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. “ THE QUATUOR CORONATI LODGE No. 2076, LONDON,
5% - was warranied on the 28th November, 1884, in order |

1.:.—To provide a centre and bond of union for Masonic, Students.

.2—To attract intelligent Masons to its meetings, in order to imbue them with a love for Masoni

3.—To submit the discoveries or conclusions of students to the judgment and criticism of thse()iillcfeflec;s:zzrclah'
as of papers read in Lodge. { 4
4.—To submit these communications and the discussions arising therefrom to the general body of th ;
ishing, at proper intervals, the Transactions of the Lodge in their entirety. i <
5.—To tabulate concisely, in the printed Transactions of the Lodge, the progress of the Craft throughout the
Id. :

6.—To make the English-speaking Craft acquainted with the progress of Masonic study abroad, by translations
whole or part) of foreign works. , J ;

7—To reprint scarce and valuable works on Freemasonry, and to publish Manuscripts, &c.

8.—To form a Masonic Library and Museum. : X ; \

9.—To acquire permanent London premises, and open a reading-room for the members.

The membership is limited to forty," in order to prevent the Lodge from becoming unwieldy

No members are admitted without a high literary, artistic, or scientific qualification. :

The annual subscription is two guineas, and the fees for initiation and joining are twenty guineas and five
eas respectively. Py : ' ]

The funds are wholly devédted to Lodge and literary purposes, and no portion is spent in refreshment. The
1bers usually dine together after the meetings, but at their own individual cost. Visitors, who are co'rdially
:orrrll% enjoydthe option of partaking,—c(;n the same terms—of a meal at the common tab’le.

e stated meetings are the first Friday in January, March, May, and October, St. John’ i
the 8th November (Feast of the Quatuor Coronati). : & b B i
At every meeting an original paper is read, which is followed by a discussion.

The Transactions of the Lodge, Ars Quatuor Coronatorum, contain a summary of the business of the Lodge
full text of the papers read in Lodge together with the discussions, many essays communicated by the brethrer;
for which no time can be found at the meetings, biographies, historical notes, reviews of Masonic publications
's and queries, obituary, and other matter. ; . 3
The Antiquarian Reprints of the Lodge, Quatuor Coronatorum Antigrapha, apvear at undefined intervals

consist of facsimiles of documents of Masonic interest with commentaries or introductions by brothers weli
rmed on the subjects treated of. ; : : . :

The Library has now been arranged at No. 27, Great Queen Street, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, where
nbers of both Circles may consult the books on application to the Secretary. &

To the Lodge is attached an outer or 3

% CORRESPONDENCE CIRCLE,

This was inaugurated in January, 1887, and now numbers about 3000 members, comprising many of the
st distinguished brethren of the Craft, such as Masonic Students and Writers, Grand Masters, Grand
retaries, and nearly 300 Grand Lodges, Supreme Councils, Private Lodges, Libraries and other corporate
ies. ,

The members of our Correspondence Circle are placed on the following footing:—

1.—The summonses convoking the meeting are posted to them regularly. They are entitled to attend all
meetings of the Lodge whenever convenient to themselves, but, unlike the members of the Inner Circle, their
sndance is not even morally obligatory. When present they are entitled to take part in the discussions on the
yers read before the Lodge, and to introduce their personal friends. They are not visitors at our Lodge
etings, but rather associates of the Lodge. y

2.—The printed Transactions of the Lodge are posted to them as issued.

3.—They are, equally with the full members, entitled to subscribe for the other publications of the Lodge,
‘h as those mentioned under No. 7 above.

4 —Papers from .Correspondence Members are gratefully accepted, and as far as possible, recorded in the
insactions.

5.—They are accorded free admittance to our Library and Reading Rooms.

A Candidate for Membership in the Correspondence Circle is subject to no literary, artistic, or scientific
alification. His election takes place at the Lodge-meeting following the receipt of his application.

Brethren elected to the Correspondence Circle pay a joining fee of twenty-one shillings, which includes the
)scription to the following 30th November. .

The annual subscription is only half-a-guinea (10s. 6d.), and is renewable each December for the following
ar. Brethren joining us late in the year suffer no disadvantage, as they receive all the Transactions
aviously issued in the same year.

It will thus be seen that for only a quarter of the annual subscription, the members of the Correspondence
rcle enjoy all the advahtages of the full members, except the right of voting in Lodge matters and holding office.

Members of both Circles are requested to favour the Secretary with communications to be read in Lodge and
bsequently printed. Members of foreign jurisdictions will, we trust, keep us posted from time to time in the
rrent Masonic history of their districts. Foreign members can render still further assistance by furnishing us -
intervals with the names of new Masorfic Works published abroad, together with any printed reviews of
ch publications. j -

Members should also bear in mind that every additional member increases our power of doing good by
blishing matter of interest to them. Those, therefore, who have already experienced the advantage of association
th us, are urged to advocate our cause to their personal friends, and to induce them to join us. Were each
ember annually to send us one new member, we should soon be in a position to offer them many more advantages
an we already provide. Those who can help us in no other way, can do so in this.

Every Master Mason in good standing throughout the Universe, and all Lodges, Chapters, and Masonic
braries or other corporate bodies are eligible as Members of the Correspondence Circle.
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Ars Quoatuor GCovonatoram,
BEING THE TRANSACTIONS OF THE
Quatuor Coronati Lodge of A.F. & A.M., London,

No. 2076.

VOLUME XLVI.

FRIDAY, 6th JANUARY, 1933.

.&?—;‘ HE Lodge mo't at Freemasons' Hall at 5 p.m.  Present:—DBros.
Duavid Flather, P.A.G.D.C., W.M.; Rev. W. W. Covey-Crump,
M.A, P.AGCh, PM., as [.P.M.: .J. Heron ILepper, P.G.D.,
[reland, P.M., as SSW.; H. C. de Lafontaine, P.G.I)., P.M., as
J.W.. W, J. Songhurst, P.G.D., Treasurer; Lionel Vibert,
P.A.G.D.C., PM., Secretary; C. P. G. Hills, P.A.G.Sup.W., P.M.,
D.C.; Rev. H. Poole, B.4.. P.Pr.G.Ch., Westmorland and Cumber-
land, P.M.; Cecil Powell, P.G.D.. P.M.;: 8. J. Fenton, P.Pr.G.D.,
Warwicks., Stew.; I°. W. Golby, P.A.G.D.C., as 1.G.: Rev. A. W. Oxford, M.4. M.D.,
P.G.Ch.; and G. Hook, Tyler.

Also the following members of the Correspondence Circle: —Bros. Col. F. M.
Rickard, P.G.S.B., as S.D., R. H. Ford, G. C. Williams, W. T. J. Gun, A. E.
Gurneyv, L. G. Wearing, G. H. Bacon, Jas. Wallis, D. Pryce Jones, Angustus Smith,
¥. M. Walsh, as J.D., Chas. J. Hobden, Fred. J. Underwood, C. F. Sykes, C. D,
Melbourne., P.A.G.R., A. Thompson, G. D. Hindley, H. K. Whymuan, P.A.G.St.B.,
John I. Moar, A. W. Hare, Lambert Peterson. Gi. C. Parkhurst Baxter, James IFiddes,
I, Lace. P.A.G.D.C'., B. Ivanoff, H. Bladon. P.G.St.B., W. Brinkworth, S. S.
Huckisson, Rev. G. Freeman Irwin, B.12., M.4., P.A.G.Ch., IF'. H. H. Thomas, Frank
Imrie, H. Johnson, I. W. Davy, P.G.R., H. G. Chapman, Wm. A. Gayner. E. Eyles,
R. J. Sadleir, P.A.G.St.B., A. I. Ford, George Young, E. L. Bristol, and Geo. F. Shaw.

Also the following Visitors:—Bros. F. W. Burt, P.Dis.G.W., Nigeria: H. F,
Berdinner, Pattison Todge No. 913; W. E. Higgs, Calenlus TLodge No. 3575; and T.
Cox, Merton Lodge No. 2790.

Letters of apology for non-attendunce were reported from Bros. S. T. Klein,
I.R. P.M.: G. Norman, PA.G.D.CC.;, P.M.; 1. Grantham, M. 4., P.Pr.G.W., Sussex,
1.G.; W, T, Williams, P.M.; B. Telepneff, J.W.; Rev. W. K. Firminger, D.D..
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P.G.Ch., S.W.; R. H. Baxter, P.A.G.D.C., P.M.; G. Elkington, P.A.G.Sup.W., J.D_;
D. Knoop, 8.D.; J. Stokes, M.4., M.D., P.G.D., P.M.; and R. E. Parkinson.

One Library, one Company, and Thirty-one Brethren ivere admitted to member-
ship of the Correspondence Circle.

The Report of the Audit Committee, as follows, was received, adopted, and
ordered to be entered upon the Minutes: —

PERMANENT AND AUDIT COMMITTEE.

The Committee met at the Offices, No. 27. Great Queen Street, London, on
Friday, January 6th, 1933.

DIresent: —Bro. D. Flather, in the Chair, with Bros. H. C. de Lafontaine, Cecil
Powell, W. J. Songhurst, H. Poole, F. W. Golby, G. P. G. Hills, W. W. Covey-Crump,
L. Vibert, Secretary, and G. S. Kerr, representing the Auditors.

The Secretary produced his Books, and the Treasurer's Accounts and Vouchers,
which had been examined by the Auditor and certified as being correct.

The Committee agreed upon the following

REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1932.

BRETHREN,

1t is with deep regret that we have had to record the death on the 15th March
of Bro. John Thomas Thorp, Past Grand Deacon., who had been a member of the

Lodge for thirty-two years, and was its Master in 1909. The total number of the
members of the Lodge is now 25.

We have to report that during the year the membership of the Correspondence
Circle was reduced by 150. On the 30th November, 1931, we had a total of 3,471.
and 175 names were added during the vear; on the other hand, 325 were removed
from the list, 81 by death, 156 by resignation, and 88 for the non-payment of subscrip-
tions. Thus the total to carry forward is 3.321. Included among the deaths is that

of Bro. Arthur Thewlis, who for many years had very effectively acted as our Local
Secretary for Victoria.

The second part of Volume xliii. was issned during the year, and the final part
is now being distributed. In the accounts now presented to the Lodge £432 8s. 11d.
remains in reserve for the cost of this part; and approximately £1.200 each for
Volumes xliv. and xlv. Subscriptions amounting to €521 12s. 4d. are still owing.

We desire to convey the thanks of the Lodge to our TLocal Secretaries who
continue to do much good work. Bro. E. Tappenden has kindly undertaken the work
in Hertfordshire in succession to Bro. A. 8. Baker. Bro. D. Linekar has consented
to take over the Pretoria District. filling the vacancy caused by the resignation of
Bro. 0. P. Matthews. as has Bro. Powers in Bulawayo from Bro. J. Malcolm. Bro.
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. . Summers, Librarian to his Grand Lodge, is now acting for the Lodge in Victoria.
We regret to see that there are many areas in this country and abroad in which we
have no Local Secretaries, and we shall be very grateful to Brethren who will volunteer
tor this service and thus materially add to the broadening of the influnence of the
Lodge.

For the Committee,

DAVID FLATHER,
in the Chair.

RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT

for the year ending 30th November, 1932.

RECEIPTS. FXPENDITURE.

£ s d. £ s d

To Cash 55 9 8| By Lodge L. 3T 1409
., Lodge 5210 0| ,, Salaries, Rent, Rates and

., Joining Fees . 9% 60 Taxes ..o R24 117 0
Subscriptions: 1932 Lo 112 02 Lighting, lleating, Clean-
1931 .. 127 3 1 ing, Insurance, Telephone,

1930 .30 09 0 Carriage and Sundries ... 146 15 2

1929 717 6 ( ., Printing, Stationery, etc. 512 6 2

1928 1 1 91 ., Medals .. 24 6 0

Cash in advance ... 13218 4| ., Binding ... 10 4 6

.. Medals ... 2612 6 . Sundry Publications ... 9118 3

., Binding .. 4013 0 Summer Outing ... .. 3518 4

., Sundry Publications .. 244 15 9| .. Library Lo 371711

.. Interest and Discounts ... 35 5 3 .» Postages .. 12511 4

Publication Fund . 4410 9| ., Local Expenses ... 413 6

,, Cash in Hand ... 149 410

£2001 7 9 £2001 7 9

The Secrurary drew attention to the following

EXHIBITS : —

By Bro. W. W. Covey-Crumr.

Collar of Office; Oddfellows. Red velvet with a rosette, and badge of the heart
in hand.

By Bro. Fexron.

Jewel; Master of Todge of the Nine Muses. Oval enamel, designed by
Bartolozzi; painted by Cipriani.

Medal. Gormogons. Tdentical with the Rylands specimen figured at 4.Q.C., xv.,
G5.

Jewel. PO paste. no inseription.

Jewel; on irradiated ground, the W.T. of the II°, set one above the other in
silver.  No inseription.
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By Bro. Warp Ruobes.

Orange apron and sash.

From the Lonar ConuecTioN.

Qil painting, an unidentifiecdd personage, ol about the middle of last century in
Masonic regalia.

Jewel of the Correspondence Circle of the North Carolina Lodge of Research.

By Bro. Davip Fraruer.

Set of Certificates of Bro. Henry Freemantle.

(i.) Master Mason, Lodge 569, Strabane, 19.4.1813 MS. on plain paper
with seal on light blue ribbon.

(ii.) Grand Lodge of Treland. 23 April 1812.

(iii.)  MS. on plain paper; coloured design of two pillars and arch with
keystone, veils, 8. and C., with letter (.. and the eightpointed stur
with in centre Garter and red cross, motto: Sit Tux et Lux Fuit.
Excellent, Super Excellent and R.A.—having passed the Chair.
25 March 1813.

(iv.) MS. on plain paper, Strabane K.T. same date. Black ribbon and
seal. Given at the Lodge and the Orders of Knights Téemplars 202
and of Malta 692.

(v.) MS. on plain paper, Red Cross. Strabane. under the Lodge 569.
date again 25 March 1813. Broad red and mnarrow black ribbons,
red wax seal.

i
(vi.)) MS. on plain paper Strabane Union Band 25 March 1813. Green
ribbon and red wax seal. Also n smoke seal, twice.

Presented to the Todge.

A cordial vote of thanks was passed to those Brethren who had lent objects for
exhibition and made presentations to the Lodge.

The following paper by Bro. R. Ii. Parminsox was read:—
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THE FIRST FIFTY YEARS OF THE DOWNPATRICK
LODGE, No. 367 (I.C.).

BY BRO. R. . PARKINSOXN,

fi HE Union Lodge of St. Patrick, No. 367, Downpatrick, has
Loy already been brought to the notice of the Brethren of Quatuor
) Coronuti by the late R.W. Bro. Dr. Chetwode Crawley, in his
= Notes on Arish Freemasonry No. V1. The Wesleys and Lrish

Freemasonry (4.¢.C., xv., 102 ef seq.). Our learned brother
was then only concerned in refuting the widespread tradition
U that John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, was received into

our Order in that Lodge. Consequently, a more detailed
investigation of the existing records of the Lodge, it is hoped, will prove
interesting and instructive.

In passing, it may be remarked, if anything be needed to clinch Dr.
Crawley's argument, two further scrups of evidence exist. The name of John
Wesley occurs in a list of members who agreed to dine together on St. John's Day
in Winter, 1788, and on 5th March, 1792, his signature appears among those of
a Committee appointed to try an offender.

The puzzle as to who this John Wesley was, remains unsolved. Dr.
Crawley conjectured. because a certificate was issued, that Wesley was a bird of
passage. The name of Wesley occurs in County Down, but u careful search
through the extant Parish Registers of Down, and the adjacent parishes of Inch
and Saul, huas failed to find anyone of the nume. It is possible. of course, that
he was in the Army, as a detachment of Foot was always quartered in Downpatrick
at that period.

THE CITY OF DOWN.

Downpatrick derives the latter half of its name from the Patron Saint of
Ireland. Tn =a little creek a few miles away, he landed, and made his first
convert: near that very spot, at Saul, he died, and in Down he was buried.

The city has a history stretching fur back into the mists of antiquity:
at the beginning of the Christian lra it is associated with one of the heroes of
the Cracbh Ruadh, Ulster's ancient chivalry. When the former rulers of Ulster
were driven from their capital, Emania, near Armagh. by the conquering Gaedhil,
it became the head of the reduced kingdom, and the spade of the archaologist has
proved. that the hill, on which stands the cathedral of Down, has been inhabited
by man for upwards of two thousand years .

In the Golden Age of the Island of Saints and Scholars, Downpatrick was
one of its four great schools: and such was the wealth of its monastery, that on
no fewer than eight occasions between 824 and 1111 it was pillaged by marauding
Norsemen.

A spell of comparative peace ensued, until the end of January, 1177, when
John de Courci made a forced march from Dublin, in four days, with a handful
of followers, seized Downpatrick, and proceeded to carve out for himself a semi-
independent principality.
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Until driven out by de Lacy, who was rewarded by King John with the
title of Earl of Ulster, de Courci enjoyed a quarter of a. century of peace in his
domains. During this period he not only safeguarded his temporal possessions by
the erection of numerous castles at strategic points, but, as was the custom in
those good old days, sought likewise to lay up treasure in Heaven by the erection
of religious houses. So, too, did his successors, the de Lacys, and the de Burghs,
from the latter of whom the Earldom of Ulster descended to the British Crown.

Not only as the capital of the Earldom, but as an ecclesiastical centre of
some importance, NDownpatrick was in medizval times the headquarters of English
power in the north of Ireland.

Of the five monastic establishments known to have existed in Downpatrick
itself, not a trace remains except the framework of the present Cathedral of Down,
founded by de Courci as an Abbey of Benedictines, whose Abbot was Bishop of
Down, and a Peer of Parliament. The original Irish Monks, Canons Regular
of the Order of St. Augustine, were displaced to make room for Benedictines from
St. Werburgh’s, Chester.

With the decline of Anglo-Norman power in Ireland, Down was to sufter
many vicissitudes, but the old city and the surrounding barony of Lecale were
ever reckoned part of the Pale, and with the coming of peace under James I.
it was even then a ‘ time immemorial ° borough by prescription, returning two
members to the Irish Parliament. After the Union, it returned one member to
the Imperial Parliament until disfranchised by the Reform Act of 1885.

During the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries it continued of some
importance as the county town, but to-day it is small and decaying, its trade and
manufactures smothered by its upstart neighbour, Belfast.

TI[E LODGE.

As is well known, Ireland, first among Grand Lodges, issued documents to
attest the regularity of subordinate Lodges, the first of the present series of
Warrants being issued in February, 1732.

Of the earlier Warrants, in many cases it is now impossible to state with
certainty which were issued to erect new Lodges, and which were merely to
regularise old ‘time immemoral’ bodies. The oldest surviving Warrant in
Co. Down, and indeed in Ulster, is 77 Newry, issued in 1737. Killyleagh, a
small hamlet—though a pocket borough—some five miles from Downpatrick,
received No. 180, in 1748. Yet, so far as we are at present aware, no Warrant
was issued for the county town until No. 343 was granted to Roger McNeill, Esq.,
Robert Martin, and James Walsh, on 7th February, 1760; while on 4th June.
1761, No. 367 was issued bearing the names of Ilugh Hill, Esq., William
McKeevers, and lenry Colt.

At the outset, we are confronted with a perplexing problem: why did the
Masons of the county town wait so long before obtaining a Warrant, and why
two Lodges in a town of about three thousand inhabitants at most?

It is inconceivable that Masonry was unknown in Downpatrick prior to
1760 : as the County town, the seat of the Assizes, and a military station, it was
in touch with the outer world. The Deanery of Down was one of the richest
preferments of the Irish Church, and was held by many prominent men, including
Patrick Delany, the friend of Swift: best known nowadays as the husband of the
incomparable Mary Granville, who has left us in her letters many lively pictures
of the social life of Down in those days.

There is a close link, too, with Bristol; for in 1703 Edward Southwell.
of King’s Weston and Kinsale, married the Lady Elizabeth Cromwell, only child
of Vere Iissex, fourth and last Earl of Ardglass, so obtaining the Downpatrick
Estate.

While the Southwells did mnot reside in Downpatrick, they visited it
frequently, and effected many improvements.
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It is, of course, possible that one of the early Irish Warrants, whose first
place of issue is now unknown, was domiciled in Downpatrick, and the two Lodges
were the result of a split, but, though a pure conjecture, it seems probable that
the local brethren were loth to abandon their ‘time immemorial ' status: and
that one group, having submitted to the authority of Grand Lodge, obtained
No. 343, and the remainder followed suit about a -year later.

While the date of the introduction of Masonry to Ireland is at present
obscure, it presents a fascinating problem, and one is tempted here to indicate
the possibility of a very early period. In spite of the ravages of war, and of
successive plantations, some degree of continuity exists. Inevitably, of course,
there has been, from the earliest périod, an intimate connection between Ireland
and Scotland, while recent research is showing how great was the influence of the
wandering scholars of Ireland on the learning of the Middle Ages. When
England was being slowly welded together out of the warring elements of the
Heptarchy, Ireland was in close touch with what centres of learning there were
on the Continent; in North Italy, France, and the heart of Germany.

Even before the impact of feudal civilisation upon the older Celtic system,
with the Anglo Norman invasion, the wave of church building enthusiasm that
swept all Christendom had reached our shores, and a form of architecture,
distinctly Irish—Iliberno-Romanesque—was being evolved, of which the most
beautiful example surviving is Cormac’s Chapel, on the Rock of Cashel, finished
about 1134.

The Anglo-Normans were great church builders—whether from policy,
genuine piety, or the desire in some way to atone for their destruction in other
directions. In Downpatrick alone we have noticed that there were at least five
monastic establishments, founded in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, of which
not a trace remains but the framework of the present Cathedral.

Masons’ marks at Greyabbey have been described by Sir Thomas Drew,
and similar marks are to be seen at Inch, near Downpatrick, which was built
about the same time.

Around Downpatrick are numerous surnames of both Celtic and Norman
origin, as well as those representative of later settlers: while there is at least one
case of a lineal descendant of one of de Courci’s barons still holding part of the
manor won by his ancestor’s sword. One or two similar families died out within
the last generation.

Thus, remote us it may be, there is a possibility, in an old corporate city
like Downpatrick, that the continuity between the operative builders of the
twelfth century and the speculative mason of the eighteenth may be unbroken.

Of 343 little is known: we have only the names registered at Grand Lodge,
occasional newspaper references, and a few letters. The first Master was Roger
McNeill, of Taynish, in Scotland.  His mother was Ann Montgomery, of the
Mount Alexander family, and through her the McNeills obtained possession of an
estate in the neighbourhood of Belfast. Roger had married, in 1743, Elizabeth,
elder daughter of Cromwell Price, of Hollymount (about two miles from Down-
patrick). The Lodge worked in Downpatrick for a time, but about 1786 removed
to Everogue's Bridge, in the townland of Crossgar, five miles away, where,
subsequently the present village of Crossgar grew up. This removal was probably
due to the Trotter family, who were, in successive generations, agents for the
Downpatrick Estate, and who owned Crossgar House. In 1784, a William
Trotter was a member of both Lodges.

Lodge 367 also had a prominent personage. and a ‘ foreigner ' for its first
master. Hugh Iill, Bsq., was a son of Rowly Hill, of Derry, a member of
the Lodge that met at the ‘Ship behind the Royal Exchangé’™ (@.C.4., x.,
p- 16). who was present as Warden at the Lodge held at the ‘ Yellow Lyon in
Warborough'’s Strect,” Dublin, 6th March, 1730/31, which was also attended by
the Earl of Ross, G.M. of Ireland, Lord Kingston, late G.M. of England, and
other brethren prominent in the Craft in the Irish capital. He was educated at
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Trinity College, Dublin, and in 1754 entered at DMiddle Temple, but shortly
afterwards came to Downpatrick as Collector of Customs for the Strangford
District.  Later, he entered the Irish Parliament as member for Derry City,
remaining its representative till his death: he had been created a Baronet in
1768.

Curiously enough, except ut the heud of the Roll of 367, his name cannot
be traced in the Registers of the Grand Lodge of Ireland: mnor is it among the
vast amount of data collected by the late Bro. Wonnacott.  Still, it seems likely
that he was connected with the Craft in Dublin or London, or both, and the
founders of 367 turned to him to assist them to obtain a Wuarrant.

At any rate, whatever its ancestry, the Lodge was successfully launched
under the rule of the Grand Lodge of Ireland, and pursued a career of varying
success until the year 1845. Those were lean times in Ireland: the Great Famine
had yet to come, but Downpatrick was already on the down grade. The Lodge
had fallen into arrears of dues, and Grand ILodge, after patiently waiting for u
time, at last withdrew the Warrant.

The old Lodge, however, was not to die, for in 1855 a new Warrant,
bearing the old number, 367, wus issued to three surviving members: amongst
those present at the installation of the new Warrant were two others who
had been brought to light in old 367: and within a few years of the
revival Grand Lodge Rolls show that five more of the survivors were enrolled under
the new Warrant. The facts were brought to the notice of the Grand Lodge of
Treland, which has been pleased to grant a Certificate of Continuous Membership
since the year 1761, and this date appears against the Lodge in the official
Calendar.

Since 1835 the Lodge has laboured zealously, with fair prosperity, and
to-day cherishes the light of Freemasonry with all the care of its old-time
members: und while perhaps not as conspicuous as some of its sisters in more
favoured localities. 367 hears a reputation second to none, for zeal and orthodoxy
in working.

THE RECORDS.

Almost the only relics of the old Lodge that have survived to this day are
six volumes of records, which were carefully rebound in the year 1900. The first
five cover the period 1764-1814: one or more subsequent volumes are missing, while
the sixth, 1836-46. contains entries so meagre that the impending fate of the
Lodge only appears in the dearth of candidates and slackness in paying dues.

The earlier books were kept with a lack of system. curious to modern eyes:
the accounts would horrify a modern book-keeper—did they mnot amuse him;
indeed, how they were ever balanced is beyond human comprehension !

Still, there they are, the Lodge’s dearest treasure, mute but eloquent
witnesses of how the old-time members of 367 travelled in search of light. Often
have I heard many of our senior brethren relate, when the Lodge was in a less
prosperous state than now, how they took it in turn to act as Tyler, and their
hours of vigil were passed by dipping into these old hooks, where they found
sometimes amusement, but always instruction. and the urge to emulate the
working of their predecessors in less favoured times.

The reluctance with which old-time Trish Masons recorded their doings was
due, perhaps, to unfamiliarity with the pen uas a working tool, but certainly
owing to the strictness with which they interpreted their obligations of secrecy.
Consequently, while the volumes under review contain much of interest, they
present more problems than they solve. 1In what follows, therefore, the writer
has merely endeavoured to put on record certain facts, in the hope that they will
be of interest to Masonic students, and prove a source of discussion which may
enlarge our knowledge of the doings of an eighteenth century Irish Lodge.
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VOLUME I. 1764-1783.

This is of foolscap size: the first ten leaves are unnumbered: the buck of
the eleventh is numbered 1, and so to the.last page, which is numbered 190.
Pp. 44-45 have been torn out, apparently since the rebinding: and the following
pages are missing : —36-59, 64-67. 72-95, 100-113, 116-163, 166-169, 172-173. and
176-177.  The top inch only of 164-5 survives, and 189 appears twice. The
numbering was evidently added after the book was commenced, apparently as late
as 1783, as prior to this the numbers are written over the entries, and are all in
the same hand and ink.

Tt is to be feared that much of interest has been lost with the missing leaves,
but let us hope not much of importance, and that many were blank, torn out by
a harassed Secretary to make mnotes of the preceedings!

The first page bears the entry:—

The Book of Regulations for the
lodge of Free & Accepted Masons No. 367
A List of the members belonging to S¢. Freternity

Hugh Hill, Isq. Mast".
Rob®. Hastings Deputty Mast'.
Thos. Martin Senr. Warden
James Smith Junr. Warden
William MeceKeavers See's,

The Above Mentioned Members have
As Usually Met this 27th being St.
Johns 1765 & have Settled the Affairs
of the Fraternity as follows:

Twenty-three other names follow, against some ¢f which are sums of money due,

and various marks which no doubt conveyed something to Bro. McKeavers, but
are now quite unintelligible. :

On the third page we find:—

A List of the Masters & Wardens & lMembers of the Fraternity of
lvee & Accepted Masons of No. 367 Assembled on the 27th Dec. 1765,
& by Consent We have Chosen

Samll. Chambers Master
John Fennan Senr. Warden
Charles Bassett Junr. Warden
John Williamson Senr.
ITugh Gordon Junr. | Deacons
W, McKeavers Secry.
and sixteen other members, all of whom appear in the first list.  Omne of the

six now missing, however, is Bro. Ilugh Hill himself.
Following the names is:—

We the Above Numed Persons doe by a joint Council Agree to Ob:zerve
Our Monthly Meetings as formerly, & We Are to Meet on St. John's
Day the 27th of Dec: 1766 at Brother TTugh Gordons in Downpatt.

John Quail Entred 24 February 1766
John Gordon Entred 27th St. John's 1766 Absent
Apparently all that was recorded of the year's working!

These entries are rather buffling: the Lodge evidently was working from
shortly after the date of the Warrant. for in Grand Lodge Rolls three names are
registered 24th June, 1762, two on 24th June, 1763, and one on 24th June, 1764,
while on the latter date Robert Hastings is registcred ns Master.
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Are we to conclude that there was an earlier volume, now lost, or that the
record of the beginning of the Lodge's career was originally contained in the
present volume, but lost at some time before the rebinding?

Deacons are not mentioned in the first list, while they are in the second,
and such officers were regularly elected subsequently.

Again, the name of Bro. llugh Hill is absent from the second list:
altogether it looks as if there was something which Bro. McKeavers thought ought
not to be written—but it would be intensely interesting to us to-day!

The office of Deputy Master in the first list is perhaps worth notice: such
an officer was occasionally chosen at the annual elections: in the present instance
he may have been chosen owing to Bro. Hills' public duties: or, again, Bro. Hill
may have been absent, and the Secretary recorded as ** Deputy Master,”" what a
present day one would describe as W.M. Acting.

One point where 367 varied from most old Irish Lodges was in electing
officers for the full twelve months, on or about 27th December in each year: the
usual practice wus to elect officers for a term of six months on each of the
St. John's Days; 367, till the end of the old Lodge, elected annually, in December.

On the fifth page we find in a beautiful copperplate hand :—
Regulations Agreed to & Strictly to be observed by the Freternity of
Free & Accepted Masons of the Lodge held Under Warrant from the
Grand L: Earl of Charleville Grand Master.
No. 367, At our Grand Festival on St. John's Day 27th Dec. 1764 at
B. Robt. Hastings We Appoint our Festival for 27th Dec. 1765 to be
at B: Thos. Martins.

And on the seventh page, in the same handwriting, a code of By-laws: of
which some have subsequently been scored out so vigorously as to be well-nigh
indecipherable : —

Regulation 1%*. he it Agreed that Every Member Who Asembles at any of
our Meetings Especially at our Festivals Must Behave himself Soberly
Modestly & Decently or be Subject to the Censure of the Master &
Wardens & to be put under a Rest or Excluded till he or they So
Agreeing Make aproper Atonement to the Satisfaction of the Brethren.

Article 2™. Tts farther Agreed that No Brother is to Injure an Other by
any Infamo®. Story w™. he Shall hear till first Privately Aquainting
the Injured.

3. No Brother is to Go to law or thro Unessasary Expenses out of
his Brother free Muasons Pockett till he first Lays the Case before the
Body when Assembled & there Advice to pursue.

4. No Brother who is Now Entered Our Lists is to be at the Entering
Passing or Raising of any Papist, Basstard or [a word illegible] Person.
he knowing him to be so. None Such to be Admitted A Member in
this Freternity.

This rule has been scored out with the greatest vigour, and the above is the result
of hours with a strong magnifying glass: in the years to come many a ‘‘ Papist
was to be welcomed in 367, but the idea that a bastard was not free born persisted
right down till the opening of the present century. About thirty years ago, one
whose parents were not ‘‘ well come home,”" to use a local euphemism, sought
admission to 367, but the feeling among the old stalwarts was so strong the name
was withdrawn before ballot.

5. There is Neither Thief Murderer Whoremonger or Adulterer or A
Notorions Common Swearer to Remain A Member of this Freternity
but on proof of his or there Committing Any of the Aforesd. Crimes
Without Aproper Attonement him or them is Guilty is to be Excluded.
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6. Its farther Agreed that We are Not to Admitt or Except of Any
Brother to Join our Freternity that is an Old Mason With Apropr.
Certificate Under 1°.: 19,

7. Its farther Agreed that we are not to Accept of any Person to he
made A free Mason in this Body under 8. 1}¢.

8. Its farther Agreed that We are to Meet on the last Monday of
Every Month & at Such Meetings to Spend 3% & put 13%. in the Box.

9. Its further Agreed that Every Countrey Brother is not bound te
Attend Every Monthly Meeting but pay for Every year at St. Jons
Day 15 - 1% at Cristmes.

10. Its farther Agreed that We hold Any person Whatever A False
Brother Who does Not Carry a Lawful Certificate & Do hold our Selves
Unbound Either to Speak to Such pretender or Asw". any of his
Summons®.

11. Its farther Agreed that by the Consent of the Freternity Met on
Jan. 1766 [ ? | that Any Brother who Gives A Just Reasson for Absence
they are Relaised from Any Charge Except three half pence to the box.

This By-Law is in the same hand as the earlier ones, but with a different pen and
ink, and presumably at a later date: it has been vigorously scored out, and on
the opposite (sixth) page is:—

1766
Artickle August 26. Tt is further agreed by our Body that Every Absent
12 Brother Shall . . . [illegible] pay for Every Absent Night which

is our Monthly Meeting Ye Sum of three pence Ster to the Box.

Subsequently, other Resolutions were adopted from time to time:—
8. July 1767
At Our Lodge of Emmergency Called this Date for Several
Reasons as Nonattendance & Non paym'. & Not Abiding by the Regular
Constitutions We have taken it to our Consideration that any Member
Who Absents & does Not Make his Acc'. Clear kvery Quarter & Attend
Without A Lawful Reason is to be Excluded.

William McKeavers ) Sec'™.
John Fennun J Wardin

Hugh Gordon

11772] Be it further agreed that every member pay at thier yearly
meting for ordinary 1% : 1% each.

Willm. McCullagh Mr.
Hugh Gordon

It is further agreed by our Body that Ivery Absent Member Shall
pay for Every Absent night which is our Monthly meeting the Sum of
Three pence to the Box.

1773 July 30th. Willm. McCullagh: Mast. the above Rule we agree
to this 27th Day of Janary 1777 John Connor Mast®.

March 31, 1777.

It is agreed By the Master and wardens and the Members present
that their Should Be a fund for the Relife of a Destresed Brother
traveling haveing a proper Certificate from a warented Lodge and Said
Certificate Must Be in Deate. Now our Worship has Nominated
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otherised and a poynted the foliing Bretherin to give Relife to any
Such as the above
Willm. McCullagh
Sigd. By our Worshipful Thos. Sharman
Jonn Connor Master. Jas. Smith
Samul. Chambers

Artickles Made & a greed uppon by this Body . . . the 26 Day
of Jany. 1778

It is agreed that Everey Member of this Body Shall Drink threepence
& pay three half pence to the Box Each & Evrey Monthly Night.

It is agreed that Everey Member Indebted to this Body or the Chist
Belonging to this Body is to pay Kach & KEverey Monthly Night the
Sum of two Shill®*. & Eight pence halfpenny Iach Monthly Night until
their Respective Debts is cleared out of the Book otherwise the Shall
have Neither part or Share in our Distribution which will be everey
St. Johns at Crismas then Each & Everey Clear Member Receiving a
like Bountey Who is in this Body a full year. None Made In ye year
1778 to Receive Aney Bountey till ye year 1779.

It is agreed that Everey Towns Member Absent from their Body or
Lodge two Monthly Nights is to pay one Shilling & one peney to the
Chist or Box Baring Cuse of Sickness Exclusive of the three half pence
Each Night—And Everey Countrey DMember Being Absent three
Monthly Nights from their Lodge Baring Case of Sickness is to pay
one Shillin and one peney to the Chist Exclusive of the three half pence
to the Box. :

Tt is agreed that Everey Candit who Speaks to a Brother to become a
Member are to give one Shilling and one peney to Sd. that to go to
the Chist when he Aprises the Body with a lowance if he or the[y]
Comes in towards his first Step.

It is further agreed that their is a lowance to be Left out to Releive
the Distressed.
Signed by Order of our Lodge No. 367

John Connor . Master
James Crawford Sect'. William McCullagh Sr.
Samuel Chambers Jr.

The third, fourth and fifth of these Resolutions of 1778 were re-enacted on 5th
July, 1779.

Later, laws regarding absentees were strengthened: the entry is undated,
but, from the position in the book, it would appear to be about 1782:—

1%t

24,

3¢,

Resolved in ILodge No. 367 Down.

That on account of the Nonattendance and bad Conduct of some of
the Members belonging to this Body it is agreed that any Member
who is absent three Monthly Nights successively without giving a
proper Reason to the Body is to be Excluded and deprived of any
Advantage or priviledge.

That each and every Member blonging to this Body is to pay each
Monthly Night Two pence Ster. whether present or absent to the good
of the Body in order to relieve Indigent Brothers or any Nesessary
wanted for the use or good of the Lodge.

That any Br. refusing to pay to the Treasurer or Secretary the above
Mentioned sum of Two pence Monthly is to be Considered no longer
a Member of this Body nor Intitled to a Certificate or any Prevelege
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or Advantage belonging to this Lodge unless it can be made appear
his Circumstances won’t admit of.

On pages 51-55 of the numbered pages appeirs a fair copy of a set of By-laws,
evidently adopted during the year 1783. It is made up as follows: —

Regulations of 27th December, 1764: Nos. 1, 2, 3, 5. 6, 7; No. 8 amended
to make the night of meeting the last Tuesday of every month. Then Nos. 9 and
10 of 1764, followed by:—

'Tis further agreed that any Member who Abscents himself and
does not make his Accts. Clear Lvery Quarter, & Does not attend
Without A Lawful Reason is to be Excluded, Which excuse must be
sent to the Body then meeting.

The second ‘ Artickle ' of 26th January, 1778, follows, amended: —

.. . None made in the year 1783 To Receive Any Bounty untill the
Year 1784. -

Then the third and fourth Artickles of 1778, umended : —
Baring in Case of Sickness or Some DMaterial Buisness.
Then the fifth Artickle of 1778, after which:—

14, Resolved that we the undernamed having a Thorough respect &:
Veneration for the Antient & Honourable Body of Free Masons Will
to the Utmost of our power Strive to prevent any Missunderstanding
between the Bretheren As far as in our power lies.

Resolved that for the better Carring the Preceding Resolutions into
Effect We will take no notice of Any faults hitherto Committed by any
of the Bretheren Belonging to our Lodge but that to prevent any
Annimosity and for the Benefit of Which We will admit no person
Who we are not fully convinced has a Thue Veneration for the Noble
institution of which he is a Member.

Resolved that Those Resolutions are not entered into Through motives
of pride—Envy—Malice—IlIatred or Tllwill to Any Man but merely
for the purpose of Making Masonry ans’. the End for which it was
Origionally Instituted xamenLy To Do Justice, Love Mercy and to
Waulk humbly in the Sight of God and Man.

The date of these revised By-laws, as regards the latest limit, is fixed by
the following resolution, which is inserted at the foot of the page:—

A Resolution Entered into the 27th Day of Jany. 1784 Lodge in
Ample form Viz. that the Hour of Our Meeting from the Above
Date to the first Day of July Shall be presisely at the hour of 7 O’Clock
the nonattendance of Said hour by any member the Said Member Shall
be lible to the Censure of Said Body.

It is difficult now to say what precisely an old-time Irish Secretary, in a.
country Lodge especially, meant by such a phrase as ‘“ Ample form '': possibly
simply that the Lodge was opened with full ceremonial. In Rathfirland, Co.
Down, which, even in the eighteenth century, was a vigorous Masonic centre, the:
phrase ‘‘ Due form '’ is used to-day when the Lodge is opened by the ruling
Master in person: if a ‘ fit & proper substitute '’ acts for him, the Lodge is
said to be opened ‘‘in form.”

The first Cash Account, commencing with September, 1765, gives some
entries relating to expenditure on equipment:—
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A List of What Cash is Now Levy'd for the Use of
this Freternity

£ s d.
Sepr. Meeting In the ITands of Br. Thos. Martin 1. 0. 1%
In the llands of Brother Robt. Hasstings
Which have been Expended for this Book 2. 7
With Brother Sam Chambers in Cash 15. 8
for the Amplim'. Made by Brother Williamson
Paid by Brother Sam Chambers 11. 43
Mo. in Cash With B: Sam Chambers 2. 8%
Mo. in Cash With Do. 3. 3
Octob". 28th Recd in Cash 3. 1%
Nomber 25 Recd in Cash 1. 43
Dec: 27 Recd in Do. 23
3. 6. 5
Do. 6
3. 6.11
1. 13. 113
1. 12, 113
Paid for this Book 2. 7
to Br. Williamson for the Amplimts 11. 43
to Br. Martin for the Chest & locks & Hinges 1. 0.
- 1. 13. 113

A Complim®. Made of the Poles & Truncheons to the

Freternity Grattis by B.. Thos. Martin for Wch. we

Return Thanks.
The use of the familiar three dots at such an early date is startling: such do not
appear to be used elsewhere in the Records, and this solitary instance may have
been pure inadvertance on the part of the Secretary.

Entries of sums received, or paid, down to November, 1767, occur on this
and the following page. but without any clue as to their purpose, except three
sums of 2/8% paid by John Quail. on 24th February, 31st March, and 28th April,
1766 : evidently for each of his three steps.

Fairly regular accounts of money received were kept, but of expenditure
hardly any have survived, except on pp. 187-188: the missing pages may have
contained accounts from which many interesting items might have been drawn:—

Disbursements for Lodge No. 367 Jany. [?] 26th 1776 [?]

Jany. 26th. Paid for Locks to Mrs. Meclinche £0. 2. 9
Paid for puting on the Locks and

the Boy for Removeing the Chist 0. 1. 1

Spent in Br. Bassetts at the Moveing the Chist 0. 0. 63

Spent at the Delivering the Chist ’ 0. 1. 1

to Nails for putting on the Locks 0. 0.1

0. 5. 7

Augt. 30 Laid out for Wax and Paper 2
Oct. 26 Given to help to Bury Thos. Caghey 3. 3
Feby. 1 1777 [ ?] Paid for 3 Rods 1. 7%
Nov'. 15 1776 paid for Sailing wax 0. 0. 3
‘ paid for a Bible 0. 2. 2
June 26 1777 paid for Cross pens, to John Robson 0. 10
July 28 paid for two Locks 2. 2
! 1777 for Gloves to Revd. John Dickson 1. 1
To Black Ribbins 63
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Locks figured fairly frequently, and apparently, at times, a forcible ‘ audit ' was
carried out, for we find an entry:—

1775
Janry. 30 By Cash in the Chist when broke open 1. 6. 6%

The three rods purchased in February. 1777 (the exact year is difficult to make
out) are rather a conundrum: we find in the first Cash Account that Poles—
presumably for the Deacons,—and Truncheons—for the Wardens,—were presented
by Br. Martin. We also find three rods mentioned on other occasions:—

1786
Febry. 28 By 3 roods 1. 73
1786 Feby. 28 By painting 3 Rods 6%

In a little pamphlet by the late R.W. Bro. F. C. Crosslé ‘* Local Evidence on
the Connection between Craft Masonry and the MHigher Degrees '’ to which my
attention was drawn by Bro. Jenkinson, of Armagh, we find, referring to
Lodge 888 (Armagh Militia, 1800-1845): ‘‘ Amongst the relics of this Lodge
. three wands, coloured respectively blue, red and black.”” The date, 1777,
however, is some twenty years before the earliest entry referring to the Royal
Arch degree, and while the ‘* Black Ribbins '’ may have been for Templar demits,
they are just as likely to have been for mourning.

Even early in the Lodge’s career there appears to have been trouble over
money matters, as is evidenced by the resolutions adopted from time to time
concerning members in arrears. Trouble arose early with Grand Lodge over
dues: the following copy of a letter is entered on page 190 (upside down):—

A Copy a Letter Sent to M'. Calders 11th July 1767

Dr. 8*. We Yo'. Humble & honest Brothers Belonging to No. 367 Held
in Downpatrick Wrote to you Some time Since but had not the favour
of any Answ"™. We have Since Reasoned it was our fault for not
paying the Postage as was Advertised. We Ever have & Intends
Behaveing as a Regular Body of free & Accepted Massons & hopes to
Abide by that Constitution. Yo'. Correspondence kept with us wou’'d
be a Great Satisfaction to us. What Dues are Due by us you may
Expect Will be honouribly paid Since we had the favour of Seeing
you. In turn Samll. Chambers is Now Master. I D" §. Remain
Sec™. as you ordered & hopes Ever to Copy the Noble Principals you
Abide by Whilst T am &c. &c.

Bro. John Calder was elected Grand Secretary in 1757, and in 1764 visited Lodges
in the North of Ireland, to collect dues, and assert the authority of Grand Lodge
in distant localities. =~ John Jones was elected Grand Secretary in 1767, and
appointed Calder as his Deputy. Calder’s services had not proved altogether
satisfactory, and the failure to reply mentioned by the brethren of 367, may have
been an instance.

Bro. Thomas Corker was appointed Deputy Grand Secretary in February,
1768. by Bro. Charles Vallancey, G.S., and the following year he made a similar
journey to the north and also visited 367. On the back of the tenth leaf of this
volume, in Bro. Corker’s own handwriting, we find:—

Recd. from Br. James Smith M. of No. 367 Fourteen Shillings and
Seven Pence half Penny in full for Grand Todge Dues to the 27th
December last, also recd. Five Shill#®, and five pence for the registry
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of Bro. John Quail, Hugh Gordon, George Bassett, John Graham, and
St. John Harvey. D®. patrick the 6th day of June 1769 Nine.

£0:14: 73 Thos. Corker. D.G.Sec.
5: 5
1. 0. 0}

Bro. Corker's visit was productive of good, for at least some hazy attempt
at system is evident in the keeping of the Lodge records for some time after this
date. The back of the eleventh leaf is numbered 1, and the paging then runs
throughout the book. The officers and members are sct out on one page, and
on the following an account of monies received, as dues and initiation fees.

Page 12 contains a list of members for 1772, with twelve monthly columns
showing dues paid: in the case of new members Ent?., Past, Raisd.—or Joined,
in the case of affiliates. By 1779, however, the scribe had wearied, and page 21
contains a list of members, notes of degrees, and on whom conferred, jotted down
in a most ‘ throughother ' fashion!

From the membership of twenty-eight on St. John's Day, 1765, the
numbers had dropped to twelve in 1770: three of whom were ‘entd’ on-27th
December of that year: the remaining nine heing the five brethren registered by
Corker in June, 1769, with Samuel Chambers, James - Smith, Robert Linton and
John Rea: the latter four all recorded as being present on 27th December. 1765.

The following year the numbers are still twelve, Bro. Linton having
dropped out, and Bro. Vernon McCallum having affiliated: Lodge not stated.
Bro. Linton's name re-appears in 1772: a couple of initiates in January, and
during the year three more candidates came forward, and two brethren affiliated.

Progress was thenceforward steady, the numbers on the roll heing as
follows:—1773, 25: 1774, 18: 1775, 20: 1777, 23; 1778, 28: 1779, 27:. 1780,
20 members present at November meeting, 1781, 38, and 1782, 39.

The jump in numbers about 1780 is probably due to the enthusiasm
engendered by the Volunteer movement, of which., however, not a hint appears
in the records of the Lodge.

About 1777. too, we begin to find names that are distinctly Papist, in
spite of By-Law No. 4, of 1764: it is only fair to add that this By-Law was
subsequently scored out by some brother, who realised how un-Masonic it was,
with such vigour, as to render it well-nigh undecipherable. At any rate. from
this date on, we find names like Murphy, Darby. Dorrian, McCann, McCartan,
McNamara, Raffety, and so on, which are characteristically Roman Catholic.
That this admission was more than a mere gesture is shown by such members
attaining to office: John Connor was W.M. in 1777, '78, and '79: and in 1784
both Wardens and the Senior Deacon bore typical Catholic surnames. :

Officers were elected annually about New Year: sometimes at the St. John's
Day festival in December, sometimes at the January meeting: but one or two
entries show that the brethren did not hesitate to lay down the law to their
officers, not excepting the all powerful Master himself:—

On Monday the 26th day of Novr. 1781 being Lodge nigh of the Body
of No. 367 Tt was unanimously agreed that MT. W™, Sloane of Down-
patrick be appointed Master in the place of M". W™. Miller superseded
that Archb?. Eager [sic] be appointed Senr. Warden & George
Robinson be appointed Junr. Warden that Hugh Taylor by his own
Consent is thought worthy to be continued as Secratary Luke Murphy
Senr. Decon & James Lemon Junior Decon Signed by the prest then
Worshipful Master & Members present & Samuel Chambers Treasurer
as the only person Qualified to Act in that office

Master

[No signatures] Wardens
Treasurer
Members.
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Again:—
At A Meeting of The Master & Wardens of Lodge No. 367 Lodge in
Ample form on the 27th Day of January 1784 the following Resolutions
Were Iintred into Unanimousely

1**.  Resolved unanimously that Brother Aiger' Shall Act as Master
for Said Body for Said Year 84.

2. Resolved unanimously that Brs. Donnan & Carrol Shall act as
Wardens for Said Body During the Space of one year from this Said
Date being the 27th Junuary 1784.

3. Resolved that Bro. Luke Murphy & Jehn Robinson [sie] Shall act
as Deakeus for Said Body During the Space of One Year from the
Date above being the 27th Day of January 1784.

4. Resolved that Br. Jas. Richardson Shall uct as Sect™. for Said
Body During one year from the Date above being the 27th Day of
January 1784. .

5. Resolved that if any of the Above Officers Shall act Impropperly
or Contrary to the Rules of S% Body Shull be Lible to the Censure of
Sd. Body.

Naturally, not a hint of esoteric matters is to be found, but it is evident
that the expression ‘‘made a Freemason '~ meant in those days, three distinct
steps. The first candidate whose name occurs is:—

John Quail Entred 24 February 1766

and in the first cash account we find John Quail paid three sums of 2/8% each,
on 24th February, 31st March, and 28th April respectively.  As there were
evidently ‘* Monthly Nights,” it is a fair inference that Bro. Quail paid half-a-
crown for each step as he got it, the full fee, as laid down in By-Law No. 7 of
1764 being 8/1}4 (or 7/6 British coinage).

From Bro. Quail’s initiation to the end of the book, the names of seventy-
six candidates occur; incidentally, it may be remarked that, of these, only ten
were registered in the Rolls of Grand Lodge. Two others, in 1776, are recorded
as having paid 1/1 cach for registry, but the Secretary evidently failed to forward
the names.

1t is difficult to trace exactly how each candidate progressed through the
various grades of the Order, but a careful examination of this volume gives the
following facts:—

30 cases: the dates of three ceremonies are given, termed ‘‘ Entered,"”
‘“ Passed,’”’ ‘‘ Raised.”’

1Bro. Archibald Eager was the writer's great-great-grandfather, on both father’s
and mother’s side, his grandmothers having heen full cousins: he was initiated in
Lodge 367 in the year 1779, and continned his connection therewith till his death in
1838. He served as Worshipful Master on no fewer than seven occasions, and
frequently held office in the subordinate stations. His brother John was also a member,
as were at least four of his sons. In the next generation, however. Orangeism had
become strong. and through it no more HEdgars, as the name now is, were made in 367.
Tt was a family tradition that their ancestor came from Holland in the train of
William III., hence, possibly, their attraction towards the Order which holds his name
in hallowed memory. At any rate, when a direct descendant joined our Order, he
went to another Lodge. much to the disgust of those who knew the family's connection
with 367. However, another Archibald i1s now running about, with as yet no idea that
such a thing as the Craft exists, and when he desires to join our Order, care will be
taken that his steps are guided in the right path.

Other connections of the writer, both by marriage and blood. are to be found on
the Roll of 367: nor is this exceptional, many another case of successive generations
in the one Lodge can be traced. In fact, in a neighbouring district, no fewer than
seven generations of one family in direct line have been traced, though, owing to Lodges
dying out, they were not all made in the one Lodge.
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16 cases: a similar progress may be inferred from the fact that each candidate
paid the sum of 2/8% on each of three occasions, commonly at monthly
intervals: or where recorded in tabular form, three columns are ruled,
headed respectively E. P. and R.: and payments entered under each
heading.

Of the remaining candidates: for eight the date of Entry alone is
recorded, and three, Entered and Passed only. These records are
probably incomplete, as from the data available it does not necessarily
follow that these candidates stopped short in their careers.

Three cases only vary from the general rule: one brother is recorded
as being Entered, Passed and Raised on one date: another Entered
and Pagsed on one, and Raised at a subsequent meeting: the third,
Euntered at one, Passed and Raised at another.
The remaining sixteen cases are mere names, and it is impossible to
say how or when the degrees were conferred.
Thus it is evident that, during the period covered by the first volume, the rule
in 367 was to confer three distinct steps, and that to be ‘‘made a Mason ”
entailed all three.

What exactly these ceremonies comprised it is impossible to say from the
evidence of the records, but in the second volume a distinet change in practice
occurs: so sudden and definite that, coupled with other circumstances, it points
to a complete reform in working.

VOLUME II.

is of narrow oblong shape, the pages now being 64 inches wide by 16 inches deep,
without any rulings.
The back of the first leaf bears:—
LODGE
No. 367 crudely printed, and a number of vague scribblings, e.g.
James McFadden
is a good boy and hee is wise
but foolish when he gets a drop

Drink. Ist Dec. 1788.
Money makes
Cloth Shapes
the Man as well as
hee Can Marry.

Divide 20°. between 4 Men Give the first Man the 1/2 the Second
1/3 & the third 1/4 & the fourth 1/5. What is Each Mans Share in

preportion
b 156
| - g P
first Mans Share 7 3085
104
Second Mans Share 5. 2 —
308
232
Third Mans Share 3. 10 —
308
124
Fourth Mans Share 3. 1 =08

20. O
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Evidently the old-time members did not neglect the fourth of the Liberal Arts
and Sciences !

On the opposite page, front of second leaf, is:—
A Book Containing the Regulations

of Lodge No. 367 from the Lust
Tuesday of March 1784.
The front of the third leaf contains:—
A list of the Members Belonging to L. No. 367
running from No. 1 to No. 44, followed (in different ink) by 79: the numbers
corresponding with the numbers of the pages folowing, one page being allotted to
each member. ‘

Nos. 1 to 37 were evidently all written at the same time, and all occur in
the first volume. Nos. 37-41 are in a similar but not identical hand, and while
‘there is no record of their initiation or affilintion in Volume II., I have been
unable to trace them in Volume I.

Nos. 42, 43, and 44 in this Index do not occur in the Records at all, but
on page 42 we find:—

42 45 John Speer
43

44

All belongs

to Kilmore

but we put

45 & 46 in their place.

The last name, W™. Cleland, numbered 79, occurs on Folio 56. The
numbering of the pages is not regular: the back of the third leaf is numbered 1,
.and the sequence holds to 23, followed by 27; 42, as above, is re-numbered 43,
and beginning with page 55 the hook is numbered by folios, and opened D*. & C'. :
as a rule one name to each folio. A number of pages are missing, as indicated
by Folio 79 (L) followed by 80 (R)

88 (L) 90 (R), while Folios 98 and 120 each

occur twice,

This volume was evidently intended to contain a record of each member’s
.career: typical entries are:—

55.
1784
Sept. 21  Thos. Blear Dr. 1784 Contra Cr.
Enterd 2. 8% Sept. 21  for Cash Rec. 2. 8%
Past 2. 83 for Cash Re‘. 2. 83
Raised 2. 8% for Cash Rec'. 2. 8%
£ 8 13 —
5. d. £0. 8. 1}
To Sundries Settd. acct. 5. 8
81 81.
1786 James McFaden Contra Cr. 2. 8%
‘Octr. 2 Reported by Hamilton 1786
Martin and Deposited Nov. 6 By Cash 5. D
the Sum of [sic] S—
s. d. 8. 1}

11 Entrt. s. d.
& Passd. 5. 5
Nov. 6 Raised 2. 83 8. 14
1789 Due for his Dinner
on St. J’'s Day
Janry. 5 Dec. 25/88 1. 4
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When a brother took over the duties of Treasurer, he kept his accounts—
such as they were—on his own page and folio in this book, except when he held
office so long that one folio was not big enough.

A few notes of trials occur, and a new Code of By-Laws. These were
quite different from those adopted in 1783, and immediately following we read : —

The foregoing Resolutions after being read were unanimously agreed
to by the undersigned Members this 25th Day of January 1785 (it
being the Monthly Meeting).

Fifty-one signatures follow: some are of members who appear to have been
initiated after the above date, so that evidently it was the rule even then for a
member, at some stage of his career. to signify his assent to the By-Laws by
signing a copy of them in the Lodge Book.

The Laws were altered from time to time, but in the main this 1785 Code
remained in force right up to the end of the period covered by Volume V., and
presumably some time after: how long, owing to the loss of subsequent volumes,
it is impossible to say.

The following is, as accurately us can be ascertained, the original version
of these Laws:—

Bye Laws for Down Lodge No. 367

1**. That Every Person propos'd us a cundidate for Admission Shall
Deposit the sum of 2¢. 841, the Monthly Night whereon he is proposed,.
and if found acceptable to the Master wardens & Brethren, he shall
be Admitted the Monthly Night following, or if he chooses to callk
a Night of TImergency in the Intermediate time to be at his own
Expence, he paying for admission the sum of 16.3 of which sd half’
crown formerly deposited Shall stand as part payment.

[The deposit money was subsequently altered to 5/5. the lust.
clause scored out, and the following substituted :—‘" £1. 2. &
Exclusive of the Crown originally deposited.’’]

2 That every Member attend at the Lodge room every Monthly
Night precisely at the hour appointed by the Master in decent apparel
& perfectly sober that the business of the Lodge may commence and be
Ended at a seasonable time and any member absenting himself on
said Nights shall forfeit the sum of 63%. for each Night and if he
Neglect to pay sd. Fine every three months at Least he shall be
considered as self Excluded & treated accordingly.

[Altered by inserting ‘‘ without a satisfactory reason '’ before:
““shall forfeit . . .'": last clause deleted and ‘‘ he shall
be reported to the Committee by the Sect™.”' substituted.]

3. That when the I.odge is opencd every Member must observe due
Silence properly respecting the chair and not Move from place to place
without permission obtained [the remainder, four and a half lines,
scores out so as to be quite illegible, and ‘‘ from the Master or his
Deputy ' inserted].

4. That any Member appearing drunk at the opening of the Lodge
will not be admitted that Night & Shall pay the sum of 1%. 19. for said
offence & if found to continue the practise to be expelled as an Improper
Member of such society, and the persun who shall so far insult the
Meeting as to raise Disputes subversive of Decency and good order shall
first be fined 15. 1¢. & if he shall Murmur or show dissatisfaction or
refuse to pay Said fine that he shall be Imediately expelled said society
and his Name and the Nature of his offence reported to the Grand
Lodge there to be in record against him for Ever.
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Sthly. That any Member who shall swear or blaspheme while the
Lodge is open shall for the first Oath forfeit 1%. for the second 2'. for
the third the remainder of the British sixpeuce.

[*“ & for every Succeeding Oath one British Sixpence '~ added ]

6. That whatever Grievance or Dispute may arise shall be reported
to a Committee [. . . blotted out . . .| & Whoever refuses to
comply with the Decisions of sd. Committee shall be considered as a
disturber of the Harmony that ought to submit amongst Brothers and
expelled accordingly.

[ expelled " deleted, and ‘treated '’ substituted]

rr

7. That the Master Give orders to the Secretary to have all the
members suinmoned to the Lodge Room the Monthly Night before the
two St. John's Days, then & there to consider & fix upon Matters for
Dining together or any other business proper for the occasion and any
Member who will not pay due attention to his Summons shall be
Expelled with every circumstance of disgrace.

[last line deleted, and * Subject to the decision of sd

Committee ' inscrted ]

8. That the Master if desired shall give the Lodge a Satisfactory
Account Every Quarter of all the Money received and paid out for the
Lodge. Every new admitted Brother to pay the Secry. one British
shilling & Xvery Brother who shall draw or Lodge a Certificate one
British Shilling.

(N.B. the Secret’. is to purchase out of sd payment paper Ribbons and
Wax—for Certificates)

9. That any Meniber who shall be found so mean as to disclose any
Transaction of the Lodge (Even to an absent brother) shall he held
unworthy of such Society and censured as a Committee shall think
Proper.

[No. 9 struck out ]

10. That the Tyler is to receive from Every New-admited Brother
1*. 19, Ivery Night of Imergency D°. & Every Monthly Night 1% 14,
from the Body at Large.

11. That the Sect™. is to read these Regulations every Monthly Night
Imediately after the Lodge is open.

The members' signatures follow, and on the next page uppears: —

Resolution Attend And Agreed by the Committee undersigned that the
Books is to be Regulated Every Monthly night & the Money Lodged
in the Chest & that All the Money that is Due the Book be Paid before

[Three lines follow which have been struck out, and instead
we have:—

the first Monday in February. & that the Sectry is here by Impowered
and authorised to Summons Every man who is in arrear for the Purpose
of Discharging sd. Acc.

Thos. Ranson Sect™.
Don at Our Lodge this 4th Day of Jany. 1790.

Tt seems somewhat remarkable that a little over a year after the 1764 By-Laws,
and subsequent additions had hbeen codified as in Volume I., an entire new
version should have been adopted.
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The ‘‘ admission money '’ is now doubled, though, so far as records are
preserved, the law was first enforced 22nd December, 1785, when one Jacob White,
** Shipp Master,”” was Entered, Passed and Raised. 5th January, 1786,
““ lidwd. Isaac of 9 Regt. foot '’ was ‘* Enterd Passd,”” and paid 10/10. The
fee then reverted to 8/14 until 5th January, 1789, when James Forbes 61st Regt.
was ‘‘ Entd. Pasd."” and paid 11/44. From this date to the end of the period
covered by Volume II. the fee was 16/3, usually allocated 10/10 for ‘‘ Entered
& Passed,”” and 5/5 for ‘* Raised '*: though when the candidates were unable to
pay the whole fee at once it was paid in all sorts of odd sums.

Bye-Laws 2 and 4 refer to a failing of the times: it must also bhe
remembered that the shores of Strangford Lough and Dundrum Bay, within easy
reach of Down, were inhabited by a race of enthusiastic ‘ Free Traders.” Many
a cargo of French brandy and Dutch gin was run under the very noses of Hugh
Hill, Esq., and his successors: not a few of whom were members of old 367.

The wording of By-Law 3 calls for more consideration: why ‘* Master or
his Deputy ’’?  1f the Deputy were simply a brother appointed to take the
Master's place in his unavoidable absence, why mention both? Or can we infer
that each had a specific duty, both being present, and that part of the work was
under the supervision of the Master, and part under that of the Deputy? A
remarkable omission in the new code is the second ‘‘ Artickle '" of 1778, providing
for the division of accumulated funds amongst the brethren of the TLodge.

No. 7, providing for the observance of the two St. John's Days, is new:
and it may be remarked, in passing, that, though the practice has long ago died
out, provision is still made for it in our By-Laws of to-day. *

From the well-thumbed state of the pages, it is obvious that By-Law 11
was strictly observed, and the By-Laws of the Lodge read every monthly night.

Turning to the method of imparting the degrees, we find the period covered
by Volume II. was largely one of transition.

At first, three distinct ceremonies, termed respectively Intered, Passed and
Ruised, each at a separate meeting, are recorded, just as in the previous volume.
About June, 1784, we find a number of curious entries, which appear to mean
that the order was Entered, Raised and Passed! There are five in all, and all
of the same dates:—Jntered 28th June, Raised 8th July, Passed 14th July. 1t
was probably a slip on the part of the Secretary.

We then revert to the old practice of Entered, Passed and Raised, until
in March, 1785, the rule quite suddenly changes to ‘“ Entered and Passed,” at
one meeting, and ‘* Raised '* at a subsequent one. Out of fifty-two candidates
between March, 1785, and November, 1790, thirty-eight received the degrees in
this manner. Of the remainder, a few are soldiers, and exceptional cases, such
as ‘‘ Thomas Bowan of Strangford, Isq.,”” who was Entered, Passed and Raised
on 11th July, 1789.

On 2nd October, 1786, we find James McFadden ‘‘ Reported *': he was
Entered and Passed on the 11th of the same month, and Raised on 6th November.
From this on, the date of the Report, or proposal. is usually given, becoming the
regular practice from 1788.

No entry in Volume Il. is found relating to the Royal Arch: and the
following are the only references to degrees other than the Craft:—

[Cash Accounts, 1784]
Mar. 29 By Cash pd. J. Speer on acct. of N. Tepler £1. 2. 9

Possibly a fee paid to a brother coming some distance to confer the degrees.

A list of these Members that mean to be Made Night Templers against
10 June 1789

Thos. Ranson

Chas. Edmondson

Robt. Jordan [signatures]
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The Rolls of the Grand Lodge of Ireland show that from the 2nd April,
1776, to 18th October, 1788, not a member was registered by 367: on the latter
date two members were registered, and on 18th November, 1788, a batch of
twenty-two: twenty-one of these appear in the Records as:—

A List of Registry dated 12 November 1788.

The Lodge had apparently ignored Grand Lodge for years, and the Warrant was
evidently in peril! Only a few entries in the records shed a fitful gleam of light
on this phase of the Lodge’s history: —

[1788 Jany. 20] Recd. from Archy Aiger on account

of Reviving the Warrant 1. 2. 9
Brother Darby for Ye Revivel of Ye Warnt. ye First & £ s d.
a Honest Brother this 5 Day of Feb. 1787 0. 1. 1

The Minutes of the Grand Lodge of Ireland, under date 17th April, 1788,
record : —

Read u Petn. of the Mr. & Ws. of No. 367 praying the Gd. Lodge to
receive three guineas in lieu of their Arrears—Ordered that the sd.
sum be recd. on Act. & that the rest be paid by Instalments.

In the Lodge's Cash Accounts for the same year, 1788, we find:—
May 26 To Expences the day we went to Lord Glerawley’s 0. 6. 1

Francis Charles (Annesley) 2nd Viscount Glerawley, who resided, when not in
Dublin, at Mountpanther, near Clough, Co. Down, about five or six miles from
Downpatrick, was Grand Master of Ireland in 1787 and 1788.

Altogether, one would wish that the worthy Secretaries during the period
had not been quite s¢ careful to observe the traditional Irish Masonic caution in
what they committed to writing. One would like to know more about the sudden
change in the manner of conferring the degrees, the new By-Laws, the tardy
recognition of their allegiance to Grand Lodge, and their interview with the
Grand Master.

From the scanty nature of the Records, it is perilous to theorise: but it
seems fairly evident that the years 1785-88 saw a reform in the Lodge’s way of
working, probably an effort to make it correspond with Metropolitan usage. Very
possibly this was due to the Grand Master himself: he had intimate connections
with Downpatrick, not only as a Territorial magnate on the Grand Jury, but he
had represented the Borough in the Irish House of Commons from 1761 till he
succeeded to the Viscounty in 1770. And Down was one of the only two ‘ pot
walloping ' ' boroughs in Ireland, so that to secure the support of the free and
independent electors bespeaks some degree of connection with the old city, in spite
of the high degree of skill attained by electioneering agents of those days!

One or two items of general- interest occur in this volume. In olden
times the Master of an Irish Lodge, to be properly clothed as the
representative of King Solomon, was mrrayed in a scarlet cloak, and a top hat;
some old Lodges still have their cloaks, and a few are carefully preserved as
relics, but most have gone the way of all things. In the year 1790, one Peter
Hodges, who was evidently a tailor, sought admission to 367, and in the account
of his fees we find: —

By Stuff for a Cloak £0.17. 0
In the accounts for the same year:—

Dec. 16 By Paid for Making the Cloak 3. 3

June 24 To Paid for Armon for the Cloak 1. 73

1 Prior to 1796, any male inhabitant who paid the taxes known as ‘‘ scot & lot '
and *‘ boiled a pot,” i.e.. had a cooking place of his own—hence ‘‘ potwalloper ’—was
entitled to vote at Parliamentary elections for the representation of the borough.
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This word ‘“ Armon " puzzled me for a long time, but I have come to the
conclusion that it was a gallant attempt on the part of the Secretary to spell
‘“ermine '’ as locally pronounced !

[1784] Oct. 26 to Glace for the Warrant 0. 10

This is a sidelight showing how Irish brethren of olden days regarded their
Charter: it was always framed, or kept in a case with a sliding lid, and displayed
in a conspicuous place while the Lodge was at labour. And, it may be added,
at a certain stage in the ceremonies, the phrase ‘' under the Warrant of his
Lodge," is to this day in 367 no mere figure of speech.

It is to be feared, whatever use was made of the Warrant in those days,
it. suffered in the process, for the ‘' Expence of Glazing the Warrant '’ recurred
with suspicious frequency !

[1784] Dec. 28 to mending the Drum 4. 6

One would infer that, on the public festival of the previous day, the Brother
entrusted with the care of ensuring the Brethren kept the right step had fulfilled
his duties with more vigour than discretion!

[1788?] Feby. 26 To Paid for Sarge for a pair Drawrs 0. 1. 10
Do. To Making Drawrs 0. 0.10

The custom of attiring the candidate in a suitable costume persisted in
many Irish country Lodges till about twenty or thirty years ago.

At some time the Secretary has noted down for future use a form of
Demit : —
To All Whome 1t may concern

?g We the Master & Wardens of Lodge No. 367 do certify that
(.?5 Br. is a regular registered Master Mason of Our Lodge &
% :':»—: during his stay with us behaved as an honest Br. Given under
& = our hands & Seal of Our Lodge this day 17
e = & in Masonry 57
S=-NIR A B M.
28 C D SW.
® g K F JW.
o< @ G.H.  Sectw.
< o
=

A slight variation from the form put forward in G.L. Report, 1775 (see
Lepper & Crosslé, p. 261).

Also a form of Summons:—

Lodge No. 367
You are hereby required personally to attend At Your Lodge
Room in Downpatrick on Tuesday the 28 Inst. at the hour of 7 O’Clock
in the Evening on business of Tmportance  herein fail Not.
Signed by order
John Nisbitt  Secry.

At times the Lodge rose to a printed form:—
[1788] May 15 To Paid for Printed Sumons 0. 3. 3

It is uncertain at what period the printing press was first set up in
Downpatrick. A writer in the local paper, the Down Recorder, during 1856,
giving his reminiscences of sixty to seventy years earlier, states that during
contested elections temporary presses were set up for the production of broad-
sheets and other electioneering literature: a couple of specimens relating to the
election of 1755 are in the British Museum.
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: VOLUME III.
This is similar in size to the preceding, but is ruled throughout with cash columns.

The first entry is dated 10th February, 1791.

Bro. John Nesbitt [Ent. 27 Jan. past 24 Feb. Raised 28 April 1783,
served as Master, 1788] was elected Secretary for the year 1791, and held
the office, combined with that of Treasurer, till his death in 1796. The Lodge
met in his premises from some time before St. John's Duay, 24th June, 1790, and
for some yecars after his death continued to do so, as we find references to meeting
“at the Widow Nesbit’s.’

The volume is numbered by folios, commencing on the back of the third
leaf, and running up to folio 108, after which are fifty-nine leaves un-numbered.
A blank page un-numbered occurs between fol. 51 (L.) and (R.), which probably
slipped in when the books were rebound in the year 1900. The following folios
are missing : —54-60, 71-74, 86.

No names are carried forward from Volume II. Folic I contains two entries,
where William O'Carrol and John Crolly each ‘‘ Declared off and got his Certificate
and paid all arrears.”” Folio 2 commences the record of members initiated in,
or joining the Lodge from March, 1791. Folio 10 contains the general Cash
Account for the Lodge for 1791.

The By-Laws commence on fol. 90 (R.):—

1791 March 15th.—

Names of the Committee of Lodge No. 367
Jas. Richardson C:M. | Jas. Murray
Chas. Edmondson I‘Jas‘ Cochran
Jas. Lennon '\V"‘. Smith
John Cumine )

And any five of the above to be a QUoruM.
. Presumably a Committee to revise the By-Laws, but possibly it may have been
the Standing Committee of the Lodge for that year, to which all minor Masonic
offences and disputes were referred for trial.

The By-Laws as amended follow the 1785 Code practically word for word,
with the following exceptions:—

Law 1. The deposit on proposal of a candidate 5/5: the full fee for
initiation being an additional £1. 2. 9.

This was enforced from the beginning, the first candidate being:—

1791 Wm. Porter reported by

July 4th Br. John Quail & forfited pd. £ 5 5
Augt. 1st To Entred & Passed pd. 15. 2
Sep. 5 To Raised pd. 7.7

Recd. in full J.N. 1. 8 2

Law 2. Fine for non-attendance 63d.
Law 3. As amended in 1785 Code.
Laws 4, 5, 6, 7. As in 1785.

Law 8. That Ivery new admitted Brother to pay the Sectry. One British
Shilling & Every Brother who shall Lodge » certificate One British
half crown of which the Sect™. is to receive one shilling of it & the
remainder to be deposited in the Box. N.B. The Secry. is to
purchase paper Ribbons & wex out of Sd. payments for Certificates.
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Law 9 [10 of 1785 Code] That the Tyler is to receive from Every New
admitted Brother 1°. 1. Every Night of Imergency & LEvery Munthly
Night from the Body at Large.

By-Law 11 of the old Code, laying down that the By-Laws were to be
read each monthly night, drops out.

Law 10. That all reports of what kind soever are first to be handed to
the Master in writing then to the Sectry. (if thought proper by the
Master) to be read & afterwards to the Committee if Necessary to be
Considered by them.

Law 11 is No. 9 of the old Code relating to brethren divulging the
proceedings of the Lodge.

Law 12. That while the Members Tile Indiscriminately the Money Subject
to the Tiler Shall gow to the publick Stock

A number of resolutions adopted at various dates subsequently:—
1792 Janry. 2. Resolved

That Every Absent Member on the Monthly Nights Appointed shall
forfeit the sum of 64d. Absent or Present for two Monthly nights
Successively. If absent three Months to pay the sum of 9. 45. For
6 Months Double the Sd Sum and for Every three Successive Months
the Sd. Sum of 9°. 449, for every said Successive three Months Absence.

This rule is a testimony to the strictness with which our old-time brethren regarded
their duty of attending Lodge. The fine for three months' absence, however,
seems unduly heavy, having regard to the value of money a hundred and forty
years ago. DMoreover, while all the sums are given in Irish currency (1/1
Irish=1/- British), 9/4% does not correspond with any even sum in British
currency. Still, there it is: the sum is repeated in the last line but one, without
any possibility of doubt:—

1795 DMay 4. Ressolved that Every Person who belongs to the Armey or
Sea shall be admitted on an Emergency. Provided he or the or any
of them are well recommended by a true Honest Brother

Morgan Scott Mast".
James Brett ' S.W.
John Nixon J.W.
Signed by order
John Nishitt  Sect'Y.

Signs of the times! Downpatrick had always been a military station, but trouble
was brewing in Ireland in those days. United Irishmen were flourishing: the
Orange Order was soon to be born, virtually in a sectarian riot in the neighbouring
county of Armagh. Government, nervous of the effect of the French Revolution,
was suppressing disaffection with a ruthless hand. and ere long the Insurrection of
98 was to burst out when both Down and Antrim men were found willing to
stake their all for their ideals of human freedom.

The entry is of somewhat more than passing interest. T have been unable
to trace the name of Bro. Morgan Scott., who was Surveyor of Excise for the
Strangford District from about 1788, as initiated in, or affiliated to 367, either in
the Lodge’s records, or Grand Lodge Rolls. Bro. John Nixon served as J.W. in
1794, and was elected S.W. 5th June, 1795. DBro. James Brett was initiated in
1788, and so far as the records show, did not hold office until 1796, when he was
elected Secretary. Bro. Scott, however, was evidently a brother of some repute,
as he presided, Tth April. 1794, over a Committee to try certain members indebted
to the Lodge, and signed their decision in a fine flowing hand.
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March the 4th 1799

Resolved that Every Town Member absent 30 Minutes after the time
appointed by the Master or his depety shull pay the sum of 3d.
Every Country Member absent 60 Minutes shall pay the Sum of 3d.

the Master absenting himself 30 shal pay the sum of [* 1%
uny of the Wardens absent 30 Minets shal pay the sum of 639.
all paying fines befor admitted in an open Lodge

The Members belonging to the Army Excepted.

M. Jno. McNeill
S. Warden John West
Junr. Hugh Woods
James Brett secretary.

The officers were those elected for the year.
1800 Febr. the 34.

Resolved by the Members of Lodge No. 367 That no Maison will get
lave to Visit here More than wanst in the Course of twelve Months
without Lodging his Certificate . . . and any Man maid a Maison
within twelve Miles of Downpatrick Shall pay the Sum of 8. 13%. for
Lodging his Certificate.

N.B. Brethren Belonging to the Army or Sea to be admitted on the
ould rule.

Archi. Eager Mr.

Thos. Ferguson S.W.

Patrick Cunningham J. W
James Brett Secretary.

This resolution reminds us of the time when refreshment was an essential part of
labour—to perpetrate an Irishism! So long as Lodges sat in taverns, as the only
premises where rooms suitable for meetings could be found, refreshment was a sore
temptation to the thirsty souls of those days. TFurthermore, quite a number of
members of 367 hailed from distances of over twelve miles, and travelling to Lodge
meetings meant for them walking over very indifferent roads. Thus a visitor
would be made welcome to the Lodge’s hospitality once, but at a subsequent visit
was expected to pay his share, and this law laid it down he was to become an
affiliated member. :

The increased fee for Masons made within twelve miles of Downpatrick
is rather interesting: is it the germ of the doctrine of Exclusive Jurisdiction of
private Lodges?

Thirty-nine candidates are recorded as having been admitted during the
period covered by this volume: in thirty cases the ceremonies were in two steps,
Entered and Passed at one meeting and Raised at another: in four cases the dates
are doubtful, but the indications are that the same thing took place. In two
cases the dates of proposal alone, and in the remaining three the dates of * Entered
and Passed '’ alone are given. In twenty-nine cases the date of ‘“ Report,”” 7.e.,
proposal, is also recorded.

The rule was evidently monthy intervals, e.g.:—

1794 Joseph Robinson
April 7 Reported
May 5 To Entred & Passed
June 2 To Raised

On 8th Awugust, 1786, it was

Agreed unanimously that the Nights of Meeting is to be upon the
First Monday of Every Month.

so that the dates in Bro. Robinson's case were evidently Stated Communications.
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The ceremonies could be performed at shorter intervals: John Ranaghan
was Reported 5th December 1796, Entered and Passed 7th December, and Raised
20th December: evidently he wanted to be a fully fledged brother before the

St. John's Day festival.

Rather more information as to candidates is noted in this volume: the

brethren did not hesitate to reject unworthy petitioners:—

1792 Charles McNail Reported.
Dec. 3 Refused for Want of Character.

All the same, an occasional black sheep crept in:—

1792 IHugh McAntosh
Dec. 3rd Entred & Passed Neither paid for admition
1793 1 nor got a certificate
Jany. 6th To Ruised ' nor Did he Deserve it.

John Nisbhitt Sect?.

Occasionally we find cundidates proposed by brethren of other l.odges:—

1798 Thomas Hunter Reported by
Oct". 1 Brother Pledge of Lodge No. 447
The same time pd. £0

Augt. the 5 John Smith of the

[1799] North Loland fencieables
Reported by Br. Magnus Vidder
of Lodge No. 401 on the Register

of Ireland pd. same time 0.

An effort was made to pay up all arrears of dues to Grand l.odge:—

1793 Jany. 6 By cash for Lodge dues to the Grand
Lodge by the ITands of Br. Holliday

March 9 Recd. by James Brett out of the Chest
1798 to defray the Lodge dues in Dublin
by order of the Wor'. Master
Jo". Robinson and Wardens

5. b
5. 5
19. 3

Present £7.
Witness present
Jas. Murray S.W.
Michael Woods J W,
Thos. Irven S.D.
Bro. Brett presumably discharged his duty without delay, for eight days later
we find:—
March 17 Grand Lodge dues 5.
1798 To one Heman Reason 0.
To getting the Naims of the ‘
Registered Members of Lodg ' 0.
No. 367 that was not paid

2. 11
3. 3
2. 8}
8. 103

£5. 2. 11 would be nine and a half years’ dues at 10/10 per annum. This would
carry us back to the latter half of 1788, when, as we saw in the previous volume,
the Lodge was coming to terms with Grand Lodge after ignoring it for twelve

years.
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In the next volume, we find, among debts carried forward from this one:—

1793 Samuel Halliday Recd. from the Lodge |
January to pay Grand Lodge dues he denics the | 3. 8. 3
the 23 Money and Never Paid the same ‘

Now this sum does not represent any multiple of 10/10—the annual dues—but
does represent the price of a new Warrant at the time. and there is therefore a
possibility that the Warrant was revived at this date.

As there is no hint of this in the records, and the sum paid by Bro. Brett
carries us back to 1788, it seems more likely that this is merely a coincidence and
that the Lodge was simply forwarding the largest round sum they could afford at
the time.

I have been unable to trace how the brethren dealt with Halliday, who.
was initiated in 1789, declared off 30th May, 1791, and was registered in Grand
Lodge 4th June following.

The ‘“ Heman Reason '~ was one of the many editions of Dermott’s work—
pirated or otherwise—which served Irish Lodges in default of an official publica-
tion of their own. Spratt’s ** New Book of Constitutions,”” published by order
of the Grand Lodge of Ireland in 1751 was never re-issued: and although
alterations and amendments were published in the Rules, Orders and Regulations.
of 1768, it was not until 1804 that the title A/vman Re:on was adopted by the
Grand Lodge of Ireland for the Constitutions published by Bro. Charles Downes.

The use of Dermott’s book, in the meantime, was natural enough, as it
was based on Spratt’s version.

March the 9th 1800.

Pd. the Grand Lodge 1. 10. 0
Pd. Backstanding Regestry
Money to the Grand 1. 7. 5
Although on 3rd December, 1795, Grand Lodge had

Ordered

That all lodges in this kingdom do register their members within three-
months after their being raised to the degree of a master masen, under-
the penalty of £1. 2. 9 eacl

all the names of the candidates made in 367 do not appear in Grand Lodge Rolls.
Bro. Corker, the D.G.S., was getting old, and past his work, and may have
omitted to register names sent up. Registration was fairly regular up till
October, 1792: one name appears in 1795, and in 1800, one on 26th February,
seventeen on 15th March, and two on 3rd April. This rather looks like another-
sudden realization of its duties to Grand Lodge on the part of 367.

The most striking innovation in Volume IIT. is the appearance of something:
approaching regular Minutes. On 5th May, 1794, Bro. James Brett ‘‘ lodged his.
Grand Certificates,”” and on 7th March. 1796, was unanimously appointed
Secretary, in the room of “‘ our late worthy Bro. John Nesbitt *': he took his new
duties seriously, and beginning with the date of his appointment we find the-
proceedings recorded somewhat as follows, at least onc page being kept for each.
meeting : —

7th March 1796.
Lodge 367 Met pursuant to order Worshipfull J. Robinson, Master
Members present
[Eleven names|
1796 April 4th.
Lodge Met in form worshipful Robinson in the Chare. Broather-
McKey Entred and pased
Visiting Broathers william hill of Lodge No. 222 [Dundalk 1763-1821]
Broather daly of Lodge No. 343 [ Everogues Bridge Crossgar 1761-1851T!

and on the opposite page the names of nineteen hrethren present.
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May 2d. 1796.
Lodge Opned in due forem worshipful Broather Robinson in the Chare
Brother Mckeay Raised to the Shublime degree of Master Mason
Brother Irwen Raised to the degree of Master Masone
[Names of twenty-three brethren present follow]

These Minutes continue throughout the period covered by this volume,
the only gap being between 4th June and 3rd September, 1798. This was the
period during which Down was under martial law, owing to the insurrection of
1798.

Almost the only hint of the disturbed state of the country contained in
the Lodge records is:—

1797 July 3d.
Lodge in form & assembled at 6 O'Clock Joseph Robinson Master.

Sitting Members
George Burnett
Mich'. Woods
Danl. Dorean
James Lennin
Arch®. Aiger
Jas. Richardson
Wm. Cardwell

Visiting Members
Pat Waltterson
John Becket
Peter Cunnigan

Sect™.

Lodge Closed at 10 O'Clock
Jas. Richardson

Resolved that an advertisement shall be prepuared expressive of our
strong attachment and invariable support of to the Constitution under
its Origional and uncontaminated principles. Our affection to his
Majesty and our dissaffection & unanimous Opposition to foreign
invasion

That the same shall be prepared by Jas. Richardson on or before the
6th Day of July Inst.

ROYAL ARCH AND KNIGHT TEMPLAR.

Thanks to Bro. Brett, we begin to get a little more information about these
«degrees.  His predecessors had evidently been scrupulous to refrain from
mentioning them. It is unlikely that separate books were kept to record matters
appertaining to these degrees: certainly none such have survived.

On fol. 101 (R.) we find the following:—

A Copy of A Royal Arch Super Excellant Mason

And the Light Shineth in Darkness & the Darkness Comprehended
it not.

We the High Priest &c. &c. &c. of the Royal Arch Super
Excellan Masons & Also Knights of Our Roy Encampm®. of Knights
held under the Sanction of the Grand Lodge Dublin in Ireland do
here by Attest & Declare that the Bearer hereof Brother
was by us Raised to that Sublime degree of Royal Arch Super excellant
& Knight Templar he having with Due Honour Skill & fortitude
pussed the Holy Arch & Arived at the Sublime of A Knight Templar
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& as Such we Recommend him to All Worthy Brothers Royal Arch
Super Excellan & Knight Templars Masons Round the Globe

H.P.

R.A.C.

1**. G.M.

2 G.M.

3 G.M.
Given under our Hands & Seal of our Lodge & Royal Encampm®. at
Downpatrick this Day of 179—

This form of demit is remarkable for the expression ‘* held under the sanction of
the Grand Lodge.”” A few demits of much lauter date have come down to us,
where the more usual form held under sanction of Lodge No. 367 on

the roll of the Grand Lodge . . . is used.
[1799] January the 20 Lodge opned in Due form Br. John McNail in the
Chare
Lodge Closed in due form all parted in good harmony half past seven
O'Clock.

Br. James Mecllroy Raised to the degree of Royal-arch super Excelent
and knight templer By Brother hodges of lisburn he lectured on the
foundation of Maisonry

Brothers knight templers present

[Twelve members and two visitors]

This was an emergency meeting: Bro. Hodges also visited the Lodge at the
following monthly night, 4th February, and on 26th April we find:—

Brother hodges Lectureing on the first second and Third degree of
Maisonry
also on the Degree of Royal arch Meson Super Excelent.

Nineteen members of the Lodge were present, and seven visitors, including ‘‘ Br.
Saires of Lodge No. 13 on the Regester of Scotland."

Were it not for the two entries relating to Knights Templar in Volume II.,
and the fact that so many members had already received the degrees, it would
almost appear that the introduction of the R.A. and K.T. to 367 was due to Bro.
Hodges, who was evidently a ritualist of some repute. Lisburn is distant some
twenty-one miles from Downpatrick, and unless he had business in the county
town at the time, it was a longish journey in those days. It is also worth
remarking that the mention of the Templar degree is at n considerably earlier
date than that of the Royal Arch.

There is no indication of the Royal Arch legend in vogue: such demits as
the writer has seen indicate the year A.L. 2600 [B.C. 1400] as the Annus
Ordinis—but our old-time brethren’s ideas of chronology were often vague in the
extreme.

During this period a considerable number of brethren affiliated for longer
or shorter periods, e.g.:—

1794 June 2nd. John Johnston of Lodge 134 [Lurgan, 1743 to date]
Lodged his Certificate in Our Box & did not pay his half Crown.

1791 Dec”. 5. Daniel Merron of Lodge 485 [Portglenone 1770-1789]
Lodged his certifiecnte Black & Red & I.ives in Portiferry.

Portaferry is situate near the southern extremity of the Ards peninsula, and in
order to attend 367 Bro. Merron would have to cover the mile-wide strait at the
mouth of Strangford Lough. where the current runs up to five knots at certain
states of the tide, and face a journey of seven miles by road. so one wonders
what brought him to 367.
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Five brethren lodged certificates in November and December, 1798: as one
is described as Sergeant, they were presumably soldiers quartered in Downpatrick
after the ‘ troubles.’

VOLUME 1V.
9 March 1800 by Cash for Lodge Book Bought same time f' 0. 8 4

A folio volume, ruled cash columns: the pages were evidently first numbered
by folios: and by a later hand by pages up to 153: remainder left with original
numbering.

The following pages are missing:—11, 12, 27-32, 41, 42, 47-50, 53, 54,
57-60, 63, 64, 79-86, 91-96, 126, 127, 144, 145; 109 appears twice.  After
page 153, folio 78 (R.) follows immediately: and the following are missing:—
79 (R.)-84 (L.), 89 (R.)-91 (L.), 92 (R.)-99 (L..); 99 (R.) is numbered on reverse
side 101 : 105 followed by 110, 127 by 136, 138 by 140; 142 to end—eight leaves—
un-numbered.

In this volume, the records are kept on a different plan: the Index facing
page 1 reads:—

Page
Outstanding Debts 9
Brothers Reported 14 page 25
Committees 33
Brothers admitted 43
Charities 51
Certificates Lodged 55
Certificates Drawn 61
Cash Acct. 66-74, 101, 141
Officers 87-89
Bye Laws 97
Tylers Acct. 103
Members Attendance 107-102
Visiting Members 120
Opening of the Lodge 130
Different hands have added subsequently:—
Acct. of Cash in the Chest 137
Entry of Bro. Names for Colours to the Lodge 140
Quartly Nights 152
Nights of Immergencty Meeting 146
The meeting of St. John's Day 118-87
Members in Due Time No. 91
Report against Taylor By Br. Carroll 99
an acc'. of the Paul money 142

Knights Templars page 152 to 153

On the opposite page is an index in the handwriting of Bro. Brett, referring to
the earlier (folio) pagination.

Though we find an entry in the previous volume:—
James Brett Resines as heing Secretary September the 2d (1799)

he evidently continued to discharge the duties for some months longer: but was
succeeded by Bro. Peter Daly, who, with two others, ‘‘lodged his certificate '’
from No. 343 on 3rd February, 1800. This Lodge, though described in Grand
Lodge Rolls as Downpatrick, sat at Everogues Bridge, the local name for the
village of Crossgar. about five miles away.
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Poor Bro. Brett was evidently in failing health, for dated 7th January,
1805, we find:—

the Members Names that Subscribe towards the Benefit of Br. Jas.
Brett Whd has been Lying on his Bed these three years.

Twenty-seven members subscribed 63d. or 1/1 each: 2/8} was added from the
Lodge funds: a total of £1. 0. 7.

Bro. John Olphert (initiated in 1801) was elected Secretary for 1806, and
though several entries in the present volume are by his hand, he evidently
inaugurated his vear of office by commencing a new volume. He wrote a most
beautiful hand, free from the flourishes beloved of old-time penmen, a sheer
pleasure to read: would that all old-time Sccretaries had been as skilful with the
quill!

The ‘“ Bye Laws To be Obsearved by the Members belonging to No. 367 ’
commence on page 97, and except for slight variations in spelling, follow the
1785 Code closely:—

1. Admission fee 5/5 for Report, and £1. 2. 9—£1. 8. 2 in all.

2. Members in arrear of fines for absence over three months to be
reported to the Committee.

3-12 as in previous Volume III.

The Resolutions of 2nd January, 1792, imposing a fine of 9/44 for three months’
absence, of 4th May, 1795, permitting military or seafaring candidates to be
admitted on an Emergency, and of 4th March, 1799, imposing fines for late
attendance, are repeated, and the original dates of their adoption given.

The Resolution of 3rd February, 1800, laying down that after one visit
a Brother was expected to affiliate, follows, but has been struck out.

Tucked in at the foot of the page we find: —

June 3 1811
Resolved by the Members of this Lodge No. 367 that No Br. Can
Report a man Knowing Him to be Concerned in any other Society.

This was aimed at societies of a political nature: Ribbonmen in particular were
anathema to good Ulster Masons!

On the following page:—

Resolved that after the 4th of April 1803 every Person proposed as a
Candidate for admittance are to pay the Sum of Two Guineas exclusive
of the Crown which is to be deposited when proposed as a Candidate
for admission
1804 Feby. 5th. The Above Rule is hereby Annulled by the Cousent of the
following Members Viz.
1. Worshipful Archd. Aiger 5.
2. Br. Lawless Sr. Warden 5.
Br. Ferguson Jun. Warden 5
Br. Barry Sen. Deacon
Br. Pat., Burns Junr. Deacon
Br. Richardson Sect?.
Br. Robinson
Br. Jas. Burns D.Master

&
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Eight other brethren declared for £1. 2. 9, and No. 16, a true Irishman:—
Br. John West Refuses & says that he considers £1. 14. 1} a regular
Charge ’

and in conclusion:—

It appears from the above statement that the Sum of £1. 2. 9 is the
legal and appointed  Charge with 5. 5 deposit.
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Note also that the name of a Deputy Master, Bro. James Byrne, appears
immediately after Bro. Robinson, who was certainly Treasurer the previous year.
Bro. Byrne was Master of the Lodge the following year, 1805.

From the manner in which the Reports and Admissions of Candidates are
entered separately, it is not always easy to trace each brother’s career: but the
rule is clearly as before. Report, Entered and Passed, and Raised, at separate
monthly meetings: sometimes, however, it would appear that the ‘ Report ~ and
‘ Entering and passing ' were on the same night:—

1799
September  George Stafford Reported '
2 ~ 1. 8. 2
October To Entred and Puassed J : )
7th To Reased
1800
febre™. 3d. Peter Murrey Reported ( 0. 5. &
March 3d. To Entred and Passed 2

| 1. 8.
April 7th  To Raised 4

Under the heading ‘‘ Opening of the Lodge '’ appears page after page of
entries such as:—

April the 7th  (1800) |
The Lodg Opned in due form half past six Worshipful Br. Eager in
the Chare
Lodge Cloased in due form all parted in Good harmony.

Amid a host of such, an occasional one is worth more than passing notice : —

November 3d. 1800.
Lodge opened at a quarter past seven in Due form Br. Thos. Farguson
in the Chair
Lodge Closed in form at Nine o’Clock all Parted in good harmony.

The Master for 1800 was Archibald Eager, and Thomas Ferguson
was Senior Warden. Previous to 1800, Ferguson (who was reported in
367, 2nd May, Entered and passed 6th June. Raised 4th July, 1796) had
not served as Master of the Lodge. Nevertheless, having been installed in the
Senior Warden's chair as such, pursuant to an old Masonic law (Bk. of Constitu-
tions, 1751. Rule II., New Regulations), he, in the absence of the Master, had
the right to preside over the Lodge.

This at once raises the question, what were the functions of the Deputy
Master, whom we have seen occasionally elected with the other officers, and
present in the Lodge at the same time as the Master?

At times, harmony did not prevail, and however painful the cause, one
regrets the Secretary did not give a little more information than:—

August 2d. [1802] Lodge opened in Due form at half past Eight o’Clock

the W.Br. Jas. Waddell in the Chair
Lodge Closed in Due form. Discontent.

Beginning with 7th December, 1804, the Secretary becomes more explicit: —

received
Br. John Murphy Entered Apprentice & past 1. 2. 9
Br. Patrick Henry Entered & past paid 1. 2. 9

Lodge Opened at seven. Closed at Nine O’Clock All in Harmony
Members Present
[ Worshipful Bro. Eager, and twelve others, including Bro. McDonough
No. 775]
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Emergency meetings are sometimes given in fuller detail, and kept
separately : —

November 4th 1802.

Br. Worshipful Jas. Waddell in the Br. Henery 510
Chair Br. Headon 212
Br. Senior Warden John West Br. Gahan 501
Br. Junior Do. Pat. Lawless Br. Richey 501
Br. Nicholas Welsh Br. Jas. Ryan Headon Intered
Br. Pak. Cunningham and past a fellow Craft
Br. Jas. Murray pd. 11. 4}
Br. Peter Daly Br. Wm Pa¥. Smyth Intered
' and past a fellow Craft
pad. 11. 43

Degrees other than those of the Craft, are now worked on ‘‘ Quarterly Nights,”
and a separate record kept:—

1802 Feby. 18th Quarterly Meeting in due form

Brother Jno. Olphert Dubbed a Knight 7. 7 pd.

Br. Andw. Williamson Same 7.7

Br. Jas. Burns Same pd. 6% 6% 7. 7 pd.

Br. Patt. Sloan Same 7. 7 pd.
Pd. Br. Gageghan £:11: 4%

A fee was occasionally paid the brother who conferred the degrees, and as Br.
*“ Gageghan ’’ is elsewhere described as a visitor it is probable the brethren had
enlisted the aid of a skilled ritualist from some other Lodge: in this case, probably
the ‘“ Michl. Gahagan’’ registered by 343 in G.L., 1st October, 1799, and who
subsequently afliliated to 367.

1804 Mar. 5th
Resolved that a Quarterly meeting of the Sir Night Templars are to
be held at this Lodge Room on the 15th Inst. for the purpose of
regulating such matters relative to them as are unadjusted & for the
further purpose of Admitting Such Brothers as choose to be further
initiated in Masonry  Houre of Meeting 12 O’'Clock Noon.
Signed by Order

Jas. Richardsson Sect'.
Eight names for admission follow, and the ‘' Costs of the Night’’ are given as:—

1 Quart of Whiskey 2. 8
3 Gallon Beer 6

Labour was not necessarily confined to the ' Higher ' degrees on these occasions
for we find a list of members present 16th May, 1804, at an ‘‘ Incampment Held
in due form,”’ where the second name, Bro. Toner, is struck out, with the note
““ Not a Templar, but in Master Masons’ Lodge.”’

The only surviving reference to the Royal Arch is:—

18024 May 16 Br. Robert McComb Raised Royal Arch & Knight Templar
By Cash recd, from him A Note offered but not recd.

1)
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VOLUME V.

A folio volume: pages 53, 54, 57, 58, 65, 66, missing: after page 73
follow seven un-numbered, followed by 81, eight uln-numbered followed by 96
and 97: then seventeen un-numbered to the end of the book.

The volume was commenced by Br. John Olphert, who was elected Secretary
for the year 1806, and who arranged his records under the following headings:—

Brethren, Alphabetical List & Certificates,
Admission date of to whom & when granted
Entering et cetera of New by whom & when lodged
Expelled by whom & when withdrawn
Extra Contributions of Charity Accounts
Monthly ditto of Complaints, Decisions on
Suspended Fines Accounts
Visiting Lodge, Monthly & TEmergent
Bye Laws Opening of the
Candidates Report of Officers Annual

Cash Account

Another hand huas added : —

Money Putt in the Chest Quarterly Nights
Master and officers for the Insueing Pall, Accounting for it
six months FFor Monthly dues

Members Names for Dining

The Alphabetical List of Members shows a roll of eighty-six, and the
Monthly Dues account an average attendance of between twenty and thirty.
There was a serious falling off in the years 1808 and 1809, the attendance, at
times, falling as low as four or five.

This was the era of the Seton trouble: in the Cash-Accounts for 1806 we
find: —

April T Expenses by W.p.ful Br. Carlton at Dromore )

Meeting on Summons | . 2.9

This doubtless was the meeting of the previous 18th February, when thirty Lodges
from County Down met to protest against the proposed control by Grand Lodge
over the Royal Arch and Templar degrees, to object to the appointment of a
D.G. Treasurer, and to insist upon the restoration of Bro. G. D. Irvine to the
office of Grand Secretary.

It is perhaps worthy of note that the Master for 1806 had affiliated to
the Lodge in 1804, and the Wardens in 1804 and 1805: ‘the two Deacons were
admitted in 1804 and 1805: so let us hope thut the good brethren were led
astray by this new blood. Unfortunately, it is not recorded from what Lodges
these three brethren affiliated.

On 6th July, 1807, £1. 1. 8 was paid for Grand Lodge Dues to December,
1805 (two years at 10/10). The official G.L. Circulars show that on 25th May.
1804, the Lodge had paid up dues to December. 1803.

Seton had been removed from office in 1806, but refused to hand over the
records, etc., of Grand Lodge, and, in fact, till 1808 remained in Dublin acting
as Deputy Grand Secretary in opposition to the legitimate Grand Lodge. In the
Seton Circular, December 1806—December 1807, payment of two years dues by
367 to December, 1805, is recorded.

The Lodge records show the payment, on 16th February, 1810, of £2. 3. 4,
four years dues to December, 1809, so that by the latter date, at all events, 367
had returned to its lawful allegiance.

On page 7 the Secretary had begun to set out a revised Code of By-Laws,
but only completed that page, the six following being left blank. The Laws
are:—
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I**. Each Candidate proposing for Admission shall Deposit the Sum
of five shillings British. If the Candidate or Candidates be duly
found Accepted by this Lodge the Admission to be on the Monthly
Night next following Or if the Candidate or Candidates require an
Intermediate Lodge of Emergency the same to be at Candidates Cost
and each Candidate on Admission to pay to this Lodge the further
Sum of One Guinea.
2", The Members of this Lodge to Attend Monthly in their Lodge
Room at the Time appointed by the Worshipful Master in Decent
Apparel and duly Sober. A Town Member absent Minutes after
the time appointed by the Worshipful or his Deputy shall be fined the
Sum of threepénce, allowance of time to a Country or Distant Member
half an hour extra. The Worshipful or Deputy’s fine a British
sixpence. Each Member to be further fined in proportion for further
time Absent. ‘A Member so fined to pay before admited to Open
Lodge.
3. A Masonic Deportment shall be preserved by the Members in
our Lodge Room after Closing Lodge of which the Chairman is to
take the Charge and Report infringement persisted in to the Committee
at next Meeting.
4" Kach Member to pay the Sum of Six pence British for each
Monthly Night. absence three Monthly Nights successively subjects a
Member to Decision of Conimittee.
Candidates throughout (1806-1815) all received the degrees in two stages: the
pages allotted for such entries are provided with two columns, headed respectively
F.C. and M.M.
There are only three entries relating to the ‘higher' degrees: two in
1809, and one in 1811: the earliest is:—

Cannadates for the Sublime Orders in Masonry

'Feby. 20th Br. Saml. Dixson paid 7.7
1809 Br. Ed*. Reily paid 7.7
Br. Robt. Eager do. 7.7

Br. Bern. Smyth paid £0. 7.7

£1.10. 4

Pass Master Excellent super Excellent Royal Arch Mason & Sir
Knight Tempellars.
This Encampment Closed half past Ten O'Clock, all in good Harmoney
and to a great satisfactision to the Brothers Present.
This is the first reference to a degree of Past Master, and the series is the usual
one, culminating in the Knight Templar.

From the scanty records it would almost seem that the Royal Arch and
Templar degrees were wrought in a very half-hearted fashion in 367, except that
where the names of the brethren present are recorded, there are usually about
twenty members of the Lodge. Tt is possible, of course, that the degrees were
only worked when a competent ritnalist was available, but it seems more probable
that a full record has not come down to us. Compared with the records of other
eighteenth century Lodges, even in country districts. those under review are
scanty in the extreme: in fact, they present quite as many probems as they
elucidate.

No reference occurs to the degree of Knight of Malta, nor to the Red
Cross: but in the list of members with which this volume opens, somebody has
jotted down:—

Bernard McCulham High Order
which may mean anything!
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EQUIPMENT. T

Of all the equipment acquired from time to ‘time not a vestige remains,
except three smoke seals, Craft, Arch, and Templar, which were certainly in use
in 1813, as appears by extant demits. The ten ‘years' cessation of working will
perhaps account for much, but, bearing in mind that the Master for 1844, the
year the Warrant was withdrawn, was also Master in 1855, when the Lodge was
revived, one cannot but regret that he was not more careful of the relics of the
old body.

By skimming through the Cash Accounts, it is possible to ascertain pretty
well what apparatus was used by our old-time brethren: some items have already
been noticed in the preceding pages.

The Chest was indispensable: serving, one imagines, in many roles, strong-
box and store when labour was over, altar when the Lodge was open. The Lodge
still possesses an old one with three locks.

April 3d. 1809 Lodge opened in due form at Nine o'Clock on account of
the Senior Warden being late and the Members wanting the Key of
the Chest.

Evidently, the S.W. was then responsible for the chest, or more likely, as was
the case in many other Lodges, one key was retained by each of the three principal
officers.

What the original Chair was like, we know not, but in July, 1795, Bro.
George Pettit worked out his admission fees by

Painting for the Chair and floor Cloth.

Again, one would like very much to see this old floor cloth: perchance light
would be thrown on the esoteric working of those days. Lectures are referred to
occasionally, in which doubtless the floor cloth was made use of.

March 2nd 1807. Lodge opened in due form at 9 O’Clock the Worshipfull
Master Br. Jos. Robinson in the Chair.
The Studdy of this Night was lecturing from an Enter Aprintice to a
fellow Craft from that to the Master Mason.
Lodge Closed at 12 O’Clock all in good Harmony.

Thus the names of the three degrees were retained, although at this period they
were conferred in two ceremonies only.

A Flag was acquired in 1800, for which a total sum of £5. 4. 6} was paid:
a number of brethren, whose names are noted separately, subscribed 1/1 each
towards the cost. After this date, a ** Warrant Bearer ’' and a < Colour Bearer '’
were annually elected with the other officers.

The cost of the Jewels does not appear, but:—

1785 Dec. 27 By Cash pd. Mrs. Sharman for Mounting Jewels 12. 7
By do. for Breast Ribbon 9
1799 Paid for a Maddel for the secrtory 0. 4. 10}

Whether this last was a jewel is hard to say, for in 1785 there is an entry:—
June 25 To paid John Williamson for Cross Pens 2. 2
It was possibly a medal of the engraved type, bearing emblems of various degrees,

and bestowed in recognition of the onerous duties of the office, as such entries
occur fairly frequently.
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Clothing was also purchased by the Lodge, but as the entries are only for
one or two articles, it was probably provided for ceremonial purposes alone.

1784 Dec. By Cash Hana Saul for Sash 4. 8
1791 Nov. 7 By Cash paid Mrs. Massey for

2 Aprons & One sash 2. 8%
1768 Dec. 27 By Cash paid for Gloves for John Quail 1.1

This is the only mention of gloves. and is not clear: Bro. John Quail was
‘ Entred * 24th February, 1766.

THE PALL.

This was purchased by the Lodge before 1781 :—

Sept". 24 1781
it is agreed by the Members of this Lodge No. 367 that the Pall
Purchased by sd. Lodge is to be Let out to all People at 2°. 8}
Except a Member of the Lodge his father & Mother wife and children
is to have it Gratis.

and if it should Please god to call any two of them at one time
they that apply first is to have it, and the other is to have a Pall hired
& Paid out of the fund belonging to this Lodge that is to say, if he
is a Member of this Lodge.

The Vestry of the Parish of Down had two palls, one of velvet and one of cloth:
in June, 1723, the Vestry fixed the rates of hire as follows:—

for ye velvet pall in ye Town of Down 16. 3
for ye same in ye country 18. 6
for ye cloath pall in Town 2. 8%
in ye country 3. 6

There is no record of what the Lodge paid for their pall, but in 1796 a new one
was purchased by the Vestry for the sum of £6. 9. 73.
Some time in the year 1781 the following payments were made:—
By cash Given to John Dougherty for 2 Bazel skins 4. 10}
to Gilbert Brew for making a bag 0. 6%

and : —
30 Oct. 1790 Paid to gilbert Brew for making the Pall Bag 0. 6%
To Paid John Quail for two Basel Skins for the Pall 4. 4
A basil skin is a sheepskin tanned with bark: and the bag was to protect the
pall when not in use.

In January, 1790, it was agreed by the Lodge:—

That every person who calls for the Pall except a brother, shall apply
to the Secretary, and ye Secretary is to send a note to whom soever
keeps ye Pall and receive 2°. 849, and whoever keeps it is to fetch there
notes on every Monthly night and Settle with the Members of 367.

At a subsequent meeting it was resolved that
Brothers Olphert, Ellis and Reilly is appointed to take care of the
Pall for the ensuing year, and to make a monthly return.

Separate accounts were kept of money received for the hire of the Pall, and
we find it hired, amongst others, by Rev. Wm. Nevin, Presbyterian minister, and
¢ Priest McCartan ''—probably Rev. Patrick McCartan, Roman Catholic parish
priest of Loughinisland, about seven miles from Down.

The Pall at one time was evidently impounded for some reason or

another: —

1786 Augt. 1 By Cash pd. Wat Hodgess by Geo. Sharrock for 5 5
Releasing the Pall [
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OFFICERS.

Throughout, the rule appears to have been to elect the officers on or about
St. John’s Day in Winter, and for the succeeding twelve months: there are,
however, exceptions:—

1795 June lIst. Joseph Robinson Master
John Nixson S.W.
James Lennin J.W.
William Miller D.Master
John Nisbitt Sect™.

Yet earlier in the year we find Morgan Scott presiding as Master: it almost looks
as if an attempt was made to introduce the common Irish practice of electing
officers half-yearly, to be installed on each of the St. John's Days.

The usual officers elected were Master, Wardens, Deacons and Secretary.
A Treasurer was elected for 1802, but at other times the duties were undertaken
by the Secretary, or by the Master, or sometimes by both, leading to endless
confusion in the accounts.

We have one instance of the Master and Senior Warden each choosing a
Deacon: —

December the first 1800
Joseph Robinson Chosen by Consent of the Body at Large
Master of Lodge No. 367 for the year of our lord 1801
James Waddle Chosen Senior Warden by Consent of the Body at Large
Hamilton Waddle Junior Warden by the Consent of the Body at Large
James Lemon Senior Deacon, Chosen by the Worshipful Master
Own Kelly Junior Deicon Chosen by the Senior Warden
John West Wurrent Bearer
Patrick Cunnihan Colour Bearer.

In 1807, a novel method of choosing officers is recorded:—

By the following Committee for the Choosing a W:p:ful Master &
Officers for Lodge No. 367 for the year 1807—this 5th January 1807—

Committee

Brs.  Arch? Aiger President
John West,
Peter Daly
Arthur Lundy
John Miller

Br. Joseph Robinson to be W:p:ful Master

Br. Robt. McComb Senior |

Br. James Ellis Junior Wardens
Br. Michl. Smyth Colour Bearer

Br. James Waddell Warrant Bearer.

Wowhere 1s the office of Inner Guard mentioned.

THE TYLER.

This personage, though not an officer in Ireland, is none the less
-ndispensable. He is first mentioned in the 1785 Code of By-Laws: Rule 10
providing for a payment of . 1/1 each Monthly night and 1/1 from Every New
admitted Brother Every Night of Emergency.”” The wording is somewhat
ambiguous, but I think it means that if a brother were in a hurry to receive a
degree, and an emergency was held for the purpose, the candidate was to defray
the Tyler’s fee.
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He was provided with a proper implement of office:
1792 June 26 By Cash Gave Jas. Richardson for Sword £2. 5. 6

1793 Jan. 6 By Cash pd. for a Sword to the Chist 2. 6
1793 Nov. 4 To Cash for Sword, I’. McCowen 2. . 6

1 confess I am unable to explain these three entries: why the Lodge should
require three swords within eighteen months, each at the very considerable sum—
for those days—of two guineas.

Ot Ot

Entries of payments to the Tyler occur regularly : —

1784 Dec. By Cash paid D. Martin for Tile 4. 4
1785 May By Cash for Serving Sums. 1. 73
Augt. 30 By Do. to Sharman Tyler 1. 1

On 4th April, 1791, a committee sat to ‘* Determine whether John Crolly
is a proper person to Act as Tiler to No. 367," and gave it as their opinion that
he was not: nevertheless, we find him acting later in the same year:—

1 Nov. Paid John Croly for Tyling 1. 1
1 Nov. By Paid to John Crolly for Serving
Summonses for Dec. 1790 3. 9%

[e was presumably a scion of the Anglo Norman family of Swords, descended
from one of de Courci’s barons, who adopted the name Crolly.

1t was part of the Tyler's duty to summon the members: and if he had to
call upon them all personally, he was not underpaid, for 367 not infrequently
was over fifty strong, and those scattered over a radius of ten or twelve miles from
Down !

Indeed, in 1803 the Lodge bought Bro. Carrol, their Tyler, a pair of shoes,
price 7/10—and stopped his monthly payment till they were paid for!

Another who ministered to the well-being of the Lodge was never
forgotten : —

[1799] Nov. 11. To the Gerrel for Cleaning the Room 1. 1

THE COMMITTEE.

Nothing is more remarkable than the strict manner in which old Irish
Lodges, remote from any governing body—Dublin was three days’ journey from
Downpatrick—enforced discipline upon their members. All defaulters were tried
by a Committee of the Lodge, either appointed for the purpose, or, as it would
seem at times, a Standing Committee elected annually.

Provision is made for referring disputes to a Committee in Law 6 of the
1785 Code, and in an entry dated 6th December, 1790, referring to the election

of officers for the ensuing year, following the names of the officers elected, we
find : —

the Comity Apointed by the Masters

1 James Richardson Chairman

2 Br. Edmondson It is herchy agreed that
3 James Lennen ] the annex? names for Sd.
4 John Cumin > Committee & their Respective
5 James Muray ‘ persons  shall  appear &
6 James Cochrane bepresent on Kach Succeeding
7 W=, Smith

Monthly Night the neglect of the sd Compliance

by any Individual shall be Subject to the

payment of the Sum of 63?. & that any three
of the Above Shall
be a Quorum.
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The seventh name, Wm. Smith, has evidently been squeezed in as an after-
thought: an odd number of members on the Committee was the rule, presumably
in order that a majority vote could always be had, without the necessity of the
Chairman giving a casting vote.

One of the commonest ‘ crimes’ was failure to attend when summoned:—

John Linten

Summoned to attend on Monday the 2¢. of Octr.
Refused Summons & of Consequence off
3 Dec. 1788

Was Summoned & did not attend
for which he is Expeld w". Every
Mark of Disgrace
for one hundred years

Thomas Ransom Sect™.
by Order of The Body.

David Martin

Dec. 3 Expelled for Ever for not attending
1787 his Summons.
June 17 A list of the Committee on David Martin’s
1790 trial, an imergency called by himself.

1 Jas. Richardson

2 Wm, Carrol

3 Dunkin Levingston

4 Jas. Smith

5 Geo. Robinson

6 Jas. Cochran

7 Danl. Watterson

We the Above members Appointed for the investigation of the Cause
above ment!. Do give it as our unbiased oppinion That the Said
David Martin on a Strict Examination and an unequivocal engagement
on his part for the rectitude of his Conduct to this antient and
Respectable Body And his also agreeing to pay whatever charge the
Secretary of Sd. Body may legally bring against him for his dues to
the same providing nevertheless and always reserving a full power to
discard and expell the sd. David Martin if not strictly adhering to the
engagements he this night entered into & he is hereby admitted into
the full power benefits & Enjoyments of the privileges of said Body
By Begging their pardons and the other necessary Concessions.

Signed by order
Jas. Richardson.

The following case sheds some light on the rather peculiar expression '‘ proper’’
or “lawful certificate "’ which occurs in a number of the early Bye-Laws:—

Oct. 4 1785 At a Meeting of No. 367 Convened by summons
particularly to try whether John Magee's certificate was Regularly or
warrantably Granted or not
the Question Put
Archd. Eager Examined Against the Certificate Not obtd. by Consent
. of the Body: that sd. Magee Attemptd. to Defraud Examt: that sd.
Magee Attempted to take away said Examt’s may pole by the Assistanst
of others and endeavoured to seduce them to it.
Mr. May.
K. Newe sd. Magee Expelled & never knew him admitted
For the Certificate
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Mr. Blare Examined
Says that he as one of the persons concerned in Granting the Certifict.
knew nothing of these allegations before the Certificite was granted &
that it had formerly been allowed that the Master & Wardens was
possessed with full power and Authority to Grant Certificates providing
they knew Nothing whereby he or any other Might be Refused.

that sd Magee wuas never regularly Expelled but that there was an
allegation brought agt. sd Magee that there had been a triall between
sd Magee & one McMullan whereon sd McMullan was Expelled for a
Certain time.

the Circumstances were that
one Matt Flinn appeared agt. sd. Magee & sd. Magee chacked ! sd
Flinn for gowring ? agt. him before sd Flinn’'s wife.

Fredk. Hodges Exam?.

saith that he knew sd Muagee Expelled but Not By the Consent of the
Body

& that he saw sd. Magee reinstated by the consent of the Body.

it is the opinion of the Present Committee

Viz. George Sharrock appointed for deciding the
John Eager present Dispute that the
Stepen Reilly Certificate obtained by John
John Nesbit Magee from the Master &
Jas. Richardson Wardens of No. 367 is Legal

& Justly obtained & that the sd. Master & Wardens is not Lyable to
Censure on sd. Acct.
But that sd Magee from Just appearances to them, seems to be a
troublesome Member, and would not wish for the future to be troubled
with his Company as this has not been the first of his Disturbance and
hopes for the future that he will absent himself from sd. Body.

[The signatures of the Committee follow |
Another turbulent customer was arraigned as follows:—

Jno. Nixson Sd. that he Did not Care if he had his Money the Masons
were all in hell & that the are all a set of Roges

Jas. Richardson

Michl. Fleming

Jas. Coughern [Cochrane]
Jas. McFadden

W™, Nighitt

Jas. Lennon

Fredk. Hodgess.

The above is the Persons appointed to sit as a Comittee on B. Nickson
for his saying that he detested Masonry & also in some measure
Divulged Secrets of the Body which he ought not to have done held in
James Quails on Wedensday the 14th Inst. 1788 June.

We the above do give it as our opinion that from Nickson’s own
confession he spake disrespectfully of the Institution and having also
recd. the Strongest proofs of his having recd. a Secret from Brothers
and that Secret on his obligation he who violated his Obligation.

And it also appears that the troubles that have Lately arrisen have in
general proceeded from the Violation of his Obligation (Viz. that he
was the Very person who informed Mawhir that Br. Flemming was his

1 Anglice reproved. ) , ) o
2 The word in oviginal is hard to make out, but “ gowring.” or * gowling.”
means violent vituperation.
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accuser). From the above Facts and in order to preserve that purity
and Brotherly affection that should at all times subsist between us and
deter others from being Guilty of the Like Errors We do adjudge from
Br. Nickson’s apparent Contrition und Sorrow for the Same that
Twelve Months dismission from this date is a sufficient Caution and
we Sincerely hope that it may be a warning to him for the future &
that admission Shall be from his Conduct from this untill that period
(that is the expiration of Said 12 Months).

William Smith Junr. W.
John Nishitt Master

At times the Committee deliberated on the suitability of candidates:—

[4th April, 1791] The sd. Committee also determine that no man
that is not uniformly well behaved Cannot be admitted as a Member
of this Lodge.

That it has appeared to us that James Laverty purposed by Br.
Starckey on this night is not uniformly well behaved & that we cannot
receive him as a Member.

That the above be entered in the Books of this Lodge by the Sectry.

Laverty was not to be rebuffed, however, and addressed the following eloquent
appeal to the Lodge:—

A Copy of a Petition Sent to us by James Laverty the the 2d. day of
May 1791

Gentlemen,

Having long Sincerely wished to become a Member of Your Ancient
& [onourable Society, & Haveing once before been rejected I trust a
Second Application may not be Constered into impertinence—no—be
well-Assured no sircumstance in life would give me greater pleasure
than being one of You—1I intreat that the Rash Action of an unguarded
hour may not be constered into a uniform bad Conduct—the cause of
that action on which I was Rejected muy be variously accounted for—
ITowever, that and every cause relative thereto I have long forgot and
am determined for the future never to give cause for the like Com-
plaints—If a thorough resolution of amendment—I Cannot say from
the worst of crimes but from all I know bad in myself—can have any
weight or be any inducement for You to admit a Member I hope I
may be found worthy of Your Choice.

Signed Jas. Laverty.
1t is the Opinion of the Committee that there is some necessary
informations wanting therefore postpone giving a definitive answer

until that information is produced which we hope will be on the first
Monday of June 1791.

Unfortunately, no record of the proceedings on the latter date has survived, but
evidently the suppliant’s eloquence was of some avail, for we find James Laverty
was Entered and Passed on the 4th July, and Raised 1st August following.

Decisions of the Committee were sometimes countersigned by the Master,

Wardens, and Secretary, as approved by the Lodge:—

Feby. 5th 1798. N
Br. John Ranaghan tried by the Under Naimed Commatee, by order
of the Worshipful Master for offending the Lodge on the first of the
last Month, it is the opinion of sd. Com®. that Br. Ranaghan is to pay
1*. 1% and to beg Gode’s pardon, also Br. Jas. Murrey and also the
Larges he with pleashure sub?. to the above.

[Signed by the Committee, five members: countersigned by
the Master, Wardens, and Secretary |
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A Committee was appointed on 5th February, 1804, ‘“ for the Purpose of Settlemg
all difference of oppenion and other Controversies of whatever descrlptlon soever
and the following note is added to the record:—

N.B. It is also agreed that should any difficulty arise, so that they
cunnot determine descisively on the subject of Matter before them, they
shall have liberty to call from the Body at Large for such advice and
such opinion As they may think necessary.

This Committee met on the 16th April following to hear a charge, and held that
nothing wus brought forward ‘‘that appears practicable for us to intermeddle-
with,”” and mude the following recommendation :

But we do say that any Member bringing any Charge ag'. a Brother
hereafter, which may appear frivolous to us, he or they so agressing
shall be fined equal to the Vexatiousness of the Offence.

A page is headed : —
John Taylor Oct*. the 22d 1801

The Testimony of Br. Carroll against John Taylor for Reading the
Book Called the three Distinet knocks for his father.

Most unfortunately the ° Testimony ' was not recorded, as the rest of the page
is blank, and T have been unuble to trace any John Taylor among the members of
367.

1802 June 7. A Committee held that:—

Br. John Martin instead of appologising for past Misconduct
has behaved in a very ridiculous & unwarrentable Manner & therefore:
cannot be admitted into this Lodge. untill he makes such reparation
as the Body at large muy adjudge

July 5th, 1802, a brother was tried for ‘‘ absenting himself these Two years
and half past’': fined ‘‘ Eight shillings and three halfpence Ster.’

The Master himself was not exempt from the jurisdiction of a Committee : —

1792 March 5. We the undersigned Members of Lodge No. 367 give
this our opinion that the Present Master Jas. Richardson is Guilty of
a breach of his obligation. & that he is not to sit as Master in this.
Lodge untill he is Tried by Master Masons.

Sixteen signatures follow, including that of John Wesley.'

It is perhaps worth remarking that Br. Richardson was to be tried by
Master Masons: except from 1806 on, where it occurs as one of the ‘ Higher'’
degrees, the rank of Past Master is never mentioned in the Records.

More serious matters, or causes affecting members of more than one Lodge:
were dealt with by a Committee drawn from a number of neighbouring Lodges.
One such case occurs in 367 records, when a Committee of eleven, consisting of’
the Masters and Wardens of 343 Crossgar, 367, and 815 Strangford, met at the
request of Bro. Cunningham, a member of 815, ‘‘to investigate relative to a
letter sent to 367 prejudicial to Br. Cunningham's Character as a Mason.”” The
Committee met, and ‘‘ Lodge was opened at 4 past 2 o’clock all in good order on
Sunday, Oct*. 28th’’ [1804]: the chair being taken by Bro. Samuel Lewis,
Master of No. 343, the Senior Lodge, and also neutral in the dispute.

I This entry effectually disposes of any attempt at identification of this John
Wesley with the great preacher, who died in London in 1791. and who always signed
his name J. Weslev. The signature of this John Wesley, of which a photograph will’
he found at A4.Q.C., xv., 102, is here reprodnced.—I.V.

Jrim W7
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This would appear to be contrary to the Regulation of Grand Lodge, of
6th September, 1779, forbidding brethren to meet on Sunday as a Lodge, under
pain of exclusion.

The Committee decided :—

It is the opinion of the undersigned members of the above Lodges that
their is No Grounds for any Censure on Br. Cunningham's Conduct as
a Mason, & that if such letter was wrote it must have been done by
some Columniator.

ST. JOHN’S DAYS.

From the scanty nature of the Records, it is unsafe to generalise, but it
would appear that during the first few years of the Lodge’s career, the festival of
St. John’s Day in Winter alone was observed: a usual expression being:—

At our Grand Festival on St. John's Day, 27th Decr. 1764 at Br.
Robt. Hasstings We Appoint our Festival for 27 Dec. 1765 to be at
Br. Thos. Martin's.

According to G.L. Rolls, Bro. Hastings was returned as Worshipful Master in
June, 1764; and on 27th December, 1765, he appears in the Lodge records as
Deputy Master, under Hugh Hill, our first W.M.

Two entries are unfortunately not dated:——

A List of the Members who Intends to go to Church on St. John’s

Day or be liable to pay the following fines:
s. d.
Master 5. b
Wardens Each 3. 3
Secr. 3. 3
2. 8

Each Member 3
The list includes Worshipful M. Swan, who was W.M. in 1782 and 1783.

We the under Named persons do Agree to Dine in the Lodge Room
in Jno. Fisher’s on St. John's Day Next, the Expence of Dinner is
16d. & to Drink our pleasure.

Up till 1784 the only festival mentioned in the records is 27th December, yet in
the Belfast Newsletter of 27th June, 1784, we find:—

Lodge No. 367. On Thursday the 24th inst. being the Anmiversary
of St. John, the Master Wardens and Brethren of Lodge No. 367
Downpatrick assembled and walked in Procession, preceded by the
Hon. Edward Ward’s band of Music to the Meeting House, where a
most excellent Sermon, well adapted to the occasion, was delivered by
the Rev. M*. Tagart. They afterwards dined together and spent the
Evening in that innocent festivity for which the Order is so remarkable.

[Crosslé: Masonic Notes, ix., 268]1
The ** Meeting House '’ was the Presbyterian Church.
In the cash account for 1784 we find:—

Dec. 27 to the Ch. Band 1. 2. 9
Dec. 28 to Mending the Drum 4. 6

1 This and the following quotation from the Belfast Newsletter are from the
voluminous notes on Masonic matters collected by the late R.W. Bro. F. C. Crosslé,
P.D.G.M.. of Down, now preserved by the Lodge of Research. Dublin.
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From this on, casual references in the cush accounts would go to show that
24th June was regularly celebrated as well:—

[1785] June 24 To Musick's Diner 3. 3

On this occasion the brethren doubtless had to content themselves with a simple
drum and fife: as was often the case.  Downpatrick, however, as a military
station, had often a regimental band available:—

Yesterday the brethren of Lodge No. 367 (Downpatrick) in order to
celebrate in the most becoming manner the Anniversary of St. John,
walked in procession to church, preceded by the band of music
belonging to the 9th Regiment, where a most elegant pathetic Sermon,
well adapted to the occasion was delivered by their Rev. and worthy
brother Mr. Hall.

[B.N.L., 3rd January, 1706. Crosslé’s M.N., ix., 421]

It was quite common for a number of Lodges to join together to celebrate
the festival: in the Belfast Newsletter of 18th June, 1790, 367 advertised as
follows : —

Downpatrick.—The Master, Wardens and Brethren of Lodge No. 367
intend going in procession to the Inch Church next St. John’s Day to
hear a sermon preached on that occasion by their Brother the Rev. W™.
Hall: they request such bodies in the neighbourhood as mean to join
them to meet at their Lodge room at Nesbitts at 10 o.c. on the morning
of that day.
Signed by order
Thomas Ranson Secretary.

Downpatrick 24th June 1790.

’

Now, marching in the heat of a summer's day is arduous work: in this case,
Inch Church was distant about three miles from Down by road: and the brethren
were not unmindful of the creature comfort of the musicians:—

To Paid for Drink at the Inch Church for the Band 4. 4
In 1796 we find the following:—

Resolved that the following brethren meet at the Widow Nesbitt’s on
Dec. 27th to Dine there. They are to meet at 10 of the Clock for the
purpose of walking in procession to Saul Church, and hear Divine
Service there. Dinner to be on the table at 3 of the Clock such of
the Members as do not attend to pay a forfit of 2/8%.

£2. 5. 6 was paid ‘“ To the Band of Musick that did us the honour to be with
us on that occasion.”’

The services of the preacher were also rewarded:—

Sent by Alex’. Smith to M". Williamson one Pound of Tea with the
Preasent of a hat for his preaching to us on St. John’s Day 25 Dec.
1788.

The festival in December was called St. John’s Day, whether held on the 27th
or not. Indeed, many old Lodges to this day call their installation festival
St. John’s Night: though by Irish law, officers may be installed at any time after
High Noon on 27th December, the ceremony usually takes place on the next
stated communication.

The pound of tea cost 5/5, but no record appears of the price of the hat:—
27 Dec. 1799. By Cash to William Hall for preaching 11. 4%
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There was always a great furbishing up of clothing and insignia prior to
the festivals:—
[1799] December 10 By Cash paid for Ribbands and Searge to
Repair the Collours belonging to the Lodge 0.13. 9
27 by Cash to Andrew Williamson for

Macking a Meddel for the Secretary 0. 11. 11,
1800 by Cash to fife and Drum on Said day 0. 11. 44
January the 12 by Cash pd. for Ribbands
by Cash for Roads and painting Do. 0. 14. 10
" by Cash to Br. Veadder for Repairing

Collers 0. 5. 5

by Cash to John Smith for Cleaning the
Juels Belonging to the Lodge 0. 2. 8%

by Cash to James Brett for Boards
lock and IHinges Macking
Glass Cace for Warrent Nails and
Glue included in Do. 1. 5.10
The sum 14/10 *‘ for Roads & painting Do." seems a lot of money for three rods

and painting them: could they have been something like sceptres, such as are now
used in R.A. Chapters?

The Warrant was borne before the Master in the procession to church, but,
alas! it and the case have disappeared with practically every other relic of the old
Lodge.

Our old-time brethren were not afraid of a long walk: the following relates
to an assembly at Killinchy, about fifteen miles away:—

1805 June 24. Lodge opened Morning 7—Closed at Nine in full
harmony. The Worshipful James Burns in the Chair
Out of the Chest vizt.

Paid Ribands for Jewels 8. 1%
Paid for Cleaning the Jewels 2. 2
Paid Drum and Fife 7. 7
Paid for Advertising this days
Meeting at Killinchy 1. 1
£ 18. 113

1809 June 24. Walked to Crossgar Lodge by Invitation and Returned
in Good Order.

These processions are now a thing of the distant past: it is now well-nigh a
century since Grand Lodge, for many reasons, suppressed public processions
altogether.

Still, it was a kindly old custom: we can picture our old-time brethren
assembling at an early hour on a fine summer morning: winding up the half-year’s
business, and then setting out ‘‘in due Order '': each in his Sunday best, with
apron embroidered by loving hands at home: marching to join with each other in
paying homage to the Great Architect of All: and then spending the rest of the
day in social enjoyment, to return home as evening falls ¢ in Good Order."

While observing all the duties, the Lodge did mnot mneglect the social
virtues: —

[1806] Jun. 20 Emergent Todge (& for Dance in Br. Robinsons) Opened
at 6 O'Clock The Worshipful Depy. Br. Carlton in the
Chair Lodge closed at 4 past 7 O’clock all in Harmony.

[1807] July 6 paid Br. Lawless a1 Balance of Dance at
Br. Robinsons 16. 0

[1812] March 2 For Ball Due Mrs. Nesbit
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At times, too, they patronised the Drama: on 6th October, 1794, we find : —
By cash expended at the Play 7. 7%

This would be a travelling company: probably converting the Assembly Room in
the old Market Iouse into a theatre.

CHARITY.

Some time ago, the writer was asked, by a candidate whom he had just
exalted to the degree of Royal Arch, “ What good is Masonry? Setting aside
our organised charities, what good does it do that is not equally well done by
other organisations?’ To answer in a few words was not easy: I told him it is
the only society where all are truly on the level: where charity, in its widest
sense, in word and thought and deed, is inculcated at every step: that in a
fallible, material world it is at least a genuine attempt to carry into effect the
precept of the Apostle, ““though 1 . . . understand all mysteries
and have not brotherly love, I am nothing."”’

Nothing emerges more clearly from the old records than that this ideal was
ever present in the minds of our predecessors in 367. We have seen in 1777, the
establishment of a Charity Committee: and by far the most frequent item of
expenditure is the relief of brethren in distress:—

1786 July 6 By Cash gave a blind Man Who was a
Brother & Charity 0. 1. 1

Sep. 14 By Cash Gave John Harrigan who
projused a grand Certificate 0. 2. 2

1787 9th June By Cash to 2 poor Brothers pr. order of
the Master 0. 2. 2

1791 March 10 By Cash to a distressed Brother who
wanted a hand & had good

Certificates 0. 2. 2

1792 May 8 To Sundries Gave to M'. Andw. Cowan
a Prisoner now in Jail for Debt 11. 4%

1794 Jany. 27 By Cash Gave a Brother who had his
Sone in Goal 12. 8%

June 24 By Cash Lent James Crawford to Release
him out of Goal 2. 16. 10}

Bro. Crawford was remiss in paying off his debts, and on 2nd June, 1800,
a Committee sat to consider his case: the decision was that he was to pay the
full amount in monthly instalments of 7/7, and ‘“he is to be restored to the
freedom of being a Member of Said Todge' on his paying the first instalment.
Subsequently the payment of four instalments is recorded, but whether the
Secretary was carcless, or the debt never fully discharged, does mot appear.

Imprisoned debtors were very often relieved : —

1804 Teby. 5 Cash pd. Thos. Toy a Prisoner in the Jail
of This Town unable to provide for

himself 5. 114
1804 March 5 Paid Thos. Tiegh a Prisoner in Jail for
his Support in Prison 5. b

Loans from the ‘ Box ' were fairly frequent, and the borrowers signed a
promise to repay in the Lodge book:—

Three Months after Date T promise to pay This Body £2. 9°. 4}® for
Value recd. this 27 day of December 1771
Hugh Gordon
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Three Months after date I promise to pay the Present laster of
lLodge No. 367 Archabald Egur or Order four Pounds Eleven Shills.
Sterl. for Value Received. Witness my Iland this first day of July
1793 three.
Witness Present
John Nisbitt . William Smith.

1788 January 20 Michael Crean Wallace Admited as a Member on Being
Tried And found Worthy.
May 17 Got and Recd £1. 78 19, And Left his Watch
in my hands till Paid.
Thomas Ranson, Sectry.

Sometimes an unexpected twist of phrasing gives an entry a genuine
Hibernian flavour: —

Saturday Towards the support of our Brother
Feby. 22d. 'W™. Carrol whom is now Deceased for his

[1805] funeral Expences paid out of the Chest 2. 00. O
Nor was the widow forgotten:—
1805 Dec. 2 from Chest to Sister W™. Carral
1797 Dec. 4 Paid Isabelln. Wood a Brs. Wife 11, 4}

<

Some entries again convey a world of pathos: none more heartrendering than:—

1801 July 6 Cash paid Br. Daly for a Coffin for the
Child of Br. Carril, Tyler 2.

3]

FUNERALS.

When brotherly love could do no more. the Masons of old loved to bear
the empty shell of their departed hrother to its last resting place, with all the
pomp and ceremonial in their power: esoteric ceremonies were practised at the
grave side, which, indeed, have only been abundoned within comparatively recent
years. In this connection it is worth noting that on 17th May, 1804, among
members ** Summoned to Attend the Funeral of Br. McQuillin of Seaford.’’ was
““Br. Jno. Miller, fellow Craft.”

Not only was ceremonial practised, but the procession was accompanied by
music : —

[1803] July 9 To Money for attendance at the funeral
of Br. Hugh Quail to fife and drum 5. 5

Various entries in the Cash Accounts show that the Brethren were wont
to seek solace for their grief:—

[1791] Nov. 29 By Drink at Intering Dr. Hill 0.12 4

Failure to attend a funeral when summoned was considered a serious
breach of Masonic duty:—

1804 April 16th.
A Committee Appointed for to enquire into the Absentees at the
Funeral of Br. William Shanks preferred by Br. Fernon Agt. them.
Evidence Summoned by Tylor at the intimation of
Tylor Br. Secretary and did not appear
Br. West, Br. Starkey. Br. Robinson, Br. McComb. Br. James Waddle,
Br. Lunday, Br. Richardson Sectry.
Br. West Excused on the merits of his Objection
Br. Lunday Do. Do.
Br. Waddle Do. Deo.
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Br. Starkey for improper language in presence of the
Committee & for his disrespect in not
walking in procession we fine him One
British Shilling

Br. McComb excused on Merits of His Objection

Br. Robinson Same Same

Br. Richardson Same Same
[Signed by the Committee of five, and Br. Richardson,
Secretary |

THE MEMBERS.

Thus far we have been able to glance at the doings of an old Irish
Lodge in the first fifty years of its career, as revealed in the records of 367.
Unfortunately, very seldom de we find a note of the professions or occupations of
the members: and with the destruction of the Record Office in Dublin, it is
well-nigh hopeless to identify a mere name of a hundred and fifty years or so ago.

In 1785 one Jacob White, ‘‘ Shipp master,”’ was admitted, and in 1801
Joseph Bruff, Coal Captain.

Quite a number of soldiers: in 1785, Stephen Reilly, Thomas Wilkinson,
William Kiddley, and Hdward lsaac, of the  9th Regt. of futt.”” Francis
Maguire, Sergt. 58th Foot, admitted visiting member 8 Aug. 1786. 1789, James
Forbes of the 61st Regt. was initinted, and James Roberts of the same corps
*“ Ledgd his Sertificate.””  Christopher Woods, Sergt. [Corps not mentioned |
lodged his certificate in 1798.

Between August 1799, and January 1800, John Smith, Thomas Williamson,
and William Petterson, of the North Lowland IFencibles, were initiated, and in
1801. Edward Martin, of the 46th Regt. of Foot.

In 1800 we find two soldiers of the 23rd Light Dragoons, Alexander
‘Stuart and Gerard Howard.  The Secretary, by the way, had trouble with the
latter’s Christian name, his usual effort being ** Jarrard.”

The Grand Lodge of Treland. at its meeting on Tth November, 1799, had
ordered a Warrant, No. 873, to be granted to Peter Edwards, Josepli Philips, and
James Hamilton, of the 23rd Regt. of Light Dragoons.

From an early date it has been a G.L. law that no civilian Lodge may
initiate a military man, if a Lodge is working in his unit: so it would appenr
either that these men were. made in 367 (Ent. and passed 12th Jan., raised
3rd Feb. 1800) befcre the Warrant had reached the Regiment, or else it was
never really taken out. On submitting the facts to Bro. Heron Lepper, he
inclined to the latter view.

A list of volers in the Borough election of 1797—the first held after the
potwalloping qualification was abolished and the franchise limited to those holding
property of a £5 annual valuation—which was reprinted in the local paper. the
Down Recorder, about 1850, gives us a few more names: they include a weaver,
poundkeeper. baker, woollendraper, carman and publican.  Bro. Thomus Parkinson,
admitted 1780, was possibly the merchant of that name whose advertisements in
the Belfast Newsletter give n bewildering list of commodities from Dantzig timber
to ‘“ teas by the chest of his own importation.”” Bro. Thomas Ranson, Boot &
Shoemalker, in the same organ calls the attention of the first people in Downpatrick
and the surrounding neighbourhood to his ‘ extensive assortment of .
‘Stained Skins of various colours, Calf and Seal Skins with Veal, Seal and Cor de
van Boot Legs "

A few names of some prominence are fairly easily identified:—

“ Surgeon Hill,”’ whose name ocenrs a few times in the earlier years, was
a retired army surgeon.

Joseph Robinson, Jailer, was initiated in 1794.

William Trotter. Esq.. initiated before 1785, was Seneschal of the Manor
of Down.
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His nephew, Idward Southwell Ruthven, was the eldest son of Edward
Trotter, by his wife Mary, dau. of the Very Rev. James Dickson, Dean of
Down: in 1801 he proved his descent from the family of Ruthven, Karls of
Gowrie, and assumed that surname, his ancestor being one Alexander, who fled
to lingland on the ruin of his house by the slaying of the Earl of Gowrie, its head,
in 1600. He took refuge in Durham, where he married, assuming his wife's name,
Trotter. Alexander's grandson crossed to Ireland, where his family prospered.
Bro. E. 8. Ruthven unsuccessfully contested the Borough in the election of 1797,
with his brother John Bernard, afterwards private secretary to Chas. James Fox,
against Clotworthy Rowley and Josias Rowley, who were clected through the
influence of the landlord, Lord de Clifford. He was elected a member of the
Imperial Parliament for Downpatrick in 1803, and 1830 and ‘31: in the interim
he had represented the City of Dublin. In 1806, however, he lost the seat to.
John Wilson Croker: one account of the election has it that Croker was nominated
solely to keep the election open pending the arrival of one of the candidates,
delayed by an accident. Croker received only three votes. but the other
candidates being both disqualified for bribery, he claimed the seat, *‘ refusing to-
betray the confidence reposed in him by his constituents."

Bro. Ruthven’s admission into the Order savours somewhat of electioneering,
as does also the admission at the same time of Charles Steele ITawthorne, and his:’
brother Robert.  All three were ‘“ admited E.A. & F.C."” on 26th July, 1802,
and while Ruthven was not Raised until 6th November, 1806, when an emergency
was summoned for the purpose, the two Hawthornes completed their initiation
in the Craft on 13th December, 1802.

Charles Steel Hawthorne, who resided at Ringhaddy, on the shores of
Strangford Lough, was elected member for the borough in 1802, and also in 1812.
He was appointed one of the Commissioners of Excise in Treland in 1815, resigning
his seat, and was succeeded by ¢ William Richard Annesley. commonly called
Lord Viscount Glerawley,”” a connexion of our Grand Master in 1788.

Thus, if only a few of the many names recorded in the old books of 367
who travelled this way before us, can be idgntified now, our departed Brethren,
plain, unpretentious farmers and tradesmen, have left to us mute but eloquent
witness of the spirit that animated them. And may we, their successors in the
workaday world, as around the altar of old 367, so labour, ‘‘ ever keeping the
Ancient Landmarks in view '’ as to make ‘‘ Masonry answer the end for which it
was originally instituted, namely, to do Justice, love Mercy, and walk liumbly in
the sight of God and Man.”

A hearty vote of thanks was unanimously passed to Bro. Parkinson for his:
interesting paper, and to Bro. Heron Lepper for reading it on his behalf, on the
proposition of Bro. Flather seconded by Bro. de Lafontaine, comments being offered
by or on behalf of Bros. J. Heron Lepper, 1. Syvkes, and Sam. Leightou.

Bro. Davip FraTaER said:—

I have much pleasure in proposing ‘‘that the grateful thanks for the
Lodge be conveyed to Bro. R. E. Parkinson, for the most interesting and
instructive paper to which we have all listened with great interest and apprecia-
tion,”” and I wish to add to this our very sincere thanks to Bro. Heron Lepper:
for the care and illuminating skill he has hestowed in his reading of the Paper.

While we all regret that it was not possible for Bro. Parkinson to be with
us to-night, we must all agree that, as read by Bro. Lepper, all the most
interesting points in the paper have been vividly and accurately brought before:
us.
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Bro. Parkinson has not only given us a carefully selected record of the
work of this old Irish Lodge., but he has succeeded in putting before us a living
picture of the Masonic Life as it was lived in an Irish County Town 170 years
ago; in fact, he has shown that, to a very large extent, the life in that town
was very largely influenced by the Masonic atmosphere.

After all, while the rare und difficult problems.of Masonry are very
necessary subjects for Masonic research, the actual life and works of our elder
Brethren from month to month and from year to year bring home to us all the
reality and seriousness of the Masonic life of those early days.

I have been very interested to find many similarities between the records
of the Downpatrick Lodge and those of our oldest Lodges in Sheffield. which
were contemporary. With vegard to the absence of records of the earliest years,
T find the same blanks in Sheffield, where there is strong evidence that for the
first five years no regular Minutes of the working of the Lodge were kept. Such
records as exist were those of special or vital decisions, of which we find record
in the Cash Book or hooks of By-Laws.

In Sheflield, at least as regards the first regularly formed Lodge, the

" By-Laws (as shown in my own paper) were written by Laurence Dermott and
supplied as a complete and official code. The Downpatrick rules, on the
contrary, appear to have been gradually evolved, after discussion from time to
time, and thus “‘ invented "’ to meet the various needs as they arose.

In Sheffield from 1768 1o about 1790, it was customary for the Minutes to
be written up the same evening as the Lodge was held and signed by the Master,
or by the Brother who presided at that meeting. Whether these Minutes were
read aloud for the approval of the Brethren, T do not know.

When visiting a number of Lodges in the United States twenty-five years
ago, I found several Lodges that followed this practice.

Royal Arch. The earliest reference to the Roval Arch is on the 18th
October, 1764 :—

. " Bro. King being made Royal Arch 10/6 v
In June, 1788, a Brother ' was initiated into the Degrec of a Royal Arch Super
Excellent Mason '

Mark Masonry. On 17th December, 1809, 3 Brethren were made Mark
Masons.

Committee. A Commitiee to deal with the affairs of the Lodge is most
interesting, for while to-day it is n general custom for the Muster to invite his
Past Masters to confer with him, yet they have not the authority that a
Committee appointed by the Lodge would have.

Installation of Wardens. In Sheffield, for several years, the Wardens were
elected by Ballot, and we have several records of their being ‘‘ examined and
found worthy ' before being Installed. We also have records of the Deucons
being selected by the Wardens.

Processions. We in Sheffield also had the custom of going in Procession
to Church on St. John's Day in summer and the engagement of ** some Reverend
Brother "’ to preach a sermon.

Bro. C. F. Sykes said : —

Bro. Parkinson's paper is one which will appeal to the ordinary Mason as
well as to the Masonic student, and I join sincerely in the vote of thanks to him.
The extracts from pages 1 and 3 of the vol. i. are correctly described by
the writer as baffling. The entries give the same date to two meetings, viz.,
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“27th being St. Johns 1765 ", and “* 27th Dec. 1765 . but membership is 28
at the first quoted meeting and 22 at the second.

The entries for 1766 show John Gordon as: * Entered on 27th. St. Jobn's
1766  Absent’’. The meeting on 27th December, 1766, would be the last
meeting of that year, and he could not have entered and been absent at the
same meeting. | suggest that the Secretury on the first page and with refercnce
to John Gordon made the same error, and that 27th St. John's Day may have
been 24th St. John’s Day. We could then understand the variation of member-
ship in the first two exiracts and the absence of John Gordon in the 1766 entries.
Meetings were held on 24th June, for members were registered in Grand Lodge
Rolls on that date in 1762-3-4.

In Regulation I. of the 1st Code of By-Laws it is somewhat surprising
to read that offenders against good conduct could be placed under arrest. It
is evident from Article 2 of the Code agreed upon on 26th Jannary, 1778, that
the Lodge was used as a Loan Society and Slate Club.

The term ° ordinary ' used in the 1772 quotation 1 assume to allude to a
meal. The word has been used to indicate a repast for all comers, certainly
since Shakespeare's time. The price noted for the meal, 1/1, indicates that the’
brethren were not extravagant with regard to their refreshment, and that this
was the practice may be gathered from the fact that seventeen years later the
cost of dinner on St. John's day was only 1/4. Certainly the dining fee did
not advance in the same degree as that for ‘muking '. The latter is noted
in the Ist Code of By-Laws as 8/14. In 1791 this had increased to £1. 8. 2.
This amount seems to indicate that the original fee had been mulliplied by
three, plus the 1/1 and 2/8% provided for by Law 8 of the 1791 Code.

The times of two meetings appeal to me as uncommon. That of March 2nd.
1807, when Lodge opened at 9 o'clock and closed at 12 o'clock. It was an
evening meeting, for ‘* The Studdy of this Night " is mentioned. 1t is to be
hoped that only town members were present, for a hundred and twenty-five years
ago transport was primitive.

Then on June 24, 1805, when the Brethren met at Killinchy. fifteen miles
away, ‘‘ Lodge opened Morning 7. This was a St. John's Day celebration, and
considering the distance the brethren had to travel to the meeting place it
probably entailed an overnight journey to Killinchy. As 24th June, 1805,
occurred on a Monday it may well have been that opportunity was taken to
make a real week-end summer outing of the occasion. The meeting was
advertised and a drom and fife band engaged. The celebration in 1809
occurring on a Saturday was a much less pretentious affair. The little arithmetical
problem among the vague scribblings at commencement of vol. ii. intrigued me.
Its statement is puzzlingly brief. What is meant is: Give the first man 3 more
than the second. the second 4 more than the third, the third 1 more than the
fourth and the fourth 1-5th less than the third. The preceding scribbling appears
to be just a jumble of words to be unvavelled. The best I cun make of them is:
““ Cloth makes as well as shapes the man. He can marry money '.

The volumes under review may crcate as many problems as they unravel,
but 1 venture to think that they do enable us to get closer to our old-time
brethren, to understand a little more of their aspirations and increase our pride
in our heritage.

Bro. J. Ierox Lerper said:—

It has been a very great pleasure to heur a paper by my friend Brother
R. Ii. Parkinson delivered in this Lodge, the more so as its subject is very dear
to my heart. one of those unadvertised Lodges in the provinces of Ireland that
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have been keeping the Craft alive there for well over a century and a half since
their establishment.

May I say first of all a word of high praise for the way in which it has
been written. The author has heen content to present us with the available
facts. and has left us-to draw our own conclusions from them