <” Hir 

ifaence 

JvGfovspad 
aoreeaSbrethm 
du^dtiodc 

-j-fFal no ydiafon Com lit a ry- tQjde, 0rfello nye witFin or void t'L'^ 

--out Hde Ftoyfe'zuHerein. Heyjdait^f'oiourne'lorH>Lirdc’wde.re " 
jr tHeiref'cience’ryupte ide dfcracefor difireJitecT rSSorW 

^ r r n-a tfefi&me 
governor or Theyfi are fie 1 ijyecadydar^esyr'fida )0r Orders tdntderery 
JdafioTL, Tydafin outfit iuftly anf trufiy to otfir ufiyerfior mefiuJfifilT 

'<d~ fiyeye’. yfeare am 



Confti tuHonera^jS^afonrl^ 

UlO ■ 

yCere^ptSoweiA oifiev CXarges^jQii/es or Order? ^ U 

&d/?rzj edjPejd°r771 antf .^jspt fy tf>e?Mafiers 
Cyvemors> an^ydpj’1'enttcesjjf f(te'Jcienccjffiydajon-ry- 

Order?fir l 
-jdaiffers 
(jover mrs aruf 
Jfi rentiers- 

J 
JOT voanie of 
fijlTone'Jvtafc 
or d?-ofier may 
fafe an aiders 
irorffodoef 

4 
Jvfajenf -w 
J\j>renhce? 
m ufPdeofgpc 
dir id ancTfuncT 
fFdy-mmeS" 

~fiirddfiairnofidtyfierdfiafitafpy-isj^yQn Ftm anyprdfU’arpe’ 
neiiderany oiderfians eDorpe^^ ejeceyh fe fnoivefiirrfffi 

iveHaFCe^ errudjujfiicienid vitfitaif aveCfcperiencdor 

^oyerforme^ irFf/ame^Jo-tFdttPd J^rde'Tnayd Fe 

ivelTans^iru/isfier vecf to tFe Crec/itt yf ifieire 

jcienefi 

-±dai -noj/ybiF&rjfjdL fion-rycJ ba^fiary manneT of 1 morj^ ejeceyte^deJ tafifi tb at areajonad'be'fatt’ ^ 
irFere£y tFe QrcdeJ my fe* no e/£anafitritTy-fifir; 

-red'rDiifJn'j' omne yyxdr , and'FFab b/Ft'^Jdaiffer 

of fie Iniorfyny tferedp Fe VuefiaiTdtruJpfpy/fxii 

fir 11°roej^fieire Waoys^ andfirnfi-Ffdmay due tfe rely 

Fonjffiy bo rna rnebzindfiisyfam i/id a? tFefiiencd ~ 
reyuireirf)- 

fifat ndfAb iff?!- or broffer of -fie febeneofjdafin rye? 
do£ iatfio v pu l anyfiaiffer or fro fier of fisjeiened 

oubyf any manner yf worffi wFifh Fo fatFbaz 

fen Fefiord h doe', yceyb- ifiefiUaiJter fibfie1 

ficiencdfimeff fim nod affd oryfufft ciznifi of- 

J%fior eyryeriencf dyerfimnddrfimiff dr. 

flat ndMajJier or frotpeToffiyfciencdfijdafonrj 

jFafiiape^oy ond afy>renb'c<fifbray/e/}e bermf- 

fieri yfiearef, anfifiab fidFe ovd fiab if nob ^ 
Fa/e of Firfif fivt viyfibe cmfijo tmfie offiu 

£ymn?es} 

ffifab 

if*fans muff 

'rfiorTTiQJuff) 
aS tfff 

Vncftriafe/ ■ 

f 

-yXa/bnf mafi_ 
iaf if eh voorf 
afiubf ralef at 

th ey mayju/fie ierd 
Citjrciy TPafifi 
maintaine’ tnem- 
febves anfdeire 
famifeT. 

Korfaiffer or 
Iro ifier muff 
fifrnijf friihat 
Kaf-taleyLany 
toorf before ey: 
Cytefihefirff 
cavroifnlb ib 

JyiafontCavn 

-tafifi no ~~ 
Jiy ren iiceffir 
Cefs ter me then 
fiyea re?-. 



m 01 laonri 

f- ,,.— •.i&/\e any attbiuance boPe ma/e 
j\(afon ivit/>aut±f)e afient or consent yf'. 6or y. 

of fiiy />releven of ±f?e fabcTfance* r ^ 
-j-'/iat-fe’tfatris'-fabbe'macfe^TvlaJon/fe voelTafrCe^nc/ 1 tCoyen 

cy qoocTc/egyee’fbal irfy) i/mt fe (?e ftjoocT■ 
Jjl fj'iiiy f*r* £? f* C%stT~'r\ £> /rm n rt -/^n -i-£w J 

jYbJ&tftmCari 
(jC'mtufed ~- 

Ma/on ivitfi - 

7 

8. 

5 

10 

man oiiffnrwbee 
-ffat no matvtaf? anyf^renticf ejceybJbbfaMje 

fufficientTvorfe ynouqfe'bp employe^ onf two? 
'pf^tfreefe/fivEr 2Jj>j$n, afifu: beafd. 

f/Qh nofCzifter nor frcstderjyfbJiyfcienc 

ffrfafbnryetfut any Jordf or olfier manr ^or^f 
bo '~b-fjre voAlST? maf Tubfil?to be 

man 

’Jte-fatiS h> 
Ge made-' a 
Tdafon muf/t- 
£e of Qooct' 
Cirtf fy/. 

11 

itmeriyrtnyr mioh viau/rone another to Lw/e weire 
OoocCna mej' or TvorCfffJufftance b tQirfwfran ce 

jhab none ofiff frebfer^nof'fjefctence yf '- 

Jyfafonry, tmirfm tfyy[ace't>r fioafi ivfere’ifey 

12 

there fe reafonafft Cwytet 

'ffabzvejyef/fxJorijfairreverence anfyeeff 

royfryye^io tfeire e/Qer, or (yovernoure*. 
-—y lab 

Cjccjp 
•ee 

b 

JylyfinSmfb 
fue tfeire 
Preferen. 

WciSf'bccontfn 
bo their feferk 

hiwfonfmuf vat 
f/amfer onf 
anobher. 

if of of mfb 
Se of roof 

,ef Itlamour 

jfafinfmafb 

(jefunhe’. 
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14- 

ir 

\Q 

17 

is 

8 

'^J^atTioJy^fpnJ^a^TvJe' -tv^jjiay at any V nGnrfuJTaameS 
iVheareJy -^eyne/cyeTtr^J^ou/tr Jt'^dtfcredltecf 

y~fiat nyyyCafonjiiafte V&aryJR iffatcfe taf^f iuffear/fyf/?£. 
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HIS is another sumptuous manuscript of the “Old Constitutions” in 

book form. It consists of eight strips of vellum, folded in folio, so 

as to give 16 leaves or 32 pages. Each page measures 9 inches by 

6f inches, and is surrounded by two red lines about an inch apart. 

Page 1 is the title, page 2 is blank, then follows the text of the 

manuscript proper from page 3 to 18 inclusive, pages 19 to 28 

contain the index, and pages 29 to 32 are blank, the lower half 

of the last leaf having been cut off. It is handsomely bound in red 

morocco with bevelled edges. 

It belonged to a Mr. Wood (hence its title), who had been its possessor for some 

twenty years, but it was previously owned by a family who could trace it for many years 

back. Mr. Wood parted with it to our lamented Bro. A. F. A. Woodford, at whose 

death it was sold, by public auction, to Bro. G. Kenning, from whom it was purchased 

by Bro. George Taylor, of Kidderminster, who surrendered it to the Worcester Masonic 

Library. 

As will be gathered from the facsimile, it has been prepared with great care, and 

the date of 1610 which is found on the title has never been called in question. But 

the whole form of the document is calculated to raise a doubt as to its intended 

purpose. The presence of a title page, although not unknown to these documents, is very 

unusual, and would suggest that it was prepared for antiquarian purposes, not for use 

in a Lodge, in which case moreover the document would probably have taken roll form. 

The index is an absolutely unique feature, and would strengthen this supposition. But 

the words at the foot of the title, “ Newlye Translated by J. Wbytestones for John 

Sargensonne,” have caused it to be suggeted to me that the purpose of the manuscript 

was to serve as copy for a printer, and that Sargensonne was the intended publisher. 

I do not think however that this hypothesis can be sustained. If such had been the 

purpose of the document, surely the writer would have employed paper, as being much 

less costly than vellum. And although he might have rubricated one or two pages to show 

how the work was to be canned out, he would not have troubled to do so throughout the 

32 pages. Moreover, the index, which at first sight favoured the suggestion, on closer 

inspection tends the other way, for if intended to be set up in type, the numbers of the 

pages would not have been filled in until the proof was before the reader. If intended 

for publication at all, it must have been proposed to produce it by engraved plates, in 



ii. The Wood Manuscript. 

which case the reproduction might have been made line for line and page for page. 

But 1610 would have been a very early date for such a costly mode of publication, 

and it is difficult to imagine where a sufficient number of purchasers would have come 

from to justify the expense. And even then, paper would have been a more fitting 

medium than fine vellum. So I think the suggestion must be rejected, and we are 

reduced to the conclusion that John Sargensonne was a collector, an antiquary, of whom 

however, I have been able to learn nothing. “ Translated ” of course, only means 

copied.” 

The Wood Manuscript of the Old Charges follows on the whole the text of the 

Grand Lodge Family; but, as it has peculiarities of its own which preclude its being 

placed in any distinct branch of this numerous family, it is ranged under the “ Sundry 

Forms.” 

It was printed by the late Bro. Woodford in the Masonic Magazine for June 

1881; and in his Old Charges, 2nd edition, Bro. Hughan has given a reduced photo- 

graph of one page. No portion of it has hitherto been given in full size facsimile. 
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Qettyxnzve pianu^cript* 

HIS manuscript, although written on strips of parchment can hardly 
he called a roll, for the three strips of which it consists are all sown 
together at one end and do not appear to have ever been arranged 
to form a continuous scroll. The first strip measures 10 inches in 
length by 7f inches in width, and is incomplete at the upper end, (where 

it is cut in three steps), thus depriving us of all that portion which 
usually precedes the Nimrod Charges, and it ends with the Euclid 
Charges. The second strip is slightly damaged by damp at the top, 
is of the same width and 17| inches long, and begins in the middle 

of the Charles Martel legend, so that a large hiatus occurs between the two strips. The 
third continues the second without break, hut is of a most curious shape, as the piece of 
parchment is roughly triangular, beginning with a width of 14| inches, and two inches 
from the top it commences to narrow, untill it is finally only 4 inches wide, the total length 
being 7 inches. 

The writing is by no means a beautiful specimen, and is very faded in parts, 
rendering it almost illegible, while, as will be seen by the facsimile, some of the corrections 
and interpolations are by another hand. The date is supposed to he the latter half of 
the 17th century. 

The manuscript was purchased in London, in its present imperfect state, by the late 
Sir Edmund A. H. Lechmere, Bart., Grand Master of the Province of Worcester, and by 
him presented to the Worcester Masonic Library, in whose custody it remains. 

It belongs to the Sloane Family of these documents, but, owing to certain 
peculiarities can hardly be included in either of the three branches into which this 
family is divided; Bro. Begemann has therefore placed it under “ Sundry Forms.” 

The text of the manuscript has been once reproduced, in the Masonic Monthly for 
December 1882. No portion of it has ever been published in facsimile. 
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payments [h]aue worsliip for sending them vnto 

him, & other [Cha]rges hee gaue them; & this was yc first time yt any mason had any 

Charge of his Craft, Moreouer when Abraham & Sarah his wife, went into Egipt theire 

were taught ye seven Liberall Sciences vnto ye Egiptians & hee had a worthy scholar 

called Euchild & hee Learned right well, & was mr of all ye seven Sciences, & in his 

daies it befell yt ye lords & states of ye Realme: had soe many soones wch they had 

begot somes by theires wifes & some by ye Ladies of ye Realme, for yt Land is A Holy 

Land & aplenyshed generation & they had noe Liueings competent for theire Children, 

wherefore they made much sorrow, & ye king of yt land made a great Councell & a 

parl’mt, to know how they myght find theire Children, & they Could find noe good 

wayes & he Caused a Cry to be made through out ye Realme, if theire weare any man 

yt could informe him yt hee should Come vnto him, & hee should be well rewarded 

& hould himselfe well paid, After this Cry was made came this worthy Clarke Euchild, 

& said vnto ye king & all his great lords, if you will take mee, youre Children to 

gouerne & teach them honestly as gentlemen should bee: Ynder Condicon yt you will 

graunt them & mee A Comision, yt I may haue power to rule them honestly as yt 

science ought to bee Ruled & ye king & his Councill granted them a none & seald 

yt Comission & then yt worthy Doctor tooke to him ye Lords soons and taught them 

this science of geometrie in practise to worck misteries, all maner of worthy worcks yt 

belonged to building Castles, all maner of Courts temples & Churches wth all other 

buildings, & he gaue them a Chargeion this maner, first yt they should be true to ye 

king & ye lord they served & yt they should loue one another & be true one to another, 

& yt they should call one another fellows & not servant nor his knaue nor any other 

foule names & yt they should truly seme theire payment to ye lord yt they serue, & 

yt they should ordaine ye wisest of them to bee Mr of ye lord worck, & neither for 

loue nor great Riches nor Liueing to set another yt hath Little Cuning to bee Mr of 

ye lords worck whereby hee should be Evill served & they ashamed, & yt they should 

Call ye gouerner of ye worck mr, of ye worck whilst they worck wth him, & many other 

Charges wc^ weare to loung to tell, & to all theise Charges hee made them sweare 
ye greatest oath men Vsed to sweare at yt time & ordained for them Resonable 

payment yt they myght line by it honestly & alsoe they should Come and Assemble 

theire other yt they myght • haue Councill in theire Crafts. 

 [cajme into ffrance & Craft of [ma]sonrie vnto ye 

man of franco, yt was named Charles Martill, hee loued well his Craft & drew to him 

this naymus groecus abouesaide & learned of him ye Craft & tooke ye Charges & 
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maners vpon him, & afterwards by ye grace of god was Elected to be king of finance, 

& when hee was in his Estate hee tooke to him many masons & made masons theire 

yt was none & set them to worck & gaue both Charges & maners & good payment hee 

had, and for ye masons hee confirmed them a Charter from yeare to yeare to hould 

theire Assembly and thus Came ye science vnto firance, And England all this season 

stood void vntill S‘ Albon Came into England and in his time ye king of England 

builded ye town wch is now Called saint Albans and soe in Albans time a worthy 

knight was steward to ye king & had ye gouernance of ye Realme, & also makeing 

ye towne walles he loned well masons & Cherished them & hee made theire payment 

Ryght good, standing wages, as ye Realme did Require for hee gaue them 38- S'1 a 

weecke to theire dowble wages before yt time throw all ye land a mason tooke but a 

peny day, & next to yt time yt S* Albaines amended it & gat them a Charter of ye 

Kinge & his Councill & gaue it ye name of Assembly & there at hee was himselfe 

& made masons & gaue them Charges as you shall heare afterwards right soone after 

ye death of Ste Albaines theire came great wars into England through divers Comotions 

soe yt good Rule of masonry was destroyed, vntill ye time of kinge Athelstone yt was 

a worthy kinge in England, and he brought ye land vnto Rest & peace againe & hee 

builded many good worcks and Abbeyes and Castles and many other divers buildings 

& be loued masons very well & hee had a soun yt was named hedwe [? or Ledwe] 

and hee loued masons much more then his father for he was full practise in geometrie 

wherefore he drew himselfe to Comune wth masons & to learne of them theire Craft 

& afterwards for loue hee had to masons and to ye Crafte he was made mason himselfe 

& hee got of his father ye kinge a Charter & a Comission to hould Euery yeare 

Assembly, where they would wthin ye Realme & to Corect wthin themselues statutes 

& trespasses if it were done wthin ye Craft & he held himselfe assembly at yorck 

& theire hee made masons & gaue them charges & taught to them ye maners of masons 

& commanded yt Rule to be houlden ever after, & to them tooke ye Charter & 

Comission to keepe & ordinances yt it should bee Ruled from kinge to kinge, when 

this Assembly was gathered to gether hee made a Cry yt all masons both ould & 

young yt bad any writings or vnderstandinge of ye Charges yt were made before in 

this Land, or in any other land yt they should shew themforth and theire was some 

in french some in greecke some in English & some in other languages & ye intent 

theireof was fond & hee Comanded a boocke to be made & how ye Craft was first 

made & found, & Comanded yt it should be read & tould when any mason should be 

made & to giue him his Charges : & from yt vntill this time masons have beene kept 

in yt sort & order as well as men myght governe it, and furthermore at divers 

Assemblyes hath beene put to & added certaine Charges more & more by ye best 

Advice of mra & fiellowes 

Here followeth the worthy & godly oeath of masons 

Tunck vnus ex senioribus tenuit Librum et illi veil ille ponent vel ponet manum 

super librum et tunc precepta debent Legi, euery man yt is mason take heede well of 

this Charge if you finde yourselfe guilty of any of theise yt you may amend you againe, 

& especialy you yt are to be Charged take good heed yt you may kepe this Charge, 

for it is a great p’ill for a man 1 to forsweare himselfe vpon a Boocke; ye first 

Charge is yt you shalbe true man to god & ye holy Church & yt you vse noe Error 

nor heresie by your vnderstanding or by teaching of 2 discreet men, Alsoe you shalbe 
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true Leige men to ye kinge w^’out 3 falshood, And yt you shall know noe treson but 
yt you amend it if you may or Else warne ye kinge or his Councell thereof 4 Alsoe 
you shalbe true one to another yt is to say euery Mr & fellow of ye Craft of masonry 
yt he masons allowed yt you doe to them as you would 5 they should doe to you, 
And alsoe yt eury mason keepe true Councell of Lodge & Chambr & all other Councells 
yt ought to be kept by ye way 6 of masonry, And alsoe yt noe mason shalbee cheiffe 
neither in Company as farforth as hee may know, And alsoe yt you shalbee true to 
ye lord 7 & Mr you serue & truly to see for his p’fit & advantage, And alsoe yt you 
doe noe villany in ye house whereby ye Craft may be slandered 8 theise be Charges 
in generall yt eury mason should hould both mr8 & fellowes, now I will Rehearse other 
Charges in particular both for m13 & fellowes first yt noe master shall take vpon him 
any Lords worke nor other worck but yt hee know himselfe able & Cuning to p’forme 
ye same soe yt ye Craft bane noe disworship but yt ye lord may be well served & 
truly, 2 & Also yt noe mr take any worcke but yt he take it Resonably soe yt ye lord 
may be truly served wth his owne good & ye mr to line honestly & pay his fellowes 
truly theire pay as ye maner of ye Craft doth reqiure, 3 And alsoe yt noe mr nor 
fellow shall suplant others of theire worck yt is to say, if they haue taken a worcke 
or stand mr of a lords worck you shall not put him out if he be able of Cuning to 
end ye worck, 4 Alsoe yt mr nor fellow take noe aprentice to be allowed his prentice 
but for 7 years & yt ye aprentice be able of birth & life as he ought to be, 5 And 
alsoe yt noe mr nor fellow take noe allowance to be made mason wthout consent of 
his fellows at ye least 5 or 6 & yt he yt shalbe made mason be able our all Lyers 
yt is to say yt he be free borne & of a good kindred & noe bound man & yt he 
haue his right limbs as a man ought to haue, 6 And alsoe yt noe mr put Lords 
to taske yt is vsed to goe Tourney, 7 And also yt eurie mason shall giue noe pay 
to his fellows but as he may deserue soe yt he be not deceiued by false worckmen, 
8 And also yt no fellow slander another falsly behind his backe to make him loose 
his good name or his wordly goods, 9 And also yt no fellow answere one another 
vngodly in a lodg or wthout wthout resonable cause, 10 and also yt eurie mason 
should p’fer his eldr & put him to worship, 11 And also yt no mason play at 
Hazards nor other play wherby they may be slandered, 12 And also yt no mason 
shalbe a Comon Ribbald in Lecherie to make ye . raft to be slandered, 13 
And yt no fellow goe into ye towne by nyght there as is a lodge of fellows 
wthout a fellow yt may beare him witnes yt he was in honest Cbpany, 14 And also 

yt eurie mr & fellow come to ye assebly if it be w4hin 50 miles about him & if he 
haue any waring & to stand at Reward of mr & fellows, 15 And also yt eurie mr 

and fellow if they haue trespassed shall stand at award of mr and fellows to make 
them accord if they may & if they may not acords them to goe to comon law, 16 and 
also yt no mason make mould square nor rule to any rough Lyers 17 and also yt 
no mason set no Layes wthin a Lodge or wthout to haue mould stones w,!; no moulds 
of his owne making, 18 and also yt euery mason shall cherish a stranger when they 
come our ye countrie & set them at worck as ye manr is or Else to Relife them wth 

some money to bring them to ye next lodge 19 And also yee shall & eurie mason 
shall serue truly ye worck & make an End of your worck be it taske or Tourney 
theise Charge wcl1 I haue rehearsed & all other yt belongs to masons you shall keepe, 
soe helpe you god & by this Booke to youre power 
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