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of the FATHER of HEAVEN, and fhfod&
of the Glorious S ON, through the Grace and x»

Goodnels of the HOLY GHO ST, threel2s -
Jozs and One GOD;Be with us and Give us »
Grace {o to Govern us herein ourLiving, that »

we may come to his Blif$ that never thall have

Ending. AMEN,

L 00D BRETHREN

and FELL OWS, 01,11‘]27;0% is to tell you how
and in what manner thisWorthy Craft of MASON
:RY, was begun-,And afterward; how 1t was kept
and E.ncouraged byWorthy KIN GS and [
-ces; and by many othchorfhy Men.
AN D AL SO tothofe that be here;We .

will Charge by the Charges that belongeth toE.very
FREE MASON Z‘ﬂkeep ,‘[“ OR in goodEith ,Ifg}

they take Good heed to it,1ts worth, o be well [(epfﬁl
FOR MASONRY is aWorthy Craft, and N

S CI ENCE, and One of the LIBERAL,

Serence.

8
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VIL |

‘ > /H E Names of the Seven liberall <o

} W S T RON OMY,which teachethaMan

Sciencesare thele .

» E OMETR‘Yjand that teacheth aMane
the Mete and Meafure of the Earth and of Il othcr\

thmgs which SCIENCE is CaﬂedMASORY

¢ ) «;-é
vamg tcachmg hlm the ARTof Compoﬁtlon &

p] aym upon D1verse In{]truments as tthRGAN
and HARP methodlcany

‘,

to know the Courfe of Sun,Moon and Starrs.

Note




(IT1)

My A nfwer is this: That before the GeneraﬂDclug«—;

; 2 f' T E 1 pray you, that thele Seven
alle corigain’d under Geometry,for it teachethMett
and M ealure, [Pnderation and Weight for Foery
thing in and upon the whole E. arth for you to know;
That every Crafts man,works by Meafure Hey:

buys or fells,is by weight orM eafure. H ufbandmen,
Navigators, Planters and all of them ufe GEOME =

:T RY, fOl" neither GRAMM A.R;[l 0 GICK
nor any other of the said Scienccs, can Sublfift »without

GEOMETRY;erso, moft VWorthy and Honour=

;a]ole. ° ' .
f'«:\ ’.:,
s Ou alk me how this Science wags Invcntcd,

‘.,

which 1s commonly C&ﬂedNOA.HS Floool,t ere

was aMan called LA.MEC H ,as you may read
insl V: CZJ/J/W” of Genefis ;who had two Wives, the
O A ADA thosdZIELA B AN
he begat two SON S, TABAL ana IUBAL,by._«,

7. TLLA tehad One SON called TU BALL
and aDaughter called Noands Thelefour Children s

found the begining of all Crafts in the World TABAL
found out GEOMETRY and heDivided Eocks'o

of Sh eep,He ficlt built aHoufc of S tone and'_[*imberw

40 S Brother L UBAL found the so.
| ART
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. E :)RT o MUSICK He was the Father of
all such as Handle the Harp and Organ.

“ HB AL""CAIN was the Lnftructer of |

g ¢

zvery A rtificer in Brafs and Lron ,And the Daugh: |
ter found out the ART of w’éaving,
AN

s E SE Chﬁdrcn knew well that GOD |

would take Vengeance for SIN cither byFire orWater; |
Wherefore theyW‘otc their S CIENC ES that

they had found in Lwo Bﬁar@, that they might be .

will not Durn with anyEre,And the other S tone was
[ aternes for that will not drown with any Water.

R (D _ .
5 )
£

o 4
N\ &% UR In tent next is toTeH ym;E.”wi'ly y42

S,

how and inWhat manner thele STONE S were

W E {3 HERME S (S urnamed
TRI MA.GIST US Nels three times Great)Be: :
Ing both King,Prie& and Phﬂo[opher,ﬁn EGY PT)
H . found One of them, and Livedin the Year of the~
er&Tonhoufand and SCVeﬂty Six,in theReign |

of N IN U S, and fome think him to beGrandfon to |
: CuSH |

i

e e




AnnoMundi.

MCCcox .,

V=

: thls Manner

6

| vv che firlt that bcgan toLeaVc oft A{][rolo gy. 'T(’) A d—
-mire the otherWonders odeﬁlff He proved therc
was but Oﬂe GOD Creatorof aﬂThmgs Ht?ﬁ}é)
DlVld@d the Day mtoTwelveHourS He is allo tl'\ought
to be the frlt who Divided the Z, O DIAC Kmto

We ve S IGN ES He was to O\SYRIS (\5}
ng of E GYPT And is (3id to have Invented

01 -dinary Wmng, and Hleroghphﬂ(s the hrlt <0 |

| Lavvs of the Egy ‘ptians; . AndDivers LYCZfﬂCKf and
| Taug%}t them unto other Men. |

\‘7:.[;\ X

| fonry e e — And tthlng ofl)dﬂé[ﬂ/&

1 theMlghtyN IMROD was a]‘/1‘4‘077/111mfe]{\e,v

As 1t’s rePortedb Ant1entH1ﬁor1cs And when the ?
C1ty of N INEVE and Qther C1t1es of theEaﬁ |
were to be Duilt NIMROD theKlng ode/-
ZZZOW/ S ent thither M f OIS at the requelt of the

ng of NINEVE hls Coufm And when he
| {ent them forth He gave et 4 € HARGE 119

f'n HA I tI'Le ﬂxolﬂa be true to one ano=

ther andLove truely together' .And that tl‘ley {houldferve
theLorcl truel y for their Pay, [ 0, that thewM & mlgh

t.]
]

haveHonour, and all that belong unto him ,And <9 |
$evc1’aﬂ i o

R T s AT



*AnnoMondi .
MIXILVIIL,

', veraﬂ other Charges He gave them;And
| this was the Firlt Time thatEvcr anyMASON

| EG YP T 9 and there taught the chen LS;'ZZZ&&T asai]

gt BefeﬂIha,t the Lords and the Eftates of ¢he

'R ealm, had{o many Sons; And they had no_,
7 Compf{tcnt Livelyhood tofind their Children. i

thould be well rewarded for his Lravell, And thathe

| the werthy CLARK EUCLYDE and
| faid to the King and the LORDS.

(VL.)

HAM and SARAH histe,vvent infoo

to the EGYPTIANS,He had amr thy. |
S CHOLLAR whofeName was" E uec épdf .

and He learned rig}xt well ,and became aGreat ~ |

Maﬁer of the S evenéy;‘z'ﬁnmf )-And inHisDay 55

/ EREFORE they took Councell

| tog'et};er with the King of theLand,How they
' might find their Children Honeftly as Gentlemen,
Bt could find noManner of Good Way,And then &

Did they Proclaime through all the Land,that if

there wereany Man ,that couHInform them, thathe

[y
\‘ |




(VIL)

| *//F Y EA it me Y our Chlldren
to Govern ].Wlﬂ Teach them One of theSeven
SCIEN CES ,whereby they may live oxo- |
;Honefﬂy as Genﬂemen thould under Condmon
that Yea wil [l Grant them, and That | may have |
Power to Rule them affer the manner that 45( zence ',‘
‘ought to be Ruled.And that the K1n°“ and the <

IC oarieall Grant A vion andSeale his Comrmfswn )

_And then th1s Worthy CZméEU CLI DE;J

'took to him thefe Lord’s Sons and taught them the

SCIENCE. «GEOM ETRY, PR

;tjck for to Work in STONE all manner ofg

worthy Work,that belongeth toB uilding of ;o |
CHURCHESTEMPILES TDW

| ERS CASTLE S And aH other manner‘
of Buddmgs AndHe gave them a Charge in s@

’r}ns Manner

F/( mIR ST that they Thould be true to theKZ%’
and Fg the Lor‘d that they S erve; andTo the s
Fé’ﬂowf‘hlp whereof they are A dmitted ; And o |
k’ch at ’chey ﬂloulclLove and be true to one wﬂﬂﬁ/‘
=27 And that they thouldCallE ach other hisEson,
or BAle BR OTHER, and nothis Servant OT =
Kn ave,nor no other foul Name; A nd that they fhoui
truely deferve their By of the Lord; Or theMafter |
of the V\fork, that d’ley Serve. i‘

THAT |



(VIIL)

0 | AT they thould Or‘dain the R/‘/ ilelt of

Fk L)

; thém to be theMAST ER theV\Tork Andnei-

:ther forLove nor Lynage,Rlches norFavour, toSett
‘ another,that hath butlittle Cunning, to beMaﬁer of
: theLordZsWork; wheréby the Lord fhould be ~o
| EVi{ Served, and theyAﬂﬁamed;AndAlfo,that
they BeatC Al e Govpiaae ab s eru

MA STER in the time that they work with him.

= D many other Charges He gave them,
; ‘th a‘t are too 1or1g to teﬂ And to all thele Char'ges

i He made them SWear agreat Oath thatMen
ufed at that time.

D He Ordaind for them,a reafonable

By, whereby they may live koneﬁly ,And i)

- Al that they {hould come and Aflemble.
| together every Year Once, to confult how they

might Work beft to ferve the LORD, for his

proﬁt A nd to their Own Crecht And to Cor
| rect within themfelves him that had trefpa{red ~

aga1nﬁ the CRAFT

| thre nd that WO RTHYClarkEUCLEDE

| Gave 1t theName ofGEOME TRY) And now |

15 calld through all e LAND MASONRY

SITHENSE

:

i N D thus was the Craft Grounded <o, |




AﬂnOMund1 E

MMCC CCLXXIV.

QSam ViVI.

| of the [IEBUSI TES which is now calld [ERU

| that is catld( TEMPLUM D OMINT )wich

TThall Hear afterwards.

Chﬂdren of ISRAEL were come into theLad
S LENL ng DAVID began th 672771/0/:

us the IEM PLE of IERUSALEM, aliass
th EMPLE of the LORD.

\u i E [ame I\ngAVID Lovedr\‘)
MAS ONS and Cherilhed them,and gave ¥
Good Piy. A nd he gave them the Charges in man
ner as they were gwen mEGYPT by SRO--
EuCLYDE,and other Chat‘ges more, as you




(X)

o/

NF'TER the deceale ofKingﬁg
DAVID

Y O LOMON fene .o HIR AM
K s ‘5King i B YRE for one who was a Cunning Work =

ZSC‘?;IF) | man(CﬁHedHIRAMA’BIF) the Son of awomnia

F,.‘..,.
S IR
PRI

Ui,
OL OM ON toHIRAM the
S King.
‘%N- OWthou that my Father having a will to
é Build a'—[;fmple to God,Hath been withdrawn fro

!
| the Performance thereof by the Continual warrs and
! Troubles he hath had;for he never took reft ,before he

Either defeated his Enemies, or made them tributaries unto
| him.FOR mine own part IthankGOD for the peace
~which ] poilefs - And for that, by the means thereof Ihave
Oppor tunity (according to mine Own dcﬁre)toBuild a
’ Temple unto G OD, for heitis thatForerold my E\:
ther, that his H oufe fhould be Builded during myReignq
fFOR which Caufe, I Pray you,fend me fome oncof yo!
Stkilfullelt men with my Servants to the Wood[(iéwzw,

S to HewdownIrees in that place; for the MACEDONT1

“:AN S are moreDkilfull in ching and preparing
"Timber, than ourPeoplc arc;And Lwill pay the s
| Cleavers of wood according to your Diirection.

Hiram ~o

armr s s ot
[ |
I
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} tl))
he had delivered thyl':‘atheré‘ Kingdom into thy <o

%ands;TO thee Ifay,who art aMan, wile &

full of \Zertue; for which caule, Since no News <o

canli come unto me more gracious,nor Office of 49

L ove more efteemed than this Lwill acc omplithall
that thou requelt el cfor alten ) banve eail ol agreat.

X
quantity of CeadarACyprus wood to be cut down,Lo

will fend 1t thee byrea,by my 2 rvants; WhomI
will command (and furnifh with Convenient Vellells

of Burthcn) to the end they may deliver thelame.
in whatplace of thyKingdome it thall belt pleafe
thee;that afterwards . fhy Subjeé’cs may?;‘dn /vm‘
them tozfzzﬁéﬁz. Y OU hall provide to futith
us with CORNE ,whereof weftand in need,be

5  , OLO M O N King David’s Cy 07
to finilh the TE M PLE thathis Father had be~
“gun, {ent for MAS ONS into divers Countrif:S;

and gathered them togather,fo thathehad Fourfcore 29
thoufand Workmen thatwere workers of STON E,

and were all namedMAS ON S,and he chole three 4
thoufand




(X10)

AnnoMundi.

*
MMMCCCCXXXI

ever a Lover of King L m’a’;And hefent &/ﬂ?fldﬂ

"Timber and workmen to help forward the Buildig
of the EWZ/JZK,' Andhefent one that was NamedHI'-

RAM* ABIFawidows Son of theLLine of.

M/OJIM;'HG was aMafter of wazzfﬁjy, and.,
was ofall his M alons, Carvers )Ingravers and work
-men and Cafters of Brafs and all othecM etalls
that were ufed about theTemplc.

had given o MASON S. thus was the worthy

and many other Kingdoms A ndhe finithed v
Temple Anno MundiMMM.

17 @.I
‘ i@ URI OUS Craftsmen walked about

full ie in divers Countries; {ome tolearn more
Cra& and Cun ning,othe rs to teach them that 59

had but 1'1tt1c Curming.

> N D at the Deltruction of the FIRS T 5%
- Lemple

L ; mng of 3 u PG ¢
{ent his {ervants unto SOLOMON,forhe was

work of M ASONRY Confirmed in Jrafaten

Fﬁ;{(} of Kings.
VILXTV,




%
MMMDXXII.

MMMDCCCXIII,

( X111

@gﬁzpk byNEBUCHADNEZAR,

after it had ftood cccexxx.years.

‘: ' S ECOND q;ﬁz/v/zBegan
in theRelgn of SYRUS LXX Years after.
the Deltruction it being hindred;lt wasxiv

yfdﬁf in Bulldmg andwas finithed in Darius
his relgn

-\é; .
g 1A
1970 N theRexgn of [¥otnsz and Cy/c’ﬂ/idf/"d,,,?

ONIAS bul t aIewﬂh Tﬁz/zy// 1n Eoey/vz‘m,,
the place Called Bubaftifs,and Called afterhis,

>
MMMDCCCe XLII.

*
MMMDCCCCXL V.

AnnoMundi.

‘Xﬂ l\-] f)‘l’llp
T o

&
‘{\fj L omer of a5 z‘/"dz‘mz( alia (;zﬁ@
built by HEROD in Fa/s/tingand many other Cu

rious works of M arble, As the Lemple of Crfar A~
gmppa to hisM cmory,in the Coutry call edZﬂzﬂ/ﬂm

near to aplace called Bonion.

’\v. =
that was finifhed in DARI US his reign and appo-
ted one Ihoufand Carriages to draw {]con,to v place;

And chofe out Ten Thoufand Cunning and expert
workmen, to hew, and mould Sone; And Onee

Floufandhe chofe out and Cloathed, and made
themM afters andRuler,ﬂo{: the Work', And <

built




(XIV))

svnecccavn] built a IN ev):/r_.rcmple on the Foundation which
‘ SOLOMON had {aid, not inferior to $firfte
And was finithed Nine years before the birth
I’GMMDCCCCLVI. O{: our SAV]. OR. °

",. TER the birth of oumyd mbar,
A zzrzzmce‘zw beingKing oD ritain ) C/sz?lw;

the Em peror came over with an Army;and fear-

-ing to be overthrow made aLeag;ue with him;
and gave him his Daughter i marriage;and -
that he {hould hold his Kingdom of Romans,and
{o theEmperor the returned.] N the Year XLIII.
Amnochrttisanl afterthe birth of CHRI ST, Mﬁéﬂf came

into Eng]andj and built a goodly Moz gj’?r‘y near j

unto CI la{renbury,with many CASTLE S
and T OWERS ; |

A

\\((%EH IS fumptious Artof GEOME
TRYJ 1t being proteft byEmperors,Kings,;@
opcs,Cardinals sud Brces tiniiinatis ,whozo
have all of them leftus the PermanientMonu:
-ments of itin their leveral p]aces of their-
Anno Chrifti CXVIL Dominion S;N or will ¢his I prcfume be deny:
-ed,when well conﬁdered,that Renowned Ex=
:ample tthRAJAN C OLLUM,

it being one of the moft fuperb Remainders
| of the Romans Mlagnificence,to be now feen

ﬂ and ins,-

S— N - it st
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k

tandm And which has more ImmortalhzecL

| the Emperor‘TRA]AN than a lthePEN)S
* of Hiftorians.itwas Erccted to him by the Senats

and People o Rome: In memory of tholeGreat o
W (erviceshe had rendred the Country,and to the

| end, the memory of it might remain to all (ucceed

B

-Ing Agcs;and continue {o Iong as the veryEmpire

1t [elfe.

Anno Chifti .

LA 1n Salnt A LB.A.N ES time,
the ng ofE?Zg‘/afzd that was a I)a, 47?/Dld wall v
Town that was caﬂed‘/ﬁ?”lé/%?fl) ‘And SamtAL
BAN was aworthyKnlght and S’ceward of the

b o

I\mgsﬂoufholci -and had got the Government of §

Rea ,and alfo the Town wa 1s, andLovedM J LS
well and ¢herithed them much ,and he made their 49
Pay Right good,{tanding as the Realm then did %
forhe gave them two Shl ings per Week and three
| pence to thew Chear‘HFor kcfore that time througl'l

a“ tthand aMAS ON had but aBnn a e].ay
'and his meat, untill SamtALBAN mended it

i Vf‘ 0
R
\5/& !
& /\

D 1 gotthem a CHARTER of ¥

Km JEor to hold aCounceﬂYearl .and gave it the |
iName of an A{Tem]ol ;and was thereat himfelfe, |
' and hel ed to makeMAS ON, and gave t]’lem !

éhar‘g‘es as yea ﬂ'lan kave a&erwards
*- It

L




(XVL)

L 4 T happe ned prelently after theMartyrdS
j Albaﬂ,who 1s truly termedEnglan&’sﬁoto'
]’Martyr)- that a Certain King lnvaded thel and
and deftroyed moft of the Natives by bire and o
{.word NTha’c the S C I ENCES OFMLd/anfzy,,o

was much decayed,undll the Reign of
AnmnoDomini DXCVL ?» H ELBERT King of K ont, 9
Gre gry the Egﬁ SurnamedMa,gnus Jentinto_
the Iﬂe of Brzfaz}w 4_/_’407% with other Learned &
Mn ,to Preach the Chriftian Faith Jfor thisNati

as yet, had not fully received it.this faidEz%f/émf,‘,

| P-ter,and SfPaul sand is fuppofed to have built,or.
reftored the Church of St Puuls in London:he@
| alfo built the Church of St.A.ndreWS in Rochefler

7@1 BERT King oftheEapc Saxons
by perfwaﬁ ons of AT HELBEKF King

AnnoDomini. of Kent Jhaving received the Chiﬂian faith 5bﬁkilt
DCSK(XX.E ¢theMon altry at Welminfter ,to the Honour of

God,and St Reer.

| S&YICEBERT King of the Eaft 0
D CCQI(F’_‘X CV Angl es be gan to Erec‘c the Univerﬁty of Cya}'}z:
| by 'dfg*f.

A’(‘hel eltane .o




(XVIT)

s e

TH ELSTAN E began h1sRelgn
he was aMan beloved of all Men, he had geat de-

votion towards the Chur‘ches, as appeared in the

Bu11d1ng, adorning and Endowing of Monafte-
| rys. He built one athton in theDiocefs of Sahs:
]oury ; anotheratMmhelney in O omerfetlhire:befides

z t}lcfc there were few famousMonaﬁenes in tl'us&

| Realm but that he adorned the{ame ia<:1thc:r with

| fome new piece of Buddmg Icwens4,or Pt tions
ek ands he geatlyEnrched, the Church ofYork.

T "“lj DWYN Brther toKingAtbeﬁane
Lovea AS ON S much more than hisBmz%/r ;

did, and was a great Bactizer of G JLUME—IRT,
and drew himfelfe to G and talk with se.

MAS ONS, toLearn the CRAFT ,and af-
terward for the Lovc that he had toMAS ON S
and to the CRATT He was made a M(cfan,,o
AnnoDaminivecrmand got of his Drother a C HARTER,and <O
[L onmillion ,to hold an Aflembly;where they <o

would thhm theRealm once aYear toscorred

within themf{elves faults and trefpafscs that <o~
were done within thc C RAF T, and heheld an.
A{Tembly him-(elfe at YORK ;and there madea
MASONS and gave them Cl’larges and taught
the manmer; and Comman&ed thatRule to be ke t
for ever after; and gave them theCHARTER
l and




(xvi)

L e T A M A e S SR T

l \ ., ND C OMMIS SI ON to lceep; r
' and made an Ord'm ance that it Thould be renew

-ed from King to King AND when the A‘fh’ﬂl@v
j was gathered together ,he made a CRY_, that all |
; OldMAS ONS, and young, thathad any wri

 -ting or underﬁanc].ing of the Charges, and manners.

that were made before in the Land,or in any od’ler;fr
they fhould bring and [hew them AN D it was Ppro-

ved there were found {ome in E"ench Jome in <o

Greek, {fome in Engli{h,and[ ome 1n otherLan‘::.
| guages; and tl’ley were all to one Intent and purz

E?ZPOfe',a,nd he made aBook thereof how theCraft
| ~vas founded;and he him{elfe commanded, that it 5
' thould be read or told, when any MASON fhoud

' be made,and for to give him his Charges,-Andfrb‘ *
* that Da}’ untill tllis time,manners ofMAS O‘TS
have bccn kept in that form,as well as men 3o |
might govern it.

it
B

=
z ‘ u RTHERM ORE at divers Q)
gj Q’@'g { emblys certain Chargcs have been made.

tnil b dsmea by the belt advice of Mﬁf?‘wand
|FELLOWS,

. | M /Jj\vVERY Man that 1S aMafon,takew
right”\good heed ta'thele Ch arges.And if any man
find himfelchuilty in any of thele Charges,he ought‘ﬁ

fo |

TP —. |

PREPPNEER Bops



(XTX)

| KMZ\‘WO Amend,and pray to GOD, for his grace;,
efpcially you that are to be Charged-Take good 4
heed that yea may keep this C harge right We”;for

| 1itis a geat perrin for aMan to forfwear‘ himfelf@p

| upon a Book.

~LHE FIRST CHARGE IS«

THIS,That veabe true Men to God,and§

HOLY CHURCH.

¥ ECOND, THATyea [ no
HERESY ? Wﬂﬁll ;0T run 1nto Innovations ,but

Y H IRD;That yea be not difloyall nor

Conederates in treafonable plofis;But if yeahear of
any treacl’lery againﬁ fhc Governmcnt,yca oug;ht to

difcover it,if yea cannot otherwife prevent it.

‘gf"s ;rrhat yea be true to one o

a}no'th,( that 1s to fay) to EveryMAS ON of the
C?”Lajg of MAS ON RY ‘fha.tbcjv.[ALs1 ON &S' <
allowed,yea {hall do to fhcm, as yeawould th
ﬂ’lould doe unto you.

€Y =2

20N A

103 TH, that yeakeep all the Councell of |
Fellows truly, be it in Lodge or in Chamber ,
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Anigoe Jones TWlanuscript,

HE Inigo Jones Manuscript of the Old Constitutions is a remarkably
handsome one. It is in book-form, sumptuously bound in red
morocco, tooled inside and out, and measuring 15in. by 9%in. The
paper is half an inch less each way. The first leaf is pasted down
on the marbled end sheet, then we have a blank sheet, following
this the frontispiece, the title, 25 pages of the manuscript proper
each written on one side of the leaf only, and finally 20 blank
leaves, the last of which is again pasted down on the marbled end
sheet. At some time or other two blank pages have been cut out.

The last page, backed by the marbled end-sheet, shows two rows of needle holes, as though
a ribbon some eleven inches long by two and a half inches wide had been stitched to
the page. This has evidently been done after binding, as the holes go right through
the marbled paper. Bro. Rylands, in pointing out this peculiarity, presumes the ribbon
carried a seal, “a similar arrangement to that found in some of the Regulations of the
Order of the Garter. This added to the careful manner in which the text is written,
to say nothing of the handsome scarlet binding, would seem to point out that it was
prepared under authority for some special purpose: it might be for some distinguished
Lodge, or some royal or noble person.” As regards the beauty of the writing, the
accompanying facsimile will leave no doubt in the mind of any brother.

Furthermore, this manuscript is remarkable as having given rise to more discussion
respecting its authenticity and age, than any other of the numerous versions known to us.

It will be noticed that the manuscript is dated 1607 on the title page, and the
frontispiece is inscribed ““Inigo Jones Delin. MDCVIL” Bro. Woodford reproduced the
text in the Masonic Magazine for July, 1881, and remarks, “It is, we apprehend, pretty
certain that it did belong to Inigo Jones. It is of date 1607.” This at once raised two
questions, or rather three: did it belong to Inigo Jones? did he draw the frontispiece ?
is the given date correct ? to all of which a consensus of opinion seems to answer
in the negative. Inigc Jones was born in 1573, was sent to study in Italy, and returned
to England in 1605, from which time to his death at the age of 80, in 1653, he was
the associate of the noblest and best in this country. Were the book therefore the
work of his hands, the date would be & fitting one, and it might be suggested that he
had prepared the book for some one of his noble or princely ‘patrons. But there is a




ii. The Inigo Jones Manuscript.

great deal to be urged against this view of the matter. A reference to the frontispiece
will show that, although the figures are well and boldly drawn, the perspective of the
stones, the pedestal, and the fallen fragment of a fluted columm, is so wretchedly bad
that it is impossible to believe it the production of so skilled an artist and architect as
Inigo Jones. The writing also is scarcely of so early a period; Mr. F. C. Price, who
has prepared the facsimile for us, is distinctly of opinion that 1760 would be a more
approximate date. These are the arguments which strike everyone at the first glance,
but the text itself is also capable of furnishing a clue, and on this subject much has
been written. It is impossible in this place to reproduce all the arguments pro and con,
the reader must be referred to the articles by Dr. Begemann in the Freemason, July
9th and 16th, 1887, to the letter by Bro. W. H. Rylands in the Freemasons’ Chronicle,
November 5th of the same year, to Dr. Begemann’s contribution to our Tramsactions,
Vol. I, pp. 152-161, and to the remarks of Bro. W. J. Hughan in his lately published
“0ld Charges of British Freemasons,” pp. 132-137.

Omitting in this place minor points (which would lead us too far, but none of
which can be safely left out of consideration in forming a final judgment), there are two
distinctive features in this manuscript.

The principal one is the introduction of the two letters which passed beeween
Solomon and Hiram of Tyre, and which are only found in the members of the Spencer
family, viz., the Spencer, Dodd, Cole, and Jones MSS. The wording of these is identical
with that of Josephus, as given in the translations by Dr. Thomas Lodge, 1602, 1609,
1620, 1632, 1640, 1655, 1670. But they contain a peculiar error, the word “ Sidonians ”
has been rendered ‘Macedonians.” Begemann discovered that this same error occurs
in Lodge’s edition of 1670, whence he argued that the date of the MS. could not be
earlier. But Rylands pointed out that although the 1640 edition gave the correct word
¢ Sidonians,” the subsequent one of 1655, (of whose existence Bro. Begemann was at the
time unaware) was also wrong in this word, and that consequently the date might be
put back to 1655. He even argues that inasmuch as an editor corrected (?) Sidonians
to Macedonians in 1655, a transcriber from the edition even of 1602 might have done
the same thing, which is of course possible but hardly likely.

The other point is that the Inigo Jones Manuscript gives the name of the architect
of the Temple as Hiram Abiff, a name only found in other MSS. which admittedly date
subsequent to 1722. Dr. Begemann thinks this was done to bolster up the third degree
which had only been invented in 1724, previous to which the name of Hiram Abiff was
unknown to Masonic lore. But here he assumes two premises which many of us are
not prepared to admit, for the name might easily have been known before the degree
came into use, and the degree in a less developed form, some of us think, is much more
ancient than 1724, or even 1717. It will therefore he seen that the quarrel is a very
pretty quarrel as it stands,” and that all we can at present affirm, with any probability
of being safe, is that the present manuscript cannot date before 1655, though the greater
part of it may have been, and probably was, copied from a much older document. Bro.
Begemann’s dictum that the MS. is an impudent forgery of a date subsequent to 1726,
appears somewhat too strong. But even if we assume the earlier date of 1655, it is
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evident that the document could never have belonged to Inigo Jones, who died two years
before that, and still less could it be in his handwriting. Bro. Rylands has suggested
that the transcriber of the manuscript may have had before him a plate by Inigo Jones,
and have thought it an appropriate adornment of the book he was preparing with such
care, and that he copied it, which, if he were a better scribe than draftsman, might
account for the bad perspective. ~Whether the original plate was signed or not, the
copyist would add the name of the designer, and would naturally also add the words
“delin.,” whereas, if signed by Jones himself, we should expect to read *fecit.” This is,
of course, quite possible. He would also add the date of the volume or series of
sketches from which he had copied the plate, and the whole may have been an after-
thought. T am myself inclined to think so for the following reason. A glance at the
title will show that the date 1607 is squeezed in, that there is not so much space between
it and the line above as between all the other lines. And an inspection of the original
reveals what could not have been shown on the facsimile without considerable additional
expense, viz., that the ink of the date is of a different colour to the rest of the design.
My suggestion is therefore that having prefaced his book, which was already completed,
with a copy of a drawing by Inigo Jones, the transcriber added the date on the title to
agree with the date of the drawing, finding that there was just room to do it. The
picture was evidently done with a brush, and I even fancy that the date on the title
was done with a brush, although the rest was written with a very finely pointed pen.

The manuscript was sold by Messrs. Puttick and Simpson, London, 12th November,
1879, fell into the hands of Messrs. Pickering and Co., formerly in Piccadilly, now of the
Haymarket, and was purchased from them by our late brother, Rev. A. F. A. Woodford.
At his death it was once more sold by auction, this time to Bro. George Kenning, from
whom it was purchased by Bro. George Taylor, of Kidderminster, and by him made over
to the Worcester Masonic Library, in whose custody it now remains.

The Inigo Jones Manuscript falls into the Spencer Family of these documents, and
has only once been previously published in full, by Bro. Woodford in the Masonic Mugazine
for July, 1881. Bro. Hughan describes it in his “Old Charges” second edition, and
gives a photographic reduced facsimile of page ix. Ours is the first complete or full-

sized facsimile.
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@The Wood HWlanuscript.

HIS is another sumptuous manuscript of the *“Old Constitutions” in
book form. It comsists of eight strips of vellum, folded in folio, so
as to give 16 leaves or 32 pages. Each page measures 9 inches by
62 inches, and is surrounded by two red lines about an inch apart.
Page 1 is the ftitle, page 2 is blank, then follows the text of the
manuseript proper from page 3 to 18 inclusive, pages 19 to 28

contain the index, and pages 29 to 32 are blank, the lower half

of the last leaf having been cut off. It is handsomely bound in red
morocco with bevelled edges.

It belonged to a Mr. Wood (hence its title), who had been its possessor for some
twenty years, but it was previously owned by a family who could trace it for many years
back. Mr. Wood parted with it to our lamented Bro. A. F. A. Woodford, at whose
death it was sold, by public auction, to Bro. G. Kenning, from whom it was purchased
by Bro. George Taylor, of Kidderminster, who surrendered it to the Worcester Masonic
Library.

As will be gathered from the facsimile, it has been prepared with great care, and
the date of 1610 which is found on the title has never been called in question. But
the whole form of the document is calculated to raise a doubt as to its intended
purpose. The presence of a title page, although not unknown to these documents, is very
unusual, and would suggest that it was prepared for antiquarian purposes, not for use
in a Lodge, in which case moreover the document would probably have taken roll form.
The index is an absolutely unique feature, and would strengthen this supposition. But
the words at the foot of the title, “ Newlye Translated by J. Whytestones for John
Sargensonne,” have caused it to be suggeted to me that the purpose of the manuscript
was to serve as copy for a printer, and that Sargensonne was the intended publisher.
I do not think however that this hypothesis can be sustained. If such had been the
purpose of the document, surely the writer would have employed paper, as being much
less costly than vellum. And although he might have rubricated oune or two pages to show
how the work was to be carried out, he would not have troubled to do so throughout the
32 pages. Moreover, the index, which at first sight favoured the suggestion, on closer
inspection tends the other way, for if intended to be set up in type, the numbers of the
pages would not have been filled in until the proof was before the reader. If intended
for publication at all, it must have been proposed to produce it by engraved plates, in
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At ) The Wood Manuscript.

which case the reproduction might have been made line for line and page for page.
But 1610 would have been a very early date for such a costly mode of publication,
and it is difficult to imagine where a sufficient number of purchasers would have come
from to justify the expense. And even then, paper would have been a more fitting
medium than fine vellum. So I think the suggestion must be rejected, and we are
reduced to the conclusion that John Sargensonne was a collector, an antiguary, of whom
however, I have been able to learn nothing. ¢ Translated ” of course, only means
“ copied.”

The Wood Manuscript of the Old Charges follows on the whole the text of the
‘Grand Lodge Family; but, as it has peculiarities of its own which preclude its being

placed in any distinct branch of this numerous family, it is ranged under the * Sundry
Forms.”

It was printed by the late Bro. Woodford in the Masonic Magazine for June
1881; and in his Old Charges, 2nd edition, Bro. Hughan has given a reduced photo-
graph of one page. No portion of it has hitherto been given in full size facsimile.
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THE LECHMERE MANUSCRIPT.

INTRODUCTION : TRANSCRIPT.
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HIS manuscript, although written on strips of parchment can hardly
be called a roll, for the three strips of which it consists are all sown
together at one end and do not appear to have ever been arranged
to form a continuous scroll. The first strip measures 10 inches in
length by 7% inches in width, and is incomplete at the upper end, (where
it is cut in three steps), thus depriving us of all that portion which
usually precedes the Nimrod Charges, and it ends with the Euclid
Charges. The second strip is slightly damaged by damp at the top,
is of the same width and 17} inches long, and begins in the middle
of the Charles Martel legend, so that a large hiatus occurs between the two strips. The
third continues the second without break, but is of a most curious shape, as the piece of
parchment is roughly triangular, beginning with a width of 141 inches, and two inches
from the top it commences to narrow, untill it is finally only 4 inches wide, the total length

being 7 inches.

The writing is by no means a beautiful specimen, and is very faded in parts,
rendering it almost illegible, while, as will be seen by the facsimile, some of the corrections
and interpolations are by another hand. The date is supposed to be the latter half of
the 17th century.

The manuscript was purchased in London, in its present imperfect state, by the late
Sir Edmund A. H. Lechmere, Bart., Grand Master of the Province of Worcester, and by
him presented to the Worcester Masonic Library, in whose custody it remains.

It belongs to the Sloane Family of these documents, but, owing to certain
peculiarities can hardly be included in either of the three branches into which this
family is divided; Bro. Begemann has therefore placed it under  Sundry Forms.”

The text of the manuscript has been once reproduced, in the Masonic Monthly for
December 1882. No portion of it has ever been published in facsimile.




@he Lechmere Wlaonuscript.

e ik payments . . . . . .[h]aue worship for sending them vnto
him, & other [Cha]rges hee gaue them; & this was y° first time yt any mason had any
Charge of his Craft, Moreouer when Abraham & Sarah his wife, went into Hgipt theire
were taught ye seven Liberall Sciences vnto ye Egiptians & hee had a worthy scholar
called Euachild & hee Learned right well, & was m® of all y° seven Sciences, & in his
daies it befell yt ye lords & states of ye Realme: had soe many soones w°® they had
begot somes by theires wifes & some by ye Ladies of ye Realme, for yt Land is A Holy
Land & aplenyshed generation & they had noe Liueings competent for theire Children,
wherefore they made much sorrow, & ye king of yt land made a great Councell & a
parl'mt, to know how they myght find theire Children, & they Could find noe good
wayes & he Caused a COry to be made through out ye Realme, if theire weare any man
yt could informe him yt hee should Come vnto him, & hee should be well rewarded
& hould himselfe well paid, After this Cry was made came this worthy Clarke Euchild,
& said voto ye king & all his great lords, if you will take mee, youre Children to
gouerne & teach them honestly as gentlemen should bee: Vnder Conditon yt you will
graunt them & mee A Comision, yb I may haue power to rule them honestly as yt
science ought to bee Ruled & ye king & his Councill granted them a none & seald
yt Comission & then yt worthy Doctor tooke to him ye Lords soons and taught them
this science of geometrie in practise to worck misteries, all maner of worthy worcks yt
belonged to building Castles, all maner of Courts temples & Churches wth all other
buildings, & he gaue them a Chargeion this maner, first yt they should be true to ye
king & ye lord they served & yt they should loue one another & be true one to another,
& yt they should call one another fellows & mnot servant nor his knaue nor any other
foule names & yt they should truly serue theire payment to ye lord yt they serue, &
yt they should ordaine ye wisest of them to bee M of ye lord worck, & neither for
loue nor great Riches nor Liueing to set another yt hath Little Cuning to bee M® of
ye lords worck whereby hee should be Evill served & they ashamed, & yt they should
Call y¢ gouerner of ye worck m’, of y® worck whilst they worck wt him, & many other
Charges W weare to loung to tell, & to all theise Charges hee made them sweare
y® greatest oath men Vsed to sweare at yt time & ordained for them Resonable
payment yt they myght line by it honestly & alsoe they should Come and Assemble
theire other yt they myght-haue Councill in theire Crafts.

[ca]me into ffrance & . . . . . . Craft of [ma]sonrie vnto ye
man of france, yt was named Charles Martill, hee loued well his Craft & drew to him
this naymus greecus abouesaide & learned of him ye Craft & tooke ye Charges &




The Lechmere Manuscript. iii.

maners vpon him, & afterwards by ye grace of god was Elected to be king of ffrance,
& when hee was in his Estate hee tooke to him many masons & made masons theire
yt was none & set them to worck & gaue both Charges & maners & good payment hee
had, and for ye masons hee confirmed them a Charter from yeare to yeare to hould
theire Assembly and thus Came ye science vnto ffrance, And England all this season
stood void wntill St Albon Came into England and in his time ye king of England
builded y¢ town wet is now Called saint Albans and soe in Albans time a worthy
knight was steward to ye king & had ye gouernance of ye Realme, & also makeing
ye towne walles he loued well masons & Cherished them & hee made theire payment
Ryght good, standing wages, as ye Realme did Require for hee gaue them 3%-69 a
weecke to theire dowble wages before yt time throw all ye land a mason tooke but a
peny day, & next to yt time yb St Albaines amended it & gat them a Charter of ye
Kinge & his Councill & gaue it ye name of Assembly & there at hee was himselfe
& made masons & gaue them Charges as you shall heare afterwards right soone after
ye death of Ste Albaines theire came great wars into England through divers Comotions
soe yt good Rule of masonry was destroyed, vntill ye time of kinge Athelstone yt was
a worthy kinge in England, and he brought ye land vnto Rest & peace againe & hee
builded many good worcks and Abbeyes and Castles and many other divers buildings
& he loued masons very well & hee had a soun yt was named hedwe [P or Ledwe]
and hee loned masons much more then his father for ke was full practise in geometrie
wherefore he drew himselfe to Comune w't masons & to learne of them theire Craft
& afterwards for loue hee had to masons and to ye Crafte he was made mason himselfe
& hee got of his father ye kinge a Charter & a Comission to hould Euery yeare
Assembly, where they would w'in ye Realme & to Corect wthin themselnes statutes
& trespasses if it were done wiin ye Craft & he held himselfe assembly at yorck
& theire hee made masons & gaue them charges & taught to them ye maners of masons
& commanded yt Rule to be houlden ever after, & to them tooke ye Charter &
Comission to keepe & ordinances yt it should bee Ruled from kinge to kinge, when
this Assembly was gathered to gether hee made a Cry yt all masons both ould &

young yt had any writings or vnderstandinge of ye Charges yt were made before in

this Land, or in any other land yt they should shew themforth and theire was some
in french some in greecke some in English & some in other languages & ye intent
theireof was fond & hee Comanded a boocke to be made & how ye Craft was first
made & found, & Comanded yt it should be read & tould when any mason should be
made & to giue him his Charges: & from yt vntill this time masons have beene kept
in yt sort & order as well as men myght governe it, and furthermore at divers
Assemblyes hath beene put to & added certaine Charges more & more by ye best
Advice of m™ & ffellowes

Here followeth the worthy & godly oeath of masons

Tunck vnus ex senioribus tennit Librum et illi vell ille ponent vel ponet manum
super librum et tunc precepta debent Legi, emery man yt is mason take heede well of
this Charge if you finde yourselfe guilty of any of theise yt you may amend you againe,
& especialy you yt are to be Charged take good heed yt you may kepe this Charge,
for it is a great p'ill for a man 7 to forsweare himselfe vpon a Boocke; ye first
Charge is yt you shalbe true man to god & ye holy Church & yt you vse noe Error
nor heresie by your vnderstanding or by teaching of 2 discreet men, Alsoe you shalbe
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true Leige men to ye kinge wttout 8 falshood, And yt you shall know noe treson but
yt you amend it if you may or Else warne ye kinge or his Councell thereof 4 Alsoe
you shalbe true ome to another yt is to say euery M* & fellow of ye Craft of masonry
yt be masons allowed yt you doe to them as you would § they should doe to you,
And alsoe yt eu’y mason keepe true Councell of Lodge & Chamb* & all other Councells
yt ought to be kept by ye way 6 of masonry, And alsoe yt noe mason shalbee cheiffe
neither in Company as farforth as hee may know, And alsoe yt you shalbee true to
ye lord 7 & M* you serue & truly to see for his p’fit & advantage, And alsoe yt you
doe noe villany in ye house whereby ye Craft may be slandered 8 theise be Charges
in generall yt en’y mason should hould both m™ & fellowes, now I will Rehearse other
Charges in particular both for m™ & fellowes first yt noe master shall take vpon him
any Lords worke nor other worck but yt hee know himselfe able & Cuning to p’forme
ye same soe yt ye Craft hane noe disworship but yt ye lord may be well served &
truly, 2 & Also yt noe m* take any worcke but yt he take it Resonably soe yt ye lord
‘may be truly served wt" his owne good & ye mr to liue honestly & pay his fellowes
truly theire pay as ye maner of ye Craft doth reqiure, 3 And alsoe yt noe m" nor
fellow shall suplant others of theire worck yt is to say, if they haue taken a worcke
or stand m® of a lords worck you shall not put him out if he be able of Cuning to
end ye worck, 4 Alsoe yt m* nor fellow take noe aprentice to be allowed his prentice
but for 7 years & yt ye aprentice be able of birth & life as he ought to be, 5 And
alsoe yt noe m® nor fellow take noe allowance to be made mason wout consent of
his fellows at ye least 5 or 6 & yt he yt shalbe made mason be able our all Lyers
yt is to say yt he be free borne & of a good kindred & noe bound man & yt he
haue his right limbs as a man ought to haue, 6 And alsoe yt noe m’ put Lords
to taske yt is vsed to goe Iourney, 7 And also yt eutie mason shall giue noe pay
to his fellows but as he may deserne soe yt he be not deceived by false worckmen,
8 And also yt no fellow slander another falsly behind his backe to make him loose
his good mame or his wordly goods, 9 And also yt no fellow answere one another
vngodly in a lodg or w'out wtout resonable cause, 10 and also yt eu’ie mason
should p'fer his eldr & put him to worship, 11 And also yt no mason play at
Hazards nor other play wherby they may be slandered, 12 And also yt no mason
shalbe a Comon Ribbald in Lecherie to make ye . raft to be slandered, 13
And yt no fellow goe into ye towne by mnyght there as is a lodge of fellows
wihout a fellow yt may beare him witnes yt he was in honest Copany, 14 And also
yt eutie m' & fellow come to ye assébly if it be w'in 50 miles about him & if he
haue any wafing & to stand at Reward of m* & fellows, 15 And also yt eun’ie m®
and fellow if they haue trespassed shall stand at award of m’' and fellows to make
them accord if they may & if they may not acords them to goe to cofon law, 16 and
also yt mo mason make mould square nor rule to any rough Lyers 17 and also yt
no mason set no Layes wttin a Lodge or wtout to haue mould stones w' no moulds
of his owne making, 18 and also yt euery mason shall cherish a stranger when they
come ou’ ye countrie & set them at worck as ye man® is or Else to Relife them w
some money to bring them to ye next lodge 19 And also yee shall & eurie mason
shall serue truly ye worck & make an End of your worck be it taske or Iourney
theise Charge wed I haue rehearsed & all other yt belongs to masons you shall keepe,
soe helpe you god & by this Booke to youre power







