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Quatuor Coronati Lodge of A.F. & A.M., London,

No. 2076.

VOLUME XXVIIL

FRIDAY, 2nd JANUARY, 1914.

HE Lodge met at Freemasons’ ITall, at 5 p.m. Vresent :—Bros. Edward Armitage,
P.Dep.G.D.C.,, W.M.; E. II. Dring, L.P.M.; W. Wonnacott, J.W.; W. John
Songhurst, P.A.G.D.C., Secretary; F. W. Levander, J.D.; Fred. J. W. Crowe,
1.G.0., .M. ; Dr. Wm. Wynn Westcott, P.G.D,, P.M. ; and J. P, Simpson, P.A.C.R,,
P.M.

|
s 3 . .

-~J Also the following members of the Correspondence Circle:—Bros, Fred H.

Postans, J. Smith, William Tloward-Flanders, S. J. Fenton, F. W. Le Tall,
F. Postans, Godfrey E. P. Hertslet, C. F. J. Galloway, H. Coote Lake, John Palmer, Edward Tappenden,
S. V. Williams, Alfred S. Gedge, A. J. Prewer, Herbert Burrows, Col. D. Warliker, T. F. Isherwood,
Wm. A. Tharp, G. Trevelyan Lee, Fred. Armitage, G. Vogeler, H. Iyde, Osborne Pearston, Iercy C.
Webbh, A. V. Davis, Emil Schreier, A. G. Boswell, Col. C. IT. L. Baskerville, G.8.B., Hugh Cnmberland,
F. Shipton, Mustapha Ben Yusuph, Edward F. Jones, Rupert E. Everitt, W. Kuowles, D. Bock, Sydney
Meymott, Harry Merecer, II. ¢, Warren, F. W. Mitchell, J. F. H. Gilbard, J. Powell, J. G. Parker,
W. B. Briscomb, R. E. Landesmann, H. Newman Godward, G. Fullbrook, and Dr. 8, Walshe Owen,

Also the following Visitors:—Bros. J. Stuart Brooke, P.G.D.; Robt. A. Matthews, Lodge of
Freedom No. 77 ; Dr. George Brown, St. Andrew’s Lodge No. 1046; James Scott, J.W. St. George’s
Lodge No. 370; J. McDonald, Gunnersbury Lodge No. 3268 ; A. G.Macey, P.M. The Dart Lodge No.
2641; Percy Allen, P.M. St. John the Baptist Lodge No. 475 ; H.Porter Cox, Electric Lodge No. 2087 ;
A. Strange, J.D. St. John the Baptist Lodge No. 475; L. A. Newman, Rhodesia Lodge No. 2479;
B. Hughes, Guild of Freemen Lodge No. 35253; J. A. Kenningham, 8.D. Royal Albert Hall Lodge
No.2986; A.J. Lamley, Kent Lodge No. 15; A. H. Irocter, P.M. Kensington Lodge No. 1767; P. I
Mumford, Undine Lodge No. 3394; H. B. Barlow, M. Neptune Lodge No. 22; A. Moresby White,
1.)M. Si. Thomas Lodge No. 142; and W, Maurice, Warrant Officers Lodge No. 2346.

Letters of apology for non-atrendance were received from Bros. G. Greiner, P.A.G.D.C,, P.M.;
J. P. Rylands; Dr. W. J. Chetwode Crawley, G.Treas, Ireland; Edward Machean, PM.; W. B,
extall; Admiral Sir A. H. Markbam, K.C.B., P.Dis.G.M., Malta, I".M.; Hamon le Strange, Pr.G.M.,
Norfolk, P.M.; A. Cecil Powell; H. F. Berry; E. Conder, L.R., P.M.; Canon J. W. Horsley, P.G.Ch,,
1AL ; R.F. Gounld, P.G.W,, P.M.; F. I. Goldney, P.G.D., P.M.; L. A, de Malczovich; John T. Thorp,
P.A.G.D.C., P.M.; and William Watson.

One Lodge and forty-nine Brethren were admitted to membership of the Correspondence

Circle.

The Report of the Audit Committee, as follows, was received, adopted, and ordered to be

entered upon the Minutes.
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PERMANENT AND AUDIT COMMITTEE.
The Committee met at the Offices, No. 52, Great Queen Street, on Monday. the 29th December,
1913.

Present :—Bro. Edward Armitage, in the Chair, with Bros. E. H. Dring, W, Wonnacott, W. J.

Songhurst, Secretary, and Alfred S. Gedge, Auditor.

The Secretary produced his Books and the Treasurer’s Accounts and Vounchers, which had been

examined by the Auditor, and certified as being correct,

The Committee agreed upon the following

REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1913.

BRETHREN,

It is with deep regret that we record the death, on 17th April last, of Bro. EDWARD LOVELL
HAWRINS, who was first admitted a member of the Lodge in April, 1886. He resigned a few months
later, and re-joined after his removal to St. Leonard’s-on-Sea, in 1906. e held the office of Senior
Warden at the time of his death ; and the membership of the Lodge is reduced to 33.

In our Correspondence Circle we show a loss of 48. We have added 251 names to our list, but,
on the other hand, 299 have been removed—52 by death, 119 by resignation, and 128 for non-payment
of dues. The total now stands at 3,279.

We desire to express grateful thanks to our Local Secretaries for much good work performed in
their respective districts; and we regret that Bros. R. H. Mackenzie (Egypt), H. E. Wilkins (Burma),
F. E. Briers (Rhodesia), and R. Sladden (Charters Towers), have fonnd themselves obliged to resign
their positions. In Sussex we have lost a very efficient worker by the death of Bro. B. L. Hawkins.
The following new appointments have been made. For Indiana, Bro. C. Mayer; for East Lancashire,
Bro. R. H. Baxter; for Matabeleland, Bro. E. A. Uttley; for Mashonaland, Bro. S. R. Garrard; for
Worcestershire, Bro. W. 8. Devey; for Egypt, Bro. H. K. Baynes; and for Wanganni, N.Z., Bro. Peter
Lewis,

The Accounts for the year, which are herewith presented, show a very marked improvement,
which is mainly due to the fact that subseriptions have been paid more promptly. A large amount
(about £540) is however still outstanding, and we would again very strongly urge all members to send
the amounts due from them at an early date,

The first volume of the series of Reprints containing the early Minutes of the Grand Lodges of
England, was issued in July, and copies may still be obtained at 21/- each. It is hoped that a second
volume will be issued dnring the ensuing year. The accounts include a large sum paid on account of

the initial expenses of the series.

The Lodge has also undertaken the publication of an English edition of the important work
by Bro. Dr. Begemann, of Berlin, entitled The Early History and Beginnings of Freemasonry in
England. The task of translation has been very kindly undertaken by Bro. Lionel Vibert, who will
incorporate much additional information on the same subject contributed by Bro. Begemann to the
German Masonic periodicale, which hitherto has not been available for English readers.

It has also been decided to publish a complete Index to the first twenty-five volumes of our
Transactions, and the work has been entrusted to the hands of a Brother who has had considerable
experience in such matters, The preparation of ihis volume will necessarily take a considerable

amount of time, but we feel sure that it will prove of great value to all Maconic Students.
It is hoped that all members will give their cordial and practical support to the Lodge in
carrying to success these important undertakings.
For the Committee,
E. ARMITAGE,

in the Chair.
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BALANCE SHEET,

Liabilities

£ s d. £ s d

To Life Mewmbers’ Fund (202
Members) . 1309 8 6

,» Subscriptions, etc., 1eccned in
advance 138 16 3

» Correspondence Circle, 1913
Balance in hand 600 0 O
» Summer OQuting balauce 25 14 6
»  Sundry Creditors 10 4 0

,. Sundry Creditors re Pubh(,a-
tions 45 14 0

,» Lrofit and Loss Suspense

Account, being outstanding

Subscriptions as per contra,
subject to realization 54l 5 3

,,» Lodge Account—

Receipts .. .. 37 0 O

Less Payments ... 30 0 0

7 0 0

Add credit Balance,

1912 80 18 8
- 87 18 8
» Balance Forward, Profit T 01
72

£2766

PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT for

D,
£ s do £ s dl

To Salaries 375 0 0O
,. Reung . 114 0 0
, Lighting and Firing 18 15 0
,» Stationery 46 7 1
,» Postages ... 242 12 4
» Oftice Cleaning ... 23 011
,, lnsurance 10 8 0
,, Renewals and Repairs 7 15 0
,, Carriage and Sundries 26 19 3
,, Telephone, etc. ... 9 1 0
,, Local Secretaries’

Expenses . 5 14 10
,» Depreciation on }.<ur-

nitare at 10% on

cost ... . 18 0 O
., Library Accouus 89 0 10

956 15 ©
5 02, Great Queen St.,

Repairs, Suspense Accouut, 20 0 0
,, Balance Carried Forward 98 6 2
L1066 1 2
£ s d

To Balance brought forward from
last account S 601
,, Balance carried forw ard.. 70 1
£38 6 2

This Balance Sheet does not include the

>

1913.
Assets.
£ s d. £ s d.
By Cash at London, Couunty and

30th November,

Westminster  Bank, Ltd,,
Oxford Street - 68+ 0 1
Investment, £1,300 Consols at 75
per cent, 975 0 0
,» Sundry NDebtors for l’ubhcanons 4+ 6 7
» Sundry Publications 433 14 4
,, Furniture —
Balance 1st Dec.,
1912 .., 81 1 6
Additions dunng
the year ... 5 0 0
8 1 6
Less Depreciation
! for the year 18 0 9
68 0 Y
,», Sundry Debtors for
Subseriptions in
arrear—
1918 Correspondence
| Circle L3058 9 4
1912 ditto 140 3 6
! 1911 ditto ... 58 19 3
I 1910 ditto ... Lo 2716005
_ 1909 ditto ... ... B 6 6
| 1908 ditto ... .. 010 B
i —— 54 5 &
. » Repairs Suspeunse Account 20 0 O
[ —_— e
i £2766
|

~I
(Y

the year ending 30th November, 1913.
Cr.
1£ s. d. £ s d.

|
]
i By Correspondence Cirele Joining
Fees, 1913 121 16 O
»» 1913 Suabscriptions 522 2 2
» 1912 ditto 238 9 4
4 1911 ditto 43 14 2
,» 1910 ditto ) 1111 10
. 1909 ditto 312 9
,» Back ditto 3 8 0
— 94+ 9 3
,, Back Transactions 25 2 6
,, Various Publications 12 5 0
i 4 Interest on Consols 30 12 4
,, Discount ... 16 11 1
| ,, Lodge Tubl lcatlous 22 9 0
. L1fe Mewbers 12 12 0O
i, Advance ayments 1 00
| 120 11 11
|
i
‘ £1065 1 2
£ s d
By Balance brought forward 58 6 2
} £58 6 2

!
value of the Library and Musenm and the Stock of

Traunsactions, and is subject to the realization of Assets.
I have examined the above Balance Sheet and Profit and Loss Account with the Books and
Vouchers of the Lodge, und certify the same to be correct and in accordance therewith.

ALIFRED

S. GEDGE,

Chartered Accountant,

23rd December, 1913.

3, Great Jawmes Sireet,
Bedford Row, W.C.




4 Transactions of the QQuatuor Coronuti Lodyge.

A very hearty vote of Congratulation was accorded to Bro, RoserT FREKE GOULD, on the honour
conferred upon him by the M.W. Grand Master, who on 3vd December, 1913, promoted hini to the rank
of Past Senior Grand Warden.

The SEcreTarY drew attention to the following
EXHIBITS.

By Bro. Doxartp J. Graxt, Shrewsbury.

Two-bladed Sworp, of Japanese make, now used in the R.A. degree at Shrewsbury.

Rose-Croix Corunar, ArroN aud JEwkn, of about 1800, Continental make, purchased in the
Forest of Clun district, Salop.

By Bro. A. Doony, Maidstone.
Two specimens of the © Moira” Argoy, which hve been mounted as a fire-screen. Particulars

of the design will be found in .L.Q.C. xvii., 66,

By Bro. G. VogrrLer, London.

JeEWEL, French Prisoners’ work, circular form.

By Bro. Dr. W. M. Skyaxs, Delaware, Ohio.

Chapter Puvxy, of Delaware Chaptsr No. 5% Delaware, Ohio, Iresented to the Lodye.

By the SEcrRETARY.

Freemaszons’ Hall Mepar, 1780,  This specimen does not appear to have been officially issued,

as the name of the owner has not been engraved on the Reverse.

Collection of JEwEwL~, formerly belunging to the late Bro. Emra Holmes, author of Tales, Poems
and Musonic Sketches (1877) and .dmabel aughon and other Tales, §'c. (1878). He was born at
Clezve, Somerset, on the fth July, 1839, and wrote many contribations to the Masonic periodicals,
notably the Freemason and the Masonic Miguzinz.  He was initiated into Freemasonury oo the 2nd May,
1861, in St. Helen’s Lodge No. 531 at Hartlepool, soon after became Secretary of the Lodge, and in
due course was W.M, He was exalted into the R.A. in the Chapter of Strict Benevolence, Sunderland,
16th February, 1865, and took many other Masonic degrees. He obtained the 31° in the A.& A R. in
1868, and was Grand Inspector of Works in the Mark degree from 1873 to 1909. Healso held rank in
tha Province of Suffulk.  Biographical memvirs are pretised to his ©“ Tales,”’ ete., mentioned above. He
died in 1909.

The Jewels includs that of a ). (fgallows’ pattern, 1832-3), two Royal Arch (one duted 1839
and oue 1820), Rose-Croix, 317, and Second Grand Captain of Lines in the Great Priory. A jewelof the
Vietoria Chapter Ryve Croix, Ipswich, biars the following inscription: ¢ Presented to lllus. Bro. Emra
Holmes, P.M.P.3, by Bro. Ge? K:nning, P.M.I.3., la vecognition of the Valuable services rendered to
the FREEMASON & the Mouthly Magazine,” Aunother jewel, not yet identitied, cousists of a heart
picrced by an arrow.

A very hewrty Vove of Thanks was unanimously passed to thouse Brethren who had lent objects

for exhibition, or who had made presentations to the Museum.

Bro. FrEnD. J. W. Crowe read the following paper:—
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THE FREE CARPENTERS.

BY DRO. FRED. J. IW. CROIIE, FKHistSoc

HOSE of us who belong to the great Fraternity of Freemasons are
so accustomed to think of stone as the material for all great works
of architecture in the past as well as the present that we are apt to
forget that wood is also of enormous importance, and must of

necessity have been used long anterior to the time when the power

of working in stone had been acquired. Hence I venture to think
that 1 may serve some useful purpose by drawing attention to the
Free Carpenters of I'rance and the very ancient Fraternity of Carpenters which has
existed there for centuries as well as in other countries, forming indeed a portion
of the well-known Compagnonnage.

Omitting all legendary history it may be noted that in the sixth century nearly
all the Basilicas were still made of wood, like the Church of St. Martin built on the
ramparts of Rouen, where Merowig and Brunehilde took refuge from the wrath of
Fredegonde. It was,” cays M. Augustin Thierry, “ one of these wooden Basilicas
common then throughout Gaul, and of which the delicate construction—the pilasters .
formed of several small tree trunks bound together, and the arcading necessarily
pointed because of the difficulty of forming arches with such materials-—has furnished,
as far as one cau jadge, the original form of the pointed arch, which some centuries
later appeared in the great domain of architecture.” It is also related that the
Neustrian Duke Rokkolen invested the city of Clermont and made hLis quarters in a
“Metropolitan dwelling ” outside the town, owned by Bishop Gregory of Tours and his
chapter. 1Ile was afraid to attack the city, but to avenge thein refusal to yield to him
he tock the house to pieces, it being made of wood, with the rooms fastened together
by iron pegs. The soldiers carried oft the nails and everything they could carry.

Facts such as these show how important carpenters must have been in all walks
of life. '

Between the sixth and eighth centuries the Master Carpenters under the name
of “Fréres-pontifs ” undertook the construction of bridges and dykes, and shared with
the Master Masons the privilege of erecting important or official buildings.

The Crusades again made a great impression on Military and Naval carpentering.
Many carpenters accompanied the armies to the East, and it was they who constructed
the enormouas maclhines which at onc effort placed armed men on the ramparts of
besieged towns. But after this they began to decline in importance for a time.

By the end of the twelfth century all the wood workers in the large towns had
begun to form themselves into communities such as Carpenters proper—Sawyers—
squavers of joists —makers of doors aud windows —coopers—wheelwrights —roofers, ete.
Ech of these was indspendent and had its own privileges, laws, traditions and oaths,
and carried out its own administration in a paternal way. This was felt to be a danger
to the State when the communities became strong and powerful, and hence came the
creation of the office of Master Carpenter to the King, which under the pretext of
bestowing an houonr., gave opportuuities of learning their secrets, and their resources.
Many of their privileges werve recalled in consequence, but out of apparent evil came
good, and it was the knowledge of one of these Master Carpentersto the King that
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enabled the guilds to be reconstructed after they had been gradually suppressed by
Princes and Parliaments. The officer in question was Master Fouques du Temple, who
was summoned by the Provost of Paris and questioned as to his former jurisdiction.
A clerk took down his auswers, and, having been sworn to as correct, they became for
the future the rules and regulations of a re-constituted community. The text of these
is given by Etienne Boileau in his * Book of Trades.”

“These are the ordinances of the Masters who belong to the Carpentry Trade
in the environs of Paris as Master Fouques, and those who preceded him have used and
maintained in the time past, that is to say Carpenters, Trough nakers, Door makers,
Coopers, Wheelwrights, Roofers, and all other sorts of work who have anything to do
with such trades:—

1. Muster Fouques du Temple declares that at the period when the Superin-
tendence of the Carpenters trade was given to him he made all the members
of the corporation swear that henceforward they would not work on Satur-
day after the large clock of Notre Dame had struck 3; that in the case
of a demand ou the part of the master the workmen should quit the work-
shop in order that the doors and windows might be shut.

2. No apprentice should be engaged for less than four years. He should only
be paid 6 denarii a day during the first year. Only one should be employed
at once and a secoud should not be taken till the first was in his last year
of apprenticeship unless e were the master’s son or cousin or that of his
wife born in lawful wedlock.

3. All makers of boxes or doors were not to make trap doors, posts or windows
unless they joined the planks with wooden or iron pegs and if they failed
they were to pay a fine of twenty sols of which ten were to go to the king
and ten to the master of the trade.

4. Only planks not used before and without cracks were to be used for the
bottom of boxes.

5. A carpenter, a plancr, a maker of boxes or doors must not work at night
unless in the service of the Iing, the Queen or the Royal Children of
France, or the Bishop of Paris; and if anyone is caught at it he will
pay a fine of itwenty sols, ten to the king and ten either to the master
or the overseers of the trade.

6. If Master Fouques or his delegate catehes anyone working on Saturday
after three has struck from the big clock of Notre Dame lie will either
seize his tools or impose a fine of twelve denarii.

-1

. Master Fouques madc the wheelwrights swear only to use axles that they
found good theinselves if they were carters.

o]

. The jurisdiction of Master Fougues and his predecessors extended over all
the wood cutting trades, coopers, wheelwrights, boat builders, turners,
chippers, roofers, and all other workmen who come within the doniain of
carpentry.

It was established that every workman fined by Master Fouques who
did not pay up should pay four denarii for each day of arrears; the
aforesaid Master Fouques could appoiut an overseer over each branch of
the carpentry trade.

The wages of Master Fouques and the expenses of the overseership
rose to eighteen denurii a day at Chatelet. At Toussaint he received also
a gown worth a hundred sols.

In this disposition it is not a guestion of masters sworn to the trade,
and that is easily imagined because their privileges had for a long time
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been fixed for themselves under the authority of the Provost of Paris.
The tax of their arbitration varied according to the periods. In 1293 they
collected two sols on each party when neither brought any hindrances
forward. In the contrary case they got two sols a day. but when the delay
came from the arbitrators they could only demand two sols down ; this
was the result of a paragraph published by M. Depping in the Livre des
Mestiers page 373.

In the provinces it was generally the bailiffs who replaced the provost
of the merchants in all malters relative to the superintendence of arts and
trades. The registers of the exchequer of Rouen had dated April 20th
1309 some articles of a command of Philippe le Bel about provincial
carpentry which will complete our exposition since they concern one of
the principal towns of the kingdom, the first then after Paris from an
industrial point of view.

“ The bailiff will forbid the carpenters, masons of the neighbour-
hood, however much they may be commanded by the king. to do any
work till it has first been announced to the bailiff, and it must not
be done without his command. unless it is placing a support or some
similar small thing to avoid danger so imminent, that there is no
time to inform the bailiff. And if they do otherwise the bailiff will
not reckon to them either their work or their wages.

Item.—The bailiff will not have any fresh work done nor suffer
it to be done for the king in the part under their jurisdiction unless
by the command of the King or Court and necessary for their support.
He will see to it beforehand and have the work done as cheaply as
possible with regard to the profit of the king and the condition of
the work. And the timber necessary for the aforesaid work he will
sell at the accustomed and due prices and uot elsewhere than in the
king’s forests. Anything done otherwise will not be counted.”

The Master Carpenters were as highly esteemed as the Master Masons, Master
Carvers, Master Sculptors, and Master Painters. In all important cities there was a
Master Carpenter of the Town who enjoyed exemption from taxes and other privileges.
In the North and North-Western towns of France the Carpenters had certain
advantages of food, carting, and light, in addition to a fixed seale of pay which was
nearly the same everywhere. On the last day of February, 1350, an order of King
John T. enacted that Master Masons, Roofers, Stonemasons, and Carpenters should
have in Paris twenty-six denarii a day from Martinmas to Faster, and thirty-two
from Easter to Martinmas, and that their assistants should have sixteen denarii only,
and in small towns and villages less. Often when a Carpenter had lived long in one
town and rendered important services he was allowed to retire as a ¢ Prebend or sub-
prebend of the Hospice.’

E]

This meant that he had a room, one new coat a year, and a
daily portion of bread, meat, vegetables, and wine. Curiously enovgh he was at liberty
to sell this position and its perquisites and enjoy the income elsewhere if he chose.

For the purpose of comparison we may note that in Belgium in the fourteenth
century the Carpenters had already distinct corporations highly esteemed, having
their own banners, arms, and seals. In Fngland also they existed at this period, as
1s shown by the “ Boke of ordinances of the Brotherhood of Carpenters of ILondon
made (the) first day of September’ 1333 (7 Edward IIL.), and preserved in the
Public Record office, and which is here quoted in the transcription of Mr. Charles
Weleh, F.S.A. ' '
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ORDINANCES OF THE IFRATERNITY OF CARPENTERS OF
LONDON.

Dated 1st September, 7 Edward 11I. (1333)
MODERNIZED AND ANNOTATED TRANSCRIPT

[Reprinted here by kind permission of Mr. .J. Hutton Freeman,
Clerk to the Company.]

GuiLp or CARPENTERS OF LoONDON.

This is the Book of Ordirances of the Brotherhood of Carpenters
of London, made the first day of Scptember in the seventh year of the
reign of our lord King ldward the Third after the Conquest. -

In honour of our Lord Jesus Christ and of His mother Saint Mary
and in tho name of Saint . . . John the Baptist the good men
Carpenters have ordained a Fraternity to be (holden in the) church of
Saint Thomas of Acon beside the Conduit of London and in the church
of Saint John the Baptist of Holywell beside Liondon. that is to wit for to
find (found or procure) a taper burning in certain times before (the altar
of) our Lady and Saint Joseph in the aforesaid church of Saint Thomas
and another in the worship of God and our Lady and Saint John in the
church of Holywell which shall be holden and ruled in the manner that
followeth.

And first is ordained that all the brethren and sisters of this
Fraternity shall each Twelfth Day in mid-winter he all together at the
mass in the aforesaid church of Saint Thomas aund devoutly hear the same
mass and offer thercat in the worship of God. of our Thady, and Saint
Joseph. cach man a penny, and on Midsummer Day in the aforesaid
church of olywell at the high mass cach man a penny. And whoso is
absent at the same masses without true cause shall pay to the Brotherhood
a pound of wax,

Also it is ordained that each brother and sister of this Fraternity
shall pay to the helping and sustaining of sick men which that fall in(to)
diseasc, as by falling down of a house or hurting of an eve or other
divers sicknesses, twelve pence by the year.

Also it is ordained that when any brother or sister of this Fraternity
dieth within the City of London or in the Suburbs, that all the brethren
and sisters shall gather themselves together at the house where the dead
body is. and bring the body to church. and be at eve at the Placebo and
Dirige, and on the morrow at the mass. and ofter cach man a penny and
abide there until the corpse be buried. And whoso is absent at eve or on
the morrow without true cause shall pay a pound of wax.

Also it is ordained that if any brother or sister die and have naught
of his own for to be buried, he shall be honestly buried at the cost of tho
Brotherhood.

Also it is ordained that if any brother or sister die honest death
out of London the distance of twelve miles. and he have naught whereof
to be buried of his own. then shall the Wardens of the Brotherhood wend
thither and bury him at the common cost of the Brotherhood.

Also it is ordained that if any brother or sistor fall into poverty
by God’s hand, or in sickness. or in any other discase as it is aforesaid,
so that he may not help himself, then shall he have of the Brotherhood
cach week fourtcen pence during this poverty. after he hath lain sick a
fortnight. And that he shall be so timely visited and holpen that he
shall not for default of help be brought to naught nor be undone of his
estate ere he be holpen: and also he shall have during his poverty
clothing (i.e. the Tdivery robes) as another brother hath of the Brother-
hood at the common cost.
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Also it is ordained that if the common box may not perform (i.e.
suffice for) this finding of (i.e., providing for) such sick brethren, then
shall they gather that that it lacketh of (i.e. from) the brethren after
that they need (i.e. according to their requirements) more or less.

Also it is ordained that if any brother go idle for default of work
and another brother have work whereon he may work his brother, and
that work be such that his brothier can work it, then shall he work his
brother before any other thing and give him as another man would take
of him for the same work.

Also it is ordained that all the brethren and sisters shall come
together four times a year by warning of the Masters at the aforesaid
church of Saint Thomas for to pay their quarterages and to ordain and
bespeak things that are needful aud profitable for the Brotherhood and
helping of sick men.

Also it is ordained that all that shall be received into this
Fraternity shall be reccived by the brethren that are at the same
assemblies by their all (unanimous) assent and (at) nonc other time and
be charged to hold all these points on amendment (i.e. for the amending
or good governing of the Fraternity).

Also it is ordained that no man nor woman be received into this
Fraternity but such men and women (as arc) of good fame and of good
name.

Also it is ordained that if any brother or sister after that he be
received into this Fraternity become of evil fame or of evil name, as
thief or common barcttour or common questmonger, or maintainer of
quarrels, or be attaint of any falsehood, that anon he be put out of the
Fraternity and never more come therein in any manner.

Also it is ordained that what brother that cometh not at the sum-
mons of the Masters at the aforesaid four times of the year, that he
(shall) pay a pound of wax but he have very (i.e. true, valid) excuse of
(for) his absence.

Also it is ordained that each year there shall four Wardens be
chosen to rule the Iraternity that year, and to ordain it and redress it
in the best manner.

Also it is ordained that if any debate be between any of the
Brotherhood that none of them shall follow against (i.e. go to law with)
other in none (any) manner until the Wardens and the bLrethren have
assaved whether they may accord them in good manner. and if they will
not be of accord in this manner (let) eachh do his hest by the law, and
that no brother maintain (or be a maintain)er of them privily or openly
in any manner.

Also it is ordained that what time that any of the brethren or of
the sisters . . . shall have a trental of masses out of the common
box of the aforesaid (Fraternity) . . . that their souls may be the
better be holpen.

Also it is ordained that each soul-mass day shall be said a
place the brethren will assent (determine) for the quick and for the dead
of th(e brethren and sisters and for all) Christian souls.

These very interesting Ordinances are dated 144 years before the first Incorpor-
ation by Charter of our Carpenters’ Company, on July 7th, 1477 (17 Edward IV.), and
it must be noted that women were also admitted at this time.

The Ordinances of the Belgian Carpenters of the fifteenth century prescribe the
measures to be taken for building, the distribution of the workshops, and the security
of the work. A Master Carpenter might not use a Master Workman as a substitute,
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except in the case of illness, and each time that the illness lasted more than a fortnight
ke had to pay a pound of beeswax to the trade as a fine. The number of apprentices
was also regulated.

Although banners and coats of arms are named, nothing definite is stated as to
costume before the end of the thirteenth century, though there are vague references in
Town Registers. Tradesmen, and even soldiers, were hired to take part in processions,
and were dressed in grey, black, yellow, blue, or green jackets, those of the principal
officers being at first of cloth, and afterwards of velvet or silk, and after each occasion
each workman or soldier received a complete new garment as a gift.

A regulation of the Ghent Carpenters in the fourteenth century gives a good
idea of their dress when on military service. Each man wore a white helmet, a cuirass
or a jackebt, a mail neck piece and iron gauntlets. Those who did not possess these
articles might accept them from their comrades, ¢ for the honour and good appearance
of the Trade.” Every Carpenter who at Mid-Lent, when it was his time to go on guard,
did not present some sort of weapon, was fined twelve  gros”’ before commencing work.

Returning to France, we find that in Paris the Carpenters had as their especial
Church the Chapel of St. Blaise, where every year the Fraternities of the Carpenters
and Masons united * to offer their alms and sing their canticles.” There also every
apprentice had to construct his masterpiece, in the presence of the judges and the
churchwardens, before he could be aceepted as a Master, and the masterpiece was
vowed to the Patron Saint of the community or to the Blessed Virgin.

Letters of Charles V. for the administration of the town of Douai, in 1366, state
that the Master Carpenter and the Master Architect of the aforesaid town will receive
a pension of six pounds a year to take care of the work of the aforesaid town, of houses
and chateaux, of wells, bridges, doors, footways, paddle valves of lock gates, ditches,
and pavements. This was a considerable payment as money went then.

In 1404 an important Ordinance was made by Charles VI. concerning certain
immemorial customs and privileges of appointments claimed by the Masters of Masonry
and Carpentry in the good Town, Provostship, and Viscountship of Paris, and they were
confirmed in their right to make jurymen. The Ordinance is very quaint and I

transcribe it in full herewith :—

Letters thav direct that when there shall be a vacancy in the office
of Jurors of Masonry and Carpentry in Paris it shall be provided by the
other jurors who shall present to the Provost of Paris him whom they
shall have clected.

Charles by the grace of God King of IFrance. This is to make known
to all now and for the future, it having been pointed out to us by the
largest and most intelligent nuniber of masters and jurors appointed by
us for the arts of Masonry and Carpentry in our good city. the provost’s
and viscount’s jurisdiction of Paris, that from all time, at least from
such a long time that the memory of man knows nothing to the contrary.
these Masters & Jurors have been principally made, named, elected,
chosen, created and appointed for the public good & utility and for the
adornment of our aforesaid city, the most renowned & cxperienced in
the operation & exercise of the said crafts of Masonry & Carpentry that
it was possible to find in this city, provostship & viscounty; & the reason
has been & is: that these jurors have chiefly the care & charge of bringing
to justices and summoning, and otherwise with the consent of the parties,
nearly every day, seeing, visiting & advising on the places, houses, squares
& edifices which are in question discussion or on trial in cases of inherit-
ance and of danger, sinkes, lattices, of partings off & divisions, of survey-
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ing, measuring & other points depending on the science & working of
the said crafts, whether these said cases or any other arve in question in
our Parliament, in our Court & aunditory of the Castle of Paris, or in
any other Courts subject to the aforesaid City, Provostship & Viscounty;
have also the charges of upon this making their reports & descriptions
under their seals by justice, upon which repoits & descriptions it happens
that these justiciarivs very often find & give their sentences & judgments,
deﬁnite and otherwise; have also in common the care of seeing, advising
& making estlmates for the notable buildings & works which are made
for us, those of our Blood & others in these said places & especially in
our aforesaid good City of Paris; wherefore it is evident that to obviate
tho inconveniences which might occur in default of true science & experi-
ence in the said cases it is necessary that these Jurors shall be renowned
& good persons, loyal & skilled in the said crafts & their dependencies,
& shall know the usages, customs & common observances publicly known
& notoriously held to & kept in these said cases, in the said City. Provost-
ship & Viscounty of Paris; & to this end, it has been from all time the
use & custom whenever or in times past it has been necessary to fill the
vacant office of any Juror, whether it be (vacant) by death or otherwise
that the remaining jurors of the said erafts with great and ripe delibera-
tion shall name & elect amongst them without favour, one of the Bachelors,
or other person of the said crafts whom they know to be the most expert,
fit & sufficient in that one of the said two crafts, for which it is necessary
to provido a juror, and this election made by them they report to our
said Provost of Paris, whe at their election, testimony, report & nomina-
tion is accustomed to appoint a Juror to the said crafts or craft, the person
thus elected & nominated by them, without contradiction or any difficulty
whatever; and how much (of what has been said) these Masters & Jurors
have enjoyed, used & carried out from all time, and that it is a very
necessary & expedient thing for the sake of justice & the public good, to
obviato the inconveniences which might ariso from the unskilfulness of
any person less expert in the said crafts, being nominated for the State &
Office of a Juror, that by the election, testimony & report of these Jurors
& not otherwise, all kinds of Jurors of these said crafts, shall be made,
created & appointed by our Provost of Paris. present & future, becauso
they have a truer knowledge & experience of fit persons, skilled & proper
to exercise the said Offices. when they are vacant, than any others whoever
they may be; ncvertheless, now and again sowe less expert & fit to be
Jurors of the said crafts, when it happens that none of the said Offices
of Juror are vecant by death or otherwise, must obtain from us the
presentations to the said Offices of Juror, and be appointed by our said
Provost, without appealing to the said Jurors, and without having been
elected by them, or having gone through the accustomed formalities; and,
noreover. none of the said twelve Jurers must resign or give over to others
their said Offices, by any discharge or license they may pretend to havo
had on this point from us, and to take and exact profit; which is an
illegal act and a bad example, or prejudicial to the public good, being
absolutely contrary to the observances, rights, usages, customs & laws of
the said Jurors, and a great displeasure to us who would not grant or
tolerate such a thiug. even supposing that we had given thiem a discharge
& Office, which might have been done by inadvertance, importunity of
the applicants and the true facts suppressed; and though the said
petitioners have been appointed by us, & cite this as a remedy, for the
sake of justice & the public good; wherefore we having regard and con-
sideration for the aforesaid things, will that henceforth the said Offices of
Juror, in cvery case, whether they are vacant by death or otherwise, in
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whatever manner it may occur, shall be furnished by proper persons, fit
& skilled, by our said Provost of Paiis, present & future by the election,
testimony, rcport & nomination of the said Masters & Jurors, & not
otherwise; the discharges & licenses above mentioned made & granted by
us have been (with anything that may arise therefrom, together with all
presentations henceforth made hy us to the said Offices of Jurors for the
said crafts of Masonry & Carpentry of the said City. Provostship &
Viscounty of Paris, when they or any of them shall be vacant, otherwise
than by the testimony, report, nomination & clection of the Jurors of the
said crafts) revoked, recalled, broken & annulled. and from this time for-
ward by these Presents we revoke, break, reecall & annull & desire that
they should not be carried out, while declaring by these presents our new
Constitution & ordonance, that in future and wheuever any of the said
Offices shall be vacant by death or otherwise in whatever manner it may be,
they shall be filled by our said Provosts. present & future, according to
the clection, report, testimony & nomination of the Jurors of the said
crafts, & not otherwise. as it has formerly been the custom. We give this
Mandate to our friends & loyal subjects holding our present Parliament,
& to those who shall be members in the future, to the Provost of Paris,
to the Guard of the Provostship of the Merchauts there, & to all our other
Justiciaries & Officers. ov to their Licutenants, present & future, & to
each of them that the things above touched on & each one of them, they
shall hold, keep, confirm & accomplish & causc to be held, kept, confirmed
& accomplished from point to point. & the said Masters & Jurors & their
said successors shall make use of & cnjoy peuceably our present grant &
Ordonance, and all the contents of these presents, without making or
suffering hindrance or disturbance whatever, given or made now or in
the future, notwithstanding the things above said, with whatsoever
Ordonance, Mandate or prohibitions to the contrary. And in order that
this may be a thing solid & established for ever, we have caused our Seal
to be put to these Letters; reserving our right in other matters, and
otherwise in all things.

Given in Paris, in this month of February, the year of grace, one
thousand, four hundred and four, and the 25th of our reign.

Signed thus by the King. P. Proruerg, Visa. Contentor.

Freron.

And on the back of the said letters was written: Registrata, lecta
ac in Curia publicata XVII* die Marcie, Anno Domini Mreceeet I111¢ Baze.
Published as a decision at the Castle of Paris, Wednesday XVIIIlc day
of March, the year of Grace one thousand four hundred and four.

And this deed, having enjoined on the said Jurors. that henceforth
when the cases shiould ocenr to the said Offices, that one of them should
be vacant by death or otherwise that they should come & make their
election in our presence. or in the presence of the King's Procurator, &
not aside anong themselves on pain of the annulling of their said election
if they do otherwise. Signed thus FrESNES.

It will be noted that this act refers to Masons as well as Carpenters, and is
therefore of double interest to ourselves as shewing the close connection between the
two Crafts.

This seems a suitable place to refer to the Arms of the Carpenters as their use
became very frequent from this period. Tn England a grant of arms was made to the
Carpenters’ Company on November 28th, 1466 (6 Ed. 1V), or eleven years before their
charter, and their cognisance is given as “ A felde Siluer a Cheveron sable grayled iij
Compas of the same™ and the grant is signed “Clarenssevx Kyng off Armes.” In
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France there is no mention of a grant, but the Carpenters scem to have always borne
an axe as their device. Unlike lingland the tradespeople had their coats of arms like
the nobility, though they were not permitted to display them on shields, but when by
reason of their wealth they contracted matrimonial alliances with impoverished nobles
the offspring assumed mixed coats of arms which showed the union of classes. **One
of the most illustrious families in I'rance " bears a coat impaled, on the right the
noble cognizance of gules, two swords argent in saltire, granted to an ancestor on the
battlefields of Palestine in the Crusades, and on the left an axe falling on a bar of
wood, with the motto Sine labor nih/l.

In the sixteenth century the carpenters again rose to great power after a period
of neglect, and in public ceremonies the Master Mason, Master Carpenter, and Master
of Artillery were regarded as of equal rank and marched abreast dressed in velvet coats
braided with silver, and crimson satin doublets. They followed the Trades and pre-
ceded the Town Aldermen.

Disputes arose at this time between the Masons and Carpenters, each being
jealous of their rights and privileges. The Parliaments had to give decisions from
tine to time, but the trouble went on until 1648 when the King's Privy Council
enacted fifty-one statutes regulating the Carpenters’ customs. According to this the
company was to have henceforth for administrators :—

1st a ‘“doyen’” (=dean or Scnior Member) the eldest of the masters,
provided his conduct was blameless.

2nd a syndic (trustee) nominated cvery 2 years, the day after the
feast of S. Josepl, by the plurality of votes of the sworn in Masters, and
finally 12 jurymen chosen from the masters.

The housc of the ¢

“doyen ™ in default of a Communal House would
as in Belgium serve as a place of assembly. To the ** doyen >’ was reserved
the right of Ist rank in the assemblies, of first giving lLis advice on the
proposals of the ¢ syndic,
reprimtand the masters and apprentices when necessary.

" to take part in the public service and fo

In case of malversation, misconduct or any practices injurious to

> whichever master who was next in

the Trade on the part of the ¢ doyen’
order of rcception to him would replace him. As for the “syndic,’”’ he
also could be replaced beforc his 2 years office expired and each master
under pain of a fine of 6 pounds was obliged to be present at the
“doyen’s’’ house to take part in this rc-election.

The ““ doyen ”’ or in default of him, the “‘syndic”’ must keep exact
minutes of the company’s deliberations and no master could dispense
himself from taking part in them on pain of a fine of £3.

On retiring the “syndic”” was to give account to his successor of
the deniers cntrusted to him, for he alone kept the common purse and if
he was found to have a considerable deficit the new syndic restored it to
prevent any dispute.

No one could be received as Master (farpenter of the Town. Provost-
ship or Viscountship of Paris if he was not by birth or by naturalisation
a lrenchiman, and if he had not produced proofs of good conduct &
morality. :

Tt was required, besides, of an aspirant to the mastership that
after the ordinary 6 years apprenticeship he should work 3 months with
onc of the jurymen and 3 more months with some old member of the
Trade. under the condition of course. that hie should be paid for his
trouble. a custom which was already preseribed in the ordonnances of
1454, This stage cnded, the master made his report, and if it was con-
sidered favourable by the jurymen of the Trade, he was authorised to
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present the candidate, who traced on a piece of cardboard a geometrical
design, that is he drew a diagram of a building. This diagram, signed
and initialled by the members present, confided to the ‘ syndic ™ to avoid
the deception that a skilful hand can arrange, became the subjact of a
serious examination which took place after a special convocation to decide
admission or delay of the candidate.

The diagram was not given back to him; Tt was kept in the
archives.

YWhen the decision of the jury was favourable the master presenter
demanded that his apprentice should be called upon to execute the master-
piece required. FEach of the jury gave his opinion and authority was
given or withheld by the plurality ot votes.

The master-picee was to be execnted by the Candidate himself at
one of the master’s houses, according to theiv order of reception in order
that there should be no suspicion of prefereuce or partiality.

The master-piece accepted. notice was sent to the King's Attorney
who had the fiscal rights. The new member put besides, 10 fraunes iuto
the *“syndic's’ box to support the needs of the company, 10 francs more
into the Iraternity’s Box. Then he took his oath between the hands of
the Attorney and letters of mastership were sent to him, in which were
written, in order of reception, the jurymen who had taken part in the
examination.

These jurymen were not the only people present. Twelve master
carpeuters of the town, convoqued by them served as assessors were there
also. Absolutely the same proceedings took place in the case of the
Masters” sons and as fradulent receptions did take place they demanded
of the candidate his apprentice’s certificate.

The worknien of the Provinces were not admitted to the master-
piece whatever the time of their apprenticeship till after they had worked
4 years with one of the masters of the capital.

All former ordinances and all exceptional privileges were abrogated.

In the question of apprentices the master jurymen had not more
rights than ordinary masters because it would have created discontent
amongst tho ordinary workmen.

The remainder of the general instructions are too long to be quoted here, and
they are not of special interest, so I pass on to the formation of the ‘ Free Carpenters.”
Whether they were a separate and new order is a matter of doubt, but their history as
given by them runs on the following lines:—

The * Free Carpenters ” have existed from Richelieu’s time (sixteenth century)
until the Second Empire. At thetime of Richelieu there were two divisions of Carpeunters,
the Companions of Soubite, and the Companions of Solomon. The former were
regarded favourably by the authorities, the latter unfavourably. Those of Soubite
were good Catholics, and the Christian symbols of the Cross and the Crucifixion formed,
and still form, part of their ritual. The Companions of Solomon were Protestants.
The Companions of Solomon were expelled from France by Richelien, but a few of them
managed to find favour in his eyes, and he gave them a charfer as the * Free-
Carpenters.” The other associations of Carpenters did not recognise them at all. In
time only the Companions of Soubite remained in France and were not interfered with.
The Companions of Solomon went to England, Scotland, Spain, and Germany, where
they continued to work with their ancient rituals. At the Revolution they returned
to France and again propagated their rites, but as the Companions of Soubite had
been masters of the profession of Carpenters since the time of Richelieu those of Solomon
had to reconquer the old towns. There were actual battles between the two groups,
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and semetimes men were killed. In Paris they arranged a contest of skill “with
compass and line "—probably a test design traced on the ground—and a Companion
of Solomon, a native of Anjon, won and received the prize of a gold compass. They
then agreed to what we now politically call ‘“spheres of influence.” Those of Solomon
were given the rich quarter of St. Germain and the left bank of the Seine, and the
right bank was reserved to those of Soubite.

The full name of the Companion Carpenters of Solomon is “the Companion
Carpenters of Duty and Liberty.” They number between 1200 and 1500 in the district
of Paris, and have three great Festivals in the year, namely March 19th, the feast of
their Patron Saint Joseph; June 29th, St. Peter’s day; and November 1st, All Saints.
They have a President, and a “ Mother” who is at the head of their restaurant (see
illustration) and looks after them in case of illness, and generally interests herself in
them. She is properly initiated into the order, and there is only one * Mother”
for each town. There is nosign of women being admitted at any other time as far as
I can trace. This is in contrast to the early English custom as shown in the Book of
Ordinances of 1333 already quoted. They have three grades of Apprentice, Companion,
and Master. The appfentice must be in that grade for one year, and the companion
for three. In the first grade the ritnal is only leard, and since the Revolation
has been greatly shortened and limited to an explanation of the compass, triangle, and
square. In the grade of Master the face was covered by a mask, and the “ Corpse of
Osiris 7’ was exhibited.

The Companions of Solomon use the Symbolism of the triangle and have three
grades, those of Soubite the rectangle and one grade. My informant says * The
companions of Solomon and Soubite no longer fight in the streets or on the roads,
but

they scowl at one another!”

The full title of the Soubites is “ The travelling companions of deeds and of
Soubite.” *Travelling ” becanse in the tour of France, which is imposed on them,
they may not stop long in any one town.

The Soubites look down on the Solomonites becanse, they say, ‘they are
emigrants, and hardly practice any ritual.” It is certainly true that the Soubites
have kept intact the very severe ritnal of their one grade of Companion. The neophyte
is put in a cask and rolled into a big passage sloping from a cave, then he arrives in
the companions’ room, another large cave. There he undergoes a special form of
examination, after which he is led into a spacious place (always a cave) where he
must remain for a week, and even then he may not come out of it unless he knows his
ritual by heart. The Soubites are more numerons than the Solomonites. To be
admitted to either society it is necessary to follow the carpeuntering courses of it, and
only when the knowledge of the candidate is assured is he allowed to be nominated, for
the Companion Carpenter is supported everywhere, and if he was not competent it
would be a disgrace to the whole Society. On the last day of the Initiation the brethren
join hands and dance round the ‘Mére’ singing a merry song which the newly-made
Companion must repeat.

The reason why the Solomonites are styled ©“ Companions of liberty,” is that,
according to the ritual and tradition, Cyrus, King of Babylon, had kept prisoners
some carpenters during seventy years, and at the end of that time they got back
their liberty, and so styled themselves ‘of liberty.” In consideration of the
venerable age they must have by that time attained, the explanation is more than
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improbable, but another explanation is that it symbolises the time between the
revocation of the Edict of Nantes, and the French Revelution, which allowed them as
Protestants to return to France.

The “Free Carpenters” existed from the time of Richelien until the Second
Empire, when they were supplanted by the two bodies of the ancient “ Companion
Carpenters.”

T omitted to state that Soubise is a traditional personage, who is said to have
been a master craftsman at the bailding of King Solomon’s Temple, where he had
been the inseparable companion of “ James,” who erected two columns by the order of
Hiram. Soubise was said to have returned to Gaul with the said James after the
completion of the work, and to have died there after instructing the companions in
their rites.

The illustrations show (1) the festal attire of a carpenter. The high-crowned
hat has a brooch in the front, and a double ribbon with the ends hanging free. A
loose coat, with knee breeches, white stockings, and black shoes. A large bunch of
ribbons with very long ends is fastencd to the left lapel of the coat. Around his
neck is suspended a square and compass, their position being the reverse of that in
Masonic usage. He wears white gloves, and a long walking-stick with « ball at the
top, and another bunch of ribbons. (2) This is entitled “The Reception,” and 1
can give no further explanation than what can be seen by the reader. (3) A TFéte.
The dresses worn are similar to those in (1). Six carpenters bear, what I presnme
to be, the typical masterpiece of the fraternity, and another party what looks like a
figure of the patron saint, usually S. Joseph, but he varies in different localities. (4)
This shows the ‘ Mére’ referred to on a previous page. (35) Is a clearance Certificate
of a French Carpenter issued on 9th February, 1860.

Bro. EDWARD ARMITAGE sald :—

Bro. Crowe has given us a very interesting account of a Society of which we
have hitherto had but few particulars in our Transactions. The Ordinances seem
to me to be the most faseinating portion of the paper. In some of them occur evidences
of similar practices to those obtaining in the Trades Unions of to-day, indeed the trade
union idea seems to permeate them from start to finish. The Ordinance of 1333 is most
interesting, for the brethren and sisters seem equal in every respect. All the brethren
and sisters for instance are required to meet together ench Midsummer Day and Twelfth
Day to attend Mass. Whether the word ‘men’ includes both sexes it is diffieult to say.
Each brother had to pay towards the relief of sick men, and when a brother or sister
died, all were to gather together to attend the funeral. One would be interested to
know whether any traces have been found of a ceremonial in the fraternity.

I should like to propose a very hearty vote of thanks to Bro. Crowe, and to
suggest that he might well give us something further on the same subject.
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Bro. Woxxacorr said:—

I should like to second the vote of thanks to Bro. Crowe for his paper, and to
emphasize the fact that he has had it prepared for a considerable time and has
generously consented on more than one occasion to postpone it so that other papers
might be bronght forward in the Lodge. We owe him our gratitude for that as well

as for the paper itself.

But the writer appears to have ignored, or at least made no reference to,
the valuable work already dome by two of the veteran members of this Lodge—
Bros. Gould and Rylands—relating to the Compagnonnage with which the present
subject is so closely related. It was in the first volume of our Transactions that Bro.
Gould dwelt at length on the three branches of the Compagnonnage and their pecnliar
legends, while about a year later Bro. Rylands dealt with the theories of Bro. Gould
and criticised them fully. Apart from these two no other Masonic writer appears to
have dwelt on the matter; even Woodford, keen student as he was, dismisses the
subject in a very few lines in his Cyclopedia, but confesses that his curiosity was
aroused, the subject being considered by him as worthy of further stndy.

The statement is made early in the paper that the Carpenters or Fréres Pontifs
between the fifth and eighth centnries, undertook the construction of bridges and
dykes. I must disagree with both these statements, either that the Carpenters were
identified with the Fréres Pontifs, or that they nndertook bridge bunilding. T have
always been under the impression that this was done by the Masons, and if the workers
in wood had any share in the work it must have been only in a subordinate capacity,
as making the centres or temporary supports on which the masonry structure was
built. The Fréres Pontifs on the other hand were the hridge builders; such works
being classed as labours of necessity were undertaken by the Church. Very few
bridges could have been built of wood, and then only if they werc small.

We have no clue to the dute of appointment of Master Carpenter to the
King. We do know when the oftice of Provost of Paris was created, but that office
soon after lapsed. Boilean's Book of Trades contains the Ordinances of no less
than 100 of these Craft Guilds. Itisstated by Bro. Crowe that Boilean was summoned
before the Provost of Paris, but there is nothing in his work to suggest this, and I
should like the point to be a little more clearly defined. At the end of the Ordinances
in the Book of Trades there occurs the remark—"The tax of their arbitration varied
according to the period.” This seems a curions translation. T should like to know
just what the words mean.

In the Ordinances of the Fraternity of Carpenters of London, we are not told in
so many words that women were admitted on equal terms with men. The benefits
referred to here only indicate the brethren, and I think that the words ““ and sisters »
ave exceptional. In these trades, when a woman lost her husband she was allowed to
earry on his trade as long as she remained a widow, and thereforc I believe that in
this connection the term velates to the widows of brethren only. I lave always seen
Soubite written Soubise, and I fancy this must be the old-fashioned 8 which has becn
rendered into a T. In Gould’s Chapter on the Compagnonnage, he differs from Bro,
Crowe’s account. I should be glad to know whence the latter obtained his particulars
of the work from which his information is transcribed.

In conclusion I must say that I think Bro. Crowe should quote his authorities
and should also acknowledge the valuable work performed by Bros. Rylands and
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Gould. And when he is quoting from works on architecture it might be well that he
should give something more anthoritative than Thierry, or on Masonry than
Heckethorn. The opinion that all basilicas were made of wood is one which I do
not agree with, nor that arches were derived from the grouping of trees. It was
Stukeley who first put forward this idea, in his Ifinerarum Curiosum ii., 71—and later
in the first volume of Archaeologia, p. 40, where he =ays that“ pointed architecture was
originally brought from Arabia where it was derived from the imitation of groves of
trees,” to which quotation Gould appends the caustic note that ¢ groves (of trees)
doubtless flourished in stony Arabia.”

Bro. Drixc said that Bros. Wonnacott and Crowe had both fallen into a
mistake with regard to August Thierry. He did not think that J. N. Augustin
Thierry could be intended, as the latter was purely a historian and no anthority on
architecture. He referred to Toulmin Smith’s valuable work on the English Guilds,
and remarked that he could scarcely agree with Bro. Wonnacott in his suggestion
that the term sisters referred to widows, but believed the contrary to be the case.
In Norwich and otler places in England sisters had been admitted to the various Guilds,
and he could not imagine that only widows of the brethren would be so admitted.
Not only had the sisters a share in the benefits but also in the expenses, and as Bro.
Edward Armitage had said, the word ‘men’ might mean only the males, but in his
opinion it certainly meant ¢ persons.” Attention had been drawn to the fact that an
Apprentice before he was passed to the F.C. degree had to make or present a * master-
piece,” which is a common proviso in the majority of trade guilds in England,
France and Germany. It occurs in the Schaw Statutes, and when the Bye-Laws
of the Quatuor Coronati Lodge were drawn up, Bros. Rylands and Gould laid stress
on candidates for membership of the Lodge submitting or presenting a ‘‘ masterpiece.”

Bro. Fren. Arairace said that he wished to add his thanks to Bro. Crowe.
He entirely agrced with all that Bro. Dring had said. The inclusion of sisters
occurred over and over again in the Ordinunces of the English Guilds, where references
might sometimes be found to ““brethren and sisteren.” " No indication whatever could
be found which wonld lead to the conclusion that only widows were intended.

The mention of wax was explained by the strong leaning of the Guilds to the
clerical side. Each Guild had its Patron Saint, and in some of the cathedrals, of
which he instanced Rochester, recesses were to be seen wherein the candles were
barnt before the shrines of the Patron Saints by the members of the Guilds of the
City.
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Bro. HENRY LOVEGROVE 1¢77fes:—

I have perused this paper with much pleasure, and regret thatI can add but
little by way of comments. ’

I cannot agree with Bro. Crowe as to arches of wood, as it would be as easy to
form ribs of circular form as pointed, and there seems at all events a possibility that
the pointed or Gothic arch arose from the intersection of semi-circular arches in
Norman transition work.

The first church mentioned in the * Ordinances of the Fraternity of Carpenters
of London,” called St. Thomas of Acon, stood behind Mercers’ Hall, and was a large
structure probably rich in monuments. Aggas's plan of London (cirea 1560) shows
that it was a little above the Great Conduit of Cheapside. This church of St.
Thomas of Acou is of interest, as before the Reformation the Lord Mayor with his
family and the Aldermen attended the Services on All Saints’ day and various other
Festivals.

The second church referred to as the church of Holywell is the Church of Holy-
well Priory, Shoreditch, and it is possibly in some way connected with the number of
carpenters who then resided in the Jocality for the erection of the Curtain Theatre, a
wooden structure, which stood in Curtain Road at the corner of what is now called
Gloucester Street.

Bro. CrOWE writes as follows in reply :—

I am glad to reply as far as possible to the questions of Bro. Wonnacott. I
think he is in error in saying that ¢ few bridges were built of wood, unless they were
extremely small.”” Many ancient wooden bridges still exist on the continent, including
the well-known example at Lucerne, which cannot be termed small. My statement is
taken from the work of Paul Lacroix: who is also my authority for Boilean being
summoned before the Provost of Paris. The original of my translation “The tax of
their arbitration varied according to the period”’ reads “ Lia taxe de leurs arbitrages
varia selon les époques.” I do not see what else it can mean. I am sorry that Bro.
Wonnacott should think I failed in courtesy or recognition of Bros. Rylands and
Gould, but I can assure him that I did not read a single line of their writings for the
purposes of this paper, but obtained the whole of my information from Lacroix’s book,
from personal French sources including present officials of the Carpenters, from the
Carpenters’ Company in London, and, for the concluding legend, from Heckethorne’s
Secret Societies. These are my authorities whiclh he desires and it did not occur to me
to make any reference to writers I had not consulted. Not being an architect I cannot
say who are considered authorities and who not, so I hope Bro. Wonnacott will pardon
me if he does not approve of those I have quoted. I have no personal opinion as to
arches of wood, but simply give it as the suggestion of others for what it may be worth.
My information as to Soubise or Soubite was in manuscript, so I may have mistaken
s for t. I think I have now referred to all points raised.
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CHURCH OF THE SANTI QUATTRO CORONATI, ROME.
BY BRO. S. RUSSELL FORBES, Ph.D.

ges % N the Sth of February, 1914, the Cloisters of the Church of the Santi
\ Quattro Coronati, on the Ceelian Hill, which have been restored by
the architect and archaologist, Signor Antonio Munoz, nunder the

deN g - Minister of Public Instruction, were thrown open to the public.

Numerous visitors were present during the day toadmire the restored

Cloisters, of which I send a photo-engraving by Signor Danesi, and
the renovation of the Church itself. (See ‘“The Roman Legend of
the Quatuor Coronati,” in Ars Quuatuor Coronatorum, vol. i., 1886-1888, by S. Russell
Forbes.)

The Cloisters were erected towards tlie close of the thirteeuth century, but
- modified in the baroca style in the seveuteenth; to be restored to their original
appearance in the twentieth century. The Cloisters are the work of the Cosmati of
Anagni, but there ave no Mosaic decorations as usual in their work. Many fragments
of sculpture and inscriptions brought to light in the renovations have now been set
into the walls of the Cloisters, thus making it a museum of architectural details. One
slab from a catacomb bearing a Christianinscription on the obverse bas on the reverse

FLAVIVS. ASPARE
ARIAVNDO. VV.CC.CONSS

the date of these consuls is A.p. 484 ; these names also occur in an inscription at the
Chureh of St. Cecilia in Rome.

Off the east side of the Cloister is a small circular Chapel with four niches, and
traces of thirteenth century frescoes. Four large sculptured corbels built into the
walls, ancient Roman work, sustain the groined roof; probably columns once supported
them.

In the centre of the Cloister garden has been erected the cantharus, or fountain
basin, that formerly stood in the atrium of the Church, which is a basilica in form, and
was originally used for ablutions; it is ornamented with lions’ heads, through which
the water powrs from the upper into the lower basin, which is modern. There is a
cantharus at St. Cecilin, not in use, also at St. Cosmito in Trastevere. They were
originally boat-shaped like that in front of St. Maria in Dominica on the Ceelian Hill,
The name Kdrfupos, is derived from a species of boat. A fountain with a flow of water
rising from a centre spout, and falling in two jets into a basin which stands on a
square fluted Corinthian pedestal is represented in a Mosaic on the apse at San Vitale
at Ravenna of the Kmpress Theodora about to enter a church.

In the chuarch itself some thirteenth century frescoes have been brought to
light, ficures of Leo 1v., 847-55, who as cardinal rebuilt the churcl, and brought the
remains of the Iour Crowned Saints to the church from the catacombs, and of
Steplien vi., 885-91, both of whiom were elected Pope in this church. One interesting
fresco represents a bark in full sail, typical of the church, spoken of as the bark
of St. Peter, with Saints Peter and Paul as navigators between whom is Leo 1v. seated,
facing the spectator holding the keys in his hands and wearing the tiara.
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In an entry room of the convent, off the atrium, fragments of a fourteenth
century calendar have been found frescoed on the walls, some parts are fairly legible.

In the oratory of St. Silvestro, the chapel of the confraternita degli Scultorie
Sealpellind, off the quadriporticus, the frescoes of 1248 have been cleaned and restored
where necessary. Tley are scenes from the legendary life of Constantine the Great
in eight panels on the side walls,

Constantine is attacked with leprosy, mothers bring their
children that they may be sacrificed for their blood to
heal him by bathing in it, he refuses to accept their offer.

Vision of Saints Peter and Paul, who approve his refusal.
. Constantine sends for St. Silvester.

St. Silvester sees the messengers coming.

He shows portraits of the Apostles to the emperor.

Constantine is purified by St. Silvester baptizing him.

Donation of Rome to St. Silvester.

Constantine leads the horse of St. Silvester into Rome.

On the west wall are frescoed the Saviour. the Virgin, St. John the Baptist,
and the Apostles. Beneath this, in a glass case upon a stand i1s exhibited the small
quarto manuscript book of the Constitutions of the Scarpellini, dated 1406.

The inscription of the author of the frescoes, although partly erased, has been
handed down.

A. D, MCCXLVILII, HOC. OPVS. DIVITIA. FIERI. FECIT. PETROLINVS.

The dedicatory consecration inscription of Cardinal Rinaldo Conti, bishop of
Ostia still exists in the wall near the entry door. It is dated six days before Palm
Sunday, 1246.
74, Via della Croce, Rome.




FRIDAY, 6th MARCH, 1914.

HE Lodge met at Freemasons’ Hall, at 5 p.m. DPresent:—Bros, Edward Armitage,
P.Dep.G.D.C., W.3.; E. H. Dring, I.LP.M.; W. B. Hextall, 3.W.; W. Wonnacott,
JW.; Canon J. W. Horsley, P.G.Ch.,, P.M., Chap.; W. John Songhurst,
P.A.G.D.C., Secretary; F. W. Levander, J.D.; J. P. Simpson, P.A.G.R,, P.M.;
and Dr. W, Wynn Westcott, P.G.D., P.M.

Also the following members of the Correspondence Circle :—Bros, Fred. H.

Postans, Rev. . C. Tippetts, Prof. Randal Woodhouse, Capel Morris, Arthur W.

Chapman, Henry Husley, Major Alic Sutherland, Curt Nauwerck, H. F. Whyman, J. W. A. Earle,
Gordon P. G. Hills, J. Plunkett Bowley, H. R. Justice, Walter Dewes, Col. Sir Howland Roberts, Bart.,
John Foulds, G. A. Crocker, A. M. Tracey Woodward, H. Hyde, John Church, G. J. Gissing, Edward
Tappenden, A. J. Prewer, C. Isler, W. Knowles, . J. Prewer, Fred. Armitage, Edward F. Jones, Alex. .
Catto, R. E. Landesmann, S. V. Williams, D. Bock, 8. J. Fenton, W. R. Poole, A. H. Procter,
G. Inglefield, W. F.Keddell, Col. D. Warliker, H. G. Warren, F. A, Hazzledine, P.A.G.D.C., N. Chaplin,
L. Vermont, H. F. Raymond, Harry Tipper, P.A.G.I't., Col. J. R, Thomas, A. C. Beal, W. A, Evens,
Dr. 8. Walshe Owen, J. F. H, Gilbard, F. W. Le Tall, G. Vogeler, Chas. W. Hodgson, J. A. 8. Scott,
W. B. Briscomb, A. F. Parker, Dr. Thos. Brown, O. Leo Thomson, Mustapha Ben Yusuph, G. Fullbrook,

L. Danielsson, and J. Sargeant Stacy.

Also the following Visitors:—Bros. 1’. J. Melotte, Royal NWaval College and United Service
Lodge No. 1593; W. E. Gilliland, Gallery Lodge No. 1928; P. Heichert, Penge Lodge No. 1815;
William Fisk, P.M. Halsey Lodge No. 1479; T. Ormerod, Beach Lodge No. 2622; E. A, Bouzinsky,
T. W. Thoruton, J. M. Laird, Chas. T. F. Watts, and H, S. Thornton, of Cator Lodge No. 2266; G. A.
Turper, W.M. Christopher Lodge No. 309; James Hamilton, P.M. Salopian Lodge No. 262,
P.Pr.G.Stew.; R. D. Ogle, Sir Walter St. John Lodge No. 2513; C. Hudson, Hyde Park Lodge
No. 1425 ; E. A. Bernstiel, J.W. Fellowship Lodge No, 2535; W. J. Glover, Philanthic Lodge No. 3032 ;
W. B. George, Royal Albert Lodge No. 907; Robt. S. Darling, P.M., Sec., The Scots Lodge No. 2319;
F. E. Coppen, Belgrave Lodge No. 749; Arthur C. Hill, S.D. Alexandra Palace Lodge No. 1541;
Ramsden Walker, P.M., and Dr. W. E. Porter, P.M., United Northern Counties Lodge No. 2128; and
D, Taylor, Kingswood Lodge No. 2278.

Letters of apology for non.attendance were received from Bros. Admiral Sir A. H. Markham,
K.C.B., P.Dis.G.M., Malta, P.M.; Edward Macbean, P.M.; Dr. W. J. Chetwode Crawley, G.Treas.,
Ireland; J. P. Rylands; G. Greiner, P.A.G.D.C., P.M.; E. Conder, L.R., P.M,; Gen. Sir Charles
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Warren, K.C.B., P.Dis.G.M., E.Arch.,, P.M.; H. F. Berry; Sydney T. Klein, L.R., P.M.; Hamon le
Strange, Pr.G.M., Norfolk, P.M.; L. A. de Malczovich; John T. Thorp, P.A.G.D.C., P.M.; William
Watson; R. F. Gould, P.G.W., P.M.; A. Cecil Powell; and T. J. Westropp.

One Masonic Association and fifty-four Brethren were admitted to membership of the Corres-

pondence Circle,

The Secretary mentioned that he had been advised by Bro, Henry T, Smith, Local Secretary
for Ontario, that on 2nd January, 1914, the consecration took place, at Toronto, of a Lodge to be
called the ‘ Coronati Lodge.’ The members present at the Consecration had desired their hearty
greetings to be transmitted to the Quatuor Coronati Lodge, and a Resolution to thig effect was unani-
mously passed. The members of the Quatuor Coronati Lodge expressed their sincere wishes for the

prosperity of the new undertaking,

The SECRETARY drew attention to the following

EXHIBITS.
By Bro. A. J. PrEwEeg, London.

Jte, Sunderland lustre ware, with Magonic emblems and inseriptions.

CERTIFICATE, Ancient Order of Druids, Royal Victoria Independant Lodge No. 1, issued 2lst
August, 1838, to William Wilson, of Nayland, Suffolk, and signed by Charles Crigg, N.A.; Richd. J.
Clark, V.A.; and George D. Venten, Sec.

By Bro. Dr. Ricuarp J. RERCE, London,

Grass, of the Order of Old Friends, presented to the Grand Master’s Lodge No. 1, by W.DBro.
J. W. Burton, P.M,, P.G. Steward, 16th February, 1914. Particulars of the Old Friends will be found
at 4.Q.C. xxvi,,29. The Glass now exhibited is engraved with the letters J.M. and the date 1840, below

this is “ No. 1.

By Bro. SEYMOUR BEL1, Dep.Prov.G.M., Northumberland.

Two Masonic HALFPENNIES, Duke of York, “payable in Dublin or London.” These are struck

from different dies.
One ditto, Prince of Wales (3-face), ““ payable in London or Dublin.”
One ditto, Prince of Wales (2-face), “ payable in Lancaster, London or Bristol.”

One ditto, ditto (profile), “ payable in Lancaster, London or Bristol.”
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“John Howard’ HALFPENNY, with ingcription on edge, ¢ Masonic halfpenny token, Mbcexciv.”
R.A. JEwEL, made by Thomas Harper, 1811,

Pierced Jrwer, silver-gilt, with inscriptions Sola Concordia Fratrum; We live on the square

Amor honor ot justitia; Virtute et silentio. (See 4.Q.C. xiii., 91.)

Membership Cagp, “Free and Easy Johns, Lodge No. 10, Lemington.” Another membership

eard of thig Society was exhibited on 8rd January, 1913, (See 4.Q.C. xxvi,, 4.)

Masonic WatcH-PaPER of William Tickle, Mosley Street, Newcastle.
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By Bro. H. Burcess, Hounslow.

Aprox, printed from a plate ¢ Engraved by Brother Bulterworth, Leeds, Nov, 7th, 1806.”

By Bro. H. A, CasroN, London.

Collection of old Masonic Crornixg and Jewrens:—R.A.; Knight Templar—Knight and Grand
Officer, with Jewel of Past Grand Sword Bearer; three sets of Rose-Croix clothing, with Jewels;
Royal Order of Scotland—Anpron, sashes, star, etc. Jewel, installation of the Prince of Wales as Grand

Master, in 1875. Presented to the Lodge.

By the SFCRETARY.

Brass TRIVET, with square and compasses.

By Bro. W. WoxxacorT, London.

Boox-PrATE of Lord Rawdon, better known to Masons as the Earl of Moira.

The Brethren who had lent objects for exhibition, or who had made presentations to the Lodge,

received a hearty vote of thanks.

Bro. W. B. HexTaLL read the following paper :—
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Membership Card of the FREE axnp Easy Jomn
From the collection of Bro. Seymour Bell.

NS.
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SOME OLD-TIME CLUBS AND SOCIETIES.
BY BRO. W. B. HEXTALL, P.Prov.G.1V., Derbyshire.
“VWith centric and eccentric scribbled o'er.”—JMiLtox, Paradise Lost,

T

3 o N the preparation of this paper it has seemed impracticable to follow

any pre-arranged order, alphabetical, chronological, or topographical;
and this difficulty, which is perhaps inevitable from the subject-
matter, must be my apology for a certain disjointedness which will
not be more apparent {o others than it is already to myself.

Though the instances are few in which a direct connexion ecan
be traced between clubs and suchlike and the Craft, I think T have
found sufficient to justify the selection of a topic; and, apart from this, a collection,
incomplete thongh 1t is, of past Societies may not be without utility. With few
exceptions I have omitted Clubs, etc., which have been separately treated of in
monograph form.

In No. 9 of The Spectator Addison, writing of the origin of Clubs, said, * When
a set of men find themselves agree in any particalar, though never so trivial, they
establish themselves into a kind of fraternity, and meet once or twice a week, npon the
acconnt of such a fantastic resemblance.” Bro. W. H. Rylands, in his Records of the
Lodge Original No 1, now the Lodge of Antiquity No. 2 (1911) writes,! ** There is no donbt
that in the early years of Freemasonry the meetings were of a kind very similar to the
¢ Club’ of the period.” These two brief extracts wonld suffice by way of preface, but
T will quote also from the late George Augustus Sala 2 a passage written in 1859

The middle ages had their clubs, and brave ones too. Thorough
clubmen were the Freemasons, secret and sturdy, and swift in action
and it’s O! to see the club-houses they erected in the fanes that are yet
the pride and glory of our cathedral towns. When you look at their
crenelated towers, and at the rich spandrils of their arches, in their
groins and corbels, in their buttresses and great rose windows, and
cunningly traced roodscreens and carved beuch-ends, you shall find
copions store of club-marks and secret signs, and passes known only to
themselves, and, grotesque and frivoleus as to the uninitiated they seem,
having drawn from the innermost arcana of the great mystery of
Masonry.

An early use of the word * Club”’ appears in Daniel Defoe’s Review, consisting
of a Scandal Club, on Questions of Theology, Morals, Politics, Trade, Language, Poetry, §c.,
which was published from February, 1704, to the year 1717, and possessed at least the
virtue of a comprehensive title. Still earlier, John Aubrey (1626-1700) had written,
“ We use now the word Clubbe for a sodality at a taverne or drinking-house.”

! Page 160, vol. i.

2 Referred to as “ Bro. 8ala” in Freemasons’ Magazine of 9th November, 1864, The quotation is
from Twice round the Clock. '
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Previously, however, to attempting some partial enumeration of societies which
flourished under the name of Clubs, it may be well to note that towards the end of the
seventeenth century there were in vogue periodical gatherings in London of natives of,
or of those connected with, various English counties, at which it ‘appears to have been
the custom to make the preaching of a sermon part of the proceedings; this being
generally delivered either at St. Mary-le-Bow or at St. Michael’s, Cornhill. Thus, the
preacher “at the Oxrorpsiine Frast, kept on Thursday, Nov. 25, 1675, was the Dr.
Franzis Gregory, as to whom, and whose sermon to the Society of Gregories, in June,
1673, see A4.Q.C. xxi,, 130-152; and sermons were preached to the natives of
WARWICKSHIRE on their annual Feast-Day in London,” in 1675, and to “the natives of
the County of Warwick and City of Coventry” in 1695; at the Yorgsmire FEast in
1678 and 1682 ; at the OxrorpsHIRE FEAST in 1682; at the Wiursmirg FEast in 1683 ;
* before the Honorable Society of the natives of the Corxty oF KExT” in 1699 ; at the
Huxrixeponsmre Feast in 1702 ; and, doubtless, on many other and diverse occasions.
One of the Yorkshire Feast sermons is especially noticeable—that in 1678, by
Dr. John Tillotson, Dean (and afterwards Archbishop) of Canterbury, at the first
meeting of *“ the Gentlemen and others in and near London who were born within the
County of York,” in which he speaks of “the anniversary meetings of those of the
several Counties of England, who reside, or happen to be in London; for two of the
best and noblest ends that can be, the maintaining of Friendship and the promoting of
Charity,” and says, “ We are, I think, one of the last counties of England that have
entered into this friendly and charitable kind of Society.” It seems, also, to have been
customary to select as preacher a native of the particular county, or holding preferment
there ; and, accordingly, Tillotson inscribed his printed sermon to, *“my Honoured
Friends and Countrymen,” he having been born at Sowerby, near Halifax, I find, too,
mention of a ¢ DERBYSHIRE SocisTy ” which held its anniversary dinner at the Crown
and Ancher, in the Strand, from 1784 {o 1791; a “ Kextisg Crus” in 1756; a
“ GLOUCESTERSHIRE SOCIETY ' ; and a * NorrixeEam Crus,” in Pall Mall, where (as
Bro. J. P. Simpson told us at 4.Q.C. xx., 42), Lord Byron, the uncle of the poet, in
1765, fought the duel with his country neighbour, Mr. Chaworth, in which the latter
wag killed.

Before passing to clubs or societies of a more general or cosmopolitan nature, it
will be convenient to refer to one or two eighteenth century books which purport to
contain information, more or less reliable, on the subject.

The Secret History of Clubs, particularly the Kit-Cat, Beef-Stake, Vertuosos,
Quacks, Knights of the Golden Fleece, Florists, Beaus, &c., with their Original: and the
Characters of the Most Noted Members thereof . . . London. Printed and Sold by the
Booksellers, 1709, an octavo volume of 392 pages! gives a list, and assumes to give
minute details, of thirty-one London clubs then existing, some of the names being of
an extraordinary character, to say the least; but it is very mild criticism to suggest
that a fall perusal of the book would hardly repay the time employed, and little value
attaches to it but that of rarity. If the official attribution of its authovship to
Edward—better known as ““ Ned "—Ward (1667 ?—1731) be correct, I would hazard
a conjecture that to the same facetions hand must be given such credit as attaches to a
tract of twenty-four pages, entitled The Grand Mystery or Art of Meditating o

1 A copy is catalogued in the British Museum Library under “ Ward. Edward.” See 4.Q.C. xxv.,
382, No. 239.
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Restor’d and Unveil'd After the manner of The Ingenious Dr. Sw—ft . . . London:
Printed for J. Roberts near the Oxford Arms in Warwick Lane . . . 1726:1 a coarse
production, containing, however, at page 10, the following rather remarkable Masonic
allusion,

‘I hereby propose, if this meets with Approbation, to publish a Work I
Lhave by me, in the same Volume, Paper and Letter, as the Constitutions
of the Free-Masons was some time ago published; In which are laid
down . . . all the Principles and Rules of this great Science,
whereby Persons of the meanest Capacities . . . will be instructed
to find out the Thoughts, Actions, past or future Fortunes, State of the
Health and Length of Life, of themselves or any Body else.”

The Title-parody upon The Grand Mystery of Free-Masons Discover'd of 1724 and
1725, and the reference to Anderson’s Constitutions of 1723, are sufficiently obvious;
whilst the allusion to certain of Dean Swift’s minor writings will present no puzzle to
the bibliographer.

An Jrish publication, 4 Brief anl Merry History of Great Britain . . .
written Originally in Arvabic . . . Faithfully rendered into English by Mr. Anthony
Hilliar . . . Dublin. Re-Printed by James Hoey, at the Pamphlet-Shop in Skinner
Row, opposite to the Tholsel 1730, contributes very little to our subject, but containg
one item of interest as a Liondon episode in the career of Philip, Duke of Wharton, who
was Grand Master, 1722-23 ;

“A few years since some young Rakes of Quality had found out a very
odd sort of diversion, their Number consisted of twelve Persons, and were
called the Kickixg CrLup; they met at a Wine-house or Tavern near
the Court, from whence about Mid-night they used to sally, dividing
themselves iuto three Parties, four Persons in each. By the Rules of
the Society each Member was in his turn to kick every Man he met, and
on refusal to forfeit a Flask of French Claret for the benefit of the Club.
[This dignified enterprise was at first successful, but proved of short
duration, for] ¢A Nobleman call’d the Duke of W
Forfeits, as not liking the Physiognomy of the Persons that fell to his

n paid eight

turn to kick,” and on his party clancing to meet some young Lawyers
who drew swords and fell upon them, ‘the Duke, as became him, ran
away,” his three companious faring a good deal worse in a physical
sense. It is not surprising to find that, after this, “nothing more was
afterwards heard of this new English exercise.”

The story is corroborative of what Bro. R. F. Gould wrote at 4.Q.C. viil., 21,
that the Duke “ summarily backed out of quarrels which he had done his utmost to
provoke.”

P Also in the British Museum Library. It may be uncertain if the attribution of the Secret
History of 1709 to ““ Ned’ Ward can be supported, and whether the author should not be regarded as
unknown. In 1709 was published The History of the London Clubs, or the Citizen’s Pastime . . . By the
Author of the London Spy, in two parts, each of a few pages only, and apparently issued at separate
times, both reprinted in 1896. Ward was well-known by his London Spy (1699-1703), and it does not
seem probable that he would in the same year—1709-—put forth the two works; one, small and
fragmentary, virtually with his name; the other, a volume of nearly 400 pages, and anonymous,
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The Gentleman’s Magyazine for January, 1732, has this, at page 585 :—

An Account was given in the Papers of a Society who call themselves
Free Sawyers,! and claim Priority to the Free Masons, Gormogons, or
ancient Hums: as dating their standing from the Tower of Babel,
alledging they cut the stones for those mad Builders, the Free Masons.
At their Meetings they have a silver Saw laid on their Table, with this
Motto, Let 7t work.

In the Westminster Journal of May 8th, 1742, appeared The Free-dlason's
Downfall, or, The Restoration of the Szald-Miserables, as an introduction to the well-
known plate,” with its mention of * whether Grand Volgi, Gregorians, Hurlo-
thumbrians, Ubiquarians, Hiccubites, Lnmber-Troopers, or Free-Masons.”

Fraternal Melody, by William Riley, London, 1773.3 was a collection of songs,
“for the usc of The Most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of Free and Accepted
Masons; The Most Noble Ovder of BBucks; The Honorable Order of Select Albious;
The Hounorable Lumber Troop: The Ancient Corporation of Stroud Green; The
Aucient Family of Leeches: The Worthy Court of Do-Right; The Free and Easy
Counsellors under the Caulifiower; &ec., &c., &ec.” ; the author implying in his

preface that he was himself a member of eachh body named 1u his title-page.

4 Compleat and Humorous Account of all the Iemarkable Clubs and Societies in
the Cities of Loidon and [Vestmiuster, From the I ! S——y down to the Lumber-
Troop, §c. The Seventh edition. London, Printed for J. Wren, at the Bible and Croun,
in Salisbury Court, Fleet-street, 1750, has a list of clubs virtually the same as the onc
in The Szcret Ilistory of Clubs (ante), with which it may be classed for all purposes.

In neither work does any reference to I'reemasoury occur.

It was not until the third edition of Laurence Dermott's Ahiman Rezon, 1778,
the Book of Constitutions of the ¢ Autient’ Masous,* that a list of clubs formed part
of the conteuts: there then appeared a list, for the most part a virtual copy of the
catalogues in books already cited, bant with these additions, *Bucks, Gregorians,
Salamanders, Codgers, Old Souls, Cousins, Albion, Free and Kasy, Anti Gallic Masous,
Maccaroni. Choice Spirits, Never Frett, and Kill Care ; the last two being claimed
by Dermott as of his own foundation. which was at least candid, as they fall, like many
others, within his own generic description of ¢ what may be called tippling clubs.”  Two
¢lubs named by Dermott may be worth notice, the following particulars belug
gathered from other sources.

Tur No Nust Cous; founded by a gentleman who admired flat faces. When
the members dined together, a young pig was a favourite and principal item, the snout
Laving always been carefully cut off by the cook.

Tue Sewtr Farrmixe CLup; limited to members who agreed to stint themselves
to the utmost in order to increase their possessions. One member is reported to have
had his garments so darned that therc was not enough of the original material left to
show the texture: and the mewmbers presented so starved aun appearance that it was
said there was not an ounce of fat among them.

14 The term is found in the records of the Carpenters’ Company, 4th December, 1651, * Where-
as the ffree Suwiers have indited a fforreine sawier, ete.””  (4.Q.C. x., 14.)

£ Reproduced at 4.Q.C. xviii., 1-tk

8 A copy is in the Freemasons’ 1all Library.

 Notes on Law. Dermott and his work ; by Bro. W. M, Bywater, 1884.
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There is a long catalogue in The Attic Miscelluny, vols. i. and ii., 1789-90:
an especial reason for its mention being that in this work we find an almost unique
instance of direct connexion between a club professedly of geuneral character and the
Masonic Craft. The list of societies and clubs lLere given numbers fifty-two, Free
Masons being at the head, followed by * Buck Lodges,” of which ninetcen are named.
The list was printed in full at 4.Q.C. iv., 94 (1891).

To other of the societies named by Riley on the title-page of his Fraternal
Melody (ante) 1 refer later, but will here mention that a medal exists bearing
the inscription, *To John Wilkes Esq', Initiated a Member and Invested Chief
Counsellor of the Ancient Family of Leeches. 9 March 1769 . ., . . . This
Badge of Office is presented by the Most Noble Grand Leech the Council and Brethren
of the Supreme and Legislative Court of that Fraternity.” The * Tecches’ claimed
that their patron Nimrod so named them for bringing the vintage to perfection, and
from their propensity to the blood of the grape.!

In passing from these general lists or catalogues to the pavticular clubs, ete., I
must premise that it is impossible within the limits of a paper to assume to approach
the exhaustive; and I shall only deal with, or even mention, those which follow,
because (1) more or less information about them is forthcoming: (2) some marked
peculiarity or significance appears in the title; or (3) indication may be found pointing
in the direction of the Craft. Clubs, -etc., of a political nature, such as the Catves’
Hean Crus, or the Ocroser CLup, are altogether excluded, when known. I may
further say that, beyond what can be gathered from works already named, much has
been derived from the columns of Notes und Queries, more especially of Series Nine.
T have rather avoided modern books dealing with Clubs, in the belief that our present
purpose would be better served by exploring by-paths than by traversing high-roads.

Concerning the Graxp Vorer, otherwise the Goryocoxg, [ can best refer you to
Bro. R. I. Gould’s paper on “ The Duke of Wharton, with which is combined the True
History of the Gormogons,” at 4.(3.C. viii.,, 114 (1895).

Of the Grrcoriaxs, Bro. W. H. Rylands in 1908 told us all there was to know,
at 4.Q.C. xxi., 91.

Last year was published Memoirs of William Hickey,” 1749-1775 (London, Hurst
and Blackett, 1913), in which, at page 119, is the diarist’s own accouunt of his
admission as a Bucik. Writing of the year 1768, about the month of October, he says:

About this period my brother Henry proposed introducing me into a
society lie said he was sure I should like, and in the evening took me to
the Globe Tavern in Craven Street, where 1 was directly initiated as a
Buck, and as Henry had predicted, was much pleased, all being laugh
and pleasantry. I found a set of young men accoutred in splendid orna-
ments, arranged in great form, one who presided being elevated about
three feet above the rest. In about an hour after my admission, all the
business of the meeting being finished, the Lodge was closed, when every
person did as he pleased. Some ordered supperin detached parties of
from three to six, others only drank wine, or punch, as fancy led. The
eating being over, the best singing I ever heard commenced. There I
first had the pleasure to hear Dodd, the player, sing his famous song of

'4.Q.0,, iii., 149n. (1890).
2 A son of Joseph Hickey, the legal adviser of Edmund Burke and Sir Joshua Reynolds; a
member of Dr, Johnson’s * Literary Club’; and the ¢ Special attorney * of Goldsmith’s poem, Retaliation,
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*“Cease rude Boreas,” and a charming performance he made it. He
was followed by Hook, Champnes, Banister, Dibdin, and many other
celebrated voices, who were all Members of the Lodge, which was
distinguished by the name of “The Euphrates.” There I spent a night
of infinite gratification.

Shortly after my admission, John Wilkes, then a prisoner in the
King's Bench,! was proposed as an honorary Brother, which being
unanimously agreed to, a deputation was nominated, of which they did
me the honour to make me one, to communicate the same to him, to pass
through the customary ceremonials and invest him with the Insignia of
the Order. Having given him due notice, we two days after waited
upon him in his apartments in the King's Bench Prison, where he
received us most gracionsly, expressed himself highly honoured and
flattered by the attention of so ancient and respectable a society as the
Bucks, upon which he bestowed an elegant enconium. Of his speech he,
upon our special request, gave a copy in writing, which we begged his
permission to have inserted in the registry of the Liodge, which was done
accordingly. There were many other Lodges in London, all of which
occasionally visited each other in all theirstate. In November, the Lodge
called * The Macedonian,” gave a very splendid entertainment at the
London tavern to upwards of 600 ladies and gentlemen, at which I was

present.

In Retrospections of the Stage, by the late John Bernard . . . . formerly
Secretary to the Beef-steak Club, 1830, is the following :

1788-89, was my second winterin London, the first event of which worthy
to be recorded in these pages, was my becoming a member of the “ Bucks’
Lodge,” Cateaton Street,—a society that, for the harmony and hilarity
of its meeting, had few superiors in the metropolis. The anniversary

ball and supper was given on a scale of great elegance.

In 1909 the arms on a seal of the Royal Hanoverian Lodge of Bucks, which
had descended to the possessor from a former Secretary who lived 1784-1869, were
described as, a horse couraut, on the sinister side of the shield a sword, and on the
dexter side a mace; Crest, a stag’s head cabossed, and the motto “ Weobey ”; all
within an oval band bearing the words “Royal Hanoverian Lodge of Bucks’; no
tinctures. Tokens exhibiting the Order are in Atkins' T'radesmens’ Tokens of the
Eighteenth Century, page 147.

Reference should be made to Bro. W. H. Rylands’ paper, ©“ A Forgotten Rival
of Masonry : The Noble Order of Bucks,” 4.Q.C. iii., 140 (1890).

The Gentleman’s Magazine for January, 1800, has an obituary notice of a Dr.
Frederick De Landre (or Delander) who died at the age of 84, a Swede by birth and
apparently a musician by profession, but resident most of his life in England, whieh
says, * Early in life e was fond of pleasure, and used to exult to the last on his former
enjoyments; lie became successively a Buck, Odd-fellow, Briton, and at last a Free-
mason, On the good intentions of the latter he loved to expatiate, but was unable to
give good reasons.”

! Wilkes was in this prison from June, 1768, to April, 1770, for publishing likels.
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Notes on the UsrQuarisxs are in Miscellanea Latomorum, O.8. (1912), pages 46
and 73.

Hiccesrres (or Hicconrrrs). Mackenzie says?! that the brethren of this most
ancient and joyous order held their gemeral court on 5th December, 1750, at the Sun
Tavern, Fish Street Hill. A Chester newspaper of 17th January, 1769, contained the
announcement, “ A Chapter of the Most Ancient and Honorable Order of Hiceobites will
be holden at the Talbot on Tuesday the 31st iust.”® An undated London publication,
which has been ascribed to 1749, bears the title, The Merry Medley, or a Christmas Box
for Gay GQallants and Good Companions. . . . . Dedicated to the Lovers of Fun and
Good Fellowship by C. TF., President of the Comical Club in Covent Gardemn, and a
true Hiccobite.” -

The Luyper TroopkRs numbered as a member William Hogarth the painter
(1697-1764), who was one of our Grand Stewardsin 17353 and the “ Lumber Troop
Arms” are the subject of one of his prints. This institution is stated to have existed
as late as 1859, when its books, portraits, arms, and curiosities were sold at Christie's
for £38 odd, though valued in 1842 at over £300. Its extinction appears to have
coincided with the death of Richard Taylor, F.8.A., a common-councilman of the City
for thirty-five years, and a founder of the City of London School, who was Colonel of
the Troop. An account of the origin of its name is given in the Afiic Miscellany for
April, 1791, which states, amongst other things, that about the beginning of the
eighteenth century they attached themselves as a volunteer corps tothe City Trained
Bands but “not one of them counld be brought to understand so much of the necessary
discipline as to be intrusted with any powder in his cartonch-box. . . . They talk
of a Shadock Shalmardine as their founder, and refer to bis tomb at the north gate of
St. Bride’s Church, Fleet Street. . . . Their arms are supported by Bacchus and
Ceres:; the shield is charged with a Punch Bowl, between a Moon, a Star, and
Lanthorn :—the liquor to drink, and get drunk ; the moon or stars, to light them home,

3y

or for lack of either, a lanthorn. Their motto is ‘ Nocte Latamur, In January,
1883, Mvr. T. C. Noble, author of History of the Ironmongers’ Comgany, ete., had in his
possession the Book of Rules, on vellum, and stated that it was his intention to write
the history of the Society, with ‘ hithertoo unknown facts in connection with its
political importance in the City of London.”

Of the Sawsoxic SocieTy, which in 1789 was held weekly, it is stated, « Here as
amongst the Codgers, Old Souls, and other equally respectable mectings, may be
frequently found Sir Watkin, the most Samsonic of theirnumber”. If the reference had
been Welsh, the identity of * Sir Walkin ” would have been self-evident ; but there
can be no doubt that the name pointed here to Sir Watkin Lewes, who on November
5th, 1781, being then Lord Mayor and M.P. for the City of London, was “ ballotted for
and being unanimously accepted was initiated into the first two Degrees of Masonry
in tbe Lodge of Emulation, and in 1788 joined the Grand Master’'s Lodge, No. 1, being
a little later Grand Warden of the ¢ Autient’ Grand Lodge* He was also connected
with the “ Royal Grand Arch Constitutional Sols” (4.Q.C. xxv., 27, 29.).

More than a passing word should be given to the Ropin Hoop Socrery, from a
curious engraving of 1752, representing one of its meetings, having alveady appeared
in A4.Q.C. xx., opposite page 28, where at page 30 it was noticed by Bro. Simpson as

! Royal Masonic Cyclopaedia, 1877, 312,
2 Armstrong’s History of Freemasonry in Cheshire, 1901.
% There i3 a paper on ** William Hogarth and Freemasonry’

1908-9, 102-118.
4 Sadler’s History of the Lodge of Emulation, No. 21 (1906), 81.

>

in Lodge of Research Transactions,
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probably established in 1613, and some details were given from the Society's History,
published 1764. A copy of this work has been kindly lent to me by Bro. Dr.
Chetwode Crawley, from which T find “Orator” Henley was a member. Of this
somewhat notorious worthy both his initiation into the Craft and his appointment as
Chaplain are recorded in newspapers of 1730 and 1733,1 but no official record of either

event exists. In the Gentleman’s Magazine for April, 1754, 154, a contributor wrote :—

I went last night to the Robin Hood . . . whereit is nsual for the
advocates against religion to assemble and openly avow their infidelity.

As this Society is chiefly composed of lawyers’ clerks, petty
tradesmen, and the lowest mechanics, I was at first surprised to find
such amazing erndition among them.

In the same Magazine for January, 1792, Sir Joseph Mawbey,® alluding to about the
year 1750—practically the same datc as above—says:

I had attended . . . the Robin Hood Society for disputation near
Temple Bar . . . At this Society Mr. Foote, Sir Francis Blake
Delaval and his brothers, Mr. Macklin, Mr. Tracey, Mr. George
Alexander Stevens, Mr. Woodward, and many fashionable and literary
men of the time, nsnally appeared and often spoke.

Yet a third reference is contained in the diary of Robert Smith (1742—1832), the
father of James and Horace Smith, of Rejected Addresses, who thus writes of the
period 1765—1769 :

I was often entertained, not to say instructed, at the debating society
called the ¢ Robin Hood,” in Butcher Row, Temple Bar. . . . Atthe
“Robin Hood” I have seen some of the first characters in point of rank
and science, but the greater part consisted of those who appeared to be
attracted by no higlher motive than curiosity. The price of admission
was sixpence: for which sum each person has a right to join in the
debates, and to a sup at the porter-pot when handed about. The
chairman had standing before him a five-minute” glass, which,
when the sand was run out, he turned as a signal to the speaker to draw
his arguments to a conclusion. Upon the whole, the business of the
evening was conducted with great regularity ; and at the breaking up of
the assembly, the chairman, with some of the members of the society,
retired to another room to sup.?®

An Uawy, or UgLy-racep CLuB appears prominently in the earlier London lists,
and the idea involved seems to have been found attractive, as Hone's Table Book
mentions an “ Ugly Club” of New York, and gives an account of a “Charlestown
Ugly Club,” belonging to the period of the war between America and Great Britain.*
Buat a good deal of information reaches ns as to one similar association in our own
conntry through the original minute-book of ¢ Ye Ugly Face Clubb, Leverpoole, 1743—

1 4.Q.C. xi., 31 ; xxv., 365, 369.

2(1730-1798) M.P. for Southwark, 1761-74; for Surrey, 1775.90; created a baronet, 1765. His
portrait is in the European Magazine for March, 1787.

3 James and Horace Smith, joint authorz of ** Rejected Addiesses,” by Arthur H, Beavan (1899), 12,
In his diary Robert Smith wrote “[1776] May 23. Dedication of Freemason's Hall, Great Queen Street,

My friend Poole and myeelf, we being hoth of the craft,attended in our appropriate dresses,”
1 Pages 264, 468.
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1793, lately reprinted.! This club was formed at the Exchange Coffee House,
Liverpool, January 21lst, 1743-4, when “Laws and Rules,” twenty in number, were
agreed to. IFrom them may be quoted (No.l) That no person shall be admitted a
member of this Society that is not a Batchelor, a Man of Ionor, a facetious
disposition, (No. 2) And that has not something odd. remarkable, Drol or out of the
way in his Phiz [etc.]. (No.1l) That when any member marries he shall forfeit ten
shillings and sixpence for the use of this Society. (No. 13) That any widdower
being qualify’'d in an extraordinary manner may be admitted into the Society if
approved by the Majority of Members; and a fine of threepence was imposed for
non-attendance at a regnlar meeting. A table or schedule of fifty-five members, with
what we may suppose to be a verbal photograplh of cacl, is in the minute-book, and
affords entertaining reading. I will take the description of a member admitted July
22nd, 1751.—* Mr. John Wood, of Liverpool, Architect. A stone colom’d Complexion.
A Dimple in his Attick Story. The Pillasters of his face fluted, Tortoise ey'd, a
prominent Nose, Wild Grin, and face altogether resembling a badger, and finer tho’
smaller, than Sir Chris®* Wren or Inego Jones’s.” A Mr. William Penket (variously
spelt Penkett and Penketh), perhaps of the family of the Mr. Richard Penket who
was Warden of the Lodge of Freemasons at Warrington that admitted Elias Ashmole
as a member on October 16th, 1646, was an original member of the club. He is
described in the minute-book as a merchant, and as possessing, “ A Dark Sallow
Complexion. A very large prominent Nose, awry, rising in the middle like a Camel’s
Hunch. Bloaded Cheecks. Thick Lips. A very odd Grin.” This eligible single
gentleman in April, 1744, paid a fine upon his marriage, at the same time as another
member, Robert Fillingham, described as ““ His Countenance hard, Stern, and crabbed.
In every respect extremely well qualifyd.” Attendances and fines arc given to
1748-9, and the accounts to 1753 ; the latter show that the expenditure included the
purchase of a State Lottery * Tickett,” No. 44789, which cost £11 3s. 0d., and is
credited with one per contrdi receipt of £9, “on acconnt.” No reasons are assigned
for the decline and fall of the club: and this carfons insight into some eighteenth-
century manners has been afforded by the discovery of the old minute-book in 1887.

The Howrvs Crve may be rvead about in Personal Remimiscences. . . . by
Dryse Lockhart Gordon, 1830, and also in The Life and Interprises of Robert William
FElliston [the Actor]. by George Raymond, 1844. 1t was founded about the year 1800
by James Perry (1756—1821), well-known as editor of the “ Morning Chronicle,” in
conjunction with Theodore Hook. The following particulars are given:—

When a new member was proposed, he was admitted blindfolded with
much ceremony. He was then condncted by a member to the bottom of
a large apartment, whence he mounted a dozen of almost perpendicular
steps, being warned that if he slipped he wounld inevitably break his
neck. When the candidate had ascended the very summit of the tottering
fabric, the bandage was suddenly snatched from his eyes, and he found
himself standing on a platform of about a foot square, elevated some ten
feet above the inguisitors. Around the table below were sitting the
president, his secretary, and twelve judges, all masked, with beards as
low as their knees, and black gowns. In the centre of the table was a
cauldron of spirits of wine which tbrew an infernal glare around.

! Liverpool, Edward Howell, 1912,
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Certain questions were then put to the candidate, which if he answered
satisfactorily, and respectfully bowed three times in the act of
descending, lie was daly declared a member of the body. As none of
these things were possible, no candidate ever succeeding in passing his
examination, but grace was usually extended. This examination is
related by Elliston as having taken place in his presence:—

Pray, Sir, were you present at your birth ?

No; I was a changeling before I was born.

Pray, Sir, what is the stock of wisdom you purpose investing
in this Society ?

I came here to get wisdom.

O OO

Trne; you are of that class which experience sometimes
renders wise.

The Hnmbug Club, however, became too mixed, and many disagreeable persons got
into it; so that it died a natural death after the second year.

A rather earlier body of the kind is thus described in Bernard’s Retrospections
(ante) ;

1790-91. Lord Barrymore, to keep around him a choice collection of
convivial and eccentric spirits, instituted the Broe-Borrne CLUB, or as
it was more commounly termed, Tug Huwpugs, which was held at a
tavern under the Piazzas. The name of HumBogs was given to it on
account of the manner in which every new member was initiated. The
system was to introduce two candidates at a time, and to set them
quarrelling as soon as they were seated. It did not signify on how
trivial a point the difference originated ; the members, expert in roguery,
would by taking opposite sides aggravate the matter till it assumed the
aspect of insult; and the disputants were urged from argument to
proceed to epithets, and from epithets to blows; when the noble
supervisor of this farce interfered, took the strangers by the hand, and
told them “ they were both humbugged,” and had become members.

There were several different clubs in whose title the phrase * Free and Easy”
formed part; a few of them are noted at 4.Q.C. xxvi,, 4, 84, 216. In Fifty Years
Recollections of an Old Bookseller [by William West], 1835, we are told of Tug Fren
axp Easy CouwseLrors oNDER THE CAULIFLOWER, meeting near Newgate Street, and
having as permanent secretary, Mr. Christopher Brown, nearly all his life an assistant
to the publisbing firm of Longman, and whose son became a partner in 1811, The
secretaryship was conferred on him as a permanency, “owing to his mnatural
cheerfulness, the suavity of his manners, and amiability of disposition (to which
was added a great portion of humour), and never was there a society conducted
with more decorum or prudence It consisted of steady men of business who at
that time had vetired from fatigue, and enjoyed a glass in moderation, a pipe,
and a cheerful song.” The portrait of this admirable secretary was painted about
1784, and illustrates the above work. A large caulifiower painted on tbe ceiling of
the club-room is explained as representing the caunliflower-top on the gallon of porter
which was paid for by every member who sat under it at his initiation. A medal of
1796, bearing the words * Cabbage Society,” has been thought to be connected with
this or some kindred body. »
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I have met with but one club which seemed to possess a claim to direct and
avowed connexion with the Craft; Tue Je Nz Sats Quor (or as elsewhere printed
JB NE Sca1 Quor) Club, which so late as 1797 was held at the Star and Garter Tavern, Pall
Mall. Of this a description appeared in 1790 in the Attic Miscellany, vol. ii., 313—14,
which stated that the club had been then formed three or four years, with H.R.H.,
the Prince of Wales as Perpetual Chairman ; the members being :

Duke of York Colonel St Leger

Duke of Clarence Colonel Hulks (Hulse)
Duke of Orleans Sir Charles Asgill

Duke of Norfolk Captain Tinker

Duke of Bedford Mr. Warton of Yorkshire
Duake of Dorset Mr. Hinersley the Banker
Lord Caven (sic) Mr. Sheridan

Lord Rawdon Mr. H. Aston

Lord Barrymore Captain Payne

¢ . . 5
“and several other great and distingnished Noblemen and Gentlemen,” whose names
are not given. The following extracts are taken from the source named :—

Most of the members, if not all, being free and accepted Masons, His
Royal Highness frequently forms Lodges, where the sublime business,
of that antient and highly honoured fraternity is carried on with
masterly magnificence; where friendship, love, nobility of soul, universal
benevolence, and all the sublime and raling attributes of Masonic Science,
diffuse their most sacred influence: where the unqualified eye cannot
penetrate; where the impure ear is uunsusceptible of sound; of which
the prophane tongue dare not utter; and to which the unenlightened
imagination cannot extend.

The Club dinners, as may be supposed, are in every respect
adequate to the consequence of the members who compose it. Two
courses and a desert of the clioicest viands, and wines of the first growth
and specie; but as the formality of regular suppers would impede the
evening harmony, broiled bones, and some other trifling articles are
served up.

The Je Ne Scai Quoi Club differs in one respect from every other;
there is no specific qualification ; neither is there any ballot for members;
the Royal President proposes whom he thinks proper; and such persons
are of conrse approved of. The Secretaries are Captain Morris and
Captain Sutton; by whose vocal powers and pleasantry the meetings are

ever harmonized and enlightened.

Taking the list of members so far as given, Lord Rawdon (1754-1826), who
succeeded to the Irish earldom of Moira in 1793, and was created Marquis of Hastings
in 1817, was Acting Grand Master of the English Craft from 1790 to 1818; and the
following were members of the Prince of Wales's Lodge, founded by the Prince in 1787,
three years before his election as Grand Master in 1790,—the Dukes of York and
Clarence; Colonel St. Leger; Colonel Hulse (**Hulks” is an obvious misprint); and
Mr. Thomas Hammersley (misprinted “Hinersley.”).l Colonel John Hayes St. Leger
was of the same family as the Hon. Elizabeth St. Leger, afterwards Mrs. Aldworth,

! Fenn’s Prince of Wales's Lodge, No, 259 (1890), passin.
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the “ Lady Freemason,”? and as * Haudsome Jack” was kuown as a personal friend
and associate of the royal brothiers; Col. (afterwards Sir) Samuel Hulse (1747-1837),
Treasurer to the Prince, created a Field Marshal in 1830, was Prov.G.M. of Sussex
1788-1813, of Kent 1814-1829, and Deputy Master of the Prince of Wales’s Lodge 1787-
1820. The same volume of the Attic Miscellany contains, pages 73-80—¢ A Dissertation
on Free-Masoury, addresscd to George Prince of Wales, Grand-Master of England,”
and signed <A IFrec and Accepted Mason.” Charles Dignum, then a well-known
professional vocalist, who sang at the *“ Je-Ne-Scal-Quoi Clubb,”* became a member of
the Grand Master’s Lodge in 1790.3

Tlhe summons of an AronLoxiax Lopck, esisting at Great Yarmouth about
1800, furnished us with a paper by Bro. J. 15, S. Tuckett, at .1.Q.C., xxvi., 31. (1813).

The late Mr. Evelyn Philip Shirley, in 1878, communicated to Notes and Queries
(5th S. x., 65), the following list, which had becn found by him in a MS. book of that
period :—
Lemarkable Clubs and Socivties, 17485.

Free-Masous The Potentisignittarians
Modern Free-Masous Rewlands

Antiquarians Catch’embytes
Gregorians Porcuses

Ubiquarians Blacks

Itinerants Brothers of the Wacut 4
Anti-Gallicans Columbarians

Knights of the Golden Fleece ~ Amicable Society
Puarple Society Bucks

Lumber Troop Callieses

Hungarians Knights of the Fan
Volunteers Birthmariaus
Hannoverians (sic) Knights of St. Anthony of Padua

Prussian Guard da Corps

1 copy this list in its entirety, as though it comprises some alveady dealt with,
thie association of these with the others mentioned may be interesting, aud perhaps useful.
A few of those named above appear beyond the range of conjecture: the *“ Rewrpaxps™
are probably identical with ¢ the Ancient and Honourable Family of the Rowlands,”
noted by Bro. I'. W. Levander at 4.Q.C. xxv., 9.

The Itinsgaxts ocenr in Tur Tnrosy, a (‘ollection of Songs, London, 1749.5

“ ltinerants we are, and merrily agree
There's ne’er a Club around the Globe more happy are and free.”

Lists of Clubs and Societies, compiled by Mr. J. Holden MacMichael, are con-
tained in several volumes of Notes and (Queries, from 1899 to 1903 (9th S. iv.-x1.), and,
while they include several which have been previously mentioned, have supplied me
with substantial additions. The dates and passages lhere placed within inverted
commas are given by Mr. MacMichael; those which are not so marked 1 have
obtained from other sources.

! See A{.¢).C. viii.,, 16, 53 ; xxvi, 1L Lodge of Research Fransuctions, 1907-8, 57.

2 Notes and Queries, 3rd S. v., 208 (1864).

# Belton’s (¢rand Master's Ludye, No, 1 (1807), 8.

* See post.

I have here and elsewhere availed myself of Bro. Levander’s paper on The Jerusalem Solzx, and
some otlier London Socicties of the Eighteenilh Cendiry, at the above reference.

®I am indebted to Bro. W. John Songliurst for this veference.
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ABECEDARIANS ; “a meeting called by newspaper advertisement, February 1742.7
Tue Brersteax Crun. I only pause at this familiar title to note that the
“Sublime Society of Beefsteaks” flonrished from 1735 to 1869; and that local Beef-
steak Clubs are recorded at Chelmsford in 1768; at the Hole-in-the-Wall, Norwich,

ab the beginning of the nineteenth century: and at Cambridge.}

Brerurey or THE W.AV.C.T. “Reference lost: about middle of eightecnth
century ; for what did the initial letters staund 77

This may afford a partial solution of the mysterious *“ Brothers of the Wacut,”
in Mr. E. P. Shirley’s list, ante.

Tae Crry or Lusmixcrow, “called after a London brewer of that name (hence
‘lush’). There is, or was, a mural tablet at the ¢ Old Harp,” Russell Street, Bedford
Garden, to the memory of a theatrical agent, Sir Williawm Sims, who died February 9th,
1741, aged 54; he was thrice Lord Mayor of Lushington. The Lushington Society
was presided over by a Lord Mayor and four Aldermen, who were elected annually.”
A correspondent afterwards wrote that so late as 1877 he was ‘made free of the City
of Lushington, and entered as of the Juniper Ward.” The late Mark l.emon introdunced
into his novel, Wait for the End (1863), volume ii., chapter 1, a description of the
*Old Harp' tavern, under the name of ‘ The Livre,” which mentioned the division of
its chief room into four Compartments, or Wards, one of them being styled *The
Juniper Ward’; and the Hogarthian designs with which these were decorated,—* the
strange fancy of a poor lost scene-painter.”

Tue Cockep Har CrLus: *“an offshoot of the Society of Antiquaries : apparently
a very exclusive coterie.” *‘The Magna Charta of the Cocked Hat Club, 1868,” is iu
the British Museum Library, and limits the members to twenty.

Ture Coxser CrLun: “limited to five booksellers met at the Old Chapter Coftee
House and Tavern, Paternoster Row, 1715,

T Darry Crup. Ninety years ago the prize-fighting fraternity had a club of
their own called the Daffy Club, which met at the Castle Tavern, Holborn, then kept
by the famous boxers, Tom Belcher and Tom Spring.? ¢ The Daffy Club, or a Musical
Muster of the Fancy,” is the title of one of the coloured plates in The English Spy,
1825.

Tue Icuvsteiovs Sociery or Kecestrics: “beginning of the 19th century ;
Sheridan was a member.”

The following is from My Life and Recollec/ions, by the Hon. Grantley F.
Bevkeley (1866), vol. iii., 152

Many years ago there used to assemble at a tavern near S* Martin's
Lane a lot of individuals who called themselves ¢ Idccentrics.” They
met of an evening, and the ordinary amusement was a mock trial, after
the maunner of that with which the self-styled Judge [*chief Baron ]
Nicholson made us more than sufficiently familiar. The assembly was
a mixed one; a few clever men, and the rest mere idlers. * Sir and
Brother” was the form of address of the members to each other, if my
memory does not fail me: but they drank their grog, ate their kidueys,
and shared in the conversation without betraying niore eccentricity than
the ordinary frequenters of Evang’s, or any similar place of resort.

! London Clubs, by Ralph Nevill (1911).
2 London Clubs, by Ralph Nevill (1911).



38 Transactions of the Quatuor Coronati Lodge.

Trr IFrer axp Easy Jonnsl

Tre Free axp Easy Uxper THe Lans ; ¢ 1801.7

THE Sociery orF 1t Frenr AXD Joasy Rounp TiHE Rosk. In his Memoirs, 1824,
Joseph Brasbridge, a silversmith in Fleet Street, mentions this as founded sixty years
before, at the Queen’s Arms in St. Paul's Churchyard, and afterwards removed to the
Horn Tavern. He says, “it consisted of some thousand members.” Sir Watkin
Lewes was a member.

THE GaNc ; 37847

Tee Hoox axp Eye CLun,

Tue Huypruy CLub; a cheerful body which used to meet early in the evening,
when the members sat smoking pipes until midnight, observing strict silence all the
time.

Tre Kxicars Comravioy oF THE MosT HoxOUGRABLE ORDER OF THE HORSESHOE ;
“met in 1782,

Tne Keer-tae-Lixe CLus; “early in 19t centary.”

Kxienars oF 1HE Brusw; wlose meetings about 1787 were noted by Bro. F. W.
Levander at 4.Q.C. xxv., 10.

Kniours or THE GoLpexy Frrece; ““an advertisement dated 1742.” It may be
recollected that tlie name is conspicuous on the title-page of The Secret History of Clubs,
1709, ante.

KnigaTs oF THE SquaRE Cars; “early 19% century.”

Tne Nosoby Crun; possibly ““ The Club of Nobody’s Friends,” as to which see
4.Q.C. xxv., 163. In April, 1912. there was annonnced in the London newspapers the
formation of a “ Nobodies Club,” ostensibly to ‘“make concrete in some degree the
ideal of universal brotherhood and racial amity.”

Tue Noviomacians. Particulars of this are contained in A Tender Tribute to the
memory of Sir Benjamin Ward Richardson, M.D., F.R.S., F.S.A* . . . . [together
with a shovt history of the origin and formation of The Noviomagian Sociely, founded in
1828, by George T. Wright, F.S. 4. (1897), where it is described as a dining club,
founded by Thomas Crofton Croker (1798—1854), the Irish archmologist and author,
taking its name from the Roman station and city of Noviomagus, named by Antoninus,
and claimed to have been recently discovered in Kent, and membership being strictly
confined to Fellows of the Society of Antiquaries. Sir BB. W. Richardson, a member
of our Quatuor Coronati Lodge, from 1889 to his death on November 21lst, 1896,
was Lord High President and State Physician Extraordinary of the ¢ Citizens of
Noviomagus.” The anniversary meeting of the society, in 1844, was held at St. Albans;
and the tombstone of William Jerdan (1782—1869), for thirty-four years editor
of ““The Literary Gazette,” in the churchyard of Bushey, Herts. records its erection
“as a tribute to his memory by his Friends and Associates in the Society of
Noviomagus.'s

Trae OcTiNiax SocieTy : “established 1818.”

Tae Crup or OwLs: noted by Bro. Levander, 4.Q.C. xxv., 15.

Tae Proven axp Steag Crum; «“1797.7

! A membership card of Free and Easy Johns, dated 1833, is illustrated at 4.Q.C. xxvi,, 4 (1913).
Bro. J. A. 8. Scott, of Newcastle-on-Tyne, has informed me that there was a Society of Free and Easy
Johns at Newcastle in 1785, the printed Rules of which have been preserved; alsothose of a local
Masonic Friendly Society in 1807. See, ante, for Free and Easy Societies. .
400 ';Mzmber of Quatuor Coronati Lodge, 1889-1896. For obituary notice and portrait, see

3 Jerdan became of the Craft in Canongate Kilwinning when residing at Edinburgh, 1802-5
(dutobiography, 1852).
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Trae Quees's Arws (or StrouD GREEN) Crur; ¢ Stroud Green was formerly
visited annually by the members of a Society who styled themselves ‘ the Lord Mayor,
Aldermen, and Corporation of Stroud Green,’ and met at the Queen’s Arms, Newgate
Street. . . . . This became the means of drawing a number of persons to Stroud
Green, the scene by degrees assuming the features of a country fair. But the practice
had been discontinued when, in 1835, Cromwell published his ¢ Walks through
London.””

The following names and particulars will be found on various pages of The
Royal Masonic Cyclopasdia, 1877, by the late Bro. Kenneth R. H. Mackenzie, who
appears to have regarded them, with others already mentioned, as mostly formed
either in imitation or derision of the Craft.

Orper or tHE Osx; instituted about 1625, having for its object antiquarian
pursuits and the preservation of ancient monuments, “and thus allied to the Masonic
principle.”

Tre Lovar axp Friexpry Soctery oF BrLur axp ORANGE ; met in 1742, at Kouli
Khan’s Head, Leicester Fields.!

Mey oF KENT; a society held at the Fountain Tavern, Bartholomew Lane,
1743.

Trve Brirons; The Honourable Corporation held their annual feast at the
Three Kings in the Minories, 1743, being Lord Mayor's Day, Old Style.

Cat anp Bageierax SccereTy ; existed about 1750, meeting at their office in the
Great Western Road. In their summons, published in the daily papers, it was added
the kittens might come with the old cats without fear of being scratched.

CoprEADs ; in London, about 1750.
Coxrts’s Court; about 1750, at the Half Moon Tavern, Cheapside.
Ratvpow, The Most Ancient Order of the; a society held in Moorfields in 1760.

Tae VENERABLE SOCIETY oF Huwmpres; met at Bro. Hallam's in Goodman’s
Fields, from 1763. [Apparently distinct from the later Huonbue Cruns, ante.]

Saramaxvers; used to meet about 1770, at the Bull and Anchor, near
Hammersmith.

Tue Fraterxity oF UNiteED Friars; originally established at Norwich in 1785,
with a view, as the prospectus says, * to the cultivation of a liberal and rational
system of good fellowship,” and flourishing in that city for many years, the place of
meeting being known as the College of St. Luke. . . . Several gentlemen of
learning and standing in London placed themselves in communication with the Norwich
fraternity, and from 1&18 to 1824 appear to have met at the College of St. Mark, in
Great St. Helens. The Norwich Secretary’s Almoner’s book records that from 1796
to 1820 over £3000 were expeuded on food distributed to the poor. The London
College appears to have died a natural death about 1825.

Taer OrRDER OF JEOPARDY ; in Liambeth, about 1818. A halter was drawn tightly
round the candidate’s neck, and his braces were unbuattoned.

The following are given by Macken:ie as of the cighteenth century, generally
midiway in that period.

! As to Kouli Khan (another name for Nadir Shah, usurper of the Persian monarchy), see
Bro. R. F. Gould in 4.Q.C. viii., 130. ‘
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Tur CavaBarirys, The Very Houourable Order of the; at the Magpie Tavern,
without Bishopsgate. Tle President sat astride u hobby-horse with a fool's cap on his
head, and kept order by striking Lhe table with a knotted whip.

Frwzanerus: who commemorated the anniversary of Queen Elizabeth at the
sign of her head at TTicks’s Hall, in a room said to be thatin which she hadreceived her
juvenile education.

Forrocks : a nautical society, with passwords, instituted among sailors of the
commercial navy for protection against press-gangs.

Tie Lorostay Sociiny ; met at Lob Hall, at the King and Queen, Norton Folgate,
by order of Lob the Great.

ResvrrierioNists, Order of; a friendly order meeting at the North Pole in
Oxford Street, for the purpose of reviving antiquated ideas, and where valuable,
reintroducing them to the world.

Tne Osper oF Rursoscerr; meeting fortnightly in the City, under the
presidency of the Principal Pachyderm. If any were thin-skinned, they were at once
rejected.

Tue ToBACCOLOGICAL SOCIRTY; a semi-masonic society, with four degrees. The
symbolism of the tobacco-plant formed the basis of moral instrnction. “The
catechism of this curious Society is still extant.”

Tur Verxox1avs; met at the Rose Tavern, Cheapside.

Mackenzie also names, but gives no particulars of, Kxmants oF Pyrmras and
Uxitep Drxes oF CuristENpoM: and mentions,

Moxks oF THE SCREW: a burlesque society established in Ireland towards the
close of the eighteenth century, allnsions to which may be found in the novels of
Charles Lever. Said to have been founded by Lord Avonmore, as also a similar club
of the same name at Newmarket.

From various sources mention or information has been forthcoming! of

Tur Evervasrine CLun: which professed to go on for ever, being kept open all
night and day throughout the year, the members being limited to one hundred, who
divided the day amongst themselves in such a fashion that there were always some of
them on the premises: and the fire for lighting the members’ pipes was never allowed
to go out. A fire is said to have put an end to this institution, when the premises
were nearly burned down, and the only member present nearly lost his life because he
refused to leave before he had emiptied all the bottles on the table. Duaring the fifty
years of its existence, the members smoked fifty tons of tobacco, drank 30,000 butts of
ale, 1,000 pipes of port, and 200 barrels of brandy, in addition to other liquors

TrE Savoir Vivee Crut: formed about 1762 by men of fashion who had made
the grand tonr, and only mentioned now becanse when, later on, the club-house was
turned into a public-house, popular p]‘onunéi&ﬁon was not long in bestowing upon it
the appellation of the  Savoy Weaver.”

Tue Kxteurs or tHEE Gonpex Moox; advertised their anniversary dinner in
October, 1787 (4.Q.C. xxv., 11). They became extinet in 1810. Woodford's Masonic
Cyclopeedia (1878), 388, says on the authority of Mackey, that it was a mock-masonic
society. In the Freemasons' Magazine, September 8th, 1858, 464, the late Bro. Hyde
Clarke stated that “ Mr. John Wingham, the last surviving Knight of the Moon, died
about 1827.”

! Sometimes from newspaper articles and paragraphs of recent years.
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Tae Bisirorsuare Wagrp Crun; said to date back to 1790, and to have the
following in its early written minutes:  After vote of thanks, the Chairman vacated
the chair: at that there was not less than three untonched bottles of grog upon the
table : whether it was all drank, and what extraordinary scenes followed, the Secretary
having left the room, aud it being past the statute hour, he does not feel competent,
nor does he feel it his duty, to record.”

Tur SosEr Socigry; a gniding rule of which provided that the bill should
be called for and paid at eleven o’clock, after which lour everyone might do as he
inclined, 7.e., retire, or remain as long as he chose. The Socicty seems to have existed
in London, in 1844, and to he able to claim antiquity, as it possessed an eighteenth
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century book-plate in the Chippendale style, with the motto Virtus tandem Tigebit, of
which but two examples appear to be known; one of them bearing the date 1747.1 James
Boswell, biographer of Dr. Johnson, was the founder, apparently in Kdinburgh, of a
jovial society called Tur Soarixg CGurn, from a proverbial phrase, ““ Let every man
soap his own beard,” and thence called himself “ King of the Soapers.’*

A *“ Manuscript of the Orper or Nursoxics,” with their rules, lectures, ete., is
affirmed to have been in existence in 1800. As to whether Admiral Lord Nelson was
a member of the Craft, see 4.Q.C. ix., 27 ; xii,, 109. In Lodge of Research Transactions,
1905-6, 103, the late Bro. W. J. Hughan wrote, *“ The heliet which is so general, that
Nelson was a member of the ‘ mystic tie,” is doubtless due to a fine medal which was
struck, known as the ¢ Nelsonic Crimson Oakes.’ The emblems are declared to be of
a masonic character, but they would do equally well for a friendly or beuefit society.”

! Reprodnced from the Journal of the E.-Libris Society, by permission of Mr. W, H. K. Wright,
of Plymouth. Mr. Wright has some amusing references to various clubs in town and country in the

introdactory chapter to his Pleasantiies from the ** Blue Box,” 1801,
? Dictionary of National Biography, v., 431 (1886).
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TrE No-Pay-No-Liquor CLop; at the Queen and Artichoke, Hampstead Road;
the members on joining paid an entrance fee of one shilling, and were compelled to
wear a hat shaped like a quart-pot.

Tae Lirrie Crus; intended for those less than five feet in height, the furniture
being in proportion, and the door made high enough to admit a person of five feet, but
no more, To “brush your foretop ™ on entering disqualified for membership.

Tre Surry CLon; had its meeting-place near Billingsgate Fish Market, the
members being confined to cabmen, carmen, and watermen, who came together weekly
to exercise the art of abusive language, in order that they might not lose the reputation
they had gained. Any member declared guilty of counrtesy or politeness had a fine
inflicted upon him.

In the Daily Advertiser of 1st March, 1730, was the advertisement, ¢ This day
the Soc1ETY oF AncieENT Britovs, according to annnal custom, will go in a body to the
parish church of St Paul’s, Covent Garden, and after Divine Service, will proceed to
Leathersellers’ Hall, where a magnificent entertainment will be provided for them.”
In 1816 this society presented its Treasurer with a handsome silver vase, described at
A.Q.C. xxiv., 205 (1911), the inscriptions on which justify the society’s claim to the
word ¢ Loyal "’ in its title as there given in full.

The particulars of the InprovED OrDER oF OLp FrIE¥Ds, given at 4.Q.C. xix,
92; xxiil,, 97; and xxvi, 29, will repay reference to them. A large silver medal or
engraved plate worn by officers is illustrated in the Masonic Monthly, 1882, 342.

The K§1GuTs 0F THE FOUNTAIN, or KNIGHTS oF THE PrErnEss Poot, were formed
in 1332, and claimed some association with romance. Their Origin and History, with
a view of the ceremonies appertaining to the Hall and meetings, London, 1836, narrates
that after the Crusades, Knights of the Fountain, who had under Godfrey de Bouillon
been appointed to protect the pools of Solomon in the Holy Land, returned to England
and encamped near the Perilous Pool, to the north of what was then London, and
built a castle, a monument being there erected to Baldwin II., King of Jerusalem,
and the adjoining lands taking the name of Baldwin Fields, until in process of time
streets were formed, one of which is the present Baldwin Street, E.C. These Knights
were disbanded at the dissolution of monasteries, but the documents verifying their
history survived until A.p. 1666, when they were accidentally burned, and the “Perilous
Pool ”* became filled up until the spring was opened in 1743, “ to form the compleatest
swimming bath in the whole world” by an ingenious and enterprising citizen, who
changed its name from * Perilous” to ¢ Peerless” Pool. I learn elsewhere that the
bath was built over about 1860; and in these days there are only Peerless Street
and Bath Street, hard by St. Luke’s Hospital, in Old Street, to point to the old
traditions of the spot.l The rules of the “ Knights” prescribed that “The Grand
Master shall . . . rise twice during the evening to knmow if any Brother Knight
has aught to propose for the benefit of the Order,” and also ordained, ¢ Iach
Gentlemen on his being installed a Knight to pay a fee of one shilling, and one penny
every might of his attendance’’; which, on the face of it, does not sirike one as

extravagant.

! Springs, Streams and Spas of Londonm, by Alfred 8, Foord, 1910. “Seven o’clock in the
morning; . . . Doctor Wackerbarth’s young gentlemen, from Towellem House, New Road, are
gone to bathe at Peerless Pool, under escort of the writing-master.” Twice round the Clock, by G. A.
Sala, 1859,
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The existence of KnigrTs or THE Rouxp TasLe was shown by the exhibition at
our Quatuor Coronaéi Lodge, in 1906, of a silver star worn by their Master in 1826.1
Mackenzie says they were a convivial society meeting at the Round Table in St.
Martin’s Court, St. Martin’s Lane.?

In The Lord Chief Baron Nicholson, an autobiography, London, n. d. [1860], may
be found references to Tue Partrarary Crus, 1823, —the word “partiality ” being
explained as equivalent to gin ; Tur Hawro-ve CLvr; Tne Broxex-meartep CLus; and
Tae Gextoemax's Searrine CrLus, about 1839. It is no injustice to say that those
counected with them bore the burthen of respectability very lightly. )

Traces of a society appear in a Description of the Chaffers Arms, designed
and crecuted . . . expressly for the Room occupied by the Members of that Society,
established in 1823, and Teld at the Sir Hugh Myddelion Tavern, Sadler's Wells,
cousisting of twenty-two lines of what shall in charity be called verse, which indicated
that a bundle of reeds, & lyre, a pair of shears, a seal (of what kind is not stated), and
an hour glass, figured emblematically, with a magpie by way of crest.

During April, July, and November, 1868, sonie half-dozen advertisements
appeared in the T¥mes newspaper, two of which may be reproduced :—

(ArriL 24.) To Stray Buzwings. A Museum of this antient and honourable
order will be holden at the residence of the Senior P.G.M., on Thursday,
the 30th April, at 6.30 p.m. Masters must produce their reliques (vide
Reg. Gen. tit, “ Museum,” tom 8, pp. 780-1.) The Grand Installation of a
P.G.M. will occur at 8 p.m. Masters will please send names and
addresses of Apprentice Postnlants to the Grand Masters of their
respective Lodges.

(Novenser 2.) To Stray Buzwings. Lodge No. 69,334 will be holden at the
Buzwing-hall on Tuesday, 10th November instant, at 6 p.m. A tittilla-
tion (sic) of postulants will occur at 8.—I1.G.B.T.C.W.S, Masters to
bring their instruments.

No key to these cryptic announcements appears to have been forthcoming.

Although “old-time” is a term hardly yet applicable to the mid-Victorian era,
the commendable modesty of its appellation claims notice for Tug Socrery oF
Literavy TwADDLERS, instituted in London in February, 1870, and holding weekly
meetings at which papers, some of considerable merit, were read. A selection from
these appeared in the columns of Pro and Con, a Journul for Literary Investigation,
edited by Walter Hamilton, F.R.G.S.3 (who was Honorary Secretary of the Society),
from December, 1872, to November, 1873.

Sir Walter Besant (1836-1901), a founder of our Quatuor Coronati Lodge,* in
chapter viil. of his novel, Dorothy Forster (1834), relates that James, Earl of Derwent-
water, who suffered on Tower Hill after the Jacobite rising of 1715,° had served as

14.Q.C. xix., 111.

? Royal Masonic Cyclopzdia, 634,

3The late Mr, Walter Hamilton (1844-1899), a non-Mason, was the means of bringing to notics of
the Craft the ¢ William Watson MS.” (A.D. 1687), which about 1890 was found near Newcastle-on-
Tyne in an old iron safe, the key of which had become lost, (Hughan’s Introduction to Reprint of the
MS., 1891).

4 His portrait is in 4.Q.C. iii., 65; xiv., 105,

5 The elder brother of Charles Radcliffe, who assumed the title of Count Derwontwater in 1731
(4.Q.C. xxvi,, 22).
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Mayor or Warrox in 17105 referring to the village of Walton-le-Dale, near to Prestoi.
Lancashire, where a custom similar to that of Stroud Green appears to have becn
followed.

A note on Tut Sea Sewikanrs. who held yearly meetings in Sonth-West Wales
from 1726 to 1762, is in 4.Q.0. xix., 100.

Of the celebrated Csri Cuup, existing in Xdinbuargh from 1764 to 1843, an
account recently appeared in 4.Q.C. xxv., 261-8 accompanied by fac-similes of
summounses and a certificate.

Sowe, if not all, of the “Tncorporated Trades of Edinburgh,” preserve the title
of Deacon for their presiding officer, who must be addressed as “Mr. Deacon.”

From 1785 a society has existed in Warwickshire, called Tar WoorneN orF THE
Forest or Arbrx, the records of which to 1885 were printed in the latter year. Its
object was the practice of archery, and its first rules were adopted at a“ Wardmote ™
held August 30th, 1786. The printed coples include a Latin poem of five pages,
preceded by a dedication whicli occupies fourteen.

So lately as July, 1912, Tue Rurrrey Sociery was reported to have made its
annual pilgrimage to the temple of Refiley Spring, near to King's Lynn, where the
members carried out certain quaint customs; drinking a mysterious concoction said to
be a kind of puncl, brewed with chalybeate water from the spring, smoking ‘ chureh-
warden’ pipes, and indulging in ancicut games, of which one was ‘bumble-puppy,’
deseribed as one of skill, and not the modern oune of that name. As the Spring is
named in the Norfolk Tour, 1829, as having long existed, it may be inferrved that the
Reffley Society is of some antiquity.

Among the exhibits this evening is a priuted card Inviting the recipient
“to sup with some convivial friends at the Bear Inn, in Ashby-de-la-Zouch, on
Wednesday the 11'P of Jauunary 1792, which perbaps as an additional induccment,
bears these lines, concerning one Ralpli Orton (the landlord) :—

Ralphs vessels are well fill'd with Ale,
That is so fine and stout ;

We'll sing and smoke and laugh and joke,
Until we see them out.

Thongh mnot referable to any known club or society, this affords a genuine
lustration of days when convivial bodies lived and thrived.

In bringing this discursive paper to an end, I would say with the Irench
essayist, “I have gathered a posie of other men’s flowers, and nothing but the string
that binds them is my own.”

Bro. Epwirp ArvMiTAqrk said :—

This paper has given us a very vivid 1dea of the proceedings of our forbears in
the Craft in the middle of the eighteenth century, for in those days, Masounie
gatherings seem to have beeu on very similar lines to these old Clubs. Terhaps we
may glean most information from the “ Je ne sais Quoi Club.”

It seems that George, Priuce of Wales, was in the habit of forming Lodges very
frequently, Were these informal Lodges? Possibly we may come across some
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particulars of prominent Masons who were initiated in some of them. One wonders
also whether the legend obtaining to-day in some foreign Grand Lodges of the Grand
Master’s power *“t> make Masons at sight,” is in any way accounted for by tle
avalogous practice of the Prince of Wales in forming Lodges wlhen and where he
pleased.

1 donot propose to take up the time of the Brethren except to say that 1 would
qualify Bro. Hextall's concluding remarks to some extent. Far from merely supplying
the thread which binds the flowers together, he has scarched diligently for them and
well, and his taste in their selection has resulted in a nosegay which is fragrant with
the perfume of Freemasonry in the eighteenth century.

I want to propose a very hearty vote of thanks to him for tlie charming paper
he has placed before us.

Bro. Wosxacorr, in seconding the vote of thanks, said:—

Our W.M. has struck the right note iu saying that the writer of the paper has
given us the true flavour of Masonry in the eighteenth century in the accounts of these
old Societies. The more one studies these various bodies the more one appreciates that
our forbears knew lLow to enjoy themselves. Bro. Hextall has gleaned so very
carefully, that criticism of his paper seems almost impossible. But having laid down
for himself three requirements, the chief of which is that there should be some Masonic
ccunection, it is strange lLie should have overlooked one essentially Masonic body
of the nature of a club, referred to in Miscellanea Latvmorum, August, 1913, p. 13,

I refer to a Society apparently conducted as a Club for mutual benefit, which in
1737 met at the White Swan in New Street, Covent Garden, and went by the name of
“the Friendly Society of Frec and Accepted Masons.” 1t would not be fair to deal
with this at length on the present occasion, for I entertain the hope that some Brother
will take up this reference and put before us an account of this society at no distant
date, and I am sure the brethiren will find it an interesting subject for their
consideration.

Bro. Caxox Hoursrey said :—

I think the W.M.s reference to the perfume of eighteenth century Clubs
might be modified intc reek. We must hope that the Masons of the day kept
themselves aloof from the Labits of these convivial Societies. At any rate, probably
tlie greater number of the Lodges did, and that Masonry should ecmerge and survive is to
the credit of our Brethren, when it might well have been drowned in the excesscs
which went on around it.

When I was at Oxford there was a Club known as the Beefsteak Club. A son
of mine is beneficed near tliere aud I have asked him for some particulars.

e should all be extremely grateful to Bro. Hextall for his paper, which must
have incurred a great deal of labourin its preparation.
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Bro. E. H. Drixg said :—

T am sorry I cannot quite agree with Bro. Canon Horsley in regard to what he
says of the Freemasons of the eighteenth century. T believe that they were o
better than many of the Clubs about which we have heard this evening. I fancy that

at some periods they descended as low as even the worst of them.

There is not the slightest doubt that the reason for the numerous removals that
occurred in the Lodges at that time was due to the fact that as a Lodge got into debt
with the landlord of the Tavern at which it was meeting, and was unable to pay the
arrears, it was politely requested to remove elsewhere. The Lodge simply went to the
nearest convenient Tavern, asked the Jandlord to advance them sufficient to pay their
arrears at their old meeting house, and continued to meet at the new tavern until the
landlord in his turn requested them to move, when the same procedure was repeated.
I think there was as much drinking in the Craft from 1740 to 1770 as among any of the

old Clubs or Societies mentioned in Bro. Hextall's paper.

Although T have little authority for saying it, 1 believe that the improvement
in the morals of Freemasonry after the period, was largely due to Laurence Dermott,
who did not encourage the convivial side of the Order. He was a sober, intelligent
man, who tried to put down the excesses he found in existence.

I do not suppose that ten per cent. of these old Clubs were anything like the
Clubs and Societies of the present day. They were generally got up by the innkeepers,
to attract people to their houses, and to encourage drinking and conviviality.

I have to thank Bro. Hextall, in common with everyone else, for a very
interesting paper, and I should imagine from the amusement it has given the brethren
that it contained more humour than any other paper I remember having heard read in
this room.

Bro. LEVANDER said :—

I should like to add my meed of gratitude for the paper that Bro. Hextall has
read to us. Many of these London Clubs and Societies had extremely peculiar
customs. But such were not confined to London. I might mention one that was
established at Preston in Lancashire, in 1771, and lasted until 1841. Tt was known as
the OvsTer anp ParcHED PEA Crun. Among the officers were the President, who was
called the Speaker: the Oystericus, whose duty it was to see that sufficient oysters
were provided; the Secretary; an Auditor, and his Deputy Auditor; the Poet
Laureate or, more generally styled, Rhymesmith; the Cellarius, who looked after the
providing of port wine of the first quality ; a Chaplain; a Surgeon-General; a Master
of the Rolls, whose duty it was to provide the necessary amount of bread and butter;
a Clerk of the Peas, who saw to the vegetables; a Minstrel: a Master of the Jewels,

and a Physician-in-ordinary.

One of the rules was “ that a barrel of oysters be provided every Monday night
during the winter season at the equal expense of the members, to be opened at exactly
half-past seven o’clock.” Amongst the regalia of the Club, which was to a certain
extent political, was a snuff box, in the lid of which was a piece of oak, taken from
the Victory. Any member guilty of having a son born to him had to supply a gallon
of the best liquor, but on the birth of a daughter, half a gallon was considered
sufficient.
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Regarding the Clubs mentioned in Ned Ward’s book, I do not think he alludes
to a couple of Clubs about which he had previously written. In 1709 the History of
Clubs was published, but in 1698 he had brought out a book called BACCHANALIA; OR A
Descrirrion oF 4 Druxkey Crus: and in 1710 he wrote also of the Sway Tripe CLus,
A Satvr on tHE Hrou-Fuyers 1y Tue vear 1705. But probably neither of these
Clubs would come under the heading which Bro. Hextall has adopted for his paper.

Bro. Frep. ARMITAGE said :—

Between 1830 and 1851 there used to meet in Chancery Lane in London a body of
fifty Gentlemen of high standing who dubbed themselves Tre Star Crus. It was
founded by a Spanish soldier, General Joaquin de Oliveria, who fancied that some of his
ancestors had belonged to the ancient Order of the Star. His fancies soared yet
higher than that, for in 1851 he got the Lord Mayor of London, Sir Francis Moon, and
the Sheriffs, to visit the Club, and thereafter announced that they Lhad conferred on
the Club a charter of constitution, a power of course which they did not possess, and
certainly never attempted to exercise.

The Club published a handsome quarto volume entitled Memorials of the Star
Club, 1830-1851, containing accounts of its members and their lives and ancestors.
In an introductory chapter an attempt is made to foist an old pedigree on the Club.
It states that the Club could be traced to very ancient times, and proceeds to prove it
by reference to the chronicle of Froissart, who declared that in October, 1351, the
Fraternity of the noble house of St. Ouen, near Paris, was established by order of the
King. All those who were of this order wore a Star on their hoods, and another on
the front of their mantles. And in a note by Barns is added:—*“On the 8th
September, 1351, King John revived the almost obsolete Order of the Star, and the
first Chapter of it was held at his palace of St Ouen. At first there were but eighteen
knights ; the rest were added at different Chapters. They wore a bright star on the
Crest of their helmets, and one pendant at their necks: and the same was embroidered
on their mantles. The day fixed for the annual celebration of this order was the
Epiphany, and the Star was chosen for its emblem.”

The first Knights are stated to have been: —

John, King of France, Sovereign.
Philip Duke of Orleans, his only brother.
Charles of France, Dauphin of Vienne.

and fifteen others whose names are given.

There is also an account of another order of the Star held in Jerusalem. It
appears that in the year 1535 Francis I. obtained from the Sultan, Soliman, a treaty,
conceding to France, amongst other privileges, the right of those Catholics or Francs,
who resided in Jerusulem, to certain sanctuaries. One of those sanctuaries thus
reserved to France, marked the spot of the Savionr's birth, and in the chapel wasa
star suspended in the air. Fifty of the most noble and most chivalrous Kuights were
chosen by Francis I. to protect and guard this sanctuary, and they were styled
Chevaliers de I Etoile, in remembrance of the older French order of the Star.
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Bro. Gorpox Hirrs said :—

Masonic students have to thank Bro. Hextall for the interesting particulars
which he has gathered together of Old-time Clubs and Societies, and if Lie can see his
way to add an alphabetical list of the various bodies mentioned to be printed with this
paper, then, indeed, we shall owe him a further debt of gratitude for making the
information so much easier for reference. These various associations have, I think, a
more intimate connection with our Masonic researches than is apparent at first sight.
There was certainly one sense in which medixval Kngland might well be called “ Merrie
Fongland,” in that our ancestors were wont to hold constant festivals on occasions
connected with the holy days of the Church. fraternitics, Craft guilds, and on any
suitable pretext, to which, so little does human nature alter, that the description
which Aristotle gave of such meetings in his day would as aptly apply to the medimval
gathering as it would to the Lodge meeting of to-day. The philosopher wrote that
men of different towns or occupations used to meet together for the sake of one another’s
company ‘ when they both pay certain honours to the Gods, and at the same time take
pleasurable relaxation among themselves.” Clubs and societies are, as Addison wrote,
“a natural and necessary offshoot of men’s gregarious and social nature,” and the period
at which our Masonic Society began to take its present form was prolific in the
foundation of societies of all kinds, which witnessed to the survival of the old cravings
for such associations, and reflect the social atmosphere of the times; and must, as
regards the conduct of the festive board, have served as the model of fourth degree
procedure in the Craft. Aubrey, besides the reference to him in the Paper, mentions
that “we had (very formally) a balloting box, and ballotted how things should be
carried.” The word “club,” although it only came into general use in the days of the
Spectator and Tutler, can boast a lengthy pedigree from the Saxon cLroraXN, to divide,
indicating the root idea of the institution to be the “sharing ” of expenses.

It has been claimed that the first club, in the modern sense of the word, to be
established in London, was founded by Sir Walter Raleigh at the Mermaid Tavern,
from which is descended the Club of to-day with its palatial clubhouse: but in the
dining club meeting only on certain fized days and cultivating often certain quaint or
eccentric customs, we get near to Craft nsage, and, in some cases, have no doubt an
intended parody or imitation of Ifreemasonry which the title of the society will also
bear out, whilst, perhiaps in otbers, there is a memory of some medireval custom, or the
peculiarity may be due merely to that widespread desire of establishing a sort of
etiquette restricted to the particular community which we see every day asserting
itself in school life, at the Universities, and in every walk of life.

An early dining club connected with the Royal Society, which has continued to
the present day, met as the Tuuvrspav Cron oF Rovan PHinosoruers in Dean's Court.
Substantial fare was the order of the day, and black puddings were a standing dish.
The Rovar Navar Crup, which I believe has survived its many vicissitudes still to
dates from 1674. Another old dining Club
whicl has survived is the DiLerrasT Soctery, as its name Implies, for * lovers of the

meet and dine—the oldest Sgrvice Club

fine arts,” founded in 1734.

Walpole wrote, “ the nominal qualification for membership is having been in
Ttaly,” but we are not obliged to accept his further statemeut that ** the real one is
being drunk; the two chiefs being Lord Middlesex and Sir Francis Dashwood, who
were seldom sober the whole time they were in Italy.” The Society has from time
to time rendered substantial aid in furtherance of its objects by liberal subscriptions
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in support of art projects, as for example in the publication of Stuart and Revett’s
Antiquities of Athens, and endowments for the Royal Academy. The Society is said
still to preserve time honoured usages in its procedure, including the appointment of
a functionary known as the Tmp.

Tar Serrive Sociery or BeersTEAKS originated abount 1735, and died out, its
effects being sold in 1869. This convivial body had a list of officials including the
President of the Day, Vice-President, Bishop, Recorder and Boots. The Duke of
Sussex was Boots in 1808-9, and suffered the penalty of penance in the white sheet.
The badge was a gridiron and the motto “ Beef and Liberty,” also borne by the
kindred Ap Tusrruy Crus. in medal form. very like an ornament known to-day to
Brethren of the Allied Degrees.

The Cock’p Har Crrps and the Socizry or Novioymacrs Repivivus are both
Clubs in connection with the Society of Antiquaries. The late Mr. J. R. Planché,
dramatist and Somerset Herald, says, in his Recollections, that when upon “ particular
evenings, the officers of the society consisting of a president, a vice-president, a
treasurer, a lord chancellor, a high admiral, a father confessor, a physician, and a
Chinese professor, received orders to attend in full costume . . . the table
certainly presented a most extraordinary sight.” In much more recent times the
success of that quaint and hospitable society, The Serre or Oppr Voruvwues, shows
that the old ideas of a pleasant dinner, with a dessert of wit and learning, with which
is associated a suitable ritual for opening “the Sette,” have not exhausted their
fascination even in this age which deems itself so superior to the frivolities of the
past.

Bro. Hextall refers to the Lusuixgroxn Socrery and the Strocp Greexy CLus,
which seem to have been of the natare of Mock Corporations. Many such societies
appear to have existed sometimes as convivial adjuncts, sometimes in critical opposition
to the Corporations established by law. At Chichester the “ Mayor and Corporation
of St. Pancras ” still hold their yearly banquet. It originated in 1689 to commemorate
the coming of William of Orange. The Corporation consists of the Mayor, Clerk,
Common Councilmen, two Serjeants-at-Mace, and a Crier, the insignia of mace and
serjeant’s staff date from 1689 and 1692 respectively. The nature of its proceedings
conforms now-a-days to the customs of the times, but an account of the dinner on
November 7th, 1689, reads :

“Enjoyed the dinner at the Unicorn exceedingly, & had a fatte
Bucke, which was presented by the Duke of Richmonde at Godwoode—
all the Officers, and Thos. Miller & Thos. May, Esqs., Members of the
City, was there—and when the health of King William was drunk, to
liear the shouting and noise it was very wonderful. There was no one
but conld walk home by himself, tho' they kept up till nearly 2 of the
clock in the morn®8 I nearly lost my Spice grater, but found it under
my seat the next day at the lunch. . . . the whole of the Officers
chosen again; and I hope I shall be spared to attend the Corporation for

nmany years to come.”
It was set forth at the inaunguration that

 they should dine & eat of all ye good things In Season, and that there
shonld be a plentiful supply of Wine & Ale, and everything provided to
content the Stomach,”
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and this venerable corporation evidently acted up to these principles from the first.
At Chester another mock corporation, claiming to have been founded by Charles I,
meets at the little inn by East Gate, known as “ The King’s Arms Kitchen.” It
possesses a handsome carved Mayor’s Chair, mace and sword of state, and a record of
officers for 200 years back.

The character of Ward’s Secret History of Clubs throws considerable doubt on its
credibility, but I fancy that his Kniears or T8E Gorpey Freece did actually exist, as
I find in Timbs’ Clubs and Club-Life in London that he says that this convivial body
met first at The Fleece, in Cornhill {(whence their name) and afterwards at The Three
Tuns, at Southwark. Ward says the members assumed names such as Sir Timothy
Adlepate, Sir Niminy Sneer, Sir Gregory Growler—which we may call ‘ mock ’ order
names or characteristics.

In Knight’s London (1842) in the description of St. John's Gate, Clerkenwell,
then in use as the Old Jerusalem Tavern, there is a picturesque account of a convivial
club which held its meetings there. It was long before we ventured to ask whether
any uninitiated eyes might see that Grand Hall . . . where the Knights of
Jerusalem still assemble in solemn conclave every Monday evening. . . . We
ascended the eastern turret by a broad staircase . . . and we were soon in the
central room of the Gateway . . . DBanners, gandy with gold and vermilion, float
npon the walls, . . . there are two or three cuirasses which look as grim & awful
as any.

“ Bruised arms hung up for monuments. . . . Painting has lovingly united
under the same ceiling the stern countenauce of Prior Dockwra, the builder of the
Gate, and the sleek and benign likenesses of the worshipful founders of the modern
Order—history records not their exploits, and we shall be silent as to their names.
They are quiet lawgivers, and not rampaging warriors. . . . Instead of secret oaths
and terrible mysteries, they invite all men to enter their community at the small price
of twopence each night. Instead of vain covenants to drink nothing but water, and
rejoice in a crust of mouldy bread, the visitor may call for anything for which he has
the means of payment, even to the delicacies of kidneys, tripe, and Welsh rabbits.
The edicts of this happy brotherhood are inscribed in letters of gold for all men to
read; and the virtnous regard which they display for the morals of their community
presents a striking contrast to the reputed excesses of the military Orders. The code
has only four articles, and one of them is especially directed against the singing of
improper songs. Here thien is mirth without licentiousness, ambition without violence,
power without oppression. When the Grand Master ascends the throne which is here
erected as the best eminence to which a Knight of Jerusalem may now aspire, wearing
his robes of state, and surrounded by his great commanders, also in their ¢ weeds of
peace,’” no clangour of trumpets rends the air; but the mahogany tables are drummed
npon by a hundred ungauntleted hands, and a gentle cloud of incense arises from the
pipes which send forth their perfume from every mouth.” Amnother edition of this
work was brought out 1875-1877, ““revised and corrected to the present time,” by
E. Walford, and in this edition therc is an alteration by omitting the expression

’

“Knight of Jerusalem,” and substituting “a Freemason,” so that the passage quoted
above reads, ‘‘ the best eminence to which a Freemason may now aspire.”

This passage relating to a *“ Mock-Chivalric” Society struck my attention some
time ago, because close at hand the Crown, on Clerkenwell Gieen, was at an earlier
period a great centre for Chivalric and other High Grade Degrees, but the gathering

described so racily by Knight manifestly had no connection with Freemasoury: all men
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were eligible for admittance on payment of twopence, and it evidently owed its
knightly title merely to the associations of the ancient building then in use as a
tavern. Masonic Lodges, however, did make the Tavern their home from time to time
before the Gate-house was acquired for its present use as the headquarters of the
modern Order of St. John of Jerusalem. I cannot find that any Lodge was there in
1841-4, the dates of the issue of the original edition of Knight's Loudon, but at the
time of Walford’s Edition there were three Lodges meeting there, United Strength
No. 228 from 1857 to 1877, Urban No. 1196 from 1867 to 1879, and Crusaders No. 1677
from 1877 to 1879. Evidently Walford heard of Masonic Meetings being held at the
Tavern in the Gateway, and characteristically jumped to the conclusion that Knight's
original description referred to a Lodge Meeting, which at any rate proves that among
the many changes of his life he never became a Freemason or he could not have fallen
into such a mistake.

Bro. J. B. S. Tucke™ writes :—-

The note on Tre Kicking Crus, with its reference to the Duke of Wharton,
which Bro. Hextall finds in Anthony Hilliar's book, published in Dublin in 1730,
reminds us of the notorious society of Momawks, and suggests that Tee Kicxine Crus
was in reality one of the sections or departments of the Momawks. Dean Swift has
numerous references to this gang of ruffians in the Journal to Stella, under various dates
in 1711 and 1712, and in his History of the Four Last Years of Queen Anne, he asserts
that Prince FEugene of Savoy was an active Monawg. Addison in the Spectator deals
with the same precious Society, and Gay in one of his poems of about the same period
plaintively asks:—

“ Who has not trembled at the Mohock's name 7 ”

The Morawks were ruled by an ‘ Emperor’ and were divided into a number of sections
each with a distinctive name derived from the particular method of illtreating its
victims to which its members were partial. I snggest that TEE Kickine CLUB was one
of these MomAwk or MonocK * Sections.’

Was there any connection between the Momawxs and the Hiccusnires ?
Apparently not, if one may trust the account of the latter given by Mackenzie and
quoted by Bro. Hextall. But in Henry Craik’s Life of Jonathan Swift (1894), vol. i,
p- 316, there is the following reference : —

(1711-12). During March and April, the streets were disturbed by the
worse than foolish escapades of the hell-rakes of the town, who were
known by the names of Mohawks or Hawkubitey, the lineal descendants
of the ‘ Hectors,” the < Muns,’ and the ¢ Tityre tus’ of other days.

The similarity of the names Hawkubites and Hiccubites is at least very remarkable.

A passing mention may be made of the infamous Fraxciscans or Mepyenman
Moxxs and of the Society of Boup Bucks which some think sprang from them (but
these Bucks must not be confused with the Nosrr OrpeErR oF Bucks dealt with by Bro.
Rylands), and of the Herr-Fire Cous of which the Duke of Wharton was President.

The No-Nosz Crus met at the Dog Tavern in Drury Lane, according to Ned
Ward, who describes the SpriT-Fartaixg CLUB as *“ a parsimonious society of canary-
bibbing citizens,” and tells us that it met at the Old Queen’s Head, Bishopsgate. The



52 Transactions of the Quatuor Coronati LO(Z{/&.

same auathority pronounces the Kxicirs or THE GOLpEN FILEECE, “a rattle-brained
society of mechanic worthies,” and he gives some amusing details of the VIRTU0S0’s
Cuos. which aimed at propagating “ New Whims ~* and promoting * Useless as well as
Useful Experiments.”

The 1764 History of the Robin Hood Society isclaimed by James Prior in his Life
of Oliver (oldsmith (Liondon, 1837), as evidence that the poet was a member of the
famous debating club. It appears that sixpence was the only requisite for admission,
and that of this three halfpence was set aside for charity. Monday was the day
The

opinions expressed were sometimes such as to cause offence and led to pulptt

chosen for the meetings and the annual attendance averaged no less than 5,000.

denunciations by ‘“several of the clergy, among whom was the eminent Mr. Romaine.”
The President was a ‘“Mr. Caleb Jeacocke, who united the trades of baker and
accomptant.” This worthy was kunown as the “ eloquent baker.” On one occasion,
Goldsmith, after listening to a more than usually flowery oration by the President,
whispered to his neighbour Derrick : —¢That man was meant by Nature for a Lord
Chancellor.” Derrick replied :—“ No, No, not so high ; he was intended for Master of
the Rolls.” The 1764 History of the Robin Hood Soctety contains a list of members with
notices concerning some of them. This is the entry for Goldsmith as guoted by
Prior:—
Mr Gxxdxxxth

A man of learning and judgment: author of ‘An Enquiry into the

modern State of Litcrature in Furope,” and many other ingenious works :

a good orator and candid disputant, with a clear head and an honest

heart. He comes but seldom to the Society.

It is clear that the company at the Roniy Hoop CrLus was very mixed, and this,
perhaps, is to be accounted for by the very modest charge for admission. That all
classes were welcomed is, I thinlk, onc of the points insisted upon in the satirical print -
called “ THe Rorprye¢ Hoob.”

The Reprint of the original Minute Book of YE UsLy Face Crtpp, LavERTOOLE,
1748-53, is furnished with a fronutispiece which is a photographic reproduction of a
broadside (dated 1806) in the Liverpool Public Library. The picture at the top of the
broadside is practically identical with the coloured print in my collection. Mine is,
Lowever, undated, and the lettering is quite different. It brings out in an amusing way
nearly all the points mentioned by Bro. Hextall.

George Daniel, in Lis Merric England in the Olden Time, gives a list of Clubs
existing in or about 1790. Here are some not referred to by Bro. Hextall: —

Tue OvpreLiows CLus.
Tae SocieTy OF PILGRIMS.
Tue Soxs or tHE THAMES.
Tar Tneseiay CLUB.

Tirr GreaT Borrne CLus.
Tue Purrt Drivkers CLUB.

Daniel states that Tue Hrusue CLus met at the Blue Posts, Covent Garden. (The
“Blew” Posts was a famous Musonic house.) This Humste Cres must have been
in existence as early as 1790, for William Connor Sydney in his England and {he
English in the Eighteentls Century states that notices of its meetings appear in the
columns of the Morning Chronicle ““ from 1790 onwards.” The rulers of the society
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were a President (the founder, James Perry), who styled himself ¢ Humbugallo Rex,”
Twelve ““ Judges,” and a Secretary who was styled ** Screech.” Gordon descrikes the
Club as “a sort of guiz on all institutions,” and claims that it numbered amongst its
members * many of the town wits of that time.”

Bro. Hextall’s remarks on the use of the expression * Free and Easy,” reminds
us that Oliver Goldsmith was a member of a FrREE anp Iasy WepNEspay CLUn meeting
at the Globe Tavern in Fleet Street (another Masonic House), where his rendering of
the song An Old Woman Tossed in a Blanket seventeen times as high as the Moon was a
popular item. Mrs. Piozzi relates, on the authority of Dr. Johnson, that on the night
when Goldsmith’s comedy, The Good Natured Man, was produced at Covent Garden
Theatre (Friday, 29th January, 1768), and was coldly received, the author with his
Lieart almost breaking with disappointment, visited the more famous and much more
sedate LuTerary Crus, and there regaled the members with this very song in order
to hide the real state of his feelings. Mrs. Piozzi (or Dr. Johnson) describes it as
Goldsmith's farourite song.

There was a Free axp Easy uxper tue Rosk at Bristol during the eighteenth
century. There is a reference to it, I think, in Bro. A. C. Powell's History of
Freemasonry in Bristol.

AMr. William Connor Sydney’s book referred Lo above givesthe following account
of the origin of the Brrersreags CLun:—

Rich, a celebrated harlequin and patentec of Covent Gardeu Theatre in
the time of George II., while engaged during the daytime in directing
and controlling the arrangements of the stage scenery was often visited
by bhis friends, of whom he had a very numerous circle. One day, while
the Barl of Peterborough was present, Rich felt the pangs of hunger so
kcenly that he cooked a beef steak and invited the Isarl to partake of it,
which le did, relishing it so grestly that he came again, bringing sonie
friends with him on purpose to taste the same fare. In process of time
the beef-steak dinner became an institution. Some of the c¢hief wits and
greatest men of the nation, to the number of twenty-four, formed
themselves into a society, and took as their motto ** Steaks and Liberty.”
Among its early celebrities were Bubb Dodington, Aaron Hill, Dr.
Hoadley, Richard Glover, the two Colmans, Garrick, and John Beard.
The number of the ** Steaks ™ remained at its original limit until 17835,
when 1t was augmented by one, in order to secure the admission of the
Heir Apparent. (Peake. Memoirs of the Colmans, 1., 174).

Sir Walter Scott in his Memoirs of Jonathan Swift prefixed to his edition of
Swift’'s Works (Edinburgli, 1814), vol. 1., p. 150, tells us that in 1711, the Socigty oF
Brorners was formed under the auspices of the future Dean, who was in fact
responsible for drawing up the Rules. The object aimed at was the promotion of
brotherly love, friendship, learning and the art of conversation, and the members
addressed cach other as ‘ Brother.” The meetings were held at the famous Thatched
House Tavern. It has occurred tome to suggest that possibly the mysterious Brornngs
ofF THE Wacur (or W.AV.C.T.) of 1748, may be a survival of or offshoot from tle
Sociery or BROTHERS.

The Society which was known by the name of Tug-Keep-thr-Lizxe CLUB is
mentioned in The Life and Times of Irederic Ileynolds, written by Himself, 2 vols., 1826
(2nd ILidition, 1827). According to Reynolds it came into existence shortly before
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1790. Bro. Hextall, on the authority of Mr. J. . MacMichael (in Notes and Queries),
describes the club as existing “early in the nineteenth century.” It met at a well-
known Masonic hostelry, the Turk’s Head in the Strand, and consisted of literary men,
dramatists, and actors. Amongst its rules was one which required a member to rise
and ask the pardon—not of any other whom %e had insulted—but of any other one who
had insulted him, thus inverting the mode of procedure which is supposed to prevail
in the outer world.

Tre Kxigars of Pyruias is a society which flourishes at the present time,
especially in the United States of America, where it has a very numerons membership
roll. T am told that the society has nothing in common with the Oraft except thatits
organization is quasi-Masonic, and that it works a ritual of several degrees.

Here are the names of clubs which have not been previously mentioned on this
occasion. I take them from Mr. Sydney's book referred to above:—Broken Shop
Keepers, Man Hunters, Mock Heroes, Wrangling Club or Hustle Farthing Club,
Pandemonium Club, Scatterwit Club, Cellar Club, Lying Club, Thieves Club, and
Smoking Club.

Many, in fact most, of the Clubs and Societies which have been noticed in
connection with Bro. Hextall's paper possess no importance from the point of view of
the Masonic student. It is, however, remarkable that when any list of members is
forthcoming, the names of men who are known to have been Freemasons—in some
cases very prominent Freemasons—constantly recur. Some of the Societies were
certainly imitations of Freemasonry, at any-rate as regards organization and externals,
and T am strongly of the opinion that much may be learned from a careful study of
any relics of such which may survive, and of any particulars concerning them which
may now be forthcoming. I venture to suggest that Masonic investigators should sort
out from amongst the almost innumerable Clubs, Orders, and Societies, which formed
so striking a feature of eighteenth and early nineteenth century life in England, all
those which :—

1) made use of Emblems in any way comparable to those employed by
y y P ploy
Freemasons.

(2) worked any form of serious r7tual not mere convivial buffoonery.
(3) laid claim to a legendary history.

(4) were in possession of a special system of chronology, 7.e., used a Year
of the Order.

and to submit each body possessing any or all of these distinctive marks to an
exhaustive examination. This has already been done for some (e.g., The Bucks, The
Gregorians, The Gormogons, The Jerusalem and other Sols), and it was this spirit
of enquiry which led me to undertake the dissection’ of the Apollonian Summons
(4.Q.C. vol. xxvi,, p. 31). From the many which still await thorough investigation
I may mention :—Antediluvian Masons (if they ever really existed), Honorary Masons,
Anti- Gallic Masons, Scald Miserable Masons, Modern Masons (not Masons of
‘Modern’ G.L. 1717), Ancient Hums, Select Albions, Nelsonics or Nelsonic Crimson
Qakes, Free Sawyers, and Free Gardeners.

To any student who embarks upon such a task as I have indicated, Bro.
Hextall’s most interesting paper cannot fail to be a most valuable aid.
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Bro. W, J. SONGHURST writes:—

I recently bought for the Lodge Library a copy of the rare Secret History of
Clubs, of 1709, as well as one of the Compleat and Humorous Account, of 175G, both of
which are referred to by Bro. Hextall in his very excellent paper. I find that one is
simply a reprint of the other with a different but equally misleading title. The work
has no direct Masonic interest, but it may be noted that the Clubs or Societies which
it purports to describe are arranged (allowing for some additions and omissions,
and the transposition of the Kit-Cat and Beef Steak Clubs) in the same order as
those printed iu the 1778 edition of liaurence Dermott’s Ahimun Rezon, thus giving an
indication of the probable source whence Dermott obtained his information.

In glancing over the pages of this unpleasant book of 1709, I notice an
interesting reference entirely outside our subject. The author mentions quite casually,
and as a matter of course, the carrying of Umbrellas? in inclement weather. Jonas
Hanway (1712-1785), the eccentric traveller and philanthropist, is generally credited
with having introduced the umbrella into general use in London as a protection against
the rain, but this book was priuted three years before he was born. It seems, how-
ever,that ladies began to carry umbrellas quite early in the eighteenth century, and
the ridicule which was afterwards showered upon Hanway was largely because he
adopted what was considered to ke an effeminate custom.

To Bro. Hextall’'s mention of The Attic Miscellany may be added that from
1792 to 1796 there appeared a periodical entitled The Cariion-House Magazine; or
Annals of Taste, Faslion, and Politeness, in which were re-printed many of the Articles
that had appeared in its predecessor. Even the engraved illustrations were re-
Pproduced, but whereas the Atftic DIisoelZany published these as folding plates, the
Curlton-House Magazine cut them in two and printed the halves singly, sometimes
altering the titles to suit its own purposes. I am exhibiting the sections of the plates
illastrating the articles on Tur Opp Ferrows and Tue Luuskr Troop, and one section
of that shewing the ceremony of admissionto Tur Samsoxic Scerery. In addition to
tlie Masonie items mentioned by Bro. Hextall, all of which were faithfully copied by
the Magazine, we have in May, 1795 (p. 137), a letter headed “ Freemasonry an
Honourable Institution,” and signed *“ A P.M. of the Lodge of Antiguity.” The writer
says that he has lieard of Freemasonry being accused of causing the Irench
Revolution, and he vindicates its character by the aid of the Leland-Locke MS. which
he quotes from Urban's Miscellany, xxiil., 417. I have not verified this reference.

The interesting particulars quoted by Bro. Hextall, of the admission of
John Wilkes into the Order of Bucks, brings to mind the account given by the late
Brother Sir John Monckton? of Wilkes’s initiation into Masonry a few months later.
He says:—

It was this old Jerusalem that on the 18th day of February, 1769,
under dispensation of the then Grand Master (the Duke of Beaufort)
and in the immediate presence of the Grand Secretary (Brother French)
administered the Masonic Rites to the notorious John Wilkes, in the
prison of the King's Bench, two days after he had been re-elected for
Middlesex, a proceeding which was followed by a strict prohibition of the
like in future.

L Of the Vertuoso’s Club, p. 15. Another early reference to Umbrellas is in Gay’s Trivia (1715);
book i., line 211.

2 History of the Jerusalem Lodge, read at the Centenary Celebration, on January 24th, 1871
(page 33).
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The Lodge referred to by Bro. Monckton had been constituted in 1731 at the
Three Tuns, West Smithfield. It removed in 1759 to the Tavern, known as the St.
John of Jerusalem, on Clerkenwell Green. There were troubles with the landlord in
1770, and the Lodge lapsed, a new warrant being obtained in the following year for

what is now the Jerusalem T.odge No. 197.

The print of the Ropsixa Hoop Deparivg Sociery kindly lent by Bro. J. E. S.
Tuckett may perhaps be introduced by the following lines by the Rev. Richard
Barham : -1

One night, then, ever partial to society,

Nick, with a friend (another jovial fellow),
Went to a Club—T should have said Society—

At the ¢ City Arms,” once called the Porto Bello;
A Spouting party, which, though some decry it, T

Consider no bad lounge when one is mellow;
There they discuss the tax on salt and leather,
And change of ministers and change of weather.

In short it was a kind of British Forum,
Like John Gale Jones’s, erst in Piccadilly.

Ounly they managed things with more decorum,
And the orations were not quite so silly ;

Far different questions, too, would come before ‘em.
Not always Politics, which, will ye nill ye,

Their Liondon prototypes were always willing

To give one quantum sup. of for a shilling.
It more resembled one of later date,
And ten-fold talent, as I'm told, in Bow-street,
Where kindlier-natured souls do congregate ;
And, though there are wlo deem that same a low street,
Yet, I'm assured, for frolicsome debate
And gennine humour it’s surpassed by no street,
When the ¢ Chief Baron’ enters, and assumes
To ‘rule’ o’er mimic ¢ Thesigers’ and ‘ Bronghams.’

John Gale Jones (1769-1838) was trained os a Surgeon aud Apothecary, but
appears to have ruined his professional prospects by his extreme views on politics.
He was an active member of some debating societies, including the London
Corresponding Society and the British Forum ; and he was imprisoned several times
for sedition and libel. His name will be seen on a paper in the hands of one of the
members of the ‘ Robbing Hood’ Society. On other papers can be traced the name
Hague. This probably refers to Thomas Hague who signed a handbill containing &
libel on the Duke of Sussex, for the publication of which W. Horseman was tried and
convicted in February, 1809. The print is clearly intended as a skit on the * Robin
Hood Society,” and may perhaps be taken as indicating that expressions of sedition
and treason were not altogether nnknown at its meetings.

* The Ingoldsby Legends or Mirth and Marvels by Thomas Ingoldsby, Esquire. London, Richard
Bentley, upcccrxvi,  New Edition, (“ The Ghost.””) )
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In the third verse which I have quoted from Canon Barham’s rhyming ditty,
we have a reference to the Junce axp Jury Sociery which was established in 1841 at
the Garrick’s Head, Bow Street, by Renton Nicholson, a man of many successive
occupations—Pawnbroker’s assistant, Jeweller, Cigar dealer, Wine merchant, Editor of
a London journal, Inn-Kceper, Caterer, and Show-man. Nicholson presided over
the Judge and Jury Society as *“ Lord Chief Baron,” and it is said to have attracted
many men of note; the ‘trials’ being humourous and giving occasion for eloquence
and repartee. The Society remained at the Garrick’s Head (with two short intervals
at the Coal Hole, Fountain Court, Strand) until 1858, when it was removed to the
Cider Cellar, Maiden Lane, and lasted there until Nicholson’s death in 1861.

An engraved portrait of Christopher Brown appears also in Tuvern Anecdotes,!
1825. The dedication of the print is *“ To the free and easy Councillors under the
Caulifibwer. This Portrait of Mr. Brown, their worthy Secretary, is respectfully
dedicated by their very humble Servt Johannes Eckstein.” The writer of the book
mentions that ‘‘numerous houses in London have their ¢ Free and Kasies’ which meet
on various evenings, according as suits the neighbourhood, the publican, or his
favourite chairman, and his fellow chaunters ;2 and he gives some small particulars
of a few clubs or societies not referred to by Bro. Hextall. Amongst these are The
Terrible Club, The Fox-Hunters’ Club, The Hum-Drum Club, The King's Club, The
Lookers-on Club, The Silent Club, The Lawyers’ Club, The Little Club, The Tall
Club, The Moral Philosophers’ Club, The Two-penny Club, The Club of Smokers,
The Man-hunting Club, The Surly Club, The Overseers’ Club, and the Wolves. There
is also an interesting reference to the Orper or Bucks which is said to have
migrated from the Sun, Monkwell Street, to the Thatched House Tavern, because *“ as
it increased in number and resp:ctability, it was removed nearer to the court, for the
accommodation of the nobility and geuntry, of which it is composed.” When Bro.
W. H. Rylands wrote his papcr on this Society, in 18903 he had not found any
printed reference later than 1802, but from this we learn that the Society was in a
flourishing condition in 1825.

The following advertisement appeared in The St. Jumes’s Chronicle for 20th
November, 1764 :—

Coxus’s Cocnrr, or The Cuotes Srvirirs Revivep, will be hield on
Thursday, the 22nd of November, at the Five-Bells Tavern, near the
New Church in the Strand; where the Sons of Mirth and Jollity, though
sometimes waggishly inclined, will be guided by Harmony and Discretion.
Fancy and Good-humour, ever pleasing Companions in large Assemblies,
have mnot only promised their Attendance, but are bound for the
Appearance of genuine Fun and Drollery, inseparable Friends and great
Promoters of Risbility. All Gentlemen, who can receive or give
Pleasure in this Quodlibetical Suciety, are requested to attend, and by

Desire of several Persons of Distinction.

Massey in the Chair.
27 Will throw off at Bight o'Clock precisely.

! Tuvern Amecdotes, including the Origin of Signs, and Reminiscences, connected with Taverns,
Coffee Houses, Clubs, &c., &c. . . Loadon, Pubd by W. Cole, 10, Newgate Street, 1825,

21 find an advertisement dated 8th August, 1764, in the St. James’s Chronicle calling a meeting
of the Members of the Free and Easy Society at the King’s Arms Taveru, New Palace Yard. Dinner
was to be on the table *“ precisely at Two o’clock, a Buck being presented to the Society.”

3 4.Q.C. iii., 140.
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In the same Journal on 18th September, 1764, the following paragraph was

printed : —
On Friday, the 7th Inst., a Feast was held by six Gentlemen

belonging to a Society, known by the Name of Wits, at a Tavern not far
from Temple-Bar, when they devoured a fine large Turbot that weighed
231b., and a Pigeon Pie, in which was one Dozen of Pigeons, and after-

wards drank Wine and Punch in Proportion.

I am a little doubtful whether the Kxicurs or Pyirrias should be brought into
a paper dealing with Old-Time Societies, as Stevens! says the Order was only
formed in 1864 It does not seem to have extended beyond the United States, and it
is not in any way connected with Freemasonry. It is a Society with a secret
ceremonial, and it has a traditional history founded upon the story of Damon and
Pythias, its motto being ““Be Generous, Brave, and True.” It is said to have a very
large membership, and attached to it is what is called the *“ Dramatic Order of Knights
of Khorassan,” based upon some Persian Legend, perhaps in imitation of the better
known ¢ Ancient Arabic Order of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine.”

Bro. Edward Armitage refers to the description of a certain Club as given in
the Adttic Miscellany for 1790, and he asks whether the legend that a Grand Master has
the power to ‘ make masons at sight’ can possibly be derived from the alleged practice
of George, Prince of Wales, as therein narrated. Without expressing any opinion
upon the legitimacy or otherwise of the claim, I would suggest for the consideration
of brethren who desire to study the subject in the light of this particular evidence,
(a) that the Prince of Wales was elected Grand Master on 24th November, 1790, and
installed, by proxy, on 13tk April, 1791, (b) that we are not told of any ceremonies
being performed at the meetings called by the Prince, (¢) that “ most of the members
[of the Club], if not all, [were] free and accepted masons,” (d) that we know of the
regularly constituted Lodges to which a cousiderable proportion of the recorded Club
members belonged, aud (e) that at the period, say between 1783 and 1800, four
regular Lodges met at the Star and Garter, Pall Mall, «s-* , The Britannic Lodge now
No 33, The Prince of Wales’ Lodge now No. 259, St. Peter's Lodge now represented by
the Royal Alpha No. 16, and an unnamed Lodge not now in existence.

Bro. Ruv. Morgris ROSENBAUM 2crifes:—

In De Vrigjmnetseluur, a Dutch Masonic magazine for 1911-1912, pp. 196 et seq.,
there is an article by DBro. T. G. G. Valette, entitled * The London Clubs and
Freemasonry,” in which the Author refers to an article he wrote for the Jaurb.ekje
voor Nederlandsche Vrijmetseluren, 1890 (Annual for Dutch Freemasons), “Ou the
origin of IFreemasonry ™ (pp. 150 et seq.). In the latter he gave the opinion of Bro.
Cramer, published in the Allgemeine fretmnaurerische Instructionen, 1889 (pp. 85 et seq.),
that the origin of Freemasonry must be sought in the Clubs.

Bro. Valette states that in the Kloss Library, in The Hague, there is a
manuseript in the handwriting of Kloss, containing a German translation of pp. 1-35
of The Secret Histury of Clubs, London, 1709, According to Kloss this work is of
“importance for the oldest form of the Fraternity of Freemasons.”

! The Cyclopwedia of Fratermities. . . Compiled and edited by Albert C. Stevens. ., . New
York City. . . 1899.



Discussion. 59

I give a summary of the comments which Kloss makes on the trauslation, as

communicated by Bro. Valette in the above-mentioned magazine.

Leaving out of account tho peculiar customs of the Freemasons, their meetings
present nothing that was not usnal in one or other of the Clubs mentioned in the
History.

The Clubs had Chairmen who were elected permancutly, others who were
rgmovable, and no meeting was held withont a Chairman. This officer wore a badge
of office. The Clubs had Stewards who likewise wore badges and bore an emblem on
their heads, and carried white wands of office. The Clubs had their laws, ealled
Orders, copies of which were hung up in their meeting-rooms, and fixed the lLours of
niceting, mostly from 6 to 9 or 10 in the evening.

They met every evening, or once or twice a week, on a fixed day, which was
called the Club Night (¢f. © Lindge-night ). They had * Quarterly Communications.”
The members ate and drank at their own expense, although sometimes one paid for
all, and often the amount spent each night was laid down in the Orders. Of such a
kind may have been the old Quarterly Commnnication of the Freemasons which,
Anderson says, was revived at the Establishment of the Grand Lodge in 1717. With
this custom of paying for other members’ refreshment may be connected the practice
that at the Quarterly Communications the Grand Master, Grand Officers, and Stewards
paid a larger proportion of the expenses than the Masters and Wardens of the private
Liodges.

The Clubs had their removals just like the Lodges. They met and constituted
themselves. Some members occupy offices and there is even niention of parts (grades).
They had peculiar ceremonies of initiation, made use of the term worthy, and were

attached to *“ Peace, Unity and Sobriety.”

With reference to the Knights of the Golden Fleece, Kloss points out that the
Candidates paid an “ initiating fee.”” After the reception the candidate is bidden,
**Rise up Sir Timothy Turdpie.” XKloss perceives in this an allusion to the “ Timothy
Ridicule ” in Prichard’s Masonry Dissected, and the similarity is certainly surprising.
The initiate ** pass’d his adoption ” and received his *“ honour” (we are reminded here
of “grand honours.”) When these officers ‘““‘are met in a Body at their general
Rendevous” (quarterly meetings ?) they make use of “ brittle fusees.”

Kloss refers to the mention by Krause in his Dred Kunsturkunden,iv., 407, of the
attack upon the Freemasons, addressed to M. Bavius, in the Gentleman’s Magazine of
8th February, 1733, and states that the style and tendency agree to a certaiu extent
with those of the writer of the History of Clubs. He quotes the following, together
with a German translation of it by Krause, stating that he will afterwards give his

own translation, but this he fails to do:—

*“ And this Reason for propagating this Jargon might be that the
great arcanum should be thought congruous to the title of the Club, as
in his days it stood corrupted; for so it will appear by my argument to
prove, that the Masons are no Masons.”

The Kloss MSS. also contain a translation of almost the whole of Addison’s
article on the Everlasting Club in the Spectator of Wednesday, May 23rd, 1711,  After
the phrase * the old Firemaker,” in the last paragraph but one, Kloss places in brackets
the words * Grand Master ?”’ and after mention of *‘ the Senior Member,” in the last
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paragraph, he similarly suggests *“ Wren P To this section he appends the following
comment: “It is very difficult not to see in this Kverlasting Club a caricature of the
Freemasors of 1709. 1In this case the allusion to the origin of Frcemasonry in the
middle of the civil wars would be important, and the Senior Member could be
Christopher Wren, born 1638 and then 83 years old.”

Bro. Valette is of opinion that neither Kloss nor Bro. Cramer seem to have found
satisfactory proofs for their theory that the origin of Freemasonry is to be found in
the London Clubs, although, of course, many members of the Lodges of 1717, and later,
may have been at the same time members of the existing social Clubs.

I have been permitted a cursory glance at the Ilistory of Clubs, now in the
Quatuor Coronati Lodge Library, and find that some, at least, of the similarities noted
by Kloss between the Club and Masonic practices are really to be found in the book.
But even if all the practices in the Lindges hiad their parallels in those of the Clubs of
the period, this affords no proof that Freemasoury originated in the Clubs. At most it
might be argned that the newly established Grand Lodge of 1717 borrowed some of its
customs and terms from the Clubs, and that therefore the external form of the Craft
owes something to these social institutions. Some of us, indeed, may even veuture to
argne that the reverse was the case, and that the London Clubs of 1709 adopted many
of the practices and terms then current in the Masonic Lodges already cxisting.

DBro. Hexvanu writes in reply :—

I have nothing but gratitude for the comments, which are very aceeptable
additions to the foregoing Paper; only remarking that the latter does not assume
to be in any sense complete, as 1 hoped had been made clear enough. The subject
is capable of being added to indefinitely, and its further consideration at other hards
will be ample reward for my endeavour to point the way.

Bro. Gordon Hills, in alluding to Sir Walter Raleigh’s Club at the Mermaid,
takes us back to an earlier period than I attempted to explore. In a search for far-
away origins, notice will have to be taken of * La Court de bone Compagnie,” temp.
Henry IV., A.p. 1399-1413, of which Thomas Oecleve, a poet ot the time, wrote, aud
where it has been surmised that his greater contemporary, Geoffrey Chaucer, was a
member. Written from acquaintance acquired in the ecapacity of “ Mine host,”
Ye Hustory of ye Priory and Gate of St. John, by Benjumin Foster (1851), gives an
account, probably more correct if less picturesque, than tke one in Knight's London.
“Immediately subsequent to Cave's death [in 1754], the house became a tavern.
. Societies have gathered within its ancient walls; the staunch and right
valiant members of the ancient Lumber Troop have visited the modern mock-heroic
Knights of St John, whose love of glory was only exceeded by their love of grog,
and whose hope of deathless fame was neutralized by the desire to dine together
quarterly. . . . [The latter] Society at oue time was very strong in its numbers,
and highly respectable. It was mock-heroic in its character, convivial and harmonic
in practice, and there was perhaps some degrec of poetry in its origin. It was
founded in 1826 by Williatn Humphries, Esq., in conjunction with Mr. Hoare (then
proprietor), —— Cureton, Esq., the zecalous antiquarian and numismatist, Theodosias
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Purland, Esq., and other gentlemen, who, by their talent, genius, and social manners,
brought it into great popularity. The Society has outlived its poetical attractions,
and by degrees seems quietly to have dropt into its grave.” Mr. Foster also tells us
that a principal member, then deceased, had been Mr. William Till, * the celebrated
Medallist of Great Russell Street, Covent Garden,”” whose bust, with a laudatory
inscription, was in 1836 placed in the Hall, “ by the unanimous vote of the Chapter
of the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem.” That the old clubs were much cherished
by landlords of taverns where they met may be inferred from the will of Mr. William
Acton, who, in 1781, made a special bequest of, “all his rights and interest in the
Contumvirate Club now held at the King’s Head Tavern, Poultry.!

The Mouawks pamed by Bro. Tuckett bave in our own time furnished the
theme of a well-known novel, as they had long before supplied a term of opprobrium
for the London 3Magnszine in 1820 and 1821, when its articles headed * The Mohock
Magazine " and ** The Mchocks ™ so offended the staff of Blackwood's Magazine as to be
the cause of a duel at Chalk Farm in February, 1821, which resnlted in a fatal wound
to John Scott, lditor of the first-named serial. The suggested evolution from
IHawkubite to Hiccubite scems quite possible.

Bro. Songhurst remarks on the inclusion of what are practically the same
illustrations in the Aétic Miscellany and the Cuarlton House Magazine. The letter in
the last-named of May, 1795, had already appeared in the Gentleman’s Magazine for
Aungust, 1794, and was afterwards included in Stephen Jones's Musonic Miscellantes,
1797, where ¢ A P.M. of the Lodge of Antiquity ” is stated to be * the well-informed
author of the *Illustrations of Masonry ' ; in other words, William Preston.® An oil
painting of Renton Nicholson's “Judge and Jury,” as held at the Cider Cellars,
showing many portraits of well-known persous, was some years since presentcd to the
Coustitutional Club, Northumberland Avenne.

Possibly as a corrective of local institutions such as the TUcty Fack Cuus,
LivegeooLe, two reading clubs were founded there in 1758, the ¢ Coffee-liouse Club”
and the ““Talbot Club,” and these together established ** The Liverpool Library ” in 17¢0.
A late eighteenth-century minute of the Library Committee may be quoted?® to show
that even the literary world was not exempt from the “1rcek ” which, as Bro. Canon
1lorsley remarks, might have had perils even for the Craft.*

1799. August 13. Resolved unanimously that the monthly Committec
meet henceforward on the second Tuesday in the month at 3 o’clock, and
that they afterwards dine together; that dinner be on the table at 4
o'clock precisely, and that the bill be called at 6 o’clock, when such
gentlemen as chuse may depart, and such as chuse may club again ; that
red port be the only wine allowed, and that if any geutleman prefer white
wine, he pay for it distinct from his share of the general shot; and that
all the wine be brought up in the original bottles from the bin and decanted
in the club-room.

I Bro. J. P. Simpson’s Careac Lodye, No. 176 [1905], 7. *“ Contumvirate ” should, doubtless, be
. . - p 4 . ’
“Centumvirate,” indicating that the Club was restricted to a hundred members.
s g

2The authorship of this letter was noted in TLodge of Research No. 2429, Transactions,
1911-12, 153.

3 From The Bookworn,iv, 184 (1891).

* See ““ Masonic Convivialities ” by Bro. J. T, Thorp, in Lodye of Research Transactions, 1805-6, 46.



In compliance with wishes from more than one quarter, a list of Clubs and
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Socicties included in the foregoing paper is here appended.

Abecedariaus
Albion

Amicable

Ancient Britons
Aunti Gallicans
Anti Gallic Masons
Apolloniaus
Antiquarians
Beaus

Beefsteak
Birthmarians
Bishopsgate Ward
Blacks

Blue and Orange Itinerants Purple
BRlne-Bottle Je Ne Sais Qnoi Quacks

Briton Jeopardy Queen’s Arms
Broken-hearted Keep-the-Line Rainbow

Bucks Kentish Reffley

Buzwings Kicking Resurrectionists
Calabarians Kill Care Rewlands, or Rowlands
Callieses Kit-Cat Rhinosceri

Cape Knights of Pythias Robin Hood

Cat and Bagpipian Knights of St. Anthony of Salamanders

Catch 'embytes Padua Samsonic

Chaffers Knightsof the Brush Savoir Vivre

Choice Spirits » » Fan Scandal

City of Lushington ' ,,  Fountain Sea Serjeants

Cocked Hat » ,»  Golden Fleece Select Albions

Codgers ' 4 Golden Moon Sober

Codheads s ,, Horseshoe Split Farthing
Columbarians » »  Peerless Pool Stroud Green Corporation
Comus’s Court ' ,»  Round Table Surly

Conger . »  Square Caps  Tobaceological

Cousins Leeches True Britons

County Societies Little Ubiquarians

Dafty Literary Twaddlers Ugly, or Ugly-faced
Do-Right Lobonians United Friars

Tiecentrics Lumber Troop ,,  Dukes of Christendom
Elizabeths Maccaroni Vernonians

lverlasting Men of Kent Vertuosos

Florists Modern Free-Masous Volunteers

Free and Easy (various) Monks of the Screw Wacut

Free Masons Nelsonies W.AV.C.T.

Futtocks
Gang, The

Gentleman’s Sparring

Gormogons
Grand Volgi
Gregorians
Hannoverians
Hard-up
Hiccubites
Hook and liye
Huoms
Humbug
Humbugs, Venerable
Humdrum
Hungariaus

Hurlothrumbians

Never Frett
Nobody
No Nose

No-Pay-No-Liguor
Nottingham
Noviomagus
Odd-fellow

O1d Friends

Old Souls
QOutininians

Owls

Partiality

Plough and Steak
Porcuses
Potentisignittarians

Prussian Gard du Corps

Walton, Mayor of

Woodmen of the Forest of

Arden
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NOTES AND QUERIES.

ORD HARNOUESTER.— Bro. W. DR. Ilextall’s interesting
Article at Vol. xxvi., page 22 of A .Q.C., has reopened the ques-
tion of this mysterious personage, and it may be hoped that it
will result in the solution of a puzzie which lLus too Iong been
permitted to obscure the early history of Freemasonry in France.

I happen to possess a Manuscript of 12 pp. folio, written
during the life time of Charles Radcliffe. and, therefore, beforc

Iiccember 1746. It is a legal statement of : —

The Case of James Radcliffe and Charles Radcliffe Infants the
Sons of Charles Radcliffe Brother of the late Earl of Darwent-
water by the Right Honble the Countess of Newbrugh his Wife.

And decides in their favour as to their right of inheriting under the Marriaga
Settlement of James Earl of Darwentwater with the Daughter of Sir John Webb
(June 1712). The following are points of interest in this mauuscript which have
a bearing upon the present discussion.

(1)  The spelling is Darwentwater throughout.
Bro. R. . Gould (in his Concise History) attributes this spelling to

‘ French Orthography,” but it was evidently no more Freuch than

English. It is clear that Derwent was pronounced Darwent and not
Durwent. (Cp. Derby—Darby—Durby.)

(2) ¢ James Earl of Darwentwater left issue One Son named John and one
‘ Daughter; the Son lived to the age of Seventeen Years and dyed
“in the beginning of the Year 1732; the Daughter is still living.’

Bro. Hextall has noticed the uncertainty which prevails in the
biographical notices of the Radcliffes as to the death of John, son of
James. This uncertainty is now cleared up.

(3) ¢ The said Charles Radcliffe was in the Year 1716 attainted also for
‘ Ligh Treason committed at Preston and is still living.’

(4) ‘The said Charles Radcliffe married the Countess of Newbrugh an
¢ English Woman in Flanders and had Two Sous by the said Countess
“bothh born beyond Sea Which Sons are now living and were born
‘ before the 4th Year of the Reign of lis present Majesty King George
“thie Secoud and in the Life time of John the Son of the late Earl
‘of Darwentwater.

From Gibson’s Dilston IHall, quoted by Bro. Hextall, we learn that Charles
Radcliffe assumed the title Count de Derwentwater in 1731, so that, as John did
not die until 1732, Charles id assume a Derwentwater title during his nephew’s
life time. But it 1s practically certain that he used the title of Clount from the
first. As younger son of an Earl this iuferior title C'ount would be accorded to
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him by foreigners as a matter of course, and in agreement with the custom
universally obtaining in continental families. =~ When his nephew John died, in
1732, Charles Radcliffe would naturally succeed to and assume the title of Karl,
whicli although forfeited in the eyes of King George would not be so regarded by
the Pretender and his Court. Charles would be described as ¢ My lord Derwent-
water’ (or Milord) both during the Count period and during the Earl period, and
as the latter is a title not familiar to Continental ears it is quite to be expected
that foreigners, when not content with ‘ My lord ’ or ‘ Milord,” would continue to
use Comte de Derwentwater after 1732. Now Lalande and the others say that the
1725 Lodge at Paris was founded by Zord Derwentwater, not Farl of Derwentwater,
and Lord here stands for Count, and not Earl. Thus the fact that John was living
in 1725 does not cast any suspicion on the 1725 Lodge story, and by implication
upon the story of the part that Charles Radcliffe played in French Freemasonry of
this period.

Are there any other reasons for doubting that Charles was of the
Brotlierhood ¢ Bro. Gould asks,

Having left England before the Revival, wlere was Charles Radcliffe
initiated ¢ Not in Paris apparently, because lie opened the first Lodge
there.

It would certainly be interesting, and might even be useful, to know where
and when Charles Radcliffe was made a Mason, but our ignorance of the answers
to these questions does not in the slightest degree affect the credibility of the
narrative. We lhave no list of names of men admitted during the years before
the so-called ¢ Revival ’ of 1717, but we know that men were admitted, and that
zmongst them were men of high social standing. But fortunately there is proof
tliat Charles Radcliffe was a Mason and that lie took a prominent part in the
direction of the Craft in France. This proof is afforded by documents contained
in the Archives of the G.L. of Sweden which were published by order of that G.T..
in or shortly before 1903 (see Bro. R. F. Gould’s Concise History, p. 379).

The following table shews the movements of Charles Radcliffe, so far as we

know anything of them:—

1715 Took part in Rebellion.
1716 May to Dec. In Newgate.
1716 Dec. Escaped to France.
1724 Married ‘in Flanders.’
After his marriage ‘ resided much at Rome.’
1727 In England. Apparently a brief visit.
1733 In London for ‘ some time’ under an assumed name.
(1734) Temporary return to France.
1735-6 In residence in England.
Back to France at end of 1736.
1737-1745 In the service of K. of France and therefore mnot
‘ residing at Rome.’
1745 To England in time for the Rebellion.
1746 Executed.

The residence in Rome must have been at times some-
where between 1724-7 or 1727-1734.
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Bro. Gould asks:—

Also, why does the Sz. James’ Evening Post, which mentions so many
men »f lesser note in its Masonic news, never say a word about Charles
Radcliffe, who was then at the head of the Craft in France?

The Masonic news in the Sz. James' Lvening Post consists of three notes
only : —7th September, 1734, 20th September, 1735, 12th May, 1737. In the first
two only are any names mentioned, so that the absence of any particular name is
not so very significant. The reason why Charles Radcliffe’s name does not appear
is that he was not present on either of the two occasions. And there are two good
reasons for saying that he was not present. Firstly, on 7th September, 1734, the
chances are greatly against his being in France, and on 20th September, 1735, he
was certainly in England. The second reason is even more convincing, and it is
this:—Even had he been in Paris, he, a devoted Jacobite, would not have attended
a meeting got up by men who were IHanovertan Anti-Jacobites, and who would
regard him, Charles Radcliffe, as a rebel condemned to death and a fugitive from
justice.

‘We now come to the point where it is necessary to enquire into the succession

of ‘Grand Masters’ in France at tlfe period in question, and to try to fix the
dates when each began and ended his reign. There are three authorities:—

1. According to the Swedish G.L. documents: —

Macleane .................. was G.M. in France on 22 Oct., 1735
Count of Derwentwater s vy . 's 5 27 Oct., 1735
> s ys s 5, 25 Nov., 1737
' iy 'y 'y from 1736 to 1738

Count of Derwentwater
Count of Derwentwater

II.  According to the earliest published account—that in Der sich Selbst.
&c., Frankfort and Leipsic, 1744, only 8 years after the date
in question, 1736:—

In 1736 Lord Darwentwater was elected G.M. to succeed
James Iector Maclean who had served some years
previously.

ITI. According to Lalande in 1773:—

Lord Derwentwater ...... was ‘looked upon’ as G.M.
Lord Ilarnouester ...... was elected in 1736
Lord IMarnouester ...... was the first elected G.M.

There is no difficulty about the Duc D’ Antin, who was certainly elected
in 1738.

The three accounts just cited are really in accord if Lord Derwentwater and
TLord Harnouester are one and the same man. The succession is then as follows:—

James Hector Maclean(e) ... was not ‘ elected * formally but directed
the French Lodges from some date
uncertain to some date later than 22
Oct., 1735.

Lord Derwentwater ............ followed him in the same informal way
and was ‘ looked upon’ as G.M. until:
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Lord Derwentwater............ was formally elected G.M. at some date
alias Harnouester in 1736.
Lord Derwentwater ............ continued in the office until, on 24
alias Harnouester June, 1738, at the Festival at Luneville,
he formally resigned and:—
Duec D’Antin  .................. was formally elected G.M. at Luneville

24 June, 1738.

If, then, d’Harnouester and Darwentwater are one man, must we regard the
rame d’Harnouester as a simple corruption of or mistake for Darwentwater? 1
cannot think so, for I can trace no resemblance whatever, nor does Bro. Yarker’s
Darrentwatter help me the slightest bit. What, then, is Harnouester or ITarn-
wester? Is it a mame tortured out of its true shape by ¢ French orthography’?
Bro. Gould apparently thinks not:—

Can the utmost ingenuity convert Harnouester into the similitude of

any name known to the English peerage?

Yes! I think it can—for example, ‘ Lord Arnold Western ’ would do very nicely,
and it lias, moreover, the advantage of being a real although extinct title. There-
fore I would urge that the possibility of a disguised real name must not be set asids
without further consideration.

But first let us see if any reason can be assigned why in 1736 Charles
Radcliffe should for Masonic purposes hide his identity by changing his assumed
title from Lord Darwentwater to Lord Something-else. There is such a reason,
snd it is to be found in the desire of the Lodges in France to secure recognition
from the G.L. of England. In the ‘ Instruction Historique,” or Official History
put forth by the Grande Loge de France in 1783, it is asserted that the French
Lodges petitioned the Grand Lodge at London to constitute them into a Provincial
Grand Lodge in 1785. No trace of this ‘ petition’ is to be found in the English
Records, and it was certainly not granted; therefore the ¢ petition’ was probably
en informal enquiry or ‘ feeler.” The English Grand Lodge was Hanoverian Anti-
Jacobite, and would certainly refuse to treat with the proscribed rebel Charles
Radcliffe, calling himself Lord Derwentwater, and a hint to that effect may lhave
caused the disappearance of Lord D. (who was not formally Grand Master, but
only ‘ looked upon ’ as such), and the regular election in due form of a real Grand
Master whose name would not awaken distrust at London. This is a possible, and
I think I may claim that it is a probable, explanation of a change of title by Charles
Radcliffe for Masonic purposes in the year 1736.

That Harnouester was Charles Radcliffe seems to me to be beyond question,
snd the real puzzle is to account for the appearance of this strange looking word,
and the utmost that can be done is to make more or less plausible suggestions
towards a solution of the problem. As already stated, the word ‘ Harnouester *
may stand for some real name—that is, either a family name or a place name.
(Honister is a place name found near Derwentwater Lake). But it is also possible
that Charles Radcliffe when for Masonic purposes discarding his own proper title
deliberately selected a substitute which by a play upon words would contain some
allusion to Freemasonry or Craft Usages. And thus Bro. Hextall’s most happy
discovery of the word ‘Hanaster * or ‘ Ianasterius > may be the key to the solution
of the puzzle. Lord IHarnouester may be the form in which Lord Hanaster has



Notes und Queries. 67

come dowu to us, and this would be equivalenﬁ to Lord Free-of-the-Craft. Bro.
Hextall has shown that the word is an Oxford word, and Oxford influence must
have been very pronounced at the Pretender’s Court.  ITeuce, perhaps, the

selection of this particular expression. J. E. S. Tucksrr.

Nicholas Stone, Statuary and Master Mason to James I. and
Charles I. — The following particulars are taken from ‘‘ The IIistory of Devonshire
from the earliest period to the present, by the Rev. Thiomas Moore
London, 1829,”” Vol. ii., page 417:—

““ Nicholas Stone was born at Woodbury, [Devon,] in 1586, and afterwards
became the most favourite Statuary of his day. In early life he went to London,
and after living for some time with one Isaac James he removed thence to Holland,
where he worked for Peter de Keyser, whose daughter he married. Returning to
Londen, he soon obtained distinction as a Statuary, and was constantly employed
in executing sepulchral monuments for persons of the first distinetion, and in
ornamenting public buildings.

‘“In 1616 he was sent to Edinburgh to execute the wainscot carving in the
King’s Chapel in that citv; and in 1619 he was employed for two years, under
Inigo Jomnes, on the embellishnents of the Banqueting House, Whitehall. The gates
and porch of St. Mary’s Church, Oxford, afford fine specimens of his productions:
he also executed many works of art for King Charles at Windsor Castle.

‘““ Stone kept a regular account in his pocket-book of the works which ha
executed, the names of the individuals by whom he was employed, and the sum
he received in payment for each. This pocket-book, which was preserved in the
family, Vertue obtained, and Walpole has given, in his ¢ Anecdotes of Painting,’
many curious extracts from it. Besides those already mentioned, hLe specifies.
among others, the monument which he was employed by Lucy Countess of Bedford,
a great patroness of the wits of that age, to execute for ler father, mother, and
brother and sister, for which he received 1,0201.

““ He states, also, that he executed the monument of Sir Thomas Bodley,
at Oxford, for which he received from his executor, Mr. Hakewill, 200. The tomb
of Mr. Sutton, the founder of the Charter-house, together with the carved work;
and a tomb for Dr. Donne, in St. Paul’s. The various sums entered in his pocket-
book, as received for the works he had executed, amount to 10,8897. In the
beginning of the reign of Charles I. he received a Patent as Master-Mason to the
King during his life; his salary was 124. aday. . . . . Mr. Stone had three
sons, Henry, Nicholas, and John. THenry was also a sculptor, but he was noted
chiefly as a painter. He imitated Vandyke, some of whose portraits he copied
with remarkable fidelity. He painted several others in Holland, France, and
Italy; but he died in London in 1653. Nicholas was also sent to Italy to study
the arts of sculpture and painting ; but died in London, the same year with his father.
The youngest son, John, was educated at Oxford, being designed for the church,
but during the civil wars he entered the army on the side of the King. On the
failure of the Royal cause lie appears to have studied the arts, and went abroad for
improvement, where he remained 37 years and acquired a kuowledge of several

languages.”’
Henry J. Davncreisn,
P.M. 39, P.P.G.D.,

Devonshire.
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William Bramwell Smith.— A Book of Sermons, entitled *“ The Sins and
Wretchedness of Christendom: transgressions against kindly helps and governments
of divine institution . . . . By Willlam Bramwell Smith, M.A., Chaplain of
S. John the Baptist, in Aston-juxta-Birmingham, . . . . MDCCCLXII.,”
is dedicated to * The Right Honourable Lord Leigh, Lord Lieutenant of the County
of Warwick; and Provincial Grand Master for Warwickshire, in the Ancient
and Houourable Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons.”” The author describes

himself,
““ With fraternal and lowly regard,

Your Lordship’s faithfully attached Servant,
W. BramMweLL SmiTH,
(W) Cc.e89.  J.W.378.
and the date is added ‘“S. John’s Eve, A.D. 1862. A.L. 5862.”

It seemns evident that our Reverend Brother was Chaplain of the Lodge of
Light, No. 689 (now No. 468), Birmingham, and Junior Warden of the Apollo
Lodge, No. 378 (now No. 301), Alcester. Te mentions that the Lodge of Light
was the Mother Lodge of Lord Leigh and himself. But what is the meaning of
the characters within the brackets which precede this Masonic description? I
suggest that they may perhaps represent the brother’'s ¢ Mark.” The Grand Lodg:
of Mark Master Masons for England and Wales was formed in 1856, and Lord
Leigh was the first Grand Master, but I do not find that a Mark Lodge was
working in or near Birmingham at that period.

The author mentions in the dedication that ““ A former Bisliop of Worcester,
Dr. Carr, (my own Diocesan up to the day of his death,) did avow that ‘ e never
felt out of Christian harness whilst obeying the principles and laws of Masonry.” ™’
Robert James Carr was born at Twickenham in 1774. He matriculated at
Worcester College, Oxford, and was ordained in 1798. After holding some small
preferments, he became Vicar of Brighton, and while there was brought to the
notice of the Prince of Wales, afterwards George IV., whose personal friendship
be thenceforth enjoyed. In 1820 le took his B.D. and D.D. degrees, and
was appointed Dean of Hereford. In 1824 he was consecrated Bishop of

‘hichester, holding at the same time a Canonry in St. Paul’s Cathedral. He was
also appointed Clerk to the Closet, an office which he held until 1837. In 1831 he
was translated to Worcester. Can any brother furnish particulars of his Masonic

career ?

W.J.S.

The Royal Arch Certificate of Admiral Sir Sidney Smith. —Most
unexpectedly a Masonic Certificate has come to light, which was originally issued
to a famous Englishman, viz., Admiral Sir Sidney Smith, the successful defender
of Acre against Napoleon.

This interesting document was granted by a Paris R. A. Chapter in the
vear 1818. It is of parchment, 164 iuches by 11} inches in size, and is made out
in both French and English, some of the abbreviations in the latter language being
curious.

The design is as follows:-—

At the head of the Certificate is a large Arch in sepia, with a Square and
Compasses and the words Horivess To THE Lorp. On the dexter side are the






Notes and Queries. 69

following letters in a circle:—H.T.W.S.S.T.K.S. On the sinister side a Medal
with a Masonic device, and the words ‘‘ Temple M* M" Pheenix L. Paris.”” Also
Ne Varietur, with the signature 1V. Sidney Smith. The whole of the document
s written by hand.

The English portion of the Certificate is as follows, verbutim et literatim :—

Tue MosT ENLIGHTENED EasT.
WHERE REIGNED SILENCE, UNiTY & PPEAcCE.

To all Enlightened Entered, Passed, Raised and Exalted Sup... Excel...
Royal-arche mas... under the Canopy of heaven.

We The high Pri... and off... of The chapter Royal-arclie Sup.-. Excel.-.
mag.-. held under sanction of The lodge named Pheenix, Regul... Regist... at East
of Paris.

Do hereby Certify, declare and attest That The Bearer our faithful aud
well beloved Brother, Sir Willicm Sidney Smith is a Member of our Chapter as
having been raised To The Subl... degree. -

We Recommand him To our True & Faithful Brother of our order, Recom-
mandable by his Civil & mag... qualities.

Given under our Sign... Seal... and Timb... of our chapter, at The East of
Paris, the 4" day of the 2" m... (bul) 5818.

. H. P... Hucquet.
2 mast... De Gubriuc Du Souchet :

3 mast... Dupont.
Barthe. Scr.-. 33°.-.

The French portion reads as follows:—
D'uvy Licy Teiks Ecrami.
Ou RecnexT LE SiLExce L'uxion & na Palix.

A Tous les fl... Eclai... Reconnus Elev... & Init... Sup... Excel.-. Royul
Arclie mag.-. Sous la voute Cel... du Zenith.

Les G%.. Pr... & off.-. du Chap... Royal arche Etabli par les Const.-. de la
R... L... du Pheenix, seant & 1’Or... de Paris.

Certifions & attestons que le Porteur du Présent notre fidele & bien aimé f...
Sar William Sidney Smith est membre de notre chap... comme ayant été Elevé i ce
Grade subl...

Prions en Conséquence tous les vrais & fidels ff... de notre ordre Subl... de le
Reconnaitre pour Tel & 1’accuellir comme un Mag... aussi recommandables par ses
qualités Civiles que par celles Mac®es...

Donné sous nos sinigs.-. Sceaux & Timbre. Or... de Paris le 4° Jour du 2¢
Mois (bul) 5818. ‘

The Certificate is also signed by many officers and members of the Chapter.
Among these appear the following English names, viz. : —Geo. Leeds, C. Knatclibull,
J. E. Leeds, J. Kelly and J. S. Lillie.

Sir William Sidney Smith was born at Westminster in 1764, and having
sdopted the navy as his profession, he followed it with such success, that he was
post-captain in the British Navy at the early age of nineteen.
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Under Admiral Lord Hood he assisted at the destruction, in 1793, of French
ships and stores at Toulon, but was subsequently taken prisoner at Havre.

After two years’ confinement lie succeeded in escaping to England, and was
sent, in 1798, to the eastern Mediterranean in command of a small squadron.
ITere he undertook the defence of the Syrian fortress of St. Jean d’Acre, which was
imvested by Napoleon with 10,000 men. This place he held against repeated
attacks, and Napoleon was compelled to raise the siege and retire to Egypt.

Smith was made rear-admiral in 1805, vice-admiral in 1810, and in 1821
was raised to the rank of full admiral.

He spent many years in France, being proficient in the French; language
and well introduced in French society. Ile resided in France from 1785 to 1787,
accolpanied the British Army to Paris in 1815, and died there in 1840, at Lis
residence, No. 9, Rue d’Augesseau, aged 76.

Smith must have occupied a somewhat prominent position in the Craft in
France, for the French correspondent of the Freemasons’ Quarterly Review, in
announcing his death in 1840, says that his demise ‘“had cast a gloom over
Masonry in Paris.”” Ile also intimated hLis intention of contributing to the
Magazine a biographical sketch of ‘‘ this distinguished Mason,’”” but which seems
uever to lhiave appeared.!

It would be interesting if some details of the Masonic career of this sailor

Brother could even now be collected, and placed on record.
J. T. Tuore.
111, 1840, pp. 240 and 388.

Francis Commins.— Bro. W. B. Hextall kindly calls attention to the fact
that in the Churchyard of Breedon-on-the-Iill, Leicestershire, a large slate slab
covers the grave of Francis Commins. The inscription is as follows:—

Underneath this Tomb
lyeth interred the body of
Mzr. Francis Commins
Mason
wlo was born in this parish
Citizen and Liveryman
of London
Renter Warden of the Company of Masons
Commissioner of His Majesty’s Land Tax of the Parish
of St. George’s, Hanover Square
wlho departed this life July 4%
MDCCXXIV.
Aged LVI. years.

The records of the Masons’ Company of London shew that in 1724 Richard
Lissiman was Renter Warden, and the name of Commins does not appear as such.
Bro. Edward Conder suggests that he may have been appointed at the Midsummer
Court, and so was de jure Renter Warden at the time of his death, which occurred
on 4th July, just a few days after the appointment. At the September Court,
when it is usual for the Wardens to be sworn in, the vacancy would be filled, and

apparently Lissiman took office in his place.
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The widow of Commins, who died 8th November, 1745, was buried in an
adjoining grave, and her tombstone records that she, “‘in compliance with her
husband’s desire at his decease, gave three hundred pounds, and by her will
bequeathed a further sum of £500 to the Parish of Breedon, the interest of which
sums were appointed to pay a school-master for the education of the children of

the poor of the said parish of Breedon.”’
_ W.J.S.

Bro. Dring’s List of Books containing References to Freemasonry.—
To this list may be added the following:—

“Tre Morion oF Fruips, NarvraL and ARrTIFICIAL. . . . . By
M. Clare, A M. London: Printed for Epwarp Symon, over-against the Royal-
Faxchange in Cornhall: M.DCC.XXXV.

Dedicated to The Right Honourable Tuomas Tuvynwe, Lord Viscount
WevmovuTH, Baron of WARMINSTER, Grand Muster of the ANTIENT and TTONOURABLE
SocieTry of FrEE and Acceprep Masons, &e., &e., &c.

Martin Clare, the writer of this book, is the reputed author of the famous
‘“ Defence of Masonry,”” printed in 1730. He was Master of an Academy in Soho
Square, London, as appears in his advertisement, at the end of the above book, of
the third edition of his ¢ Youth’s Introduction to Trade and Business.”’

The only reference to Freemasonry I have traced in the book, is in the

¢

Dedication, where Clare refers to ‘‘ your chearful Acceptance of the Granp-

MastersuIp of that most Antient and Reputable OrpER, over which your Lorpsure
was unanimously elected to preside.’’
Also in the ‘‘ Advertisement '’ is a reference to Dr. Desaguliers, who had

33

favoured him with ‘‘ free and friendly Conservations’’ on the subjects dealt with

in this Treatise.
J. T. Tuorep.
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OBITUARY.

HE hand of Death has been heavy upon us, and the following
valued members of our Correspondence Circle have passed

away:—

George Allen, of 163, Ramsden Road, Balham, London,
S.W., on 3rd April, 1914, at the advanced age of 88. Idle was
initiated in St. Luke’s Lodge No. 144 on 7th April, 1856, and

was its senior Past Master. He was also a member of the

Chapter of Industry No. 186. He joined our Correspondence
Circle in September, 1887, being No. 109 on the Roll. The funeral took place at

Norwood Cemetery.

George Thomas Amphlett, late of Cape Town, who died at Salisbury,
Rhodesia, on 27th February, 1914, in his 63rd year. He was initiated in the Lodge
De Goede Hoop No. 12 (D.C.) in 1891 and became its Presiding Master on St.
John’s Day, 1898; he received the ‘“ High Degrees’’ (Hooge Graden) recognized
in the Netherlands (the Elu and Rose Croix) in the Chapter De Goede Hoop in
1892, and at a later date hecame an Officer of Provincial Grand Lodge as Junior
Warden, serving the then usual term of three years in that capacity. He took an
active part in the management of the Masonic Education Fund of South Africa,
and was for many vears a member of the small sub-committee which examines all
petitions for assistance and enquires into the circumstances of each case. Bro.
Amphlett had spent thirty-three years in the service of the Standard Bank of
South Africa, Ltd., for the greater part of the time as Secretary to the General
Managers, and while holding that position he had from time to time acted as
Assistant General Manager. He was Chairman of the Council of the Institute of
Bankers in South Africa from its inception: for one year he was its President,
and as such delivered a valuable address to his fellow-members. He was a keen
mountaineer and one of the most valued members of the Mountain Club of South
Africa. He could pass on to others the enjoyment of climbing, for he often
published vivid accounts of his experiences. A more serious excursion in a literary
direction was the compilation of a history of the Bank in which he served. During
the Boer War he was a Captain in the Capetown Town Guard. He retired from his
banking duties at the beginning of February last, and had started on a tour round
the World, which was cut short during its first stage—a visit to Rhodesia. His
retirement was marked by presentations from the officers of the Bank and members
of the Institute with which he was connected. Our Bro. C. Fred. Silberbauer sent
the following verse to Sowth A frica, in memory of his intimate friend and * Masonic

twin-brother ’ : —

From many a mountain-top on earth hast thou
Entranced belield the earliest beams of light;
But God’s own radiance greets thy spirit now
In realms which know nor weariness nor night.

Bro. Amphlett joined the Correspondence Circle in October 1891.
0.11.B.



Obituary. 73

Raphael Benzecry, 33, Inverness Terrace, Bayswater, London, W., of
the Royal Lodge of Friendship No. 278, Gibraltar, Past District Grand Registrar
of that District and a member of Calpean Chapter, attached to Lodge 278. He
was In his 63rd year, and had spent the greater part of his life in Gibraltar. He
was prominent in the Jewish community in London, and filled various positions in
connection with Jeéwish charities. His death occurred on 19th March, 1914. Hs=
was a life member of our Correspondeuce Circle, whicl he joined in November, 1910.

Arthur Carpenter, of Elmsleigh, Staines, Middlesex, on 12th February,
1914, in his 53rd year. He was initiated in the Staines Lodge No. 2536, beconiing
Master in 1907. But it was perhaps with the Derwent Lodge No. 40, of Hastings.
his birth-place, that he had the closest connection. His father had been Master in
1857, and Bro. Arthur Carpenter joined the Lodge, and became W.M. in the
Centenary year, 1913. In this capacity he welcomed our members on their visit to
Hastings in June last year. He prepared a very interesting account of the Derwent
Lodge entitled ‘* Landmarks in the Records of the Derwent Lodge No. 40, 1813-
1913.”” which was printed as a souvenir of the Centenary meeting. Bro. Carpenter
also belonged to many other Lodges. He was appointed Provincial Grand Secretary
for Middlesex in 1908 and filled the office with conspicuous zeal. He was A.G.D.C
of Bucks in 1306, and A.G.D.C. in Grand Lodge in 1911. As a Royal Arcli Mason,
he was exalted in the Jerusalem Chapter No. 185 in 1896, was Prov. G.J. of
Middlesex in 1908, and in 1909 took up the duties of Prov. G. Scribe E. In 1911
e was appointed Grand Standard Bearer of England (R.A.). Many other Masonic
degrees claimed Bro. Carpenter’s attention. By profession he was a solicitor, and
he held several public offices, besides being much interested in rowing and yachting.
He was a keen lover of the drama and a member of the Playgoers Club. His burial
took place at Hastings. Bro. Carpenter joined our Correspordence Circle in Juue,
1900.

George Coborn Caster. of Peterborough. on 12th January, 1914. He
was born on 2nd February, 1850, initiated in St. Peter’s T.odge No. 442 in 1880.
became W.DM. in 1890, was appointed Prov. G. Sword Bearer in 1885 and Prov.
Grand Warden in 1893. In the R.A. he was exalted in St. Peter's Chapter No. 442
in 1882, was Z. in 1893 and 1899, was appointed Prov. A.G. Sojourner in 1887,
Prov. G.J. in 1894 and 1906, and also took many other degrees. He joined the
Correspondence Circle of this Lodge in March. 1892.

Dr. Christian David Ginsburg, of Oakthorpe, Palmer’s Green, London,
N.. on 7th March, 1914, a member of the Richard Eve Lodge No. 2772, and of our
Correspondence Circle from January, 1910. Dr. Ginsburg was famous as a learned
Orientalist and a great Hebrew scholar, and was one of the most indefatigable of
the modern Hebraists. He was born at Warsaw on 25th December, 1831, and was
educated at the Rabbinic College in that city. He published in 1862 a volume on
the literature of the Karaite Jews. and wrote many other similar works, dealing
with Jewish and Bible history. The great work of his life was the publication of
the Massorah. an exposition of the Massoretic annotations to the Hebrew Bible by
2 learned medieval scholar. Only two volumes of this important book had been
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issued when Dr. Ginsburg died. He alse contributed many articles to Dictionaries
and Encyclopzdias of Bible History, and was the possessor of a most interesting
collection of old German printed Bibles. The interment took place at Southgate
Cemetery.

Hugh Marcus Hobbs, Lloyds’, London, E.C., in March, 1913. He was
P.Prov. G.W., and P. Prov. G.J., Surrey, and joined our Correspondence Circle in
January, 1890.

James Hodson, of Mill House, Robertsbridge, Sussex, on 17th January,
1914, a member of the Correspondence Circle since May, 1892, Past Master of the
Abbey Lodge No. 1184, Battle, and P.Prov. Grand S.B., Sussex.

Dr. Eugene Woodworth MeCord, 962, West Seventh Street, St. Paul,
Minnesota, U.S.A., who became a member of our Correspondence Circle in June,
1908. He was born at Warrenham, Pennsylvania, on 16th January, 1854, and
initiated in the Border Lodge No. 406, at Rock Rapids, Towa, in 1881. He was
Master of the Capital City Lodge No. 217 (Minnesota) for four years; and was
exalted in the Summit Chapter No. 45 (Minnesota). Subsequently he became an
Hon. 33°. His death occurred on 2lst December, 1913, and he was accorded a

Masonic funeral.

Frank Maidment, of 100, Glenferry Road, Kew, Victoria, Australia, a
member of Inverell Lodge No. 48, New South Wales, on 15th January, 1914. He
joined our Correspondence Circle in June, 1909.

Charles Fitzgerald Matier, Mark Masons’ Hall, Great Queen Street,
l.ondou, W.C., on 24th February, 1914. Bro. Matier, who had reached his 74th
year, was initiated into Freemasonry under the Scottish Constitution in the St. Clair
Lodge No. 349, Edinburgh, where he took the three Craft degrees on 15th April,
1863. He joined the English Constitution in the Derby Lodge No. 1055, at
Cheetham, Manchester, in 1869, thus commencing a long and interesting career,
which culminated in 1899 with his promotion as P. Dep. G.D.C. in Grand Lodge.
He attained to equal eminence in the R.A., to which he was exalted in 1868 in the
Edinburgh Chapter No. 1 (S.C.). In 1880 he joined the St. John Chapter No. 221,
Bolton, Lancashire, and in 1887 was appointed P. Dep. G.D.C. (R.A.). It was
lLis work in connection with the Mark degree that brought him prominently before
the Masonic World. Through this and other ‘side’ degrees, having their head-
quarters at Mark Masons’ Hall, he became known almost universally. TIn 1869 he
became first Master of the St. Andrew’s Mark Lodge No. 22, which was formed
under the Scottish Constitution, but came under the English Constitution about
1872. In 1887 he was appointed Assistant Grand Secretary and Secretary of tlie
Mark Benevolent Fund, and in 1889, when the office became vacant, he was made
Grand Secretary of the Mark degree. Other degrees claimed his especial attention,
and he was a member of the 33°, A. and A.R. He was also Grand Secretary of
the Allied Degrees from 1884, and Grand Recorder of the Knights of the Red Cross
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of Constantine from 1891. He joined the St. George’s Preceptory, Knights Templar,
in 1886, and subsequently wrote an interesting history of the Preceptory. In 1896
he became Grand Vice-Chancellor, K.T. He also held the office of Honorary
Past Grand Warden of Greece. He had been associated with this Lodge for many
years, joining the Correspondence Circle in June, 1888. The interment took place
at Highgate Cemetery.

James Stephen Norton, of 8, Broad Street, Hereford, on 12th March,
1914. This brother, who was 64 years of age, was initiated in the Palladian Lodge
No. 120 in October, 1881, becoming its W.M. in 1889. He was Secretary of the
Lodge from 1901 to his death. In 1893 he was appointed Prov. G.D., and in 1908
Prov. G.W. He joined our Correspondence Circle in March, 1900.

Dr. T. Frederick Pearse, for some years Librarian of tlhe District Grand
Lodge of Bengal, in which he took much interest. He retired from the position
last year on account of ill-health, and his death took place at Torquay on 14th April,
1914.

Reuben Henry Penney, of 1, Mayrick Road, Sheerness. Kent, on 29th
March, 1914. He was a member of the Constitutional Lodge No. 55, the Earl
Strafford Lodge No. 3500, and the Upton Chapter No. 1227. He was elected a
member of our Correspondence Circle in October, 1913,

George Josiah Pinckard, New Orleans, Louisiana, U.S.A, an early mem-
ber of the Correspondence Circle, which he joined in May, 1887. being No. 76 on
the list. He was Representative of the Grand Lodge of England at the Grand
Lodge of Louisiana, and Past Grand High Priest in the R.A. Bro. Pinckard, who
was 84 years of age, was burnt to death by a sad accident on 9th February, 1914.

Martin Pulvermann, of 10, Church Road, Forest Hill, London, S.E., of
the Royal Athelstan Lodge No. 19, who joined our Correspondence Circle in
October, 1895. His death occurred in November, 1910.

Robert Clay Sudlow, Snow Hill Buildings, London, E.C., on 17th
February, 1914. Bro. Sudlow was born on 10th January, 1846, at Liverpool, and
in 1879 became business Manager of Messrs. Burroughs, Wellcome & Co., in which
capacity he attained distinction in the commercial life of the City of London. He
was initiated in the Croydon Lodge of Concord No. 463 in 1877, and two years later
became a Founder of the Clapham Lodge No. 1818. He was first Master of the
Eastes Lodge No. 1965, Bromley, Kent. 1In that Province he was appointed Prov
G. Deacon, and was three times honoured with rank in Grand Lodge—in 1890 as
Grand Standard Bearer, in 1901 as P.A.G.D.C., aud in 1910 as Past Grand Deacon.
In the R.A., he was exalted in the Royal Middlesex Chapter No. 1194, was P. Prov.
G. Scribe N. of Middlesex, and P.A.G. Sojourner in Grand Chapter. It was as an
exponent of the ritual of the Emulation Lodge of Improvement that Bro. Sudlow
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was best known to his Masonic brethren. He was elected a member of the Com-
mittee of that body in 1883. and on Bro. Thomas Fenn’s retirement became the
leading member. Until the time of his death he was a most assiduous worker in
the Lodge. He became a member of cur Correspondence Circle in October, 1892.
The funeral took place at Norwood.

John Engelbert Wiberg, 35, Old Bond Street, London. W.. on 18th
March, 1913, a Past Master of the Selwyn Lodge No. 1901 and J. of the Selwyn

Chapter. He was a member of our Correspondence Circle from November, 1906.




























FRIDAY, 1st MAY, 1914

HIS Lodge met at Freemasons' Hall, at 5 p.m. Present:—Bros. Edwar:l
Armitage, P.Dep.G.D.C., W.AL; E. H. Dring, I.P.3M.; W. B. Hextall,
S.W.; W. Wonnacott, J.W.; Canon J. W. Horsley, P.G.Ch., P.M.,
Chap.; W. John Songhurst. P.A.G.D.C.. Sceretary; F. W. Levander,
J.D.; Edward Conder, I.R.. P.M.; John T. Thorp. P.A.G.D.C., P.M.;
and J. P. Simpson, P.A.G.IR., P.M.

Also the following members of the Correspondence Circle : —Bros.
Fred. H. Postans, A. C. Walter. Colonel J. Austin Carpenter, P.G.8.B.,
Rev. E. C. Tippetts, W. Young Hucks, J. W. A. Earle, A. H. Bowen, Percy H. Horley,
J. Smith. A. C. Mead. F. A. Hazzledine. P.A.G.D.C.. James Scott. Rev. Prebendary
Arthur J. Ingram, P.G.Ch.. Fred. Armitage. C. Nauwerck. Major Alic Sutherland, C. It
Turnbull, H. F. Raymond. Gordon P. G. Hills. H. Coote Lake, Coi. . Warliker, F. .J.
Asbury, R. H. Wood, Wm. Allen, Henry Huxley. S. J. Fenton, Col. Sir Howland Roberts,
3art., Mustapha Ben Yusuph. Sydney Tappenden, H. K. Baynes, G. IT. Luetchford, A. T.
Prewer, Osborne Pearston, Dr. William Hammond, P.G.D., H. M. Woodman, R. E.
lLandesmann, Dr. G. A. Greene, G. A. Turner, Walter H. Brown, P.G.Stew., W. E.
Gilliland, F. B. Kempe, J. Sargeant Stacy, G. Fullbrook. Geo. T. Lawrence, D. Bock,
H. G. Warren, O. H. Bate, P.Pr.G.M., South Africa (D.C.), F. W. Le Tall, L. A. Engel,
Geo. C. Williams, G. Vogeler, A. C. Beal, F. E. Toye, T. E. Shuttleworth, Dr. S. Walshe
Owen, Herbert Burrows, J. I'. H. Gilbard. Col. M. J. G. Scobie, C.B., S.G.D., Rev. Dr.
H. G. Rosedale, G.Ch., Leonard Danielsson, F. W. Green, and J. Procter Watson.

Also the following visitors: —DBros. P. Rockley. High Cross Lodge No. 754; P.
Muddukrishnaiya, East Angiian Lodge No. 2920; C. Hudson. Hyde Park Lodge No. 1425;
P. Peet, P.M., Oak Lodge No. 190; J. J. Pitcairn, P.M., St. George's Lodge No. 370;
Geo. R. Allen, Lodge of Brotherly Love No. 329; P. G. Hodgson. Grecia Lodge No. 1105;
J. M. Sconer and A. W. Nocrman, Beach Lodge No. 2622; E. K. Mead. Baltic Lodge
No. 3006; J. Solomons, S.D., Covent Garden Lodge No. 1614: C. E. Aldom, 8.W.,
Pe Ell Lodge No. 157 (Washington); Ernest Ingman, Lodge of Sympathy No. 483; A. W.
Donne, D.C., Sanctuary Lodge No. 3051; Chas. E. Newling, S.D., Whitehall Lodge
No. 3020; and D. Taylor, P.Pr.A.G.Sec., Herts.

Letters of apology for noun-attendance were received from Bros. G. Greiner,
P.A.G.D.C., P.M.; Edward Macbean, P.AM.: J. P. Rylands: Dr. W. J. Chetwode
Crawley, G.Treas., Ireland; Hamon le Strange, Pr.G.M., Norfolk. P.M.: Fred. J. W.
Crowe. P.A.G.D.C.. PM.: T. J. Westropp: H. I. Berry; L. A. de Malezovich; William
Watson; R. F. Gould, P.G.W., P.M.; A. Cecil Powell; and I. H. Goldney. P.G.D., P.M.

Four Lodges., one Masonic Association and forty-four Brethren were admitted to
membership of the Correspondence Circle.
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Hearty congratulations were extended to H.R.H. the Duke of Connaught,
M, W.G.M., upon his attaining to the age of 64 on this day.

A Vote of Congratulation was accorded to members of the Lodge and Cor-
respondence Circle who received Honours at the IFestival of Grand Lodge held on 29th
April.

The SEcRETARY drew atiention to the following

EXHIBITS.
By Bro. ¥. W. Levanper, London.

Royal Arch Jewrrn, Athol or Irish pattern, formerly belonging to Companion Wm.
Weight. and made by N. Lewis, St. James Street, 1818,

SasH, belonging to same Companion.

R.A. Jewen, dated 1827, of Companion Joshua Stanfield Hutchinson. made by
Ly. Hatton. London Bridge. The hall-mark is of 1815.

By Bro. Epexezer S. Puinrirs, Bridgeport, Connecticut.

Proroerarn of Silver Mewbership Jewel. issued in 1813 to Compn. Samuel M.
Porter, of Fidelity Chapter No. 10. Woodbury, Connceticut. The Chapter was chartered
in 1809 in a small country town, and in 1818 was obliged to surrender its warrant from
lack of support. Presented to the Lodge.

By Bro. Seymour Brrr, Dep.Prov.G.M., Northumberland.

Masonic HaLrpexNy Toxexs. These are struck from the same dies. but the inserip-
tions around the edges vary as follows:—

Halfpenny, payable at the Black Horse, Tower Hill.
Halfpenny, I. Schichley fecit, 1794.

Halfpenny. payable in Lancaster, London or Bristol.
Halfpenny Token, MDCCXCIY.

Halfpenny, payable at London.

Masonic Token, J. Sketcheley. Birmingham feeit.
Masonic Token, I. Schichley fecit 1794.

MasONIC SEAL.
Jewrr, Edinburgh St. Clair Lodge No. 349.

Mepar. ditto. (See Medals of British Freemasonry. No. 99.)

By Bro. Joux T. THorp, Leicester.

CERTIFICATE (sec Ante, p. 63) issued by the Royal Arch Chapter under the sanction
of the Pheenix Lodge. Paris, to Sir William Sidney Smith, on the fourth day of the
month Bul, 1818. The form of Certificate is precisely similar to that granted to Ragon
in the same year. (See A.Q.0. xxi., 36.)

By Bro. A. G. Macey, Torquay.

Proroerarn of a drawing in the possession of the Lodge of True Love & Unity
No. 248, Brixham. This was presented to the Lodge by a Bro. Joseph Johnson, but it
is not known how it came into his possession. The p;o‘nm‘al design suggests Continental
influence. At present no key to the cypher has been discovered,
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Photographic Reproduction of a Drawing in the possession of the Lodge of
True Love and Unity, No. 248, Brixham.
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By Bro. H. F. WryMan, Rochester.
R.A. JEwEL, Scotch type. 1827.

Masonic Harrpen~ny Toxex, “Scetchley fecit 1794.”

By Bro. Avrrep Gares, Sherborne.

Cerrirrcate, Grand Lodge of Kngland. issued 20th February. 1829, in favour of
James Lucas.

R.A. CertIFICATE, issued 12th May, 1815, by Royal Arch Chapter of Charity No. 9,
Bristol, in favour of James Lucas, who was exalted on 14th January, 1814. This certificate
is signed by Rob. Edw. Case. Z.; J. A. Stansbury, H.: W. H. Goldwyer. as J.; T. Howe,
E.

Templar CertirrcaTe, dated 1821, and issued to the same Brother by the ¢ Provincial
Grand Conclave of Baldwyn " and signed : —

Henry Wills Shew Gr: Com: of Elec: Masters.

Fras- H. Grigg Gr: Com: of Sco: Knights.

R. K. Case Gr: Com: of Kni: of the East.
Henry Smith Gr: Com: of Kni: Templars.

F. C. Husenbeth Gr: Com: of Kni: Rosae Crucis.

James Lucas was initiated in the Moira Lodge of Bristol No. 613 (now the Moira
Lodge of Honour No. 326) on the 27th April, 1813, by the R.W.M.. Bro. William Dimmock
Rolfe. He was passed and raised by Bro. F. C. Husenbeth, Dep.Pr.G.M., acting as
R.W.M. pro tem, on September 24th, was clected Treasurer 11th December, and invested
December 28th, 1813. He was installed R.W.M. December 30th. 1814, and was again
elected Treasurer at the completion of his term of office. He was Prov. Grand Secretary
from 1815 to 1821, and remained a loyal member of the Lodge during the difficult period
1822-1827, when its membership was reduced to four.

There are some references to Bro. Lucas in the Minutes of the extinct Lodge of
Benevolence, Sherborne, as follows: —

April 5, 1819. Brother James Lucas of Lodge 613 & 314 Bristol having
presented a handsom Pitcher to this Lodge it was unanimousiy
resolved that the Secretary return him the thanks of the Brethren.

May 26, 1823. A letter was received from him. complaining of not having
been paid for Masonic Glass and other articles. The Lodge had paid
the Treasurer but he had not handed over the money to Lucas.

Aug. 13, 1819. Another application was made for a Bowl and other Articles,
and three jugs had by the Treasurer and presented to the Lodge were
ordered to be immediately broken as it seems the then Treasurer was
a defaulter and many Masonic charges were made against him at this
time.

Four Manuscript Riruars, Craflt and R.A.

One of the Books bears the name of Bro. Joseph Baker. who was initiated June
22nd, 1813, and passed and raised on the same date as Bro. Lucas. He was appointed
Secretary of the Lodge in 1814, S. W, 1816. W.M. 1817 and Prov.S.G.D. in 1819.

Leather Apron, with groups of tools, hand-painted. An inscription under the flap
states that this belonged to Brother Henry Beaton, whe died on March 26th, 1819, anid
was buried in Colley Garden, Portsmouth, April 2nd, 1819.
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By the SECRETARY.

Glass GosLer and Decaxtrr, engraved with Masonic emblems. The decanter has
the name ““J. A. Tressider” upon it.

Ivory S~urr-Box.
RerorT oF THE CoMMirree or CHariry, 1725.

The present Fund of Benevolence of the Grand Lodge of England may be said to
have originated with the Earl of Dalkeith (Grand Master, 1723-4), who at the Quarterly
Communication on 21st November, 1724, recommended to the brethren present a General
Charity, and amongst other things proposed that **a Monthly Colleccon be made 1n
each Lodge according to the Quality and Number of the said Lodge and put into a
Joynt Stock.”” At the next meeting, on 17th March, 1725, a Committee of thirteen was
appointed to consider the proposals and submit & Report. The Report was presented to
Grand Lodge on 27th November, 1725, and is copied in full in the Minutes of the meeting
held on that day. The original Report, signed by nine members of the Committee, is
preserved amongst 1he Rawlinson MSS. at the Bodleian Library.

The Report was printed and circulated amongst the Lodges present on 27th Decem-
ber, 1725, and at the next meeting (28th February, 1726) some small amendments were
made. 1n June, 1727, and March, 1729. the Report was again circulated amongst the
Lodges, and on 25th November, 1729, the first contributions were handed in.

The work of printing the Report was entrusted to John Pine, who in December,
1730, presented the Committee of Charity with £1 16s., the amount of his bill for
printing. Hitherto it has been assumed that the Report was printed from type, but from
the copy now exhibited (and no other has yet been found) it appears that it was etche:l
on copper.

The accompanying illustrations are much reduced in size, the original pages being
about 15” x 9%”. It seems clear that this was one of the copies handed to the representa-
tives of the Lodges in December. 1725. as it does not contain the amendments made by
Grand Lodge in IFebruary of the following year.

ItruminatEp AppreEss or THE CoronNsri Lover, Toroxto.

The fraternal Resolutions embodied in this Address are referred to Ante, p. 23;
and a photographic reproduction of the document is now given.

By Bro. G. H. Luercrrorp, Harold Wood, JEssex.

Engraved Jue, Liverpool ware.

By Bro. OssorNe PearstoN, London.

JEwEL, struck to commemorate the Ter-jubilee in 1912 of Lodge Thistle No. 87,
Glasgow, which was consecrated in 1762.

By Bro. A. C. WaLrer, Walton-on-Thames.

Jue, with Masonic emblems.

The Brethren who had kindly lent objects for exhibition, or who had made
presentations to the Lodge Museum, received hearty thanks.

Bro. Epwarn Coxper read the following paper:—
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THE ORDERS AND REGULATIONS FOR THE COMPANY
OF MASONS OF THE CITY OF LONDON IN THE YEAR
1481 AND THE FEAST OF THE QUATUOR CORONATI.

BY BRO. EDWARD CONDER, FSA., PiM, LR.

HERE is no city in the civilized world that can rival London in
the possession of a collection of Archives so ancient and so com-
plete as that which is preserved in the Record Room at Guildhall.

A Sequence of Letter Books and Journals gives us an uu-

broken record of civic transactions and events, both social and
'—-———h} political, with details of the greatest interest for a period of over
six hundred years, beginning in the 4th year of Edward I. with
the Letter Book A of 1275.

In my History of the Masons’ Company of London® I endeavoured to trace
the earliest record of the Craft, restricting my enquiries to the City of London alone.
Although the Company was not then incorporated, yet so early as 1272 it was the
custom of the city to appoint two Master Carpenters and two Master Masous to
view and report on the erection of any new buildings within its boundaries.

From an early document at Guildhall there is preserved the “ Othe of the
Viewers, Maister and Wardens of Masons and Carpenters,”” thus indicating that
st that date the Craft was properly organized and recognized as a Fellowship which
ultimately became one of the Gilds.

With the assumption of Livery the corporate character of a Fellowship
becomes evident, and although we lhiave no documentary evidence, yet we may date
the custom to at least as early as 1299, for, according to Stow’s Survey, in that
year, after the marriage of Edward I. with Margaret of France, his second wife,
which was celebrated at Caunterbury on September 8th, the citizens of London to
the number of siz hundred rode out to meet the Bridal procession in one livery of
red and white with the cognizances of their Gilds or Mysteries embroidered on their
sleeves.

The earliest notice of the Masons as one of the City Gilds may be found in
Letter Book H, folio 465. This is a list of those Companies entitled to send repre-
sentatives to the Common Council and is dated August 1376 [1. Edward III.]

For particulars of a curious mistake on the part of the copyist who posted
up Letter Book H in that year and entered the Masons Company as the ‘‘ firee-
masons *’ and afterwards corrected it to ‘“ Masons.”” I must refer the reader to my
Paper on the Masons Company and its Lodge in an earlier volume of our
Transactions.®

L Ltecords of the Iole Crafte and Fellowship of Masons. London, 1894.
% Ars Quatuor Coronatorum, ix., 28
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In my endeavours to arrive at the earliest date when the Masons assumed
a ‘“clothing " I was fortunate in finding in the Iondon Companies’ MSS. at the
Guildhall Library!a report written by the Clerk of the Company dated February
9th, 1724 /5, in answer to certain enquiries concerning the antiquity of the Gild and
its right to Livery. It is evident from this report that at the date of writing the
Clerk had access to books belonging to the Company whiclh no longer exist, and
from those books lie extracts from one entitled.—* Constitutions made and granted
** to the Fellowship of the Free Masons enfranchised within this Honourable City
““ of London in the time of John Brown, Mayor of the City iu the one and twentieth
 year of the reign of King Edward the fourth after the conquest 15% day of
* October 1481."

He gives certain particulars of their right to a Livery, and that once in
cvery Three years the persons of the Fellowship be ‘‘ cladd in one clothing con-
venient to their powers and degrees, to be ordained for by the Wardens of the
same Craft, Mistery or Science for the time being ’’: aud further, if any one
refuse to take the clothing and wear it, who 1s, by reason of his Craft entitled to
it, he is *‘ to forfeit as often as he doth so and be duly convict thereof, Six shillings
and eight pence 7

This extract from the book of Constitutions of the Company is signed by
Miles Man the Clerk.

From the above I was able to date the custom of weariug the livery from
21. Edw. IV. [1481], and the same year for the enfranchisement of the Company
which was the next best thing to a charter of incorporation.

It is greatly to be regretted that the Company possess no books or documents
earlier than 1620; consequently many details which doubtless were given in this
book of Constitutiouns are lost to us.

Quite recently, however, Brother G. T. Lawrence, a member of cur Cor-
respondence Circle, drew my attention to the fact that Letter Book IL-? lately
published by the Corporation of the City of London contained some interesting
information concerning the Masons Company.

I find this Letter Book L begins with the year 1459 and includes the year
1481, when according to Miles Man, the ordinances and regulations of the Com-
pany were approved of by the Court of Aldermen.

On folios 165 to 167 are posted the particulars of the Masons’ Application,
and from the details given we are able not only to substantiate the statement made
by the Clerk in 1725 but to add to our knowledge of the history of the Company
many points of considerable importance, which the following copy of the entry

will shew:—

FX LETTER BOOK L.

TFos. 165-167 ““15 Oct., 21 Edward IV. [A.D. 1481], came good men of
Ordinacio the Art or Mistery of Masons of the City of London into the
Lathamorum Court of the lord the King in the Chamber of the Guildhall,
before the Mayor and Aldermen, and prayed that certain
Articles for the better regulation of the Mistery might be
approved, which articles were of the following effect:—
INo. 108, vol. i., p. 38.
2 Calendar of Letter Books preserved among the Archives of the Corporation of

the Uity of London at the Guildhall. Edited by Reginald R. Sharp. 1912. Letter Book L.
(Temp. LEdward 1V.-Henry VI1I.) DPages 183 and 184.
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That freemen of the said craft, mistery, or science shall,
on the Feast of Holy Trinity or within ten days of the same,
assemble together in some suitable place within the City and
choose two of themselves, being householders, to be Wardens
of the Craft for the two years next ensuing, the said new
Wardens being presented by the old Wardens and 4 or 6 other
Lonest persons of the Craft for approval and sworn in the
Chamber of the Guildhall.

That all money, jewels, goods, and necessaries belonging
to the Fellowship be delivered to the new Wardens, and an
account rendered.

That a Freeman who has beeu duly elected Warden and
refuses to take officz bz brought before the Mayor or the
Chamberlain as a rebel against his Fellowship and forfeit the
sum of 40s., for his disobedience. ' ;

That once in every three years the Members be clad in
a livery at the diccretion of 6 lLonest persons or more of the
said Craft, such as the Wardens and Fellowship shall appoint
thereto; and that every one admitted to the livery, and able
to bear the charge thereof, refusing to take it or wear it, be
liable to forfeit the sum of 6s. 8d.

That once in every two years they attend Mass at Christ-
church within Aldgate, clad in their livery, and each make
offering of one penny; ana afterwards go to their dinner or
recreation at a place appointed, accompanied by their wives
if they will. Each Member to pay 12 pence for his own dinner,
and 8 pence for his wife’s dinner if present. Any one absenting
himself from the said Mass, offering, or dinner, without reason-
able cause, to forfeit 3s. 4d.

Provided always that the dinner be kept the year of the

I

election of the new Wardens, and the “‘ clothyng '’ given the

following year.

That every freeman of the Craft shall attend at Clirist-
church on the Feast of Quatuor Coronati [8. Nov.] to hear
Mass, uuder the penalty of 12 pence.

That certain days be kept for payment of quarterages,
viz., 3 pence a quarter, an extra payment of 2 pence being
made towards any recreation provided on those days by the
Wardens.  Those absenting themselves without reasonable
excuse to be liable to a forfeiture of 12 pence.

No one to be admitted into the freedom of the Craft by
the Wardens until examined and proved ¢ Connyng’’ therein
under penalty of 40s. Servants and apprentices not to be
enticed away from tleir masters. Brothers of the Craft not
to rebuke or revile the Wardens or each other. Lastly, the
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Wardens to have a right of search, and the oversight and cor-

rection of all manner of work appertaining to the science of

Masons within the City and Suburbs, in conjunction with an

officer of the Mayor assigned to them for the purpose.
Petition granted.

In reviewing the foregoing extract it imnust be remembered that the Company
of Masons were a Fellowship by prescription, that is to say a voluntary unchartered
Association. By applying for the approval of the Court of Aldermen of their
Ordinances and regulations they were following the usual custom of all those City
Gilds which were not in a position to obtain a Charter from the King. I may
mention the following similar actions among others:—

The Armourers and Braziers obtained the assent of the Corporation to a set
of Ordinances dated 1322 and their Charter was not applied for until 1453.

The Coopers had their Ordinances and Regulations passed in 1396 and their
Charter is dated 1501.

The Cordwainers went before the Court of Aldermen with their Regulations
in 1271, but did not apply for a Charter until 1439.

The Cutlers’ Ordinances are dated 1344 ; their Charter 1415.

The Masons, however, before having their Ordinances passed and their right
to a Livery accepted, had in the year 1472 a grant of Arms from Clarencieux, King
of Arms, and this would not have been granted unless they held a fairly prominent
position in the City.

Of this we lLave evidence in the fact that in 1469 their return was twenty
men at arms for the Muster for the Watch, a proportion equal to the Salters, one
of the great Companies wlo did not think it necessary to obtain a grant of Arms
until 1530, although their Gild received a Patent of Liberties dated 37. Edw. III.
and a grant of Livery from Richard II., together with the Confirmation of his
grandfather’s Patent of 1363. This fact disposes of the argument that until a
grant of Arms was obtained a Livery could not be worn.

With regard to ‘“ The Court of the Lord the King in the Chamber of the
Guildhall,”” Dr. Sharpe, the Editor, states that this form came in during the period
of Letter Book K—1422-1459. It certainly has a style of greater importance than
‘“The Court of Aldermen,’”’ yet it was the same. Just as The Court Leet of a
country manor is ‘‘ The Court of the King’’ for the time!, also the Leet is The
King’s Court held in his name, notwithstanding that another has the profits®.

It will be noted that the election of the Wardens shall be on or within ten
days of the Feast of the Holy Trinity. This is rather remarkable as Trinity Sunday,
the octave of Pentecost, is a moveable Feast and may occur at any date between
the middle of May and the middle of June and with ten days grace might throw
the election day either very early or very late in the Company’s year.

I can only suggest that their connection with the Priory of the Holy Trinity
at Aldgate was the reason of this singular fixture by the Company. In 1463 the
Company obtained from the Prior and Convent of the Holy Trinity, Aldgate, a lease
of a plot of ground on which they afterwards erected their Hall. This was situate
between Basinghall Street and Coleman Street within the Ward of Bassishaw—in a
lane since known as Masons’ Alley. That they looked upon the Holy Trinity in

110 Hen. VI., 7. 212 Hen, VII., 17,
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place of a Patron Saint is quite possible, as we find so late as 1665 the streamer of
the Holy Trinity was carried by the Company in its processions, and the inventories
up to that date invariably mention it with the banners of the King's and the Com-
pany’s Arms.

The fine of forty clhillings for refusing office iz a heavy one and can only be
accounted for by assuming that only those Master Masons employing a number of
workmen were eligible for the post, as otherwise it must liave been a severe penalty
for the ordinary Free Stone Mason whose wages at that date certainly would not
average more than three shillings a week.

From the Parliamentary Rolls, 23 Hen. VI., we kuow that the wages of a
Free Mason! (i.e., a higher type of man than a rougl Mason) were only 53d. per
day and only 4d. a day if meat and drink were included. In 1495 the fixed wages
were for the best class of Masons and Carpenters only 6d. a day hetween Michaelmas
snd Easter and 5d. per day the rest of the year.

These wages must not be overlooked when we consider that the quarterage

X ’2

was only 3d. with an extra 2d. for the ‘‘ recreation,’’ so that this 5d. a quarter was
equal to one day’s work: mnevertheless, it appears from the foregoing that the fine

of 40s. was a heavy penalty excepting for the most prosperous.

The Livery or Clothing of the Company was left to the discretion of a Com-
mittee of the Members, and they appear to have had a free hand. Tt consisted of
a tunic with a roll collar falling into a hood at the back, a pleated skirt held in at
the waist by a belt, from which depeunded the purse; sleeves rather loose and turned
up at the wrist. The colour most probably black and white, quarterly, with a red
lining to the hood. Stow, speaking of the Liveries, says the colours were chosen
by the Masters and Wardens from time to time. He mentions red, blue, purple,
and murrey; as to the hoods, he says they were made up of one side the colour of

< ¢

the ““ gown ’’ (in his day), the other side ‘‘ red as of old time.”

Once in every two years the Company attended Mass at Christchurch within
Aldgate, clad in their Livery, and each member to make the offering of one penny.
This church attendance was to be followed by the dinner to which their wives might
be invited.

Christchurch, Aldgate, was the Church of the Priory of the Holy Trinity,
founded by Matilda, wife of Henry I., in 1108; it was the first Austin Priory in
England. It became in time one of the richest foundations in the city, and the
Prior was Alderman of the Portsoken Ward. Stow speaks of having in his youth
seen the Prior “‘ riding among the Citizens in.Livery like unto them saving that
lis habit was in shape of a spirituall person.”” It would be interesting to know if
his Livery was that of one of the Companies of the city, and if so, which?

As for the dinner, the price of 12 pence for the men and 8 pence for the

%3

women was sufficient for what in those days would be considered a feast.”

Supposing a company of only forty were present, something like thirty-five shillings
would be spent, and from the prices of provisions® at that time, a great deal could
be done for that sum. As for the cuisine, City feasts were usually equal to the

! Frank Mason—Macon de Franch Pierre. ete. .

2 According to Thorold Rogers’ Ilistory of Agriculture and Prices—In 1481 wheat
was 6s. 31d. per quarter; an ox 18s.; a sheep 2s. 4d.; butter, a dozen Ibs. 1s.; and other
things in proportion,
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ordinary served ir a nobleman’s household. We read of Salmon, Turbot, boiled
and fried Smelts, Beef and Mutton only in summer and autumn. Sweets were,
of course, not overlooked; the most frequent at this date were Fritters, Custards,
Tarts, Jellies, Blankmanges, Almond Cream, etc., etc. These dinners were served
in ‘“ Messes,”’. each mess being shared by four persons. Table manners were polite
in the city, and the Masons would not be behind other citizens in this respect. They
would, of course, be well acquainted with the lines in their own particular Gild
poem, known to us as the Regius MS. or “‘Constituciones driis Gemetrie Secundum

’

Fuelydwm,”’ ncw in the British Museum,?! as fcllows:—

““To the mete when thow art y-sette

‘“ Fayre and onestelyche thow ete hytte

““ Fyrst loke that thyn honden be clene

‘“ And that thy knyf be scharpe and kene

““ Ny at the mete thy tothe thow pyke

“To depe yn Copp thou myght not synke

““ Loke yn thy mowth there be no mete

‘“ When thow begynnyst to drynke or speke,” &ec., &c.

The handing round of the water bowl or basin after the repast was not
neglected.

Water drinking was, of course, unheard of. The wines were classed as red
or white—either claret or gascoigne, with sometimes Malvoisey and Alicante. The

loving cup was a mixture and generally spiced; in the winter it was served hot.

The company would provide themselves with their own knives; there were
no forks in use, and the table service would only be wooden or perhaps pewter
plates with cups for drinking.  Nevertheless, a right merry afternoon was
doubtlessly spent.

I will now consider the clause enacting that every Freeman of the Craft
should attend at Christchurch ou the Feast of thie Quatuor Coronati to liear Mass
under the penalty of 12 pence. Tt lhas been shewn that the close connection the
Company had with the Priory of the IToly Trinity led them to fix that Feast, or
vear it, for their Election Day, and that the Streamer of the Holy Trinity was the
Banner of the ecclesiastical or religious side of the Company, and that their
ordinances required the Livery to attend Trinity Mass once in two years ‘‘ cladd ”’
in their clothing: Yet all the Freemen of the Craft, that is to say those Masons
who were not on the Livery but who were subject to the regulations of the
Company and worked within the City, are bound by this ordinance to attend the
Festival of the Quatuor Coronati every year. This is an important fact and cannot
be hastily passed over. It shews, I think, that although the London Company
attached themselves to the Gild of the IToly Trinity and held it in the position of
the Patron Saint for the Company, yet as members of the Craft at large they
recognised the Patron Saints of the Masons’ Fraternity, the Four Crowned Martyrs,
and therefore required all the Masous within the City to attend together, whether
Masters, Liverymen, or simple Freemen, and honour the memory of those martyred
saints? at the Aunual Festival on Nov. 8th.

TMS. No. 17. A. 1. Bibl. Reg. Brit. Mus.

2 This Legend is found in Ar. MSS. 91, f. 2186. Brit. Mus. 12th cent, Also in
Harl. MSS., No. 2802, f. 99. Brit. Mus,
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The following lines from the Regius MS. before mentioned give the
injunction to the Craft:—

‘““ Ars QuaTuoR CORONATORUM.

““Pray we now to God almyght,

““ And to hys swete Moder Mary bryght,

‘“ That we nowe keepe these Artyculus lere,

““ And these poynts wel al-y-fere

‘“ As dede these holy Martyres fowre,

““That yn thys Craft were of grete honoure;

‘“ They were as gode Masonus as on erthe schul go
‘“ Gravers and ymage-makers they were also.”’

That this was the general custom of the Masons wherever they lhad a Gild
or even a Lodge or Company we may rest assured.

In Germany the Constitutions passed at Strasburg in 1459 for the regulation
of the Steinmetzen, the opening paragraph recites:—

““In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
‘“ Ghost, and of our Gracious Mother Mary, and also of lLier blessed
‘“ Servants, the holy four Crowned Martyrs,”” &c., &c.

Item:
‘“ No Craftsman or Master shall be received in the Fraternity

‘“who goes not yearly to the Holy Communion, or who keeps not
‘* Christian discipline,”” &c.

The Legend of the four Crowned Martyrs (Quatuor Coronatl) is purely
Italian in its inception and spread with the Craft into Germany, Gaul and Britain.
There is evidence of the Legend in Manuscripts of the seventh century, A.D., and &
church was built in their honour at Winchester in the eighth century?. The Festival
was fixed for the 8th November in the Sarum Missal of the eleventh century and from
that date to the Reformation in the sixtesnth century the day was regularly
lionoured in the English Churcl.

For the Legend, transcript of the Arundel MS., and English version, I refer
to a paper by our lamented Brother and Founder, the late Rev. A. F. A. Woodfora,
printed in the first volume of these Transactions, and to notes on the subject in
the succeeding volumes by our late Brother Speth and others.

In the important clause with regard to the admittance of Journeymen into
the freedom of the Cowzpany or Craft we see how the rough Mason or waller was

<

ineligible. The words of the ordinance are clear, the petitioner must be ** examined
and proved connyng.’” Although apprenticed to a member of the Company, it did
not follow that admission to the Livery was a matter of course, and admittance
to the freedom by a Mason coming to London was impossible unless he had been
properly taught his trade in some country Lodge and was able to satisfy the
examiners that he was a master of thie Craft. Further, those working for employers

servants >’ could not be admitted until they

<

outside the City as apprentices or
were free of such servitude. Finally, there is the right of search, oversight, and
correction of all manner of work appertaining to the Science of Masonry, and the
right to constitute themselves the controllers of their trade within the City and its
suburbs.

*The Rev. A. I'. A. Woodford; The Oration, 4.¢.C., vol. i., p. 4.
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Bro. EpwarDp ARMITAGE, in proposing a liearty vote of thanks to Bro. Conder,
said : —

I do not pretend to comment on the paper. Bro. Conder has made the
study of the Fellowship of Masons peculiarly his own, and now that some fresh
matter has been found bearing upon it, we are deeply indebted to him for having
taken it up and given us the benefit of his knowledge.

Tis description of the six hundred citizens of London riding out in liveries
of red and white to meet the Queen's bridal procession. gives us a vivid picture of
the strength and importance of the old Guilds in the Middle Ages.

Bro. Conder states that the Clerk of the Masons’ Company in 1724 had access
to records of the Company which no longer exist. TUnless we have direct evidence
that those books were destroyed, I do not think we ought to conclude that such
was necessarily the case, and we may hope that at some future time they may be
found.

It is interesting to find that the Quatuor Coronati were the patron saints of
the Craft in general as well of the livery in particular, and I have been wondering
whether one may not find more refereuces to their day, the 8th November.

Curiously encugh, only recently one of the members of our Correspondence
Circle, Bro. W. E. Moss, wrote mentioning the fact that Bodley, when founding
his famous library, had intended that its patron saint should be the Quatwor
Coronati.

The license to publish what is perliaps the most valuable and important book
in the whole range of English literature, the first folio of Shakespeare, was granted
on 8th November, 1603.

Bro. W. B. HexTaLL, in seconding the vote of thanks, said:—

Brethren who remember when Bro. Conder’s personal presence here was more
frequent will be very pleased that he has found it practicable to attend to-night and
read his paper.

There is little I can say by way of comment. The incidents of fines and
penalties which appear in the Old Charges seem to me to be matters from which
useful deductions are capable of being drawn. The Alnwick Lodge was known to
be one of the few connecting links between the old Operative Masons and the Masonry
promulgated soon after 1717, and in Strachan’s Northwmbrian Masonry (1898),
204-6, the penalties imposed on defaulting members of that body are set out at
length. A careful collation of fines and penalties mentioned in the various versions
of the old Manuscript Constitutions might yield a good deal of information, and
throw some light upon the condition of the Craft in early days.

We are dependent almost entirely upon Anderson for the details of the
Revival of 1717, and it is customary in these days to place but qualified reliance
upon his statements. But, as the late Bro. Hughan more than once pointed out,
if it were not for Anderson we should have practically nothing to go upon; and so
we are bound to accept his 1723 and 1738 Constitutions for what they are worth.
The relevance of this reference to the 1717 period lies in the circumstance that from
the decline of Medizval Operative Masonry, which took place not long after the
time with which Bro. Conder has been dealing, until early in the eighteenth
century, we possess no records at all.
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Students of the Old Guilds owe much to the labours of Dr. Reginald R.
Sharpe, until lately the able Records Clerk to the City of London, who superintended
the production of the Letter Book from which Bro. Conder’s extract is taken.

Bro. 'RED ARMITAGE said :—-

The question of Charters for the Guilds has always been a most interesting
one. Omne point which has to be settled is, why were the Masons’ Regulations
submitted to the Court of Aldermen? Was it because of any relationship which
existed between the cld-time Guilds and the Municipal Body, or was it because of
some legislative Act? 1 believe the latter. 1 do not agres with Bro. Conder’s
opinion that in applying for the approval of the Court of Aldermen to their
Regulations, etc., the Masons were following the usual custom of all those City
Guilds which were not in a position to obtain a Charter from the King. One thing
is very clearly marked in the history of the Merchant and Trade Guilds, and that
15 the diminution of their funds by the Acts imposed upon them by the Crown.
The Trade Guilds being extremely thrifty, in time accumulated considerable savings,
upon which the eye of the King might lengingly rest. As no legal levy of a tax
could be made, the idea always was to question the legality of the body, and to
invite them to accept a Charter from the Crown which would relieve them from
interferencs and would also replenish the ceffers of the King. Edward II. declared
several Companies illegal: Richard II., for fiscal ends, got an Act passed directing
the Sheriff to enquire into the Companies and Guilds. and to send to the King
coples of any Charters which they held. The difficalty was to find which of them
had Charters. An Act of 1436 required the Guilds to record their Charters before
the Justices of the Peace in counties and before the Mayor in cities. It may be
taken that the main cbject of these Acts was to obtain money, by forcing Charters
cn thy Guilds. There was generally no difficulty in getting a Charter, provided it
vras paid for. The Ceuntry Guilds returned their Ordinances yearly, and in Londot:
such returns were made to the Court of Aldermen, as bsing the equivalent of ths
Mayor.

The Royal Historical Society, which publishes its Transacticus every year,
had in its last number a paper by Archdeacon Cunningham on Scottish Guilds. It
contains particulars of many of these Guilds and details of their customs. In the
paper, the Archdeacon states that the returns were made yearly, but in the copy
cf the Act which I have (in the Government edition of the Index to the Statutes),
[ do not find this. T do not understand whether the Guilds registered yearly, or
whether Archideacon Cunningham is referring to a special case.

Bro. Rev. Dr. H. G. RoSEDALE said:—

Some here may have seen my book on the Horners’ Company, which deals
with many of the points raised.

The relationship between the Craft Guilds and the City of London at a very
early period is somewhat confused. There were two classes of Guilds; those which
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derived their right to exist from the Crown and tlose which existed by the authority
of the Mayor and Aldermen.

The Charters which were obtained by some of these City Companies, so far
from marking the date of their formation, often mark the decline of the Guild to
which they relate. Most of the City Guilds were permitted to exist by the City
Corporation, but those which had existed previous to the City Charter, that is fo
say, before the Conquest, claimed a prescriptive right from the King which would
never be alienated. In the time of Henry VIII., liowever, there was an Act passed
directing all the Guilds to become incorperated, and several took out Charters to
prevent themselves from getting into trouble, though many more did not do so
until much later. All the later Charters taken out by any Craft Guilds after their
first formation were taken cut to protect them from punishment; this, of course,
with certain exceptions. ‘Tliere were cases in which the Craft Guilds, in order to
guard themselves against the City authorities, would apply for a Charter from the
Crown for their protection. This accounts for the two kinds of guild existence in
the City. I feel sure that those who study the legal aspect of the question will
find that this was the case. Dr. Williams, a great legal authority, says very clearly
that incorporation was not necessary if the Guild could show earlier prescriptive
right to exist from the Crown. TUnfortunately, this could not always be done.

By a comparison of various Calendars, one sees that there was a constant
change in the lists of the Saints, and one may almost date the period when any
Regulations were published, by the names of tlie Saints wlio are introduced into
the Calendars of that time. From time to time certain Saints were dropped out.
The names of the Quatuor Coronati were included fromn the very earliest times. Iz
the History of the Horners’ Company, already referred to, this is emphasized. The
Quatuor Coronati are included there in a Calendar dating back to a remote period.
Each of the Craft Guilds was identified with a Saint or Saints, and those Saints’
days had to be kept.

What has always been a puzzle is the relationship between the Masons and
the Freemasons. I am not quite clear whether Bro. Conder holds the view that
the Craft Guild held the relationship to our Society which it is commonly supposed
to have held. Freemasons, I think, existed side by side with Masons; and there
were certainly Freemasons employed in the repair of the Tower of London in the
time of Elizabeth.

Bro. E. H. DrinG said:—

Bro. Conder refers to books dealing with the Company, which no longer
exist: might not the Clerk have got his information from this very Letter Book L ?
I do not think it is right to assume that these books do not now exist.

Bro. Rosedale mentioned the Feast of the Quatuor C'oronati in the Calendars.
T never had any doubt whatever that the Quatuor Coronati were the patron saints
of the Masons. If I remember rightly, from time immemorial, or certainly as far
back as Calendars go, the eighth of November was the festival day of the Four
Crowned Martyrs. The Feast of the Quatuor Coronati was lionoured in the Church
of England until the reign cf Edward VI., the feast disappearing in his Prayer
Book of 1549.
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It seems to me that Bro. Conder intends to imply that the Rough Masons
and the Wallers were one trade. Were they not quite distinct trades? T do not
know if he has any evidence to show that they were the same, but I have always
besn under the impression that the Waller was more of a Plasterer or Dauber than
a Mason.

Bro. GorponN P. G. Hirvrs said:—

It is very interesting to learn from Bro. Conder’s paper that there was
some association of the Masons’ Company with the Priory of Canons Regular
founded by Queen Matilda. Stow tells us that ** this church was given to Norman,
first canon regular in all England,”” but I do not think this necessarily implies that
thus was constituted the first Priory of the Order in this realm; that distinction
must, I believe, be yielded to Henry I.’s foundation at Colchester. It would
appear, from what Bro. Conder tells us, that by the tenure of the site on which
the Hall of the Masons’ Company was built, they became tenants and retainers of
the Priory at Aldgate.

The passage which Bro. Conder quotes from Stow about the Prior ‘‘ riding
among the Citizens in Livery,”’ occurs in the account of Aldgate Ward, and is, I
think, further explained by the historian’s statement under the description of
Portsoken Ward, where he says that, as Alderman of that Ward, the Prior ‘‘ rode
with the mayor and his brethren the aldermen, as one of them in scarlet, or other
livery as they used.”” The ordinary habit of an Austin Canon consisted of a long
black cassock, over which was worn the white rochet; the face was not shaved,
but a beard was worn and the head covered with a cap; there was nothing
distinctively monastic in the dress of these clergy of the least secluded of the
monastic orders. The black and white of this habit might possibly have some
influence in choice of the Masons’ black and white livery.

Pro. Conder quoted from Bro. Woodford’s statement about the Quatuor
Coronats, in his oration delivered at the consecration of the Lodge, which runs thus:
" There is evidence of the legend in MSS. of the seventh century, and a Church
was built to their honour at Winchester in the seventh or eighth century.”” I
cannot find any reference to this Church at Winchester, but in his Zeclesiastical
History, Venerable Bede mentions that when, in 619, the City of Canterbury
experienced a disastrous fire it was stayed by the prayer of Archbishop Mellitus at
‘" the Church of the four crowned Martyrs . . . where the fire raged most.”
This Church was within the City, but this is the only reference to it.

I think the fact of this dedication of a Church at the headquarters of the
Roman Mission to the Quatuor Coronati is very interesting. The Martyrdom is
sald to have taken place in 304, and twelve years later a Church at Rome
was dedicated to our Patrous. Their legend would be fresh in the minds of Ztalians
—Masons, artisans, or others—in the train of the Missionaries, to whose devotion
we may reasonably attribute the ascription at Canterbury.

With reference to the point which Bro. Conder raises as to the difficulty which
might arise from regulating the business of the Company by a meeting depending
on the movable Feast of Holy Trinity, I think it is interesting to note that this
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festival is of Western crigin and comparatively late date, whilst the Feast of
Quatuor Coronati hed its day appointed, on November 8th, as early as the fourth
century and continued in observance from that time, appearing 200 years later in the
Sacramentary of Pcy» Gregory, when as yet there was no appointed day for Holy
Trinity. The earliest formal noticz of the Festival of Holy Trinity occurs in England
in 1162, under Archbishop Becket. The Synod of Arles in 1260 consecrated the
cctave of Whitsunday to tlhis cbservance, and that day was ordered to be universally
observed as Trinity Sunday by Pope John XXII. in 1334. The English Church,
following the Sarum use, reckons the succeeding Sundays as ‘‘ after Trinity,”” whereas
“ after Pentecost.’’

¢

in the Greek and Roman Communions tliey are designated as
Thus we see that as regards observance by the Craft, the association with the
Quatuor Coronati must have dated back very much further than could be the case
with any meeting depending on the Feast of Holy Trinity, the importance of whicl:
in the case of the London Company no doubt arose from local considerations.

Bro. CoNDER writes in reply :—

Our Worshipful Master Bro. Edward Armitage suggests that it is possible some
of the earlier books of the Company may still be in existence. Of course, this may
be the case, but I consider it unlikely. There is nothing in the custody of the
Clerk ecarlier then 1620. The Inventory of the deeds taken in 1859 refers to the
one made in 1722, but, unfortunately, this last was not entered in the Court books:
we have, therefore, only the present contents of cur record chest to consider. It
would appear that the loss of many documents occurred during the latter part of
the eighteenth century. I refer the Rrethren to my History of the Company for
particulars of the Inventories of 1665, 1676, 1695, and 1722.

T agree with Bro. Hextall that the labours of Dr. Reginald R. Sharpe cannot
be too highly praised, as they are a store-house for the students of early Guild life.

Bro. Fred. Armitage asks, why the Mascns of Loendon submitted their
regulations to the Court of Aldermen? I can only reiterate what I say in my paper
—the Fellowship could not possibly bz a rich one at that date, and would accordingly
follow the crdinary civic custom. It may have been an alternative to a Charter
allowed by the Crown, but it is certain that it was an ordinary custom of the City,

and on2 followed by many Guilds, as I have shown.

Bro. The Rev. H. G. Rosedale says, very truly, that ‘‘ the relationship
between the Craft Guilds and the City of London at a very early period is some-
what confused.”” It is only by the careful cousideration of minor details that
individual opinions can be formed. My views on the relationship between the
Society and the Ccmpany may be read in the Introducticn to my History of the
Company.

Bro. E. H. Dring also questions the non-existence of early records of the
Company. I refer him to my answer to tlie Worshipful Master. Of course, the
Clerk writing in 1725 might possibly have seen the entry in Letter Book L at the
Guildhall; but that he did not take his information from that scurce is certain,

as he clearly states:—
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““ That upon searching the Books of the said Company, T do find a book
‘““intitled Constitutions made and Granted to the Fellowship of the
““ Freemasons enfranchised within this Honourable City of London in
““the time of John Brown, Mayor of the City in the one and twentieth
‘“ year of the reign of King Edward the fourth after the Conquest.”

This Book of the Constitutions of 1481 is noted in the Inventories of 1665 and 1676.
and is termed *‘ The Book of The Ancient Constitutions and Orders.”’ to distinguish
it from the other Book of the ‘* Constitutions of the Accepted Masons.”’

With regard to the Wallers and rough Masous, I do not wish to imply any
difference, as I consider they were interchangeable terms. A Waller could unot
possibly be classed with a Dauber or Plasterer.

The remarks of Bro. Gordon P. G. Hills, concerning the dress of the Austin
Friars, make it a happy co-incidence with the Black and White colours of the
Company’s Arms.

I think it quite possible that our late Bro. Woodford may have made a
mistake and stated Winchester, instead of Canterbury, as the place of the Churci

of the Quatuor Coronati. 1 have looked the matter up and can only find evidence
of the Church at Canterbury.




i, Johw’'s Day in Havvest.

WEDNESDAY, 24th JUNE, 1914.

HE Lodge met at Freemasons’ Hall. at 5 p.m. Present:—Bros. Edward
Armitage. P.Dep.G.D.C., W.M.; W. B. Hextall. 8.W.: W. Wonnacott,
J.W.; Rev. Canon J. W. Horsley. P.G.Ch.. P.M., Chap.: Hamon le
Strange, Pr.G.M.. Norfolk, P.M., Treas.; W.John Songhurst. P.A.G.D.C.,
Secretary; ¥. W. Levander. J.D.; F. H. Goldney. P.G.D.. P.M.. D.C.;
"Dr. Wm. Wynn Westcott, P.G.D., P.M.: Sydney T. Klein, L.R., P.M :
and J. P. Simpson, P.A G.R., P.M.

Also the following members of the Correspondence Circle: —Bros.
Fred. H. Postans, G. D. Mowbray, John Holt, G. H. Bowden, John Church. Algernon
Rose, John H. F. K. Scott, George Robson, G. H. Luetchford, E. N. Graham. Gordon
P. G. Hills, W. J. Hodge. Rev. Vitruvius P. Wyatt, P.G.Ch.. Dr. Andrew E. Wynter,
Major A. Sutherland, J. M. Oakey, Walter Dewes, Hugh C. Knowles, Ernest Osborne,
A. C. McCallum, P.G.W., Western Australia, Curt Nauwerck, Charles H. Scarlett, D.
Bock, C. Fred. Silberbauer, J. G. Victor Sapp, John Bilbie, John J. Hands. H. F.
Raymond, Fred. Armitage, C. Griffiths, Past Grand Master. New Zealand, G. A. Crocker.
J. Walter Hobbs, S. V. Williams, Mustapha Ben Yusuph, R. H. Woed, G. Trevelyan Lee,
C. Lewis Edwards, W. Young Hucks, H. S. Beaman, J. Smith, C. Gough. W. D. Smith,
H. P. Edden, Henry Hyde, W. I. Hawkins. W. E. Gilliland, Col. Sir Howland Roberts, Bt.,
W. Howard-Flanders, F. Shipton, H. T. Wood, James Scott. Dr. S. Walshe Owen. Geo. C.
Williams, S. J. Fenton, B. A. Bernstiel, J. C. Zabban. C. W. Mapleton. William A.
Barker, Chas. S. Ayling. J. Powell, T. A. Bayliss, P.G.St.B., F. W. Green. Stanley W.
Rodgers. E. Glaeser, Alired Gates. F. W. Le Tall. W. Archbald. Rev. C. E. L. Wright,
I'.G.D., Max Infeld. Sydney Meymott, Col R. S. Ellis, P.G.S.B., G. Fullbrook, Rev
H. G. Rosedale, G.Ch., and J. Procter Watson.

Also the following Visitors:—Bros. F. C. Foster. City of London Lodge No. 901;
Dr. Prénnecke, Lodge Harpokrates (Magdeburg); Geo. R. Allen. Lodge of Brotherly
Love No. 329; William A. Nelson. P.M., Cottesloe Lodge No. 39 (W.A.C.); C. M. Coxon,
P.M., Kingswood Lodge No. 2278; W. D. Power. Manila Lodge: R. H. Fisher, Finsbury
Park Lodge No. 1288; P. D. Beyts, P.M., British Kaffrarian Lodge No. 853; Albert W.
Moore, Fortitude and Old Cumberland Lodge No. 12; A. E. Jones, Duchy of Cornwall
Lodge No. 3038 ; R. Harrison Archbald, White Rose of York Lodge No. 2840; and W. J.
Chichele Nourse, P.M., St. George’s Lodge No. 370, L.R

Letters of apology for non-attendance were received from Rros. J. P. Rylands;
Ldward Macbean, P.M.; G. Greiner, P.A.G.D.C., P.M.;: Dr. W. J. Chetwode Crawley,
G.Treas., Ireland; E. Conder, L.R., P.M.; T.J. Westropp: Admiral Sir A. H. Markham,
K.C.B., P.Dis.G.M., Malta, P.M.; General Sir Charles Warren, K.C.B., P.Dis.G.M.,
E.Arch., P.M.; H. F. Berry; John T. Thorp. P.A.G.D.C., P.M.; Fred. J. W. Crowe,
P.A.G.D.C., P.M.: R. F. Gould. P.G.W.. P.M.: A. Cecil Powell; L. A. de Malczovich;
William Watson; and E. H. Dring, I.P.M.
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Brothers Gordon Pettigrew Graham Hills and James Fdward Shum Tuckett were
proposed as Joining Members of the Lodge.

One Lodge and twenty-six Brethren were elected to membership of the Correspon-
dence Circle.

The SecreTary drew attention to the following

EXHIBITS.
By Bro. George Rossox. Clapham.
MonEn in earthenware of the ¢ Old Sarum Ketile,”” made by Doulton's for Messrs.
Watson and Co., Salisbury.
By Bro. Jorx ParMmer, Ludlow.

Circular JEwrL, in Locket form with Masonic designs lhand-painted on paper.
Beneath the Bible, square and compasses. in the design on the obverse side. is the nams
““M. Jonah,” apparently that of the artist. while on the glass covering the reverse sids
has been scratched “ T. Rateliff P.M. L 298, surmounted by a square and compasses.

By Bro. A. Cecin Powrrn, Weston-super-Mare.

Two JeweLs, one belonging to the Ark Mariners’ degree: the other a circular
plate of siver, engraved with a representation of a book, with square and compasses upon
it; possibly the Collar jewel of a Chaplain.

By THE SECRETARY.

JEWEL of “ French Prisoners'’”” work, with date ¢ 5202."”

R.A. JewEL, dated 1803. Both these items were purchased in Hereford recently.

JewEL, precisely similar to that exhibited in May. 1912 (See A.Q.C., xxv., 140).
This has now been identified as a P.Z. Jewel of St. George's Chapter No. 5.

By Bro. G. VogeLEr, London.

Breast JEwWEL, of some Society unknown. An inscription which commences on the
front and is continued on the back of the jewel, reads as follows:—* Br. W. Haynes
Troasurer Oxley Lodge. Oxley Lodge O G O Presented by the Bros. to Treur- W. Haynes
as a mark of respect for his Valuable Services as P.G.N. & Treasurer, Oct. 16 1871.”

By Bro. Joax Hovr, Yarm-on-Tees.

Jua. probably Liverpool ware. Presented to the Lodge.

A very hearty vote of thanks was unanimously accorded to those Brethren who
had kindly lent objects for exhibition. or who had made presentations to the Museum.

The SecreTaRY read the following paper: —
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NAPOLEON 1. AND FREEMASONRY.

BY BRO. J. F. S. TUCCKETT, T.D., M.JA. (Cantad.), I.C.S., P.Prov.G.Rey.,
Walts.

T is strange that the evidence in favour of the Great Napoleon's
membership of the Masonic Brotherhood has never been examined
in detail, for the matter is surely one of interest, and—seeing the
remarkable part which that remarkable man played in the affairs

of Furope, at a time when Continental Freemasonry was

struggling out of chaos into regular order—it cannot be without
an important bearing upon Masonic history. The story goes that
Napoleon was made a Mason at Malta in 1798, and it 1s supposed to rest upon the
unsupported word of various more or less irresponsible French Masonic authors,
the earliest of them writing long after the fall of the Empire. The attitude of the
modern critical Masonic historian towards this story is frankly one of reserve, if
not scepticism. Bro. R. F. Gould in his //istory does not allude to it, but in his
later Concise Ilistory le remarks—‘ If we may credit Besuchet, Bonaparte was
‘initiated at Valetta in 1798 °: in M dlitary Ludges he adds—* There is ground for
‘ belief that Napoleon was himself a Freemason.” Bro. J. G. Findel in a footnote
to p. 443 of lis History—* 1f the Emperor Napoleon was a Mason (which is asserted,

‘“etc., etc.).” Bro. Woodford in Kenning’s Masonic C'yclopedia informs us that—-
"Napoleon I. . . . 1issaid to have been made a Mason at Malta. . . . Be

“this as it may, etc., etc.” Bro. G. W. Speth—' The question whetlier Bonaparte
‘was a Freemason or not has never been decided. Rumour says that he was made
“at Malta.” In 1908 the late Bro. Hector Fleischmann published at Paris a little
book of 25 pages octavo, entitled, Napoléon et la Franc-d aconnerie, but this only
deals with the use that the Emperor made of the Craft and his influence upon it
as Protector. Bro. Fleischmann does not attack the question of the alleged
initiation of Bonaparte.

The object of this paper is to discuss this question and if possible to convince
the members of this Lodge that the initiation really did take place. But before
dealing with the direct evidence there are some preliminary considerations which
have an important bearing upon what follows.  Briefly these are:—i. It 1s
antecedently probable that Craft Masonry would commend itself to Napoleon
during his rise to power. 1ii. There is incontestable evidence that Napoleon was
ascquainted with the nature, aims, and organisation of Freemasonry: that he
approved of and made use of it to further his own ends.

At one time it was usual to represent the ‘ Corsican Upstart’ as an infidel
monster fearing neither God nor Devil, and it is true that he rose to power in a
society in which atheism and materialism were all but universal. Yet he himself
was throughout his career influenced by a profound belicf in and reliance upon
T.G.A.O.T.U.—* the Great Author of All’ is the expression he uses in his early
correspondence—of whose Divine Will he believed himself to be the agent. ‘Il aimait
heaucoup & parler de religion. . . . Il ne voulait pas entendre parler de
materialisme ’ (M émoires de Bourrienne). And we remember how, pointing up
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into the midnight sky, he rebuked the scoffers on board !’Orient during the voyage
to Egypt—* Vous avez beau dire, Messieurs, qui a fait tout cela.” ‘Napoleon,’
says Rose, ‘ felt the need of religion as the bulwark of morality and the cement of
‘ Society.” He was a firm believer in the life to come—‘ Oh ! don’t talk to me of a
‘ religion which only takes me for this life, without telling me whence I come or
“ whither I go.” He was tolerant in matters of religion in the widest sense of the
word, and his was a tolerance that made him not only sauction and protect but
reverence the faith of others. ‘Il avait pour les religions une tolérance entiere.
" et ne concevalt pas que 1’on pfit persécuter pour des croyances religieuses.” ‘La
‘ tolérance religieuse de Bonaparté était la conséquence naturelle de son esprit
‘ philosophique ’ (M émoires de Bourrienne). He was a Christian in the sense that
hie was convinced of the Divine Nature and Mission of Our Lord, but to him the
religions of the Jew and Mohammedan were equally sacred. An orthodox Christian
he certainly was not, and he was always bitterly opposed to the undue claims and
pretensions of official churchmen. The same Emperor who earnestly and sincerely
desired that the blessing of Heaven should be pronounced at his coronation by the
Head of the Roman Church, whose overturned altars he restored, flatly refused to
declare that Church ‘ the predominant religion ’ at the bidding of the Pope. His
instinctive reverence for what is or should be regarded as sacred is shown by his
refusal to take the Communion at his coronation, for being neither an orthodox
believer in its efficacy, nor an infidel who regarded it as a mere outward ceremony,
he shrank from what in him would have been an act of liypocrisy and blasphemy.
What was the meaning which Napoleon attached to those famous watchwords
of the Revolution—Liberty, Equality, Fraternity ? It has been excellently well
expressed by a recent writer':—
The whole gospel of his life was the right of the individual to reach
the highest success the world can offer—‘* la carriére ouverte aux
talents.””  That was his abiding faith, and he was unswerving
in his devotion to this ideal. . . . His ideal of liberty there-
fore was not the levelling of men to one class but the breaking down
of the old barriers which prevented a man from rising from one
ciass to another. . . . Every man born into the world should
have the opportunity and the inalienable right of passing by talent
and force of personality out of the ranks to the highest places of
command.
This he put into practice, alike in civil and military affairs; indeed, much of
his success is due to the extraordinary genius he had for detecting ability in others
and making the most of it. Napoleon’s Army— that wonderful Army of France—
has been described as ‘ equality on the march,” and everyoune knows of the Marshal’s
baton which each private soldier could find in his own knapsack.
Napoleon knew and valued the singular magnetic influence he exerted upon
»ll men who came into contact with him, an influence which made itself felt even
by those opposed to his plans and ambitions. Ile trusted much and owed much
to this great gift, and left no stone unturned in his efforts to widen and extend
its sphere of action so as to include men of all classes. ‘Il voulait sans doute
‘ exercer une grande influence sur les hommes, mais seulement par des choses positives
‘ ot temporelles, et non a 'aide d’opinions ’ (M émoires de Bourrienne).

!Mr. J. T. Herbert Baily.
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Enough has been said to show that the teaching of the three Craft Degrees,
if he was acquainted with it, must have received his cordial approval; and the firse
cf the two propositions is established.

During the Reign of Terror Freemasonry practically ceased to exist through-
out France, only three of the Lodges in Paris making any attempt to continue
their labours. In 1798, however, work was resumed with the sanction of the
Government. Napoleon was now beginning to be a great power, and in the
following year, 1799, he was chosen First Consul. His rise was accompanied by
a remarkable revival of the Craft and the Allied Orders, which increased and
multiplied abundantly under his rule as Consul and later as Emperor. It 1s
impossible to read the narrative of the negotiations which led to the establishment
of the Empire without being struck by the prominent part which prominent Masons
had therein, and it must be remembered that the Army, in which the Masonic
element had become particularly powerful. was heart and soul with Napoleon.
Wherever the French Arms prevailed there we find the Brotherhood taking a new
lease of life and entering upon a career of prosperity which continued uncheckedl
until the collapse of the Empire and the Restoration.  Then there was a very
decided set-back, the King and his supporters distrusting Freemasonry because of
its supposed Bomnapartist tendencies.

The new Emperor’s brothers, the Imperial Princes Joseph, Lucien, Louis,
and Jerome, were all Masons, as also his step-son, Eugéne Beauharnais (at first
regarded as the Imperial Heir apparent), his brother-in-law Murat, and his nephew
Jeromel.  The Empress Josephine is known to have been friendly to Masonry.
She was initiated into the ‘ Magonnerie d’Adoption’ in the Todge Les Francs
Chevaliers in 1804-5 at Paris, together with several of the ladies of her court, and

became an active member as well as patroness of that Rite®  Those who wers:

1 Joseph (1768-1844). K. of Naples (1806-8). K. of Spain (1808-13). Nominated
by the Emperor himself as G.M. of the G.0. of France (1804).

Louis (1778-1846). K. of Holland (1806-10). G.M.Adj. of the G.O. of France (1804).

Jerome (1784-1860). K. of Westphalia (1807-183). G.M. of the G.0O. of Westphaliu.
His son Jerome also was a Freemason.

Lucien (1775-1840). A member of the G.0Q. of France.

liugéne Beauharnais (1781-1824). Viceroy of Italy (1805-14). G.M. of Italy and
G.M. of the G.O. ‘de la Division Militaire’ at Milan (1805).

Joachim Murat (1771-1815). K. of Naples (1808). S.G.W. of the G.O. of France
(1808). G.M. of the G.L. of Naples (1808). G.M. of the Order of St. Joachim (1806).

2 The following verse was recited in honour of the Empress on the occasion of her

initiation by Bro. H. J. Brad, Orator of the Paris Lodge Les 4mis du Grand Napoléon:—

Mais aujourd’hui qu’une ardente lumiére

Chez les macgons pour toujours vous éclaire

A des devoirs, & des plaisirs nouveaux,

Belle Vénus, vous étes destinée:
D’acacia la téte couronnée

Vous marcherez vers les jours les plus beaux.

(See Hector Fleischmann. Napoléon et la Franc-Maconnerie. Paris. 1908. p. 11).
The Empress was in residence at Strasburg for some weeks in 1805 (she arrived

with Napoleon on Sep. 26) and again in 1806. She ‘ attended a ° Loge d’Adoption’
““when the Lodge ‘ Des Francs Chevaliers,” Orient de Paris. united with the Lodges at
¢ 8trasburg for a féte. Mdme la Baronne de Detrich. wife of the Major. presided over
“the Lodge, and the Empress witneased the initiation of Mdme de Cunisy. proposed hy
““ herself.”” So says Woodford, who gives the date 1845—a slip for 1805. No doubt the
candidate was Mdlle de Cunisy. Damc d'Honneur to the Empress. Detrich should be
Dietrich—the Baron was Town-Major of Strasburg. It is well to remember the great
influence which the Empress Josephine exercised over Napoleon and the reliance he
placed upon her judgment and advice. ‘Bonaparte avouait un jour confidentiellement a
‘Pun de ses premiers dignitaires (Cambacéres) qu’il était convaincu que tant qu'il
‘ conserverait Joséphine, il jounirait de la sécurité la plus parfaite.” (Le Normand)
- Joséphine était aimée de tout le monde; c¢’était méme une croyance devenue populaire,
‘que la bonne fortune de Napoléon tenait & la presence de Josephine auprés de lui.’
(Bourrienne). ‘ Remarquez, Sire, le pouvoir de votre epouse sur l'esprit de certains
généraux. La bonne Joséphine reléve leur courage.’ (Gen. Rapp).
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chosen by Napoleon for high honour and office in the State were nearly all of thew
members of the Craft and Figher Degrees.  Of the six who with the Emperor
himself formed the Grand Council of the Empire, five were certainly Masons, at
their head being the Arch-Chancellor Prince Jean Jacques Régis Cambacéres, the
Emperor’s right-hand man, and in his time the most active, enthusiastic and
indefatigable Freemason in France. The sixth, the Arch-Treasurer Le Brun,
formerly Third Consul, is also believed to have been of the Craft, but it is not
certain.  Of the nine lesser Imperial Officers of State. six at least were active
Masons.  Of Marshals of France who served under Napoleon at least 22 out of
the first 30 were Masons, many of them Grand Officers of the Grand Orient.!

The union of all the separate and often mutually hostile ‘ Rites’ under one
governing body was from the first a pet project of Napoleon. Mercadier relates
that during the Consulate he threatened to abolish Freemasonry altogether unless
this was accomplished. Late in 1804, at the request of Cambacéres, he interested
himself in the reorganisation of the Grand Orient, with the Tesult that in 1803
the Grand Orient assumed control over the whole body of Freemasonry in the
Empire, with the Emperor’s brother Joseph as Grand Master, with Cambacéres
and Murat as his G.M. Adjoints. Through Cambacérés the Emperor assured the
Brethren of his Imperial protection, stating that be had instituted enquiry into
the subject of Freemasonry, and that he perceived that their highly moral aim and

!« Nous avons vu siéger parmi nous la plupart des Héros que lo Monarque associs
‘4 ses périls, et plusieurs des Hommes d’FEtat dont il interroge la sagesse dans ses
‘ Conseils.” (F... de Joly, in an Uration delivered at the Féte d’Hiver, 1808, of the G.0.)
‘ Bient6ét on n’ a plus entendu parler que de Mac... et depuis les grands de I’Empire
*jusqu’aux commis de Bureau, tout s'est préeinité en masse dans les Loges.” (I'rom a
letter of ' Harmensen to Eques written in 18086).

TABLEATU
DES G.G.'. OFFICIERS D'HONNETUR

Nomumeis par le G.-. 0., duns ses Néunces:
30 jour du 7 mois ) =q
A L 5803
200 Jour du 10% mois vy T
et 7" jour du 9% mois 5804

Grand-Maitre ... S.-. A.-. L.-. le Prixce JosrpH.
Grand-Maitre Adjoint
Grand-Admanistrateur

S.-. A.-. I.-. le Prixce Louis.
Te Maréchal MassENA.

pE Ciiorseutn-Prasuiy, Sen. -.
Le Maréchal Murar.

pE LivcErkpe, G.-. Ch. . de la

Grand-Conservateur

1ev Grand-Surveillunt

2¢e (Crand-Surveillant ...
Légion d’honneur.

pE LaLawDpr, M. -. de UInstitut.

DE Javcourt. Sénafeur.

Grand-Orateur
G rand-Secrétaire

Grand-Trésorier

ler (frand-Erpert

2c Grand-FErpert

(. -. Garde-des-Scequx
G-, Garde-des-Arehives
(Crand-Architecte

G.-. M., des Cérémonies

Grand-Huspitalier
Grand-Aumonier

Miagox-pE-MEDINE., Contre-Amiral
BrurvoNvILLE, Ambassadeur.
MacnoNaLp., Général.

SEBASTIANT, G'énéral.

Le Maréchal KELLERMANN.

pE Luy~Nes, Sénateur.
Dursnrrav, Législateur.
LGnmnnm. (Stanisl), Tribun.

Le Maréchal AUGEREAU.

Le Maréchal J.EFRVRE,
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purpose were worthy of his favourl. TFindel quotes (but without stating his
suthority) a remark made by Napoleon in answer to a proposal to accord to the
Grand Orient a legal status:—* No, no, if Freemasonry is protected, she is not to
" be feared; but if she is authorised she will become too powerful, and might be
‘ dangerous. As she now 1is, she is dependent upon me, I do not wish to be
‘ dependent upon her.” So the Craft was ‘ protected’ and as a natural result
much frequented by the fashionable cociety of the time. More than 1,200 new
Lodges were founded under this G.0., and many dormant Lodges and Chapters
now resumed work. The names ‘ Bonaparte,” ‘ Napoléon,” ‘Saint-Napoléon,’
‘ Joséphine’ and ° Sainte-Joséphine,” and Imperial Emblems were adopted by
Lodges, and there are traces even of a new grade ‘ Les Chevaliers de St. Napoléon.’
‘ Eloges de Sa Majesté I’Empereur ’ and of his victories became part of the business
in open Lodge and were honoured by ‘le triple feu de Marengo, d’Austerlitz et
“d'Iena.” In the Rituel du G...0.-.de France, 1805, it is ordered that all Lodges
throughout the Empire are to open and close with the ‘ triple cri de “ Vive Napoléon
‘le Grand et son auguste famille.””” The Persian prince Askheri-Khan, brother
(or uncle?) of the Shah and special Ambassador to the Emperor, during his stay in
Paris in 1807-9 was initiated into the Craft, and recsived with special honour by the
(3.0. The birth of the King of Rome was the occasion of an cutburst of Masonic

enthusiasm with ‘ séances extraordinaires,” orations and the striking of medals?®.

' In 1811 the Emperor interested himself in a similar manner in the Order of the
Temple at Paris. He summoned the G.M. Bernard Raymond Fabre Palaprat to his
presence and made enquiry conceruning the aime, statutes, ete. Learning that the
anniversary of the Martrydom of Jacques de Molai was about to be observed, he expressed
o wish that the ceremony should be made the occasion of a public religious and military
display, which was accordingly done. This is mentioned in an article on Fabre Palaprat
in Biographie des Hommes du Jour, Paris, 1836, which is transcribed by Dr. James
Burnes in the first edition (1837) of his History of the Knights Templars. The writer of
the Article remarks: — ‘tout port & croire que l'empereur se proposait de tirer bon
‘ arlt{i de I”ordre du Temple et de son culte s'il ne pouvait parvenir & maitriser la cour
‘de Rome.

2 - Whoever wished to be well thought of at court, joired the Lodges, while thoss
‘ mnsi nearly allied to tha throne of course filled the principal official posts of honour.’
(Findel). ‘From that time everyone who wished to please the Emperor became a
* Freemason, and the highest officials were soon made members and officers of the Grand
* Orient.” (Gould). See also footnote ! page 99, Ante.

The following are among the Lodges named after the Emperor and Empress: —
La L... La Bienfaisance, founded at Paris in 1784, changed its name to L... de Napoléon
le Grand (see illustration and description of medal on p. 120). La R... L... Ecoss... de
Saint-Napoléon at Paris in 1805 had for W.M. the famous savant Lacépéde. Grand-
Chancelier de la Légion d’Honneur, and amongst its members Kellermann, Brune, Masséna,
Murat, and Gantheaume. At Toulouse in 1805 General Chabron, commanding the
Military Division of Toulouse, founded La L... Napoléomagne. In 1815 it changed its
name to La L... la Concorde. At Leghorn in 1807 there was a L... Ecoss... Napoléon, and
at Udine in 1808 a L... Di Napoleone. At Rome in 1806 or 1807 was founded, under the
guidance of General Count Miollis, La L... la Vertu Triomphante—Sa Majesté U Empereur.
La L... de Saint-Napoléon, Corfu, Tonian Isles, was founded in 1811. There existed in
1812 a L... de Saint-Jean dans La L... de Saint-Napoléon. Another L... de Saint-
Napoléon at Avignon in 1814 had for W.M. ihe Count de la Bourdonnaye. who is supposel
to have concocted the grade ‘ Les Chevaliers de Saint-Napoléon.” There was also at
Paris La L... les Amis du Grand Napoléon founded in 1804 or 1805. Two Lodges at least
were founded in honour of the Empress. One at Milan was named La R... L... Joséphine
Reale (i.e., the Royal Josephine, see post p. 107). The other at Paris held its meetings
in the Rue Neuve-des-Petits-Champs and was called La R... L... Ecoss... de Saint-
Joséphine. At p. 121 is an illustration of a Summons Form used by this Lodge.

For illustration of King of Rome Medal see p. 120.

Prince Askheri-Khan was initiated 24th November, 1808, at Paris in La R... Meére
L... Ecossaise de France, sous le dénomination distinctive de Saint-Alexandre d’'Ecosse
et le Contrat-Social Réunis. He was received with great ceremony by the G.0O. at tho
Féte d’Hiver, 1808, when Orations in his honour were pronounced by the VV.FF. de
Joly and Comte Régnaud de Saint-Jean-d’Angély., Ministre d’Etat. The treaty with
Persia was signed 4th May. 1807. Most of the Lodges mentioned in this footnote—I
think all of them—were connected with some one or other of the so-called ‘ Ecossais’
Rites. 1t is to be noticed that Lodges and Chapters of this type were particularly
profuse in their display of attachment to the FEmperor’s cause.
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Ero. Gould in Military Lodges has recorded the progress of Masonry in the Army,
and he states that the Regimental Lodges were always opened and closed with
the cry * Vive I’Empereur.” It is significant that more than 400 Army Lodges
ccased work at the fall of the Empire and that very few were constituted after-
wards—in 1820 only three survived. In 1816 some of the more zealous partizans
of the fallen dynasty instituted the ‘ Magounerie Napoléonienne’ with General
Bertrand fer its first G.M.—a quasi-Masonic system dedicated to its restoration.

It is generally admitted that the success of Napoleon’s schemes was in no
smell degree due to his amazing capacity for knowing and grasping and personally
directing the smallest details, at the same time keeping the closest watch upon the
movements of his subordinates, a supervisicn from which not even the members
of his own family were exempt. ‘‘ Tout ce qui composait son service était soumis
“a la surveillance la plus rigoureuse.” *Le consul aimait & étre instruit de tout’
(Le Normand). ‘Napoleon not ouly ruled, but superintended personally all the
‘ details of a vast adininistration. He did not confine himself to giving orders,
“he watched over their execution, and called to account those of his officials who
" were responsible for it * writes the son of Jerome, Prince Napoléon Joseph Charles
Paul Bonaparte, in the Final Report of the Commission superintending the publica-
tion of the Correspondence de U'Empereur Napoleon I¢, 1869. We may rest
assured that the Masonic activity briefly described above was not permitted without
the sanction and approval of the great Master Mind then watching over the Fortunss
of France and, it may be added, his own. But it is quite clear that, while astutely
availing himself of the Lodges and Chapters to assist in the consolidation of his

power, he himself carefully abstained from any official participation in their labours.

We have arrived, then, at the certainty that Napoleon was in possession
of Masonic ‘instruction,” and it is now our business to consider when and how
he obtained it. There are some who hold that he was ‘instructed listorically’
(i.e., entrusted with the secrets of Freemasoury without going through the regular
form of initiation) at the time when Cambacérés approached him with a view to
obtaining his patronage for the Grand Orient. Bro. Findel apparently favours
this view, but he has no better reason for doing so than is disclosed in the following
footnote to p. 443 of his Ilistory . —

If the Emperor Napoleon was a Mason (which is asserted by tha
French Masonic Authors of the period, and Kloss too considers.it
as very likely), before he became Emperor, he ought properly
speaking to have been well acquainted with the Institution and
its tendencies without making any special enquiries on the subject.

But there is a fallacy here which will be exposed fully later on.  In.l.Q.C"., vol. viii.,
(1895,) p. 188, Bro. G. W. Speth printed a translation of an impertant letter written
by Thory in 1818 which seemed to him (Bro. Speth) to support the theory of
¢ Listorical instruction.” The genuineness of the letter is vouched for by one * P.
¢ Morand, 33; 8% October, 1843,” who was then in possession of the original and
who is described by Bro. Speth as a well known Paris Freemason and literateur.
As this letter constitutes the chief, in fact the only, evidence in favour of historical
instructi_a as opposed to initiation I cannot do better than reproduce the

translation: —
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Paris, 16" March, 1818.

You ask me Sir, why it was that in my work on Free Masoury
I did not say a word as to the secret motives which led Bonaparte
to protect this association, when, as you say, his aversion to secret
societies was well known to the world, he regarding the members
as being opposed to his government.

This is true Sir, but I did not believe it my duty then to
make public the political intrigue which led to this result; if I
had done so I would have compromised many persons, and might
have endangered myself, but now when all or most of the parties
to this affair with Bonaparte, are no more, I can give you the direct
information; you may rely on the authenticity of the statement
inasmuch as I was a confidential party to the whole affair.

The Freemasons having been without a Grand Master since
the death of the Duke of Orleans, conceived the idea of proposing
to the Prince Cambacéres to accept this dignity. He mentioned 1t
to Bonaparte and represented to him that the association of Free-
masons properly directed, instead of being prejudicial to his
interest, might be made very useful to him politically.

Before deciding upon the matter, the Emperor required a
memoir on the objects and principles of the association, especially
as to what is called the Secret of the Freemasons. Cambacérss
convoked the chiefs of the order at his hotel, and communicated
to them the Emperor’s answer. M. Pyron and some others were
charged with the duty of preparing the memoir; they presented
it a few days afterwards.

In their report, these gentlemen declared that the Freo
Masouns were the successors of the Templars; that the ultimate
object of the members was the restoration of the Order of the
Temple, that all their allegories related to the death of Jacques de
Molay, that the vengeance alluded to in the Elu degrees, and in
Kadosh, was that which the Templars formerly swore to execute
upon King Philip the Fair, the destroyer of the Order, and upon
his successors, but this vengeance was accomplished by the accession
of Napoleon to the imperial throne.

Bonaparte, upon reading this memoir, was enchanted with
an explanation so re-assuring. He determined to protect the Free-
masons, he gave them his brother, then King of Spain, for Grand
Master, and Cambacéres was named Grand Master Adjunct. He
directed his generals, the members of his court, and all public
functionaries to enter the lodges. It was thus that Cromwell
favoured all the coteries and societies of this kind.

M. Pyron showed me the memoir before presenting it to the
Arch chancellor. T endeavoured to dissuade him from presenting
it, by demonstrating to him its absurdity, and especially its false
liood and the atrocity of its conclusions; lhe would hear nothing.

After these details you can readily see, Sir, why I could not
speak in my book of the causes which induced Bonaparte to favour
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the Association with his protection, besides these matters are not
good to be made public in the Lodges, and if some imprudent person
should do so, all good Frenchmen would desert them.

Receive, Sir, the assurance of my distinguished considera-

tion.—-THoORY.

Now it may be remarked that this letter is at the most inconclusive—
Napoleon may have had previous knowledge or not. Moreover it is dated thirteen
years after the event, and the statement that Joseph Bonaparte was ‘ King of
‘ Spain then,’ ¢.e., in the winter 1804-5, does not increase our confidence in its

general accuracy.!

It is now time to turn our attention to the alternative view—that Napoleon
was abt some time ‘initiated.” It is generally supposed that Besuchet (Irécis
istorique de UOrdre de la F.[., 1829) is the earliest authority for this statement,
so often repeated but always with a doubt implied or expressed, but in reality there
1s a mass of evidence of various dates earlier than Besuchet’s time which shall now
be considered in detail. Much of it would seem to have escaped the notice of
Masonic historians hitherto.

For what is perhaps the most remarkable reference we are indebted to a
work which has recently (July, 1913) been issued by the Paris Anti-Masonlc Press,
“ La Renaissance Francaise,” from the pen of M. Benjamin Fabre. It is entitled
¢ Franciscus, Eques a Capite Galeatn,” and is especially interesting becausz of the
very large number of documents, bearing upon the affairs of the Craft in France a
century ago, which appear in print for the first time, many extracts being repro-
duced in facsimile. The documents constitute the remains of the Masonic cor-
respondence of a Brother prominent in the Primitive Rite of Narbonne, and there
can be no doubt of their authenticity. Included with them is a letter written by
Pyron to this Brother Franciscus ‘ Eques a Capite Galeato ’ (whose identity is not
disclosed but can be easily recognised)® written at the time of his (Pyron’s) well
known dispute with the Grand Orient, that is in 1805,% less than a year after the

negotiation with Bonaparts. Only an extract is necessary for our present purpose:

Le Grand-Orient chercha A sortir de sa 1éthargie, nomma un Grand-
Maitre, des grands officiers d’honneur; nous en fimes autant. 1l
prit des ndtres; nous primes des siens. Et nos batteries étaient en
présence, lorsque Sa Majesté I’Empereur et Roy, membre de notre
Rit, désira la réunion de ces deux Rits en un seul corps Magonnique.

"“Thory . . . can be proved to have distorted historical facts, and misquoted
‘ documents to suit his own views.” (Gould, History, vol. iii., p. 137).

2 Eques a Capite Galeato—Chevalier & la téte casquée—Knight with the helmeted
head. The name he bore as a member of the Strict Observance. M. Fabre is so careful
to withhold this Brother's true name that I do the same, and rcfer to him throughout
as Kques. DBut his identity must be obvious to all students of French Freemasonry. This
is the description he gives of himself in the Tableau or Register of the Primitive Rite of
Narbonne:—Le Marquis de C . . d’A . . (né en 1753), chevalier de MaLTE,
colonel de chasseurs au service de Maw TF ex-maitre du Graxp-ORIENT, consciller d’honneur
du DIRECTOIRE KCOSSAIS DE SEPTIMANIE. ot son député av CoxvexT DE Lyow en 1778;
représentant de la 3° PRrROVINCE DE La STRICTE -OBsErvaxcke au Convent général de
WILHELMSBAD, en 1782; de la 12¢ Classe des Amis-Reuxts de Paris; commissaire aux
Archives du ch. IME m‘s Purcarermes; membre du Convent de Paris en 1783, etc.

* The letter may have been written early in 1806. Pyron makes a vigorous
defence against the charges of his opponents.
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Translated into English:—

The Grand Orient sought to awake out of its lethargy, elected a
Grand Master, Grand ¢ Officiers d'honneur ’; we did the same. It
took some of ours; we took some of theirs. Amnd our batteries were
drawn up in position, when 1lis Majesty the Emperor and King,
member of our Rite, desired the union of these two Rites into one
single Masonic body.

Pyron is writing as an officer of the recently-formed Grande-Loge Générale de
France du Rit Ecossais of whose rights and privileges lie was always a most ardent
uphelder. Here we have, then, a clear, definite statement that the Emperor was, at
the time of the Union of the Grand-Orient and the Grande-Loge, a member of some
one or other of the ‘ Ecossais ’ Rites, of which type the Grande-Loge was entirely
compored. This statement lhas never before been printed except in M. Fabre's
book from whence I have taken it. It is a statement made in a private letter
written by one eminent Mason, familiar with all the intricacies of the Masonic
politics of the time, and addressed to another equally eminent and equally well
informed. 1t is not mentioned as something new or surprising or something not
likely to be known by the man to whom lhe was writing, but on the contrary as a
fact which must have been known by him and which is only recalled to his memory
as bearing upon the writer’'s account of the causes of the differences which sub-
sequently arose between the two parties to the Union, namely, the Grande-Loge and
the Grand Orient. It is also clear that Pyron wishes to strike a note of regretful
surprise that the Emperor had chosen to champion the cause of the Grand Orient
rather than that of the Grande Loge du Rit Ecossais. For these reasons this letter
of Pyron’s must be admitted as good evidence that Napoleon was, at some time or
other prior to the consultation with Cambacérés, received into Freemasoury as
worked in a Lodge of some one or other of the so-called ¢ Scotch ’ Rites. (Presently
evidence will be produced which will Lelp us to determine which one.) One other
point to be insisted upon, as vital to the whole argument, is that if this admission
took place prior to the assumption by Napoleon of the Imperial rank then the
probability is greatly in favour of a regular initiation in open Lodge in the usual

manner.

Here we take leave of M. Fabre's book and proceed to the consideration of
a second plece of contemporary testimony. In 1806 there appeared at Paris the
second of the three volumes of a Masonic publication entitled ‘ Miroir de la Vérité’
—a collection of Masonic essays, poems, reports of meetings, and similar items of
interest to the Craft and allied degrees, written by various authors and at various
dates.! It was edited by a well-known Brother Abraham (who was himself one
of the principal contributors), and is dedicated on the title-page and at the head
of the preface ‘A Tous Les Magons Des Deux Hemispheres.”  Anton Firmin
Abraham was a very prominent Mason of the time, and a leading spirit in the
propagation of the ‘ Ecossais’ type of Freemasonry, and the ‘Rit Ecossais’
occupies its fair share of the space in the Afiroir. In the ‘ Tableaw Général des

I Miroir de la Vérité, Dédié A Tous Les Magons . . . Par le F... Abraham,
Membre du G... O... de France, premier Fondateur et VPe.. de la Rbe. L. des
FKléves de la Nature . . . A Paris, chez Collin, Libraire. porte du Coq au Louvre,

et Tue du Coq, No. 3. mpccovi., 383 pp. 8°. According to Brunet (1820 ed.) the other
volumes appeared in 1800 and 1808.
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LL.-. de la Correspondunce du G... O... de France’ for 1802 he is described as
* homme de lettres,” resident in Paris, a member of the G.O. Of three Paris Lodges
he was * First Founder '—1.’ Océan-I"ran¢ais (constituted 5th November, 1798), Les
Rléves de la Nature (11th March, 1801). and Les Eléves de Minerve (3rd May,
1802). Of the first he was in 1799  Corres... General,” and he was the first W.M.
of the other two. Ile was the Deputy at Paris for Ledges at Doual (La Parfaite
Union), Geneva (La Fraternité), and Lyons (La Parfaite Ilarmoniey. In 1804
he published * 7’ Ar¢ duw Twilenr’ and later a volume entitled ‘ Kéglemens Généraur

de la Maconnerie Fcossaise,” the latter being founded on the Masonic collections
of Peuvret, another ardent ¢ Ecossais ' Mason, which passed into his hands at the
latter’s death in 1800.

At p. 55 of the Aliroir, vol. 1I., 1806, there is an Article from Bro.
Abrahan’s pen, headed * Des LL... D’ Adoption,” from which the following passage
1s extracted and translated :—

But to-day, when a general Peace, when days unclouded and serene
have all of a sudden succeeded to the tempest of the Revolution;
when Masonic Temples are again opening their doors in all parts
(of the country), when the precious rays of the directing luminary
cause the bright light of the regular lodges to shine forth, when
the august Order swells with pride at counting among its members
the Peacemaker of Europe, the immortal Bro. Bonaparte, the
conqueror of the Rhine; the modest and virtuous Bro. M oreau, and
those heroes worthy to follow in their steps.

This reference to ‘ I'immortel F... Bonaparte’ first appears in print in 1806, but
it is evident that it was written in 1801 soon after the preliminaries were signed
(October 1st, 1801), which resulted in the Peace of Amiens. Napoleon did not
become Emperor until May, 1804. Here, then, is a second independent statement
of Napoleon’s membership made quite naturally and casually as a matter of general
knowlege in the Masonic world of France at the time, and made (as was Pyron’s)
by an eminent and well informed Brother. But there is more to follow. Turning

to p. 89 of the 3/iroir we have an official report of a:—

Féte De La Paix Générale, Célébrée par la R... L... des
Arts Réunis, & 1'0O... de Dijon,

which was held on ‘le huitigme jour du neuviéme mois de la V... L... 5801, 17
brumaire an 10, (i.e., 8h November, 1801). In the course of the report we learn
that:—
At the East was erected a triangle bearing the flags of the friendly
powers surmounted by that of the French Republic over which
hovered the Crown of Immortality; in the centre of the triangle
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