


. ' THE QUATUOR CORONATJ LODGE NO. 2076, LONDON, - 
. .  . 

was warranted on the 28th November, 1884, in order 

l.--To provide a centre and bond of union for Masonic, Students. 
2:-~o attract intelligent Masons to its meetings, in order to imbue them with a love for Masonic research. 
3.-To submit the discoveries or conclusions of students to the judgment and criticism of their fellows by 

IS of papers read in Lodge. 
4.-To submit these communications and the discussions arising therefrom to the general body of the Craft by 

ishing, a t  proper intervals, the Transactiohs of the Lodge in their entirety. 
 TO TO tabulate concisely, in the printed Transactions of the Lodge, the progress of the Craft throughout the 

Id. 
6.-To make the English-speaking Craft acquainted with the progress of Masonic study abroad, by translations 

whole or part) of foreign works. 
7.-To reprint scarce and valuable works on Freemasonry, and to publish Manuscripts, &c. 
8.-To form a Masonic Library and Mdseum. 
9.-To acquire permanent London premises, and open a reading-room for the members. 

The membership is limited to fo r ty ,  in  order to prevent the Lodge from becoming unwieldy. 
No members are admitted without a high literary, artistic, or scientific qualification. 
The annual subscription is two guineas, and the fees for initiation and joining are twenty guineas and five 

eas respectively. 
The funds are who119 devMed to 'Lddge and literary purposes, and no portion is spent in frefreshment. The 

lbers usually disle together after the meetings, but a t  their own individual cost. Visitors, who are cordially 
:ome, enjoy the option of par taking-m the same terms--of a meal a t  the common table. 

The stated meetings are  the first Friday in January, March, May, and October, St. John's Day (in Harvest), 
the 8th November (Feast of the Quatuor Coronati). 

At every meeting an original paper is read, which is followed by a discussion. 

The Transactions of the Lodge, ATS Quatuor C O T O ~ ~ ~ O ? U ~ ,  contain a summary of the business of the Lodge, 
full text of the papers read in Lodge together with the discussions, many essays communicated by the brethren 
for which no time can be found a t  the meetings, biographies, historical notes, reviews of Masonic publications, 

:S and queries, obituary, and other matter. 
The Antiquarian Reprints of tbe Lodge, Quatuor coronatorum Antigrapha, appear a t  undefined intervals, 
consist of facsimiles of documents of Masonic interest with commentaries or introductions by brothers . 

rmed on the subjects treated of. 
The Librajr has now been arranged a t  NO. 27, Great Queen Street, Lincoln's Inn Fields, London, where 

nbers of both Circles may consult the books on application to the Secretary. 
To the Lodge is attached an outer or  

% CORRESPONDENCE CIRCLE. 

This was inaugurated in January, 1887, and now numbers about 3000 members, comprising many of the 
;t distinguished brethren of the Craft, such as Masonic Students and Writers, Grand Masters, Grand 
retaries, and nearly 300 Grand Lodges, Supreme Councils, Private Lodges, Libraries and other corporate 
ies. 

The members of our Correspondence Circle are  placed on the following footing:- 
l.-The summonses convoking the meeting are posted to them regularly. They are entitled to attend all 

meetings of the Lodge whenever convenient to themselves, but, unlike the members of the Inner Circle, their 
?ndance is not even morally obligatory. When present they are entitled to take part in the discussions on the 
)ers read before the Lodge, and to  introduce their personal friends. They are not visitors at our Lodge 
etings, but, rather associates of the Lodge. 

2.-The printed Transactions of the Lodge are posted to them as issued. 
3.-They are, equally with the full members, entitled to subscribe for the other publications of the Lodge, 

h as those mentioned under No. 7 above. 
4.-Papers from .Correspondence Members are  gratefully accepted, and as fa r  as possible, recorded in the 

msactions. 
5.-They are accorded free admittance to our Library and Reading Rooms. 
A Candidate for Membership in the Correspondence Circle is subject to no literary, artistic, or scientific 

alification. His election takes place a t  the Lodge-meeting following the receipt of his application. 
Brethren elected to the Correspondence Circle pay a joining fee of twenty-one shillings, which includes the 

~scription to the following 30th November. 
The annual subscription is only half-a-guinea (10s. 6d.1, and is renewable each December for the following 

3r. Brethren joining us late in the year suffer no disadvantage, as they receive all the Transactions 
wiously issued in the same year. 

I t  will thus be seen that for only a quarter of the annual subscription, the members of the Correspondence 
rcle enjoy all the advahtages of the full members, except the right of voting in Lodge matters and holding office. 

Members of both Circles are  requested to favour the Secretary with communications to be read in Lodge and 
bsequently printed. Members of foreign jurisdictions will, we trust, keep us posted from time to time in the 
rrent Masonic history of their districts. Foreign members can render still further assistance by furnishing us * 

intervals with the names of new Masofiic Works published abroad, together with any printed reviews of 
ch publications. 

Members should also bear in mind that every additional member increases our power of doing good by 
~blishing matter of interest to them. Those, therefore, who have already experienced the advantage of association 
.th us, are urged to advocate our cause to their personal friends, and to induce them to join us. Were each 
ember annually to send us one new member, we should soon be in a position to offer them many more advantages 
an we already provide. Those who can help us in no other way, can do SO in this. 

Every Master Mason in good standing throughout the Universe, and all Lodges, Chapters, and Masonic 
braries or other corporate bodies are eligible as Members of the Correspondence Circle. 
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Ars 

Quatuor Coronatorum 





BEING THE TRANSACTIONS OF THE 

Quatuor Coronati Lodge of A.F. <Sr A M ,  London, 
No. 2076. . 

VOLUME XI.VI. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY, 

E Lodge met :it 1~'rc~rmasoiis' 1-1 ;ill a t  5 p .m. Prosent : -13rns. 
D:ivid lrlatli'er, P.A.Ci.1l.C.: W.M. ; Ilev. W. W. Covey-('rump. 
M . A . .  P.A.G.C'li., P. M ., as  I P .M.  ; .J. Heron Lepper, P.G.D. ,  
re la1~.1 ,  P.:VI., a5 S.W. ; H. C!. de Lafontaine, P . G . D . ,  P.M..  as  
J.W. ; W. J. Songhurst, P . G  D.,  Treasurri- ; Lionel Vibert, 
P.A.G.D.C. ,  P.31.. Secrettary; C .  P .  G. Hills, P.A.G.Sup.W.. P.M.: 
B.C.  ; Rev. H .  Poolc, 11.4 .. P. Pr.G.Ch., Westmorhind and Cumber- 

Also the  following members of the  Correspomlence Circle : -l3ros. Col. F. M. 
Rickard, P.G.S.13.. i t 5  S.D.. I?. H. Ford, G.  C. Williniiis, W. 'l'. l .  Gun, A .  E. 
Giirnev, L. G .  Wearing, G .  1-1. Baron, Jas. Wallis, D. Pry(:c .Tone>, Augustus Smith, 
F. M. Walsli, as J .D. ,  Chi~s. J .  Hobdon, Fred. J .  Tnderwood, C. F. Sykes. C. D,  
Melbourne. P.A.G. IL, A .  Tlioin lison, G .  D. Himllry,  H .  14'. Wliyiiniii, P.A.G.St .13  : 
J o h n  I. JVlotir, A. W. H are .  Tl;niibprt Peterson. C;. C .  P a r l ~ l ~ i i r s t  Baxter,  James Fiddes, 
l .  Lace. P.A.G.D.C'. ,  B. T v i i ~ ~ ~ f f .  11. Hlaclon. P.G.St.13.. W. Bri~ikworth .  S. >S. 
11 iic'kisson. Rev. C;. 1~'rcem:i I I  I rwin, 1). l ) .  , -V..4 . , l^.A.G.C'h.. I:. H. H . Tlioinas, Ii'rank 
l mrie, H. Johnson, l". W. Haw, P.G.11.. H. G. C~lisipiiian, Win. A .  Gayner. E. Eyles, 
K. J. Saclleir: P.A.G.St. l^., A. V.  Void, Grorge Y o u n g ,  E. L. Hristol, atid Geo. F. Shaw. 

Also the following Visitors :-Bros. F. W. Bur t ,  P.1)is.G.W.. Nigeria : IT. F. 
13prdinner. Pattison Lodge No. 913 ; AV. E. Higgn, C i ~ l ~ i ~ l i i ~  rloclge No. 3575 ; ; i ~ i c l  T. 
Cox, Merton Lodge No. 2790. 

Letters of apology for ii~~i-titteii~Iiiiice were reported from Bros. S. l'. Klein, 
T,.I?. P . M . :  G.  Nonnan, P.A.O.D.C.,  P . M . ;  I .  Granthuin, .V.A. ,  T1.Pr.G.W., Sussex. 
l.?!.; W. J .  Willis-inis, P . M . ;  13. Telepneff, J . W . ;  Rev. W. K. Fi rn i inger ,  D.D..  



P.G.C'li., S.W. ; R. .H. Buster .  P.A.G. D C., P.M. ; G. Klkington, P.A.G.Sup.AV., J . D .  ; 
D. Knoop, S.1). ; J .  Stokes. M . A . ,  M . l ) . ,  P.C.D. .  P.31. ; and l ? .  E. Parkiiison. 

The lleport of the  Audit Committee, ;is follows, was received, adopt,ed, and 
ordered to  be entered upon the  Minutes: - 

PERMANENT AND AUDIT COMMITTEE. 

The Committee met  a t  t he  Offices, No. 27. Great Queen Street,  London, on 
Frida.y, January  Gth, 1933. 

I'resent : -Bra. D. Flather,  in the  Chair,  with Hrus. H. C. de L a f ~ ~ ~ t i ~ i l l e ,  Cecil 
Powell: W. J. Songhurst. H. Poole, F. W. Golby, G .  P .  G. Hills. W. W. Covey-Crump, 
L. Vibert, Secretary, and  G .  S. K r r r .  representing the  Auditors. 

The Secretary produced his lioolw, and the Treasurer 's  Accounts and Vouchers. 
which had been" examined by t>he Auditor and certified a s  being correct. 

The Committee agreed upon the  following 

REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1932. 

I t  is with deep regret t h a t  we have had t o  record the  deat<h on the  15th  3larch 
of Bro. John  Thomas Thorp: Pas t  Grand Deacon, who had been a member of the  
Lodge for thirty-two years, and was its illsister in 1909. The tota l  number of the  
membere of the  Lodge is now 25. 

We have t o  report t h a t  during the year the  membership of the  Correspondence 
Circle was reduced by 150. On the  30th November, 1931, we had a total  of 3,471. 
and L75 names were added during the  yea r ;  on t3he other ha#ncl, 325 were removed 
from the  list. 81 by death, 156 by resignation, a n d  88 for t h e  non-payment of subscrip- 
tions. Thus the  total  t o  carry forward is 3.321. Included anlong the  deaths is t h a t  
of Bro. Arthur  Thewlis, who for inany years had very effectively acted as  o u r  Local 
Secretary for Victoria. 

The second p a r t  of Volume xliii. was issued dur ing t h e  year,  and the  final p a r t  
is now being distributed. I n  the  accounts now presented to  the Lodge Â£43 8s. l i d .  
remains in reserve for the  cost of this p : ~ , r t ;  ancl approximately Â£1.20 each for 
Volumes xliv. rind xlv. Subscriptions amounting t o  Â£52 12s. 4 d .  are  still owing. 

We desire t o  convey the  thanks of the  Lodge t o  our Local Secretaries who 
continue t o  do much good work. Bro. E. Tappenden has kindly undertaken the  work 
in Hertfordshire in succession t o  Bro. A. S. Baker. Bro. D. Linekar has  consented 
to  take over the  Pretor ia  District, filling the  vacancy caused by the  resignation of 
Bro. 0. P. Matthews. a s  has  Bro. Powers in Bulawayo from Bro. J. Malcolm. Bro. 



C'. 14'. Summers, Librarimi t o  his Griiiicl Lodgc, is now ac t i ng  for tlie Lodge in Victoria. 
W,' regret t o  sec t h a t  there are  i~isiny areas in t h i s  country and abroad in vliic-h we  
hsive no I ~ c a l  Sec'retarh's. and we slisill be very grateful t o  l lrethren who will volunteer 
for this wrvice ;ind ttins materially ;&l t o  the  broadening of the  inllnence of the  
Lodge. 

For  the  Committee, 

DAVID FLATHER. 
in the  ('hiiir. 

RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACWtyNT 

for the  year ending 30th November, 1932. 

RECEIPTS. 
Â S. d. 

"1'0 Cash . . .  55 !J 8 
, , Lodge . . . . 5-2 1 0  0 

. . . . . .  , Joining Fees 90 (i 0 
... .. Subscriptions: 1932 1112 0 2 
... 1931 127 3 1 
... 1930 30 9 0 
... 1929 7 17 6 

1928 . .  1 1  9 
, Cash in advance . 132 13 4 

Medals . . . . . .  . . 26 12 6 
, Binding . . . . . . . . .  40 13 0 

, Sundry Publications ... 344 I5 9 
Interest  and Discounts 3.5 r)  3 . ... 

, , Publication F u n d  . 44 10 9 

11.v Lotlge . S . . . . . . .  

,, Salsiries. Kent, Rates  and 
Taxes . . . . . . . . .  

;, L i g l ~ t i ~ l g ,  l leating, Cleaii- 
ing, Insurance. Telephone, 
Chrriage and Sundries .,. 

. , Print ing.  Stat4ionery. etc. 
, Medals . . . . . . . .  
,, Binding . . , . . . . .  
,, Surulry Publications ... 

. . . . . .  . .  Summer Outing 
.. Library . . . . . . . . .  
, Postages . . . . . . . . .  
, Local Expenses . . . . . .  

. . . . . .  , Cash in Hand 

EXHIBITS :- 

C'ollar of OfEce; Oddfellows. Red velvet with a rosette, a n d  badge of the  heart  
in hand. 

.JewckI ; 31 aster of Imlg~' of tlie N i ~ i o  -V1 nses. Oval eniimel, designed by 
Bartulozzi: painted by Cipriani. 

Medsll. Gorinogons. Tdonticnl with the Itylancls spwinieii fignred n t  A.Q.C. ,  xv. ,  
65.  

.Tpwrl. P.31. pastr .  no inseriiition. 

.Jew01 : on irri~diiiteil ground, tlie ^V.T of the ITÂ¡ set oiir above the otlier in 
silver. No inscription. 



From the LoiÃ§ h; COLLECTION. 

Mli~ster .Masoti, Lodge ,i69, Strsihane, 19.4.1813 M S .  on plain paper 
with seal o n  light blue ribbon. 

Grand Lmlgii o f  'Ireland. 23 April 1812. 

M S .  o n  plain paller : coloured design o f  t n o  l ~ i l l w s  and arch M it11 
keystone, veils, S. am1 C!.. with letter ( S .  d t h e  eightpointed s t : ~ r  
with in centre Gurter i ~ n d  rod cross, motto : Sit Lux e t  Lux Fuit. 
Rxcellc~it, Super Excellent and R . A  .-hav I ng passed the  Chair .  
2.5 March 1813. 

^\IS. on plain paper ,  Strabane K.T. saine clsite. lllaclc ribbon and 
seal. Given a t  tile Lodge and  tlio Order'; of Knights Tbmplars 292 
:ind of Malta 692. 

MS.  on pliliii paper,  lled Cross. Strabfine. under the Lodge 569. 
l u t e  again 25 March 1813. Bro:id red and narrow black ribbons; 
rod wax seal. 

MS. on plain paper S t r i ~ b a l ~ e  ITnion Band 25 March 1813. Green 
ribbon and red wax seal. Also :i smolw seal, twice. 

Presented I n  the Lo4 je .  

A, rordial votp of thanks \vas pas?-ec1 to thaw Rrethreii wlio h:uI lent obj(1cts f o r  
exhibition and inside presentations to the  Lodge. 

The following paper by Rro. R .  11;. PAHTCINSOS was read : -  



THE FIRST FIFTY YEARS OF THE DOWNPATRICK 

LODGE, No. 367 (I.C.).  

HE Union Lodge of S t .  Patrick, No. 367, Downpatrick, heis 
alroiidy bren brought to the notice of the Bret,hren of Quatnor 
Coron:iti by the late l?.%'. Bro. Dr. Chotwode Crawley, in his 
Ao/e.' i  01) //Â¥/.S// i + ' t - ( ! ( > n t i i , . s o t q  :Vo. U .  : TJie T I ' ~ . s ' / ~ ~ ~ / . s  <nul h.4. 
I " r ( ~ ~ / , / ( i , s o t t t ~ ! /  ( A  . ( , l . ( ; . :  xv., 102 ft s c q . ) .  Our learned brother 
was then only concerned in refilling tlio widespread tradition 
Unit John  Wesley. the founder of Methodism, was received into 
o r  Order iw tha t  Lodge. Consequently, a more detailed 

investigation of the  exist,ing records of the Lodge, i t  is hoped. will prove 
interesting :ind instructive. 

I n  passing, it may be remsn-ked, if anything be needed to clinch Dr.  
Crawley's argumel~t., two further scriips of evidence exist. The name of John 
Wesley occui s in a list of members who agreed to dine toget,lier on St .  John's  Day 
in Winter, 1 7 8 8 ,  and on 5th Ma.rch, 1792, his signature appears among tliose of 
a Committee appointed t o  t ry ;in oiyender. 

The puzzle :is to who this John Wesley was, remains unsolved. D r .  
Cr:nvley conjectured. because a certificate was issued. t l ~ i t  Wesley was i i  bird of 
passage. The name of Wcsley occurs in County Down, bu t  ii careful search 
tjhrough t4he extant Parish Registers of Down. and the adjacent parishes of Inch 
and S;nil, h:i8 failed to find anyone of the name. I t  is possible, of course, that, 
he was in the Army, as a dekachrnent of Foot was always quartered in Downpatrick 
at that  period. 

THE CITY O F  DOWN. 

Downpiitrick derives t,he latter half of its name from the Patron Saint of 
Ireland. Tn :I litt,le creek :1 few miles away, he landed, and made his first 
convert,: near tha t  very spot,, a t  Saul, he died, and in Down he was buried. 

The city has a history stretching f:ir back into the mists of antiquity : 
a t  the beginning of the Christian l4ra it is associated with one of the heroes of 
the Craobh Ruadh, Ulster's ancient, chivalry. When the former rulers of Ulster 
were driven from their capital, Emania, near Armagh, by the conquering G:iedhil, 
i t  beciime the head of t,he reduced kingdom, m d  the spiide of the archseologist has 
proved, that the hill, on which stands the cathedral of Down. has been inhabited 
by niiin for upwards of two thousand years . 

I n  t,he Golden Age of the  Island of Saints ;tiid Scholars, Downpatrick was 
one of its f011r great schools: i111d such was the wealth of its monastery, tha t  on 
no fewer thiin eight, occasions, between 824 and 1 1 1 1  i t  was pillaged by marauding 
Norse-m e11. 

A spell of comparative peace ensued, until t,he end of January ,  1 1 7 7 ,  when 
John de Courci made a forced march from Dublin, in four days, with a handful 
of followers, seized Downpnirick, and proceeded to carve out for himself a semi- 
independent principality. 



Until  driven out by de Lacy, who was rewarded by King John with t h e  
title of Earl  of Ulster, de  Gourci enjoyed a q u a r k  of a, century of peace in his 
domains. During this period he not only safeguarded liis temporal possessions by 
the  erection of mimerous castles a t  strategic points, but ,  as was the custom in 
those good old days, sought likewise to lay zip treasure in Heaven by the erection 
of religious houses. So, too, did his successors, the de  Lacys, and the  de Burghs, 
from the latter of whom the Earldom of Ulster descended to the British Crown. 

Not only as the capital of the Earldom, but as an  ecclesiastical centre of 
some importance, Downpatrick was in mediaeval t,imes tho headquarters of English 
power in the north of Irelnnd. 

Of the five monastic establishments known to have existed in Uowiipatrick 
itself, not a trace remains except the framework of the present Cathedral of DOWII, 
founded by dc Conrci as an Abbey of Benedictines, whose Abbot was Bishop of 
Down, and a Peer of Parliament. The origin:il Irish Monks, Canons Regular 
of the Order of St .  Augustine, were displaced to make room for Benedictines from 
S t .  Werburgli 'S, Chester. 

With the decline of Anglo-Norman power 111 Trel;>nd, Down was to suffer 
many vicissitudes, lint the old city and trhe surrounding barony of Lecale were 
ever reckoned part of the Pale, and with the cpming of peace under James I. 
i t  was even then a ' time immemorial ' borough by prescription, returning two 
members to the Irish Parliament,. After the Union, i t  retarned one member to 
the Imperial Parliament until disfranchised by the  Reform Act of 1885. 

During the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries i t  continued of some 
importance as the county town, but to-day i t  is small and decaying, i ts  trade and 
manufactures smothered by its upstart neighbour, Belf apt. 

T H E  LODGE. 

As is well known. Ireland, first among Grand Lodges, issued documents to 
attsest the regularity of subordinate Lodges, the first of the present series of 
Warrants being issued in  February, 1732. 

Of the earlier Warnuits, in many cases i t  is now impossible to state with 
certainty which were issued to  erect new Lodges, and which were merely to  
regularise old ' time immemoral ' bodies. The oldest surviving Warrant in  
Co. Down, and indeed in Ulster, is 77 Newry, issued in 1737. Killylcagh, a 
small hamlet-though a pocket 1)oro~igli-sonic five miles from Downpatrick, 
received No. 180, in 1748. Yet, so far as we are a t  present, aware, no Warrant 
was issued for the county town until No. 343 was granted to Roger McNeill, Esq., 
Robert Martin, and James Walsh, on 7th February, 1760 ; while on 4th June ,  
1761, No. 367 was issued bearing the names of LTugh Hill, Esq., William 
McKeevers, and Henry Colt. 

A t  the outset, we are confronted with a perplexing problem : why did tohe 
Masons of the county town wait so long before obtaining a Warrant,  and why 
two Lodges in  a town of about three thousand inhabitants a t  most.? 

It is inconceivable tha t  Xasonry was unknown in Downpatrick prior to 
1760 : as the County town, the seat of the Assizes, and a military station, i t  was 
in touch with the outer world. The Deanery of Down was one of the richest] 
preferments of the Irish Church. ;ind was held by many prominentv men, including 
Patrick Delany, the friend of Swift ;  best known nowadays as the husband of the 
incomparable Mary Granville, who has l e f t  us in her letters many lively pictures 
of the social life of Down in those days. 

There is a close link, too. with Bristol; for in 1703 Edward Southwell. 
of King's Weston and Kinsale, married the Lady Elizabeth Cromwell, only child 
of Vere Essex, fourth and last Earl of Ardglass, so obtaining the Downpatrick 
Estate. 

While the Southwells did not reside in T)ownpatriclc, they visited it 
frequently, and effected many improvements. 



I t  is, of course, possible that  one of the early Irish Warrants, whose first 
place of issue is now unknown, was domiciled in Downpatrick. and the two Lodges 
were the result of a split, but ,  though a pure conjecture, i t  seems probable tha t  
the loci11 brethren weiSe loth to abandon their ' lime inin~emoriiil ' status:  and 
that  one group, having submitted to the authority of Grand Lodge, obtained 
No. 343, and the remainder followed suit about a -year later. 

While the date of the introduction of Masonry to Ireland is a t  present 
obscure, i t  presents a fascinating problem, and one is tempted here to indicate 
the possibility of a very early period. I11 spite of the ravages of war, and of 
successive plantations, some degree of continuity exists. Inevitably, of course, 
there has been, from the earliest period, a n  intimate connection between Ire1:ind 
and Scotland, while recent research is showing how great was the influence of the  
wandering scholars of Ireland on the learning of the  Middle Ages. When 
England was being slowly welded together out of the warring elements of the 
Heptarchy, lrelii~id was in  close touch with what centres of learning there were 
on the Coi~t~inent ;  in North It4aly, France, and the heart of Germany. 

Even before the impact of feudal civilisation upon the older Celtic system, 
with the Anglo Norman invasion, the wave of church building enthusiasm thut. 
swept all Christendom had reached our shores, and a form of architecture. 
distinctly Irish-Riberno-Romanesque-was being evolved, of which the most 
beaut,iful example surviving is Cormac's Chapel, on the Rock of Cashel, finished 
about 1134. 

The Anglo-Normans were great church builders-whether from policy, 
genuine piety, or the desire in some way to atone for their destruct.ion in other 
directions. In  Downpatrick alone we have noticed that  there were a t  least five 
monastic establishments, founded in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, of which 
not a trace remains but the fr;ii-iitwork of the present Cathedral. 

Masons' marks a t  Greyabbey have been described by Sir Thomas Drew, 
and similar marks are to be seen at Tnch. near Dowiipatrick, which was built 
about the same time. 

Around Downpatrick are numerous suruunies of both Celtic md Xorman 
origin. us well as those representative of later settlers: while there is a t  least one 
case of a lineal descendant of one of de Courci's barons still holding part of the 
manor won by his ancestor's sword. One or two similar families died out within 
the  last generation. 

Thus, remote :is i t  may be, there is a possibility, in a n  old co rp~ra t~e  cit,y 
l i k ~  Downpatrick, t ha t  the c o n t i n ~ i t ~ y  between the operative builders of the 
twelfth century and the speculative mason of the eighteenth may be unbroken. 

Of 343 little is known : we have only the  names registered at. Grand Lodge, 
occasional newspaper references, and a few letters. The first Master was Roger 
McNeill, of Taynish, in Scotland. His mother was Ann Montgomery, of the 
Mount Alexander family. and through her the McNeills obtained possession of an 
est.:ite in the neighbourhood of Belfast, . Roger had married, in 1743, Elizabeth, 
elder daughter of Cromwell Price, of Hollymount (about two miles from Down- 
patrick). The Lodge worked in  Downpatrick for a time, but  about 1786 removed 
to Everogue's Bridge, in the townland of Crossgar, five miles siway, where. 
subsequently the  present village of Crossgar grew up. This removal was probably 
due to the Trotter family, who were. in successive generations, agents for the  
Downpatrick Estate, and who owned Crossg:n' Mouse. I n  1784, a William 
Trotter was a member of both Lodges. 

Lodge 367 also had a. prominent personage, and a ' foreigner ' for its first 
master. Hugh Hill, Esq., was ;L son of Rowly Hill, of Derry, a member of 
the Lodge that  met a t  the ' S h i p  behind the Royal Exchange ' ((^.(-'.A., X . ,  

p. 16). who was present as Warden a t  the Lodge held a t  the ' Yellow Lyon in 
Warborough's Street,, ' Dublin. 6th Murch, 173013 1, which was also attended by 
the Earl  of Ross, G.M. of Ireland, Lord Kingston, late G.M. of England. and 
other brethren prominent in the Craft in  the Irish capital. H e  was educated at 



Trinity College, Dublin, and in 1754 entered a t  JNliddle Temple, but shortly 
afterwards came to Downpatrick as Collector of Customs for the  Strangford 
District. Later, lie entered the Irish Parliament as member for Derry City, 
remaining its repre~ent~ative till Iiis deiith : he had been created a Baronet 111 

1768. 

Curiously enough, except :it the head of the Roll of 367, his name cannot. 
be traced in the Registers of the Grand Lodge of I re land:  nor is i t  among the 
vast amount of data collected by the late l j r o .  Wonnacot.t, Still, i t  seems likely 
that. he was connected with trhe Craft in Dublin or London, or both, and the 
foiinders of 367 turned to him to assist them t80 obtain a Warrant.  

At iiny rate, whatever its ancestry, the Lodge was successfully launched 
under the rule of the Grand Lodge of Ireland, and pursued a career of varying 
success until the year 1845. Those were 1e;l.n times ill Ireland : the Great Famine 
had yet to come, but Downpatrick was already on the down grade. The Lodge 
had fallen into arrears of dues, and Grand Lodge, after patiently waiting for :i 

time. a t  List withdrew the Warrant.  

The old Lodge, however, was not to die, for in 1855 a new Warrant ,  
bearing the  old number, 367, wns issued to three surviving members: amongst 
those present at the installation of the now Warr;iiit were two others who 
had been brought to light in old 367: iind within a. few years of the 
revival Grand Lodge Rolls show t,hat five more of the survivors were enrolled under 
the new Warr:int. The facts were brought tJo the notice of the Grand Lodge of 
Ireland, which has been pleased to grant a Certificate of Contiuuons Membership 
since the year 1761, and this date appears against the Lodge in the official 
Calendar. 

Since 1855 the Lodge has laboured zealously, with fair pr~sper i t~y,  and 
to-day cherishes the light of freemasonry with all the cure of its old-time 
members: :ind while perhaps not as conspicuo~~s as some of its sisters in more 
favoured localities. 367 bears a reputiitiou second to none. for zeal ;ind orthodoxy 
in working. 

T H E RECORDS. 

Almost the only relics of the old Lodge that  have survived to this day are 
six volumes of records, which were carefully rebound in the year 1900. The first 
five cover the period 1 764-181 4 : one or more subsequent volumes are missing. while 
the  sixth, 1836-46, contrains entries so meagre that  the impending fate of the 
Lodge only uppears i n  the dearth of candidat,es ;ind slackness in paying dues. 

The earlier books were kept with a lack of system, curious to modern eyes: 
I he accounts would horrify a modern book-keeper-did they not amuse him ; 
indeed, how they were ever balanced is beyond hnm;m con~prehension ! 

Still, there they are, the Lodge's dearest treasure, mute but  eloquent 
witnesses of how t'he old-time members of 367 travelled in search of light. Often 
have I heard niiiny of our senior brethren relate. when the Lodge was in a less 
prosperous state than now, how ttliey t800k it in turn  to act as Tyler, and their 
hours of vigil were passed by dipping into these old books, where they found 
sometimes amusement, but  always instruction, and the urge to emulate tlie 
working of their predecessors i n  less favoured times. 

The reluctance with which old-time Trish Masons recorded their doings was 
due, perhaps, to unfamiliarity with the pen iis a working tool, but certainly 
owing to the strictness with which they interpreted their obligations of secrecy. 
Consequently, while the volun~es under review conta-in much of interest. they 
present more problems than they solve. I n  what follows, therefore, the writer 
has merely endeavoured to put  on record certain facts, in the hope that  they will 
be of interest t,o Masonic students, and prove a source of discussion which may 
enlarge our knowledge of the doings of an eighteenth c~i i t i i ry  Irish Lodge. 



VOLUME I. 1764-1783. 

This is of foolscap size: tlie fus t  ten leaves are unnumbered: the back of 
tlie eleventh is mimbered 1, sind so to tlie.,last page, which is numbered 190. 
Pp .  44-45 11:zve been torn out, apparently since the rebinding: and the following 
pages are missing :-56-59, 64-67. 72-95. 100-113, 116-163, 166-169, 172-173,, and 
176-177. The top inch only of 164-5 survives, and 189 appears twice. The 
numbering was evidently i~dded after the book was commenced, apparently as late 
as 1783, as prior to this the numbers .U-e writ,ten over the entries, and are all in 
the s:ime hand and ink. 

I t  is to be feared that  much of interest has been lost with the missing leaves, 
but let us hope not much of importance, and  t1hnt iiiciiiy were blank, torn ont by 

Secretary to make iiotebs of the proceedings 1 

first page bears t8he ent,ry :- 

The Book of Regulations for the 
lodge of Free & Accepted Masons No. 367 
A List of the members belonging to  Sd. Freternity 

Hugh Hill, Eso. &last1. 
ltobt. Hastings Deputty Al ast' . 
Tlios. Martin Seur. Warden 
J ;imes Silli till .J 111lr. Wil i'dftii 
Wil1i:im AI cK e i i~ers  Scbcly. 

The Above Mentioned Members have 
As Usually Alet this 27 th  bring St.  
Johns 1765 & have Settled the Affairs 
of the Fraternity as follows: 

Twenty-three other names follow, :iga.iust. some cf  which are sums of money due, 
and various marks which no doubt conveyed something to Bro. McKeavers, bu t  
are  now quite unintelligible. 

011 the third page we find :- 

A List. of the blasters & Wardens & 'Members of the Fraternity of 
free & Accepted Masons of No. 367 Assembled on the 27th Dec. 1765, 

& by Consent We hiive Chosen 

Samll. Chambers 11 aster 
John Peunaii Senr . Warden 
Cha.rles Basset t J u n r .  Warden 
John  Williamsoii Senr. 
Hugh Gordon ' Deacons J i inr .  .l 
W". McKeavers Secry . 

:incl sixteen other members, all of whom appear in tfhe first list. One of the 
six now missing, however, is Bro. Ilngh 111l l  h i m s ~ l f .  

Following the names is :- 

We the Above Niillied Persons doe by a joint Council Agree to Ob>erve 
Our lJo11tlily Nectings ;IS foniit~rly, & We Are to Meet on St .  John 's  
Day the 27th of Dec: 1766 a t  Brother TTugh Gordons in Downpatt.. 

John  Quail Eutrecl 24 February 1766 
John Gordon E n t r t ~ l  27th S t .  John 's  1766 Absent 

Apparently all tha t  was recorded of tlie year's working ! 
These entries are r:it1her bsiuling: t h e  Lodge evidently was working from 

shortly after the date of the Warr:mt,  for in Gr:ind Lodge Rolls three names are 
registered 24th June ,  1762, two on 24th June.  1763, and one on 24th June.  1764, 
while on the latter ~ l i ~ t e  'Robert 1 1  iistings is registered ns blast'er. 



Arc we to conclude that  there was 1111 earlier volume, now lost, or tliat t he  
record of the beginning of the Lodge's career was originally conttained in t h e  
present volume, but lost a t  some time before the rebiuding? 

Dea-cons are not mentioned in the first list,, while they are in the second, 
and such officers were regularly elected subsequently. 

Again, the name of Bro. Hugh Hill is absent, from the second l ist :  
altogether i t  looks as if there was something which Bro. McKeavers thought ought 
not to be written-but i t  would be intensely interesting to us to-day ! 

The office of Deputy Master i n  the first list is perhaps worth notice: such 
an officer was oc~i1~ionally chosen a t  tlie annual elections : in the present instance 
he may have been chosen owing to Bro. Hills' public duties: or, again, Bro. Hill 
may have been absent, and the Secretary recorded as " Deputy Master," what a 
present diiy one would describe as W.M. Acting. 

One point where 367 varied from most old Irish Lodges was in  electing 
officers for the full twelve months, on or about 27th December iu each year :  the  
usual practice wns to elect officers for a term of six months on each of the 
St.  John's  Days: 367, till the cud of thc~ old Lodge, elected sinnually, in December. 

On tlie fifth page we find in a beautiful copperplti,te hand : - 

Regultitions Agreed to & Strictly to be observed by the Preteriiity of 
Free & Accepted Masons of the Lodge held Under Warrant from the  
Grand L :  Earl  of Charleville Grand Master. 
No. 367, A t  our Grand Festival on S t .  John's  Day 27th Dec. 1764 a t  
B. Robt. Hastings We Appoint, our Festival for 27th Dec. 1765 to be  
at, B : Thos  Miu*t,ins. 

And on the seventh page, in t he  siinie handwriting, ;L code of By-laws : of 
which some have subsequently been scored out so vigorously as to be well-nigh 
indecipherable : - 

Regulation lst. be i t  Agreed thnt Every Member Who Asenibles a t  any of 
our Meetings Especially ; i t  our Festivals Must Behave himself Soberly 
Modestly & Decently or be Subject to the  Censure of the blaster & 
Wardens & to be piit under a Rest or Excluded till lie or ihey So 
Agreeing Make aproper Atonement t,o the. Satisfiiction of the Brethren. 

Article 2nd. Tts farther Agreed that  No Brother is tlo Injure a n  Other by 
any Infainous. Stxry W'^. h e  Shall hear till first Privately Aqiiifinting 
the Injured.  

3 .  No Brother is to Go to law or thro T*nessas:iry Expenses out of 
his Brother free ^ \ ~ ; L s o ~ s  Pockett till he first Lays the Case before the  
Body when Assembled & there Advice to pursue. 

4. No Brother who is Now Entered Our Lists is to be ;it the Entering 
Passing or Raising of any Papist, Bassttarcl or [ a  word illegible] Person, 
he knowing him to be so. None Snch to ho Admitted A Member in  
this Fretcrnity. 

This rule has been scored out. with the greatest vigour, and the :ibove is the result 
of hours with a strong magififying glass: in the  years to come many a " Papist. " 
a s  to be welcomed in 367, but the idcn that a bastard was not free born persisted 
right down till t,he opening of the present century. About thirty years ago, one 
whose parents were not " well come home," to use a local euphemism, sought 
admission t,o 367, but  the  feeling among the old stalwarts was so strong the name 
was wi thclrawn before ballot. 

5. There is Neither Thief l\~iirderer Whoreinonger or Adulterer or A 
Notorious Common Swearer to Remain A "Member of this Freternity 
but on proof of his or there Cominil ting Any of the Aforesd. Crimes 
Without Aproppr Attonenient. him or them is Guilty is to be Excluded. 



6. I t s  farther Agreed that  We are Not to Admitt  or Except of Any 
Brother to  Join  our Freternity tha t  is an Old Mason With Apropr. 
Certifi~at~e Under Is. : Id. 

7. I t s  farther Agreed that  we are not to Accept of any Person to  be 
made A free Mason in  this Body under 8s. l i l ' .  

8. I t s  farther Agreed that  We are to Meet on the last Monday of 
Every Month & a t  Such Meet?ings t-'o Spend Sd. &i put l&('. in t'he Box. 

9.  I t s  further Agreed that  Every Couiitrey Brother is not bound U 
Attend Every Monthly Meeting but pay for Every year a t  St.. Jons 
Day 1'. - Id .  a t  Cristmes. 

10. I t s  farther Agreed that  We hold Any  person Whatever A False 
Brother Who does Not Carry ii Lawful Certificate & Do hold our Selves 
I71ibound Either to Speak t o  Such pretender or Aswr. any of his 
Summonss. 

11. Itvs farther Agreed tliat by the Consent of the Freternity Met on 
J a n .  1766 [ ? 1 t*hat Any brother who Gives A Jus t  Reasson for Absence 
they are Relaisecl from Any Charge Except three half pence to the box. 

This By-Law is in the sitllle hand as the earlier ones, but  with a different pen and 
ink, and presumably a t  a later da te :  it has been vigorously scored out. and on 
the  opposite (sixth) page is :- 

1766 
Artickle August 26. I t  is further agreed by our l h d y  that  Every Absent 

12 Brother Shall . . . [illegible] pay for Every Absent Night which 
is our Monthly Meeting Ye Sum of three pence Stzr to the Box. 

Subsequently, other Resolutions were adopted from time to time :- 

gth. Ju ly  1767 
A t  Our Lodge of Emmergeiicy Called this Date for Several 

Reasons as Noiii~ttendallce & Non paymt . & Not Abiding by the Regular 
Constitutions We have tsiken it to our Consideration that  any Member 
Who Absent's & does Not Make his Acet. Clear Every Quarter & Attend 
Without A Lawful Reason is to be Excluded. 

William McKoavers ), Sec"- . 
Joliti Fe1iii:iti I Wardin 
Hugh  Gordon 

[l7721 Be i t  further agreed that  every member p:iy a t  thier yearly 
meting for ordinary Is .  : l l l .  each. 

Willin. McCullagh Mr. 
Hugh Gordon 

11 is further agreed by our Body that  Every Absent Member Shall 
pay for Every Absent night which is our Monthly meeting the Sum of 
Tliree pence to the Box. 

1773 Ju ly  30th. Willin. McC~~l lagh : Mast. the above Rule we agree 
to this 27th Day of Janary  1777 John Connor Mastr'. 

March 31, 1777. 
I t  is agreed By the Master and wardens and the Members present 

tha t  their Should Be a fund for the Relife of a Destresed Brother 
traveling haveing a proper Certificate from a wurented Lodge and S:iid 
Certificate Must Be in Dea.t'e. Now our Worship has Nominated 



ot,herised ;ind a poynted the foiling Bretherin to give Relife to any 
Such as the  above 

Willm. Mccullagh 
Sigd. By our Worshipful Thos. S h a m a n  
,l ohn Connor M-ister. Jas .  S1nit.h 

S;nmil. Chambers 

Artickles Made & a greed uppon by this Body . . . the 26 Day 
of Jany.  1778 

T t  is agreed that  Everey AIember of this Body Shall Drink three13ence 
& pay three half pence to the Box Each & Evrey Monthly Night. 

It is agreed that  Everey Member Indebted to this Body or the Clust 
Belonging to this Body is t o  pay Each & Everey Monthly Night the 
Sum of two Shil l~".  & Eight pence halfpenny Each Monthly Night zintil 
their Respective Debts is cleared out of the Book otherwise the Shall 
have Neither part  or Share in our Distribution which will be everey 
S t .  Johns i ~ t  Clismas then Each & Everey Clear Member Receiving a 
like Bountey Who is 111 tliis Body a full yeillS. None Alade I n  ye year 
1778 to R,eceive Aney Bountey till ye year 1779. 

It is agreed that  Everey Towns Member Absent from their Body or 
Lodge two Mont,hly Nights is to pay one Shilling & one peney t o  the 
Chist or Box Baring C'itse of Sickness Exclusive of the three half pence 
Each Night-And Everey Comitrey Member Being Absent tchree 
Monthly Nights from their Lodge Baring Case of Sickness is to pay 
one Shillin and one peney to the Chist Exclusive of the three half pence 
to the Box. 

T t  is agreed that  Everey Candit who Speaks t,o a Brotlher t20 become a 
Member are to  give one Shilling and one peney to Sd.  that  to go to 
the Chist when he Aprises the Body with a lowaiice if he or the[y] 
Comes in tow;ircls his first Step. 

It is further agreed that  their is a lowance to be Left out to R,eleive 
t.11e Distressed. 

Signed by Order of our Lodge No. 367 
John Connor ]\I aster 

James Crawford Sectry. Willi am McCullagh Sr.  
Samuel Chambers ,Jr. 

The third, fourth mid fifth of these Re~olut~ions of 1778 were re-enacted on 5th 
July,  1779. 

Later, laws regarding absentees were strengthened : the entry is undated, 
but .  from the position in  the book, i t  would appear to be about 1782 :- 

Resolved in Lodge No. 367 Down. 

l". That on ncconiit of the Nonattendance and bad Conduct of some of 
the Members belongiug to  tliis Body it is agreed that  any Member 
who is absent three Monthly Nights successively without giving a 
proper Reason to the Body is to be Excluded and deprived of an\ 
Advantage or priviledge. 

2d. That each and every Member blonging t$o this Body is to pay each 
Monthly Night Two pence Ster. whether present or absent to the good 
of the Body in order to relieve Indigent Brothers or any Nesessary 
wanted for t,he use or good of the Lodge. 

3d. That any Br .  refusing to pay to the Treasurer or Secretary the above 
MentIioned sum of Two pence Monthly is to be Considered no longer 
a Member of this Body nor Tntit~led to a Certificiite or any Prevelege 



or  Advantage belonging to this Lodge unless i t  can be made appear 
his Circumstances won't admit of. 

011 piiges 51-55 of thv numbered pages ;tppch;irs a fair copy of' ii set of By-liiws, 
evidently adopted during the year 1783. It is mude up as follows :- 

Regulations of 27th December, 1764 : Nos. l ,  2, 3, 5, 6,  7 ; No. 8 amended 
to make the night of meeting the last Tuesday of every month. Then Nos. 9 and 
10 of 1764, followed by :- 

'Tis further agreed that any Member who Abscents himself iind 
does not make his Accts. Clear Every Quarter, & Does not attend 
Without A Lnwf~il  Reason is to be Excluded, Which excuse must be 
sent to the Body tlhen meeting. 

The second ' Artickle ' of 26th January.  1778, follows, amended :- 

. . . None made in the year 1783 To Receive Any Bounty until1 t h e  
Year 1784. 

Then the third and fourth Artickles of 1778, ;imended :- 

Baring in Case of Sickness or Some Material Buisness. 

Then the fifth Artickle of 1778, after which :- 

14. Resolved that  we t>he undernamed having a Thorough respect &. 
Veneration for the Antient & Honourable Bocly of Free Rlasons Will 
to t.he Vtmost of our power Stxive to prevent any Missunderstanding 
between the Bretheren As  far as in our power lies. 

Resolved that  for the bet'tm Carring the Preceding Resolutions into 
Effect We will t&e no notice of Any faults hitherto Committed by any 
of the Bretheren Belonging to our Lodge but t,liat t>o prevent any 
Anuimosity ;incl for the Benefit, of Which W e  will admit no person 
Who we arc not fully convinced has a Due Venerat,ion for the Noble- 
inst?itution of which he is a Member. 

Resolved that  Those Re~olut~ions are not entered into Through motives 
of pride-Envy-Jlalice-JTatrecI or Tllwill to Any Man but merely 
for the purpose of Making Masonry ans'.  the End for which it was 
Origionally Instituted NAMELY To Do Justice, Love Stercy and to. 
W a ~ l l i  humbly in the Sight of God and Miin. 

The d a t t  of these revised By-laws, as regards the latest limit, is fixed by 
the following res~lut~ion,  which is inserted at  the foot. of the page :- 

A Resolution Entered into the 27th Day of Jany .  1784 Lodge in 
Ample form Viz. tha t  the Hour of Our Meeting from the Above. 
Date to the first. Day of Ju ly  Shall be presisely a t  the hour of 7 O'clock 
the nonattencla~~ce of Said hour by iilly member the Said Men-iber Shall 
be lible to the Censure of Said Body. 

I t  is difficult now to say what jirecisely an old-time Irish Secretary, in a 
country Lodge especially, meiint by such a phrase as " Ample form " : possibly 
simply that  the Lodge was opened with full ceremonial. I n  Rat.hfirland, Co. 
Down, which, even in the eighteenth century, was a vigorous Masonic centre, the 
phrase " Due form ' '  is used to-day when the Lodge is opened by the ruling 
Master in person : if a ' .  fit & proper substitute " acts for him, the  Lodge is 
said to be opened G in form. " 

The first Cash Account, commencing with September, 1 7 6 5  gives some 
entries re1:iting to expenditure on equipment : - 



A List of What. Cash is Now Lcvy'cl for the Use 
this Freternity 

Sepr. Meeting In the 1 Fands of Br. Thos. Martin 

Octobr. 28th 
Nomber 25 
Dec: 27 

I n  the -[lands of Brother Robt. Hasstiugs 
Which have been Expended for this Book 
With Brother Sam Chiimbers in Cash 
for the Ainplimt8. Made by Brot,her Williamson 
Paid by Brother San1 Chambers 
MO. in Cash With B : Sam Chambers 
MO. in Cash With Do. 

Recd in Cash 
Recd in Cash 
Recd in 110. 

Paid for this Book 
to Br. Williarnson for the Amplimts 
to Br. Martin for the Chest & locks & Hinges 

A Complimt. Made of the Poles & Truncheons to the 
Freternity Grattis by B.". Thos. Martin for Wch. we 
Return Thanks. 

The use of the familiar three clots at such an early date is startling: such do not 
appear to be used elsewhere in the Records, and this solitary instance may have 
been pure inadvertance on the part of the Secretary. 

Entries of sums received, or paid, down to November, 1767, occur on this 
and the following page, but. without any clue as to their purpose, except tlhree 
sums of 2/8* paid by John Quail. on 24th February, 31st. March, and 28th April, 
1766: evidently for esich of his three steps. 

Fairly regular accounts of money received were kept, but of expenditure 
hardly any have survived. except on pp. 187-188: the missing pages may have 
contained accounts from which many interesting items might have been drawn : - 

Disbursements for Lodge No. 367 Jtiny. [ ? ] 26th 1776 [ ?  ] 
Jany. 26th. Paid for Locks to Airs. Meclinche Â£0 2. 9 

Paid for put,ing on the Locks and 
the Boy for Removeing the Chist 0 .  1.  l 
Spent in Br. Bassetts a t  the Moveing the Chist 0. 0. 63 
Spent at  tthe Delivering the Chist 

l 
0. 1. l 

to Nails for putking on tlhe Locks 0. 0. 1 
- 

0. 5. 7 
Augt. 30 Laid out for Wax and Paper 2 
Oct. 26 Given to help to Bury Thos. Caghey 3. 3 
Teby. 1 1777 [ ?  1 Paid for 3 Rods l .  74 
Novr. 15 1776 paid for Sailing wax 0. 0. 3 

paid for a Bible 0 .  2. 2 
June 26 1777 pilid fo r  Cross pens, to John Robson 0 10 
Ju ly  28 paid for two Locks 2. 2 

? 1777 for Gloves to Revd. John Dickson 1 .  1 
To Black Ribbins 64 



Locks figured fairly frequently, and apparently, at times, a forcible ' audit ' was 
carried out, for we find an entry :- 

1775 
Jaury .  30 By Cash in the Chist when broke open 1. 6. 64 

The  three rods purchased in February. 1777 (the exact year is difficult to make 
out) are rather a conundrum : we find in the first Cash Account tha t  Poles- 
presumably for the Deacons,-and Truncheons-for the Wardens,-were presented 
by Rr. Martin. We also find three rods mentioned on other occasions:- 

1786 
Febry. 28 By 3 roods 
1786 Feby. 28 By painting 3 Rods 

I n  a little pamphlet by the late R.W. Bro. F. C. Crossl& " Local Evidence 011 

the  Connection between Craft  Masonry and the Higher Degrees " to which my 
i~tt~ention was drawn by Bro. Jenkinson, of Armagh, we find, referring to  
Lodge 888 (Armagh Militia, 1800-1845) : " Amongst the relics of this Lodge 
. . . three wands, coloured respectively blue, red and black." The date, 1777, 
however, is some twent,y years before the earliest entry referring to the Royal 
Arcli degree, and while the " Black Ribbins " may have been for Templar demits, 
they are just as likely to have been for mourning. 

Even early in the Lodge's career there appears to have been trouble over 
money matters, as is evidenced by the  resolutions adopted from time to time 
concerning members i n  arrears. Trouble arose early with Grand Lodge over 
dues: the following copy of a letter is entered on page 190 (upside down) :- 

A Copy a Letter Sent to  M". Calders 11th Ju ly  1767 

l)". Sr. W e  Yor. Humble & honest Brothers Belonging to No. 367 Held 
in Downpatrick Wrote to you Some time Since but had not the favour 
of any Answ*. We have Since Reasoned i t  wa.s our fault for not 
paying the Postage as was Advertised. We Ever have & Intends 
Behaveing as a Regular Body of free & Accepted Massons & hopes to 
Abide by that  Constitjution. Yo". Correspondence kept with us  wou'd 
be a Great Satisfaction to us. What  Dues are Due by us you may 
Expect Will be honour:ibly paid Since we had the  favour of Seeing 
you. I11 tu rn  Samll. Chambers is Now Master. I Dr. S .  Remain 
Sec'y. as you ordered & hopes Ever to Copy the Noble Principals you 
Abide by Whilst I am &c. &c. 

Bro. John Calder was elected Grand Secretary in 1757. and in 1764 visited Lodges . 
in the North of Ireland, tlo collect dues, and assert the  authority of Grand Lodge 
in distant localities. John Jones was elected Grand Secretary in 1767, and 
appointed Calder as  his Deputy. Calder's services had not proved altogether 
satisfactory, and the failure to reply mentioned by the brethren of 367, may have 
been a n  instance. 

Bro. Thomas Corker was appointed Deputy Grand Secretary in February, 
1768. by Bro. Charles Vallancey, G.S. ,  and the following year lie made a. similar 
journey to the north and also visited 367. On the  back of the tenth leaf of this 
volume, in  Bro. Corker's own handwriting, we find :- 

Recd. from Br .  James Smith Mr. of No. 367 Fourteen Shillings and 
Seven Pence half Penny in full for Grand Lodge Dues to the 27th 
December last, also reccl. Five Shillg8, and five pence for the registry 



of Bro. John Qurtil, Hugh Gordon, George Bassett, John Grahiiin, and  
St .  John Harvey. D". putrick the 6th day of J u n e  1769 Nine. 

Thos. Corker. I).G.Secr. 

1. 0. 04 
Bro. Corker's visit wns procluctive of good, for a t  least some hazy attempt 

a t  system is evident in the keeping of the Lodge records for some time after this  
date. Tlie back of the eleventh leaf is numbered 1, and the paging then runs 
throughout the book. The officers iind members are set out on one page, and 
011 the following an nccount of monies received, as dues and initiation fees. 

Page 12 contains a list of members for 1772, with twelve monthly columns 
showing dues paid : in t<he case of new members Entrl.. Past ,  Raisd.-or Joined, 
in the case of affiliates. By 1779, however, the scribe had wearied, and page 21 
contains a list of members, notes of degrees, and on whom conferred, jotted down 
ill :I most ' throughother ' fashion ! 

From the membership of twenty-eiglit on Sfc. John's  Diiy, 1765, the  
nun~.bers had dropped to twelve in 1770 ; three of whom were ' entd ' on 27th 
December of thiit year:  the remaining nine being the five brethren registered by 
Corker in .Tune, 1769, witli Samuel Chambers. J:imes Smith. Robert Linlon and 
John Rea,: the latter four all recorded as being present on 27th December. 1765. 

The following year the numbers are still twelve! Br*o. Linton having 
dropped out, and Bro. Vernon McC;illum having affiliated : Lodge not. stated. 
Bro. Linton's name re-appears in 1772 : ii couple of initiates in January,  and  
during the year three more candidates came forward, and two brethren affiliated. 

Progress was thenceforward steady, the numbers on the roll being a s  
follows:-1773, 25: 1774, 1 8 .  1775. 20: 1777. 2 3 ;  1778, 28; 1779, 27 .  1780, 
20 members present a t  November meeting, 1781, 38, and 1782, 39. 

The jump in numbers about 1780 is probably due t,o the enthusiasm 
engendered by the Volunteer movement-, of which, however, not ;i hint appears 
in the records of the Lodge. 

About 1777, too, we begin to find names that  are distinctly Papist, in 
spite of By-Law No. 4, of 1764 : it is only fair to add that  this By-Law w:is 
subsequently scored out by some brother, who realised how un-Masonic i t  was, 
with such vigour, as to render it well-nigh undecipherable. At. any rate. from 
this date on. we find names like Murphy, 1):irbv. Dorri:in, McCann, McC'i~rttin, 
M ~ N i i ~ ~ l a r i i ,  Riiffety, and so on, which are characteristically Roman Catholic. 
That this adn~ission was more than ;a mere gesture is shown by such members 
attaining t,o office: John Connor was W.M. in 1777, '78, and '79:  and in 1784 
both Wardens and the Senior Deacon bore typical Catholic surnames. 

Officers were elected ainnially about New Year : sometimes a t  the S t .  John's  
Day festival in December, sometimes a t  the January  meeting: but one or two 
entries show that  the brethren did not hesitate to Iny down the law t o  their 
officers, not excepting the all powerful Master himself: - 

On Mond:iy the 26th day of Novr. 1781 being Lodge nigh of the Body 
of No. 367 T t  was unanimously agreed that  Mr. W"'. Sloane of Down- 
patrick be appointed Master in the place of Mr. W'Â¡ Miller superseded 
that  Archbd. Eager [ s i c ]  be appointed Senr. Warden & George 
Robinson be appointed J u n r .  Warden that  Hugh Taylor by his own 
Consent is thought worthy to be continued as Secratary Luke Murphy 
Senr. Decon & James Lemon Junior Decon Signed by the prest then 
Worshipful Master & Members present & Samuel Chambers Treasurer 
as the only person Qualified to Act in tha t  office 

Master 
[ N o  signatures] Wardens 

Treasurer 
Members. 



Again : - 
A t  A Meeting of The Master & Wardens of Lodge No 
Ample form 011 the 27th Day of January 1784 the follow 
Were l<ntrecl into Vnanimousely 

. 367 Lodge in 
i n g  Resolutions 

1 B~ . Resolved unanimously that Brother Aiger * Shall 
for Said Body for Said Year 84. 

2. Resolved unanimously that  13rs. Donuan & Carrol Shall act as 
Wardens for Said Body Duri i ig the  Sp;ice of one yenr from this Said 
Date being the 27th Junuary 1784. 

3 .  Resolved thitt Bro. Luke Murphy ife John  Robinson [ s q  Shall act 
as Deakens for Said Body During the Space of 0m1 Year from the 
Date above being the 27th Day of Jami;iry 1784. 

4. Resolved that  Br .  .Jas. Rirhardson Shall ;ict as Sect'^. for Said 
liody During one year from the Date iibove being the '27th Day of 
January  1784. 

5. Resolved thtit if any of the Above- Officers Shall net Impropperly 
or Contrary to the Rules of Sd. Body Shull be Lible to the Censure of 
Sd.  Body. 

Naturally, not a hint of esoteric mutters is to be found, but i t  is evident 
that. the expression " made a Freeni;i.son " meant in those diiys, three distinct, 
steps. The first candidate whose name occurs is : - 

John Quail Ent,red 24 February 1766 

and in the first cash account we find John Quail paid three sums of 2/84 each, 
on 24th February, 31st March, and 28th April respectively. As there were 
evidently " Monthly Nights," it. is a fair inference that  Bro. Quail paid half-a- 
crown for each step as he got i t ,  the full fee, as laid down in By-Law No. 7 of 
1764 being 8/14 (or 7 /6  British coinage). 

From Bro. Quail's initiation to the end of the book, the names of seventy- 
six candidates occur; incidentally, it may be remarked that ,  of these, only ten 
were registered 111 the Rolls of Grand Lodge. Two others, in  1776, are recorded 
as having paid 1 / 1 each for registry, but  the Secretary evidently failed t o  forward 
t.he names. 

I t  is difficult to trace exactly how each candidate progressed through the  
various grades of the Order. but  a careful examination of this volume gives the  
folloding facts : - 

30 cases : the dates of three ceremonies are given, termed " Entered. ' 
Passed," " Raised." 

*Hro. Archibald Eager  was the  writer'"' great-great-grandfather, on both fa ther ' s  
and mother's side his yr:inc1iii1~tlicrs liuving been full cousnis : he was initiated in 
Lodge 367 in the  year 1779, a n d  continued his connection therewith till h i s  death in 
1838. H e  served ;is Worshipful Master on n o  fener  than  seven occasions, :iiid 
frequently held office in the  subordinate stations. His brother ,John w a s  also a member, 
as  were a t  least four of h i s  sons. I n  the  next generation, however. Orangeisni had 
become strong, and through i t  no more Edgars, i ts  the name now is, were made in 367. 
It was a family tradition t h a t  their ancestor came from Holland in the  t ra in  of 
William l i t . ,  hence, possibly, their attraction towards the  Order which holds his name 
in  halloivecl ineniory. A t  any rate,  when a direct descendant joined our Order. he 
went to another Lodge. much t o  the  disgust of those who knew t h e  family's coimecfcion 
with 367. However, another Archibald is now running about.  with as vet no idea that .  
such ;I th ing as  the Craf t  cxists, a n d  when he desires to  join our Order,  care will he- 
taken t h a t  his steps are guided in the  r ight  patli. 

Other connections of the  writer,  both by ninrriagc and blood, a re  t o  be found on- 
the Roll of 367: nor is this exceptional, inany another case of vuccessive generations 
in  the one Lodge can be traced. I n  filet, in n neighbonrine; district ,  no fewer th:m 
seven generations of one family in  direct line 1i;ivc been traced, though, owing to  Lodges 
dying out,  tliev were not all made in the  one Loclge. 



16 eases : a similar progress may be inferred from the fact tha t  each candidate 
paid the sum of 2/84 on each of three occasions, commonly a t  monthly 
interviils: or where recorded in tabular form, t h r e e  columns are ruled, , 

headed respectively E. P. and R . :  and payments entered under each 
heading. 

Of the remaining candidates: for eight the date of Entry  alone is  
recorded, and three, Entered and Passed only. Tliese records are 
probably incomplete, as from the data available it does not necessarily 
follow that  these candidates stopped short in their careers. 

Tliree cases only vary from the general rule:  one brother is recorded 
as being Entered, Passed and Raised a11 one date:  another Entered 
and Passed on one, and Raised a t  a subsequent meeting: the third, 
Entered at. one, Passed and Raised a t  another. 

The remaining sixteen cases are mere mitmes, and i t  is impossible to  
say how or when the degrees were conferred. 

Thus it is evident tha t ,  during the period covered by the first volume, the rule 
i n  367 was to confer three distinct steps, and that. to be " made a Mason " 
entailed all three. 

What exactly t'hese, ceremonies comprised i t  
evidence of the records, but  in the  second volume 
occurs: so sudden and definite t'hat, coupled with 
to  a complete reform in working. 

is impossible to say from the  
a distinct change in practice 
other circumstances, i t  points 

VOLUME 11. 

is of narrow oblong shape, the pages now being 64 inches wide by 16 inches deep, 
without any rulings. 

The back of the first leaf bears :- 

LODGE 
No. 367 crudely printed, and a number of vague scribblings, e . g .  

James McFadden 
is a good boy and hee is wise 
but foolish when he gets a drop 

Drink. 1st Dec. 1788. 

Money makes 
Cloth Shapes 
the Man a well as 
hee Can Marry. 

Divide 2OE. between 4 Men Give the first ]\']an the 112 the Second 
113 & the third 114 & the fourth 1/5 .  What  is Each Mans Share in  
preportion 

156 
first Mans Share 7 .  9 - 

308 

104 
Second Mans Share 5. 2 - 

308 

232 
Third Mans Share 3 .  10 - 

308 

Fourth Minis Share 



Evidently the old-time members did not neglect the fourth of the Liberal Art's 
a n d  Sciences ! 

On the opposite page, front of second leaf, is :- 

A Book Containing the Regulations 
of Lodge No. 367 from tlie L;ist 
Tuesday of >larch 1784. 

The front of the  third leaf co11ttiins:- 

A list of the  Members Belonging to L. No. 367 
rumiing from No. 1 to No. 44, followed (in different ink) by 79 : the numbers 
corresponding with the  numbers of the pages folowing, one page being allotted to 
each member. 

Nos. 1 to 37 were evidently all written at the same time, and all occur in 
tlhe first volume. Nos. 37-41 are in  a similar but not identical hand, and while 
there is no record of their initiation or affiliation in Volume II., I have been 
unable t o  trace them in  Volume I. 

Nos. 42, 43. and 44 in this Index do not occur in. the Records a t  all, but 
on page 42 we find :- 

42 45 John  Sneer 
43 
44 
All belongs 
to Kilmore 
bu t  we put 
45 & 46 in their place. 

The last name, W". Cleland, numbered 79, occurs on Folio 56. The 
numbering of the pages is not regular : the back of t+he third leaf is numbered 1 ,  
and the sequence holds to 23, followed by 27; 42, as above, is re-numbered 45, 
and beginning with page 55 the book is numbered by folios, and opened Dr. & Cr. : 
as a rule one name to each folio. A number of pages are missing, as indicated 

by Folio 79 (L) followed by 80 (R) 
88 (L) 90 (R), while Folios 98 and 120 e:ich 

occur twice. 
This volume was evidently intended to contain a record of each member's 

career : typical entries are : - 
55. 

1784 
Sept. 21 Thos. Blear I)". 

Enterd 2. 84 
Past  2. 84 
Raised 2. 84 

Â 8. 1 4  
S .  d.  

To Sundries Settcl. acct. 5. 8 

l786 
Octr .  2 

11 

Nov. 6 

l789 

Janry.  5 

8 1 
James McFaden 
Reported by Hamilton 

:\4artin and Deposited 
t,he Sum of [ - S / ' ( : ]  

S. d .  
Entra.  S .  d .  

& Passd. 5. 5 
Raised 2 .  84 8.  14 

Due for his Dinner 
on S t .  J ' s  Day 

Dec. 25/88 l .  4 

1784 Contra Cr. 
Sept,. 21 for Cash Rec. 2. 84 

for Cash R,ed. 2 .  84 
for Cash Recd. 2. 84 

81. 
Contra Cr. 2 .  84 

l786 
Nov. 6 By Cash 5 .  5 



When a brother took over the duties of Treasurer, 11o kept his accounts- 
such as they were-on his own page and folio in this book, except when he held 
office so long that  one folio was not big enough. 

A few notes of trials occur, iind i l  new Code of Hy-Laws. These were 
quit8e different from those adopted in 1783, and immecliat,ely following we read :- 

The foregoing Resolutions after being read were unanimously agreed 
to by the undersigned Members this 25th Day of January 1785 (it 
being the Alonthly Meeting). 

Fifty-one signat,ures follow: some are of members who appear to have been 
initiated after the above date,  so tha t  evidently i t  was the rule even then for a. 
member, a t  some stage of his career, to signify his assent to the l3y-Laws by 
signing a copy of them in the Lodge Book. 

The Laws were altered from time to time, but in tlio main this 1785 f'ocle- 
remained in force right up to t41ie end of the period covered by Volume V.,  and  
presumably some time lifter : how long, owing to the loss of subsequent volumes, 
it is impossible to say. 

The following is, as acc~ra t~e ly  :is can be :iscertained, tlhe original versiou- 
of these Laws : - 

Bye Laws for Down Lodge No. 367 

Is'. That Every Person propos'cl its ii candidate for Admission Shall; 
Deposit the sum of 2s .  S^. the Monthly Night whereon he is proposed, 
:1,11d if found acceptable to the Master wardens & Brethren, he shall 
be Admitted the Monthly Night following, or if he chooses to call 
a Night of Imergency in the Intermediat-e time to be at. his own 
Expencc, he paying for admission the sum of 16.3 of which sd half 
crown formerly deposited Shall stand as part  payment. 

[The deposit money was subsequently altered to 515. the lustm. 
clause scored out, and t4he following substituted : -' ' Â£1 2.  9' 
Exclusive of the Crown originally deposited. " ] 

2nd. Th;it every Member attend a t  the L o d g ~  room every Monthly 
Night precisely a t  the hour appointed by the Master in decent apparel 
& perfectly sober that  t h e  business of the Lodge may commence and be- 
Ended a t  u seasonable time and any member absenting himself on 
said Nights shiill forfeit the siiin of 64'. for each Night and if he- 
Neglect to pay sd. Fine every three mouths at Least he shall be' 
considered as self Excluded & treated accordingly. 

[Altered by inserting " without a sati~fact~ory reason " before* 
" shall forfeit . . . " : last clause deleted and " he sh.ilT 
be reported to the Committee by the Sectry." substituted.] 

3. That when the Lodge is opened every Member must observe due 
Silence properly respect'ing the chair and not. Move from place to place- 
without permission obt,:iined [the remainder, four and a half lines, 
scores out. so as to be quite illegible, and " from tche Master or his- 
Deputy " inserted]. 

4. That any Member appearing drunk a t  the opening of the Lodge' 
will not. be admitted that Night & Shall pav the sum of ls. Id. for said 
offence & if found to continue the practise to he expelled ns a n  Improper 
Member of such society, and the person who shall so far  insult the 
Meeting as to mise Disputes subversive of Decency ;md good order shall 
first, be finned l" .  Id .  & i f  he shall Murmur or show dissatisfaction or. 
refuse to pay Said fine tha t  lie shall be Imediately expelled said society 
and his Name and the Nature of his offence reported to the Gram? 
Lodge there to be in record against him for Ever. 



5t.hly. That any Member who shall swear or blaspheme while the  
Lodge is open shall for the first Oath forfeit I d .  for the second 2". for 
the third the  remainder of the British sixpence. 

[" & for every Succeeding Oath one British Sixpence " added] 

6. That whatever Grievance or Disput,e may arise shall be reported 
to a Cornmitttee [. . . blotted out . . . ]  & Whoever refuses to 
comply with tIhe Decisions of sd. Committee shall be considered ils a 
disturber of the 1l:irmony that  ought to submit amongst Brothers and 
expelled accordingly. 

[" expelled " dr l~t#ed,  and " treated " substituted] 

7. That  the Master Give orders tqo the  Secretary t,o have all the 
members summoned to the Lodge Room the Mont,hly Night before the 
two S t .  John 's  Days, then & there to consider & fix upon Matters for 
Dining toget,her or :my other business proper for tohe occasion and any 
Member who will not pay due attention to his Summons shall be 
Expelled with every circumst~ance of disgrace. 

[last line deleted, sincl "Subject  to the decision of sd 
Committee " inserted] 

8. That the Master if desired shall give the Lodge a Satisfactory 
Account Every Quarter of iill the Money received and paid out for the 
Lodge. Every new admitted Brother tro pay the Secry. one British 
shilling & Every brother who shall draw or Lodge a Certificate one 
British Shilling. 

(N.B. the Secrety, is to purchase out of sd piiylllent paper Ribbons and 
Wax-for Certificates) 

9. That any Member who shall be found so mean as to disclose nny 
Transaction of the Lodge (Even to a n  :ibsent b r ~ t ~ h e r )  shall be held 
unworthy of such Society and censured as a Committee shall think 
Proper. 

N o .  9 struck ont] 

10. That  the Tyler is to receive from Every New-admited Brother 
Is. l". Every Night of Imergcncy Do. & Every Monthly Night. 1". Id. 
from the Body a t  Large. 

11. That the Sectry. is to read these Regulat,ions evrry Monthly Night 
Imediately after the Lodge is open. 

The members' signatures follow, and on the next page uppears : - 

Resolution Attend And Agreed hy the  Committee undersigned tha t  the 
Books is to be R e g ~ l a t ~ e d  Every Monthly inght & t'he Money Lodged 
in  the Chest & tha t  All the Money that  is Due the Book be Paid before 

[Three lines follow which have been struck out, iind instead 
we have : - 

the first Monday in February. & that  the Sectry is here by Impowered 
and authorised to Summons Every man who is in an'cin' for t4he Purpose 
of Discharging sd. Acc. 

Thos. Ranson Sectry. 
Don a t  Our  Lodge t8his 4th Day of Jany .  1790. 

I t  seems somewhat remarkablc' tha t  a little over i t  year after the 1764 By-Laws, 
and snbseqnent iicklitions had been codified as in Volume I. ,  a n  entire new 
version should have been adopted. 



The " admission money " is now doubled, though, so far as records are  
preserved, the law was first enforced 22nd December, 1785, when one Jacob Winte,  
' Shipp Master," was Entered, Passed and Raised. 5th .January. 1786, 
" Edwd. Isaac of 9 Regt. foot " was "' Enterd Pnssd," and paid 10110. Tlie 
fee then reverted to 8/14 until 5th January,  1789, when James Forbes 61st Regt?. 
was " Entd.  Pasd." and paid 11/44. From this date to  the end of the period 
covered by Volume I T .  the fee was 1613; usually iillocated 10110 for " Entered 
& Passed," and 5/5 for " Raised " : though when the cai~didat~es were unable to 
pay the whole fee a t  once i t  was paid in all sorts of odd sums. 

Bye-Laws 2 and 4 refer to a failing of the tIimes: i t  nnist also lie 
remembered that  the sliores of Strangford Lough and Dundrum I3ay, within easy 
reuch of Down, were inhabited by i i  race of enthusiastic ' Free Traders.' Many 
a cargo of French bra11dy and Ilutch gin mr:xs run under the very iloses of Hugh  
Hill, Esq., and his successors: not a few of whom were members of old 367. 

The 'wording of .by-Law 3 calls for more consideration: why " Master or 
his Deputy " ?  If the Deputy were simply ;i brother appointed to take the 
]\laster's place in his unavoidable absence, why mention both ? Or can we infer 
that. each had a specific duty.  botth being present, and that  part  of the work wits 
under the supervision of the blaster, and part under tha t  of the Deputy? A 
remarkable omission in the new code is the second ' Artickle " of 1778, providing 
for tlhe division of accumulated funds amongst the brethren of the Lodge. 

No. 7, providing for the observance of the tlwo St.. J o h n ' s  Days, is new : 
and i t  may be reiuiirked, in passing, that. though the practice has long ago died 
out.  provision is still 111i>de for i t  in our By-Laws of to-day. ' 

From the well-thumbed state of the pages, i t  is obvious that  By-Law 11 
v a s  strictly observed, and the By-Laws of the Lodge read every monthly night?. 

Turning to the metlhocl of i~npi~r t ing  the degrees, we find the period covered 
by Volume 11. was largely one of transition. 

A t  first, three distinct ceremonies, termed respectively Ent,ered, Passed and 
Raised, each a t  a separate meeting, are recorded, just as in  the previous volume. 
About June,  1784, we find a number of curious entries, which appear to niesiii 
tliat the order was Entered. Raised and Passed 1 There are five in all. and all 
of the same dates:-Entered 28th June,  Raised 8 th  Ju ly ,  Passed 14th J u l y .  I t .  
S probably a slip on the part of tlie Secretiiry. 

We then revert to the old practice of Entered, Passed and Raised, until 
in March, 1785, the rule quite suddenly changes to " Entered and Passed," .it 
one meeting, and " Raised ' a t  a subsequent one. Out of fifty-two candidates 
between March, 1785. smd November, 1790, thirty-eight received the degrees in 
this manner. Of the remainder, a few are soldiers, and exceptional cases, such 
as " Thomas Bowan of Strangford, Esq.," who was Entered, Passed and Raised 
on l 1  t h  July,  1789. 

On 2nd October, 1786, we find James McFadden " Reported " . lie was 
Entered and Passed on the 11th of the same month, and Raised on 6th Novein 
From this on, the date of the Report, or proposal, is usually given, becoming 
regular pritctice from 1788. 

No entry in Volume 11. is found relating to the I?,oy:tl Arch : and 
following are the only reference's to degrees otlior than tfhe Craft :- 

[Cash Accounts, 17841 
Mar. 29 By Cash pd. J.  Speer on acct. of N. Tepler 21. 2 

Possibly a fee paid to a brother coming some distance to confer the degrees. 

>er. 
the 

the 

9 

A list of these Members tha t  mean to be Made Night Templers ag:iinst 
10 June  1789 

Thos. Ranson 
Chas. Edmondson 
Robt. Jordan [signatures'] 



The Rolls of the Grand Lodge of Ireland show that from the 2nd April. 
1776) to 18th October, 1788, not ;L member was registered by 367 : on the latter 
date two members were registered, and on 18th November, 1788, a batch of 
tlwenty-two : twenty-one of these appear in the Records as :- 

A List of Registry dated 12 November 1788. 

The Lodge had apparently ignored Grand Lodge for years, and t h e  Warrant was 
evidently in peril ! Only a few entries in the records shed a fitful gleam of light 
on this phase of the Lodge's history : - 

[l788 Jany. 201 Recd. from Archy Aiger on account. 
of R.eviving tlhe Warrant 1. 2. 9 

Brother Darby for Ye Revive1 of Ye Warnt. ye First & Â S. cl. 
a Honest Brother this 5 Day of Feb. 1787 0. 1. 1 

The Minntes of the Grand Lodge of Ireland, under date 17th April, 1788, 
record :- . 

Read :I Petn. of the Mr. & Ws. of No. 367 praying the Gd. Lodge to 
receive three guineas in lieu of their Arrears-Ordered that the sd. 
sum be recd. on Act. & t?hat the rest be paid by Inst'alments. 

Ill the Lodge's Cash Accounts for the same year, 1788, we find :- 
May 26 To Expences the day we went to Lord Glerawley's 0. 6. l 

Francis Charles (Annesley) 2nd Viscount Glerawley, who resided, when not in 
Dublin, at  Mountpalither, near dough ,  Co. Down, about five or six miles from 
Downpatrick, was Grand Master of Ireland in 1787 and 1788. 

Alt~get~her ,  one would wish that the worthy Secretaries during the period 
had not been quite so careful to observe the traditional Irish Masonic caution in 
what they committed to writing. One would like to know more about the sudden 
change in the inimner of conferring the degrees, the new By-Laws, the tardy 
recognition of their allegiance to Grand Lodge, and their interview with the 
Grand Master. 

From the scanty nature of tlie Records, it is perilous to theorise: but i t  
seems fairly evident that the years 1785-88 saw a reform in the Lodge's way of 
working, probubly an effort to make it correspond with Metropolitan usage. Very 
possibly this was due to the Grand Master himself. he had intimate connections 
with Downpatrick, not only as a Territorial magnate on the Grand J T I ~ ~ ,  but he 
had represented the Borough in the Irish House of Commons from. 1761 till he 
succeeded to the Visco~lnt~y in 1770. And Down was one of the only two ' pot 
walloping ' boroughs in Ireland, so that to secure the support of the free and 
independent electors bespeaks some degree of connection with the old city. in- spite 
of the high degree of skill attained by electioneering agents of those days ! 

One or two items of general- interest occur in this volume. I n  olden 
times the Master of an Irish Lodge, to be properly clothed as the 
repre~entat~ive of King Solon~on, was ;irrayed in a scarlet cloak, and a top ha t ;  
some old Lodges still have their cloaks, and :i few are carefully preserved as 
relics, but most have gone the  way of all things. I n  the year 1790, one Peter 
Hodges, who was evidently n tailor, sought admission to 367, and in the account 
of his fees we find :- , 

By Stuff for a Cloak Â£0 17. 0 

I n  the accounts for the same year : - 

Dec. 16 By Paid for Making the Cloak 
June 24 To Paid for Armon for the Cloak 

1 Prior t o  1796: a n y  male inhabi tant  who paid tlie taxes known as  " scot & lot ' '  
and boiled a pot," ).P,. hsul :I cooking lilnce of his own-hence " potwn,lloper 'l-u'as 
entitled to  vote a t  Parliamentary elections for the  representation of the  borough. 



This word ' (  Arrnon " puzzled me for a long time, bu t  I have come to the 
conclusion that  it was a gallant attempt on the part  of the Secretary to spell 
' ermine " as locally pronounc'ed ! 

[l7841 Oct. 26 to Glace for t'he Warrant, 0. 10 

This is a sidelight showing how Irish brethren of olden da,ys regarded their 
Charter: it was always framed, or kept. in a case with a sliding lid, and displayed 
in a conspicuous place while the Lodge was at labour. And,  i t  may be added, 
at. a certain stage in the  ceremonies, the phrase " under tlie Warrant  of his 
. .edge, ' '  is to this day in 367 no mere figure of speech. 

I t  is to be feared, whatever use was made of the "Wilrrimt in those days, 
i t  suffered in the process. for the " Expence of Glazing the Warrant " recurred 
with suspicious frequency ! 

1 7 8 4 1  Dec. 28 to mending the Drum 4. 6 

0110 would infer that ,  on the public festival of the previous day, the  Brother 
entrusted wit8h ilie care of ensuring the Brethnin kept the right step had fulfilled 
his duties with more vigour than discretion ! 

[l788 ?] Feby. 26 To Paid for Sarge for a pilir Drawrs 0. 1. 10 
Do. To Making Drawrs 0. 0. 10 

The custom of attiring the candidate in a suitable costume persisted in 
many Irish country Lodges till about twenty or thirty years ago. 

At  some time the Secretary has noted down for future use a form of 
])emit : - 

To All Wliome i t  n1:i.y concern 

B- > We the Master & Wardens of Lodge No. 367 do certify tha t  
B 2 Hr. - is n regular registered Master Mason of Our Lodge & 
S during his stay wit11 us behaved as an  honest Dr. Given under 

our l i i ~ l i d ~  & Seal of Our Lodge -- this - day - 17 1 & in Masonry 57 - - 
=G g; - rt- A- B - :\Ir. 

e- ̂  c p- 1)- S .W.  0 G.H.  Sectrs. 
v -  J.W. 

^ 0 
=? 

A slight variation from the form put forward in G.L. Report, 1775 (see 
Lepper & Crossl6, p. 261). 

Also a form of Summons :- 

Lodge No. 367 
You are hereby required personally to attend A t  Your Lodge 

Room in Downpatrick on Tuesday the 28 Inst. a t  the hour of 7 O'clock 
in the Evening on business of Importance herein fail Not. 

Signed by order 
John Nisbitt Secry . 

At times the Lodge rose t o  a print'ed form : - 

117881 May 15 To Paid for Printed Surnons 0. 3. 3 

It is uncertain a t  what period the printing press was first set up in 
Downpatrick. A writer in tlie local paper, the Do1rn Recorder, during 1856, 
giving his reminiscences of sixty t o  seventy years earlier, states tlhat during 
contested elections temporary presses were set up for the prod~ct~ion of broad- 
sheets and other electioneering literature : a couple of specimens relating to the  
election of 1755 are in tlie British Museum. 



# VOLUME 111. 

This is similnr in  size to  the preceding, but. is ruled t'hroughout with cash columns. 

The first entry is dated 10th February, 1791. 

Bro. John Nesbit't [Ent .  27 Jiiu. past 24 Feb. Raised 28 April 1783, 
served as Master, 17881 was elected Secretary for the  year 1791. and held 
the office, combined with tha t  of Treasurer, till his death in 1796. The Lodge 
met in his premises from some time before S t .  John ' s  Diiy, 24th June ,  1790, and 
for some yrars after  his death continued to do so, as we find references too meeting 
' at the Widow Nesbit's.' 

The volume is  numbered by folios, commencing on tlie back of the third 
leaf, and running up to folio 108, after which are fifty-nine leaves un-numbered. 
A blank piige un-numbered occurs between fol. 51 (L.) and (R.) ,  which probably 
slipped in  when the books were rebound in the year 1900. The following folios 
are missing:-54-60, 71-74, 86. 

No names are carried forward from Volume 11. Folio 1 contains two entries, 
where William O'Carrol and John Crolly each " Declared off and got his Certificate 
and paid all arrears." Folio 2 commences the record of members initiated i n ,  
or joining the Lodge from March, 1791. Folio 10 contains the  general Cash 
Account for the Lodge for 1791. 

The By-Laws commence on fol. 90 (R.) : - 

1791 March 1 5 t h . Ã  
Names of the Conlmittee of Lodge No. 367 

Jas .  Richardson Jus. Murray 
C11;is. Edinoiidson Jas .  Cochran 
,Jas. Lenno~i  wnl. Smith 
,John Cumi tie 

And any five of the  above to be a QUORUM. 
, Presumably a Cornmit,tee to revise the By-Laws, but possibly i t  may have been 
the Standing Committee of the Lodge for tha t  year, t o  which all minor Masonic 
offences and disputes were referred for trial. 

The By-Laws as amended follow the 1785 Code pra~t~ically word for word, 
with the following exceptions : - 

Law 1. The deposit 011 proposal of a candidate 5/5  : the full fee for 
initiation being a n  additional Â£1 2. 9. 

This was enforced from the beginning, the first candidate being:- 

1791 Wm. Porter reported by 
July  4th 13r. John Quail & forfit,ed pd. -Â 5 .  5 
Augt,. 1st To Entred & Passed pd. l 5  2 
Sep. 5 To Raised pd. 7 . 7  

Recd. in full J . N .  1. 8. 2 

Law 2.  Fine for lion-at't,endance 64d. 

Law 3.  As amended in 1785 Code. 

Laws 4, 5, 6, 7. As  in 1785. 

Law 8. That Every new i~dn~i t t ed  Brother to pay the  Sectry. One British 
Shilling & Every Brother who shall Lodge ; i  certificate One British 
half crown of which the  Sectry. is to receive one shilling of it & the 
remainder t o  be deposited in the Box. N.B. The Secry. is t o  
purchase paper Ribbons & wex out. of Sd.  payments for Certificate?. 



Law 9 [ l 0  of 1785 Code] That the Tyler is to receive from Every New 
admitted Brother ls. ld. Every Night of Imergency & Every Muuthly 
Night from the Body itt Large. 

By-Law 11 of the old Code, Liying clown that  the Ey-Laws were t o  be 
read each monthly night, drops out. 

Law 10. That all reports of what kind soever are first to be handed to 
tho Master in writing then to the Sectry. (if thought proper by the 
Master) to be road &. afterwards to the Committee if Necessary to  be 
Considered by them. 

Law 11 is No. 9 of the old Code relating t,o brethren divulging the  
proceedings of the Lodge. 

Law 12. Tli:tt while the Members Tile Indiscriminately the Money Subject 
to the Tiler Sliull sow to the publick Stock - 

A number of resolutions adopted at  various diites subsequently :- 

1792 Jamy.  2 .  Resolved 

That Every Absent Nember on the Monthly Nights Appointed shall 
forfeit the sum of 64d. Absent or Present for two Monthly nights 
Successively. If absent three Months to pay the sum of 9. 44. For  
6 Months Double the Scl Sum :wd for Every three Successive Months 
the Scl. Sum of gs. 4 9 .  for every said Successive three Months Absence. 

This rule is a testimony to the strictness with which our old-time brethren regarded 
their duty of attending Lodge. The fine for three months' absence, however, 
seems unduly h e i i ~ y ,  having i'egiird to the value of money a hundred and forty 
years ago. Moreover, while .ill the sums arc given in  Irisli currency ( 1 1 1  
Trish=l/-  British), 9/44 does not correspond with any even SUIT! in British 
currency. Still, there i t  is : the sum is repented in the last line but one, without 
any possibility of doubt .- 

1795 Miiy 4. Ressolvecl that  Every Person who belongs to the Ariney or  
Sea, shall be aclmitt~ed on a n  Emergency. Provided he or the or any 
of them are well recommended by a true Honest Brother 

Morgan Scot<t Mast'. 
James Brett ' S.W. 
John Nixon J .W.  

Signed by order 
John Nisbitt Sect'^. 

Signs of the times I Downpatrick had always been a military station, but trouble 
was brewing ill Ireland in those days. United Irishmen were flourishing: t h e  
Orange Order was soon to be born. virtually in a sectarian riot in  the neighbouring 
county of Armagh. Government, nervous of tlie effect of the French Revolution, 
was suppressing disaffection with a ruthless h a n d ,  and ere long the Insurrection of 
'98 was to burst out when both Down and Antrim me11 were found willing to 
stake their all for their ideals of liinnan freedom. 

The entry is of somewhat more than passing interest. I have been unsible 
t,o trace the name of Bro. Morgan Scott, who was Surveyor of Excise for the  
Strangford District from about 1788, as  initiated in, or affiliated to 367, either in 
the  Lodge's records, or Grand Lodge Rolls. Bro. John Nixon served as J . W .  in 
1794, and was elected S.W. 5th June,  1795. Bra. James Brett was initiated in 
1788, and so f a r  as the records show, did not hold office until 1796, when he  was 
elected Secretary. Bro. Scott, however, was evidently a brother of some repute, 
as he presided, 7th April, 1794, over ;I Committee to t ry  certain members indebted 
to the Lodge, and signed their decision in a fine flowing hand. 



Resolved that  Every Town Member absent 30 Minutes after the t ime 
appointed by the Master or his depety shall pay the sum of 3d. 
Every Country Member absent 60 Minutes shall pay the Sum of 3d. 
the  Master absenting himself 30 shal pity the sum of I*. I d .  
:niy of the Wardens absent 30 Miiiets shal pay the sum of 
all paying fines befor admitted in a n  open Lodge 
The Members belonging to the Army Excepted. 

X .  Jno.  McNeill 
S. Warden John West 
J uiir . Hugh Woods 

James Brett, s e~re t~a ry .  

The officers were those elected for the year. 
1800 Febr. the 3d. 

Resolved by the Members of Lodge No. 367 That no Maison will get 
lave to Visit here More than wanst in the Course of twelve "Months 
without Lodging his Certificate . . . and any Man maid a liaison 
within t'welve Aliles of Downpatrick Shall pay the Sum of B\ lid. for 
Lodging his Certificate. 
N.B. Brethren Belonging to the Army or Sea to be admitted on the 
ould rule. 

Archd. Eager Mr.  
Thos. Ferguson S.W. 
Patrick Cunningham J .W. 

James Brett Secretary. 

This resolution reminds ns of the time when refreshment was an  essential part of 
labour-to perpetrate an  Irishism ! So long as Lodges sat  in taverns, as the only 
premises where rooms suitable for meetings could be found, refreshment was a sore 
temptation to the thirsty souls of those days. Furthermore, quite a number of 
members of 367 hailed from distances of over twelve miles, and travelling to Lodge 
meetings meant for them walking over very indifferent, roads. Thus a visitor 
would be made welcome to the Lodge's hospitality once. but a t  a. subsequent visit 
' a s  expected to pay his share, nnd this law laid it down he was to become an  
affiliated member. 

The increased foe for Masons made within twelve miles of Downpatrick 
is rather interesting: is it the germ of the doctrine of Exclusive Jurisdiction of 
private Lodges 7 

Thirty-nine cundidates are recorded as having been admitted during the 
period covered by t8his volume: in thirty cases the ceremonies were in two steps, 
Entered and Passed a t  one meeting and Raised a t  another : in four cases the dates 
are doubtful, but  the  indications are that  the same tSliiug took place. I n  two 
cases the dates of proposal alone, and in the remaining t-hree the dates of " Entered 
and Passed " alone are given. I n  twenty-nine cases the  date of " Report," i . e . ,  
proposal, is also recorded. 

The rule was evidently mont.11y intervals, c.(i. :- 

1794 J oseph Robinson 
April 7 Reported 
May 5 To Entred & Passed 
June  2 To Raised 

On 8th  August, 1786, i t  was 

Agreed unanimously that  the Nights of Meeting is to be upon the 
First Monday of Every Month. 

so tha t  the dat'es in Bro. Robinson's case were evidently Stated Communications. 



28 Transactions of the Qwztuor Coronati Lodge 

The ceremonies could be performed a t  shorter intervals : John Ranaghan 
was Reported 5th  December 1796, Entered and Passed 7th December, and Raised 
20th December: evidently he wanted to be a fully fledged brother before the  
St. John 's  Day festival. 

Rather more informatioti as to candidates is notled in this volume: the 
brethren did not liesitate to reject unworthy petitioners : - 

1792 Charles M cNail Eeported . 
Dec. 3 Refused for Want  of Character. 

All the same, an occasional black sheep crept i n  : - 
1792 1 lug11 NcAntosh 

Dec. 3rd Entred & Passed [ Neither paid for adniition 

1793 nor got a certificate 
Jany.  6th To Raised , nor Did lie Deserve i t .  

John Nisbitt Sect5'. 

Occasionally we find candidates proposed by brethren of other Lodges:- 

1798 Thornas Hunter Reported by 
0ct r .  1 Brother Pledge of Lodge No. 447 

The same time pd. 

Angt. the 5 John Smith of the 
1 7 9 9  J North Loland f encieables 

Report'ed by Br .  Magnus Vidder 
of Lodge No. 401 on the Register 
of Ireland pd. sa,me time 

An effort was made t80 pay up all arrears of dues to Grand Lodge:- 

1793 Ja.ny. 6 By cash for Lodge dues t,o the Grand 
Lodge by the Hands of Br. Holliday 

March 9 Itecd. by James Brett out of the Chest 
1798 to defray the Lodge dues in Dublin 

by order of the Worl. Master 
Joh.  Robinson and Wardens 
Present Â£7 19. 3 

Witness present 
Jas.  Murray S.W. 
Mich:iel Woods ,l W .  
Thos. Irven S.D.  

Bro. Brett presumably discharged his duty without delay, for eight days later 
we find :- 

March 17 Grand Lodge dues 
1798 To one Henian Rea-son 

To getting the  Naims of the l Regist'ered Members of Lodg - 
No. 367 tha t  was not paid 1 

.Â£5 2 .  11 would be nine and a half years' dues a t  101 10 pcr annum. This would 
carry u s  back to the  lat8ter half of 1788, when, as we saw in the previous volume, 
t*he Lodge was coming to terms with Grand Lodge after ignoring it for twelve 
years. 



Tn the next volume, we find, among debts carried forward from this one :- 

1793 Samuel Hallidsly Recd. from the Lodge 
January to pay Grand Lodge dues he- denirs the l- 

I 3 .  S .  3 
the 23 Money and Never Paid the same 

Now this sum does not represent, any rn~l t~iple  of 10/10-the annual dues-but 
does represent the price of a new Warrant at the time. and there is therefore a 
possibility that  the Warrant  was revived a t  this date. 

As  tt1lere is no hint of this in  the records, and the sum paid by Bro. Brett  
carries us back to 1788, i t  seems more likely tha t  this is merely a coincidence and 
that the Lodge was simply forwarding the hirgest round sum they could afford at 
the time. 

I have been unable to trace how the brethren dealt with IIalliday, who- 
was initiated in 1789, declared off 30th May, 1791, and was registered in Grand 
Lodge 4th J u n e  following. 

The " Hei~liin Reason " was one of the  many editions of Derniott's work- 
pirated or otherwise-which served Irish Lodges in default of an  official pub1ic:i- 
tion of their own. Spra t t ' s  + '  New .Book of Constitutions," published by order 
of the Grand Lodge of Ireland in 1751 was never re-issued : and although 
alterations and amendments were published in the Rules, Orders and Regulations 
of 1768, i t  was not until 1804 that  the title A/n.man h o n  was adopted by t h e  
Grand Lodge of Ireland for the  Constitutions published by Bro. Charles Downes. 

The use of Dern-iott's book, in the meantime, was natural enough, as it 
was based on Spratt 's  version. 

Mi~rch the 9th 1800. 
P d .  the Grand Lodge 1 .  10. 0 
P d .  Backstanding 13egest.r~ 

Money to the Grand 1. 7. 5 

Although on 3rd December, 1795, Grand Lodge had 

Ordered 
That all lodges in this kingdom do register their members within three- 
months after their being raised to the degree of a master llli~scll, under- 
the penalty of $1. 2. 9 each 

all the names of the candidates made in 367 do not appear in Grand Lodge Rolls. 
Bro. Corker, the D.G.S. ,  was get4ting old, and past his work, and may have 
omitted to register names sent up. Registration was fairly regular \ip till 
October, 1792: one name appears in  1795, and in 1800, one on 26th February, 
seventeen on 15th March, and two on 3rd April. This rather looks like another- 
sudden realization of its duties to Grand Lodge on the part  of 367. 

The most striking innovation in Volume 111. is t he  appearance of something 
approaching regular Minutes. On 5th May, 1794, Bro. James Brett  " lodged his.. 
Grand Certificates, " and on 7th March. 1796. was unanimously appointed 
Secretary, in the room of " our late worthy Bro. John  Nesbitt " : he took his new 
duties seriously, and beginning with the date of his appointment we find the-- 
proceedings recorded somewhat as follows, :it least one page being kept for each 
meeting : - 

7th March 1796. 
Lodge 367 A'l e t  pursuant to order Worshipf ull J . Robinson, blaster 

Mem hers present 
[Eleven ~ ~ a n i o s l  

1796 April 4th. 
Lodge Met in form worshipful Robinson in the  Chare. Broather- 
McKey Entred and pased 
Visiting Breathers william hill of Loclg'c No. 222 1- Thindalk 1763-1821 1 
Broather daly of Lodge No. 343 [Everogues Bridge Crossgar 1761 - 185 1 T1 

and on the opposite page t.he names of nineteen brethren present. 



Alay 2d. 1796. 
Lodge Opned in due forem worshipful Broather Robinson in the Chase 
Brotlher Mckeay Raised to the Shublime degree of Mast'er Mason 
Brother Irwen Raised to the degree of Master Masone 

[Names of twenty-three brethren present follow] 

These Mii~ut~es continue throughout the period covered by this volume, 
t h e  only gap being between 4th June and 3rd September, 1798. This was the 
period during which Down was under martial law, owing to the insurrection of 
1798. 

Almost the only hint of the disturbed state of the country contained in 
t h e  Lodge records is : - 

1797 July 3d. 
Lodge in form & assembled at 6 O'clock Joseph Robinson Master 

Sitting Members -Y 
0 .  

George Biirnett 2 & 
Michl. Woods ? % 
Tlanl. Dorean a$ 
James Lcmiin 0 

* 2 
Archd. Aiger 4 S 
Jas. Richardson m 

"0 03 
W'". Cardwell g $ 

Visiting Members 3 2 - 
Pat Watterson 
John Becket 
Peter Cunnigan 

.Resolved that an advertisement shall be prepitred expressive of our 
strong attachment and invariable support of to the Constitution under 
its Origional and uncontaminated principles. Our affection to his 
Majesty and our dissaffection & unanimous Opposition to foreign 
invasion 

That tthe same shall be prepared by Jas. Richardson on or before the 
6th Day of July Inst. 

ROYAL ARCH AND KNIGHT TEMPLAR. 

Thanks to Bro. Brett, we begin to get a little more information about these 
"degrees. His predecessors had evidently been scrupulous to refrain from 
mentioning them. It is unlikely that separate books were kept to record matters 
appertaining to these degrees : cert'ainly none such have survived. 

On fol. 101 (R..) we find t'he following : - 

A Copy of A Royal Arch Super Excellant Mason 
And the Light Shineth in Darkness & the Darkness Comprehended 

it not. 
WC the  High Priest &c. &c. &c. of the Royal Arch Super 

Excellan Masons & Also Knights of Our Roy Encampmt. of Knights 
held under the Sanction of the Grand Lodge Dublin in Ireland do 
here by Attest & Declare that the Bearer hereof brother 
was by us Raised to that Sublime degree of Royal Arch Super excellant 
& Knight Templar he having with Due Honour Skill & f~ r t~ i t ude  
p:issed the Holy Arch & Arived at  the Sublime of A Knight Templar 



& as Such we R8econinic~nd him to All Wort,hy Brothers Roy:~l Arch 
Super Excellan & Knight Templars .Masons Round the Globe 

H.P. 
R.A.C. 
l". G .M.  
2 G.M. 
3 G.M. 

Given under our Hands & Seal of our Lodge & Royal EncampmC. a t  
l )ownpatrick this Day of 179- 

This form of demit is remarkable for the expression " held under the sanction of 
the Grand Lodge." A few demits of much later date have come down to us, 
where the more usual form ' '  . . . held under sunction of Lodge h. ,167 on 
the  ruU of the Grand Lodge . . . " is used. 

1 7 9 9 1  January  t3he 20 Lodge opned in Due form Br.  John McNail in the 
Chare 

Lodge Closed in due form all parted in  good harmony half past seven 
O'clock. 

Br. J:imes McIlroy Raised to  the degree of Royal-arch super Excelent 
and knight templer By Brother hodges of lisburn he lectured on the 
foundation of Mnisonry 

brothers knight t,emplers present 

[Twelve members and two visitors] 

This was an emergency meeting: Bro. Hodges also visited the Lodge a t  the 
following monthly night, 4tlh February, and on 26th April we find :- 

Brother hedges Lectureing on the first second and Third degree of 
JM aisonry 
also on the Degree of Koyal arch Neson Super Excelent. 

Nineteen members of the  Lodge were present, and seven visitors, including " E r .  
Saires of Lodge No. 13 on the Regester of Scothind. " 

Were it not for the two entries relating to  Knights Templar in Volume 11.. 
and the fact that  so many members had already received the degrees, i t  would 
almost appear tha t  the in t rod~ct~ion of tlie R.A.  and K.T. to  367 was due to Bro. 
Hoclges, who was evidently a ritualist of some repute. Lisburn is distnut some 
twenty-one miles from Downpatrick, and unless he had business in the county 
town a t  t he  time, i t  was a longish journey in those days. I t  is also worth 
remarking that  the mention of the Templiu' degree is a t  a considerably earlier 
date than that  of the Royal Arch. 

There is no indication of the Royal Arch legend in vogue: such demits as 
the writer has seen indicate the year A . L .  2600 [B.C. 14001 as the Annns 
O r d i n i s ~ b u t  our old-time brethren's ideas of chronology were often vague in the 
extreme. 

During this period a considerable number of brethren affiliated for longer 
or shorter periods, e . g .  : - 

1794 J u n e  2nd. John Johnston of Lodge 134 [Lm-gan, 1743 t80 date] 
Lodged his Certificate in Our Box & did not pay his half Crown. 

1791 Dec'. 5. Daniel Merroil of Lodge 485 [Portgle~lo~ie 1770-17891 
Lodged his certificate Black &. Red & Lives in Portiferry. 

Portnferry is situate neur the southern extremity of the  Ards peninsul;i, and in 
order to attend 367 Bro. Merron wonlcl have to cover the mile-wide strait :it the 
month of Strangford Lough, where the current runs up to five knots a t  certain 
states of the tide, and face a journey of seven miles by road. so one wonders 
what brought him to 367. 



Five brethren lodged certificates in November and December, 1798: as one 
is described as Sergeant, they were presumably soldiers quartered in Downpatrick 
after the ' troubles.' 

VOLUME 1:V. 

9 March 1800 by Cash for Lodge Book Jiought same time ) 0. 8 .  4 

A folio volume, ruled cush columns: the pages were evidently first numbered 
by folios: and by a later hand by pages u p  to 153 : remainder left with original 
numbering. 

The following pages are missing :-11, 12, 27-32, 41, 42, 47-50, 53, 54, 
57-60, 63, 64, 79-86, 91-96, 126, 127, 144, 145; 109 appears twice. After 
page 153. folio 78 (R..) follows immediately: and t4he following are missing:- 
79 (R.)-84 (L.). 89 (R.)-91 (L.), 92 (R.)-99 (L.) ; 99 (R.) is numbered on reverse 
side 101 : 105 followed by 1 10, 127 by 136, 138 by 140 ; 142 to end-eight, leaves-' 
un-numbered. 

I n  this volume. t'he records are kept on a different p lan:  the Index facing 
page 1 reads :- 

Outstanding Debts 
Brothers Reported 
Cornmitetees 
Brothers admitted 
Charities 
Certificates Lodged 
Certifictites Drawn 
Cash Acct. 
Officers 
Bye Laws 
Tylers Acct. 
Members Attendance 
Visiting Members 
Opening of the Lodge 

Different hands haeve added subsecIiiently : - 

Acct. of Cash in the Chest. 
Entry  of Bro. Names for Colours to the Lodge 
Quartly Nightts 
Nights of Imn~ergenct~y Meeting 
The meeting of St. John's  Day 
Members in Due Time 
Report against Taylor By Br ,  Carroll 
u n  aceL. of the  Paul money 

Knights Ternplars page 152 to 153 

Page 
9 

14 page 25 
3 3 
4 3  
51 
55 
61 
66-74. 101. 141 
87-89 
97 

103 
107-102 
120 
130 

137 
140 
152 
146 
1 18-87 
No. 91 

99 
142 

On the opposite page is tin index in the handwriting of Bro. Urett, referring to  
the earlier (folio) paginatfion. 

Though we find an entry in tAe previous volume : - 

Jarnes Brett Resines KS being Secret;i,ry September tlie 2d (1799) 

he evidently coi~t~inued to discharge the dutlies for some months longer : but  was 
succeeded by Bro. Peter Daly, who, with two otohers, " lodged his certificate " 
from No. 343 on 3rd February, 1800. This Lodge, though described in Grand 
Lodge Rolls as Downpatrick, silt, a t  Everogiies Bridge, the  local name for the 
village of Crossgar. about five miles away. 



Poor Bro. Brett was evidently in fiiili~lg health, for dated 7th January ,  
1805, we find : - 

the Members Xames that  Subscribe towards the Benefit of Hr. Jas.  
Brekt Whd has been Lying on his Red these three years. 

Twenty-seven members subscribed 64d. or 1 / 1 each : 2/84 was added from the 
Lodge funds: a total of .Â£l 0 .  7. 

Bro. John Olphcrt (initiated in 1801) was electxd Secretary for 1806, and 
though several entries in the present volume are by his hand, he evidently 
inaugurated his year of office by commencing a new volume. H e  wrot4e a most 
beinitiful hand, free from the flourishes beloved of old-time penmen, a sheer 
pleasure to read : would that  a l l  old-time Secretaries liiid becii as skilful with the 
quill ! 

The .' Bye Laws To be Obsearved by the IVIembers belonging to No. 367 " 
commence 011 page 97, and except for slight variations in  spelling, follow the 
1785 Code closely : - 

1. Admission fee 515 for Report, and Â£1 2. 9-Â£1 8. 2 in all 

2. Members in urreiir of fines for ;absence over three months to b e  
reported to the Committee. 

3-12 as in previous Volume 111. 
The Resolutlions of 2nd J:inuary, 1792, imposing a fine of 9/44 for three months' 
absence. of 4th May, 1795, permitting military or seafaring candidates to be 
admitted on an Emergency, and of 4th March, 1799, imposing fines for late 
ittendance, are repeated, ancl the original dates of their adoption given. 

The Resolution of 3rd Fobru;iry, 1800, hiving down that  after one visit 
a Brother was expected to affiliate, follows, but lias been struck out.  

Tucked in ;U the foot of Hie page we find :- 

June  3 1811 
Resolved by the Members of this Lodge No. 367 that  No 13r. Can 
Report a man Knowing Him tlo be Concerned in any other Society. 

This was aimed a t  societies of a political nature:  Ribbonmen in pa~t~icular  were 
anathema to good Ulster Masons! 

On the followiiig page : - 

Resolved that  after the 4th of April 1803 every Person proposed a9 a 
Candidate for admit4t,ance are t o  pay the Sum of Two Guineas exclusive 
of tlie Crown which is to be deposited when proposed as a Candidate 
for admission 

1804 Feby 5th. The Abovr Rule is hereby Anmilled by the Consent of the 
following Members Viz. 

1.  Worshipful Arehd. Aiger 5.  5 & 1. 2. 9 
2 .  Br. Lawless Sr .  Warden 5. 5 1.  2. 9 
3 .  Br . Fergusoii J u n .  W;irclen 5. 5 2 .  5.  6 
4 .  h. Barry Sen. Deacon 1 .  2. 9 
5. Br. Put. Burns J imr .  Deacon 1.  2. 9 
6.  Br. Richardson Secty. 1 .  2.  9 
7. Hr. Robinson , 1. 2 .  9 
8.  Br .  J a s .  Burns 13,Master 1. 2 .  9 

Eight other brethren declared for Â£1 2. 9 ,  and No. 16, a true Irishman :- 
Br. John West Refuses & says tha t  he considers &l .  14 .  l& a reguhir 
Charge 

and in conclusion : - 
It appears from the above stat'ement that. the Sum of Â£1 2.  9 is the 
legal and appoint'ed Charge with 5. 5 deposit. 



Note also that the name of a Deputy Master, Bro. James Byrne, appears 
immediately after Bro. Robinson, who was certainly Treasurer the previous year. 
Bro. Byrne was Master of the Lodge the following year, 1805. 

From the manner in which the Reports and Admissions of Candidates are 
entered separately, i t  is not always easy to trace each brother's career: but the 
rule is clearly as before. Report, Entered and Passed, and Raised, a t  separate 
monthly meetings : sometimes, however, it. would appear that the ' Report and 
' Entering and passing ' were on the same night :- 

September George Stafford Reported 
2 

October To Entred and Psissed 1. 8. 2 

7th To Reased 

1800 
febrerr. 3d. Peter Murrey Reported 0. 5. 5 
March 3d. To Ent.red and Passed 1. 8. 2 
April 7th To Raised l.. 

Under the heading " Opening of the Lodge " appears page after page of 
entries such as :- 

Apr i l t he7 th  (1800) 
The Lodg Opned in d u e  form half past aix Worshipful Br. Eager in 
the Chare 
Lodge Cloased in due form all parted in Good harmony. 

Amid a host of such, an occasional one is worth more t11ii.n passing notice :- 

November 3d. 1800. 
Lodge opened a t  a quarter past seven in Due form Br. Thos. Farguson 
in the Chair 
Lodge Closed in form at  Nine o'clock all Parted in good harmony. 

The Master for 1800 was Archibald Eager, and Thomiis Ferguson 
was Senior Warden. Previous to 1800, Ferguson (who was reported in 
367, 2nd May, Entered and passed 6th June. Raised 4th July, 1796) had 
not served as Master of the Lodge. Nevertheless, having been installed in the 
Senior Warden's chair as such, pur-uant to an old Masonic law (Bk. of Constitu- 
tions, 1751. Rule 11.. New Regulations), he, in the absence of the Master, had 
the right to preside over the Lodge. 

This a t  once raises the questlion, what were the functions of the Deputy 
^Master, whom we have seen occasionally elected with the other officers, and 
present in the Lodge at  the same time as the Master? 

At  times, harmony did not prevail, and however painful the cause, one 
regrets the Secretary did not give a little more information than :- 

August 2d. [l8021 Lodge opened in Due form at half past Eight o'clock 

the W.Br. Jas. Waddell in the Chair 
Lodge Closed in Due form. Discontent. 

Beginning with 7th December, 1804, the Secretary becomes more explicit :- 

received 
Br. John Murphy Entered Apprentice & past 1 .  2. 9 
Br. Patrick Henry Entered & past paid 1. 2. 9 
Lodge Opened at seven. Closed a t  Nine O'clock All in Harmony 

Members Present 
[Worshipful Bro. Eager, and twelve others, including Bro. McDonough 

No. 7751 
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Emergency meetings are sometimes given in fuller detail, and kept 
separately : - 

November 4th 1802. 
Br. Worshipful Jas. Waddell in the Br. 

Chair Br. 
Br. Senior Warden John West. Br . 
Br. Junior Do. Pat .  Lawless Hr. 
Br. Nicholas Welsh Dr. 
Br . Pak. Cuuningham 
Br. Jas. Murray 
Br. Peter Daly K r .  

Â¥Jas Ryan Headon Intered 
and past a fellow Craft 
pd. 11. 44 

W"'. Pak .  Smyth I~it~ered 
and past a fellow Craft 
pad. 11. 44 

Degrees other than those of the Craft, are now worked on " Quarterly Nights," 
and a separate record kept : - 

1802 Feby. 18th Quarterly Meeting in due form 
Brother Jno. Olphert Dubbed a Knight 7. 7 pd. 
Br. Andw. Williamson Same 7. 7 
Br. Jas. Burns Same pd. 6&. 6d. 7. 7 pd. 
Br. Pat t .  Sloan Same 7. 7 pd. 

Pd. Br. Gageghan Â £  1 1 :  44 

A fee was occasionally paid the brother who conferred the degrees, and as Br. 
' Gageghan " is elsewhere described as a visitor it is probable the brethren had 
enlisted the aid of a skilled ritualist from some other Lodge : in this case, probably 
the " Michl. Gahagan " registered by 343 in G.L., 1st October, 1799, and who 
subsequently affiliated to 367. 

1804 Mar. 5th 
Resolved that  a Quarterly meeting of the Sir Night Templilrs are to 
be held a t  this Lodge Room on the 15th Inst. for the purpose of 
regulating such matters relative to them as tire unadj~~sted & for the 
further purpose of Admittting Such Brothers as choose to be further 
ii~it~iated in Masonry Houre of Meeting 12 O'clock Noon. 

Signed by Order 
Jas.  Richardsson Sectry. 

Eight names for admission follow, and tjhe " Costs of the Night " are given :is :- 

1 Quart of Whiskey 2. S 
Gsillon Beer 6 

L ~ I ~ O L I ~  wns not  necessarily confined to the ' Higher ' degrees on these occasions 
for we find a list of members present 16th May, 1804, at  an ' Incampment Held 
in due form," where the second name, Bro. Toner, is struck out, with the note 

Not a Templar, but in Master Masons' Lodge. " 

The only surviving reference to the Royal Arch is:- 

1804 May 16 Br. Robert McComb Raised Royal Arch & Knight Templar 
1 7  

By Cash reed, from him A Note offered but not recd. 



VOLUME V,  

A folio volume: p;iges 53, 54. 57, 58, 65, 66, missing: after page 7 3  
follow seven un-numbered. followed by 8 1, eight ilrl-numbered followed by 96 
and 97: then seventeen un-numbered to the end of the book. 

The volume was commenced by Hr. John Olphert, who was elected Secretary 
for the year 1806, and who ani~liged his records under the following headings:- 

Brethren, Alphabetical List &, 
Admission date of 

Entering et cetera of New 
Expelled 
E x t m  Contributions of 
.Montlhly ditto of 
Suspended 
Visiting 

l3ye Laws 
Candidates Report of 
Cash Account 

Certificates, 
to whom & when granted 
by whom & when lodged 
by whom &. when witlhdrawn 

C'hi1rit.y Accounts 
Complaints, Decisions on 
Fines Acco~ints 
Lodge, Monthly & Emergent 

Opening of the 
Officers Annual 

Another hand has added : - 

lloney P u t t  in the Chest Quarterly Nights 
Master and officers for the Insneing Pall, Ac~ourit~ing for it 

six montlis For Monthly dues 
Members Names for Dining 

The Alphabetical List of Iilombers shows a roll of eighty-six, and t h e  
Monthly Dues account an average attendance of between twenty and thirty. 
There was a serious falling off in the years 1808 and 1809, the attendance, at 
times, falling as low :is four or five. 

This was the era of the Set011 trouble : in the Cash- Accmints for 1806 we 
find :- 

April 7 Expenses by W.p.ful Br. Carltoii a t  Promore 1 
Meeting on Summons 1 1. 2. 9 

This doubtless wits the meeting of tlie previous 18th February, when tliirty Lodges. 
from Count,y Down met to protest against tlie proposed control by Grand Lodge 
over the Royal Arch and Templar degrees, to object to  the appointment of a 
D.G. Treasurer, and to  insist upon the restoration of Pro .  G.  D. I r v i n ~  to the  
office of Grand Secretary. 

It. is perhaps worthy of noto that the Master for 1806 had affiliated t,o 
t3he Lodge in 1804, snid the Wardens in 1804 :tiid 1805 'the two Deacons wero 
iidmitted in 1804 and 1805 : so let us hope that  the good brethren were led 
astray by this new blood Unfortunately, it is not recorded from what Lodges 
these three brethren affiliated. 

On 6th July,  1807, Â£1 1. 8 was paid for Grand Lodge Dues to December, 
1805 (two years a t  101 10). The official G.L. Circulars show that  011 25th May, 
1804. the Lodge had paid up dues to December. 1803. 

Set.011 had been removed from office in 1806, but, refused to hand over t h e  
records, etc., of Grand Lodge, and, in fact. till 1808 remained in Dublin acting 
as Deputy Grand Secretary in opposition to the legitimate Grand Lodge. I n  the  
Seton Circular, December 1806-December 1807, payment of two years dues by 
367 to December. 1805, is recorded. 

The Lodge records show the payment, on 16th February, 1810, of Â£2 3. 4 ,  
four years dues to December, 1809, so that  by the latter date, a t  all events, 367 
had returned to i ts  lawful allegiance. 

On page 7 the Secretary had begun to set out a revised Code of By-Laws, 
Imf only completed that  page, the six following being left blank. The Laws 
are : - 



lst . Each Candidate proposing for Admission shall Deposit the Sum 
of five shillings British. If the Candidate or Candidates be duly 
found Accepted by this Lodge the Admission to be on the 1Jonthly 
Night next following Or if the Candidate or Candidates require an 
Intermediate Lodge of Emergency the same to be a t  Candidates Cost 
and each Candidate on Admission to p:ty to this Lodge the further 
Sum of One Guinea. 
2'ld. The Members of this Lodge to Attend Monthly in their Lodge 
Room a t  the  Time appointed by the Worshipful Master in Decent 
Appanll :md duly Sober. A Town Member i~bsent Minutes after  
the time appointed by the Worshipful or his Deputy shall be fined the  
Sum of threepence, i i l lowat~~e of time t40 a Countlry o r  Distant Member 
half an hour extni. The Worshipful or Deputy's fine a British 
sixpence. Each Member to be further fined in proportion for further 

' time Absent. A Member so fined to pay before aclmited to Open 
Lodge. 
31d. A Masonic D e p ~ r t ~ m e n t  shall be preserved by the JMembers in 
our Lodge Room after Closing Lodge of which the Chairman is to 
take the Charge and Report infringement persisted in to the Committee 
iit next Meeting. 
4Ih. Each ^Member to pity the Sum of Six pence British for each 
Monthly Night. absence tthree Monthly Nights successively subjects :L 

"M ember t80 Decision of Conimitt.cle. 
Candidates throughout (1806- 1815) all received the degrees in two stages : the 
pages allotted for such entries are provided with two columns, headed respectively 
P.C. and M.M. 

There are only three entries relating to the ' higher ' degrees. two in 
1809, and one in 1811: the earliest is:- 

Cannadates for the Sublime Orders in Masonry 

l Feby. 20th Br.  Saml. Dixson paid 7. 7 
1809 Br. Edw. Reily paid I .  7 

Hr. Robt. E:iger do. I. 7 
Dr .  Bern. Smyth paid Â£0 7. 7 

Â£1 10. 4 
Pass Master Excellent super Excellent Royal Arch Mason & Sir 
Knight Tempellars. 
This Enciilnpi~iellt Closed half past Ten O'Clock, all in good Harmoney 
iind to a great satisfactision to the Brothers Present. 

This is the first reference t o  a degree of Past blaster, and the series is the usual 
one, culminating in the Knight Teniplar. 

From the scanty records i t  would almost seem that  the Royal Arch and 
Templar degrees were wrought in a very half-11eart)ed fashion in 367, except that  
where tqhe names of the brethren present are recorded, there are visually about 
twenty members of the Lodge. It is possible, of course, t>hat the degrees were 
only worked when a competent, ritualist was iivailable, but i t  seems more probable 
tha t  a full record has not come down to us. Compared with the records of other 
eighteenth century Lodges, even in country districts. those under review are 
scanty in the extreme : in fact, they present quite as many probenis as they 
elucidate. 

No reference occurs t o  the degree of Knight of Malta, nor to the Red 
Cross: but in t<he list of members with which this volume opens, somebody has  
jotted down : - 

Bernard N c C ~ l h i i ~ n  High Order 
which may mean anything! 



EQUIPMENT. ' : l  

Of all the equipment acquired from time to 'time not a vestige remains, 
except three smoke seals. Craft, Arch, and Templar, which were certainly in  use 
i 1813, as appears by extant demits. The ten years' cessation of working will 
perhaps account for much, but,  bearing in mind that  the Master for 1844, the 
year the Warrant was withdrawn, was also Master in 1855, when the Lodge was 
revived, one cannot but regret tha t  he was not more careful of the relics of the  
old body. 

By skimming through the Cash Accounts, i t  is possible to ascertain pretty 
well what apparatus was used by our old-time brethren: some items have already 
been noticed in the preceding pages. 

The Chest was indispensable: serving, one imagines, in many roles, strong- 
box and store when labour was over, altar when the Lodge was open. The Lodge 
still possesses a n  old one with tjhree locks. 

April 3d. 1809 Lodge opened in due form a.t Nine o'clock on account of 
the Senior Warden being late and the Members wanting the Key of 
the Chest. 

Evidently, tlie S .W.  was then responsible for the chest, or more likely, as was 
the case in  many ot-her Lodges, one key was retained by each of the three principal 
officers. 

What the  original Chair was like, we know not, but  in July ,  1795, Bro. 
George Pettit, worked out his admission fees by 

Painting for the Chair and floor Cloth. 

Again, one would like very much to see this old floor cloth : perchance light 
would be thrown on the esoteric working of those days. Lectures are referred to 
occasionally, in which doubtless the floor cloth was made use of. 

i 

March 2nd 1807. Lodge opened in due form a t  9 O'clock the Worshipfull 
Master Br .  Jos. Robinson in the Chair. 
The Studdy of this Night was lecturing from an Enter Aprintice to a 
fellow Craft from that  to the Master Mason. 
Lodge Closed at 12 O'clock all in good Harmony. 

Thus the names of the three degrees were retained, although a t  this period they 
were conferred in two ceremonies only. 

A Flag was acquired in 1800, for which a total sum of oÂ£5 4.  64 was paid : 
a number of brethren, whose names are noted separately, subscribed 111 each 
towards the cost. After this date, a " Warrant Bearer " and a " Colour Bearer " 
were annually elected with the other officers. 

The cost of the Jewels does not appear, but' : - 

1785 Dec. 27 By Cash pd.  Mrs. Sharman for Mounting Jewels 12. 7 
By do. for Breast Ribbon 9 

1799 Paid for a Maddel for the secrtory 0. 4. 104 

Whet,her this last was ; i  jewel is hard to say, for in 1785 there is an entry :- 

June  25 To paid John Willian~son for Cross Pens 2. 2 

I t  was possibly a medal of the engraved type. bearing emblems of various degrees, 
and  bestowed in rec~gnit~ion of the onerous duties o f  the office, as such entries 
occur fairly frequently. 



Clothing was also purchased by the Lodge, but as  the entries ;ire only for 
one or two articles, i t  was probably provided for ceremonial purposes alone. 

1784 Dec. B y  Cash Hana  Saul for Sash 4 .  8 
1791 Nov. 7 By Cash paid Mrs. Massey for 

2 Aprons & One sash 2.  84 
1768 Dec. 27 By Cash paid for Gloves for John  Quail l .  1 

This is the only mention of gloves. and is not clear: Bro. John Quail was 
Entred ' 24th February, 1766. 

T H E  PALL.  

This was purchased by the Lodge before 1781 :- 

Sent'. 24 1781 
it is agreed by the Members of this Lodge No. 367 that  the Pall 
Purchased by sd. Lodge is to be Let out to all People at Za. 8p. 
Except a Member of the Lodge his father & Mother wife and children 
is to have i t  Gratis. 

and if i t  should Please god to call any two of them a t  one time 
they that  apply first is to have i t ,  and the other is t o  have a Pall hired 
& Paid out of the fund belonging to this Lodge that  is to say. if he 
is a Member of this Lodge. 

The Vestry of the Parish of Down had two palls, one of velvet and one of cloth: 
in June,  1723. the Vestry fixed the  rates of hire a s  follows:- 

for ye velvet pall in  ye Town of Down 16. 3  
for ye same in ye country 18. 6 
for ye cloath pall in  Town 2. 84 
in ye country 3. 6 

There is no record of what the Lodge paid for their pall, but in 1796 a new one 
was purchased by the Vestry for tlie sum of Â£6 9. 74. 

Some time in the  year 1781 the  following payments were made :- 

By cash Given to John Dougherty for 2 Bazel skins 4.  104 
to Gilbert Brew for making a bag 0 .  64 

ana  :- 
30 Oct. 1790 Paid to gilbert Brew for making the Pall  Bag 0 .  64 

To Paid John  Quail for two Base1 Skins for the Pall 4. 4 

A basil skin is a sheepskin tanned with bark:  and the bag was to protect the 
pall when not in use. 

I n  January,  1790, i t  was agreed by the  Lodge : - 

That every person who calls for the Pall except a brother, shall apply 
to the Secretary, and ye Secretary is to send a note tvo whom soever 
keeps ye Pall and receive 2s. B i d .  and whoever keeps i t  is to fetch there 
notes on every Monthly night and Settle with the Members of 367. 

A t  a subsequent meeting i t  was resolved that  
Brothers Olpliert, Ellis and Reilly is sippointed to take ciim of the 
Pall for the ensuing year, and t-o make a monthly return. 

Separate accounts were kept of money received for the hire of the Pall ,  and 
we find it hired, amongst others, by Rev. Wm. Nevin, Presbyterian minister, and 
' Priest lIcCitrta11 "-probably Rev. Patrick I'IcCartan, Roman Catholic parish 
priest of Loughinisland, about seven miles from Down. 

The Pall at one time was evidently impounded for some reason or 

another : - 

1786 Augt. 1 By Cash pd. Wat Hodgess by Geo. Sharrock for 1 
Releasing the Pall 1 5 .  5 



OFFICERS. 

Throughout, t'he rule appears to have been to elect the officers on or about 
S t .  John's Day in Winter, and for the succeeding twelve months: there are, 
however, except.ions : - 

1795 June  1st'. Joseph Robinson 
John Nixson 
James Leniiin 
Williani Miller 
John Nisbi t't 

Master 
S. W. 
J .W. 
D .Master 
Sectw. 

Yet earlier in the year we find Morgan Scott presiding as Msister: it :11most looks 
as if an  attempt was made to introduce the common Irish pactice of elect,ing 
officers half-yearly, t o  be installed on each of the St,. Jolin's Days. 

The usual officers elected were Master, Wardens, Deacons mid Secretary. 
A Treasurer was elected for 1802. but. at other times the duties were undertaken 
by the Secretary, or by the Master, or sometimes by bot<h, leading to endless 
confusion in the accounts. 

We have one inst~since of the Master and Senior Warden each choosing a 
Deacon : - 

December the first 1800 
Joseph Robinson Chosen by Consent of the Body at Large 
Master of Lodge No. 367 for the year of our lord 1801 
James Waddle Chosen Senior Warden by Consent of the Body a t  Large 
Ha.milton Waddle Junior Warden by the Consent of the Body a t  Large 
James Lemon Senior Deacon, Chosen by the Worshipful Master 
Own Kelly Junior De:~con Chosen by the Senior Warden 
John West Warrent Bearer 
Patrick Cunnihan Colour Bearer. 

I n  1807, a novel method of choosing officers is recorded :- 

By the following Commit,tee for the Choosing a W : p  :fill Master & 
Officers for Lodge No. 367 for the year 1807-this 5th January 1807- 

Committee 

Brs. Archd. Aiger President 
John West' 
Peter Daly 
Artlhur Lundy 
John BIillei- 

Br. Joseph Robinson to be W : p : ful blaster 
Br .  Robt. McComb Senior 
Br. James Ellis Junior ,I Wardens 

Br. Michl. Smyt,h Colour Searer 
Br. James Waddell W-irran t Bearer. 

Vowhere is the office of Inner Guard mentioned 

THE TYLER. 

This personage, though not  an officer in  Ireland, is none the  less 
-ndispensable. H e  is first mentioned in the 1785 Code of By-Liiws: Rule 10 
providing for a payment, of -" 1 / 1 each Mont$hly night and 1 / 1 from Every New 
admitted Brother Every Night, of Emergency." The wording is somewhat 
ambiguous, but I think i t  means that. if :I brother were in a hurry to receive a 
degree, and :in emergency was held for the purpose, the candidate was to defray 
the Tyler's fee. 



H e  was provided with a proper implement of office :- 

1792 June  26 By Cash Gave Jas.  Richardson for Sword Â£2 5. 6 
1793 .Tan. 6 By Cash pd. for a Sword to the Chist 2. 5. 6 
1793 Nov. 4 To Cash for Sword. P. McCowen 2. 5.  6 

1 confess .I am unable to explain these three entries: why the Lodge should 
rec1uire three swords wii11i11 eighiee11 inonths, each a t  the  very co~~siderable s~iin- 
for those days-of two guineas. 

Entries of payments to the Tyler occur regularly :- 
1784 Dec. By Cash paid D. Martin for Tile 4. 4 
1785 May By Cash for Serving Sums. 1. 74 

Augt. 30 By Do. to Sharman Tyler 1. 1 

011 4th April, 1791, a committee sat to " Determine whether John Crolly 
is a proper person to Act 11s Tiler t@o No. 367," and gave it as their opinion that  
he  was not :  nevertheless, we find lii111 acting Liter in the same year :- 

1 Nov. Paid John  Croly for Tyling l .  l 
I Nov. By Paid tlo John Crolly for Serving 

Summonses for Dec. 1790 3 .  94 

He was presumably a scion of tlhe Anglo Norman family of Swords, descended 
from one of de Courci's barons, who adopted the name Crolly. 

I t  was par t  of the Tyler's duty to snninion the  members : and if he had to 
call upon them :ill personally, he was not. underpaid, for 367 not infrequently 
was over fifty strong, and those ~ciittered over a r;idius of ten or twelve miles from 
Down ! 

Indeed, in  1803 the Lodge bought Bro. Carrol, their Tyler, a pair of shoes, 
price 7/10-and stopped his monthly payment tlill they were paid for!  

Another who ministered t,o the well-being of the Lodge was never 
forgot,ten : - 

[l7991 Nov. 11. To the Gerrel for Cleaning the Room 1. 1 

T H E  COMMITTEE. 

Nothing is more remarkable than the strict manner in which old Irish 
Lodges, remote from any governing body-Dublin was three days' journey from 
Downpatrick-enforced discipline upon their members. All defaulters were tried 
by a Committee of the Lodge, either appointed for tohe purpose, or, as i t  would 
seem a t  times, a Standing Committee elected annually. 

Provision is made for referring disputes to a Committee in  Law 6 of the 
1785 Code. and in ;in entry dated 6th December, 1790, referring to  the election 
of officers for the ensuing year, following the  names of the officers elected, we 
f ind : -  

the Comity Apointed by the >Tasters 

1 .Tames Richardson Cl1 itirman 
2 Br.  Edmondson 1 It is hereby agreed thatl 
3 .Tames Tieiitlen the annexd, names for Scl. 
4 John Cumin 

I 
Committee & their Respective 

5 James Muray persons shall appear & 
6 James Cochrane bepresent on Each Succeeding 
7 Wm. Smith 

Monthly Night the neglect of t(he sd Compliance 
by any Individual shall be Subject to the 
payment of the Sum of 6&d. & tha t  any three 

of the Above Shall 
be a Quorum. 



The seventh name, Wm. Smith, has evidently been squeezed in as an after- 
thought: an odd number of members on the Committee was the rule, presumably 
in order that a n~ajorit~y vote could a1wa.y~ be had, without the necessity of the 
Chairman giving a casting vote. 

One of the commonest ' crimes ' was failure to atatend when summoned :- 

John Linteu 

Summoned to attend on Monday the 2d. of Octr. 
Refused Summons & of Consequence off - 
3 Dec. 1788 

Was Summoned & did not attend 
for which he is Expeld wh. Every 
Mark of Disgrace - 
for one hundred years -- 

Thomas Ra'nsoni Sectry. 
by Order of The Body, 

David Martin 

Dec. 3 Expelled for Ever for not attending 
1787 his Summons. 

June 17 A list of the Committee on David Martin's 
1790 trial, an iinergency called by himself. 

1 Jas.  Richardson 
2 W". Carrol 
3 Dnnkin Levingstou 
4 Jas. Smith 
5 Geo. Robiiisou 
6 Jas.  Cochran 
7 Danl. Watterson 

We the Above members Appointed for the investigation of the Cause 
above inentd. Do give it as our unbiased oppinion That the Said 
David Martin on a Strict Examination and an unequivocal engagement 
on his part for the re~t~itude of his Conduct to this antient and 
Respectable Body And his also agreeing to pay whatever charge the 
Secretary of Sd. Body may legally bring against him for his dues to 
the same providing nevertheless and always reserving a full power to  
discard and expel1 the sd. David Martin if not strictly adhering to the 
engagements he this night entered into & lie is hereby admitted into 
the full power benefits & Enj~yinent~s of the privileges of said Body 
By Begging their pardons and the other necessary Concessions. 

Signed by order 
Jas. Richardson. 

The following case sheds some light on the ra*ther peculiar expression " proper " 
or " lawful certificate " which occurs in a number of the early Bye-Laws : - 

Oct. 4 1785 At a Meeting of No. 367 Convened by summons 
particularly to try whether John Magee's certificate was Regularly or 
warrantably Granted or not - 

the Question Put - 
Archd. Eager Examined Against the Certificate Not obtd. by Consent 
of the Body: that sd. Miigee Attemptd. to Defraud Examt: that sd. 
Magee Attempted to take away said Examt's may pole b y  the Assistanst 
of others and endeavoured t o  seduce them to it .  

Mr. &May. 
K. Newe sd. Magee Expelled & never knew him admitted - 

For the Certificate 



The First /Â¥',iff Years of t h e  Downpatrick Loiln<\ No. .<?G (1.C.). 

Mr. Blare Examined 
Says that he as one of the persons concerned in Granting the Certified 
knew nothing of these allegations before the Certificite was grunted & 
that i t  had formerly been allowed that the Master & Wardens was 
possessed with full power and Authority to Grant Certificates providing 
they knew Nothing whereby he or any other Might be Refused. 

that sd Magee was never regularly Expelled but that there was an 
allegation brought agt. sd Magee that there had been a trial1 between 
sd Magee & one McMullan whereon sd McRlullan wiis Expelled for a 
Certain time. 

the Circumstances were that 
one Matt Flinn appeared agt. sd. Magee & sd. Magee chacked sd 
Flinn for gowring agt. him before sd Flinn's wife. 

Fredk. Hodges Examd. 
saith that he knew sd Milgee Expelled but Not By the Consent of the 
Body 
& that he saw sd. Magee reinstated by the consent of the Body. 

it is the opinion of the Present Committee 
Viz. George Sharrock appointed for deciding the 

John Eager present Dispute that the 
Stepen Reilly Certificate obtained by John 
John Nesbit Magee from the Master & 
Jas. Richardson Wardens of No. 367 is Legal 

& Justly obtained & that the sd. Muster & Wardens is not Lyable to 
Censure on sd. Acct. - 
But that sd Magee from Just appearances to them, seems to be a 
troublesome Member, and would not wish for the future to be troubled 
with his Company as this has not been the first of his Disturbance and 
hopes for the future that he will absent himself from sd. Body. 

[The signatures of the Committ4ee follow1 

Another turbulent cust+omer was arraigned as follows:- 

Jno. Nixson Sd. that he Did not Care if he had his Money the Masons 
were all in hell & that the are all a set of Roges 

.Jas. Richardson 
M ichl. Fleming 
Jas.  Coughern [Cochrane] 
Jas. McFadden 
W"'. Nisbitt 
Jas.  Lennon 
Fredk. Hodgess. 

The above is the Persons appointed to sit as a Conlittee on B. Nickson 
for his saying that he detested Masonry & also in some measure 
Divulged Secrets of the Body which he ought not to have done held in 
James Quails on Wedensday the 14th Inst. 1788 June .  

We the above do give it as our opinion that from Nickson's own 
confession he spake disrespectfully of the Institution and having also 
recd. the Strongest proofs of his having recd. a Secret from Brothers 
and that Secret on his obligation he who violated his Obligation. 

And it also appears tha,t the troubles that have Lately arrisen have in 
general proceeded from t'he Violation of his Obligation (Viz. that he 
was the Very person who informed Mawhir that Br. Flemming was his 

1 Anglice reproved. 
2 The word in originiil is hard tu make o'nt, but  " gowriiig," or "powling," 

means v i o l ~ n  f v i t i i p c ~ n f i o n .  



accuser). From the above Facts and in order to preserve that  purity 
and Brotherly affection that  should a t  all times subsist between us imd 
deter others from being Guilty of the Like Errors We do adjudge from 
Br. Nickson's apparent Contrition and Sorrow for the Same tha t  
Twelve A'tonths dismission from this date is a snfficient Caution and 
we Sincerely hope tha t  i t  may be a warning to him for the fu ture  & 
tha t  admission Shall be from his Conduct from this until1 tha t  period 
(that  is the expiration of Said 12 Months). 

William Smit,h J u n r .  W. 
J olin Nisbitt Master 

A t  times the Committee deliberated on the s~ i t~ab i l i ty  of candidates :- 

[4th April, 17911 The sd. Comn~itt~ee also determine that  no man 
tha t  is not uniformly well behaved Cannot be admitted as a Member 
of this Lodge. 

That i t  has appeared to us tha t  James Laverty purposed by Br.  
St,arclcey on this night. is not uniformly well behaved & that  we cannot 
receive him as a Member. 

That the above be entered in  the Books of this Lodge by the Sectry. 

Lavert.y was not. to be rebuffed, however, and addressed the following eloquent 
appe:il to the Lodge :- 

A Copy of a Petition Sent t-o us by James Laverfcy the the 2d. day of 
May 1791 

Gentlemen, 
Having long Sincerely wished to become a Member of Your Ancient 
& Uonoiir:tble Society, & Haveing once before been rejected I trust, a 
Second Application may not be Constered into impertinence-no-be 
well-Assured no sircunistance in life would give me greater pleasure 
t,h;aii being one of You-I intre;at tha t  the Rash Action of an  unguarded 
hour may not be constered into a uniform bad Conduct-the cause of 
that  action on which I was Rejected lniiy be variously accounted for- 
However, tha t  and every cause relative thereto I have long forgot and 
am determined for the future never to give ciuise for the like Com- 
plaints-If a thorough resolution of iimendment-I Cannot say from 
the worst of crimes but  from all I know bad in myself-can have any 
weight or be any inducement for You to admit a Member I hope I 
may be found worthy of Your Choice. 

Signed Jas .  Laverty. 
i t  is t8he Opinion of the Committee tha t  there is some necessary 
informations wanting t,herefore postpone giving a definitive answer 
until thnt information is produced which we hope will be on the first 
Xonday of J u n e  1791. 

Unfortunately, no record of the proceedings on the latter date has survived, but  
evidently the suppliant's eloquence was of some avail, for we find James L a ~ e r t ~ y  
was Entered ;i,nd Passed on the  4th July, and Raised 1st August following. 

Decisions of the Committee were sometimes countersigned by the  blaster. 
Wardens, and Secretary, as approved by the  Lodge:- 

Feby. 5th 1798. 
Ã 

Br.  John Ranaghan ttried by the Under Naiined Commatee, by order 
of the Worshipful Master for offending the Lodge 011 the first of the 
last Month, it. is the opinion of sd. Coine, tha t  Br. Ranaghan is to pay 
ls. ld. and to beg Gode's pardon, also Br .  Jas .  Murrey and also the 
Larges he with pleashure subd, to the above. 

[Signed by the Commit~tee, five members : countersigned by 
the blast,er, Wardens, ;tiid Secretary 1 



A Committee was appointed on 5tl1 February, 1804. " for the Purpose of Settleing 
all difference of oppeiiion and other Controversies of whatever description soever " : 
and the following note is added t'o the record :- 

N.B. It is also agreed tlhat should any difficulty arise, so that  they 
cunnot determine descisively on the subject of &latter before them, they 
shall have liberty to cull from the Hody a t  Large for such advice and 
such opinion As they may think necessary. 

This Committee met 011 the 16th April following to hear 1 1  charge, and lield t,hat, 
not,hing was brought forward " t l i i~f appears practicable for us to intermeddle. 
with, " and made the following recommendation : - 

But we do say that  any Member bringing any Charge agt. a Brother 
hereafter, which may i>ppp.ar frivolous to us, he or they so agressing 
shall be fined equal to the V ~ X ~ ~ ~ ~ O U S I ~ ~ S S  of t,he Offence. 

A page is headed : - 

John Taylor Octr. the 22d 1801 

The Testimony of Br. Carroll against John Taylor for Reading tlie- 
l h o k  Callecl the three Distinct knocks for his father. 

Most unfor t~~n: i te ly  the ' Testimony ' was not recorded, as the rest of the page 
is blank, and I have been un:tble to trace any John Taylor among the members of 
367. 

1802 June  7. A Cornmitttee held thsit : - 

Br. John Martin instead of appologising for past Misconduct 
has behaved in a very ridiculous & unwarre~itsible Manner & therefore 
c:~.iinot be admitted int'o this Lodge, until1 he makes such reparation 
as the Body a t  large ni:iy adjudge -- 

Ju ly  5 th ,  1802, ii brother was tried for " absenting himself these Two years. 
and half past " : fined " Eight shillings and three halfpence Ster. " 

The Master himself was not exempt from tlhe jurisdiction of a Committee :- 

1792 March 5. W e  t i n ~  undersigned Members of Lodge No. 367 give 
this our opinion that  the Present Master Jas .  Richardson is Guilty of 
a breach of Iiis obligation. & tha t  he is not to sit as Master in this. 
Lodge until1 he is Tried by Master Masons. 

Sixteen signatures follow, including that  of John Wesley.' 

It is perhaps worth remarking th:it Rr,  Richardson was to be tried by 
Mn.ffer M a s Ã § ) ~  except from 1806 on, whore it occurs as one of the ' Higher ' 
degrees, the rank of Pas t  Master is never mentioned in tlie Records. 

More serious matters, or causes affecting members of more than one Lodge 
were dealt with by a Committee di-iiwn from a number of neighbouring Lodges. 
One such case occurs in 367 records, when a Con~mit~tee of eleven, consisting of' 
the Masters and Wardens of 343 Crossgar, 367, ;ind 815 Strangford, met a t  t h e  
request of Bro. Cunningham, a member of 815, " t o  investigate relative to  a 
letter sent to 367 prejudicial to Br .  C~~'niii11gh:tm's Character ;is a Mason." The- 
Committee met, and ' '  Lodge was opened a t  $ 1)ilst 2 o'clock all in good order on 
Sunday, Octr. 28th " [ 18041 : the chair being taken by Bro. Saimiel Lewis, 
Master of No. 343, the Senior Lodge, and also neutral in the  dispute. 

1 This entry  e f f p ~ t ~ ~ i t l l y  disposes of a n y  sittempt at  iilontificntion of this John- 
We-sley w i t h  the- great  preacher, who died in London in 1791. a n d  who nlways signed 
i i i s  iiaine J. Wesley. The signature of this , J o h n  Weslev, o f  svhieli a photogi':~ph will' 
lie found a t  A.Q.C., x v . ,  102, is here reproclneed.-L.V. 



This would appear to be contrary to the Regulation of Grand Lodge, of 
6th September, 1779, forbidding brethren to meet on Sunday as fi  Lodge, under 
p of exclusion. 

The Committee decided : - 

I t  is the opinion of the undersigned members of the above Lodges that 
their is No Grounds for any Censure on Br. Cuuningham's Conduct as 
a Mi~son, & that if such letter was wrote i t  must have been done by 
some Calumniator. 

ST. JOHN'S DAYS. 

From the scanty nature of the Records, i t  is unsafe to generalise, but it 
would appear that during the first few years of the Lodge's career, the festival of 
S t .  John's Day in Winter alone was observed: a usual expression being:- 

At our Grand Festival on St. John's Day, 27Lh Decr. 1764 a t  Br. 
Robt. Hasstings We Appoint our Fe~t~ival  for 27 Dec. 1765 to be a t  
Br. Thos. Martin's. 

According to G.L. R,olls, Bro. Hastings was returned as Worshipful Master in 
June,  1764; and on 27th December, 1765, he appears in t4he Lodge records as 
Deputy Master, under Hugh Hill, our first W.M. 

Two entries are unfortunately not dated :-- 

A List of the Members who Intends to go to Church on St. John's 
D:iy - or be liable to pay the following fines: 

S. d .  
Master 5. 5 
Wardens Each 3 .  3 
Secr . 3. 3 
Each Member 2 .  84 

The list includes Worshipful M\ Swan, who was W.M. in 1782 and 1783. 

We the under Named persons do Agree to Dine in the Lodge Room 
in Jno. Fisher's on St. John's Day Next, the Expence of Dinner is 
16d. & to Drink our pleasure. 

Up till 1784 the only festival mentioned in the records is 27th December, yet in 
t he  Belfast 'Newsletter of 27t!h June, 1784, we find :- 

Lodge No. 367. On Thursday the 24th inst. being the Anniversary 
of St. John, the Master Wardens and Brethren of Lodge No. 367 
Downpatrick assembled and walked in Procession, preceded by the 
Hon. Edward Ward's band of Music to the Meeting House, where a 
most excellent Sermon, well adapted to tlhe occasion, was delivered by 
the Rev. Mr. Tagart. They afterwards dined together and spent the 
Evening in that innocent festivity for which the Order is so remarkable. 

[Cross16 : Masonic Notes ,  ix., 2681 

The " lreeting House " was the Presbyterian Church. 

I n  the c:ish account for 1784 we find:- 

Dec. 27 to the Ch. Band 
Dec. 28 to Mending the Drum 

1 This and the following quotation from the Tf~lfasi Npu:slctfer are from the 
voluminous notes on Masonic makters collected by the late R,,W. 131-0. F. C. Crosslt5, 
"P.D.G.N.. of Down. now preserved by the Lodge of Research. Dublin. 



From this on, casual references in t'he cash accounts would go t'o show that 
24th June was regularly celebrated as well : - 

1785 )  June 24 To Musi,ck's Diner 3. 3 

On this occasion the brethren doubtless had to content themselves with a simple 
drum and fife: as was often t'he case. Downpat.rick, however, as a milit'ary 
station, had often a regimental band available:- 

Yesterday the brethren of Lodge No. 367 (Downpatrick) in order to 
celebrate in the most becoming manner the Anniversary of St. John, 
walked in procession to  church, preceded by the band of music 
belonging to  the 9th Regiment', where a most elegant pathetic Sermon, 
well adapted to the occasion was delivered by their Rev. and worthy 
brother Mr. Hall. 

B . N . L . ,  3rd January, 1706. CrosslG's M.N.,  ix., 4211 

It was quite common for a number of Lodges to join together to celebrate 
t$he festival: in the Belfast 1Veu.bsIetter of 18th June, 1790, 367 advertised as 
follows : - 

Downputrick.-The Mast$er, Wardens and Brethren of Lodge No. 367 
intend going in procession to the Inch Church next St.  John's Day to 
hear a sermon preached on that occasion by their Brother the Rev. Wm. 
Hall:  they request such bodies in the neighbourhood as mean to join 
them to meet a t  their Lodge room a t  Nesbitt's a t  10 O.C. on the morning 
of that day. 

Signed by order 
Thomi~s Ranson Secretary. 

Downpatrick 24th June 1790. t 

Now, marching in the heat of a summer's day is arduous work: in this case, 
Inch Church was distant about three miles from Down by road: and the brethren 
were not unrnindful of the creature comfort of the musicians :- 

To Paid for Drink a t  the Inch Church for the Band 4. 4 

I n  1796 we find the following : - 

Resolved that the following brethren meet a t  the Widow Nesbitt's on 
Dec. 27th to Dine there. They are to meet at  10 of the Clock for the 
purpose of walking in procession to Saul Church, and hear Divine 
Service there. Dinner to be on the table a t  3 of the Clock such of 
the Members as do not attend to pay a forfit of 2/84. 

Â£2 5. 6 was paid " To the Band of Musick that did us the honour to be with 
us on that occasion." 

The services of the preacher were also rewarded :- 

Sent by Alexr. Smith to Mr. Williarnson one Pound of Tea with the 
Preasent of a hat for his preaching to us on St. John's Day 25 Dec. 
1788. 

The festival in December was called St,. John's Day, whether hdd  oii the 27th 
or not. Indeed, many old Lodges to this day call their installation festival 
St .  John's Night: tJ~ough by Irish law, officers may be installed at  any time after 
High Noon on 27th December, the ceremony usually takes place on the next 
stated communication. 

The pound of t,ea cost 515, but no record appears of t,he price of the hat :- 

27 Dec. 1799. By Cash to William Hall for preaching 11. 44 



There was always a great furbishing up  of clothing and insignia prior to 
the festivals : - 
1 7 9 9 J  December 10 By Cash paid for Ribbands mid Scarge t o  

Repair the Collours belonging to the Lodge 0 .  13. 9 
27 by Cash to Andrew Williamson for 

Mucking a Mecldel for the Secretiiry 0. 11. 11 
1800 by Cash t80 fife and Drum on Said day 0. 11. 44 

January the 12 by Cash pd. for Ribbands 
by Cash for Roads and painting Do. 0. 14. 10 
by Cash to Rr. Veitdder for Repairing 

Collers 0. 5. 5 
by Cdsh to John SrnitJl for Cleaning the 

duels Belonging to the Loclge 0. 2. 84 
by Cash to James Brett for Boards 

lock and Hinges blacking 
Glass Cace for Warrent Nails and 

Glue included in Do. 1. 5. 10 
The sum 14/10 " for Roads & painting Do." seems ;i. lot of money for three rods 
m d  painting them : could they have been something like sceptres, such as iire now 
used in R.A. Chapters? 

The Warrant was borne before the blaster in the procession to church, but, 
alas! it and the case have disappeared with practically every other relic of the old 
Lodge. 

Our old-time brethren were not afraid of a long walk: the following relates 
to an assembly a t  Killinchy. about fifteen miles away :- 

1805 June  24. Lodge opened Morning 7-Closed a t  Nine in full 
harmony. The Worshipful James Burns in the Chair 

Out of the Chest vizt. 
Paid Ribands for Jewels 8 .  l* 
Paid for Cleaning the Jewels 2. 2 
Paid Drum and Fife 7. 7 
Paid for Advertising this days 

Meeting a t  Killinchy 1 .  1 

Â 18. 114 
. 1809 June  24. Walked to Crossgar Lodge by Invit,at,ion and Returned 

in Good Order. 

These processions are now a t'hing of the distant past : it is now well-nigh a 
century since Grand Lodge, for many reasons, suppressed public processions 
altogether. 

Still, it was a kindly old custom : we can picture our old-time brethren 
assembling at  an early hour on a fine summer morning: winding up the half-yetir's 
business, and then setting out l '  in due Order " : each in his Sunday best, with 
apron embroidered by loving hands a t  home: marching to join with each other in 
paying homage to the Great Architect of All:  and then spending the rest of the 
day in social enjoyment, to return home as evening falls ( '  in Good Order. " 

While observing all the duties, the Lodge did not neglect the social 
virtnes : - 

[l8061 J:in. 20 Emergent Lodgc (& for Dance in Dr. Robinsons) Opened 
a t  6 O'clock The Worshipful Depy. Br.  Carlt,on in the 
Chair Lodge closed a t  4 past 7 O'clock all in Harmony. 

[l8071 July  6 paid Br. Lawless a Balance of Dance at 
Br. Robinsons 16. 0 

18121  M:~rch 2 For Ball Due Mrs. Nesbit, 2. 3 



At times, too, they patronised the Drama: on 6th October, 1794, we find :- 

By cash expended at t'he Play 7. 4 
This would be a travelling company: probably converting the Assembly Room in 
the old Market House into a theatre. 

CHARITY. 

Some time ago, the writer was asked, by a candidate whom he liad just 
exalted to the degree of Royal Arch, " What good is Masonry? Setting aside 
our organised charities, what good does it do that is not equally well done by 
other organisations? ' To answer in a few words was not easy: I told him it is 
the only society where all are truly on the level: where charity, in its widest 
sense, in word and thought and deed, is inculcated a t  every step : that in a 
fallible, material world i t  is at least a genuine attempt to carry into effect the 
precept of the Apostle, " though I . . . understand all mysteries . . . 
and have not brotherly love, I am nothing." 

Nothing emerges more clearly from the old records than that this ideal was 
ever present in the minds of our predecessors in 367. We have seen in 1777, the 
establishment of a Charity Committee: and by far the most frequent, item of 
expenditure is the relief of brethren in distress :- 

1786 July 6 By Cash gave a blind Man Who was a 

Sep. 14 By 

1787 9th June By 

1791 March 10 By 

1792 May 8 To 

1794 Jany. 27 By 

June 24 By 

Brother & Charity 0. 1. 1 

Cash Gave John Harrigan who 
pro jused a grand Certificate 0. 2. 2 

Cash to 2 poor Brothers pr. order of 
the Master 0. 2. 2 

Cash to a distressed Brother who 
wanted a hand & had good 
Certificates 0. 2. 2 

Sundries Gave t,o M''. Andw. Cowan 
a Prisoner now in Jail for Debt 11. 4& 

Cash Gave a Brother who had his 
Sone in Goal 12. 8+ 

Cash Lent J a m e s  Crawford to Release 
him out of Goal 2. 16. 10& 

Bro. Crawford was remiss in paying off his debts, and on 2nd June,  1800, 
a Committee sat to consider his case: tlie decision was that he was t'o pay the 
full amount in monthly in~t~alments of 7 1 7 ,  and " he is to be restored to the 
freedom of being a Member of Said Lodge " on his paying the first instalment. 
Subsequently the payment of four instalments is recorded, but whether tohe 
Secretary was careless, or the debt never fully discharged, does not appear. 

Imprisoned debtors were very often relieved : - 

1804 Feby. 5 Cash pd. Thos. Toy a Prisoner in the Jail  
of This Town unable to provide for 
himself 5.  113- 

1804 March 5 Paid Thos. Tiegli a Prisoner in J;iil for 
his Support in Prison 5. 5 

Loans from the ' Box ' were fairly frequent. and the borrowers signed a 
promise to repay in the Lodge book : - 

Three Months after Datx T promise to pay This Body 2 2 .  9*. 4 y  for 
Value recd. this 27 clay of December 1771 

TTugh Gordon 



Three Months after dat,e I promise to pay the Present blaster of 
Locige No. 367 Ar~habii ld Eyiir or Order four Pounds Eleven Shills. 
Sterl. for Value Received. Witness my Hand this first day of Ju ly  
1793 three. 

Witness Present 
John  Nisbitt William Smith. 

1788 January 20 Michael Crean Wallace Admited as a llen-iber on Being 
Tried And found Worthy.  

May 17 Got and Kecd Â£1 7s. l" .  And Left his Watch 
in my hands till Paid.  

Thomas Ranson, Sectry. 

Sometimes an unexpected twist of phrasing gives an entry a genuine 
Hibernian flavour : - 

Saturday Towards t'he support of our Brother 
Feby. 22d. W". Carrol whom is now Deceased for his 

[l8051 funeral Expences paid out of the Chest 2. 00. 0 

Nor was the widow forgotten : - 

1805 Dec. 2 from Chest to Sister W"'. Carral 
1797 Dec. 4 Paid lsabellii Wood a Rrs. Wife 11. 44 

Some entries again convey a world of piithos: none more heartrendering than :- 

1801 July  6 Cash paid Br.  Dalv for a Coffin for t-he 
Child of Dr. Carril, Tyler 2.  2 

FUNERALS 

When brot,herly love could do no more, the JMasons of old loved t,o bear 
the empty shell of their departled brotJher to its last restling place, with all the  
pomp and ceremonial in their power esoteric ceremonies were practised a t  the 
grave :ide, which, indeed, have only been abandoned within compa.ratively recent 
years. I n  this connection it is worth noting that  on 17th ^\!lay, 1804. :miong 
members " Summoned to Attend the Funeral of Br.  McQuillin of Seaford." was 
' l  Br. Jno.  Miller, fellow Craft,." 

Not only was ceremonial practised, but the procession was accompanied by 
miisic : - 

[l8031 July  9 To Money for attendance a t  the funeral 
of 13r. Hug11 Q ~ ~ i i i l  to fife and drum 5. 5 

Various entries in the Cnsh Accounts show that  the Brethren were wont  
to seek solace for their grief :- 

[ l791 J Nov. 29 By Drink at. Intering Dr. Hill 0 .  12 4 

Piiiliise to at>tend ;L funeral when sinmnoned wiis considered a serious 
breach of Masonic duty : - 

1804 April 16th. 
A Committee Appointed for to enquire into the Absentees a t  the  
Funeral of 13s. William Shanks preferred by R r .  Fernoil A@. them. 

Evidence Summoned by Tylor a t  the intimation of 
Tylor Br. Secretary - and did not appear 

Br.  West. Br.  Starkey, Br.  Robinson. Er .  McComb. Br.  James Waddle, 
B?. Lunday, Br . Rich;irclson Sectry. 

By. West Excused on tlie merits of his Objection 
Br. Lunday Do. Do. 
Br .  Waddle Do. Do. 
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Br ,  St:u'key for improper language in presence of the  
Committee & for his disrespect in not 
walking in procession we fine him One 
British Shilling 

Br.  McComb excused on Merits of Hi s  Objection 
13r . R.obinson Same Same 
Br. Richcirdson Same Same 

[Signed by the Committee of five, and Br. Richardson, 
Secretary ] 

THE MEMBERS. 

Thus f a r  we have been able to glance at. the doings of an  old Irish 
Lodge in  the  first fifty years of it$s career, as revealed in  the records of 367. 
Unfortunately, very seldom do we find a note of the  professions or occupations of 
the  members: and with the destruction of the Record Office in Dublin, i t  is 
well-nigh hopeless to identify a mere name of a hundred and fifty years or  so ago. 

In 1785 one Jacob White, l '  Shipp master," was admitted, and in 1801 
Joseph Brnff, Coal Captain. 

Quite a number of soldiers: in 1785, Stephen Reilly, Thomas Wilkinson, 
William Kiddley, and Edward Isaac, of the " 9th Regt. of futt ."  Francis 
Xaguire, Sergt. 58th Foot, admitted visiting member 8 Aug. 1786. 1789. James 
Forbes of the 61st Regt. wns initiated, iind James Roberts of tthe saint corps 
" Lcdgd his Sertificate. " Christopher Woods, Sergt . [Corps not mentioned] 
lodged his certificate in 1798. 

Between August 1799, and January 1800, John Smith, Thomas Williamson, 
and William Petterson, of t,he North Lowland Fciicibles, were initiated, and in 
1801. Edward Martin, of the 46th Regt. of Foot. 

I n  1800 we find two soldiers of t h e  23rd Light Dragoons, Alexi~llder 
'Stuart and Gerard Howard. The Secretary, by the  way, had trouble with the 
lat ter 's  Christian name, his usual ~ffor t  being L *  Jarrard .  " 

The Grand Lodge of Ireland. a t  i ts  meeting on 7th November, 1799, had 
ordered a Warrant,  No. 873, to be granted t o  Peter Edwards, Josepli Philips, and 
James I-Iiimilt~ol~, of the 23rd Regt. of Light Dragoons. 

From an earlv date it has been a G.L. law that  no civilian Lodge may 
initiate a military man, if a Lodge is  working in his unit! : so it would appe:ir 
,either tha t  these nien wen1- made i n  367 (Ent.  :ind passed 12th Jan . ,  raised 
3rd Feb. 1800) before the Warrant had reached tshe Regiment, or else i t  was 
never really t:iken out.  On submitting the f ach  to Bro. Heron Lepper, he 
inc'lined to the hitter view. 

A list of voters in the Borough election of 1797-the first held after the 
potwallopiug qualification was abolished :incl the franchise limited t,o those holding 
propert,y of ;L &5 nmmal valuation-which was reprinted in the 1oca.l p:iper. the 
Don")t, Ji'erorder, abo~it. 1850, gives 11s a few more mimes : they include a weaver,  

pounclkeeper. baker, woolle~~draper,  carman ;ind ~ i h l i c i t n .  Rro. Thonlsis Parkinson. 
admitted 1780, was possibly t@he merchant of that  name whose aclverti~en-ic~tits in 
t h e  l ielfast  Ncii^sJet /er give ;L bewildering list of cornmodit i CS from Dantzig timber 
t80 " teas by the chest of his own importation." Bro. Thomas Ransou. Boot. & 
Shoemaker, in the same organ calls the attent ion of t1he first people in "Downpatricli 
:incl the surrounding neighbourhood t o  his ( l  ext,ensive assortment of . . . 
Stained Skins of various colours. Calf and Seal Skins with Veal. Seal and Cor de 
van Boot Legs . . . " 

A few names of some prominence are fiiirly easily ic?ent1ified :- 

l Surgeon Hill," whose name occurs a few times in the earlier years. was 
a retired finny surgeon. 

Joseph R-obinson. Jailer, wins initiaiecl in 1 794 
William Trotter. Esq., initiated before 1785, was Seneschal of the Manor 

Â¥o Down. 



His  nephew, Edward Southwell Ruthveii, was the eldest son of KdwarcL 
Trotter, by his wife Mary, dau. of the Very Rev. James Dicksou, Dean of 
Down: in 1801 he proved his descent from the family of Ruthven, Earls of 
Gowrie, and assumed that  surname, his ancestor being one Alexander, who fled 
to England on the ruin of his house by the  slaying of the Earl  of Gowrie, its head, 
in 1600. H e  took refuge in  Durham, where he married, assuming his wife's name, 
Trotter. Alexander's grandson crossed to Ireland, where his family prospered, 
Bro. E. S. Rut#hven unsuccessfully contested the Borough in the election of 1791% 
with his brother John Bernard, afterwards private secretary to Chas. James Fox, 
against Clotworthy Rowley and Josias Rowley, who were ejected through the- 
influence of the landlord, Lord de Clifford. H e  was elected a member of the 
Imperial Parliament for Do~llpii tr ick in 1803, and 1830 and '31 : in the interim 
lie had represented the City of Dublin. In 1806, however, he lost the  sent to, 
John Wilson Croker : one account of the election has i t  tha t  Croker was nominated 
solely to keep the election open pending the arrival of one of the candida.tes, 
delayed by an accident. Croker received only three votes. but  the o ther  
candidates being both disqualified for bribery, he claimed the seat, " refusing to- 
betray the confidence reposed in  him by his constituents." 

Bro. Ruthven's admission into the  Order savours somewhat of electioneering, 
as does also the admission a t  t,he same time of Charles Steele Hawthorne, and his". 
brother Robert. All three were l '  admited E.A. & F.C." on 26th July.  1802, 
and while Ruthven was not Raised until 6th November, 1806. when an emergency 
was summoned for the purpose, the  two Hawthornes completed their initiation 
in the Craft on 13th December, 1802. 

Charles Steel Hawthorne, who resided a t  Ringhaddy, on the shores of 
Strangford Lough, was elected member for the borough in 1802, and also in 1812. 
He  was appointed one of the Commissioners of Excise in Ireland in 1815. resigning 
his seat, and was succeeded by " William Richiird Annesley, commonly called 
Lord Viscount Glerawley," a connexion of our Grand Master in 1788. 

Thus, if only a few of the many names recorded in the old books of 367 
who travelled this way before us, can be identified now, our departed Bret'hren, 
plain, unpretentious farmers and tradesmen, have left to us mute but  eloquent 
witness of the spirit tha t  animated them. And may we, their successors in the 
workaday world, as around the altar of old 367, so labour, " ever keeping the- 
Ancient Landmarks in view " as to make " Masonry answer the end for which i t  
was originally instituted, namely, to do Justice, love Mercy! n11d walk humbly in 
the sight of God and Man." 

A hearty vote of tlisinks was u ~ ~ a n i ~ ~ o i i s l y  missed to 131.0. Parkitison for h i s  
ititcresting paper, and to 131-0. FIeron Leppcr For roiicliug i t  on his hehiilf, on the 
proposition of Bro. Flather seconded by Bro. dc Lafontaine. comments being offered 
by or 011 behalf of Bros. .J. TIeron Lepl~or, I,. Sylces, mid S:im. Leighton. 

B r o  DAVID F~,ATIIER said :- 
T have much pleasure in proposing " t h a t  the  grateful thanks for the 

Lodge be conveyed to 131-0. R .  E. Parkinson, for the most interesting :ind. 
instructive paper to which we have all listened with great int,erest and apprecia- 
tion," and I wish to add to this our very sincere thanks to Bro. Heron Lepper 
for the rare and illiunii~iiting skill he has besttowed i n  his rending of the Paper.  

While we all regret l ha t  i t  was not possible for Bro. Parkinson to be wit,h 
us tjo-uight, we must all agree that ,  as read by Rro. Lepper, all the most 
interesting points in the paper have been vividly and accurately brought before 
11s. 



Bro. Parkinson Ims not only given us a carefully selected record of the 
work of this old Irish Lodge, but  lie has succeeded in  putting before us a living 
picture of the Masonic Life ;is i t  Wii s  lived in  n i l  Irish County Town 170 years 
a ;  in fact, he has shown that ,  to n very large extent, t4he life in tha t  town 
was very largely influenced by the Masonic atmosphere. 

After till, while the rare :ind difficult problems of Masonry are very 
necessary subjects for JMi~sonic resesirch, t'he actual life and works of our elder 
Brethren from month to month and from year to year bring home to us all the 
reiility and seriousness of tlie Masonic life of tIhose early days. 

I have been very in tere~t~ed io find many similarities between the records 
of the D ~ ~ i i p i i t r i c k  Lodge and those of our oldest Lodges in  Sheffield, which 
were contemporary. With regard to  the iibsellce of records of the esirliest years. 
I find the same blanks in Sheffield, where there is strong evidence that  for the 
first five years no regular -Minutes of the working of the Loclge were kept. Such 
records as exist were those of special or vital decisions, of which we find record 
in  the Ciish Book or hooks of By-Lnws. 

I n  Sheffield, a t  least as regards the first regularly formed Lodge, the  
By-Laws (as sliown in my own paper') were written by Laurence Dermott and 
supplied as a complete and official code. The Downpat,rick relies, on the 
contrary, appear to have been gr:idually evolved, aft er discussion from time to 
time. and thus  " inve~ited " t,o meet the various needs as they arose. 

I n  Sheffirld from 1768 to about 1790, i t  wiis customary for the Minutes to 
be written up the sime evening as the Lodge was held and signed by the Master, 
or by the Brother who presided a t  that  meeting. Whether these Minutes were 
read aloud for the approval o f  the  Brethren, T do not know. 

When visiting a number of Lodges in  the United States twenty-five years 
ago, I found several Lodges i hat followed this practice. 

lio!/d Arrh. The earliest reference to the Royal Arch is on the 18th 
Oct80ber, 1764 : - 

. ' Bro. King being m:ide Royal Arch 10/6 " 

I n  June,  1788, a "Brother " was initiated into the Degree of a Royal Arch Super 
Excellent Mason l ' .  

Mud Masoiiry.  On 17th December, 1809, 3 Brethren were made Mark 
M us011s. 

C o m w / f t e c .  A Committee to deal with tlie affairs of the Lodge is most 
interesting, for while to-day it is : I  general custom for the cluster 10  invitle his 
Past Masters to confor with him, yet they have not the authority tha t  a 
Cornmittsee appointed by the Lodge would have. 

In.f taH/if  iofi of }V(t/~~?e'ii,n. In  Sheffield, for several years, the Wardens were 
elected by Ballot, :111d we lifive several records of their being " examined and 
found worthy " before being Installed. We also have records of Ihe Deacons 
being selected by the Wardens. 

Processio'ns. WC in Sheffield also had the custom of going in Procession 
to Church on St.. John 's  Day in summer ;incl the engagement of " some Reverend 
Brother " to preach a sermon. 

Bro. C. F. SYKES said : - 

Bro. Parkinson's paper is one which will appeal to the ordinary Alason as 
"well as to the Masonic student, and I join sincerely in  the vote of thanks to him. 

The extracts from pages 1 and 3 of the vol. i .  are correctly described by 
the writer as baffling. The entries give the same dat,e t o  two meetings, viz., 



' 27th being S t  Johns 1765 ", and " 27th Dec. 1765 " .  but membership is 28 
a t  tlie first quoted meeting and 22 at the second. 

The entries for 1766 show John Gordon as :  " Entered on 27th. S t .  J o h n ' s  
1766 Absent ". The meet,iiig on 27th December, 1766, would be the last 
meeting of that year, and he could not have entered and been absent at t he  
same meeting. 1 suggest tha t  the Secretary on the first page and with reference 
to John Gordon made tlie same error, and that  27th S t .  John 's  Day may have  
been 24th St. John's Day.  We could then understand the varia.t,ion of meinber- 
ship in the first two extritcts and the absence of John Gordon in the 1766 entries. 
Meetings were held on 24th June,  for members were regist,ered in Grand Lodge 
Rolls on that  date in 1762-3-4. 

I n  Eeguliitiou I. of the 1st Code of By-Laws i t  is somewhat snrpnsiiip 
to rend thitt, offenders against good conduct could be placed under arrest. It 
is evident from Article 2 of the Code agreed upon on 26th January,  1778, that. 
the Lodge was used as a Loan Societ,y and Slate Club. 

The term ' ordinary ' used in the 1772 quotation 1 assume to nllude to :I 
meal. The word lias been used to indicate s\ repast for all corners, certainly 
since Shakespeare's time. The price noted for the meal, 111, indicates that  t he '  
brethren were not extravagant with reg:trcl 10  their refreshment. ;incl that  tliis 
a s  the practice may be gathered fro111 the fact tha t  seventeen years Inter the 
cost of dinner on St .  John 's  day was only 1/4 .  Certainly the dining fee did 
not advance in the sunie degree as that for  ' rni~kiiig ' .  The latter is noted 
in  tlie 1st Code of B~-L: Iws  as 8/14. I n  1791 this hiid increased to Â£1 8. 2. 
This :aii~ou~it seems to iiiciicsite tha t  tJir original fee had been multiplied by 
three, plus the 1 / l  and 2/84 provided for by Law 8 of the 1791 (,'ode. 

The times of two meetings tippeal to me as uncommon. That of Alarch 2nd. 
1807, when Loclg~ opened a t  9 o'clock and closed :1t 12 o'clock. I t  wiis an  
evening meeting, for " The Stucldy of this Night " is mentioned. l t is to be 
hoped that  only town nu:mbers were present, for a hundred and twenty-five years 
ago transport wiis primitive. 

Then on June  24, 1805, when the Brethren met ;it Killiiichy. fifteen miles 
away, " Lodge opened JVIorning 7 ". This was a S t .  John 's  IJav celebration, and 
considering the dist,aiicr the brethren had to travel to the meeting place i t  
probably entailed an overnight journey to Killinchy. As  24th .Tune, 1805, , 

occurred on :I 3loiiday it iiiny well l i i i~e  been Uiat opportunity was taken to 
make a real week-end summer outing of the occasion. The meeting was 
advertised and a drum and fife band engaged. The celebration in 1809 
occurring 011 a Sat~utcl:iy wiis a much less pretentious :iffair. The little alithmetic:~l 
problem among the vtigue scribl~lings a t  commencement of vol. 11. intrigued me. 
I t s  s t i i t e ~ l l ~ ~ t  is puzzli~igly brief. What is meant is: Give the first mim 4 more 
thiill the second, the second 4 more than the third,  tqhe third 1 more than the 
fourth and the fourth l-5th 2e.v.q than the third.  The preceding scribbling appears 
to be just a jumble of words to be unravelled. The best I ciin make of them i s -  
" Cloth makes as well as shapes the man. H e  can marry money ". 

The volninrs under review may create as many problems us they unravel. 
but 1 venture to t,hiiik tha t  they do enable us to get closer to our old-time 
brethren, to  underst.ind :L little more of their aspirations and increase, our pride 
ill our  heritage. 

Bro. .J. H RROS LEPPER said : - 

I t  has been a. very great pleasure to hear ;I paper by my friend Brother 
R .  E. Parkinsou dehvcrc~d in this Lodge, the 1110r~ so as its subject is very dear 
to my heart*. one of those unadvertised Lodges in the provinces of IreLind that  



have been keeping the Craft alive there for well over a century and a half since 
t?hcir establishment. 

May I say first of all a word of high praise for the way in  which i t  has 
been written. The author hi>s been content to present us wit'h the  available 
facts, and has left, u s .  to d r i i ~  our own conclusions from them : but  one con- 
clusion we ill1  hii ill be forced to dra.w, thiit. our Brother Parkinson has performed 
a hard and lengthy task adiniriibly well. Tt is pleasant to reflect tha t  t he  
gratitude of every ' M i ~ s o l ~ i ~  sttudent will be his reward. 

Now about the documents a t  his disposal. It will have struck us all that, 
the Minutes of the Lodge proceedings are particiili-irly bald, even for the period 
when they were written. I doubt i f  anything definite of a ritual nature can be 
gathered from them. 

111 this respect two points suggest themselves for discussion : the altered 
custom of the Lodge in  usually conferring the first ;ind second degrees on the 
same evening from 1785 onwards ; iind the occasional mention of a Deputy Master. 

As for the first : not till the year 1858 did i i  month's interval between :~ny  
two degrees become obligatory in Ireland; so perhiips it would be rush (in default 
of more exact evidence) to attribute too much importance to a Lodge's sudden 
change of custom in this respect ; for it might have risen from a cause that  had 
nothing whatever to do with r i t ~ i i l ,  the convenience of a degree-giver, an  influx 
of new members wishing to obtiiin ilio three Craft degrees as soon i>s possible, the 
personal crotchet of a Master. The thing to boar in mind is that  there was 
nothing in the Irish code preventing a Lodge from conferring nil three degrees 
on one evening if it considered such a course desirable : and such a course was 
often i id~pt~ed.  

As for t'lie appearance of ;I Deputy Master among the Lodge officers on 
O C C ~ I S ~ O I I S :  I sho111cl be inclined to attribute Lliiit to Scots i~lfl~iel~ce.  l l a n y  
Scottish Masons u~~doubt~edly  visited the Downpatnck Lodge, probiibly many more 
than those whose niimes are recor+ded. They would talk, as is the laudable custom 
of their tribe, about how tliings were done in Scotl~ind, and thus the Irich may 
have heard of the blaster Depute and tramslated the word into their own idiom 
and the office intfo their own ceremonies. 

All of which is a very pretty piece of theorising, bu t  not, I am afraid, 
of much value to our enquiry. 

Before passing from t,his important question of possible ritual changes ill 
Ireland round about 1785 (for whether we believe in i t  or whet,her we don't it. 
is a tangible possibility to be discussed), the question a t  once arises: who decreed 
the change? If there was a change, it was certiiinly not enforced from Dublin. 
The northern Lodgos a t  t.11is date paid scimt attention and even more ~ c i ~ l l t ~  dues 
to the Grand Lodge in the  capital ; means of communication were difficult ; the' 
country Lodges on according to their own lights. and 1 fmcy  did not 
particularly welcome a message from the supreme Masonic autl~orit~y in Ireland, 
since such missive usually contained a demand for money. From what I know of 
the northern Mason I think that  ;L communication from such a source ordering a 
change in the established ritual would have been even less welcome and even more 
willingly disregarded. Nor hnve T been able to discover in the Grand Loclge 
RIi~intes any entry to suggest Hiiit a ukase about ritual matters was ever issued 
to the Lodges from 1780 till the end of the century. 

Granted these premises: if there was a ~ h i i l ~ g e  of ritual in Downpatrick 
round about 1785, who introduced it ? 

As Brother l'arkinson has truly remarked : the Mimites riiise more problems 
thii11 they solve. 

I join in his regret tha t  t,he passages referring to the Higher Degrees are 
so unsatisfying. Here I offer, by way of i l l ~ i s t r i i t i ~ l ~  and in the hope of making 
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some humble return for the pleasure his piiper has given me, the Minute recording 
the conferring of t'he Royal Arch degree in the neighbouring town of Comber on 
the 17th February, 1798, in Temple of Fame Lodge No. 822 (now No. 46) :- 

" Lodge in Due form the W'p' l  High Prest in the S'T'M' Snt  Or'urn 
(Sf l t l~'ff /?t l  i ~ ~ / ~ ~ f ~ f ' l l . t ~ ? )  ( f ~ ~ d f f n  l7/11/J f's') 

ALL pass'd the Chair, and received the Degrees of an Exclant Super 
E~pli111t Royal Arch Mason and afterwards Dubcl knights and in  Order 
paid there Contrabution to the high Priest 111 the J-I ' l 'y of I I ' l 'ys  ".l 

Whatever ritual this Mimite may indicate, we may perhaps assume that  the one 
in vogue in Downpatrick must have been something similar.. 

I shall touch on only one other matter, the Lodge's unfortunate connection 
with the Seton Secession. W e  know that. those who were preparing the schism in  
Dublin did their utniost by circular and otherwise to bring in  all the northern 
Lodges on their side. 1 find a note that 011 the 7th April, 1806, Brother Richard 
Sankev of Lodge No. 155 Dublin visited the Downprttrick Lodge. From the 
care with which his nsime and Lodge have been recorded, one is tempted to regard 
h im as ii11 envoy from the camp of the malcontents. Whetlier actually so or not, 
I have 110 doubt. he had plenty to tell about the recent and ;~pproaching r ~ c t ~ i o n s  
in Gr;ind Lodge. 

Nothing now further rem.iins but to tender my thanks and congratulations 
to my good friend Brother P:xrkiuson for having devoted his talents to such good 
purpose. H is Lodge and his province are proud of him. T tloo am proud tha t  
my Mother Constitution has sent us such iz splendid piece of research work by the 
pen of a friend and Brother, 

T regret I cannot, be with you to-111orrow evening, and will ask you to  
kindly iipologise for me. 

1 have perused every line of Bro. P:~rkiusons  pii,pcr with the greatest 
interest, and congra t~ la t~e  him most sincerely upon his trunscript of the old 
Minute Books of tJhe old D0~1111iitrick Lodge, which gives us a most vivid 
picture of the manners and cost,umes of the old Irish brethren. It was a labour 
of love to him, T know, and I arc glad we are t o  have i t  in the :l r . ~ .  

Bro. W. JENKINSOS wr i t e s  : - 

Goiild, on the subject of the history of the Order in Ireland, complains 
C ' Neither are there histories published of particular Lodges, ;is in England, 
Scotland iind America, so that  not only the Irish Craft, but  also the bret,hren 
of other jurisdictions, have. except in a Few so1it:ir-y instcznces, tro put  up  with 
the  entire sil~s(~nce of those details of Masonic life and activity which would throw 
a strong light on the Freemasonry of the Sister Kingdom l ' .  (Hi,storf,  of 
Freeiiutso?w:i/, iii., 41.) Nearly fifty years have elapsed since this stricture was 
penned, and yet the words are as true nlmost to-day us when written. JVlembers 
of the Irish Constitution will, therefore, welcome the appearance of the present 
valuable contribution to our hist,ory. and the more so because not only does the  
paper present. 2111 admirable summary of the work of a n  Irish country Lodge of 
the  eighteenth century, but  also because i t  supplies o, solid mass of those very 
details of which the great Masonic historian bewailed tlie scarcity. 

1 Ry the fraternal kindness of Brother Jolin Robinson I \vils enabled some years 
back to make a transcript of this Minute Book. 



It is generally :idmitted that  a purply historical paper. s\ich as tha t  before 
us. is largely devoid of controversial points; nevertheless, the following notIes 
gathered from other Irish records may help in the discussion of one or two points 
dealt with in Rro. Parkinson's colilrihi~ tion 

The annual election of ofTicers as observed by the brethren of No. 367 is 
an instance of complete divergence from tjhe more common pr:tctice of Irish 
Lodges, in which the  officers "were elected li:ilf-yearly down to 1875 when the 
yearly period became law. Jus t  why the Downpatrick brethren adopted the 
yearly system is not clear, and n o  great help is to be found from an examii~at~ion 
of the early Irish Constitutions. of which Ar t .  X X I I .  contains the sole reference 
t o  the dote for election of officers, and even then this Article deals primarily with 
the election of Grand officers :- 

" XXII.  The Brethren of all the Lodges in sind about Dublin, shall 
meet at, an sinnual Con~rnii'nic:ition, and Fesist,, i n  some convenient 
Place, on St.  J O H N  the Baptist's Day . . . 

. . . the Grand Lodge must meet in some convenient Place, 
annually on St .  J O H  N's Day ; or if it be Sunday, then on the next 
Day, in order every Year to chuse :L new Grand Master, Deputy and 
Wardens ". 

-Pennell. 1730. 
Smitsli amends the above to read thus : - 

" XXII .  The Brethren of all the Lodges in and about the City of 
Dublin, shall meet nt an annual Communication and Feast, in some 
convenient Place, on St .  John Baptist's Day, or else on S t .  John 
 evangelist,'^ Day. 11s the Grand Lodge shall think fit . . . ' '  

-.Smith. 1735. 

The first hint o f  :L half-yearly meeting of the subordinate Lodges is found 
in the following:- 

" XXII. The Brethren of all the Lodges in  and near the City of 
Dublin shall meet in some convenient Place on every S t .  John 's  Day, 
and when Business is  over they may repair to their Festival Dinners 
S . .  

The Grand Lodge must meet in some convenient Place on S t .  John 
the  evangelist.'^ Day on every year ;  in order to chuse or recognize a 
new Grand Master, Deputy, and Grand Wardens ". 

-Spratt. O.R. 1744. 

Spriltt  repeat,^ the above in his 1751 edition, with a minor ult3eration in 
the  last sentence, " in order t,o proclaim the new, or Recognize the old Grand 
Master ' l .  

The Irish Regulat8ions of 1768 enact :- 

' XX. All the Lodges in  Dublin shall for the future elect their Officers 
sometime in the Months of April :ind Oct,ober . . . and the 
Country Lodges are to return the Names of their Officers, and a List 
of their Members to the Grand Secretary, on or before St .  JOHN'S  
Day in June  every Year " . 

This is  the first, enactrment dealing with the election of officers by country 
Lodges, and we find it repeated in Rule XXTV., Section IV..  Downes -4 / 1 i 1 j ; a ' n -  

K m n  1817, with this amendineiil :- 

" Country Lodges are also t'o ret,urn their Officers whether elected or 
continued, and a list of all their Members ( { i n s t  paid) to the Grand 
Secretary, on or before each St .  John's Day. and any Lodge not 
complying with the above shiill be fined 5s. 5d." 



The Irish Warrant of the eighteenth century conferred very extensive 
rights to the grantees, the clause benring on the present point re:icling :- 

' And We do hereby give and grunt unto the said . . . :ind their 
Successors. Full Power :md lawful Authority from t i i n ~  to time, to 
proceed to Election of :I new Master and W:irdens, to make such 
Laws, Rules and Orders. as they, from time to time shall think proper 
and convenient for the well-being and ordering of said Lodge " ; 

Presumably Lodge 367 acted 011 the t,erms of its Warr;nit and held i ts  
elections as local circumstances dictated. I11 this connection i i  may be noted 
that  the By-Laws of No. 1 Cork, dated 1769, provided for the election of a 
W.M. annually on the Lodge Day Preceding the Festival of St. Joliii tlie Bnptist. 
(Tra i t s . ,  Lodge of Research, No. 200 Dublin, 1926, p. 92.) The Minutes of 
Lodge No. 328 Richliill record half-yearly election of officers from 1759 till 1765, 
then after  a giip of ten yeilrs in  the records we have yeaily elections from 1775- 
1845. I11 all t.he Lodges under tlie jurisdiction of the Armagh Co. Committee 
during the period 1790-1799 elections took place ant1~1;illy in October and the 
officers were i~lstiilled in the December following. 

Of the minor nmtters referred to in the paper, I think Art .  9 of the  
1764/5 By-Laws indiciites an attempt to collect the ;imnial Grand Lodge dues of 
I l l d .  per member, payable up to 1768 by t h e  subordiui-ite Lodges, but superseded 
i tha t  year by the levy of 10/lOcl. on each Lodge. (Art .  XVT. Regulations 
1768.) 

The " Tniiicl~t~oiis " presented in 1765 by Bro. Martin wrre for the use of 
the Wardens, and took t h e  place of our present day when the Lodge v.-ss 

a t  I ; ~ b o ~ u ,  as well u s  being carried by the Wardens when the Lodge " walked " 
011 St. John's  Days. Tlie use of the tru~~:heoiis  111 Lodge is c1einoiistr:itecl by the  
following extract. : - 

' 17th tliat there is to be rt silence at the  first (nhiil) of the Mi~ster 's  
hamcr, i111d Likeways a t  the first Stroke of eucli Treivhon struck by 
tlie S i r .  aiici Jnni ' .  Wardens " 

-By-Laws No. 315. Tanderageo (1759-1 81 3) .  

With reference to the " poles " and two sets of 3 rods, i i  is suggested that  
the former were for the Loclge Fliig. of which practically every Vister Lodge 
possessed a more or less elaborate specimen. The " rods ' appear to 11;ive been 
used in  the Lodge ceremonies. Thus the records of No. 783, Dummirry, Co. 
Antrim, show iliat the Master, Senior and Junior Deacon carried each a Black 
rod in his hand while the Lodge was a t  1:ibour. @ ) ) . v . ,  Lodge No. 200, 1924, 
p. 190, XI.) The purchase of n second set of rods in No. 367 is not without a 
parallel. I n  his J i V o t e y  on tJie Diinhoyne. 7,0/?$/t,. Xu. li0 A ' / / I I / . ~ ,  Bro. ATolony 
quotes the purchase of a ' l  sett rods &. Truncheons " in 1791. and again in 
1807 " Paid for 3 Rods " (Trail.--., No. 200, 1924, p. 190.) 

By-Lnw 4 o f  No. 367 (vol. ii.) ~erniiids us tha t  :ilthough refreshment 
always was in evidence after labour, nevertheless our ancient, brethren were 
mindful of thp I D W ~  of due decorum in Lodge. A rather amusing variant of 
the customary rule  dealing wit11 sobriety is contained in the following : - 

' 7th t,li:~t nu ])erson be :idrpitted into the Lodge thai is in Liquer or  
the Least Drunk with Liquers if lie Getts in he is to be asskrl. i f  he is ' 

Drunk by the Sen". Warden if he replys tha t  he is not & a t  the same 
time is. lie is to be put out 1 9 -  the blaster and Deitcons ". 

-By-Laws No. 3 15, T i t ~ ~ d e r i i g e ~  (1 759- 18 13). 

1 " Chap ", I'lster dialect for l '  blow ' l .  



Bro, Parkinson raises an interesting clllestion of the  doctrine of Exclusive 
Jurisdiction as shown in the fee c11:irg~cI c:~iidid:ltes for affiliation witlh No. 367 
who had been made within twelve miles of Tlottrnpatrick. I have noted a some- 
what similar practice in  n Co. Armagh Lodge. The incident is dated ten years 
later, and may add i l  link to the chain of evidence :- 

' No Brother to be aclll~itted a Member of this Lodge that  was Entered 
passed mid Raised for a less Sum that $1. 2 .  9 within Twenty Miles 
of Lurgaii, otherwise 111:ike up  the sum to this Lodge l ' .  

-By-Laws No. 134, Lurgan (1810). 

By f a r  the most intcrestiiig point arising out of consicleriition of the paper 
is the change in  the method of conferring ilio Craft degrees, which appears to 
have taken place in  No. 367 about', the year 1785. 

Pei~nell 's  Con.xt,i/;/tiot~s 1730 show that  the Irish Rite n t  t ha t  tlirne consisted 
of three degrees. Entered Apprentice. Fellow Cr-ift, and Master Mason, and in 
the opinion of iiro. Chetwode Cniwley the ceremony of Installation as Master 
of a Lodge included the essentials of what afterwards became our Irish Royal 
Arch Degree. ( ( ; ( [e . t t i .  I I ib .  Fnsc. 1 .) I n  research work regarding the manner 
in  which the Craft  degrees were conferred in the early clttys by our Irish Lodges 
the  student is sadly h~nnpered by tlie scarcity of subordinate Lodge records, and 
until every available scrap of evidence has been collated i t  is unsafe to venture 
more than a tentative opinion. Sufficient evidence is available tto indicate tha t  
variations did occur in the method of conferring these degrees, but  at such 
divergent dates :is to render i t  difficult to reduce to demonstration both the period 
and the c ; u ~ s e . ~  The following extracts will illustrate the difficulty :- 

The first record in  order of date is - 

l '  W m :  Gallway Esqr. : and Ensigne John  Cooke were made & rece'd 
Enterprentices and did then and there pay ye Treasnr'r their Enter 
prentice Subscription to y" Stock being for each Brother 2/84 ". 

-.V-WK. G.L. Mmit-ter, 13/3/1728 (Trans. ,  Lodge No. 200, 1923, p.  97.) 

No Minute of a subsequent degree being conferred on either of these 
brethren is extant. 

Our next evidence is D'Assigny, who says of the members of the Irish 
Jurisdiction in 1744 " we have contented ourselves with three material steps to 
approach our Summum BOIIIIIII, the Immortal God " (Serious .Enqu i r y ,  p. 32), 
thus tigreeing with Pennell's three degrees, Apprentice. Fellow Craft, Master 
(Co1tstztutioii.s 1730. p. 44). D'  Assigny's statement is borne out by the earliest 
extant Alinut*es of a Dublin City Lodge, No. 207, which record three degrees 
given on separate nights from 1763 till 1780, viz., entered, crafted, and finislied, 
or, ' raised to the degree of ;I Mi~ster Mason ' '. as i t  is sometimes minuted. From 
1780 till 1784 the practice varied, some candidates receiving the E.A. and F .C .  
on the same night, whilst in  others the conferring of the  E . A .  and F . C .  on 
separate nights was the rule. From 1784 onwards these degrees were given on 
the same night with :l11 odd exception up to 1815, when the Lodge Minutes cease. 

I n  Lodge No. 27, C'ork. we find " two candicl;~tes were received and passed 
the degrees of Entered Apprentice and Fellow Craft " on the 19th February, 1749, 
and on the 1st March these two brethren were : '  received into a blaster's Degree." 
(fians., Lodge 200, 1926, p. 84.) 

1 For a detailed study of this snhjec't from the Irish standpoint t he  student 
is referred t o  Tlie Differences be tween  E ~ h s h  and I r i s J t  Mc~somc Rlti~als treated 
Historically,  by Bro. .J. Heron Lepper, pul~lisliecl by the  Lodge of Research, No. 20H, 
Dublin. 1920. find T l i . ~  Iri.s7t Rite, by Bro Philip Cross14 ( T r m s . ,  Lodge No. 200, 
Dublin, 1923. p. 1.3.3 e t  seq . ) .  



The Minutes of No. 1 Cork testify tha t  the procedure of conferring the  
E.A. and F.C.  oil the smile night w:is observed in 1769. ( I b i d .  pp. 96-97.) 

Comiitg t o  the North of Tre1:uid we have in  Veriion Lodge. No. 123, 
Colernine, Co. Derry, the  general practice from 1753 till 1759 of " entered " on 
one night, followed by the F .C.  and M.M. degrees together on a subseqnent night. 
Then for the period 1760-1780 the general rule became E.A. and F.C.  on one 
night, followed by the M.M. degree a t  a later date. (Jtu1, pp. 143-144.) 

Lodge No. 134 L ~ ~ r g i ~ n ,  Co. Armagh, from 1750 till 1788 conferred three 
degrees, mostly tit monthly intervals, described ;is " first step, second step, third 
step ". From 1788 onwards we find occasional instances of a * '  first step " on one 
night, followed by tlie " second ~ u i d  third steps " given together a t  a subsequent 
meeting, but the more constant pract'ice was to confer the E .A .  and F.C. together 
under tlhe title " entered iilld crafted ": with the M.M. degree on a. later night.  
( J f i - i t  S. . No. 134, Lurgau .) 

Thus far all my extracts have been drawn from Trish sources as properly 
befits a criticism of a paper dealing with the history of a Lodge of that  Jurisdic- 
tion. One instance taken from the records of a Lodge belonging to the English 
Constitution, however, may be allowed as bearing on the subject of the method 
of conferring degrees in  the period under review. 

011 the I4tth August, 1752, the English Lodge of St .  John of Eustatizis, 
ill the Province of the Leeward Islands, gave a confirmatory Charter to certain 
brethren of the Lodge Perfect Htirnioiiv. New Orleans, and the letter accompanying 
the Charter contains the following pregnant paragraph :- 

' Particularly we do strictJy recommend to our Brethren of the Parfait  
Harmony to  Continue in the Use of giving the two Degrees of Entered 
Apprentice and fellow Craft Iinediily the One After the Other with- 
out ilny Delay as is the Practice of Most of the Best Lodges, and as 
we do Ourselves for several1 Reasons tha t  Cannot be T^xprest here has 
convinced of the Necessity of this the which we have Communicated 
to  our Brethren Fooks i111d Caresse ' .  

-A.Q.C., d . ,  107. 

Here we 11:i.ve a procedure similar to t$hat observed by No. 27 Cork in 
1749, and one st,ated to be " t'he Practlice of Xost of the Best Lodges " of the 
English Constitution. 

Could i t  be possible that  in tliis extract from the records of a long-forgotten 
Lodge we have a key to the puzzle why the E.A. and F . C .  degrees commenced to  
be conferred at  an early date on the s:nne night. ? Dare we :issnme that  when the 
Brethren of the English Premier Jurisdiction adopted certain innovations they 
also provided means whereby the initiate could have explained to him, a t  the 
earliest possible moment after becoming a Mason, the difference between the two 
systems which later became known as Nodern and Antient 9 Granted this, then 
p r i t ~ ~ u  facie those Lodges which were of the Antient faith would be compelled to 
adopt a similar course, thereby ensuring ;L like knowledge on the part  of their 
adherents. 

I n  Ireland, the home of the Antients, news of tlie imiovatioms, and of the 
method adopted to  counteract them, would spread but slowly owing t40 difficulties 
in comnrnnicnfcion. so tha t  variations in the system of conferring degrees in the 
Irish Lodges is not altogether *surprising. 

The ye;ir 1780, when the ch.inge appears to h i v e  been provisionally adopted 
ill No. 207 Dublin is peculiar, when compared with the records of No. 27 Cork, 
but i t  must be remembered that  the latter Loclge was in close touch with Bristol 
Masonry all through its existence, and may thus have receeived early information 
of the changes which had taken place. 



The acceptance of the change by No. 207 Dublin in  1784. and evidence 
th:it t8he new procedure h;id become emerill :ill over Ireland about the lost 
mentioned date, sliow , however, tha t  in all probability sound reasons existed for 
its iidopti011 by ot.ln'r Irish Lodges a t  iin curlier period such ;is we have seen in 
the case of No. 27 Cork. 

Tt is submitted that  the view expressed here is worth consideration inasmuch 
as it presents a simple explanation to an otherwise k11ott.y problem. and further i t  
possesses the merit of providing a possible solution which avoids any controversy 
reg:irding the evolution of Degree's, for what ever form of ritual the various Lodge 
records inay have intended to convey by the terms R.A. and F.C.,  nothing more 
is postulated t.Iian that  two degrees, described as E.A. and F .C . ,  were conferred 
on the same night. 

This idea may prove worthy of further investigation, and is accordingly 
offered here with a view t80 having its v:~llie tested. Should it prove ten;ible. t h e  
credit for the suggestion is due t,o Uro. J. Heron Lepper, who drew my :itvtjention 
to the latent possibilities of the IVIiinite of the Lodge St.  John of Eust;itins which 
I liad submitted to him. 

Bro. Parkinson is to be heartily coiigrati11a.t.ed on his able paper, and its 
publication should evoke a mass of well informed criticism from the members of 
Q.C. 

Bro. PARKINSON, in reply, 7rr'ifc.v : - 

Before replying to points raised in the discussion of this paper, I should" 
like to place on record my deep sense of gratitude to three Brethren in particular. 
To Bro. Heron Leppor, who not only nt. short notice presented the paper to the 
Lodge on my behalf, but  who during its prepasatlion wns ever ready to give advice- 
and criticism,-criticism so gently worded as to sound more like ; I  compliment ! 
Bro. Philip Crossle, too, devoted much time to reading the paper in draft ,  and 
supplied much with which to  clothe tjhe bare bones of the original. Bro. Win. 
,Jei~kiuson verified many references, and from his wide knowledge of Irish Masonry 
has supplied many illuminating comments. 

The records are in many respects so va.gne thatj on many points one could 
only suggest possible ~xplanat~ions,  but now that  they are placed on record i t  is 
to be hoped they tray be useful for comparison, and shed some light on similar 
occurrences elsewhere. 

Bro. Heron Lepper very ably discusses the problem of the change in the- 
manner of conferring the degrees in or about 1785. I must, confess 1 :im 
attr:icted by the theory advanced by Bro. Philip Cross16 in his Irish l { t f c  

(Trims., Lodge No. 200, Dublin, 1923), and I iun prepared t.o go far in 11;s 
company. I n  its essence i t  is but  a development of the theory set forth by 
Bro. Heron Leppcr in his D i f <  rcnres 1)ft ween tli e EtvnJish cnn! Irish M a s o n i c  
7?7t1/ / (7s.  namely, that  the development of the Royal Arch as a separate degree 
was accomplished, so far  as Irel:i.nd is concerned, in Dublin, and that  the change 
spread gradually from p1:ice to place as opportunity offered. I t  will require the- 
careful collation of :ill :~~:i.iliible records before WC v:in wove or disprove the theory, 
hut i t  appears t o  offer a t  least ii useful working hypothesis. 

I cannot agree with Bro. Lepper that  in tlie case of 367 it was any trivial 
circumstance that. caused the change. Occurring ;is i t  did,  when the Lodge was 
setting i ts  home in order and discharging its obligations to Grand Lodge, i t  seems 
to me that  it was due t$o some ontsidc influence, in t,his case possibly that. of t.11~- 
Grand Master himself, Lord G1er;iwly. By this 1 do not by any means suggest 
tha t  i t  was decreed by Grand Lodge, but that  the practice was carried from 
Dublin by influential brethren to the country Lodges. 



Bro. Jenkinson has furnished illiiny interesting comments, but I shall only 
touch on two. His quotat,ion of Regulation XX. of the Irish Regulations to 
1768 shows why members and officers were rctgistered in Grand Lodge books on 
24th June,  1762-3-4, as pointed out by Bro. Sykes, and would go to support the  
theory that  these R,egulations consisted of resolutions adopted from time to time 
by Grand Lodge prior to their date of publication. 

His quotation from -4 .().C.. xl . ,  p. 107. of the letter from the Lodge of 
St .  John of Eustatius, accoinpii~~ving their coufirinutory charter to certain 
brethren of the Lodge of Perfect I-I:~riiiony at. Now Orleans, shows that  conferring 
the degrees of Entered Apprentice and Fellow Craft a t  one meeting was the 
" Practice of Most of the Best Lodges " ol' the Moderns in 1752, but  when he 
attempts to suggest a reason for the ~ract ice ,  his use of such phrases as " Could 
it be possible " and " D:ire we ilssume " '  go to show that  his faith in his own 
suggestion is but meagre. 

I11 conclusion, may 1 express my own gratification that  the rambling notes 
I have culled from the records of my Mother Lodge have been enshrined in the 
pages of A . Q . L ' . ,  and my hope that  the plensm-e 1 have had in their preparation 
may also be i~ccompaiiied by profit to the students who peruse them? 



NAYMUS GRECUS: A NEW IDENTIFICATION. 

. . . Salloinon confirmed both Charc1gc.s and the n1annc1.s that  liis ffat.hor had 
given to fihisons[.] And thus was that  woirtliy Crafte of Massonrey Confirmed 
in the Countrcy of Jerusalem And in llliiily other Kyngdonies. Curious Craftes 
men walked aboute frill wyde in Dyne's Countries soome to Lciirne more Crafte 
and conning & sonic to teache them th:its had but  litle conning and so yt be fell 
t ha t  their was one Curious Masson that  height Naymus greens that  had bvn :it 

the making of Sallonions Temple & he came into ffraunce and there he taught the 
Science of massonrey to men of ffraunce. And there was one of the Regal1 l y e  
of ffraunce thiit height Charles Martell[.I And he was A man tliat Loved well 
suche A Crafte and Drewe to this Naylnnis grecus and Learned of him the Crafte 
And to [ ?  tocke] vppon him the Chardges & y  ̂ manners,. 

G m l  Lodge Yo. I AllS. [1583]. 

HEN ]Mr. E. H. Driiig w:is trying to identify Naymus Grecns 
as the great English ecclesiastic and scholar Alcuin [735-804 
A. D.] L he quot.ec1 five lines from one of the latter's Latin 
1)oeins : - 

Perpelmiin valeat Thyrsis siiiml a t q ~ i e  Menalca, 
Lpse Menalca coquos iiigrii castiget i n  anla. 
Vt calidos habeat FLiccus per fercula. pnltes. 
Et Nemins Greco infinidat sna pocula Baccho 
Qui secum t i i l~ l l i~ l~l  semper portare suesci t . 

These lines appear a t  the end of a poem acldressed to Chiir1em:igne in which Alci~in 
recalls and jokes about his former companions a t  the school uttachecl to the 
emperor's court. They appear under assumed names. " Let Thyrsis ". siiys 
Alcuin, " ,ilw:iys be esteemed at. the same time as Menalca~. Let that  same 
Xenalca whip the cooks in the blackened kitchen, so that  Flaccus"' may have his 
soup hot in the bowl. And let Nemins. who is wont to carry his cask with him, 
fill his wine-cups with  Greek wine ". 

As Mr.  Dring says, " a t  first sight this marvellous con~bination of Nemias 
:incl Greco would a,ppe:ir to solve the problem, but unfortunately it proves nothing 
satisfactorily. Neinias was only an obscure cellarer who might have been the 
prototype of Simon {he  celliirer. I t  is, however, quite possible t h a t  this passage, 
which is the nearest approach to Nairnns Grecns tha t  1sns vet, been found in  t '  e 

1 .-.Q.('., xvi i i .  (19;r)). 179-19.); s i x .  (1906). 45-62 I ( I D  not accept Dr i~ ig ' s  
identificat,ion bcraiisc n o  e:irly ro;i,ilcr \ \o~ikl  (~oiit'iise r i .  oven ~ v l i e n  touching, with  a ,  
whi& in his tox t ,  . i s  shouii in ;i l l  the illustrations offered by M r .  Driup;, appeiireil only 
i l l  t he  l'or.ni wlii(li w e  are now sicoiistomeil i n  iise i t  111 l4oinnii t ype ,  n o t  in the form 
now used in i t a l i c  type :iml i n  modern l~~inclwriting.  

2 A.( ) . (" . .  xlv i i i . .  1M. 
:J Alc11in. Ciirm~11 t-c-xxviii., i n  O p e r a .  Pntrologirt L;it inn. vol. c i . ,  cols. 781-2. 

The t ex t  there re:i(ls in error J V ~ o i i V / . s  C r n r ~ .  hut see the quotation of lines 4-5 of the 
above extract in 1111 C'aime, (,'l(^->sirritir/~. under " 'I'ii~inn ". 

4 Alc-uin himself. 



whole range of mediaeval literature, may have influenced the editor or copier of 
the MS. in which N ; ~ i n ~ u s  Greens first appeared ". Much as we can sympathise 
with Mr. Dring in  his obvious disappointment, the conjunction of the two words 
iVe?~lias and Greco does indeed prove nothing, for although they appear side by 
side in the verse they are separated in sense by a verb and object, so tha t  we are 
still left with the problem of how this " obscure cellarer " a t  Charlemagne's court 
was connected with one of King Solomon's assistants a t  Jerusalem eighteen 
hundred years earlier. A t  the s;ime time i t  is possible, not tlhat Alcuin's Nemias 
is Naymus Greens, hut  that  we have an important clue in Nemias. 

For where did Alcuin borrow the name of Nemias f rom? Why choose 
that  particular name for tlhe " obscure cellarer " ? The poem conceals the names 
of real persons under classical and biblical names * some of Alcnin's friends appear 
under the classical names of Virgil (Muro), Fluccus, Sulpicius, Hippocrates, 
Thyrsis, and BIenalca: others appear under the biblical names of David, Jesse, 
Zacheus. and Nemias. Though we do not readily recognise the latter as a biblical 
name i t  is really one of the Latinised forms of the name of Nehemiah, and ;I little 
probing into the writings of Alcuin's successors in t.he hierarchy of the church will 
show a t  once the story to which Alcuin referred. 

Archbishop Ado of Vienna [ ? 800-8741 wrote iln excellent synchronistic 
history of the world, his C'Jirotz'icon, and in his description of the reign of the  
Persian monarch Artaxerxes Longimanus [ B . c .  465-4251 says, " Ejusdem 
[Artaxerxes Longimanus] anno vicesirno. 'Necks pincer110 de Susis castro 
a-dveniens, murum Jerusalem quinqiiaginta d u o b ~ ~ s  diebus restitnit . . . Et 
quidem Africanus in quint,o Temporuni vohiinine. hujiis temporis it:i ineminit : 
mansit itaque imperfecturn opus iisqlie ad N ~ P ~ ? I / / I ? ? I ,  et vigesi~num quintum annum 
Artaxerxis. Quo tempore regni Persarum, centum et  quindccim, anni fiieriint, 
evoluti. Captivitatis autem Jerusalem cent,esim~is quinqii:igepimus et quintus 
erat ; et  tune primum Artaxorxcs jussit muros extrui Jerusalem : operi prsefuit. 
Xeemias, et4 sedificat;~ est plates, et  111m'i circunicla.ti : et. ex illo tempore si numerare 
veils, septumginta annorum hebdoir nclas usque ad Christum pot eris invenire ' ' . 

Alcuin therefore borrowed the name for his ' ' obscure cellarer " from the 
Bible. Tn the book of the Bible which bears his name, Neliemiah, the cupbearer 
of A r t a x e r x e ~ , ~  tells how, while he was in the palace a t  S11ush:in. he enquired of 
Hanani and other ,Jews concerning Jerusalem, and of the state of those who had 
escaped the captivity. Their report of destruct~ion arid desolation saddened him. 
When he next took wine to the king, Artaxerxes asked the reason of his sadness. 
Nehemiiih then talked of the desolation of Jerusalem, and asked if he might be 
sent there to rebuild the city walls. Permission was grsinied, and, an red  with 
letters to governors whose territories lay on the way, and t o  Asaph, the keeper 
of the king's forest,. to provide timber for the gates iind walls, Nchemiah set 
forth, and after a three days' journey arrived at Jeriisulem. The work of re- 
building the  city was divided among the tribes rind their rulers.,' As  their 
enemies, the Arabians, Ammonites, iiiid Ashclodites. became threatening, Nehemiah 
put half his men on guard while the other hidf, themselves armed, laboured a t  
the walls. Some economic distiess among the Jews threatened to cause internal 
disorders, but  i t  was quelled by Nchemiah, now the governor of Judsea:' I n  the 
midst of all these trials the wall was rebuilt in fifty-two and was dedicated 
with great ceremonial . 6  

1 S .  ~~~~~~~~~S A r c h i ~ p i s c .  V i e n n e n f i s  Chronicon. in Patrologia Latnia, vol. cxxiii., 
col. 52. 

2 For 1 was the king's cupbearer," Xelt,c:~~ / c111  I . ,  11. 
3 X e h e m i a h  iii. 

yel ierniah v., 14. 
5 Xehem-iah vi. ,  15. 
6 Yehemiah xii. ,  27-47. 



Nelien~i:~li thus stands out i n  Old Testament story as the rebuilder of 
Jerusalem, to the Jews, and indeed to history, a work of national re-foundation. 
H e  himself was  " Mast8er of the Works ", a mail to be honoured :inlong the Jews 
as the restorer of their nation and holy city. I n  mediaeval religious works, 
universal histories, and encydopsedias, he appears as the  restorer of both the  
Temple and tlie city, and his name is sometimes linked with Ezra's. Isidore, for 
exiimple, records his work thus :-" Nam et templum Domini iideiii reaedific:iverunt 
[Nehemi:ili and Ezr:i] , et m iirorum :>c tnrrium opus ipsi r e s t an rave r~~n t  " . l  The 
Temple, according to TJie Book oj / ? : Â ¥ w I ,  had :~ctiially been restored about eighty 
years earlier. under sivnessive mandates from Cyrus and Thwius, while some 
thirteen years before Nehemiah left Shushan for Jerusalem, Artaxerxes had pent 
Ezra the high priest back to the Holy City with the Jews whom he W;IS releasing 
from cilptivity." Nehemiall, however, did  much to restore the orderly administra- 
tion of temple aff:zirs ancl services. The Jewish chroniclers state tha t  Ezra :ind 
Nehemiah travelled together to .Jeriisiilem, " and built the temple of God and his 
altsir So that  there was obviously a tendency in early times to accord t o  
Nehemiah a greater achievement than he seems actually to have performed, and 
there is nothing against our also attributing to him a t  all events a share in the 
rebuilding of the Temple. 

Now the statements concerning Nayii'nis Greens in the Masonic documents 
arc as follows : - 

(1) His name, which gives no ready clue to his i~ lent i t~y.  
(2) H e  was ;I builder. 
(3) H e  worked a t  Jerusalem. 

(4) H e  was " at  the  making of Solomon's Temple " . 

(5) H e  journeyed to Prance and taught architecture to Charlemagne. 

Nel1erui:ih was not a contemporary of Solomon, but he was a blulder who worked 
a t  Jerusalem on the city walls, and :ilso, according to Jewish sources, on the 
Temple. H e  did not, so far  ;is we know, journey to Fiance. The ambiguity in 
chronology, that. of :I pparon tly making him contemporary with Solomon, is not of 
vital importance, since the Masonic manuscripts also err in making Euclid a 
contemporary of Abraham, so that no one c;in insist on accnr:ite chronology here. 
The journey to Prance from the Holy L:ind; by whomever undertaken, must also 
be held as suspicious us those journeys to Fr:uiee which S t .  Lazarus, S t .  Martha, 
St.. Mary. and other Palestinian members of the C%ui'c*li :IIT supposed to have 
made. arid ;is suspicions a3 St .  Joseph of Ai imathsen's journey to Glastonbury. 
I n  ot,her words one suspects tha t  the inventive genius of a French ecclesiiistic, 
bent on linking his iint.ive country directly with the Holy Liind, is here :it work. 
The ( , ! ~ ~ i i i p ~ ~ i i i i q / c ~  1 1 . i ~  t h e  not dissimilar tIracIition of Maitre Sonbise, who. 
also a builder under Solomon, t,i-itvelled from the Holy Land to France. So that  
we are left with the name Naymiis, aucl t h ~  fact that  he h;is worked a t  the Temple, 
a s  still not subject to suspicion. These fact>s also suit Nehemiiih. 

A study of the forms of the word AeJn-miu?~ limy help us to understand 
how it  could become ,T(~I,II// U < .  We may itsslim<; tha t  the form in the English 
translations of the Bible, XeJt ~ ~ ? ; . I C / / I  . is a fairly accnriite transliteration of the 
Hebrew o r  Aramaic form. The Septuagmt, written in Greek, had to  modify 
the spelling, since there is no written ?I in Greek. Thus came into being the  
forms Kee/-i/aq, ~ e i ~ i o ~ ,  the first four letters representing the two 
syllables [Nay-em]. From the Septrutgii~t forms descei~ded one of the Latin 

1 Etymolo~ turvm,  V I I . ,  vi i i  . 23. 
2 Ezui i.-vi. 
3 Ezra vii.-S. 
4 The Chronicles  o f  Je~dJnurd ,  i rans .  M .  Gaster, Oriental Traiifilatioiii- Fund, 

New Series, vol. iv  (1899), 13oyal Asintic Society. 



forms, Yee/ni ( t .v ,  ;is in the extract from Ado, while from t.he Hebrew or Aramaic 
came the other and more common Latin form. - ld t~ / t t in . -v .  which is still used in  
the  Vulgate. The change of final Jt to .< is explained by the fsict, tliat- Latin words 
cannot end in ? l .  l3iblic:il p;trallels may be seen in the changes (in the Lat in  
Bible) of J u t i d  t,o , 7 0 1 1 a s ~  J e n  lfiit, to ./ C / Y W  / / / .S ' ,  In(tt( i / i  to I ! < ~ K I Ã ˆ  etc. I n  L i t i n  
there arc t,herefore the two forms, X i  ctn / ( t~ '  from the Greek, iind Xe?/e// /1(/ .~ from 
Hebrew, mid bot 11 are used indiscrimimitelv by mediaeval theologians and hist.oiians, 
t he  Y e w -  and Vcli cm- being both dissyllabic. 

How t . h ~ n  did Alruin come to use the form .Vci f i~f i .v ,  in which / I / -  is 
monosyllabic ? The prosody of his verse required the word to be dissyllabic 
[Nem-yas] , instead of ~~uac~risyll i i l~ic [Ne-(1i)em-i-as] . l i e  therefore reduced the 
word by lengllieiiilig the quantity of the first syll:ible, :ind tn-iited the - 7 -  of -;us 

as a semi-vowel, -?I-, :iccording to the rule's of ~ l a s ~ i ~ i i l  prosody, :ind thus it fitted 
into !iis verse in the form Xeftz.~//.v 

He did ii similar t.hing in another poem, zisine;, however. the form V c l u p i n s ,  in  
which 3"ehin-  is :I single long syllable :- 

Another parallel is :ifforcled by the native name of the f:imons mediaeval writer 
Abraham Nehemias of Lisbon. Abr;iham ibn Nahmi'as. 

I do not, however, intend to imply that  Alcnin is ultimately responsible 
for the form .\<J!//~.IIÃˆ T only wish to illdi(*iite the existence of forms of the  
word XcJtoitidJt,, or rat,her, since we ;ire dealing with mecliseviil writings. Xe1i('inius. 
which :ipproximate to  the Masonic form -T/Y, / / / I~ / / .s ,  to show tha t  the latter inay 
be a corri~pt form of the nitme of t,he rebuilder of Jerns:ilei~i. Such corruption 
would certainly come about l hrongli the copying and rrcopyiiig of ^\I:isouic 
documents by semi-literate men who did not rocognis~ I hcs correct form. 

A. f ' : i~ i~ l i~ t i l l g  parallel between tlie full form, .\(i!/7t7,iiVs Greens, is afforded 
by S t .  Jerome, who calls Neheiiiiah .\ ~ c / t ~ / ~ ~ . i f  11dm / / .v.? Hut could " Nehemiah 
the Jew " become " Nehomiah the Greek " ? TFere there is no certain tiuswei, 
and tlie piiths of gnesswork c;m lead far. Of one thing we can be quite certsun, 
tha t  abso1ut.r f i t i t l i  cannot be placed in the I\I:isonic manuscript~s. I t  is so clear 
that  the historical matterid forming the " Legend " h i ~ s  been sub jecl ed, from our 
modern point of view, t.o cleliberiite editing, in order to make simple the main 
outlines of the history of the craft of I I I ~ ~ S O I I ~ ~ ,  without regard for absolute 
a.ccuracy. Whether Xee'/nh's He^ravs became . \ ~ / ~ J w I I . s  ( c rocus  to reduce the 
marvel of Nehemiah joi~rneyiiig to Friinre. through :in attempt to award a 
moinentarv recogiiition of the fame of Greek :ircliitectiire, or tlirough the inability 
of :in e:wly transcriber. perhaps reading i i  difficult manuscript, to decip,her the 
word Jlebrd-us, or Eh~wtin, a form quite admissible in il~ediaeval MSS., is  quite 
impossible to siiy. The latter i iny  be  elemciit, since i n  certain, hands of the 
thirteenth century it might be possible to misread E iis 0, but this does not! 
explain awav t h e  h ,  which could not be co~lflised with any other letter. The 
only possibility is that  it hacl been accidentally omitted from orw manuscript, and 
that  the next scribe converted the resulting Era UK into (~ra-vm. There is yet 
another possibility. The term may have conic through a misreading of some 
such phr:isc~ us " Neliemiah, quern Neinias [i>r Neeniias] Grtec'i vocaiit ' .  This 
was ;I  coinmoii inocliaeval formula. ancl one which wits vory liable to ;~buse,  because 
" vocant ' would always be wi itten " voest ". i i ~ ~ ( l  might lie misread L voc;it . ' >  

with a. wrong interpretation " is called ". It is not uncommon i n  mediaeval 
manuscripts t o find two names, originally quite distinct. becoming fused into one. 



Despite t he  difficulties surronnding the  ad  jec-t ive (i'rcrit-i 1 suggest the  
identification of :V(o/mn.c f / / * c r / ( s  with the Nehcmiah of t h e  Bible, the  gre~ifcest 
builder, o r  " mason " mentioned in t he  Bible af ter  Solomon, and taking his place 
a s  third in the  line of gre:it 13iblic;il builders mentioned by  t h e  Masonic MSS., 
following Ninn'od and  Solonion. The m~diaival  world had implicit f:iith in  
biblical history. 111 religions, bu t  non-t11eolngical works, however, they had no 
hesitiition i n  altering' details in cn lc r  to achieve a more satisfactory story. If 
in  one widely-read poem describing the  siege of Jerusalem the  Empeiors  Vespasian 
and Titus had  t,o be converted to Christianity for the  sake of i i  doubt  whether 
God wo'uld nllow a pag:in to fulfil the  " prophecy " of Christ that. J cr~isalem 
should be dest2royed, we need not be surprised a t  Nelu'niiah being made a builder 
under Solomon, and  being made to travel t o  France  ;is a n  i n ~ t ~ r u c t o r  of masonry. 
The  writer 's  difficult,^ was obviously t o  exp1.-tin how the knowledge of the craft 
travelled from Palest,ine to Western Europe. Tlie i1iecliaev.11 \voild tried t o  be 
logical, and  if a link in history wils missing af ter  all known sources hail been 
~if lei l  one was invented. 

A11 interesting use of Nt'11~m inh's con ncction with masonry is :inforcled by 
Gcoffrey Whi tney ' s  .-I C'/i,ott'e of /dt~t / , /e / t te .s  find o t h ~ t -  ( / e i t t . v c ~ ,  printed in quarto 
in t h e  1 Louse of C.  P l an tyn ,  by F. R:ipheleugius, a t  Leyden, in 1586. As usn:il 
in  emblem-writing :L cryptic pictorial illust,ration is  rxplainecl in a shoi t poem 
below the  block. I n  this  case th r  block i l l n~ t~ ra t e s  two forearms rising from a 
~cloiid. The left hand  liolds a sword, the i ight a nnison's trowel. The verses 
a r e  as  follows:- 

TO IOIIN PAYTON I ~ S Q ~ I E R .  
f / l  r 1 1 * 1 1 1 / ~ f , u e  pfi / 'af t l f .2  

2 A ' . S ~ . ~  cap 4. W h e n  SANABAL Hicrusalein distrest,  
W i t h  sharpe as~i i~ i l tes ,  in NEHEMTAS tyme,  
To warre,  ;ind worke, tohe Tewes tliein seines iiddrcst , 
And did repai r o  t,lieire ~ i i l l e ~ .  with stmne, and  lime : 

One hancle t he  sworcle, tigainst t h e  foe did shake, 
Tlw other hande,  t he  trowel v11 did t a l ~ r . ~  

Of vi~li;iiit~ niiiides, loe here, a wortliic p:i.rt.e, 
Tli;tt (mailed not ,  with ruiiie of Ilieir wall :  
But Captaiues boiilcle; did proouu t h e  masons ar te ,  
Which  doth iiifcrre. this lesson vnto  all : 

That to del'cnde, our countric cleare l'ro111 h;u'me, 
For  Wili're, or  worke, wee eyther hancl should mme.  

The pictorial illiistnitioii w a s  not new I t ,  had  been i i ~ e d  before by Claude 
P la i i tm,  Canon of Beauviru,  in 7,v.s /Jcr/sc.s  / / o - o q n i  .s', Aniwerp ,  P1:intin. 1557. 
Whitncy used tqhe 1562 cilitioii of this  work, making translations from i t .  The 
block W J S  agnin used by  Nir-liolas 13ousner (1545-1602) in  L ' ~ t ~ . b f c t t t ( ~ f f i ,  edited by  
his brother and ~)uhlished i i  t Frank for t  by J o h n  Feycrabend in  1581 .^  I'Lmtiii's 
wo1k wiis translated i n to  l<iigli~li in 1591 ;is Heron-nil f)(.m\cn. W h a t ,  so fa r  as 
we know is a purely non-Mnsonic source. of Continental origin. tluis also links 
Nehenuiill with t he  c ra f t  of unison ry . 

1 Ij'or siiiniiiaries of t h e  (1evrl~p111c~riL o f  tliis legend see i:itbm' 7'11c , S i c ~  of 
,T~rv^<ilcti i ,  cd. l<. I<i)ll~inu, am1 A I  siliel J l i ~ v ,  K. lC.T.S., Old Series, vol .  188 (IQ'̂ 2). or 
The WO-rhs of Sir David  7,i111isa[i, vol .  i i i . ,  ed. I ) .  llamei : Scott-ish Text Societ,y. Third 
Series, vol. vi. (l!).W), pp. :W-97. 

" Prepared for either uorlc [ n n r  or niiisoiiry] " ,  Viigil, Aciici(1,  i i .  61 [located 
tiy Prof .  J .  I ) .  Or:iife The ~Jtiiversity oi: Sheffield] 

1 Neheinuih in thp Viilgrtte and older Bible, is called 2 / ' .T.s i l i~~s,  i . e  . ? Ezm 
67. Vulgiite 2 Esd'ias. A.V.  Nehemialt ii., 10, 19 ; ib-. , 1, 7 : v i . ,  1-14. 

5 A  facsimile edition o f  Whitney's Choice of 131111~tems. eil H. Greeti. w a s  
puljlishrd by Tteevo, Lonclon, in 1866. From tins edition some nt these notes have 
been talcon. T owe the reference t o  m y  rc~llcagno. M r .  G .  l' .Tone's. of the TTniversity 
of S13 c fliekl . 



FRIDAY, 3rd MARCH, 1933. 

f R  Lodge met t i t  Vrceniasons' Hall a t  5 p .m .  Present:-Bros. 

W. ,T. Williams, P . M . .  :is W.M. ; H. C'. de Lafontnine, P G.D., 

P.M., :IS T.P.M.; Ker. W. K. Kirminger; J ) . l ) . .  P.G.Ch.; S . W . :  

W. ,T. Soiiglnirst, P . G . D . ,  Treasurer ; Lionel V ibcrt. P.A.G.D.C.; 

P.M.. Secretury: 1)ougks I<IIOOR. Jf.:l. .  S . ] ) . :  G .  Elkington, 

P.A.G.Sup W., J . D .  ; F. W. Golby, l ' .A.G.D.C ; ancl W. 1) or  

Grn 11 tliam, M. A . .  P .P r .G  .W.; Sussex. 

Also the fullnwing members of the  C'orrosliond~iice Circle : -1lros. John T. .Mo:ir. 

A .  ( t .  H a r p e r ,  W. B w r ~ t t ,  Edwarcl M .  l'hillips, C. F. Sykes. A. E. Giirney, Mnior 

C!ecil Adams, P .G.D. ,  H .  F. Mawbey. TV. W. Woodman, I t .  G. Cooper: 11. C. 1300th. 

A. W. Hare.  TT W. Coe, A .  Stuar t  1h-OWII. I). Pryce Jones,  L. G .  'VV~mng.  T. T. 

C'iirtor, r-r. C. Knowles, P . A . G  .Keg., A.  E. Wheal, Col. Cecil l'oivney, P.G.1 l . ,  as 

J .W. .  C. . J .  J'ocwIz,'Artlnir Snywell, P.A G.St . l? . .  C. D. Melbourne, P.A.(; Heg , G. C ' .  

Willi:ims, Lambert Petorson, 'l'. Lulstime Found, R. W. Strick1:iiul F. N. Wal'h. 

H .  S. Boll, C. [I .  Hoiig, S. A. Sillem. lj'redk. Spooner, P.A.G.Purs.,  F. 1,:1ce, 

P. A .G .D . ( ' . ,  .J. F. I T .  C ilhurd. .F. C. l-l:~rvey. R .  W. Stiyers: Ismay Drcige, IT. .John.-on, 

Geo. F. Shiiw. A .  F. Ford. J .  J .  NoLin, l'.G.St,. H . ,  szs ]'.G., F. Fighiem.  P.C.1) : 

R .  P. Meins. :nu1 E. \V. Caswell. 

Also iliv following Visitors : -Krus. l*'. .J. T\iiowles. Meridian Loclge No. 4106 : 

Val. Bonella. Doric Lodge No. ,5019: A .  S. Miithews. Nortliern lk i r  I.oclge No. 1610; 

and  C. S. ,Tollilk~, P.lf . .  Lodge Laldml)~ir  No. 3127. 

Letters of ;~!~ology for non-attcrnLince uere  reported from Hros. l ? ~ .  H. Poole,. 

B . ,  .; P.1'r.O Ch..  Wc~stinor1;uid and C'innberliii~cl, P . M .  ; H .  'l1elepneff. . l  .W ; K. 1-1. 

l{ :~xtor ,  P.A.G.B.C..  P. M. ; Rev. '\V. "W. C'ovey-Criimp. M . A . ,  P.G Cli . ,  P.31. : G. 

Norin:~ii, I'.A.G.D.C , P . M .  ; J .  Stokes, ;V.., ., M. H.,  P.G.11.; Pr.A.C . > l . ,  West, Vorks : 



S. J. Fentoii, P.Pr.G.D.,  Warwicks., Stew. : C .  Powell, l^.G.D., P.M. ; G. P. G .  

Hills, P.A.G.Sup.W.. P.M., D.C. ; .S. Heron Lcplwr, B.A.,  P.G.D.,  Ireland, P.11. ; 

and David leather,  P.A.G.D.C. ,  W.M. 

One Lodge. one Lodge of Instruction ;ind Thirty-seven I3retliren were admitted 

to  membership of the  Correspondence Circle. 

The SI+;C*RETAHY c l r o \ v  sit te~it~ion t o  ihr  t'o1l1)wing 

I~;.\ll113IT,S :-- 

Certific.ite of the Gi'iind Mastr r  o f  1i.T. ; K. 1I.O.iS.H.. iindor the  1);itronage of 

I J .Il .II.  Prince Kdn ii rd: t o  l{ i(;li;ir<l Davis: hold i n  t l u ~ i r  Field of 

Encampment a t  London 18 April ,5802 ; A . D .  1799; -4 .0 .  680. Signed 

Ly Be11.i. Cooper, G r a n d  Chancellor. 

A. cori1i;il vote nf t1i.i n l i ~  11 ; IS  i ic~oi~lrcl  to  l l r o .  H. G .  Gold for liis l~indiiess in 

lending these certificates l'or exhibition. 



THE BUILDING OF ETON COLLEGE, 1442-1460. 

A STUDY IN THE HISTORY OF OPERATIVE MASONRY. 

TON COLLEGE and King ' s  College, Cambridge, were founded in  
1440 by Hen ry  V I . ,  then  'beginning t o  take  ;L direct share in  t he  
gooeriiment of Ins realm . l  I l ia  interest in the  work is  evident 
from the  detailed plans, doubtless prepared af ter  consult~ation 
with experts, which he drew up for  t h e  erection of both Colleges 
1 1  1447, plans containing measurements and specifications for 
the  buildings, particulars of the  kinds of stone t o  be used, 
su'rangenients for t h e  stipends of t h e  officers and  chief craftsmen 

and provisions for a revenue of Â£1,00 nnnually for twenty years tor each col leg^.^ 
The building work a t  E t o n  1i;i~l t,lien been 111 progress for six years, having been 
st,artecI energe t i~a l ly  i n  1441. It proceeded, though wil l1 some variation in  

activity, t?hroiigh a period of disaster abroad and civil war a t  home, unt i l  1460. 
111 J u l y  of t ha t  year ,  fit t he  battJe of Xoithampton.  i t s  founder fell into the  hands  
of the  Yorkists, and ,  eight months later,  witth the  collapse of t he  Lancastrian 
cause a t  Towt.011 field, t h e  Clown passed t o  Edward  IV.  Tie was not lilcelv to 
make any  sacrifices for his  ptxdccesso~ 'S f o ~ n d a t ~ i o n  : indeed, lie pillaged t lie 
College of some of i ts  valimbles aiid took away the  greater pa r t  of i ts  revenue. 
At this juncture William Wayiifletc, Bishop of Winchester, formerly Provost of 
 lie College and one of the two chief trustees for carrying ou t  the  f o u n d e r s  plan, 
came to its assistance, providing money to carry on t h e  building and  himself 
directing t he  work. It is apparently impossible to determine how much remained 
to  be done when Waynflete took charge:' .Bet,wrvn 1450 :ind 1460 progress had 
been slow. but by t he  end of the  period for which we have records it  is probable 
tli:~l much of tllle stone work had been completed t he  1i:ill and the  eastern par t  
of the chapel had been finished and the  cloisters and choristers' school existed. 

THE RUILIUNG ACCOUNTS. 

For  our  st,ucly of t h e  opcnitions we h:ivc boon able to use the  remarkable 
scri(3s of recor~ls listed below,-1 being all tbosr now disrovor:ible a t  the  College 
which relate to the  building work in the  reign of Henry  V f . ?  :- 

l J P  1447 t he  King referred to  the  pioject as ' '  t he  piymer  iiot:il~le ve rk  p r o p ~ - e d  
by me after t h a t  1 . . took ~ n t o  111) silf t h e  rule of my said Koiames "-AViIlis 
am1 d a r k ,  I.. :%X? 

2 For texts i ~ n d  discussion see AVillis mid Chirk. T c:ip i \ .  
9 W i l l i ~  ;ni(l C'l.irli, T -127-8. 
4 We desire here to , i c I t ~ i o ~ \  lc-dge o u r  p;rih,i l indebtedness to Llie Provost :in11 

''ellows for then  icncliness t o  clepo-it these val~iahle records i n  t h e  Sheffield T'niversitv 
Library so t h a t  \ \cb  might exaiiinio t hem .it leisnie. Kesides the  r o ~ o r d s  in the  l ist ,  \ \ Q  

rxnminecl also five inclentiires, of \vliirli four re1 i t c  to work on the  western, pa r t  of the  
C'ollege in the  reign of Henry V I I I .  The other heloiigs t o  the  period U it11 11111cli w e  
:n-e here conceni oil It s h o ~  s t1i:~t a t  I nrious dates betw een Optolier, 1441 , and July ,  
-142, R.ichaic1 Hurioii iecei\ ecl tliroiig11 t h e  Provost Â£969 7 6 for t h e  bmlcli~ig works. 

Some o r  ; i l l  of these bmldiiig do( inuents l1;1\ o prct ionsl\ liocn utilised 111 l{ R 
' ' iglie mid J K Dnvis lttno7.s of I~; /MC/ ' . -O/ ,  TJiiiidon lS5S. l ) >  T{ Willis and .T W. 
Chirli, ArrJhit~~tiirnl 7 / i . < ! f w  of f l i ~  T ^ n i i * t i f i t ~ /  of f^iniiliritinr (/id o f  the Col l< '< i~~  of 
L'innbridge and Eton Ci:imbridge. 1886: bv H C tVIfixvdl Lyte, Ifis torn o f  E l o n  
Col/crie. 1440-1910, London. 1911; mid by G .  G Coulton. i r t  (rncl t11c Reloin1~/./1011, 
Oxford. 19'3 We h ; n e  t o  thank Dr. C'onlton for ver\ kincll~ placing a t  our il~~.pos:il 
t he  tabulation made by ^fr. H a r t r ~ d g e  of tlie 1442-3 Thuldiiig Account 



(1442-43) A paper book bound i n  parchment, the cover being par t  of a n  
illurninatled AIS. The book has  no t i t le  except 011 the  outside of 
the  cover. ' . . . mptou  Anno  Secundo. ' I t  gives the  wages 
paid from February 12th, 1441/2. to February  4 th ,  144213. 

(1444-45) The J O R N A L K  of J o h n  Vacly; clerk of t he  works, giving tlie wages 
paid f rom September 27th,  23 l l e n r y  VJ ., t o  l\l.icli;tclmns i n  the 
following year .  A paper book in parchment  cover. 

(1445-46) A weekly wage book i n  the  same form as  t he  prerediiig, riiiiiiing from 
JM icliadinas, 24 J I enry VL.. to Michaelmas following. Paper  book 
i n  1 > i i r ~ h 1 1 l ~ ' ~ t  cover. N o  t i t l e :  first p g e  cu t  down t h e  centre. 

(1445-46) John  Viiclys account of receipts and expenses from .Michaelmas. 
24 .Henry V I . , to  Michaelmas following, giving costs of materials. 
carriage, etc. , and  :innual stipends, but no weekly wages. T in s  
book is  of parchment  throughout. 

(1448-49) Accounts of Roger Keys. master of the  works, from N.-irch 25th. 
26 l lcnry VI . .  t o  3Iich:telinas. 28  Hen ry  V l . .  giving costs of 
materials. cani ' ige,  i1111i~al stipends :lud weekly wages. A thick 
pi>per volume i 11 ~ ~ i i r c h l ~ l ~ l ~ t  cover. 

(1'150-51) Acr'omil of John  Medehill. clerk of t he  works, from Michaeli~:is,  
29 Henry V I . ,  t o  Micliaelmus following, giving costs o f  niat.erials, 
e tc . ,  hut no wagcs. A paper book; unbound.  

(1453-54) Account of J o h n  Medehill f rum 3~ic~liaelnias, 32 Ilem'y VI . .  to  
Micharliiias following, giving costs of materials,  e tc . ,  and wages. 
Paper  book bound i n  parchmentt. 

(1456-57) Account of J o h n  Mecleliill from llichaelmas; 35 I~ lonry  V1 , tlo 
1 l i c l i ~ ~ ~ l n i ; i s  following. giving w:iges and costs of m:it,t~riaIs. Two 
gathers of  paper : unbouncl and defective. 

(1458- ?)  account,^ of J o h n  Medchill. P a r t  of a paper  book, unbound;  110 

da le  or title : pencil note " part  of 37 FTenry VJ..  " bu t  co1it:iins 
references to 35, 36, 37. 38 and 39 Hen ry  VI .  

(1458-59) Accounts of  J o h n  Medehill from ^M ichaelmas, 37 Keiiry VI . ,  t o  
Michaelmas following, giving wages and  cost of miiterials, etc. 
P ; ~ p e r  book i n  parchment cover. 

(1458-59) A duplicate of t he  preceding. It is bound together with 

(1459-60) J o h n  3ledeliill 'S accounts from llichaelmas. 38  Hen ry  VI.; t o  
i M i ~ l l i i ( ? l i ~ a ~  following, giving washes ; i i ic l  costs of mat(vrials, etc. '  

(1443-44) Coinpotnx of John  Viidy from Michaelmas, 22 Hen ry  V I . ,  to 
1~rich;~elmas following. 

(1444-45) /;o/ii.putii.,~ of John V a ~ l y  from .Mi~h: ie l i r i i~~ ,  23 Henry V I . .  t o  
I\[ichac~l~n;is following. 

(1445-46) ( 'onipot n . ~  of J o h n  V.icly from 'Michaelmas, 24 Henry V ] . ;  to 
Michael nias followiiig. 

(1446-47) Coiit.pot 11 of Richard 
iMicl1;~ellnil~ following 

(1447-48) f inpnf  i t f i  of Richard 
Easter following. 

1 For siiuplicity ol refereiict? 
cn.e t h e  years. Tlie So~ir:li in our 

Bur ton  from Micha~ lmas ,  26 Hen ry  V I . ,  to 

we s h : ~ l l  c i t e  these ;I< A c c n ~ i r ~ t s ,  giv ing  in each 
list N i l l  be dist inguished as A r c o t [ t t / s  ( s t o r e s ) .  



(1448-49) Cornpotus of Roger Keys from Easter. 26 Henry VI . ,  to Michaelmas, 
28 Henry VI .  

(1449-50) Cornpotus o f  Roger Keys from llichaelmas, 28 Henry VI. ,  tlo 
Michaelmsis following. 

(1451-52) Ciorrz.potus of John Medehill from Michaelmas, 30 Henry VI. ,  to 
Michaelmas following. 

(1452-53) Compoi-iis of John Medehill from Jlichaelmas, 31 Henry VI. ,  to 
Michaelmas following. 

(1453-54) ( J o r ? ~ p t i i s  of John JVIedehill from Michaelin;is, 32 l lenry  VI . ,  to 
Michaelmas following . 

(1457-58) Compofi is  of John lledehill from lrich;telnlas. 36 lleiiry V I . .  to 
Micliiielinas following. l 

(i.) T h e  C'offipotu-s J f o / / . s .  Except for tlic fifth and sixth in the list., which 
cover periods of six and eighteen months respectively, these compotus  rolls are 
annual statements of receipts sind expendit,ure. They are all similar in  form, 
iilld their contents can be illustrated by ci. brief analysis of one of them, the 
f ' o f f ipo f i i .~  of Roger Keys for the period Michaelmas, 1449, to Rlichaelmas, 1450.? 
First  he notes Â£ 9. 9 .  3 1  of arrears, that  is, the  amount remaining unspent of 
the previous year's receipts, and tthen the sum of Â£767 15. 8 received from the  
Provost by the hands of various persons on thirty occasions during the year.'{ 
Xext come the ' foreign ' receipts, i . e . ,  receipts from sources other than those 
whence the ordinary and settled revenue wiis derived : in this year the sum of 
2 5 .  5. 9 was received for bricks. lime and iron sold, bringing the total receipts 
to Â£793 10. 8. Details are then given of the totals of expenditure on 
Huddleston and Tay~i t~on stone, timber ;ind other stores, on carriage by land and 
water, on wages of various kinds of workmen and stipends of officials, on liveries 
and on the expenses of the accountant, the clerk of the works and others. The 
whole expenditure was Â£781 10. 12, leaving Â£11 0. 64 in hand, which sum 
would appear as ' arrears ' in the  following c o ? ~ ~ p o t u s .  These annual statements 
give a good idea of the scale of the operations and in some insbances supply useful 
inf~rmat~ion as tlo the source of the  stone used, i ts  cost and the cost of transport. 
They do not, however, give the number of workmen of each kind employed. 
though, since they give the total wages, they make un estmi;ite of numbers 
possible. 

(ii.) Account  Booli:s. Vov our purposes the journals or particulars. from 
which the compotus  rolls were prepared. are more important. These give the 
details of expenditure on wages for each week or fortiiight n11d on stores and 
stipends for each cl~lart'ei-. T1ie wage e ~ ~ t ~ r i e s  are con~monly in the form of a 
register, giving the names of n i l  t<he workmen employed, in various categories. 
and indieiiting not only how many days but. on which particular days each ni;i!i 
was present or absent,, together with the amount due lo him. As a rule. also, 
the feasts occurring in  each wrek are noted. The following excerpt will serve 
as iln example of Lhis method ol' entry : ---- 

1 These* are parchment  rolls, usual ly nf t h r e e  membranes .sown end tro encl. 
They ;we beautifully wr i t t en .  with well dr;iwn and decorated capi ta l  letters. We cite 
them as lioll.s, giving  the year in oarh case. 

2 Tins roll is pr in ted ,  in i r ; ~ ~ i s l a t i o ~ ~ .  in Iinoop ;nid .Jonc>s. T1ir W t u  r ( i 1  M ( ~ . ~ o i i ,  

pp. m-24.1. 
3 Tlipse niiiomits Ã§"erc clo~il~tles's recorded in an indent#ure.  of which the  P r o v o . ~ t  

would keep one part.  
4 From -4cconi1t.s 1444-,5. 0 liienus present .  + :ibsenl. a semicircle or broken 0 a 

lialf-day. T h e  feas t  was 011 the Tuesday, 2nd February:  and the l ( z t l ~ ~ ~ t u . i ,  unlike the  
hardhewers. were paid fo r  i t .  



Lnthumi l'elrus P.ilm[er]e . . . .  . 0 + 0 0 0 + ijs. vjd. 
Willelmus Campion . . . . 0 + 0 0 0 + ijs. vjd. 
Johaiines Bright . . . . .  0 + 0 0 0 + ijs. vjd. 
Thoma Glasier . . 0 + 0 0 0 0 iijs. 
Robertus Marcliaiit . . . . . .  0 -I- 0 0 0 0 iijs. 

Johannes Lewes . . . . . .  C + +  + + +  iijd. 
ltobertus Clerk . 0 + 0 0 0 + i j s - v j d .  
RobertusClyiiton . . . . . .  0 + 0 0 0 0 iijs. 

I n  some i n ~ t i ~ n c e ~  the clerk adopt'ed i 1  form which required less space, and 
wrote the II;WH*S in paragraphs iicross the IIilge, iis follows : -  

I11 primis solutuin vjtO die Aprilis 
Joliamii Deneman Heurico RooHenrico 
Rydefayre Willeln~o Newman Johanni Man 

S(oliiiiifn} Waltero Wliytaii~ore Joliaiini Spyser . , . 
Lathornis , locatis per septimaiiani & dimidiam. i i i j .  vijs. 

E t  solutum Willeliiio Cliyrclieman 
Willelmo Ric1iii1.d . . . locatis per 
septimaiia111. E t  Kobert.0 Blandon locato 
per diniidiam septimanam singulis 
ci~pient~ibus per septiiilanani iiijs. 

I tem solutum die predict0 Roberto 
Karon locato per iij. dies. Et Thome 

. Y ( o l t i t n u t )  Vyall Robert,o Cook . . . locatis per ix. 
/ t u / , ~ / h , r i i : ~ r . ~  dies. E t  Ric:irdo Fullere Willelnio 
(C: positor- Brodestrete . . . locatis per vj. dies 
iTÃ us singulis capientibus per diem vjd. 

xlixs. vjd. 

The officer responsible for these aoconntis was t'he clerk of the works (or, 
in the case of 'Roger Keys, the master of the works). They were prepared for 
him by his clerk, whose payment-, for making them and drawing up the cornpotus 
roll, is in several instances noted. This clerk, as we know by the fortunate 
survival of duplicates for 1458-59, sometimes a t  least prepared more than one 
copy. A fair copy was required for the audit~ors, whose du ty  i t  was to check, 
not only the annual (win>/ u s ,  but. the jonrnals delivered and examined with it.1' 
Most of the accounts in our listl, to judge by their neatness, would serve this 
purpose, bu t  one of them, the accounts for 1442-43, would seem to be of a 
different kind. I t  is less no:itly written, lacks a title. and contain? many 
marginal notes on, e . g . ,  the  dates on which particular workmen were paid, the 
persons who drew their pay for them,  and the  rciisolls why some had their pay 
reduced in 13.1 rt ioiiliir weeks ; matters of nnport,ance t o  the clerk of the works 
but of little or no moment 1 0  the audittors. W e  conclude that. the first 
manuscript in our list was a working copy for the use of the  clerk of the works. 

1 From .-Iccounts 14-18-30. Contractions i n  t h e  Latin have been expanded. 
2 Roll 1449-50. Mention is there made of twobooks. " containing purchases of 

materials and tliings, the classes :nid naines of l l lc l l l ,  i . e . ;  perhaps, a wage book and a 
sop:) rate storp hook l I ke tliose for  1445-46. The rel'evcnce, I I O \ I  ever; is to parchment 
books, and no parrhinent 11ooks are known t o  exist for H-lO- .^O Moreover, Keys' accounts 
for that period, in then-  present form, inc-liule liotli wsio-es and stores in one book. 
We do not know. liow-ever, tlmt rho pxistiiig copy of Keys' accounts waq tlic one 
drlivered for audi t .  

3 see holow. 



A s  such i t  is much more instructive than  tlie other ,  if another there was, 
deliver with tlie cow-pdi is  for  audit,. ' 

Altogether, i t  will b e  noted, we possess details of weekly wages for 84 years  
out of the  19 in our  period. Our n ~ o i d s  a re  t,hus less continuous t h a n  those of 
London Bridge, nnd we cannot  speak with the  s;nne degree of certainty about t he  
periods during which any  indiviciu:-~l mason remained a t  13toii. On the  other  
hand,  while the  masons a t  London Bridge were engaged on a relat.ively small 
operation and chiefly on maintenance work, t h e  E t o n  records enable us t o  s tudy 
a much lai-gtbr operation :it. various sttages and throw more light on tlie difficulties 
at tending evrn a royiil enterprise. 

Judging  both by our  Accounts and the  plans of Hen ry  V l . ,  the two most 
important  persons in tlie aclminisi ration of t he  building work were Wil l iam 
Waynflete. and  William de la  Pole. fourth e:irl and  second duke of Suffolk.: 
Waynflete. while Provost,  was t he  official through whom money was dolivered t o  
ifhe clerk of the  works for carrying on the building, and  later ,  when he  had  
become Bishop of Winchester, Waynflcte was called surveyor and  executor of t h e  
will of Henry VI . ,  t l ia t  is of his plan with regard to the  College, a t rus t  t#hat  
t he  bishop faithfully discharged, as  lias been indic:ited, 111 :z t ime of great  difficulty. 
The function he  had  performed as Provost was carried on by his succe.-sors in  
t ha t  office, as  t he  cum1)(~/,1i.s- rolls show. I n  addition t o  acting- as  the 111:un source 
through which t he  clerk of t h e  works was supplied with money, tlie Provost 
evidently 1wpt some oversight of the  spending; ex t ra  payment .  e . g . ,  given as  a 
reward for diligence in hot weather, for night work or  for  other services, was said 
to be rmclc ' by consiclei~~~.tioii of the  Provost ;incl the  A I a n l ~ ~ i s  of Suffolk.'." The 
lat ter  had evidently t o  be (~o~~s i i l l ec l  on cl~iestions r~ l i \ t i t i p  t o  the  plan : the  
expenses of the  chief mason.  going to London t o  have Ills advice about, the  Hal l ,  
a r e  charged i n  t.he Accounts for 1445-46. 

The oflicials in  immediate t ouch with t4he building work were, according 
to the  plan referred to  ilbove, a .Master of the  Works a t  250 per iin11111ii and  two 
C;lprI;s of tin- Works a t  Â£13 6 .  8 per : ~n i i um:~  The Account, for  1449-50 shows 
tliat i n  J u n e ,  1449, Roger Keys was paid Â£1 10. 0 for the  quar te r  ;I:+ Master 
of t h e  Works, while J o h n  Medellill, Clerk of frhe Works,  received A3 6 .  8 and  
Richiird Burtoii Â¥ rec'eivcd t he  same sum Tliis arrangement  wiis prob;ibly new 
mid was not permanent .  Keys '  pi edecessors and  successor were clerks, not. 
musters, of tlie works. Their work was probably similar t o  his. but,  perhaps 
because the  scale of operations wns less. t he i r  s ta tes  was lower. In  tin- period of 
our  Accounts there were five or  possibly six men who held the  office of clerk or  
mastter of the  works, namely. William Lyncio, J o h n  V i ~ c l ~ ,  Richarcl ^Hurton, 
14 iister Roger Keys and  Jolni  lVl edehill." Will iam Lynde;  refened to in 1438 

1 If : I  separate document was presented t o  the auditors it w a s  perlia;~-. like all 
the others in our l ist .  i n  I.:I tin. The cxtiint a c ~ ~ n i i t ' :  for 1442-43 ;ire mainly in English. 

2 Died i n  14.31.  I re is c - n i i ~ i ~ i o n l \  referred to 111 the doci~ment~s rt~I:itiiig to t he  
I)uildii~g :is Marqui-'. See v.<!.,  Willis and  C'Lirk, I . ,  351. 393, 401. 

' I  l r o l l ~ l i  t s ,  l ^4'^-.4fl. 
4 Willis iinil d a r k .  l . ,  381. 

His office is- n o t  stntecl. Tlir r f i ~ t ~ p o t i i ~  for 1449-50 c1i:irges t111.3 stipend of one 
clerk of the works only I t  is prol):ible that  rim-ton w:ih 1):irtly a c8le1-l<, partly 3 
purveyor. 

G A nol licr 11:1111c oiiplit pei 'hi i l~~ tn  be addocl. O u r  f i ~  s t  Account I?ook. inscribed 
. on tlie cover . . ' i ii \ 1 t f x i 8  ti t t v  . ~ ~ . i ' i i , n i l < i .  w a s  possibly kept by .John l l'ninptoii, 

csq~i ire of ilic body, to whom there : I  re many n~fcrences I 11 / ' ( I , / .  T ' n t .  7?0?/ s .  1436-144 1 
nnrl 1441-46. We have found 110 I er'orcl of his .il)l)oi iltillent ;IS clerk or n~ i~s tp r  of t h e  
works in succession to  Lyncle. but in 1442 he \\-a- one of the trustees for the receipt of 
money ID 1 ) ~  spent on tlie College. [Cn?.  Put .  l?nllfi. 1441-16, 11. 35.1 Among ninny 
other duties ilischarped hy h i m  provionslv v-as Hie i.iurveyanco of s tone for :l c'li.ip~I , ~ t  
Wolvorhainpto~~ [('((l / ' U / .  Roll.-,. 1436- 11, p. 312.1 



as the king's servant . '  l was perhaps i i  man of some substance ^ and conseqneiici'. 
I n  September, 1440, he, with two others, was appointed to explain to the  Bishop 

' 

of Lincoln the  king's plan to found a College a t  Eton  ': :ind 111 Frbrnary.  1441, 
he was appointed. for  life, clerk of the  works, with power t o  press masons and 
other workmen, to tiike materials mid to inquire into the alienation of stores and 
require. their restoration. L I n  1442 he  was one of the  king's  special aItorneys 
lo take seisin of lands for the  C'01lege.~ He only remained clerk of the works 
until 1443 a t  the la.test: whethrr his connection with the College t)lien ceased, or 
whether he served in some capacity not recorded i n  Ihe Accounts, we do not know, 
but his work was rewarded in August, 1445, witli the  office of controller of the  
petty customs in  London, t o  which, in Septembrr of t he  same year. was added 
the collectorship of tonnage and Of J o h n  Vady we know nothing 
beyond what is to be gathered from our Accounts: he was in orders, being called 
chaplain, and was clerk of t h e  works from 1443 to 1446.  his stipend appears to 
have been Â£1 per annuin, with Â£3 6 .  8 for his board. Richarcl Burton was 
connected with the works as  early as 1441 . 7  Tn 1445-46 lie served ~ i n d e r  Vacly. 
receiving Â£4 16. 8 for wnt ing  the p i~ t i cu l a r s ,  i . e . ,  drawing up t(he accounts. aiid 
attending the  works. H e  succeeded Vady as clerk of the  works i n  September, 
1446. a.uc.1 probably took charge, ;it any  ra te  lie presented accounts, until Keys 
became master of tlie works a t  Easter, 1448. Thereafter he served under Keys, 
though exactly in what capacity is not clear. Master Roger Keys, like Vady,  
was ,I c1ergym;iii. We can first tlrace him a t  the erection of All Souls Collegih, 
Oxford, where hidbecame " supervisor of the  work of the  new college ' '  in 
September, 1441, i>nd W;irclen of the College the' followiiig spri 11g.' From 1448 
to 1450 he was blaster of the  Works a t  Eton, where his experience a t  All Souls 
stood him in  good st eiid : :zt .my r:itr,  h e  travelled to Winchester and Salisbury to  
measure the  choirs :md naves of l.he cathedrals tht'rc, presumably 111 orcler t h a t  
some point co~icernii igt the chiircli at Eton miglil he determim'd, and later lie 
went to London t o  show the king a drawing or  design ( / i o r t i n i i n - f i )  of the 
C ~ l l e g e . ~  Exactly when his connection with the  works ended we do not know 
he was presented to the  living of High Onger in Apri l ,  1449.'" I11 1452. a s  i t  

mark of the royal grat i tude for his work a t  Eton, lie w:is granted two stags yearly 
from Dartmoor Forrst l 1  Of John Meclehill we know only t,hat lie served u n h  

l-topor Key's at All Sonis Coll~gc,  having becoii~e clerk of t he  works there i t 1  

Apri l ,  1440.12 Very possibly he :iccompanied Keys to Eton , in :uiy case he 
there midcr him as clerk of the  works :it A13. 6. 8 pei iinuuin ; i n ( l  

himself presented accounts. and  probably hacl charge of the  works, for all the  
years of which W C  liave records between 1450 and 1460. 

The business of these officers was. in the  inniti, t o  keep :icconiit of monov 
receivecl, to examine the accounts of the purveyors, and  to see th:it materials wore 

operly received a n d  contracts ~iirriccl outt. A t  Limes they migh t have to collrct 
money themselvrs and also make arrangement for the supply of stores and labour. 
Vady. <'.g., in  1445-46. charged Ins expenses riding to London :ind from London 



to other places to receive money and to see about timber; while Richard Biirton 
in  the same account had his expenses a t  Is. per day going to Wycombe to arrange 
for stone, and to Abingdon. Burford and elsewhere 111 search of masons. 
Similarly. Keys in 1449-50 accounted for money spent by liiinsclf, the clerk of 
the  works and otliers riding to various places t o  provide materials and to take 
workinen. There is no evidence that  any of these officials, except possibly Keys, 
had anything t o  do  with architectural matters. 

With regard lo that. aspect of the :idministrntion, our information is 
scantier than WC could wish. In tthe early stages there wils a master mason 
connected with tlio building, namely, Robert Westerley , ' 111ilister mason of the  
werke of our newe Collaige,' for whom the Chancellor was directed to make out 
1 commission enubling him to press as many masons as should be i~ecessary .~  
The same man, probably, had been conimissioned in  1430 to t4ake stone cutters for 
the  making of cannon balls, and i t  may be noted tha t  John l-Tampt+on, king's 
esquire, later to be surveyor of the works a t  Eton,  was a t  the same time coin- 
missioned to  take smiths and carpenters to make carriages for the c a n n o i ~ . ~  
Whether Robert Westerly is to be regarded as the designer of Eton College we 
do not know, nor do we know how long his connection with the building lasted. 
Ill 1438, before the works commenced. lie had been appoint,ed for life master 
mason of the  king's works, a t  Is. per day.3 an app~ in t~ment  in which h e  wtis 
renewed in Ikcember. 1.446, and November, 1451.^ I t  is possible, t.hough not 
proved, tha t  the general oversight of the work a t  Eton was in his province as 
master mason a t  tha t  date. and that  he was responsible for the plans and 
specifi~at~ions. not only in 1441 but in 1447, but tha t .  having several buildings in  
his cllarge, I ~ c  c0111d noL reinain consta~lt~ly a t  the College, &leailwhile, a 
commission, i n  similar terms to the one made out for Robert Westerley, was 
issued to two men whose names occur repeatedly in  our  account,^, John Smyth, 
warden of the unisons, and Robert W h ~ t e l y  . w:irclen of the carpenters, enabling 
them to take ' alinaners of workmen, labourers and carriage such as (to) cythr of 
theyme shall seem neces-sarie.' We do not think i t  probable tha t  John Sniyth 
w:is an  architect in any ~omplet~e  sense of the t3erm, and consider rather tha t  it 
was his business to see tha t  a. design prepared by somebody else was properly 
carried out. taking his instructions from the Duke of Suffolk when necessary. 
We think i t  not. unlikely that  he was the John Sinyt,h whose name appears 
tbowards the end of the list of Iat1t(imi dc la lo , t /~ ,qr  at Canterbury Cathedral i n  
1429 and first in the  lists of Inthutu'i' there in 1433, 1437 imd 14-39.'; W e  
know too little :ibont him to be able to determine his position very definitely. 
Such evidence its we have suggests tha t  he was not nearly so important a person 
as, for example; Waltrer of Hereford at. Vale Royal and Caernarvon. On the 
other hand, his status would appear to have been higher than tha t  of John 
Clifford, priiicip:il mason a t  London Bridge. Unlike "Walter of Hereford, Smyth 
had probably little or nothing to do with determining wage rates for particular 
masons, smd he had nothing, apparently, to do with the accounts. The difference 
between his st,ipcnd and the  wages of the masons under his authority is, however. 
greater than in the case of Clifford. It will be observed t h a t  Jolni Smyth drew 
a higher stipend than his colleague. the chief carpcnt,er, who was paid 210 per 
annum and had :I  livery, Robert Whetely, t h e  chief carpenter, was probably a 
man of some. s i ibst  ance, since he w;is nble to talw i i  ront1i acl of over Â£25 ' : we 

1 See 'I'iglio :md D:ivios. . l  i t ~ i Ã § l i  (if T T ~ i ~ ~ ~ l w r .  l . ,  W3 fi)lg. 
Cut. Put.  Ji'011.s. 1429-36: 44. 

3 (?n l .  1W. 7?o//.s. 1-196-11. 228. 
4 (>U,!. I'nt. TtoUs, 1446-52, 22. q500. 
rl T I ~ ~ I O  iln~l Davies, r . ;  333 folg. 
6 I ! i ' f i l , s t ,~ r  of fhr Prior of ('1, ri.vtc1t u t ~ d i .  C ' d i ~ f c ~ . / ) ~ i , ' i  y (Ik~(1lei:in T,ibKIr.Y, Tanner 

MS. 165), i'os. 1,'M, 143, 1.54 and 157. Srayth". ii;iine no  longer ;i]ilicars in the He!/isi~~- 
in 1441 mid si11)scqiieiit J-P;II-S for winch ~na.~ons are entered. 

1!01l. 1443-44 



know. too. that  lie lind ;I cliau(-e of promotion i11 tlie king's service.' The 
principal mason, we may reasonably assume. wiis a t  least 111 t.lic same grade and 
piobably stood a IitLle higher: a special lodging w;is provided for hiin.^ which 
was not done for the chief carpenter. John Smyth was succeeded. whether 
immediately or not we cannot be sure. by Sirnon Clerk. who was principal mason 
i l l  1456-57. Nedchill's Accounts for that yc:ir show Smyth in receipt of a 
stipend of Â£ per i i i l i ~ ~ l i i i ,  which pr-obably means f h i t  lie was retained in  an  
advisory capacity. 

The other oficiuls connected wi th  the building, besides t.lie chief smith, 
chief labourer and somet8imes a wi~rden of the plumbers, were iln under warden 
of the nuisons and the purveyors. The former was paid Â£1 a year and the 
latter 6d. per day. The purveyors of stone were often, t'hough not invariably, 
masons. 

SCALE O F  HFILDING OPERATIONS,  1442-60. 

I n  attempting to estimate the  scale of the building operations at Eton. 
its compared, for example, with tha t  of otnher mediaeval building operations, such 
as Vale Royal Abbey in  1278-80 i111d Caernarvon Castle in the eitrly fourteenth 
century, allowance has to be made for the fact tha t  the Master of the Works a t  
Eton does not appear to have been direct,ly responsible for so many subsidiary 
workers as was the case a t  Vale Roy;il and tit Caernarvon. Thus no qiiarriers, 
carters, or boatmen are included in  the Eton wage lists, whereas these categories 
liccounted a t  Vale Royal for 41 men out. of 133 in October, 1280,4 and at 
Caernarvon for 80 men out of 214 in October, 1304, and for 38 men out of 103 
in October, 1316.; Witchout qu:irriers or t,ransport workers to swell the numbers, 
140 men were employed a t  Eton in mid-October, 1442 : 72 in October, 1444 : 79 
in October, 1445: and 118 in  Octtober, 1448. If  we txke the masons alone a t  
these dates (including freemasons, hardhewers and layers) we find a t  Vale Royal 
51 in  October. 1280 : a t  Caernarvon 57 in October, 1304, and 24 in October, 
1316; and a t  Eton 90 in October, 1442: 55 in October, 1444; 43 in October, 
1445; and 77 in October, 1448. I n  a general way, therefore, we feel justified 
in  saying that  in  Hie 1440's the extent of t8he building operations a t  Eton College 
was not dissimilar from that  at Vale Royal Abbev in 1280 and a t  Caernarvon 
Castle in 1304. 

As between the different years, building activity a t  Xton f l~~ct~uated con- 
siderably. From Michaelmas, 1454, to Michsielmas, 1456, no records appear to 
be extant, bu t  for all other years from 1442 to 1460. one. two, or three sets of 
statistics are available, viz., sums expended 011 materials. sums expended on wages, 
and numbers of miisons employed. The acc~o~inting poriod was generally twelve 
months from Michaelmas tlo Michaelmas, but in one case it was :is long as eighteen 
months, and in  another as short as four months, whilst the number of masons 
employed varied from week to week. We liiive endeavoured to overcome these 
difllculties in the  summary table which we have prepared to show the changes in 
the scale of operations, by giving for each accounting period (1) the average 
monthly outlay on materials; (2) t he  average monthly outlay on wages; and (3) 
the average number of masons employed each week. 

1 I n  April, 144.5. he wns granted the reversion of the office nf chief carpenter, 
sm'vevor and disposer of works a t  "West,minster i l ~ d  the Tower, a t  Â£2 per annum. 
Pd. Pat. Rolls, 1441-46. 325. 

2 ILs rent is a regu1:ir quarterly item in  Accou1~f . s ,  1448-50. 
3 Vady's Rolls show a warden (ga id im i i i x ' )  of tlie masons a t  Â£13 6. 8 per 

:innurn and  an under-warden (sub-gardi(r,n~is) a t  Â£1 per annum. We take it t h a t  
t h e  warden here is the r ~ i f t i n i s  1nf1Ã§ i ir i i .?. and the ~ u b - ~ / n r i b a w i s  is the warden, of 
the later accounts. 

4 See . l  .Q  C , vol. x l iv . .  13. 36. 
5 See . l . t ? . f 1 . ,  vol. xlv , p.  12. 



Accounting' lieriod. 

Feb. 1441-2 to Feb. 1442-3 
Feb. 1442-3 to June  14.13 
Oct. 1443 to Sept,. 1444 
Oct. 1444 t o  Sept.. 1445 
Oct. 1445 to Sept. 1446 
Octr. 1446 to Srpt .  1447 
Oct. 1447 to Alar. 1447-8 
Apr.  1448 to Sept. 1449 
Oct. 1449 to Scbpt. 1450 
Oct. 1450 to Sept. 1451 
Oct. 1451 t o  Sept. 145-2 
Oct. 1452 to Sept. 1453 
Oct. 1453 to Sept. 1454 
Oct. 1454 to Sept. 1455 
Oct. 1455 to Sept. 1456 
Oct. 1456 to Sept.. 1457 
Oct,. 1457 to Scpt,. 1458 
Oct,. 1458 to Sept. 1459 
Oct.  1459 to Sept. 1460 

DIAGRAM 5 H  

=P!== 

From t'he statistical information given in the table, we have constructed :i 

graph which brings out  the substantial fluctu;ttions in building activity from year 
t o  year, sind also the gradual clrcliue in the  scale of operations. Tlie second 
decade of the builcliiig opcrtitions coincided wit,li the b e g i n i i ~ ~ ~ g s  of the Wars of 
the Roses. and it was during the two years for which no accounts are ext-ant that. 
the  Duke  of York won t,he first Bat t le  of St. Albaris in May. 1455, and obtained 
possession of t h e  government, for t,he time being. This being so. it. seems unlikely 
Â±ha a pet scheme of the Lancastrian king, Henry VI . ,  would be energetically 



pushed forward itt thiit particular moment, and we are disposed to think that  the 
scale of building operations from October, 1454, t o  October, 1456, wiis probably 
no greater than that  in  the subsequent years for which information is available. 
I n  other words, if we had to interpolate figures for the period October, 1454- 
October, 1456, we should assume tliiit employment and e~pend i t~ure  remained 
approximately constant, and not tha t  there was a wave of considerable building 
activity during the period, as a study of the graph, without reference to other 
factors, would probably incline one to surmise. 

ORGANISATION O F  THE IWTLDTNG OPERATIONS.  

The Accounts relating to the actual commencement of the building opera- 
tioiis are not a t  present available, but they were examined by Mr. d a r k  when 
preparing the second edition of T h e  /.c?/ i.tcct'ura1 H i s t o ~ ~ y  of the  University of 
Cd'/ t thr;(Z!/c ,  and we rely upon the  information given in tha t  book to supplement 
t h e  details which we have obtained from our study of the building documents 
listed a t  the begi~ining of this paper. 

I n  commencing building operations at Eton College in 1441, the procedure 
ippears to have differed from that  adopted a t  Vale I3oy;il Abbey 111 1278. There 
the Master of the Works organised quarrying operations on a large scale a t  
Edisbury some four or five miles :>,way, and established smithies in which the 
cluarriers' tools could be repitired and sharpened; within two or three months of 
starting. he was employing no fewer than 48 quarriers and a dozen men a t  the 
forges, and apparently all the stone required was obtained from the Edisbury 
quarries. A t  Ktoii College one of the first t,hings done by those responsible for 
the building operations was to hire land to establish ik brick works a t  Slough, 
from which, commencing in 1442, very large supplies were obtained. The 
numbers given in Willis and d a r k  are as foJlows : - 

T h e  traffic was so great tha t  those responsible for the building had to repair the 
road between Slo~igh and Eton in 1443-4 a t  a cost of 6s. 8d.  

On the other hand, relat>ively litkle st80ne appears to have been obtained 
lociilly. There fire references in the Accounts t,o a " quarry below Windsor 
'Castle " from which chalk and flint were dug by stone diggers (Japzfudiatores) or 
labourers in the employ of the clerk of the works, whilst ;I stone called 

niodrestone ' was obtained from Langley, near Slough. W e  also learn that  the 
clerk of the works paid men 4d. or Rd. per cartload to gather flint from fields a t  
Marlow and 1,ledmenham and to ttransl)orfc i t  to tlie bank of the Thames. 
" l-rethstone " was dug a t  I I ~ ~ g l ~ e i ~ d e i ~ ,  near Wycombe, and another fairly near 
source of supply was Merstham, near Reigate. Hut much stone, especially of the 
better qualities, appears to  have come from further afield : from Caen in 
Normandy. from Maidstone, Farleygh, and Bozighton in Kent .  from Hucldleston 
and Stapleton in Yorkshire, and, a t  a later date, from Taynton in Oxfordshire. 

The methods by which the stone w:is obtained appe:n to have varied. 
TTnddleston freestone in 1445-6 was inn-chased in London from the  clerk of the 
works at Stow, whilst Kentish rage was also o b t ~ i n e d  1 1 1  London the same year 
from the old walls of tlie S:~voy P:~lilce. which tlie king hud given to the College. 
Tt7 the latter case, the Eton ant.hoih.ies paid 24~1. per dohafe for digging and 
o a ~ r y i n g  the stone to  the water's edgr. On occasion the  clerk of the works 



entered into contracts wit.h quarry masters for the supply of stone; a contract of 
this type bc~tween Wm. -Lynde, clerk of  the works, and five quarry men of ICcnt 
for the supply of a large quantity of Kentish stone, reiidy dressed, wns made  in  
April. 1442.' But p r o b i ~ b l ~  the most usual method was to act through piir- 
veyors ( p o ~ ~ / . s o r c s ) ,  who were sent from Eton to  tlic quarrying ;I re:is t o  arrange 
011 the spot for the provision of stone and its carriage. Thus in 1445-6 Peter 
Palmer, 1lliison, was in Kent, when- he bought large amounts of ashlar and 
various kinds of dressed stone-noirell^, e- i i iJ .^lni ies .  f/ra.ffahle'i, etc.-;l1 so much 
per foot a t  the quarries. H e  was paid 12d. per week (for 44 weeks) beyond his 
d:nly wage for expenses ' being in Kent for provision and carriage of stone.' 
I n  the same year William Chircheman, mason, leccived 7s. in  respect of expenses 
incurred whilst spending seven weeks a t  the quarry a t  Merstham ' for provision 
of st,one and carciagc thereof, ' and Hichard Hnrton's expenses ' being :it Wycoinbe 
for t h e  provision of stone ' .?  were iilso defrayed. I11 1448-9 Robert Janyns.  
mason, was paid Â£6 13. 4 on account of provision of  stone a t  Taynton. At tthiit 
date, too, a purveyor named Jooce was in Yorkshire to arrange for supplies of 
stone from IIi~ddlest~on and Stapleton. T i i  the same Account it, is recorded that. 
Rogrr Keys. Master of the Works. agreed to hire a quarry a t  1-Luddl~~ston from 
Sir John  Langton, and there is a,n entry showing that  lie paid for t,he repair of 
the way from the quarry to Cawood, on the River Ouse. between York and Selby. 
whence the stone was shi pped to London. 111 December, 144 9, John I)eneiti:iii, 
mason, was paid 18s. 4d. for three weeks. pJus horse hire riding to 1-Iuddleston 
quarry. 

A c o i n y o t ~ ~ . ~  roll of 1450-1 sliows that  a supervisor named Wells was 
working the quarry a t  Huddleston on behalf of Eton College. In 1458-9 
Medehill, the clerk of the works a t  Eton, paid Sir John Liington 33s. 4d. for 
the rent of his quiirry. and a year later he paid a man 5d .  for th;~tcli i~ig 
lodges (logiorii in) in the quarry. So far as we can tell, Huddleston, from 1450 
onwards. was the only quarry a t  which the Eton authorities maintained a 
permanent organisation ; at Windsor and a t  Hughenden they paid on occasions 
for digging stone, whilst in  other cases they a p p e : ~  to have bought stone from the 
quarries a t  so much per foot or so much per piece. 

Other materials were got locally. Lime w:is burned in a kiln near 
Windsor Castle by lime-burnt*rs in the employ of the Eton  :tuthorities, t he  
chalk no doubt being obtained from the quarry below Windsor C:istlc.' whilst 
the fuel for the wood fire was cut in Windsor and other neighbouring forests. 
Sand wus dug 111 1'Cton itself. Timber came from various places : amongst others 
from Langley and We~11iilll near Slough; from Windsor Park;  from Esthitl~~pst.ead 
and Wokingham, some ten to twelve miles t40 S . W . :  from Chobham. some ten 
miles to the S.  : and further afield f rom Sonning o n  the Thames, two miles lwlow 
Reading; from Odiham, some 25 miles away. near Aldershot : from Enfield 
Chase, i n  Middlesex, and from Kingswoocl, near Ledes, iu Kent.  From Kings- 
wood, oak was obtained; it was for iii-resting a ~i . t , i i i l l  tr~sp;isser in and :ibout 
the oak timber for the building, a t  Kingswood, in Kent ,  near Ledes Castle, and 
bringing him before tlio Provost, that Richard Dawdencr was ]),lid a I ?ward of 
3s. 4d. in July.  1449. 

I n  view of the distances from which materials were drawn, the 
problem of carriage was of very considerable importance 0 1 1  the other 
hand, the fact tha t  supplies were obtained from so many different directions made 
i t  difficult, if not impossible, for the Eton authorities to organise a transport 
department of their own ; in any C U S P ,  to jlidge by the  Accounts, they do not 

1 Contract 1)rinted in W. and  C . ,  I . .  .'W. 
Presumably ' hetlistone ' from I liigheiiclen. 
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appear to have possessed horses inid curt~s, though the works did possess a boat, 
called Ie s c h o t ~ t e .  whicli at times appears to have been hired out,  as, for instance, 
to William 0sborn.l one of tlic chief cs~rriers of Titynton stone. Even the local 
carrying between Windsor and Eton sind between Slough 2nd Eton was paid for 
i t  so much per cart load. Thus flint was carried from the  quarry below Windsor 
Castle t40 the College at 2d. per cart load, and bricks from the kiln a t  Slough to 
the College a t  6d. per 1,000. The carriage of ' hethstone ' from Itughenden to 
Marlow cost 12d. per cart load, and from Marlow to Eton by boat 8d. per dol i f i te .  
Merstham stone purchased for 20d. per d o l i t ~ t e  a t  1 he qn;irrv cost another 20d. 
per cart load to transport by ro :~d from tlic quarry to Kiiigst~on and 12d. per 
cart load by water from Kingston to Eton. Kentish stone cost 8d.  per cart load 
to carry from tlhe qwirries to tlie waterside at l l a i d ~ t ~ o n e ,  8d. per (7olicffe t o  carry 
by water from MaicIst,orie to London, and ICd, to t4r:~lisport up the  Thames from 
London to Eton. 

The price paid for stone a t  IIuddlesto~i and the cost of carrying i t  to Eton 
appears to have varied somewhat. I11 1448-9 i t  was being bought a t  the quarry 
for lOd. or 12d. per i h l i u t e ,  and was said to be worth 2s. per O o l i d e  ;it the 
wateredge a t  Cawood, whilst carriage thence to London by water cost 4s. per 
(foliate,  T n  1453-4 John Person was p;iid 1s. 4d.  per (JoJ'i/ilc, or 2%. 4d. in all, 
for 174 doliates of I l~iddlcston stone, the cost of tra~lsport~ing which from Cawood 
to London a t  5s. 8cl. per dol ia te  was Â£4 19. 2. I11 1459-60 Jiimes Pulden, 
mason, was paid lOd. per clolutfe .  or .Â£l 19. 7 in all, for conveying 474 d u f u i t e s  
of IIuddleston stone from the quarry to Cawood. I n  the same year John Perrison 
de Medilbourgh in Selaudia, ' Ducheman et Schipman,' was paid $10. 6 .  04 
for currying 474 do / ia t e s  1 cwt. IIuddlcst.on stone from Cawoocl to London 

1 The following occurs in the defective vo lume  of Arcoiints the  37 Henry V I .  . 
in our list : - 

Memorandum quad recepi xxvij. die ii~ensis .limi,i do TV~Ilelino Osb:u*ii pro 
$0 (lenar(io) de l:i Schoutr, a fosto s:mc'ti 3lic'lniclis Arcliiiiigeli ultimo 
pretorito usque clictam diem omnibus cornputis e t  nl1ocat.i~. 

TKO amounts (C.5. 6. 0 and Â£3 19. 84) liave been er1 ler'i~cl :nid both crossed ou t .  



(=4s .  4d. per do?iatc). I n  ;iddit,ion. in  all cases 16d. per (!oh<ite was paid for 
the  carriage of the stone from London t*o Eton. 

I n  1448-9 the cost of carrying Caen stone was 4s. per dolzu/e from Caen 
to  London, and 16d. per doliate from London to Eton. 

I n  1456-7 several men were paid 2s. per cart loud for carrying stone by  
road from the quarry a t  Taynton t'o Culllam (on the Thames below Oxford), a 
distance of twenty miles as the crow flies, and a further 2s. was paid for the  
carriage by road of the  stone from Cu1ha.m to Hen1ey.l Thence bargemen 
conveyed this stone t o  Eton, being paid 12d. per d o l k t e .  

Masons'  Lodges. 

I n  discussing supply of materials, reference was made to lodges in the 
quarry a t  lluddleston. The only otther mention which we have noted relates to 
Eton iiiid is in the Account of 1445-46. This shows th:it fourteen cartloads of 
straw were purchased to cover the lodges and the walls of the Church i n  winter. 

Masons' Ih is te l .  

From an  early stage of the building operations, if not from the  
outset, the authorities provided living quarters for the masons. I n  the 
Account of 1445-6 we read of " wages of one cook for the masons' hostel (pro  
hospicio l(~tJiarnorz/rn) for the year, with 6s. 8d. paid him for his clothes and 
livery, Â£2 6.  8d." I n  the Account for 1448-9, an item in respect of wages of 
a cook for the  masons again appears; in addition to an  item for rent  to John 
Clerk, of Eton, for the  farm of ; i  parcel of land on which is situated the tenement 
in which the masons (latamz) live, and a payment of Â£ to two carpenters for 
making a chamber (camera} 60ft. long by 18ft. broad with convenient height, 
erected on the tenement assigned and deputed to the masons, near the tenement of 
John Clerk situated in  Eton.  I t  was probably to a chamber (camera) such as 
this tha t  the Third Point of the Cooke MS. refers-" That he can hele the  
Councell of his felows in logge and in chamhere . . . " I n  the same year 
there are several payments in  respect of prepsiring fuel in Windsor forest for the 
hostel of the masons and for transporting fuel from the forest to t4he hostel of 
the masons (hospicium la f  Jiomorm~i). Thus the masons appear to have been 
provided with living accommodation, free fuel and the services of a cook. So 
far  as housing other artificers is concerned, the only references we have found 
are to purchases of straw in  1449 ' (  for beds of carpenters working a t  Ie Moote 
and New 1 Tall. ' ' 

MASONS' WAGES. 

Thc clnssification of the masons differs in  the various Acco~int ,~ .  I n  
the wage-book of 1442-3 there is n three-fold division into :- 

ff r ' masons 
harde hewers 
row masons 

1 On J une N t h ,  William Croke, John King  and others, hired with some of thei r  
neighbours to  carry 237 cartloads of Taynton stone from Cnlliam t o  Henley a t  2s. per 
doliate, were paid Â£23 14. 0. Unless the  scribe has made a slip, t he  caitload 
( c m e c t a )  was evidently the  same as the  doliuta.  

2 Nvervwhere in this section we have translated Iatmni as  ' masons ' because 
there is nothing in the  context t o  show whether it is used in the  narrower sense of 
hewers of freestone as contrasted with harclhewers, or in the  wider sense of hewers, as 
in the expressions I(itfiomi vornti ffreina.wus and I(it11onti vocati l}(irdeJie<~:ers (see next 
section). As freemasons received more favourable t reatment  in the  matter of holidays 
than hardl~cwers,  it is quite possible t h a t  similar favourable t reatment  was accorded 
them in the  matter of the  hostel, hu t  we have found no evidence in the  Accounts, one 
way or the  other. 



There is a fourth cat.egory, viz., brike nien, which appears t,o be the rowmasons 
in another disguise. The corresponding terms in  the wage-books of 1444-5 and 
1445-6 are : - 

I f t th f im  h 
harde hewers 
positores p e t r a m  

whilst the brike men are there designated positores (?c liriL.e. 111 John Vady's 
' Accounts of Receipts and Expenses, 1445-6,'' in summarising wages, the 
descriptions employed are, : - 

I n  the wage-book of 1448-9 there is only a two-fold division :- 

1at11 o'iiu 
hardefie wers e t  posit ores 

I n  the wage-book of 1453-4 there is once again a three-fold division, but  one 
which is essentially different from the previous classifications:- 

This last classification is followed in tthe wage-books of 1456-7, 1458-9 and 1459-60. 

In these various classifications the terms ffr'masons, luthumi,  lot?;omz 
rociiti f f ~ - e ? ~ z ~ ~ s o n s  and cemcutarii  all appc:ir to refer to tthe hewers or cutters and 
t o  be interchangeable; t he  same men are entered under the  different descriptions 
in  the different wage lists. The same appears to bo true of the terms row masons, 
positores petrurzm,  positores vocafi rough leyers, posttores (in the  1448-9 Account), 
and cubatores (in the 1453-4 and subsequent Accounts) : all tlhese terms refer to  
layers and are apparently interchangeable, for so far  as Etton building terminology 
is concerned a rough mason and a rough layer appear to  be one and the same 
thing.  The word actually used in the Account of 1442-3, which is in English, 
is row mason (not rough mason); ( row'  was either a dialect form or an 
alternative spelling of rough, and a row mason presumably implied a mason doing 
rough work, i .e. ,  rough as compared with the work done by a freemason. In  
the  later Accounts, which ;ire in Latin, the word used to  designate a row mason 
or a rough layer is cnhator, which is distingziished from the "word positor. The 
distinction between c~i7;(/tores and psitoj8es in tlic Accounts of 1453-4, 1456-7, 
1458-9 and 1459-60 is more than a mere terininologicul distinction. The posztores 
received nob merely bether pay and better conditions regarding holiday? than t he 
cubatores, but better pay than the cemcutcirii, or freemasons, from whose ranks 
they were recruited and into which they dropped b i ~ k  when not actually engaged 
as  positores. As to tlhe distinction in the work done by the cnbafores iind the 
positores respectively, whilst tlie former probably laid rows of stones, we are 
disposed to  think that  the latter were hewers who, having cut tracery or arch- 
moulds. were for the time being engaged in  setting tohe work they or other 
freemasons had cut,, such setting being a highly skilled job in which 1-1 very small 
want of care or of precision would throw an arch or a window out of the true 
and spoil a hewer's w o r l ~ . ~  

1 ' Setters ' in  receipt of higher wages than the general body of unisons occur 
at  King's College, Cambridge. in 1508 (Willis and d a r k .  I.. 475). nnd at Sandgate 
Castle in 1539-40 (A&.  Ca,n,t., sx., p. 235). 



(a) , S ' t ~ t ~ t Â ¥ / t t e /  and whter  /yttc.s. I n  1442-3, 1444-5, 1445-6, 1448-9 and 
1453-4 no distinction was niadc between summer and winter rates; a wage of 
3s. a week or of 6d. per day; as the case might he, was paid to freemasons, 
hard hewers, row masons or layers in summer :iud winter, though the layers- 
were not generally employed the whole of the winter. I11 1456-7 the freemasons 
were pi11d 3s. 4d. per week in October. 3s. a week in November. December and 
,Jiiiiuiu'y, and 3s. 4d. per week from February to September. The summer ,111d 
winter wages of the freemasons acting us p o . f - i t o r c . s  or setters were 3s. 8d. iind 
3s. 4cl. respectively. The same distinction between summer and winter rates. 
was made in 1458-9 and 1-159-60, so far  as the freemasons and pofutorcs were 
concerned. No hardhewers were employed during these years ; layers (c11  hnforeff) 
ii.8 formerly received 6d. per day in the summer of 1456-7, 1458-9 and 1459-60 ; 
what their winter wage would have been we do not know, ;is none were employed 
from November to Pebniiwy in the later years. 

(11) 11 oJu!a!/.s' f r t l ( /  feast  ( l / t ! / .~ .  During tlhe course of a year there were 
numerous days on which the masons did not work, in respect of some of which, 
nevertheless, they received wages, the freemasons being more favourably treated 
in this matter t,hnu the hardhewers or row masons or hiyers. I n  some years the 
wage registers were so entered i>s to show the number of days paid for, ;ind i t  is 
not possible to be certain which feast days were observed. 011 the other hand,  
the wage registers for 1444-5 and 1445-6 are quite explicit, so far as freernasons- 
were concerned, so tha t  it is ~oss ib l r  to tri'ice t'he holidays and feast days 
observed and whether or not they were pnid for. So far as the h;trdhewers 
and layers are concerned, it is possible to trace the holidays and feast days. 
observed, hut, there is occ:isionally an element of 'uncertainty as to which of two 
feast diiys was paid for. Witjh regard to the days observed, 46 different days 
in all were observed as liolidays or feast days during 1444-5 and 1445-6, but  as 
in each year some of the days normally observed fell on Sundays. the iictuiil week- 
days on which no work was done by the freemasons iinloiillted to 38 in 1444-5. 
and to 43 in 1445-6, four of the extr.1 days in the latter year being accounted 
for by fewer saints' d i i y ~  falling on Sundays. mid one hy the addition of 
S t .  Edward (October 13) to the list of Saints' D;iys o b s e r v ~ d . ~  

Tab/(  ~ J t o i r n i ! , ~  /iofi(//n/s t ~ t t t /  s n i t i f . ~ '  ilu?/\, h e w e d  /)?l t h e  /nn'sons in 1444-5 cnnF  

1445-6. 
Fired I " ( > . ~ t i r i i l s .  1444-5 1445-6 

29 Sept. S t .  Michael YES YES 
l 3  Oct. 81). E ~ l ~ i l r d  NO Y E S  
18 Oct. S t .  Luke Sunday YES 
28 Oct. St.  Sirnon and S t .  Jude  YES YES 

1 Nov All Smuts Sunday YES 
2 Ncv. All Souls YES YES 

17  Nov. S t .  Hugh YES YES 
30 Nov S t .  Andrew YES Y E S  
6 Dec. St. Nicholas Sunday YES 
8 Pec. Conception V.M. Y E S  YES 

21 Dec St,. Thomas YES Y E S  
25 Dec. Christinits Day YES YES 
26 Dec. St .  Stephen Y E S  Sunday 
27 Dec. S t .  John Sunday Y E S  
29 Dec. Holy lnnocei~t~s YES YES 
29 Dec. St .  Thomas Y E S  Y E S  

1 Ja J I  Circumcision YES YES 

1 Ft w a s  not observed eitlvr in  1412 or i n  1444. 



6 Jan .  
2 Feb. 

24 Feb. 
25 H ilis. 
23 Apr.  
25 Apr.  

1 M :I-y 
3 May 
5 June 

24 June 
29 June 
7 July  

22 July  
25 July  
10 Aug. 
15 Aug. 
24 Aug. 
8 Sept. 

14 Sept. 
2 1 Sept. 

Epiphany 
Purification V.M. 
St.  Alatthias 
Annunciation V . N .  
S t .  George 
S t .  ^lark 
St. Philip & St .  James 
Invention of J Ioly Cross 
Feast of Dedication of Chin-ch 
Nativity of St'. John Bapt. 
S t .  Peter & St. Paul 
Translation of St .  Tliom,is 
St.. Mary Magdalene 
St .  James 
St .  Li~wrence 
Assumpt,ion V.M.  
St .  J^iirtholouiew 
Nativity of V . N .  
Exaltation of Holy Cross 
St.. Matthew 

Good Fridiiy 
Easter JVI onday 
Easter Tuesday 
Easter Wednesday 
Ascension 
Whit Monday 
Whit  Tuesday 
Whit Wednesday 
Corpus Christ! 

1444-5 

YES 
YES 
YES 
YES 
YES 
Sunday 
YES 
YES 
YES 
Y E S  
YES 
YES 
YES 
Sunday 
YES 
Sunday 
YES 
Y 13s 
Y 13s 
VKS 

Ajar. 26 
M i i r  29 
Mar. 30 
TV'liir. 31 
Afay 6 
3Liy 17 
May 18 
]\lay 19 
May 27 

1445-6 

YES 
YES 
YES 
YES 
YES 
YES 
Sunday 
Y KS 
Sunday 
YES 
YES 
YES 
YES 
Y 14: S 
YES 
YES 
Y 12s 
YES 
Y ]<S 
YES 

Apr.  15 
Apr. 18 
Apr.  19 
Apr.  20 
3Iay 26 
J u n e  6 
.Tune 7 
June  8 
Jniie 15 

I11 the t;i,ble which we give we l l i ~ ~ e  - ~ t  o u t  the 37 fixed holidays and the 
nine moveable holidays observed in 1444-5 :incl 1445-6. In the Account for 
14'ebr1liiry, 1441-2, trio February, 1442-3, which was written in English, some of 
the holidays are described by their more popu1:ir iiiimes. Thus May 3rd is 
described as St. Helen in place of Invention of Holy Cross. November 1st as 
All 1X.illows iiise;id of All Saints, December 8th as Our Lady in place of Conccp- 
tion of 13.V.M. : the clays following December 25th ;is ' Cristeinas wcke ' instead 
of St. Stephen, St. John.  etc . ,  and January 1st as newzere day ' in place of 
Circumcision. 

T I I  regard t o  the observance of feasts i t  niiiy be noted that  hardhewers and 
layers apparently abst.ained from work on exactly the same days as the freemasons. 
I n  what concerns payment of wsiges in respect of holidays, however. ihe position 
was by no means the dame. The fre<munons, both in 1444-5 and 1445-6. were 
paid for all holidays except nine, namely, three days a t  Christinits, three days a t  
Easte:. and three days :it Whitsun. The ? ~ , u r ( / / ~ e , ; ~ ~ e r ^  in eaeli year were paid for 
five holidays only; in 1444-5 they were paid for S t .  JIugh (November 17th) ' by 
mandate of our lord the king,' one day in the week December 28tli-Jaini;1ry 2nd 
( ? Holy  innocent,^, St. Thomas, or Cir~umcis ion) ,~  one day in the week March 
22nd-27tli ( ? Anii~mcia t~io~i  or Good Friday), one day in the week May 3rd-8th 

1 For that week the  register shows tha t  the  linrdhevers did lint uork on 
December 28th, December 29th or January 1st. but. on tin' other h a n d ,  tlisit they were 
paid 2s. There is nothing t o  indicate for  which of the three 11olidnys they were pnid. 



( 1  Invention of Holy Cross or Ascension), and the Feast of the Dedication of the 
Church (June 5th). I n  1445-6 they were paid for St .  Edward (October 13th) 

by mandate of our lord the king,' one day in the week November 1st-6th ( 1  All 
~ a i n t s  or All Souls), St .  Hugh (November 17t,li), one day in  the week December 
6th-11th ( ?  St .  Nicholas or Conception B.V.M.), and one day in the week 
December 20th-25th ( ? St .  Thornas or Christmas Day). Thus, although five 
holidays were paid for in  each year, there was only one day (St. Hugh) common 
to both yeilrs, t,liough as the table shows, only one of the holidays (incl~zding the 
alternatives) p:~id for in t4he first year, viz., the Feast of the Dedication of tlie 
Church (June 5th) fell on a Sunday in the second year. The l a y e r s  were paid 
for only three holidays in  the first year and four holidays in the second year. 
111 1444-5, they were paid for one day in tlie week March 22nd-27th 
( ? Annunciation or Good Friday), one day in the week May 3rd-8th ( ? Inven- 
tion of Holy Cross or Ascension), and for the Feast of the Dedication of the 
Church (June 5th). In  1445-6, they were paid for one day in tjhe week Novem- 
ber lstJ-6th ( ?  All Saints or All Souls), for S t .  Dug11 (November 17t1h), for one 
day in t4he week December 6th-11th ( I S t .  Nicholas or Conception B.V.N.), and 
for one day in  the week December 20th-25tfli ( ? St*. Thollii~s or Christmas Day) .  
Thus. as compared with the liardhewers. t-hey lost pay for St .  Hugh and for a 
day a t  the  end of December in the first year, and for St .  Edward in  the second 
year. 

I n  the later Accounts it is not possible to trace tlie feast day? with quite 
the same degree of certainty as for 1444-5 and 1445-6, but. so far  as we ciln 
judge more or less the  same feast days appear to have been observed. I n  one 
or two years, however, additional holidays were introduced: thus in 1453-4 the 
Translation of St,. Edward (June 20th). in 1456-7, St .  Annc (July 26th), and 
in 1459-60 the' Feast of the Dedication of thr  Church a t  Eton (November 7tli) 
appear to have been observed as holidays, though for tlie one occasion only, so 
far  as we can tell. The most interestling innovation, however, was the observa- 
tion of the Feast of t h e  Quatuor Coronati, which was entered i n  the registers on 
November 8th 1453, 1456, 1459 and 1460 as a day on which tThe masons did not 
work. On each of these occasions, i . e . ,  in each of later periods for which 
Accounts are available, the masons and other workmen had a holiday, but unlike 
other feast", clays, the  freemasons were not paid wages in  respect of the  feast of 
the Quatuor Coronati. I t  constituted a tenth day in  the year in  respect of 
which they were not paid. 

Whilst, the Quatuor Coronati may l i ;~ve been the patron saints of the 
German masons, being definitely included in  the Invocation of the Strassburg 
C~nst~i tu t ion (1459) of the Steinmetzen,' the position which they occupied 
amongst English masons 11i1~ silways been somewhat uncertain. The R e p s  
Poem, written approximately a t  tlie end of the fourteenth century, after setting 
out the legend of the Craft  and the ' customs ' of the masons (in the Articles 
and Points), devotes some forty lines under the heading Ars  Qnfifwor 
Coronatorum to the  subject of the Four Crowned Martyrs, without any sugges- 
tion. however, tha t  they were the patron saints of masons. Nearly a century 
later, in the  London Masons' Ordinances of 1481. we find a regulation ' '  that  
every freeman of the craft  shall attend a t  Christcliurcli (witthin Aldgate) on the 
Feast of the Quatuor Coronati (November 8th) to hear n ~ a s s  under penalty of 
12d. ." which would seem to imply a definitve recognition of the Four Crowned 
Martyrs. Our present study of the Eton College Building Accounts shows that  
a t  some date after  1448, and not later th;m 1453, the practice of observing the 
festival of the Qnatuor Coronati was introduerd by the masons working a t  l3ton. 
Tlie College Authorities recognised the festival to trhe exttent of entering the  
name of the festival in  the wage registers, but did not give i t  the standing of one 

1 See Go i i l d ,  Concise T I i s f o r y  (1920). p. 20. 
Cat.  of Letter-Book. L. .  p. 184. 



The Buildin-g of E t o n  College, I.'/>/2-1460. 

of the many official holidays for which the freemasons received their wages. 
Whether the observance of November 8 th  amongst English masons was a t  all 
general in the second half of the  fifteenth century, there is no evidence to show; 
the Eton practice in the 1450's and the London Regulation of 1481 constitute 
the only positive evidence with which we are acquainted. On the other hand, 
the contemporary Building Accounts of Kirby Muxloe Castle, 1480-84, show 
that  masons were paid for six days in the weeks in which November 8th occurred. 
As the normal practice there appears to have been not to  pay for holidays. we 
are disposed to think that  the festivnl of the Quaiuor Coronati was not observed 
a t  Kirby Mnxloe. 

The arrangement by which masons were frequently paid wages for holidays 
on which they did not work appears t o  have been one of the ' customs ' of the 
masons in earlier times. This is quite explicit in the Second Point of the 
Ifegius MS. : - 

That the mason worche apon the werk day, 
Also trwly as he con or may, 
To deserve hys liuyre for the halyday. 

As stated in the Few, Watson and Henery He& MSS., the meaning is not 
quite so clear :- 

And also that  every Mason shall work truly upon the workday that  
he may truly deserve his pay and receive i t ,  so tha t  he may live 
honestly on the holyday. ( F e w  MS.). 

The later versions of the  Old Charges do not appear to refer to the question at  
a l l  Perhaps this is a n  example of the gradual influence of legislation on the 
evolution of mi~sons' ' customs, as the  practice of allowing masons pay for festival 
days on which they did not work was declared illegal by Statutes of 1360 and 

- subsequent years.2 

(c). Variety and clianges in rates of wages. Wit<h relatively small excep- 
tions, there was very little variety in the rates of pay amongst the masons prior 
to 1448, apart from differences due to the varying treatment they received in 
respect of holidays, to which reference has already been made and which is, 
perhaps, implied in  the statement that  freemasons received 3s. per week. whilst 
hardhewers, row masons and layers received yd. per day. Tlie freemasons were 
paid for 24 holidays in 1444-5 and 29 holidnys in 1445-6, for which hardhewers 
received no pay ; in other words, a freemason working full-time in 1444-5 or 
1445-6 would have been paid for 504 weeks a t  3s. in each case, or Â£ 11s. 6d. 
per annum, whereas a liardhcwer working full-time would have been paid for 
46 weeks and three days a t  6d. per day = Â£ 19s. 6d. in  1444-5, and for 45 
weeks and four days a t  6d. per day = ..C6 17s. in 1445-6. The maximum earnings 
of a layer would have been Â£ 18s. 6d. in 1444-5 and Â£ 16s. 6cI. in 1445-6. 
Thus, on the average hardhewers and layers could only earn eight or nine per 
cent. less than freemasons in the course of a year;  in  practice, their earnings 
probably fell short of the maximum owing to slack employment in the winter 
rnont.11~. 

In  1448 the higher rate of 3s. 4d. per week for freemasons whilst acting 
as setters, first appears in  the A c c o u ~ t ~ s  inuler review. I n  tha t  year, i t  was paid 

, to four freemasons for ii month. In 1453-4 ten freemasons benefited by the 
higher sca.le for periods varying from two to 25 weeks; in  1456-7 two benefited 
for 17 and 26 weeks respectively; whilst in  1458-60 four benefited for periods 
varying from 25 to 33 weeks. 

In 1456-7 the introduction of the higher summer rates of 3s. 4d. per week 
for freemasons and 3s. 8d.  per week for freemason-setters led to further variety, 

1 Ie ire ,s t1: t~s1t i1~e Arch. SOC., vol. xi. (191.5). pp. 193-345. 
2 See 34 Ed. HI., c.  xi. (1360); 4 TT. IV., c .  xiv.  (1402); a.nd 6 H. VIII..  

c .  iii. (1514). 



as there WAS no corresponding advance in layers' wages. The position with 
regard to standard rates is summed up in tlie table which follows:- 

MJe iffmiriny ' i n a x o ~ ~ . ~ '  standard u ' u y ~  raten ai Eton ,  1442-1460. 

1442- it (,all the year) 

1 1444- 5 (all tlie year) .. 

144.5- ti (Ã§1 t h e  vein-) j 
1 1  the yenr) 

1 1  tlie year) 

winter 
( N o v .  Dpc. 

Jan .) 

3s. jier week 

3s. -111. per week 

Rd. per (lay 

Row masons 
and layers. 

6d. per day 

fid. per day 

6cl. per day 

6(1. per day 

6d. per day 

Tlie exceptions seem to fall into three groups. In the first group are five 
h i ~ i d l i e ~ e r ~ ,  one layer and one rowmason who received less than 6d. per day:- 

Tlios. Chiipelyne, hardhewer, 5 days @ 6d. and 4 days @ 4d. per day in 
Aug., 1442. 

John Benliam, rowinnson. 2 weeks @ 5d. per day in Sept., 1442. 

John Gore, Inn. ,  stone layer, 4 weeks @ 4d. per day in May and June,  
1445. 

William Jemmes, hardhewer or stone layer, 4 weeks @ 5d. per day in 
April and May, 1448. 

Thos. Asschedouue, hardhewer. 7 weeks @. 5d. per day in  July-Aug.,  
1448. 

Win. Boile, hardhewer, 5 weeks 6 4d. per day in July-Aug.,  1448. 

Thos. Bryggcs. h i~dl lewer ,  8 weeks @ 5d. per day in  July-Aug., 1448. 

The first two men stayed a fortnight only, coming :nid going in each case alone 
at a time when a dozen h i i~dhe \~e r s  a n d  a score of layers were regularly employed. 
They would seem to have been casual masons of a low grade of skill whose 
standard of efficiency did not satisfy the Chief l\'l:~son. John Gore, junior, 
arrived and departed wit11 John Gore, senior; whilst the short period of service 
a t  Eton of William ,Jemnies coincided exactly with tha t  of a man ni~med John  
Crystmas, whose name likewise appeared in  the list headed hardhewers and 
layers." Thz last three men were recruited a t  a time when nunieroiis hardhewers 
and Iiiyers were being engaged for three or four months. Mrygges arrived in  
tlie snine week as four ot,hers. of whom three departed before him rtnd one a t  
the same time: Asschedoiine arrived in the same week ;is two others. of whom 
one departed before him and one a t  the same t ime;  Boile arrived in a week by 
himself. Thus i t  would seem possible that John Gore, jun., Jemmes, Brygges 
and Asscl~edoni~e were learners or perhaps apprentices, travelling nhont the 
country with their masters. 



I n  the second group were Robert Clyuton, freem:~son. and Thos. Robynson, 
freemason. The former, from April to June,  1449, was in receipt of 2s. 6d. per 
week after being in receipt of 3s. Od. a week like the general body of freemasons, 
for some four years previously. The l:ittser was in receipt of 35. Od. a week in 
October, 1458, and from March tlo September, 1459. whilst the other freemasons 
were paid 3s. 4d. For some ten years previously he had received the same wage 
as the general body of freemasons, i . e . ,  3s. in 1448-9, 1453-4 and the winter of 
1456-7, and 3s. 4d. in the summer of 1456-7. Thus, after several years of service, 
the pay of Clynton and Robynson appears t o  liave been reduced ; we c:ui only 
surmise tthat fw reasons of health or age they were no longer :is efficient as 
formerly, and that  they accepted a reduced r;it.e in preference tto dismissal. 

The third group of exceptions is the most interesting. Ainong the free- 
unisons we find five men a t  different, tinleg serving for considerable periods a t  less 
than the standard rat,e, to which we know that  three of them ultimately 
attained : - 

(i .) On May 18tJh, 1448, six weeks after the commencement of t8he 1448-9 
Account, the name of Thomas Sinyth first [tppears amongst the 
freemasons a t  a rate of 2s. per week, which he continued to 
receive until the close of the Account on September 27th. 1449. 

Uuriiig the year October, 1453, to Sept(ember, 1454, he was paid 
tlie standard rate of 3s. per werk, whilst in 1456-7, 1458-9 and 
1459-60 he was paid 3s. 4d.  in summer ancl 3s. in winter like the 
ot4her freemasons. 

(ii.) On February 22nd, 1448-9, t,he name of John Aleyne first appears 
amongst the freemasons, his wage from thai  datce until the end of 
the Account on September 27th, 1449, being 20cl. per week. By 
October 1st. 1453, his wage had resiched the standard rate, and 
he received 3s. or 3s. 4d , as the case might be, like the other 
freemasons during 1453-4, 1456-7, 1458-9 sind 1459-60. 

(iii.) When the Account for 1453-4 opens, on October lstt, 1453, we find 
Henry t Ja~ iy~ i s ,  freeinsison. iu  receipt of 2s. 6d. per week. His 
name disappears from the list on March 30th. 1454, after 26 weeks 
of continuous service on the same day as the nilme of John Clerk, 
warden of the masons. 

(iv.) 011 Oct8ober lst., 1453, the name of John Conpere appears amongst 
the freemasons i ~ t  a wige of 2s. per week, which he continued to 
receive until the close of the Account i11 September, 1454. I n  
the next Account, October, 1 4  56, to August, 1457. Coupere's 
name appears regularly a t  2s. 6cl. per week and likewise from 
October, 1458, to April, 1459. H e  then vanishes for more than 
a year, only to re-appear for a while in Ju ly ,  1460, at the full 
summer r:it4e of 3s. 4 d .  per week. 

(v.) The name of Thomas Kyng, f ree l~i i i~o~l ,  first appears in the Accounts 
in June,  1459, a t  a wage of 2s. per week, a rate which he con- 
tinned t,o receive until the Acc~ount closed i n  September, 1460. 

With regard to Henry Janyns. we are disposed to think tinit he was the son of 
"Robert Janyns who came to Eton from Merton College. Oxford, in the spring 
of 1449 to  serve as Warden ; t ha t  he was apprent-iced t,o John Clerk, the then 
"Warden, a t  some dat8e between October, 1449, and October, 1453, and that  on 

1 See below. 



the departure of the latter a t  the end of ^larch, 1454, the apprentice naturally 
accompanied his master. I n  what concerns Thomas Kyug, if he was :in 
apprentice, there is nothing to show who his master was. no other freemason 
arriving a t  Eton a t  the same time; nor does his name appear long enough in  the  
Accounts to enable us to trace whether his wage ultimately rose lo 2s. 6d.  and 
then to the standard rate, as appears t o  have been the case with Coupere. Thos. 
Smyth's wage, within 5$ years of his commencing work at Eton,  had risen from 
2s. a week to 3s. ; very possibly he attained the  standard rate in a much shorter 
time, as there is a gap of four years in the wage lists between September, 1449, 
and October, 1453, about which period no information is available. The same 
is true of John Aleync: in  a maximum period of 4-3 years, and possibly in 
considerably less time, his wage rose from 20d. a week to the full rate of 3s. If 
Smyt.11 and Aleyno were apprentices it would seem. ei ther:  ( i i )  t,liat tliey served 
s~~bsiant ia l ly  less tj1lan seven years, ~ ~ n l e s s  the standatrd rate of w:lgcs was paid 1x1 

respect of an apprentice, which we are disposed to doubt, both on general grounds 
and in  view of Coupere's case referred to next, or (11) tha t  they had served par t  
of their apprenticeship before they arrived a t  Eton.  The latter alternative 
would not seem impossible. as Smyth's name figures in the list for the first time 
in a week when a freemason named William Byrche. who had worked a t  Etton 
previously, re-appears. One objection to the surmise that  Smyth was Byrche's 
apprentice is tha t  Byrche vanished fifteen months later, whilst Smyth continlied 
to work a t  Eton a t  2s. a week, which difficulty can only be overcome by making 
the further assumption that  Byrche died or retired from masonry and that  his 
apprentice was transferred to another master. So far as Aleyne is concerned, 
he commenced work a,t Eton a t  the same t4irne as a freemason named Walter 
Childecote, who was still a t  Eton in October, 1453, when the standard wage was 
being paid to, or in  respect of, Aleyne. then supposedly out. of his apprenticeship. 
Thus if Smyth and Aleyne were apprentices when they first appear in the Eton 
Accounts, and if they served seven years in tha t  capacity, thc presumption is 
tha t  they served 13yrche and Childccote respectively elsewhere for some time before 
arriving a t  Eton.  

The case of John Coupere is different : his name was on the wage-list a t  
Eton on tlie very first day of the 1453-4 Account, so tha t  i t  is impossil~le to form 
I idea as to how long he had been there or with whom lie came or to whom he 
might be apprenticed. On the other hand, the Accounts under review show that  
he  served for five years and seven months a t  the rate first of 2s. and then of 
2s. 6d. per week. When he disappeared from the wage-list at the end of April, 
1459, no other mason appears to have left Eton a t  the  same t ime; perhaps his 
apprenticeship (if tiny) was a t  an  end and he left to gain experience. I n  any 
ease, by April, 1459. he could have served for seven years or more a t  Eton. The 
following summer he re-appeared a t  the standard summer rate of 3s. 4d. per week. 
a t  a time wlicn several freemasons were being recruited, but  he only stayed for a 
fortnight. Inference to the  possible subsequent careers of Coupere and Janyns  
is made in  a later section of this paper. 

These five men-Hy. Janyns, Thos. Kyng, Thos. Smyili, John Aleyne and 
John  Conpere-are tthe only ones among the 293 freemasons recorded in the eight 
detailed Accounts, t o  whom the wage-lists would seem to point as possible 
apprentices. Against this supposition has to  be set the f;ict that ,  so far as we 
have been able to discover, no mason or other worker is ever described in  the 
Eton building documents from 1442 to 1460, either as an apprentice or as a 
learner of any description. 

(d) Jfethods of paying wages. All wages entered in tlie wage-lists were 
time-wages a t  the rat4e of so much per annum or so much per week or so much 
per day. The Chief Mason was paid 2 3  6s. 8d. per quart'er a t  the rate of 
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Â£1 6s. 8d. per annum;  the Warden was generally paid fortnightly or weekly 
" in part payment of his wages of & l 0  per annum. " The general body of 
freemasons appear to have received weekly wages, the other masons daily wilges, 
but in both cases in  the wage-lists, as preserved, weekly or forhightly totals 
were entered against the various names. I n  the Accounts for 1442-3, 1444-5 and 
1445-6 all entries were weekly with the occasional exception of those relating t o  
the close or commencement of a year. I n  September, 1445, entries were 
made for two successive half-weeks (September 27th-29th and September 30th- 
October 2nd)  a t  the close of 1444-5 and commencement of 1445-6, whilst in 
September. 1446, the last entry is for a period of one week and four days 
(September 19th-29th). I n  t'he Accounts for 1448-9, 1453-4, 1456-7, 1458-9 and 
1459-60 the entries were mostly fortnightly, but  with a n  occasional weekly entry 
to complete a quarter. I t  does not follow, however, that  wages were promptly 
paid a t  the end of each week or of each fortnight as the  case might be. The 
marginal notes in our first Account and occasional entries in  the others throw 
some light on the way in which the money earned by the masons actually reached 
them. I n  one instance a t  least it seems to have been paid over to the principal 
11i;ison for distribution.' Very often the pay was not dr;iwn by the mason 
himself, but  by one of his fellow workmen, usually a mason whose name occurs 
in the same list, though not always. In the week commencing 22nd December, 
1442, the wages of Stevyn Baker and Roger Charleton, hardhewers, were paid 
per Knyght, laborer. Notes of the  names of the  workmen to whom the pay was 
handed over are very frequent, but  with regard to two weeks there is further 
information, namely, the date of payment. I n  the week headed March 26th 
a date is entered, in  sixteen instances, after the amount of the wage, the date 
being either the 3rd or the 8th of April. We conclucle tha t  in  these instances 
the recipient's wage was either three or eight days in arrears. Similarly in  the 
week headed 14th May a date is entered, either May 28th or June  4th, in 
seventeen instances before the mason's name, which we take as indicating that  
the particular masons concerned received their pay either nine or sixteen days 
after it was due. On the other hand, though some masons had to wiiit for their 
money, one a t  least seems to have been able to anticipate it?. I n  the week 
headed 30th Ju ly  there is entered against the name of Cornelius Dawker, row 
mason, the note : " lent, to hy[m] ye same day vppof 111 hys wag[es ?] oil [er-le 
ye seid iijs. iijs. viijd." 

Although time-wages predominated a t  Eton, occasionally a mason was paid 
by the  tlask. I n  Vady's  Account of Receipts and Expenses for 1445-6. under 
the heading task work (opera aft fascam)  we find the  entry paid " to Edmund 
Knight for working 166 feet of assheler 44s." This Edmund Knight was 
presumably the same as a hardhewer of tha t  name who worked regularly a t  
Eton from October, 1444, to Septlember, 1446, with the exception of a break of 
seven weeks in  May and June ,  1446. Those seven weeks contained 35 working 
days (equivalent to  17s. 6d. in time wages), and i t  hardly seems likely tha t  all 
the ashlar could have been prepared single-handed by Knight in that  time. 
H e  may, however, have employed sufficient assistance to complete the t a ~ k  in 
that  period, or he may have done the work partly in his leisure time, either with 
or without assistance. whilst drawing wages as a hardhewer. 

I n  a few cases masons received extra payments beyond their ordinary 
remuneration. Thus i n  the  Account of Roger Keys for 1448-50, Peter Palmer, 
mason, is on one occasion paid 20s. " in reward for his diligence by precept of 
the provost," and on another occasion 6s. ad., whilst a payment of 6s. 8d.  was 
also made t,o Henry Roo, mason, in the same Account, no reason being stated. 
The principal cases of extra payments which we have come across occur in  . 

1 Accounts,  1458. '' Memorandum qnod liborati v. DecemLris Symoni Clerk 
pro vaclijs latomoruin ixl. xvs. 



Vady's Account of 1445-6, in which t+he following entry occurs under the head 
of " Rewards " :- 

' Jn  various rewards made to the setters of stone, ;is well as various other 
workmen on the aforesaid works, for their diligent labour in  the  said 
works in hot weather (tempo-re esfii'(~,) by considerat~ion of the Marquis 
of Suffolk and the Provost of Eton College, viz. Henry Roo 12s., 
Richitrd Foxe 5s. 8d . ,  John Plesant 6s. 4d., Stephen Pette 2s. 8 d . ,  
William Storer 2s., John Skynner 3s. 4d. ,  Robert Blandon 3s. 4d., 
setters of freestone (positoÂ¥/-~7),;/, .'  Ji1)rc petre) ; John Michell 3s. 4d .  : L ~ L I  
Lambton Henry 12d., layers of broke. Thomas Glasier, karue(r) 
20s. . . . " 

Roo, Foxcl, Plesiint, Pette.  Storer, Skyniier and Blandon are all classed in the 
wage-lists as freemasons (luthan~z) at. 3s. per week: this extract shows us tha t  
they were paid extra for setting freestone in hot weather. In  the next Account 
(1448-9) the reward to freemasons engaged iu setting in  hot weather appears to 
have been replaced by a higher wage of 3s. 4d. per week, such wige being paid 
to four freemasons (Stephen Pette, John Skynner, William Newnian and William 
Byrche) whilst engaged in setting for four weeks diiring J U ~ ~  and August. 1448. 
By 1453 the fact tha t  the additional pay f o r  setting was originally associated with 
diligence in hot weather appears to have been forgotten, for we find the rate of 
3s. 4d. being paid to freemasons employed as setters in October and November of 
tha t  year. From tha t  time onwards, freemasons engaged in setting were paid 
fourpence per week more than the general body of freemasons, whether it be 
spring, summer or autumn;  from the  middle of November to the beginning of 
March no setting appears to hxve been undertaken. 

John l\llichell and Lambton Jlenry, described in the quotation as layers of 
brick, appe;u- in t he  wage-lists of 1445-6 under the heading stone layers (pxifores 
pot  ~.tinnn}. ' That stone 1:iyers or row nnisons should act us bricklayers was 
not unusual, as WC shall show in a later section dealing with mobility of labour, 
but  this is the only case we have found in which they were paid a special reward 
whilst so acting. 

Tlioinns Glasier, described in tthe q ~ o t a t ~ i o n  as karue(r), is classed in the 
wage-lists with t,he freemasons ( / f i t / i am i )  in receipt of 3s. a week from the  
beginning of October, 1444, t80 the end of June,  1446. This entry under 
" Rewards " is the only indication with which we are acquainted which shows 
tliat he was a carver. 

A t  t.he end of the  same Account of John Vady is another entry under the 
heading " Rewards " in which, ~nfor t~unate ly ,  no names are given :- 

Rewards made to the computers, sawyers, tylers, seti.crs, glasiers and 
other workers and labourers aforesaid for t.hcir diligent labour both 
in holiday times (tarn tenipo~/ / )u .s  festival'tbm\) and at other times at 
night ( , l / / .a~~~. t i f i . i ' s  t i ~ ~ t i p r i  hi/.< i ioct / / / . / I  is} towards i he Feast of the 
Assumption of B.M. by consideration of the Provost of the said 
College and other supervisors there :it various times 2 6 .  2. 2. 

I n  addition to their money wages, the freemasons and possibly the hard- 
hewers, as stated in :iiiother connect i o n ,  were prov~clecl with living accommodation, 

j In  the wsiyo register for 1445-6 there is no list of bricklayers (posi tores Jc' 
M e ) ,  b u t  in  Vndy's Accounts of Receipts tincl Expenses under t l i p  heading Vai lm  
Z'ositoruin, there is :m item "Wages of layers of brike-223 (1:1,ys betwcrn them, each at 
6d. per <l;iy. The number of clays ~ O l ' k ~ d  by  10 b r i ~ k l i i ~ e r ~  is given, including 41-2- by 
John 3liehell and -14 by Lambt'oii Henry. 



free fuel and the services of a c0ok.l Further,  in the case of the officers, a. 
livery was also provided. The Account for 1445-6 shows that  the cost of the 
cloth for the livery of the Chief Mason was 3s. per yard and for tha t  of the  
Warden and Purveyors 2s. Gd. per yard. 

One other modification of the normal time-wages was brought about, not 
by additions, but  by occasional dedzictions or fines. Most of the examples 
quoted in  Willis and d a r k  and in CoultIon Â¥' relate to l:ibourers, but a few 
cases relating to freemasons rind hardhewers are recorded in the Accounts:- 

I n  the week 2nd-7th July ,  1442, Jolm Kan~p ton ,  freemason. ' - (  for late 
cuming and gooth from his werke owt. of tyme " was paid for 4 days 
only. 

I n  the week 27th August-1st September, 1442, there is entered against 
the names of Richtird Spenser and Richard Lylly, hardhewers, l '  for  
ffyting," and each received only two days' pay. 

111 t,he week 19th-24th November, 1442, there is entered against John 
Reding, freemason. " ffor going w'o~ii lycens," and he is paid for 4& 
d:iys only. 

I n  the week 7th-12th January,  1442-3, Andrew Brnyn, freemason, is  
penalised half-a-day for ' ' late cu(m)ing. " 

I n  the week 28th January-2nd February, 1442-3, Edmund Knight, hard- 
hewer, is fined half-a-days pay for going 011 Sat(ur)day at xi. of 
ye belle. " 

I n  the week 20th-25th September. 1445, Richiird Ffoxe, freemason, i s  
disallowed one d a y s  pay for coming late on various occasions. 

These are the whole of the cases rel:itcing t60 masons which we have been 
able to t<race in the eight sets of Accounts. It should be borne in mind, however, 
that. five of the entries came from the 1442-3 Accounts, which was probably a 
working copy for the use of the clerk of the works, whereas only one occurs in 
the otllier Accounts, which iippear to have been clean copies made for the- 
Auditors. It is quite possible tha t  as a general rule the reason why a mason 
lost a day or half-a-day in some particular week was not entered in the clean 
copies. Had the working copies of the wage-books for e i ~ ~ l i  period survived, it. 
is not unlikely that  more fines might have been traced. I11 view of the large 
number of masons employed in 1442-3, many of them probably recruited by 
impressment against their will, six reductions i n  pay that  year for disciplinary 
offences seem a very sm;ill number of ciises, and even if there were as many 
recorded in the working copies of the wage books relating to other years, it could 
not be regarded ?is reflecting unfavourably upon the general level of conduct 
nniongst the masons. An odd fight and an  occasional case of coming late or 
going early might easily occur in the best regnlat.ed building enterprises of 
modern times. 

1 See previous section 0 1 1  m.isonsl hostel. 
2 Vol. l.. p. 383. In  :I footnote they s t a t e  t h a t  " these instances a r e  selected' 

from the  accounts of Roger Keys (1418-9)." Tha t  is  a s l ip ;  they actually came from 
TI  ampto~i's Joiim-il  of 1442-1. 

3 .4rr and H,c information. pp. 191-3. taken from l l ampton's .Toiirnal of 1442-3. 



CONTINUITY OF EMPLOYMENT. 

Although the detailed wage-records stretch from 12th February, 1441-2, to 
27th September, 1460, n period of 18 years 74 months, there are unfortunately 

.serious gaps in  them. The position may be summarised as follows :- 

Wage  records extant. l Gaps. 

12 February 1441-2 to 10 February 1442-3 
(12 months) 

12 February 1442-3 to 26 September 1444 
(19* months) 

28 September 1444 to 29 September 1446 
(24 months) 

28 March 1448 to 27 September 1449 
(18 months) 

29 Sel~toinbc-r 1449 to 29 September 1453 
(4 years) 

1 October 1453 to 28 September 145.1 
(12 months) 

l 30 Solit~mbcr 1454 to 25 September 1456 
(24 i n o n t h )  

27 September 145G to 13 August 1457 
(10: months) 

15 Anxust 1457 to 30 September 1458 
(131 months) 

2 October 1458 to 27 September 14fi0 
(24 months) 

T h u s  in  all, the records cover 8 years 44 months. whilst the  gaps amount to 
10 years 3 months. 

The records obviously do not include all ilie freemasons who worked n t  
Et,on during tlie 189 years; during each gap there were doubtless recruits who 

c after one wage-period had closed, and went again before the next wage- 
period began, so that  no trace of them remains in the available Accounts. In  
order to form an estimate of the number of these unknown recruits who worked 
solely a t  times for which no records are ;ivailahle, we have examined recruitment 
for each wage-period for which we have information to ascertain how many 
recruits there were ( i . )  who did not. work a t  the beginning or a t  the end of the 
period in  question (becnuse those present a t  the heginning or a t  the end would 
be  likely also to work during part  at. least of the immediately previous or 
immediately succeeding gap) and (ii.) whose names do not occur in  other wage- 
periods. I n  other words, we have endeavoured to ascertain how many freemasons 
there were whose services a t  Eton fell entirely inside any one of onr wage-periods. 

If we pict.111-e four freemasoiis, W, X, Y and Z ,  whose names occur in wage- 
period 11. only, and whose periods of recorded employment were as represented 

i n  Figure 1, we should exclude W for our present purpose on the ground that  
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his name in all probability figures in the missing records for Gap I. and Gap II., 
and we should exclude X and Y because their names probably figured in the 
missing records for Gap I. or Gap 11. as the case might be. The only recruit 
we should count would be Z ,  whose period of service did not impinge on Gap I. 
or on Gap II. Our examination shows that the numbers of recruits in the 
position of Z were 19 in 1442-3, 15 in 1444-6, 75 in 1448-9, 10 in 1453-4, 2 in 
1456-7 and 16 in 1458-60, or 137 in all in the six periods amounting to 88 years. 
Thinking for the moment of our wage-periods as the gaps of a man who found 
and tabulated the missing wage-records, we should expect to find that the names 
of these 137 men did not occur on his lists. If gaps amounting to 811 years 
would probably contain 137 names not recorded in the wage-periods, by a sum 
in proportion we conclude that gaps amounting to 101 years should contain 167 
names, ' i . e . ,  137 X 101 + 83, not recorded in the wage-periods. Thus in the 
18& years from February, 1441-2 to September, 1460, in addition to 293 
freemasons recorded in our wage-periods, we estimate that there were 167 
freemasons who worked for shorter or for longer spells during the intervening 
gaps, but at, no other times, making in all 460 freemasons who worked at  Eton. 
We emphasize this point because to our minds there can be no question that the 
coming and going of freemasons a.t Eton was substantially greater than a con- 
sideration of tlie surviving records by themselves would suggest. Putting the 
matter in another way, practically all the long-service men are covered by the 
extant records whilst a large number of short-service men are omitted. 

I n  order to bridge the gaps in tche available wage-records sind arrive at 
some idea as to how long the different masons worked at  Eton, we have made 
cert.ain definite assumptions :- 

l .  If a mason was employed at  the end of one wage-period and a mason of 
the same name was employed a t  the beginning of the next succeeding 
period, we have assumed that i t  was the same man and that his 
employment was continuous, i . e . ,  thut he worked at Eton tthroughout 
the gap in question. We indicate this in  our diagram by joining 
the solid lines as in the case of A.B. and C.D. in Figure 2. I n  this 
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way we reach t he  conclusion tliat several masons worked continuously 
for long periods a t  E ton ,  iiltliough there is n o  definite information 
relating t,o any  one spell of employment exceeding two years. 

2 .  If a mason was employed part ,  or all ,  of one wage-period and  :L mason 
of the  same llilme was eniployed dur ing  the  later pa r t  of t h e  next 
succeeding wage-period, as  illustrated in t he  case of E.F. in F igu re  2 
above, we have assumed ( i . )  that. i t  wils tlie same man  b u t  ( i i . )  tha t  
the  employment was not  continuous. 

3. If a 11iiis0n was employed part .  or all ,  of one wage-period and  a mason of 
t h e  s:ime name was employed in a later wage-period, with one or  more 
wage-periods intervening i n  which his name did not  occur, we have 
assumed th:it t h e  two masons iii question wore different men.  

Tims, for exnii~ple, i f  the  name E.F. occurs i n  1442 ii11d in 
1445 we assume tha t  i t  relates t o  t he  same man ; if t h e  name G.H.  
occurs in 1442 and  not again until  1449 ( i . t - . ,  with two gaps and one 
bliink period 111 between) we assume t,hat we are concerned with two 
different men.  

In the  char t  we have made no a t tempt  to indicate that, ,  where a mason 
was a t  work a t  the  beginniug, or a t  the end,  of a wage-period. without his  n a m e  
iippearing a t  the  end of t he  immedi;it,ely previous wage-period or a t  ihe  beginning 
of t h e  immediately subsequent W.-igc-period. i t  is prolxible t ha t  his length of 
service a t  E ton  was greater  t han  tliat. indicated by t he  solid line which represents 
his recorded employment during the  wage period. W e  feel obliged too leave the 
part ial  filling in of t h e  gaps to the  imagination of t he  reader. I n  endeavouring 
to prepnre ;L ~ t~a t i s t i c a l  table, however, of spells of employment a t  T~ton  we have 
had  t o  make i i l l o ~ a i i c e ~  for inusoiis who were in employment when a wage period 
started or ceiised -' bu t  whose mimes do not appear  a t  tlie end of t he  previous 
wiige-period or < i t  t h e  beginning of the  s ~ ~ l ~ s e q u e n t  wage-period . Our  method has 
been to place them either one or  two classes higher in our  t,abulat4ion according 
as  their  spell of service impinged on one, or on two, gaps.:' W e  recognise t h a t  
our  methods ;ire rough and  ready, bu t  as t h e  average length of t he  gaps is two 
yeiirs, or  excluding t h e  big gap October, 1449. t o  Sept3ember. 1453, dur ing  which 
building activity greatly declined and  dismissals must have been frequentt, eighteen 
months, we think tlisit the  ;irbitrary additcioiis we have ni;ide, which average 
approximately half the  length, of ;L gap.  where one gap  is impinged on ,  and  half 
tlie length of t4wo gaps, where two gaps a re  impinged on, are no t  unreasonable. 

I n  the  chart  tracing the  employment of freemasons a t  Et,on College from 
1442-1460 we have omitted nil mimes so ;is t o  produce a compact diagram which 
could be reproduced on one page, and  wo have therefore contented ourselves with 
numbering them. Commencing in February,  144 1-2. the  recorded service of 
each man  is inserted i n  the  order in  which t he  names first appear in  the  wage- 
registers of freemasons. The  'first black line a t  t he  top left-hand corner 
represents t he  career of John Sutbery. who was employed continuously from 
February  12th,  1441-2, t o  Rlny 19tl1, 1442, it11d then entirely disappeared. T h e  
second black line represents t h e  career of J o h n  Hright,. who worked from 
February 12th,  1441-2, t o  May 19t'li. 1442. and  again from J u l y  16th, 1442. t o  

1 Other ttliiin Hie first \\ :ige-per iod. 
2 Other than the  last wage-period. 
: i E . ! / . ,  :L mason euiployed in  .Tulj- and August. 1442 ( the  middle' of ;I wage- 

period) and i n  Oc-tobpr, November, sind December. 1444 (the beginniiiy; of tlie nex t  
wage-period) would be placed, not in the class 14 t o  26 weeks, but tlie next higher class. 
'27 to 52 weeks. A mason who served two years from Ocatober. 1444, to September. 1446 
( i . e . .  riglit through :I wage-period) but :it no other recorded time, would be placed, 
n o t  in the class 1 yc;ir 1 week to 2 years, hut t w o  higher in the class 3 Â¥soar 1 week 
to 4 years A mason serving through two complete adjoining periods, say from 
October, 1444, to September, 1446, and froin April. 1448, to September. 1449, would be 
t$reated, not as a man enmloyecl for fk e years (class 4 years 1 week t o  5 years), but a s  
a man serving two yein's longer (cluss 6 years 1 week to  7 years). 



February 9th, 1442-3, from October, 1444, t o  September, 1446, with the excep- 
tion of odd weeks, and again from the end of March, 1448, to the end of 
September, 1449. Hi s  name does not appear in the later records. The 
fourteenth line represents the career of John Kidale, who, with the exception of 

? 2 S 4 9 3 S 
odd weeks, worked a t  Eton throughout each of our six wage-periods. The 
eighty-fifth line represents Wm. Dalynton; actually his name is the twelfth 011 

the freemasons' wage-register of 1444-5, bu t  t,he eleven names ranking before his 
belong to masons who appear in the 1442-3 list. His is the first new name on 



the 1444-5 list, and i t  only appears there for three weeks and is then seen no 
more. The two masons who figure some two-thirds of the  way down the  list and 
are  shown as having commenced work a t  the beginning of 1444-6 and of 1442-3 
respectively, although grouped with masons commencing work in  1448, are J o h n  
Boile and Thornas Pevercll. They are placed according to where their names 
first appear in the  list of freein:isons; ttheir earlier service was as hardhewers. 
We refer to these two men again 111 discussing mobility of labour. 

Considering the chart as i l  whole, i t  shows us tha t  whilst a t  all periods 
some of the recruits remained a t  Eton and became what we may call long-service 
men, there was nevertheless a marked preponderance of short-service men, a 
preponderance which would be even more striking if the numerous short-service 
men employed during the gaps could be brought into the  picture. For  the  
benefit of those who do not find it easy to follow a diagrammatic representation 
of the position, the situation may be represented in a different way. Of the  
85 freemasons whose names first appear on the wage-lists in  1442-3, 33 were still 
employed in 1444-5, 21 in  1445-6, 14 in 1448-9, 5 in  1453-4, 4 in  1456-7 and 
3 in  1458-9 and 1459-60: or, putting i t  the  other way round, of the 85 free- 
masons whose names first appear on the wage-list in  1442-3, 52 had disappeared 
by October, 1444, 64 by October, 1445, 71 by April, 1448, 80 by October, 1453, 
81 by October, 1456, and 82 by October, 1458. W e  have analysed the new 
names in each period in  this way and have embodied our analysis in  a table. 

Tab!e showing t h e  Â¥numbe of freemasons employed at di f ferent  p(~rzo(1s 
a n a b s e d  uccordin,q t o  when they  first began t o  work  at Eton- Col lege .  

Began work 144% 3 
9 ,, 144-4- 5 
3 . 14.45- 6 

, 1448- 9 
, 1453- 4 . 1456- 7 
,, 1458- 0 
. 145!Ãˆ-(i 

Total number of free 85 
masons on wage lists 

in period. 

Thus the table shows that  of the 16 freemasons first employed in 1444-5, 8 
continued to be employed in 1445-6, 5 in 1448-8, 3 in  1453-4, 2 in  1456-7, 1 in  
1458-9 and none in 1459-60. It also shows, for example, tha t  of the 43 different 
masons whose names appear in  the wage-list of 1445-6, 21 were first employed in  
1442-3, 8 in  1444-5 and 14 in 1445-6. 

Finally, we have prepared a table grouping 293 freemasons employed a t  
Eton from' 1442 t o  1460 according to their length of service, which we have 
estimated in each case 011 the  assumptions set out earlier in  tliis section : - 

No. of No. of 
Length of Service. Freemasons.1 Length of S e n ~ i w .  Freemason-;. 

1 week to 4 weeks 
5 weeks to 13 weeks 

14 ., .. 26 .. 
27 .. .. 52 ., 

L year 1 week to 2 vCiir8 
2 yein's 1 week i n  3 years 
3 .. 1 ., 4 ., 
4 ., 1 ,, 5 ., 
5 ., 1 ., 6 ., 
(5 , 1 3 ,  7 9 ,  

7 ,, 1 ,. 8 .. 

8 years 1 week to 9 years 
9 ., 1 3 ,  10 .. 

10 ,. 1 ., 11 ,, 
11 .. 1 v ,  12 3 ,  

12 ., 1 ,, 13 ,. 
1.') .. 1 ,, 14 ., 
1-1 ., 1 ,, 15 ,, 
15 .. 1 .. 16 .. 
16 ., 1 ,. 17 ,. 
l", 1 ,, 18 ., 
18 .. 1 ,. I!) .. 

1 Including Peverell, as if he hwl been a, freemason from the outset. 



Of the 293 freemasons known by name whose periods of employment a t  Eton 
during the  184 years from February, 1441-2, t o  September, 1460, i t  is possible 
to estimate, 152, or mther  more than half, served for 6 months or under, or, 
if the dividing line is drawn a t  12 months, 197, or rather more than two-thirds, 
served for 12 months or under. 

So far  as hardhewcrs, rowmasons, layers of stone and brickmen are 
concerned, bu t  few appear to have been employed after 1448-9. The last hard- 
hewers whom we have been able to trace occur i n  the wage-lists of the summer 
of 1448. None were employed in 1449, or in  1453-4. 1456-7 or 1458-60. A 
score of layers were employed yet in the summer of 1449, but  most had left before 

CHART SHOWING CONTINU. 'Y or FMPLOYM .ENT AT ETON COLLEGE 1442-1450. 

ROVE MASONS 
LAYERS AND 

HAKDEHTW 
m LAYERS 

the wage-account closed a t  Michaelnias. I n  the autumn of 1453, five layers were 
employed, of whom Thos. Hertford and Ric. Fuller li:id worlcecl previously a t  
Eton. '  I n  the  mtnmn of 1456 and tolie summer of 1457 only Hertford and 
Puller were employed as layers, whilst Fuller was the only layer employed in 
October, 1458, after  which he disappeared. As only five names occur after 1449, 
we have limited the chart  and statistical tables relating tto hardhewers. rowmasons, 
layers and brickmcn to  the years 1442-49. We 11:n'c divided the diagram into 
three sections. I n  the first section we record the service of hardhewers; the two 

1 Hertford worked in 1442-3. 1444-6 and 1448-9 as :I Liver. Fuller worked in 
1442-3 first as :I layer and then as :l l i i~.rdhe~(~r.  t111~0ugliout 1444-6 a s  :I. h a r d h e ~ e r ,  :111d 

in 1448 either ;is a, hardhewer or :IS a liiv~r. In our cli;irt iind statistics, 1442-0. he  
is classed as a Iiardhewe~.. 



whose service is indicated by a broken line are Peverell and Boile, who after- 
wards became freemasons and have been classed hy us ;is such throughout. 
Morrell. whose recorded service is represented by the first line, and Fuller, whose 
recorded service is represented by the nineteenth line, worked for 3 weeks and 
14 weeks respectively as layers in 1442 before being grouped with the hardhewers. 
I n  the second section, we place the rowmasons, layers of stone and brickrnen, 
whose work appears to  have been to a considerable extent interchangeable. We 
have graphed their service in each period 111 the order indicated : it so happens 
that  there were some brickmeii in 1444 who were never employed at Eton as 
layers of stone, which explains why certain men starting work in 1444 arc placed 
lower down the diagram than some men starting work i n  1445. Tn the third 
section, we have placed those men whom we have no means of picking out of t h e  
collect,ive group " hardhewers and layeis " in the 1448-9 records as being definitely 
liiirdhewers or definitely lityers. ' In the tables "we have ignored the men in  this 
sectioil. 

The diagram suggests that  in the case of hardhewers in the early years 
a t  Eton. tohere wns a very fair continuity of service 2 ;  on the other hand, the 
service of the layers always appears to have been of a very discontinuous character. 
We have prepared two tables for bardhewers and layers respectively from 1442  
to 1449, analogous to tliat for freemasons from 1442 t,o 1460 given previously- 
The tables tell trhe same story as the chagi+:~i~i. 

Tafile s ? ~ o i i ' k /  the number  of ? l - d e w e m  employed at different period's, 
wtialf/sed according t o  n'hen they first began to work (it E t o n  College. 

ISegaii work 1442-3 
1444-5 
1 ~ - n  
1448 
Ul!Ã 

Total number of hard- 
hewers on wage - list< 

i i i  e;icli period. 

Table s f t o w i / t ! /  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  reivtti^iso/is, lizye1.s u'tid bridt inen employed 
tit different periods, ( ~ i a l j / s f t /  (~ (~c (~r i l inc )  t o  u ' J i e i t  tJiei/ f nx t  t o  

at  Eton Coileye, 

Hogan work 1442-3 
1444-5 
1445-6 
1.1.4S 
14-1!t 

Total numlier of TOW 

masons. layers & brick- 
mcri on wage-lists in 

each period. 

1 I n  the 1-142-3. 1444-5 and  1445-6 registers h i~ rdhe~ers  ans separated from 
layers, whereas they are lumped together in 1448-9. 

J The C o r ~ t p o h i s  Rolls show that nearly as much was spen t  i n  hardhewcr.5' wages  
in  1443-4 as in 1444-.5 and 1445-6. Tin- C ( ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ) n t i i . s  13011 foi 1446-7 does not  separate 
hardhewers wnges from the  masons' wages i n  general, bu t  t h e  total figure shows a big 
decline as compared with t h e  total figure for 1445-6. so t h a t  presumably t h e  employ- 
mctit of hardheu crs c011 tr;ictecI r u p i d l ~  nf t  et 1-1-16 pr ior  1 0  lieteriiig out in 1448. 



MOBILITY OK LABOUR. 

Movement from place to  place. 

Eton being bu t  i i  very small place in the middle of the fifteenth century 
and Windsor on the opposite bank of the Thames not being very large either, 
it is certain tha t  supplies of labour must have been drawn from outside the 
immediate area of t,he building operations to enable these to be conducted on 
the substantial scale which the Building Accounts reveal. At the outset, con- 
siderable reliance was placed upon the  syst,em of impressment, iind we are disposed 
to think that  use was made of the  same system in  1448, if not a t  later dates. 
Iii February, 1441, William Lynde, the first clerk of the  works, was authorised 
to  impress as many masons and other artificers as 110 might require and to 
imprison ;ill such as  should refuse to work for the King a t  reasonable wnges.i 
A t  the same time another commission to arrest stone-masons, masons, etc., was 
issued to Thomas Wight.^ In  June ,  1441, Robert Westerlcy, chief mason, in 
whose favour letters patent had been issued to select stone-hewers, etc., went to 
Burford and Oxford where his activities interfered with the work in progress 
a t  All Souls College.:! A s  a result of representation 10 the King, these 
workmen were exempted, but  in O~t~ober .  1441, John Wynwyk, warden of the 
masons a t  E t o i ~ , ~  was authorised t40 take st.onchewers and masons, even in the 
fee of the Church.Â¥ It w;is possibly in virtue of this commission tha t  seven 
masons were taken from All Souls College to work at  Eton C ~ l l e g e . ~  I n  April, 
1442,  ,"i f urtlier commission was issued t,o John Wynwyk, stone-cnt ter ,  to take 
stone-cutters ancl masons at. t h e  king's wages and t o  imprison all persons contjr:try 
t , he re i i~ .~  I n  the same montth we find a rewurd of 20s. being p:iid to Robert 
Westerley for purveying freemasons 111 divers places of England. I11 July ,  
1442, a commission was issued to William Veysy, brickmitker, to take masons 

1 Maxwell-Lyte, ?1/'stor11 of E t o n  Pol l f f ie ,  191 1 ,  pp. 11-19. 
2 Cut .  Pat. liollx, 1436-41. p. 52.). A purveyor of t h a t  name ~ ~ ' r u r s  in the  

Accounts. 
3 Maxwell-Lyte, p. 12. 
1 Possibly the  same as  .John Wynvil;. t he  king's servant.  who was granted the  

office of warden o f  t he  masonry s i t  'Westminster, t he  Tower of London and elsewhere in 
E t ~ ~ l i u i d  on 23rd August, 1439 (Pa ten t  Rolls. 17 H .  VI.,  pnge 2, iiienibr:ine 14, quoted 
by W. .J. Williams. The K i n i s  Master Xaso~ns, A Q.C., vol. xliii., p .  96). Tf t he  two 
men were one and t h e  same. he would hardly be * '  warden of the  masons a t  Eton " i n  
tlic usual sense o f  second mason. 

5 Maxwell-Lyte, pp. 12, 13. 
6 Jacob, l o c .  ci t . ,  p. 129. 13y t he  coiirtesy of the  'Warden of All Souls Oollege, 

w e  have had a n  opportunity of examining the  Building Account upon which Prof.  
Jacob's article is based. Tin: entry (fo. 09) under September 16th, 1441, may be 
tr:iiislnted: " Pd. t o  JTolm C h i ~ i n t e r  hired to  carry  t o  Windsor the  gear of seven 
111iisotis. t:iketi hy mandate of the  King, for his vorks  there .  20d." P r i m a  facie, th is  
suggests t h a t  the  mason"; were taken to  work a t  Windsor Castle, but  we inrline t o  
afc,ree with Prof.  ,Jaroh's conclusion tlint Windsor wsas used in tin' Accoiint t o  include 
Eton just across the  Thinncs. Our rrasutis 1'01- th inking so a re  : (l .)  There is nothing 
in  the  detailed Windsor Castlp Building Account for 1440-41 (EJ-cheqt~ct~ K.H. 49619) 
which points t o  the  arrival of swen  iu;w inen ; i t  the  e n d  of the  se;ismi. All t he  masons 
a iimned : 15 worked l l i e r ~  for 4.1 days anil i ip~mrcls :  I for 18 days and l tor 12 
i y s ,  a~icl all except the  l;ist hifl worked there the previous \ e a r  (see P . R . O .  .^filtisters 
Accut~nt- i ,  1302/8). ( i i . )  Building ;ic.iivity 3.t Windsor was t ledi i~ing in 1440-41, as 
voinpsired with the  l~r11v-ioiis year wlien 45 masons were ci'iiployecl. It is unlikely, 
therefore,  t h a t  masoiis were hoing recruited for Windsor in September, 1441. On the  
contrary. Andrew Broyne. ~~tuct t ta i tns ,  after workiiig 131 ( l a p  a t  Windsor in 1439-40 
and 89 dnys there  in 1440-41, iippears t o  Iv:\ve goon t o  All Souls C'ollege in  September, 
1441. vilicro he is described :is :L clarvcr (to. 6 8 v . )  ;ind paid 3s. Pd. :I week. (iii.) We 
can tr:l,ce lour All Souls Co l l~ge  masons a t  Eton College in 1442, viz.. 'William C'a11111yon, 
John  Ryda.le, Andrew Broyne, and J o h n  Plesunce. With the  exception of Plesancc, they 
11 ere not ainong the  new corners nrnvi  i i i ;  a t  Oxford from London, Norfolk, i ~ n d  Suffolk 
i i i  August, or iSopteml~(:i', 1441. thongli Prof. Jarob states thnL it WiIS seven of such 
newcomers t h a t  were t;iken to work s1.t Eton l i i l ' o r t ~ i ~ l i i t e l ~ .  only very few names 
a re  give11 in the  All Souls Acc-onnt: otherwise we nnyht  lnive been ;iblta to trace more 
)xforcl unisons a t  Eton College. 

7 ( ' ( 1 1 .  P<if l ? o / / s ,  1441-6. p. 70. 
8 Willis and d a r k .  1 ., W4 11. 



and layers called ' brike loggers ' ;it the king's wages and to commit resisters t o  
p r i ~ o n . ~  Concerning a somewhat Inter period, there is an  entry in John Vady's 
Account,. 1445-6, c ' expenses of Richard Bin-t,on bei ng a t  Abingdon , Burf ord and 
sundry other places (not named) for provision of masons, 7 days 7s.' ' 

I n  view of the fact tha t  there was so much impressment of labour a t  Eton,  
we may turn  aside for a moment from the problem of the  mobility of labour tlo 
consider what light the Accounts throw on the conditions of pressed labour us 
compared with thosr eiljoyed by free labour.^ 

(i.) 1 h f e . s  of piy. Pressed labour 1i:id to work a t  the king's wages. I11 

a previous section we have seen thai. a t  Eton during the 1440's freemasons received 
3s. a week, summer and winter, including pay for most holidi~ys, whilst other 
masons received Gd. per day, summer and winter, but no pay for numerous 
holidays with rare exceptions. A t  Oxford. from which town we know that  some 
o f  the masons were taken, the normal wages paid to masons engaged on the  
bui lcling of Merton College Bell Tower from M:iy, 1448, to May, 1450, were 3s. 4cl. 
per week from the first week in February to tlie lust week in O ~ t o b e r . ~  and 
2s. 9d. per week from the first week in November to the last week in January .  
Thus, in theory a t  least!, a freemason a t  Oxford could earn 3s. 4d. per week for 
39 weeks and 2s. 9d. per week for 13 weeks, or Â£ 5. 9. per annum; whilst a 
f i - ~ ' ~ l l i i ~ ~ l l  a t  Eton could earn 3s. for 52 weeks, or Â£ 16. 0. per annum. Actusilly 
a t  Eton there were certain holicliiys for which no wages were paid a rno~n t~ ing  to  
14 weeks in all, thus reducing the maximum yearly earnings to Â£ 11. 6. A t  
Morton College there also appear to have been certain holidays without pay. Of 
the 15 masons ( I ~ ~ t o m i )  who figure in the Accounts, only one, Thornas ~ y k e s ,  
worked for a complete year; he received the norin:il remuneration of 3s. 4d.  
per week in summer :incl a winter wage of 2s. l O d .  per week (compared with the 
normal 2s. 9d.). In view of the rc-gularity of his employment and of his slightfly 
enhanced winter rate, we may assume that  Wykc*s was the first of the working 
masons. H e  commenced work a1 Mertjon College t h e  third week of June,  1448, 
and was never absent when work w,is being done. ITis earnings to the end of 
the second week of June ,  1449. i . e . .  for Ills first complete ye:ir, amounted to 
2 7  10. 4. As freemasons a t  Et,on could have eiir11ed Â£ 11. 6. in the sillne 
period and were i n  addition provided with lodging, fuel and tlie services of a 
cook,.1 :md almost. certainly had more holidays with pay t1i:in Wyl<es, their 
position in the 1440's appears to have been a t  least ;is good, i f  no), slightly better 
than that  of freemasons a t  Oxford. With the iniroduction of t<he summer rate  
of :is, 4d.  a t  Eton in  the 1450's5 (,lie Etton freemasons :lppe:ir to have enjoyed 
better financial conclitions than those which applied t o  freemasons a t  l'lerton 
College. 111 1448-9 harclliewers, rowm;isous and layers a t  E ton probably earned 
slightly less than a mason like Wykes at. Oxford, especixlly i f  the greater 
i r r eg~ la r i t~y  of their work be t:ikeii into account, though very possibly they earned 
as much as masons doing simi1:ir work. 

(ii.) Lenfffh o f  employm.enf .  So far as we can tell. there was nothing in 
the Eton let t 4 a s  patent or commissions authorising impressment to indicate how 
long the pressed labour could lie held. 011 the  other hand, tlic f:ict. that. tlie 
commissions were renewed so frecl~iently does suggest that  even though they 
remained valid they were not effect,ive for very long. The Accounts also seem to 



lend colour to the suggestion tha t  after a few months men claimed their release 
or were given licence to  depart. Where masons were pressed, it is to be assumed 
that  they arrived a t  the scene of the building operations in  groups or batches, 
conducted by the purveyor or other officer who had impressed them. Thus on 

CONTINUITY OFEMPLOYMENT 
OF FREEMASON S RECRUITED JULY-OCT. 1448. 

GER-nAN 
W. SCH EREMAN 
M. W O R T H  
J. CRYP5 
T SPARK 
J. MAY NAKD 
J. KODMAN 
J. MOR-Y5C 
R,. SCHIPMAN 
T B O T E S G ~ T G  
J. T E R E L L  
H. 6Y66C 
J. P ~ s f l - f t ~ G  
I K005 
H, GAYME 
W. W O r T O N  

(L MOt\TGUMRÂ£ 
7. HCYNES 

WOW- 
T HELERE 
(L. PASM ERE 
S. SYMMY5 
W. DART 
T SEFPR.CT 
J. WYLKYNS 
T TOGOOD 
T. WHITEHCDC 
IL. 3CNaWG 
W. C O C H O N  
7" CRYKILWODC 
L ~ U R T O N  
E L A K  
R. SANF0R-D 
J. PYNSON 
T. HEYDOK 
7. VAYZC 
J. C H I L T O N  
T. BOOLD 
J. WATT 
7. NORTON 

WYLLYS 
J. CLCfl-K 
W, MUMTON 
W. TONE5 
W. NOKTON 
S. BAGKG 
T. P I T T .  
L P U T O N  
R, o 0 w n Y . w  
7. e )ENNE 
J. F P r ~ o e ~ c  
Â¥ GALAMPTo~T 
I WHCLGR 
. &ARA-Y' 
K.. STeiXY 
X P w N T C R  
W. KYMGSWODE 
J E>Â£'~LÂ£' 
W. F FAYREPELD 
2 ~ ~ / I T E L O T T  

k 0 W C H G  
J. fefiAy 
7. LOGGER. 
T- EWArM 

EDWARS 
W- w~~55Ch.C 
J. WIL KOK. 



-May 31st, 1442, the names of four rowmasoiis, William Lynde, John Lynde, John  
Sacrys and Thomas Rigware appear in tlhe wage-lists for the first time. They 
worked for seven weeks until Ju ly  14th, and tlhen disappeared. I n  Lynde's 
Account for 1442-3 there is the following entry :- 

16 July.  1442. John Lynde, Williiim Lyud, John Sacrys and Thomas 
Rigware, Row ^Masons of Norwyclie in reward a t  their going . . . xvi. d .ha  

O n  royal works in the  second lialf of the sixteenth century discharged artisans 
were allowed the same rates as pressed men, i . e . ,  $d. per mile on their return,2 
and we are disposed to think that  the money was paid to these four rowinasons 
for that reason. 

The most active period of recruitment amongst freemasons a t  Eton was in  
1448 : from the week ending Ju ly  27th to t,he week ending October 19th, ? . C . ,  

in a period of three months, the numes of 69 new freemasons appeared upon the  
wiage-lists, there being as ii~iniy as 20 newcomers one week and 12 in  another. 
This mass recruitment strongly suggests a vigorous policy of impressment. As  
the  wage-records are continuous until 27th September, 1449, the employment of 
these men a t  Eton can be traced week by week for periods varying from 62 weeks 
to 49 weeks. We have prepared a chart to show what happened to these 69 
recruits, from which i t  will be seen that  only eight were a t  Eton when the 
Account closed on 27th September, 1449. The average maxin211m period of 
service of these 69 men was 544 weeks: their average actual period of service 
was 24Ã weeks, or 45 per cent. of the maximum. Put t ing  the facts in another 
way, of the 69 freemasons recruited in  the three months ending 19th October, 
1448 :- 

41 were employed at Eton in the middle of November, 1448 
40 ,, 1 , . , , . , , December 
29 ., 3 y ,  - ,  . , January.  1448-9 
33 ,, , .  ? >  7 9 , . , February 
30 ,, . ,  , .  7 , , , March 
19 , ,  , . ,. 7 , , . , April, 1449 
19 , ,  , ' 7  1 9  , , May 
14 ,. y 3  9 , , J u n e  
13 ,, ,, > 9 - 9  , , , , July  
13 , P  * , 9 9 1 9  , , August 
11 ,+ j 1  9 7 ' 5 . . . September 

I f  we are correct in assuming that  the majority, if not all, of these 69 recruits 
were pressed men, the rate of wastage, or leakage, or release, appears to have 
been not inconsiderable. 

(iii.) ficense to he absen t .  Among the marginal entries in our first wage- 
book are several which indicate t.hat a ciireful eye was kept*, not only on the  
punctuality and industry of the labourers, but also on the coming and going of 
freemasons, rowmasons and hardhewers. Tn the week commencing November 
19th. e.y.. John Reding lost part  of his pay far @11q dent !/ /ret is .  Apparently, 
permission was required for a mason to absent himself over the week-end ; against 
the name of Robert Norton, who is recorded as drawing ful l  pay for the week 
commencing March 5th ,  there is the note Et r e u e n i c t  t h e  / ~ . Ã §  ; he returned by 
the afternoon of March 12th and drew 2s. 9d.. instead of 3s. for tha t  week.3 
I n  some instances more extended leiive was given. Richard Golding, e.g., in t3he 

1 Willis and Clark T . ,  38 1 11. 

R.ogers, in.,  657. 
3 E d m u n d  Knight ,  who  in  t h p  week c*oininenciny tT.iiiii:~ry 28th lost pay for  

go1 I I ~ ;  on ,5'[~f t i r i l f in  (if vj. of !lc h&, way probably in  too great a h u r r y  t o  s t a r t  on his 
leave. 



week commencing August 13th, 11as t / ~ i . s  send opposite his name ; in  the 
following week he was absent, bu t  was i i t  work again on August 27th. Similarly, 
igaiust the name of William Biillyon, on August 27th, there is the note t h i s  day 
i i j .  w e k 2  and, on September 10th. against the names of Philip Walker and 
William Tollcram, t o  Mi /he lmess .  I n  contrast with tahese griints of leave, during 
which the men concerned would be absent from the masons' hostel, there is one 
ent.ry which, in somewhat doubtful grammar, indicates tha t  permission to remain 
ill the hostel could sometimes be obtained by a cr;iftsman ;ho had ceased to be 
employed on the works. I11 the  week commencing M arch 26th, against the name 
of Jiimes Wychingham, i t  is recorded t'hat h e s t  <lorri! 11 [ I / / . ]  ( s i c )  -usq'ne d i e [ ? n ]  
I l i n e  octubis PmcJte c - ]  l i c e ~ ~ c i t ~ .  

The use of the system of impressment is not the only indication of move- 
ment from place to place. There are other entries in the Accounts which point 
to  such movement. Thus, under the head of " Expenses & Rewards " i n  Roger 
Keys' Accounts of 1448-9, we fincl : - 

26 April. Paid to James Woderoofl and . John Jakes, cJnth-omi, for their 
expenses coming from Norwich to Eton Â£ 

4 July .  To James Woderoof by precept of t he  King for certiii11 expenses 
coming from Norwich to Eton with his gear ( c i n n  / tames'  sui^) .  

The names of neither of these l<tthovv'i appear in  the wage-lists; this, together 
with the largeness of the amount and the fact tha t  a payment was made by 
precept of the  king, seems to point to these men being experts of some kind or 
other who were brought from Norwich to Eton for a speci;~l purposes3 

I n  the wage-lists of 1448-9 there occur two names which a short time 
previously appeared in  other building accounts and which seem likely to refer to 
the  same men : Henry Hydfayre, lafho/n/xn, worked regularly a t  Eton from the  
end of March, 1448, to the end of September, 1449. whereas the name Henricus 
Rydefare, c e ~ x e t i t a r i n s ,  occurs in the Fabric Roll of York Minster in 1446:' 

The name of Robert Jannings, ! a f h o ~ t i n s ,  first appears in the Eton wage- 
lists in the fortnight 10th-22nd February, 1448-9, when he is described as 
Warden, and was paid 8s. in part  payment of his wages of A10 per annum. 
A mason of tha t  name was Warden (under Richard Chevynton) a t  the erection 
of All Souls College, Oxford, 1438-1443.; During the antuinn and winter of 
1448 the  name of Riobortus J:inyns, Jnto t t /~ / t . ,  frequently occurs in the building 
account of the  Bell Tower of Merton College, Oxford,%t a wage of 8d. per day. 
His name last appears there in  the first week of February, 1448-9, when he was 
p;iid for one cl:iy. 

In  the wage-lists of 1442 the nanio of Richard Reyntlr occurs among the 
freemasons. W e  think i t  possible that  he was tlhe same " Richard Reyner of 
Thornegge (in Norfolk) ffremason " who was surety for John Ilarw-e of Norwich, 
freemason, in the Conesford Quay contract of 1432.' 

I n  the wage-lists of 1442, there appeiir t he  names of five freemasons. Henry 
Boo, Wm. Ronibolde, Tlios. Berry, John Boston ;incl \Vm. Newmtin. who had 

1 i . r . ,  si'nti'i</}it, ' week,' The s;iiiie note is ontored opposite the  name of 
Stephen 13urton on September TOtli, but ,  since lie was present o n  September 17th :ind 
'24th. he does not appear t o  have ni:ule use o f  his leave. 

2 H e  had not returned bv September 24th. 
3 In Keys' Pom.]iot~i ,~,  1449-50, tlierr is :in entry  " Reward t o  .Tames Woderoffo, 

l a t J i n 1 1 1  I ~ S ,  Â£7. t i e  is almost c-erl :tinly the samp man. A r*rrt:i in James AVoclerowo, 
mason, was :iclmittcd t o  the freedom of Norwich i n  141.5 (L'Kstrange, ( ' ( 1 l p r 1 ~ 1 ~ 1 ~ -  o j  
f i e w e n  of .iVwic/cli).  Verv possibly this w a s  t he  wine ninn. 

4 See Fabric Roll of Yorli M ? " I I , S ~ P ~  (Sm-tees S o c . ) ,  p. 61. 
5 Jamb,  loc. a t . .  p .  128. In the  Account he is described :IS ( ; ~ I ~ ~ ~ I I I I ~ I . S  

7 1 1 t f 1 0 1 n - i i r n i i i .  l i e  was pail1 6~1.  PI* r1:iv. together wi th  i i l l  ~111111iil rewiird o f  13s. 4~1.  
6 Printed in Ropors: TTT. ,  pp. 720 r t  seq. 
7 A.Q.C., vol. xxxv., p. 38. 



previously worked at. Windsor Castle: Roo, Rombolcle and Ncwman ill 1439-40 
and 1440-41, Boston in 1439-40 and Berry in  1440-41.l Of these five. Newinan 
worked for some 15 years ut Eton, Roo for some 12 years and Rombolde for about 
4+ years. 

The lliillle of Anclrew Brwyn also occurs among the freemasons in 1442 (and 
again for a short time in 1446). We think he was probably the same ns Andrew 
Broyne who worked :is c c m e n f a r m s  at  Windsor in 1439-40 and 1440-41 a t  6d. per 
day,1 and as " Carver " at. All Souls College, Oxford, at 3s. 8d. per week in  
September, 1441 . 2  Three other freemasons a t  Eton in  1442, viz., John Rydale 
(working there for 18 years), Wm. Campyon l (working there some 5 years), 
and John  Plesant ^ [Plesance] (working there some 44 yciirs), also appear to 
have worked previously n t  All Souls College. 

When the Account for 1444-4.5 opens, the names of Win. Dalyuton and 
Tlios. Glasier occur among the / f t t i ionti .  Shortly afterwards, and in immediate 
succession to  each other, are entered the mimes of Stephen Pette, Robert Clynion 
and John Denman. Masons of these names had all worked a t  Christchnrch, 
C:intcrbm-y: Dalynton in 1429, Glasier in 1437, 1439. 1441 and  1442 (and was 
to re-appezir there in 1454). Petite in 1431. Clyntoii in  1429 and 1431 and 
Deuman in 1433 and 1437.G Of these five, Pet te  worked for some nine yenis a t  
Etlon, Denm:m for some eight years and Clynion for about 44 years. 

move me?^ t from Occupat ion t o  Occupat ion.  

l a .  R o t ~ ~ t ~ ~ ~ ( s o ~ t s  and hriJ,'e?tze/i. I n  the Account of 1442, there were 38 
rowniasons on the wage-lists; of these no fewer than 20 served for one or more 
weeks as brikernen. I n  some cases it was only for an  odd week, in  others i t  was 
for two or three mouths. Apart from those 20 rowmasous who laid bricks, there 
were only two brikemen on the wage-list-, and they only worked for four weeks 
each. The same conditions with regard to wage-rates iincl holidays applied to 
rowniasons and brikeme'ti. 

l b .  Layers  of s tone ,  (posiiores p c t ~ r ~ i r u m )  and layers of / , r i c /  (positores de 
b f ' i t e . )  In  1444-6 the names of 18 stonelayers appear on the wage-lists, 10 of 
whom worked for shorter or longer periods as bricklayers. Tn addition io these 
there were 13 other bricklayers whose names do not otherwise occur. Rates of 
pay and holidny conditions were the same for both classes of layer with one 
peculiar exception. In  1445 Robert Caron worked 21 weeks as a bricklayer a t  
6d. per day, holidays normiilly not being paid for. In 1446 he worked 20 weeks 
as a stonelayer, being paid 3s. per week " by fiprceinent,' holidays normally 
being paid fo r ;  on 10 occasions when there were only five working days in 
the week he received 3s. Thus he was paid, not like a stonelayer, but like a 
freemason. 

2a . IIt irdh euters and r o i r m a s o ~ ~ . ~ .  Tn 1442 ,  two liardhewers, Richard 
13ronge and Richard Fuller, worked for a time as rowmasous, the remuneration 
and conditions of employment being the same in both cases. I n  the summer of 
1446, a certain Roger Style served as a hi~rdhewcr, whereas four years previously 
a man of tha t  mine  served ;is a rowmason and brikeman. 

2b. Hardheirei's and stonefayers .  In 1445 Richiircl Fuller and another 
hardhewer. named John Sly. worked for a couple of weeks ;is stonelayers. 

1 P . R  0 . ^ f i ~ i / s / c i s '  . - lwnui i f ) .  13@t)/Q (for 1439-10). : ~ n d  P R.O., Ea~l i .  /<.l?. 496/9 
(foi 1 440-41). 

2 '4 l?  Soul's ('olle(1e l ~ t c / / < 1 i / i ~ g  Lr~:vn.vf. fos. 6gV.. 69:. 
3 John RycLile. If i thot~ivs ,  I\ as  piiicl 131. on 6th lliiy, 1441. " 111 rc~v:~rcl coiiiing 

from Y'oi-nicli " ( ib id .  1 0 .  60). 
Wm. C!:iinpyon, l~lthoinns, way paul 5:d. per duv in .T:inn:irv, 1440 ( 7 1 Ã § " d  fo. 12). 

5 J o h n  l'les.ince, 111f1101ti~i1s.  was pilid 3.. 4d. in Septeinbet , 1441 . " coming from 
Norfolk, in rewiiri.1 ; '  ( ~ l ~ i d ,  So 6s') 

G Bodleian. Tonne]  MS. 165. fos. 133 136, 143. 1.34, 1.57, 160, 161, 172 



3. Hard/i-ewers and f i e e m s o n s .  Thonisis Peverell, who worked as a hard- 
hewer in 1442 and 1444-6, and John Boile, who worked as  a hsirdhewer in 1444-6, 
worked as freemasons in 1448-9, 1453-4, 1456-7 and 1458-60. Tn eiich csise, 
after tlie transference, they received the more favourable financial treatment 
accorded to freemasons. 

4. h y n '  and free?~iasu~z. T11 October, 1453, Thomas Boile worked as a 
layer (cubuior) a t  6d. per d a y ;  from the beginning of November, 1453, until the 
end of June,  1454, he worked as a freemason (cemeni(triiis) a t  2s. 6d. per week, 
which, allowing for more favourable treatment in respect of holidays and more 
regular employment in winter, probably did not represent much, if any, reduc- 
tion compared with the 6d. per day previously received. From July ,  1454, until 
the end of the Account in September he received the full ra te  of 3s. per week. 
H e  was employed as :L freemason a t  Eton from October, 1456, to February, 
1456-7, a t  a summer rate of 3s. 4d. and a winter ra te  of 3s. per week, and he 
was again employed from October, 1458, till October, 1459, on the same terms. 

5. Freeinason-s and setters of stone. I n  1448-9, four freemasons worked 
for a time as setters of stone; in  1453-4, ten; in  1456-7, two; in 1458-60, four. 
In  every case whilst so working they received 4 d .  per week more than the general 
body of freemasons. 

6. Promotions at Eton.  (a) Peter Palmer, who worked as a freemason 
ill 1442, and whose name regularly appears on the wage-lists of freemasons in  
1444-6 and in  1448-9, was, during a t  least p:irt of the lat ter  periods, purveyor 
of stone in Kent.  H e  received a livery and 12d. per week expenses for 44 weeks 
in addition to his wage in  1445-6, whilst in the 1448-9 Account he is referred to 
as the  King's purveyor. 

(b) A freemason named Thomas Teneham worked a t  Eton during April, 
May and June,  1442. l l i s  iiiime does not occur in the 1444-6 wage-lists, but  a t  
the end of March, 1448, a mason of this name was Warden, an  office which he 
continued to occupy until the end of l-)ecembor, 1448, when he disappeared. 

The names of both Peter P i i l m i ~  and Thomas Teiielxiiu occur a t  Christ- 
church, Canterbury, t h e  former among the  la.t//,am'i in 1437, the latter among the 
apprentices to the  / u t / 1 , ( i ~ r i  de l<t l o i f ( ~ g c  in 1429 and among the  la thami in 1433 
and 1437.' I t  would seem likely that  these were the same men. 

(c) When the Account for 1453-4 opens on October 1 st,, 1453, John Clerk 
was Warden of the masons. H e  vanished a t  t,he end of March, 1454, and was 
succeeded by Richard Philpot, who h;id been employed : i t  I43ton College for many 
years as a freemason. 

7. Promotions outside Eton. I t  is not  without diffidence that. we suggest 
the pos~ibilit~y that  ccrtiiin masons who worked a t  Et40n during one or more of 
the periods for which records exist, came, a t  a later date, to occupy much more 
responsible positions a t  other building operations. In each case there is a n  
interval of a good many years which is entirely unaccounted for, and i t  is 
obviously quite impossible definitely to prove that  A.  R . .  mason, of (say) 1450. 
was the  same as A.B. ,  master mason, of (say) 1470. It is quite possible tha t  
tlie second A.13. w1.s a son or nephew of the original A.B., even if lie were not 
a complete stranger. On the other hand, as there are four cases in point, we 
feel tha t  it is very improbable tha t  time or circumstances should prove all the 
cases t o  be unsound 

(:I) H e n r y  Janyns, who we ;ire disposed t o  think wsis t4he son of Robert 
Janyns (or Jannings) the Warden of 1449. and the apprentice of John  Clerk. the 
Warden of the winter of 1453-4, may very well be t he  same as Henry Jennings, 
Master Mason at, the erection of S t .  George's Chapel a t  Windsor Castle in 1476.^ 
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(b) John Coupere, who appeared to be serving his apprenticeship a t  Eton 
in 1453-4, 1456-7 and 1458-9, may very possibly be the same as John Coupere, 
Alaster Mason at. t)he erection of Kirby Mnxloe Castle in 1480-3.' 

(c) Robert Spillesby, Jaihu'nms: who worked a t  Eton from July,  1445, to  
February. 1445-6, is perhaps the same as Robert Spillesby who became blast3er 
Miison a t  York Minster in  1466, a post which he held until his death in  1472.' 

(d) Thomas Jordan,  hardhewer, who worked at Eton from Michaelmas, 
1444, to Michaelmas, 1445, inny possibly be the same as t4he Thomas Jordan who 
was " serjeani of our mnsom'y within our realm of England " in 1464.'j 

MASONS' TOOLS 

During the period under review there were generally two smiths on the 
establishment of the College; a t  one time each received a n  annual salary of Â£ 
and a livery; later, the chief smith was in receipt of Â£6 13. 4 per aiiiniin 
and a livery. That the smiths, amongst other jobs, made niiisous' tools is quite 
clear from certain ent4ries under the  heading " foreign receipts ' '  i n  some of the  
Accounts and Compotus Rolls : - 

Thornas 3lilsent, smith of the  works, paid Â£1 16. 3 011 account of 
various instruments of t-he masons and other workers by him made 
from the iron of the snid works and by him sold. (Account. 1445-6.) 

And of 52s. l I 3d .  received of Thoinas Mylsent chief smith there 
for divers instruments of masons mid other workers working in the 
aforesaid works by him made with iron appointed for work of t3he 
s;ime kind in the same time. ((.,'otn~~otvs, 1448-9, 18 inos.) 

The amount received from Milsent on account of tools, was 12s. in 1447-8 
(6 months), 2s. 5d. in 1449-50, and 17s. 2d. in 1453-4. 

The entries raise three questions in  our minds : - 

1 .  Were the tools made by the smith out. of the  College iron and sold by 
him (a) the only tools inside during the accounting period, or (b) the surplus tools, 
which were being disposed of like surplus stone, bricks or lime, or (c) worn-out 
tools which were being sold off like old stores (such as wooden images and leaden 
stars) at York Siiiister ? 

2 .  Were the tools in question (a) sold to Eton College masons or (b) sold 
to other parties ? 

3. Were the tools in  question (a) sold by the smith :is an  agent for the  
clerk of the works, to whom lie accounted for the receipts, or (b) sold by the  
smith as a 11i'iv:it.e trading venture after he had bought thrm outright from the 
College ? 

We cannot supply a certain answer to any of these questions for want of 
definite information, and have therefore to content ourselves with weighing the 
pr~babilit~ies. In  the first place, we think i t  unlikely that  the tools sold 
represented old st'ores; as the tools were made by the smith out of iron belonging 
to the College, we ciln see no reason, if they were worn-ont beyond repair and 
had become so much scrap iron, why such scrap iron should he sold, instead of 
being used by the  College smith, along with supplies of new iron which might be 
purchased, to make new tools and other iron work. Further,  the very substantial 



amount derived from the sale of tools in 1445-6 and 1448-9 strengthens our feeling 
that  they were not being sold off as scrap iron. In  the second place, 011 the assump- 
tion that  the tools sold were new. the question ;irises whether they represented 
the whole or the surplus output of tools. I f  they represented the surplus, as 
wits apparently the case with the lime and the bricks that, were sold, it would 
seem reasonable to expect tha t  the sale of tools would be large in  years when 
building was slack a t  Eton,  and small in years when building wils active a t  Eton.  
Actually, rather the  reverse appears to have been the  case; the  sales were biggest 
a t  periods when we know that  building was most active, which seems to point to 
the si'ile of the whole, and not of the surplus, output. Tn any ciise, the tools 
would probably only be made as required, so that  there should really be no 
surplus. I n  the third place, if the tentative conclusions previously reached are 
accepted, viz., tha t  the tools sold were new, and that  they represented the whole 
output of the smiths, i t  seems to follow that  they were sold principally. i f  not 
entirely, to the masons working a t  the College: this seems the only way of 
explaining big sales in yeiirs of active building; it also seems compatible with the  
statement in the  second quotation that  money was received from the smith ' .  fo r  
divers instruments of masons and other workers working in the  aforesaid 
works," l which implies tlhat the tools were made for men working a t  Eton.  
Further. as the supply of tools could be adjusted to requirements much better 
than tthe supply of lime or brick, we see no reason why there should have been 
any surplus tools made for the Eton masons bu t  not required by them. I f  the- 
conclusion is correct tha t  the tools were sold to the Eton masons, then the practice 
a t  Eton differed from t11:it which appeiirs to have prevailed a t  some mediaeval 
building operations with which we arc acquainted. I n  the fourth place, we have 
to consider whether the Chief Smith sold the tools made in College time and with 
the College iron on his own account or as an agent for the clerk of the works t o  
whom he had to account for the proceeds. I t  not being uncommon in the  
Middle Ages 10  find a crnl'tsman who whilst employed was nevertheless conducting 
some trade on his own sicconnt, it  is quite possible tha t  Milscnt bought the tools- 
from the clerk of the works and sold them at. a profit t o  the masons 011 his own 
account. On the other hand, i t  m;iy be that  the tools were sold on behalf of t h e  
clerk of the works, who did not want to enter scores of very small items in his 
accounts, and preferred to  lump all the proceeds together :is received from the 
smith, who acted as salesman. On the whole, we are inclined to think that  
Milsent, the smith, acted as an agent for the sale of the  tools. the case being 
analagous to  tha t  of a purveyor who acted as agent for tlie purchase of stone, 
although he actually appe;ired in  the Accounts as the man paid for the stone. 
If Milsent traded in masons' tools on his own account, as very possibly he did. 
we should hardly expect those transactions to be mixed up with the College 
Accounts. 

From the point of view of students of the history of operative masonry, 
mediaeval building documents vary considerably in interest and importance. Some 
are useful mainly because they confirm conclusions already established, others 
because they throw light on matters previously uncertain. Of the  very great 
importance of the records we have used for this paper there can be no possible- 
doubt. The surviving documents relating t80 the building of Hlon College in  the  
period 1442-1460 are superior to  those we used for the works a t  Vale Royal 
Abbey and Ciieriiarvon Castle, because, invaluable as those records were on 
account of the picture they provided of the stone-building industry before t h e  
Blnck Death, t he  Eton documents stret~ch over a much longer period. They are 
superior to the fabric rolls of York Minster iind Westminster Abbey, incomparable 
as the York Rolls may be in  describing the government and organisation of the 
Lodge, because for several years they provide weekly or fortnightly wage-registers., 

1 The itiilics are ours.  



which permit of a detailed study of the activ~t~ies of individual masons. They 
:Ire superior to the records of London Bridge, unrivalled as those iiiuy be i n  
continuity and on account of the details concerning weekly payments which they 
preserve for centuries, because they relate to a large body of masons engaged i n  
new construct~ion, whereas the Bridge Accounts relate to a small body of masons 
engaged chiefly, i f  not entirely, in repair work. Notw~t~hstanding the gaps in  
the weekly wage-registers, we know of no documents so capable of tthrowing light 
on the problem of continuity of employment among mediaeval masons as the  
Eton building clocui~ents. They give a remarkably clear picture of the 
fluctuations in building activit,y and of the mobility of labour on a big building 
operation 111 which the king took a direct ;mcl active interest, for which h e  
provided reliable financial resources and to further which he issued commissions 
t o  press workmen and punish those leaving without licence. Among other 
problems on which these Accounts throw an  interesting light are those relating 
t o  holidays, to freemasons acting as setters, to the  conditions of pressed labour 
and  to the supply of masons' tools. On one matter hitherto very dark these 
t.ecords provide new information, namely, on the ol~servnnce of the Feast of 
Quatnor Coronati. The circumstance makes i t  especially appropriate t h a t  the  
present paper on the building of Eton College should first be communicated to 
t h e  Quatuor Coronati Lodge. 

A cordial vote of thanks was  iin:iniiiiously passed to I3ro. Knoop for  liis 

interesting paper, on t h e  proposition of 131-0. TVilliams, seconder! by Bro. V .  T<. 
F i rmi~lger ;  comments being offered by or oil behalf of Bros. G. W. Tkillamoie. C F. 
'Sylcos and the  Secretary. 

Bro. W. J .  WILLIAMS said : - 

This is not the  least import;irit of the series of papers investigating the 
economic side of the mason craft for which we are indebted to Bro. Knoop and 
^his learned colleague. 

Our thanks are due to both of them. and there is no doubt that  future 
students will find their piiths made easier by reuson of the  intelligently directed 
labours of the authors. 

The paper is valuable because it is based upon authentic contemporary 
evidence, and because the footnotes show the precise authority for most of the 
statements in the text. The conscientious care taken to avoid anything 
.approaching guesswork is everywhere evident. 

The writers of the paper huve recorded the various descriptions of workers 
i~ild have arrived a t  the conclusion that  several of the terms were interchangeable 
and that  the same men sometimes acted as ' '  hewers " and sometimes as " setters ". 
This is whnt we might expect 11:1ving regard to the  City of London ordinances 
of 1356. 

As to  the observance of the Feast of the Qiatnor Coronati, the wiiters seem 
widuly diffident as to the significance of the reference in the I?egin's MS. They 
.say tha t  tha t  MS. after setting out the legend of the Craft and the Customs of the 
masons devotes some 40 lines under the heading Ars Quatuor Coronatorum t,o 
the subject of the Pour Crowned Martrys without any suggestion, however: thxt  
they were the patron saints of masons. 

Surely the very existence of those 40 lines in such a context is much more 
t,han the suggestion now alleged to he lacking, and therefore when we find the  
Feast observed a t  Xtou before 1453 and in  London in  1481, the true inference 
is tha t  English Masons were merely following a precedent indicated in the IfqqzÂ¥u 
MS. and which in all probability had been the vogue long previously. 



I n  Grose and Astle's A 7t.t-in itnr;(i-n Repert  or//, vol. iii. ,  pages 52-3, the 
followiug extract appeiws from the' P;ils1iii1~~ent Rolls, vol. v . .  p. 112 :- 

Presented A.D. 1443. 23 l ien.  VT. 
ancl yat froin the  Fest of Ester nu10  Mighelmesse ye wages of any 
free mason [a lat4er t,ranslation of the French " frank mason "1 or 
Maister Carpenter excedc not by the d:iy iiiici with mete and drynk and 
without mete and drink vd 06 [ ? . e . ,  5p.1. 
A Maister Tyler Sclatter rough l\Jason and meen Carpenter :incl other 
Artificiers conceruyng bclclyng by the day iiicl with mete and drynk 
and without met(> and drynk iind 06 [ l . ~ . .  44d.I .  
And from the Fest of Mighelinesse unto Ester a free mason ;md a 
3laister C : i ~ ' l ~ e ~ l t ~ r  by t4hc diiy iiicl wi th  mete i ~ n d  clrynk ~ i t ~ l i o u t  meie 
and drink iiiid oT3 [ I .  P . ,  44cl. 1 ,  
Tylcr, inecn Carpenter, ~01.1gh l lason and other artificiers aforesaid by 
the day iid oB with mete ancl drynk withonte mete ancl drink iiiicl and 
every other Werkman and Laborer by the day Id OR with mete and 
drynk and without rnet<e :ind drink iiid and who that  lusse cleserveth 
to t;ikc lasse. 
and that  none Art.ificier, Werkeman ne laborer, take any thyng for eny 
hulyclay no for no werkeday exc'epte ;ifter the rate of the tyme of the 
day in which he laboret,h. 

(There is ; l  difTerciit translation i n  S t f i t u t e f  o f  t h  I f c i / ! f> i ,  vol. i i . ,  1377- 
1501. 23 Hen. VI . ,  c .  12. p. 338, but the variations are merely verbal.) 

The Statute was to operate from 34ich;1elmas, 1446. 
13eference to tlic Statute is made in Gould (i.,  362), b u t  i t  is not rendered 

with exactitude. 
It is interesting in connection with the present 1i;lper because it enables 11s 

to cornpiire the Wages ordained to  come into operation in 1446 with those actually 
paid to the King's  workmen a t  Eton in the period 1442-1460. 

Tt also shows the w:iges stipulated by Statute for the various classes of 
workmen, e . g . .  Free Masons and Rough Masons. 

Bro. W. K .  FIRMINGKR said :- 

Speaking as one whose Mi~sonic career has for the most part been spent in 
;i land (Tndiii) in wliich opportunities for research in such fields as Bro. Knoop 
hiis laboured so productively have been very limited, L thank the reader of the 
p:iper for the  rich mine of materials he was so generously making available. 
I n  a former paper J?ro. Knoop gave us a picture of William Baker in 1539: 
" Ij times Ryding to the Dowries to have certsiyne communicat~ion with master 
controller there concernyng ih[e] use find cnstome of Ere masons and hard hewers ". 
Ill ;L footnote to the paper he has read to-night. he explains tha t  he has translated 
latuiizi as ' masons ' " because there is not>hing in the context to show whether it 
is used ill the narrower sense of hewers of freestone as contr:isted with tlie hard- 
hewers, or in  the wider sense of hewers u s  in the  expressions Jathnmz Eocatt  
ff reeinasons and hthoi iz  t ~ f o c a f  t 11i1rd he~vttrs. ' ' Prolmbly even the most C ~ I S L I ~ ~  

reader o f  A .().C. will see the importance of such points as these. What  Bro. 
Knoop has to tell us about the observances of the Fenst of the  Quatuor Coronati 
in the ye;n's between 1448 :ind 1453 is of great interest to the liturgiolist as well 
as to the freemason. The earliest breviaxy to which Bro. Freke GonIcl could 
appeal for the observance of that. feast was a Spier breviary of 1477, but  Bro. 
Knoop takes 11s back to Eton in 1453, and eleven yein's before the outbreak of 



the  Civil Wsir. I3ro. Gould's iiuthorities. a t  the t ime of his writing, appear t o  
have been even then behind the :~dvance of ecclesiologic:~l science. If t h e  
Worshipful Ma-ster will give me permission, rind Bro.  Knoop will siccept my 
apologies for prescinding for a few moments from the  subject of his paper, I 
would like to draw the attention of the Lodge to an  Etonian who was in his d a y  
a very considerable Masonic worker. Tn the first vaults in  t he  Ante Chapel :it 
Etoii, without any epitaph to mark the spot, repose the  mortal remains of one 
who, if the event of Sedgenioor had favoured Iiis father 's  arms. might, have been 
King of England. The name of the proposer of the following resolution in  Grand 
Lodge (2  1 st Novenibc~r, 1724, Q.C. A . , S . ,  p. 59) deserves t,o be rommemorated 
by the brethren wheresoever sprei~d over land and water : - 

" That in order to promote the Charitiible Disposition of  the Society of 
ffree ~ ~ I M S O I I S  and render i t  inore Extensive ;ind heneficiall to the  whole 
Body a Monthly ColleEEion he m:ule in Each Lodge according to t h e  
Quality and Number of the said Lodge and put  into a Joyiit Stock ". 

Tlio passing of thai resolution may surely be described as a historic event fraught> 
with the  happiest consequences t o  Masonry iind the  relief of those in  distress. 
Incidentally, of course, i t  led on to a great step being taken townrds the con- 
solidation of the Masonic Society, for i t  involved the return to  Grii11d Lodge of 
lists of members by the p r iva t ,~  Lodges, :ind i t  also provided a means of deciding 
whether or no, by long failure to pay dues, private Lodges had fallen in to  
abeyance. The brother of whom 1 iim speaking, after the death of his father 
and  during the lifc*t,inie of his famous mother, Amie, Duchess of Ruccleuch, was 
styled Earl  of Drtlkeith, and it was under thitt title hc was nominated Grand 
Master at tha t  stormy meeting. J u n e  24t11, 1723, from which the Duke of Wharton 
withdrew in so unceremonious a manner. H e  was succeeded in the Cliair of 
Grand Lodge by his cousin, the  second Duke of Richmond. On the 6tDh February,  
1732, he succeeded t,o the riillk of Duke of Buccleuch, an honour which, being his 
grundmotlier's by right. had not. been forfeited by t h e  at t i i i~ider of his fatlie;, t h e  
ill-fated Duke of ~ l o n i ~ i o n t l i .  H e  died 22nd April,  1751, having outlived both 
Ilis sons. By his own request,, Bro. 11. W Harvey tells me, his  body was buried 
beside t ha t  of his younger brother, the Hon.  I r e ~ ~ r v  Scotrt,, a scholiir of Eton,  who 
was buried in  tha t  vault, on March 9th. 1716. T apologise for this digression: 
but  while we are liilkillg of the  building of T^loii, i t  was perhaps not ~ i i p i ~ r d o l l -  
able t o  r(1ciill the  memory of one who riiised the  corner stone of benevolence in 
the building up of our Grand Lodge of England. 

The interchanpeability of the tern1 ffreniiisons wit h other terms I believe t o  
be more apparent than  real, for although tlie freemasons were ZutJionz~, the JatJiomi 
were not  necessarily freemasons. The decision of A.D.  1356 concerning t h e  dispute 
between the hewers and the layers and setters swept away all barriers, and t h e  
1;iyers acting ;is hifhoit~i did not thereby become freeniitsons. The freemasons 
would act ns setters because the setters were highly paid, but  the Old Charges 
show tha t  they looked clown upon the layer, so t ha t  the  freemason and layer is 
a n  unlikely combination. 

Those d o c ~ ~ i n ~ i i t s  show tlisit as  i i  class tlio Freemasons were only present in 
the early years when the  work of stone prepiiration wiis in progress. After  t h e  
term is dropped we get ;in almost complete change of staff. and finally t h e  
-1:issifieation becomes cenien tu rn ,  pofaiores, ~ u b u f o r e ~ .  The warden is changed, and 
t.he h i t h ~ r t ~ o  neglec td  Feast- of the (,)nrttnor Coro'ii(tti becomes ti holiday. The  



explanation is t ha t  the Freemasons having nearly all depiirtrd, the l:~yers and 
setters, who were under the  protect ion of the Quatnor Coro11at.i. be~iilne pre- 
dominant. The presence of the ~ i i h i t o r c ~  or hecklers would be due to the  
necessity to re-bcd the  ~ecolld-biind iiiiit~rial.  Ordinarily this was done at* the 
quarries. Thomas Roile, cu bttfor rind r~nietti<irÃˆ( in  1453. I regard as :l bcdder 
;ind Liyer. Although described as :I Kieeniason in illis paper, there is not the  
slightest evidence tha t  he was one of what 131-0. Gould described as " the  upper 
t e n  ". 

Skilled workmrn seldom work siiigle-1i:inded. It i'-' cust 0111.-iry to h:ive an 
assistant or " mate ' '  receiving i >  lower wage. Owing to  the weight of material, 
surh an  iissist,ant would often bp :I necessity for  :a skilled mason, and a t  minor 
works he probably supplied his own man. Travelling together, therefore, would 
be :l11 iidvaiitage to ihe mason iiiid his mate when seeking employmentl, and I 
suggest t ha t  this is the  explanation of workmen arriving :ind depurting in pairs, 
t4he ii~dividii;~ls of which were graded ;it diff'eient rates of pay. 

Iho .  Knoop's iind his c ~ l l ~ ~ l ~ o i ' i t t ~ r ' ~  latest study in  the History of Operative 
Masonry is :I  most ~ : i l ~ a b I ~  pieoe of work. I iicld my sincere thanks t o  them for 
a n  illuminai,ing paper, one wl~icli does enlight,en our knowledge of mediaeval 
working conditions. I especially thank them for the excellent graphs and tables 
with which the paper is illnsi rated. 

The period of greatest activity coincid~s with thiit during which the  Ear l  
of Suffolk wiis most prominent4 in t h e  King's Council. 1Tis power began to  tilde 
;it the close of 1449, and in the next year he was impeached, banished iuid 
subse~~ ion t ly  niuiderecl. After tlie fall of Suffolk, with t 1 1 ~  exception of t he  
period 1452-3, when much m:iterial accumulated. work slowed down considerably. 
It would thus :ippe;ir that the  loss of Suffolk gnively iiffocted building operations 
nt Eton,  and before t>hey could recover. Civil War  broke out!, and had not ceased 
by the time the Et.on records terminnte. 

The very 11e;ivy co>t 01' t ransport is brought out  in Ihe figures quoted 
relative to stone obt,ainecl from llnddlestonc. I11 1448-9 a unit  of stone costing 
from 10d. t o  Is. a t  t,he qiiarry, increased in  vnlne to  from 7s. 2cl. to 7s. 4d.  by 
the tune i t  reached the  building site. In 1453-4 transport wiis even more costly, 
;I unit at the quarry costing 1s. 4d. .  increased in value t o  9s. 4d.  on nrrival a t  
Eton.  

Similarly stone from Ciien increased in value by 5s. 4d. .  and tha t  from 
Tay~i t~on by 5s. per uni t .  Rogi-irding the  lat ter ,  the  cost by 1);irge from Henley 
to Eton a t  Is. per unit appears t o  be high c~ompiired with t ha t  from London to  
Eton  a t  Is. 4d .  per unit. 

1 like what T may term the human touches in the  paper. Tlie ch;irt 
showing the  cont inuity of employment 01' Freemasons 1642-60 presents the  careers 
of nearly 300 individuals who worked for long or  short periods. We see tliem 
come and go, ciiii, perhaps, distinguish their varying abilities tind pict4urc the 
chiinging nature of :ictiviiy on the building. Then the items concerning work- 
men arriving !at(', lenving without, permission, Edmund Knight slipping away a t  
11 o'clock on Saturday,  Richard Spenser mid Richard 1,ylly stripping out t o  
settle their differences i n  the  time honoured fashion, all yield :iddit,ional pleasure 
to reading the piiper, even though Ihe results of these actions did not add much 
joy to the  delinquents on the  si~bsequent pay day. 



We rend that  in 1459-60 John l'errison de Medi lbo~~rgh in Selandia 
' Iiucheman et  Schipman ', brought stone to London, and tliere conies into view 
the Dutch ship with i ts  Foreign captain i ~ n d  crew, and we hear 
on Cawood quay. 

This reconstruction of the scene inid the revivifying 
opera.tions are acco~nplisl i~~~eii t~s which render the writ'ers of the 
any bouquets we can offer them. 

a strange tongue 

of the working 
paper worthy of 

Bro. KNOOP w r i t e s ,  in reply, on be1i:ilf of of G.  P. .Tones and 

We wish to offer our coi'di:il thanks lo those Hrethren who prepared 
comments on the paper, the more so because we realise tha t  it is not the  type of 
paper which lends itself readily to discussion. W e  ourselves are probably in the  
best position to make comments, as. since the paper was r e d  in  Lodge some three 
vears ago. we have had opportunities (thanks partly to tlhe generous assistance 
given by the L e v r r l i ~ ~ h n ~  Trustees) to examine various MSS. in London and 
Oxford, and thus t,o amplify some of the matters raised in the paper. Regarding 
impressment of masons, we have been able to make an intensive study of the 
problems a t  Windsor C:tstle in 1360-63, based on the building accounts, some 
Sheriff's expenses and numerous orders and commissions to take masons, the  
results of which are embodied in an i~rticle in  the  forthcoming issue of Econ,om'ic 
f i t o n / .  I n  what concerns the Quatuor Coronat8i, we have discussed the  subject 
:\t some length in the introduction to an edition of the E<'nins and (7ooke MSS. 
which we are preparing with our colleague, Douglas JTiimer, and which is shortly 
to  tippear under the title T h e  T w o  E(11'1iesi Mmonw /I/,S1,s'. We have given 
further attention to masons' tools. :md have embodied our uonclusions in T h e  
Medice-id Mason. I n  tha t  book, we have also examined in much greater detail 
the numerous words used in  the Afiddle Ages to designate ' mason ' .  I n  all 
these cases we have left our original text  unaltered and do not think that  there 
would be any advantage in re-stating our present views here. On tthe other 
hand, where we have been successful in tracing some Eton masons, at  Canterbury, 
at Windsor and a t  Oxford, we have incorporated the  inforniztion in this paper. 
W e  have also, by the courtesy of the Provost of Eton College, been a.ble to re- 
produce a photograph of the page in the wage register of 1453. which first shows 
the observance of the Feast of the Quatuor Coronati as :I holiday. 

Page 73 line 1 : ffi/- septimania re<d s e p t i l l ~ i i ~ ~ i ~ .  
P:ige 74 line 2 : fol- deliver rani delivered. 
Page 92 line 5 : for estivti rew1 estiuo. 



FRIDAY, MAY, 

Also tlie following Visitors:-Bros. TL C. 'l';iylor, Lodge of Fai th  No. 141; rind 

K. A .  Pinfold, S.lV.. E n  r l  o f  Sussex Lodge No. 2201 . 

TÃ o l,oilres ancl Forty-two Itrethren wore elected to membersh ip of t l io  

Correspondence Circle. 



The (!oiiy;r;it~tl;itioi~s of tlir l,oilge ewere oll'cred t o  t he  l'ollowing members of tin' 

Correspondence' Circle, w h o  had  bern honoured with appointments  ;in(l promot,ions a t  

t he  recent Festival of Gr:incl Lodge" -1h'os. \V. l,. Wiicle-l);ilton. J u n i o r  Grand  Deacon : 

C!. J .  Parsons,  Assista,nt Ciirn-nil Direct80r of C!erciii~iiies; .J .  A .  Floyd. Assista.nt Grsiiicl 

I'iirsuivttiiI: S i r  T. [[:ii*ris Spencer,  I'ust. Grand  1Iosi.co11 ; 0. I.eo. '^I.'lioiiii~ii, IVilliiiill N .  

'l5:won. Hube r t  0. J~ i~ i s towe ,  M;iui'ic'~~ C;. C'liiint, l,. M .  Do i~g la s ,  Trevor Kvans.  V'. It:. 

C$illilaiul, N .  'l'. J i ing:~l\vali i ,  Eilivin 1-1. ~ f i d d l e l m ~ ~ i l ~ ,  . l .  .VI. l<owl)othain. AV. J .  Shancl- 

Smi th ,  J .  K. A .  Sorrrl l .  iind Ernest. C. S. S t o w .  1';ist Assistant  Grand Directors ol' 

Cerci11oiiir.s; V.. J. l i i \ r r ~ t t ,  AY. C .  Iliirtlcy, 1).  '1'. .J:irnes, \V.  TA-:i.II, iiticl J. Sworcler. 

P;ist Grand Stancliird Hearers ;  a,nd H .  Chown ;iii(l I.. H .  S t ron t s .  P a s t  Assistant  

Cir:iiid ~ t i i i ~ d i ~ r r i  Reiirrrs. 

A set of eleven OHicibi ' S  .Towels, t he  property o f  St. John ' s  Lodge, No. 167. Tho.-i~ 

of the c lus ter .  1 .P. N., Treasurer stud S~ci.et . iry o f  specin1 (lesign. probably 

prc-T'n ion. The T)e:i(:niis, dated 1x21, ;is :~ lso  Hie Tvler. Tlie others of 

later  1l; iLi-S.  

A coril i : i  l vote of t11:i nlcs w;is :iccorded t o  those Brethren who had kindly len t  

objects for exhibit ion.  

l3ro. W. I VOR GIIANTHAM rend t h e  following paper : - 



THE ATTEMPTED INCORPORATION OF THE MODERNS. 

ltOTILLEBa GlLKERT W .  DAYNES at, tlie time of his cieath in 
9 3 1  was el~gitged in the collection of material for a innnber 
of Papers intended for communication to this Lodge. The 
manuscript, notes of our late Brother were fortunately preserved 
and p;tsscd into the hands of our Secretiiry who, shortly after- 
wards, entrusted to me t1i;it portion of them which related to 
1 he subject4-mat,ter of this Psiper with the suggestion that  I 
should endeavour to complete tha t  which Brother Uaynes had 

commenced. To this request I gladly acceded. and now offer for yoiir considera- 
tion the result of my labours. i n  the collection of material for this Paper I 
have been much helped by Brother G. Y. Johnson, P .P .G.W. ,  of York, who hits 
kindly placed a t  my dispossil the transcript of many l~elevi~nt docume~it~s made 
by the late 13rot.her W. R. Makiiis, for some years Assistant Librarian to Grand 
Lodge, who also was engaged a t  one time on the preparation of a Paper on the 
subject of the proposed Incorporiition. Credit for the Piiper now communicated 
to this Lodge is therefore due in large measure to these Brethren; i ts  many 
imperfections arc entirely mine. 

l n 1767 ITt'11ry Somerset, Duke of Bcc~ifort ,  wits elected Grand Xaster of 
the original, but so-called M o d ' e / ~ r ~ ,  Gmnd Lodge of England. In the year 
following his election the Dnke of Beaufort initiated his scheme for the incorpora- 
tion of the Society of which he was Grand Master. His  proposal a t  the outset 
met with the general iipproval of Grand Lodge ; but  wit'hin a very short time a 
sharp difference of opinion arose iis to the p r ~ p r i e t ~ y  of t,he Grand M;istor's project, 
and one Lodge even went so far  as to enter a formal caveiif against further 
proceedings in the mutter. Thereafter. for a. period extending over several 
years, argument on the subject was keen, special meetings were convened by both 
promoters and opposers, iind each party set out i ts  arguments in print .  Ultimately 
the original proposal, which was for incorporation by R.oyal Charter, was dropped ; 
;iiici 111 the inontli of February, 1772, a Parliamentary Bill for the incorporation 
of the Society wiis introduced into the Lower House, where the measure wiis 
accorded a first iuid second residing'. On April 1st. however-;in ill-chosen date- 
on a motion for the third reading, the House of Commons delivered a coup-d(:- 
f / i t i c i ,  tlhe Bill expired. and within five weeks the Duke of Beaufort had retired 
from the position of Grand Master in favour of Lord Petre.  

Such 111 outline are the events which now cliiiiii ronsideration. The 
purpose of the present Paper will be to record tohe principiil contemporary 
refere~ices to the subject, to t rme tthe steps tniike11 by e:i.ch party to the dispute, 
to give the text of the proposed Royal Charter and of the  Parliamentary Bill, 
to indicate what would iippear to have been tthe reasons or motives which iictuated 
the contending parties, and to consider the proposed Incorporation from its legal 
aspect. 

Although mainly concerned with the Grand Lodge of the M O ~ C I * I I S ,  tlie 
present cnqnhy may conveniently commence with a brief glance a t  the Masonic 
situation in Kngland in :ind around the year 1767. 



By this time the A n t i e n t s  were firmly established, and competition between 
the rival Grand Lodges was keen. I11 the previous year (1766) the Hon  : Thomas 
Matthew! Provincial Grnnd Master of Minister. h:id succeeded the Eiu-1 of Kelly 
as Grand Master of the A nt ients ,  bu t  the moving spirit of this organisation was 
undoubtedly Laurence Dermott, who for t,he first eighteen years of its existence 
acted as Grand Secretary, and subsequently on two separate occasions became 
Deputy Grand Master. 

I n  the older, yet so-called 1fof/er)/.! Grand Lodge the year 1766 was marked 
by the initiation of Their Royal Highnesses tlie Dukes of York and Gloucester 
during the Grand Mastership of Lord Blayney, who in  the following year was 
succeeded in the presidency by Henry Somerset, Duke of Beaufort. A t  this 
period Spencer was Grand Secretary of tlie Moderns and  Thomas Dunckerley, 
later to  acquire a remarkable number of Masonic appointments, was Provincial 
Grand Master of Hampshire. 

On his election as Grand Master of the Moderns i n  1767 the Duke of 
Beaufort re-iippoint.ed to the office of Deputy Grund Master Colonel John  Salter, 
who had served in tha t  capacity during the whole of the Grand Mastership of 
Lord 13layney. A year later, however, the l h k e  of Beaufort cre:~t~c~cl a mild 
sei~sat~ion by superseding his Deputy-without previous intimation t o  Colonel 
Salter, ~f credence may be given to the tiecount of the proceedings published in  
the Appendix to t.lie unauthorised 1769 edition of the Hook of Coristzt utzons. 
This account, ~onst~i tu t ing as i t  does the principal conteinpor;~ry reference to t.he 
earlier stages of the  sub jcct -matter of t4he present e i ~ ( ~ u i r y ,  deserves to be given 
in ful l : -  

At. t h e  Asseinbly a n d  Keast, held :it Merchant Taylors-TIall. i n  1768, 
after a most elegant Entertainment provided by tho Stewards, his Grace, 
Ueiiry Duke of R e i ~ l l f ~ r t ,  was requested to  eontitnie tlie Favour of presiding 
over them a s  (iri l~ld Master for tlie Year ensuing;  which h e  graciously 
condescending t o  do, was proclainiecl a s  siirli amidst the  joyful Acclamations 
of the  Thothreti, and oil be i~ ig  again invested with tlie Msister's Jewel, and 
installed in Solomon's Chair, he appointed the  Honourable Charles Dillon, 
Esq : to be his Deputy ; also nominated Rowliind Unit! Rsq : t o  he Senior 
Grand AVsirden, 31r. I lenry .Jaffr:iy, Jun io r  Grand Warden, and continued 
tlie other Officp'i t o  the Rretliren who w e r ~  in  l'ossessinn of them before the  
Elect ion. 

The Appointment of tlie Honourable Mr. Dillon t o  be Deputy Grand 
Master g;i\-e somo Disgust; not  only to  Colonel Sal ter  (by bemg (lone witliout 
any previous ln t imat i tm t o  him, who  h:ul so long filled t h a t  important  Post 
with such clistin~uisheil Honour to himself, as well as Aclv antage t o  the  ( ' r i ~ t t  
i n  general) bu t  t o  many of the  Brethren present, who taking into Consiilera- 
t ion the  said Nomination, a n d  conceiving it a s  tending to  be productive of 
disadvantageous Effects. drew up a Memorial in consequence thereof. which 
they presented to his Grace. I n  this Memorial they 11u mbly represented 
their Fosirs t ha t  the  Ckaft would sufler p e n  l I ncoiivenieiicies I rom being 
deprived o f  so able a Director, and prayed t h a t  his (:race would recall t h a t  
Appointment. and con â‚¬ i t  on Colonel Salter. But i t  bc*ing observed, on 
behalf of the  Grand Master, by several of the  past Grand Officers, That  a s  
i t  hue! been Time ou t  of Mind the  Custom, and was undoubtedly consistent 
with Reason. t h a t  the  Grand cluster should: witliont the  least C h t  ronl. 
appoint whom lip t>hought proper t o  be his K~1iresent:itive. the  said Nomina- 
t ~ o n  w a s  :~cqniesced with.  

However well j~idgecl, a t  the Time of t h e  Appointment., t he  Hretliren's 
Fears  of the  C?apacity of tlie Honourable Mr.  Dillon niight he ,  his manly a n d  
spirited Behaviour in the  executive P a r t s  of his Office since have removed 
every Chimera t h a t  the  most suspirions Mind rould form 



A t  the  Committee of Charity held a t  the  Horn Tavern in Fleet Street ,  
on Tuesday t h e  26th of February, 1769, previous t o  tlie Qimrterly Com- 
munication a t  t h e  Crown and Anchor in the  S t rand ,  on tlio Friday following. 
i t  was decliit+e~l by tlie Honourable 1 I r .  Dillon. That  his Grace the  Duke of 
Beaufort proposed t o  petition his Majesty for a Charter of I ~ ~ c o r p o r i ~ t i o l ~  in  
Favour of Free and Accepted Masons under the  Constitution of England;  
but the  l):irticnlar Circumstances under which such Incorporation shoulcl be 
founded nut being either generally known, nor clearly i n ~ d e r ~ t o o d ,  occasioned 
much Altercation; a s  i t  did also when reported to  the  Grand Lodge assembled 
in Quarterly Cornm~nicat~ion.  I n  order tlic'refore t o  remove nil Doubts, and 
t h a t  every Loclge might have an O p p ~ r t u n i t ~ y  maturely to consider the  said 
Charter of Incorpoi-aLion, the  Honourable Mr. Dillon, by Coinmiind of the 
Grand Master,  promisecl t h a t  a Copy of t h e  saicl intended Cluirter should be 
sent t o  overv Lodge under the  immediate Government ol' the  Grand blaster 
of Free  i l i l ~ l  Auceptrd Masons. together with two printed Notes. one implyitig 
an Assent, t h e  other a Dissent. in order to  have one of the111 signed by the  
Master i i ~ i c l  Wardens, and witnessed by the  Secretary, of each respective 
Lodge, iigreciibly t o  encli I j ~ d g e ' s  Deternuuatiou. I n  conseqiience of which 
proceecli~~g there nere  sent  up  t o  the  Grand Secretary the  Approbation of 
One Hundred and Sixty-eight Lodges, and t h e  Disapprobation of only Forty- 
three.  

I11 tlie Quarterly Communication, in ample Form,  held by his Grace,, 
Ttenry Dnko of l k ~ ~ ~ i f o r t ,  Grand Master, with t h e  rest of tlie Grand Officers. 
and a Humorous  Hody of Masters and Warden'; from the  various Lodges, a t  
the  Crown ancl Anchor Tavern 111 the  S t rand ,  on Friday. April tlie 28th. 
1709, after the  Minutes of the  Committee of Charity,  hold at  the  Horn 
Tavern in Fleet Street ,  t he  Tuesday preceding, were re;id aiicl confirmed, 
the Ohiect of Incorporation was again taken into  Consideration, :ind af ter  
being sti'oiigly debated, the  Questions Mere put*, when  a very great  Majority 
appeareil in F;ivnnr of the  Inr'orporation. 

After t l ir  Hiisincss oi" tlie Grand Lodge gone through, but  before 
i t  was closed, his Grace t h e  Duke o f  Beaufort was p u t  in Nomin:itioii by the  
IHonourabIt~ Mr. Dillon t o  be Grand Master of Free  ancl Accepted Masons 
for t h e  ensiiitig Yenr;  wliicli Motion was ioyfiilly received, ancl universally 
approved of, us i t  would give his Grace a11 Opportunity t o  carry into Execu- 
tion those great a n d  noble Designs which he has  so generoiisly adopted for 
the  Good o f  MSISOUS in Masonry. 

(Text of the proposed C'harter, 
t o  he  yiven prcse~i t l / /  it/. full.) 

Tliv above Copy of a Charter being, as  before ol~sc~*vrcl, sent to the  
Members of overj- Lodge for their Perusal and  Consultation, removed all 
Ideas of Keiir t h a t  hacl arose, lest aiiy Innovations should hi' made i n  t he  
Polity of :L Societqy tha t  lifid for so many Ages stootl ~l is t ingui~l ied for 
Ser-recy, JVI oriil ity :LI IC~ Good I?ellowship. 

Wlion this Charter therefore shall rrc-rive t h e  Royal  Sanction, it is 
t o  bo liopc(.l ilio several well-int~ntioned Schemes now in Kmbryo, will be 
ciirricd into Kxeciitioii. and t1i:lt t he  good Intentions 01 iiiiiuy l3rethren 
(who linvc berii hitherto with-held from the  want  of such an Incorporation 
to  validate thei r  good Designs) will then shine fort11 with Lustre,  and 
demonstraio to the World in  general, bu t  t o  the  ('raft in particular.  t h a t  
they not on lv profess, bu t  exercise. tlie t ru ly  noble Princ:ipliss of Brotli 
Lore, J i c i i e f ,  ;incl Trii t l i ,  Principles t h a t  ever did ,  :xnd ever must produce 
those salutory Effects t1i:it are  pregnnnt with relieving the  Distressed, and 
removing tlie gliastly Aspects of Misery ancl W a n t  from tlieir Abode, by 
either contributing t o  their immediate Assist;ince. and so enable them t o  



siinend Lhcir Circiii~ist~iiices 111 Life : or if t h a t  be impossible, t o  place them 
i n  some coiiitorttil~le Asylum. tha t  iritiy slu*lter them from the dn-ary Hot rors 
of speiiding their la t ter  T ) ; I > s  111 absolute Penury and  Want .  

To the  Aged only let not those benevolent Ideas be confined, b u t  
extend them even to yoiiiig Lrii is .~os t h a t  stsincl in need of ^ncli a Protection, 
:IS tlieir ~ev~briil  f'mirl i t  ions .I iicl CTi rcii iilstnnr'es slinll clemanrl. Actions of 
such a11 elevated Nature  rannot fail of having the  Sanction of every 
.atiuiial Mason, nor can t he  Plan proposed for t he  support ok such, it is 
presumed, be supported with any  Arguments t o  destroy the  Executcion. 

T h e r e  is no th ing  i n  t h e  above na r ra t ive  t o  suggest  t l ia t  t h e  Duke of 
Beaufor t ' s  design t o  h a v e  t h e  Society incorporated was a n y t h i n g  b u t  o r i g i n a l ;  
and ye t  t h e  question of incorporat ion hxd been raised several yea r s  previously by 
E a r l  Fe r re r s ,  G r a n d  Mas te r  1762-63. This fac t  i s  revealed by  a publ icat ion 
bea r ing  t h e  following t i t le-page : - 

AN 
ADDRESS 

'1'0 the respective ISndies of 
Free :incl Accepted $1 asons, 

I S  delivered 

A t  the  Stewards Ludge, held a t  the  
Horn T;iveni. Fleet-street. Loiidoii. 
t he  16th of November, 1763, 

(Being Klcc*tion and Instullation Night), 

By THOMAS EDMONDES. Esq :  

One of the  Gruiul-Wardens t o  the  R igh t  Hotioliri>ble 
and Right  "Worshipfiil Earl F E R R E R S ,  Grand-Muster. 

To which is added. 

l l is C H AH G 14: to Llie Kiglit. Hoitoii ni tile ;ind 
ltiglit Wurshipf (11 Lord BLAYNEY. present 
GE.AND M:lSTl4~T<, on liis bein& appointed 
Master of the  New Lodge ; i t  t h e  Horn- 
Ti~verii. Westminster, constituted in  clue 
Form, 1 ) ~ -  Tt-tOMAS EDMONDES, who then  
noted u s  DEPUTY GLtAND MASTER?. 

LONDON : 

Printed for S. I-luopei~, Bookseller, in the  S t rand ,  and 
sold by all ISookscllers. :\I DC'CLXVI. 

(Price One Shilling and Sixpence.) 

On piige 35 of t h i s  publ icat ion will be f o u n d  t h i s  passage :- 

. . . our eve~-memomble gr-and master,  Ear l  Ferrers.  . . . proposes 
t o  set on foot the  Lest ;ipproved plan t o  erect a proper building for the  
iicconiodation of the  grand convoc';it ion. and grand lodges ~iforesald, toget8her 
with spacious rooms tor a gruwmg library. :znd school, for the  qualifying and 
finishing twelve boys, sons of poor .Mnsoiis, i n  t he  knowl~clge of some of the  
ar ts  :incl sciences Lest adapted to  their respectne geniuses, in order to  be 
p u t  out in  t h e  world ; . . . and I hnve t h e  honour t o  inform yo11 t h a t  
our most U orthy grand master I h r l  Ferrers,  proposes to  endow t h e  scholastic 
pa r t  of the  foundation I\ ith a n  annual  perpetuity of 50 1. a s  a beginning, 
to  clrfray the  expencr of the :chool; and t h a t  a s  soon a s  a freehold spot of 
ground, or convenient builcling can be bought for t h e  purpose, lie will. a t  
his own expence, use his utmost endeavours t o  get a chttrter, t o  inuke us  a 



body corporate, mid fix the  foundation of the  building, with i ts appur- 
teniinces, for ever in the  griind officers for t h e  t ime being. appropriated to  
the sole use an11 benefit of the  Free  and Accepted Slasons, until this. \\it11 
all the  gorgeous palaces on ea r th ,  nay, the  globo itself. be dissolved in the  
general crush. . . , 

Here is zi clear indication that  several years before the Grand Xastership 
of the Duke of Beaufort the lieads of the Craft contemplated the incompor.ition 
of the Society, the erection of a Hall  and  administrative offices, and the establish- 
meut of a School for Boys. 

Iii view of the  close connection to be traced between these various proposals, 
i t  will be necessary in what follows to devote :L certain i i ~ n o ~ i l t  of space to matters 
which might, to some readers, appear to be foreign to the  siibject of the proposed 
incorporation. The record of subsequent events will. however, demonstrate the 
impossibility of eliminating all reference to these subsidiary questions. 

The first public announcement of the Duke of Beaufort 'S  intention to have 
the Society incorporated was made by the Deputy Grand Master at a meeting of 
the Committee of Charity held a t  the Horn Tavern, Fleet Street, on Friday, 
October 21st. 1768, when eightjy-four Lodges were represented. The re1ev:mt 
Minute is as follows:- 

Present 
'I'lie Honl'ie. & Most Worsliiptul- 

as G.31 

form. 
having appointed 131-0''. Thornas French 
A l o s t  Worshipful Grand  f i s t e r  in the 
of his Office as Grand Secretary. 

The Most Worshipful Grand Master in the  Chair then informed the  
Brethren t h a t  his Gracr tin- Duke of 1h;;nifnrt out of a n  ardent  zeal and 
sincere regard for  our noble rnstitntion, sind ever a t tent ive  t o  increase the  
liarinoily nnd promote tlie prosperity thereof, was  resolved t o  have tlie Society 
incorporated, as well t o  :idcl to its Ancient dignity and  lustro, a s  t o  establish 
i ts incomp:~rable laws on ;I iirin, solid, ancl permanent basis. 

A n d ,  a.^ the  11~iiinvlia.te execution of a l~lnii  of so g rea t  twd iilll~oi'tiillt 
:I consequence t o  the  lionor, credit ,  i ~ n d  reputation of the  Craf t ,  cannot fail 
t o  be agn~ecil~ly received, ;nid earnestly desired, by e\ ,cry and ftiilhfnl 

Mason, he proposed, t h i ~ t  the  Hrethren present should immediat.ely take into 
serious consideration. tlie most effectual means to  raise a fund ,  for defraying 
the  expenco of Huilding a Hall. and purc~hasing Jewels. Furni ture  A-r for 
the  Grand Lodge". 13nt as the  business had alreiicly advancecl too far  on the 
evening, his Worship wns t o  iicljourn the  Comniittec till Monday next 
at half pas t  Six  111 t he  Evening. 

The I-odge was closed in due form. 

The adjourned meeting was held a t  the Crown :ind Anchor Tavern in the 
Strand,  where there were present the representatives of forty-five Lodges presided 
over by :- 



The Hon  Charles Dillon 11.G.AI. as G.N. 
Rowland Hol t KSI~'-. S .G.W.  iis D.G.M.  
Ifenry Jafl'ruy J .G.W. as S.G.W. 

P i g g  Esclr. R.W.M.  of No. 1 as  J . G . W .  
Rowland lierlieley G.T. 
r 1 L liomas French G.S. 

Tlie Lodge \\.as opened in due I'orm. 

The Most Worshipful Grand Master in tlie Chair addressed t2he 
Committee- on  tlie subject of his Grace the  Duko of Eeufort 's  kind intentions 
towards the  Society and  prrsentod them with a scheme which he  had ordered 
to  be printed for their perusal to  raise a fund for erecting :I Hall and 
piirchtisi ng Jewels. Furn i tu re  &c for tlie Griind Lodge independent of the 
General Fund  of Charity. 

H e  earnestly recommended the Brethren t o  make what ever alterations 
they should th ink  necessary tlint every measure might be forwarded t o  carry 
into imniediate exrcution tin1 excellent plan his (:race hi'nl proposed. 

The Scheme being c : i reful l~  examined several alterations and  amend- 
merits were made, and the  lollowing unanimously agreed to be recommended 
t o  the  Quarterly C!oi~iiuunic':ition for C'onfirmiitioii. 

lb*. E V L T ~  Grand Officer t o  contribute annually, I 11 propoi t ion t o  t h e  dignity 
of Ins Office, not less than the  following sums 

Gr;incl AI aster 20 0 0 ' 
Dopy. G r;i 11d &l a s t ~ - r  3 5 0 
Senr. G rand \V;i r(len 3 3 0  
.Tunr. Grand TVardrn 2 2 0 - :?7 1 7  0 

Grand Trensurer :l 3 0 
Grand Sr-cretary :? 3 0 
Grand Sword Bo:irer l 1 0  ! 

2'1. Every provincial Grsiiid .M:ister p ins  One Guinea to  the SPcretiir\ for 
registering his name  and  half a. Guinea for drawing ou t  his deputation 
on parchment which lees (11 t he  Secr^'. and his ~ ) e l ~ i i t y  havf i i  salary) 
will go t o  t11is f u n d .  mid supposing six nominations in one Year 'will 
r:ii.sc Â£9-9-0 

3d. Every proviiici;il Grand Master wlio ~'liii~ses to liave 1ii.s patent  curiously 
draivii wit11 the usual embellishments on Vellum t o  pay live Guineas 
which supposing 2 Ye:~rly will raise $10-10-0. 

4 t h .  Every Loclgr constitute1 iws> OIK' Gl~ill(!ii t o  tlie Secretary For being 
registered, and half ;I Guinea for drawing thei r  C'onstitutioii on parcli- 
merit, whicli supposiiig Twenty a i~uual ly  will raise 31-10-0. 

5th. Every Constitution di.ii\\ 11 1) it11 the  usual ~~n~l~el l ishuic i i t s  011 Vellum. a t  
f i v i b  Guines~s each \v11 ivh. suppoying three :111nii;illy 15-15-0. 

Every new inside Brother a t  his admission to  pay a sum no t  less than  
tu ( i  Shi l l ing  illid sixponce fur registeriiig his nuiiie which as  tliere 
a n -  above 391) contribiit.iiig Lodges, and supposing ;fi0 t o  mnkc, on ;l11 

avoi'fige Ten 31 ~ ~ S O I I S  annually will raise 437-10-0. 

7 t h .  No present member of :uiy Lodge t o  be affected by this charge unless 
lie joins iiil(~tlier: tlion he is to  pay t w o  Shillings ;u1d six ponce for 
Imviiig Ins name registered u s  member of cvctry such I a d g e  which a t  
:I moderate computation \vill prochic'e a11 11 ~ ia l ly  $100-0-0. 

8 t h .  Evrry Lodge t o  pay the  sum of two Shillings and six pence tor every 
IIiisoii t hay  sha l1 beritivfter nialw, when ~ u e h  Tiro". is registered which 
will proiluc-c an11ual1-y Â£437-10-0 
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As there a re  many Cases according to  the  Constitutions wherein 
particular Lodges cannot act without a speciiil power from the  Grand 
Muster, a n  animal dispensation will be granted in all such circum- 
stances a s  are  prescribed by our  laws, excepting funerals and other 
piiblick exhibitions, or making Masons under ;tgcbt t o  every Loclge 
within t h e  Hills of Mortality a t  half a Guinea eiidi. to  every Lodge 
i i i  the Country or abroad a t  a Quarter Guinea oac'li. 

100 within the  Bills of Mortality will ~ ~ r o d i i c r  C;^-10-0' 
200 in the  Country or abroad 

1 105-0-0 
52-10-0 ( 

".very Old Lodgo which has lost i ts  War r i i~ i t ,  except the  two oldest 
IJocIg~~s t o  pay One Guinea for a new P a t e n t  wliich shall bear da te  
D I ~ I  tlie t ime they were constituted. This will ritise t o  this fund 
C 105-0-0. 

A. Hook t o  bc open in  every Lodge for the  volnii(:;iry Contributions of 
the  members, t*o be applied t o  the  purposes of tlie Grand 1,odge. 

Suni Total on a n  average, exclusive of 
Voluntary Siibscriptions Â 1290-1-0. 

l3y t h i s  Scheme the  General Fund of Charity will he greatly augmented 

as  the  salaries, with every other expence will be defrayed out of th is  Fund .  

All llusiiicss being over the Lodge ~ v a s  closed in dne form. 

On Friday, October  28 th .  1768, t h i s  Scheme w:is sanct ioned by G r a n d  
Lodge, subject  t o  t l ie dele t ion of Clause 10-an a m e n d m e n t  t o  which may b e  
a t t r i b u t e d  t h e  iiiargiinil no te  subsequent ly  inser ted in t h e  M i n u t e  Book of the 
Commit tee  of Char i ty .  

T h e  re l evan t  G r a n d  Lodge  M i n u t e  r eads  : - 

1'he l-ioiit)lt~. ;md Righ t  Worshipful Cl lAl~T~~lCS UILLON. D.G.31 . ,  
having iicqiiai~~trcl the  Brethren at  the  last C.Ci. with his d race  the  Duke 
ot Beiiiifort's Intentions tu  have the  Society imoqmratccl. :ind also repre- 
sontecl to  the111 the  Advuntiiges t h a t  would result from tlic Accoiiiplislii~ieiit 
of so great  a Design, proposed,. previous tliereto. t h a t  ilio Committee should 
take into i t s  serious Consideration the most effectual Means for raising a 
Fund t o  build a HALL and purchase .Je\\el-i, Furni ture .  &(B. for the  Grand 
Loilge independent of the  General F u n d  of Charity and a t  the  same t ime 
reroiiimenclcd a P lan  t o  their Perusal t o  which several Amendments were 
made ;incl tlie following Resolutions agreed to ,  were referred to  this Corn- 
niiinicatioii :md unaniinoiisly Confirmed. 

Here follow, in t 'he original en t ry .  t h e  first n i n e  a n d  t,he l a s t  of t h e  eleven 
financial proposuls submi t t ed  b y  tl ie Commit tee  of C h a r i t y .  

A m o n g s t  other allusions i11 t h e  P ress  t o  these  projected schemes, the 
following mily h e r e  be quoted :- 

T h e  I ' n b l ~ c  i i l v f r t t t e r  
(London)-( )c tuber 31st, 1768. 

On lq'ridiiy I*~veniti";a grancl f lee t ing of the  lq'rec l\l;isnns wiis held a t  
the  CroÃ§'i iincl Anchor Tavern i 11 the  S t rand .  n lien 300 1. \\.ere colloctecl for 
tlie pnrlioses of Charity,  a n d  i t  was agreed t o  build a Hall for the  Use of 
tlic Socirty, sincl likewise a Number of Almslionsi~s lor tlie Ac'commoclation 
of dccnycd .Vl asons having large Pa111 il ie,-'. 

T h e  G a z e t t e e r  (ind X c i c  D ~ I / / I J  Advert iser  
(London)-November l0Ll1, 1768. 

We hear his Grace the  Duke of I iea~i lor t ,  Grand Alsister of the  Society 
of Free  and Accepted Masons. ha< given a piece of ground :it S t .  Mary Ie 
Bone, whereupon t o  erect a n  Hospital for the  sick and 1:niie r~iembers of tlie 



fraternity.  and  another for the  aged and infirm; as  also a school for the  
children ancl orphans of decei~ed brethren. 

T / I  c X e u m s f l  e Journnl 
(Nowcastle)-November 26th ,  1768. 

We a re  credibly informed, thiit t he  Kiig1i.-h Society uf Free- and  
accepted XTasous, intend t o  apply for a. Charter to  make themselves a legal 
body corporate, in order to  annihilate the  Society who stile theinselve- 
Antielit Free. ^M;isons, o n  account of the  disgr:ice they hiiie brought on 
Freemasonry, by indiscriminately aclmit~ting every one into it who can pay 
their fees. let  their character be ever so infamous. 

The motive imputed t o  the  M o d e m  hi this last paragraph deserves t o  be 
noted. 

Tliomas French,  sippointcd Grand Sccret.aiy 111 October, 1768, was soon 
engaged in heavy correspondence, as m a y  be seen by perusmg the  Letter Book of 
this period. Following upon t h e  meeting of Grand Lodge on October 28th, he 
addressed the  Grand Master i n  the-e terms:- 

May i t  please your Grace 
The Grand Lodge ol' the  Aiitieiit & Honourable Sociptj of lcrec :111rl 

Accepted 11 asons under your Gr,ice's author  I t y  and protection 111 Quarterlv 
Coii~iiiiiii imtioii iisseiiihled nt the C r m  11 and Aurlwr 'fiivei'ii i i i  the S t rand  
on FricLiy t h e  28th day of October 1768 uiiaiimiously resolved t h a t  trlieir 
thanks be  given t o  )our  Grace for the  honour of your pntronage and the  
particuhir regsird you 1i:ive 111 oiessecl for the  Society by Our Right  Worship- 
fill Deputy Grand cluster,  n11ich the) v ill ever reinember with the  deepest 
sense of  griititucle, and ass i~re  ~ o n r  Gmce t h a t  their utmost ctiileiivonrs will 
ever be exerted t o  preserve tin- harinonj- of the  C'riift, and t o  ~ n p p o r t  > ou 
I every measure t h a t  can bring honour, credit and  reputation to  the  
Society. 

I have the  honour to  subscribe myself \tit11 t h e  most dutiiul respect, 
M a y  i t  please your Grace, 

Your Gmc-e's 111o.st [)liedt. C !  HIIIII~*. S e w t  
THO. FHENCH. G.S .  

To this  letter of thanks a somewhat t i irdy acknowledgment was accorded 
011 February l l t h ,  1769 .- 

C : ~ ~ S Y L ' I I O ~  s011d re 
Sir ,  Feby  11 L769 

I receiveit ~ o i i r s  (with ii message train the Gr :~nd  Loclgc held the  28th 

day ol' October 1768) : ~ n d  beg you will a t  t he  next  Qiiarterly Cominunication 
present my best Complimeiits to the  Grand Lodge, a n d  assure them t h a t  
their iipprobation of my conilucl in Ilasonrv makes me e\treiiielv lnippv; 
t l iat  \ h t  was  proposed t o  them b j  Brother Dillon was nieant hy me for the  
good of the  Society: and as they have receivecl i t  as such i t  gives me the  
highest satisfacktion. 

l desire \ o n  will ieuirii  tliein very sincere tli:inks for their ready 
reception of th i s  most useful :incl heneficiiil phtii <incl for the  general suppoi-b 
they have already given it  1 hope ihey will continue t o  act  with unaniinity 
;ind cordiality the  t r u e  ch:imcterisLics of good masons, t h a t  we may. with 

greiiter speed and ei1.s~ bring th is  i n ~ t t e r  t o  a happy conclusion. No 
endeavours on my pa r t  ~11.~11 lie wanting to  ncuoi~iplish i t .  

I inn. S i r ,  
Your and their most ci H'cct~0. Urother and  Well-wisher, 

IjEAITFORT, G.M. 
P.S. 

I take th is  opportunity of desiring yon to  return I ~ J -  sincere thanks  

t o  those Masters of Lodges who so cordinllv promised to  support me and t h e  



perfect ion 

This reply is phrased in a. way which suggests that  the Grand Niister was 
not unaware of the opposition which was alreildy manifesting itself. Hut before 
the nature of this opposition is indicated, further lett<ers written by the Grand 
Secretary during the closing mouths of 1768 must be quoted :- 

Hrothur French t o  brother Banks. 
To the  Right  Worthy mid Worshipful Alsister, 
Wn rd(>ns and I trothren of the  Kightli Imlge 
a t Calcutt,a-Greeting 

. . . H is Grace tlie D~llip of l3c:intort : I , T I ~  t he  Hononr; ib l~ C11:irles 
Dillon a re  resolved t o  have the  Society Incorpomted as well to add t o  its 
dignity as to establish i t s  Laws :  and the  Grand Lodge have iinanimoiisly 
confirmed ilie inclosed sc-Iirine pre! ions t o  the  esreiiiion 01' th;i t  excellent 
plan, whicli we h:wc every rcl;ison to  believe will be ngreeahly received by you. 

New 13oi1d S t r ~ e t  THOS. FRENCH G S .  
Lonclon 31 Oct. 1.768- 

Brother French t o  Brother Middleton, P.C. M . Bengal. 
E i g h t  Worthy Ih-other. 

. . . 1 have the  pleasure t o  inform you t h a t  his Grace the  Duke 
of Heaufoit, and the  Ronble. Charles Dillon our Depiity Grand Master, ever 
zealous t o  promote the  prosperity of the  Craf t ,  :ire resolved to  have the 
Soc'iety incorporated ; as well t o  revive its untient lustre, as t o  establish i ts 
incornpara1)lo Laws on a permanent founclation. 

The inclosed Resolution of t he  Gr:ind Lodge :issemblod i n  Quarterly 
Communication, are recommended t o  you by his  Grace, who hopes the excel- 
lent plan proposed will meet  \\ it11 tbo favourable approbation of all 0111- 

worthy Brethren in Tndia. 
I have  tlio honour to  be. with :ill due respect 

13.1ght Worshipful. Yonr most affectio1i:ite Brother 
and most  obliged H umble Servnnt 

New Bond Street  TITOS. f ~ l l ~ K N ~ ~ l - T  G.S .  
London 31. Oct. 1768. 
B y  order of the  D.0.1M. 

Reference to the contemporary Letter Hooks preserved in the Grand Lodge- 
Library reveal the text of similar letters uddressed to 

Brother Price Boston, 
Brother Griffin Mother Lodge, S t .  Kit ts ,  
Brokher Errington Barbados, 
Brother Trot.ter Darlington. 

Tlie letter addressed to Brotther Trotter at Darlington contitius an expression 
of hope 

th:it t h e  lirethron of your Lodge will pay i i  proper rcg;ircl t o  oiir Hegulations. 

The date of this letter is November 28th, 1768. 
Owing to the scarcity of contemporary Minutes, it is difficult to gauge 

iiccurately the nature of the reception accorded by Lodges to the Grlind ^Taster's 
financial 
gratified 

mid other proposals. The Grand Secretary must indeed Inive been 
by tlie receipt, of a letter couched in these terms:- 

Wh i telmven 
Worthy 13rothor, m 25 Nov. 1768 

As our most noble Ciran~l Master His  Grace the Duke of Ueanfort's 
intentions a re  t o  have the  Society incorporated, and supposing the advantages 
resulting tliercfroni will m'islver tlii.' end rropose:l. \vo d o  more ~ l i i d l ~  concur 



with the  same or any other measure thut  the  Grand Lodge shall a t  any t ime 
think proper to  enter into for promoting the  interest of th i s  our most 
Antient niicl hononrable Sor'ietv. 

. . . . .  
HENRY ELLISON Master 
J O H N  HARrRJ&IAN 

,ya,rcle, 
EOBt. SANDEMAN 1 

The New Year (1769) was destined to bring trouble to those in authority, 
for on January 2nd. a t  a regular meeting of the Caledonian Lodge No. 325, a 
resolution was passed authorising a Memorial against the proposed incorporation 
of the Society to be presented at the next Quarterly Communication of Grand 
Lodge. This Memorial (shortly to be given verbatim) was prepared with obvious 
care, and contained reasoned arguments against the project. Other Memorials 
against the proposal were prepared by tvhe St. Alban's Lodge (then No. 26), the 
Stewards Lodge (then No. TO), arid the Royal Lodge (then No. 313). The text 
of these last three .Memorials unfortunately cannot be traced, but they would all 
appear to have been presented to Grand Lodge at or before the meeting held on 
February 28t9h, 1769. 

Intimation of this growing opposition must have ~eijched the ears of those 
a t  headquarters, because on January 25th t4here appeared in the London News- 
papers (The Public Advert - iser  and The Gazetteer and Yew Daily Advert-iser, to 
mention but two in which the announcement can be seen) a peremptory notice 
calling upon all Masters of Lodges to attend a meeting on the very next day. 
This was the form of the notice :- 

FR.EE and AOCRPTKD MASONS 
Under the  Constitution of England 

The Masters of all regular Lodges are  rerli~ested t o  meet the  GRAND 
MASTER, a t  the  Horn Tavern hi Fleet Street,  To-morrow, the  26th ins tant ,  
a t  seven in  the  evening 011 special affairs. 

T.F. Grand Secretary. 

Of tthe business transacted at  this ineet,ing of the Craft, called at  such 
short notice, there would appear to be no official record. For an account of 
what transpired ot,lier sources of information must be searched. 

The Minutes of the Lodge of Antiquity contain this entry:- 

1769 February 1. 
The R.W.M. informed 11s t h a t  in consequence of an Advertizcm*. he 

had attended a Meeting of the  Grand Officers and of t h e  Masters of a great  
number of Lodges convened a t  the Horn Tavern in  Fleet Street  the  26th. 
Ult-'. When t h e  D.G.M. in the  Chair informed them t h a t  in Cousequence of 
n, previous proposition some Steps had heen taken for obtaing, a Char ter  for 
the  Incorporation of the  Society, but  t h a t  he wished t o  know t h e  Sence of 
the Members in Gen1. before i t  was fur". proceeded in. And the  R.W.M. 
fur=. informed 11s t h a t  a t  such Meeting it was agreed t o  send a Let ter  t o  
the  Grand Ma1'. thanking his Grace for the  Great  Regard he show'd t o  the  
Society, and desiring he wod. lay before them a Draf t  of the  intended Char ter  
for their Approbation. 

A very different account of the proceedings at  this gathering is to be found 
in the printeed "' Case of the C!aledonian Lodge." which was later freely circulated. 
This publication, which deserves to be set out in ful l ,  is the first of the con- 
temporary records to mention the Caveat stated to have been entered in the Office 
of the Attorney-General by certain members of the Caledonian Lodge. 
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All efforts to trace this Caveat have so f i ~ r  failed. The Law Officers' 
Department of the Royal Courts of Justice, created in 1893. contains no records 
of earlier date than 1856. Prior to the formation of this Department the Law 
Officers curried on their official duties a t  their private chambers in the Temple, 
and i t  was apparently t4he custom for the outgoing Law Officer t o  hand to his 
successor such official papers as remained in his possession. As  a result of this 
arrangement many documents of historical value to posterity must assuredly have 
been mislaid, or possibly even destroyed-amongst them, perhaps, the  very 
document referred to above. 

A t  the  Public Record Office a Caveat Book is preserved, which covers a 
period of more than a, century (1689-1 791) ; but t4he object of our search is not 
in this volume, nor is i t  to be found amongst the unbound Papers of the Privy 
Council or in either of the two undermentioned volumes of the  Calendar of State 
Papers (Domestic Series, Home Office Papers)-1 766- 1769 and 1770-1 772. 

A reference to the Caveat in question may, however, be seen in t.he Privy 
Council Register, Volume 6 ,  Geo. III., a t  page 439, where the following entry 
occurs : - 

A t  t.he Council Chamber Whitehall 
the 71h day of February 1769 

PRESENT 
Lord President Viscount Weymouth 
Thike of Graft'on Lord Nortfh 
Ear l  of Hillsborougli Sir Edward Hawke 

This Day Mr. Beardmore in Wallbrooke entered a Caveat against any 
Petition for a Charter for the Free and Accepted Masons. 

A t  the request of tjhe present writer the Clerk to the  Privy Council with 
his accustomed courtesy caused il. search to be made amongst the records remaining 
a t  the  Privy Council Offices, but  no txace could be found of any document 
relating to the subject of this enquiry. To the Clerk is due the discovery of the 
entry in the Register, quot4ed above. 

The vohiminous Case of the  Caledonian Lodge read as follows:- 

C A S E  
of t he  

CALEDONIAN L( )l lfiE 
of 

FREE and ACCEPTED 11 ASONS 
No. 32.5 

Held a t  the  HALF-MOON Tavern. CH EAPSIDE. 
The Master and Brethren of t he  CALEDONIAN LODGE, on receiving 

the  Grand Secretary's letter,  dated t h e  18th of November last ,  with a 
copy of the  New Regulations, and likewise a letter from the  Honourable 
Mr. D - - - - -, Deputy Grcind Master, dated the 16th of the said month, 
appointing Brother J .  H. Maskall their Provincial Grand Master, and 
ordering them t o  receive him a s  such. ccirne u n a ~ ~ i ~ ~ i o u s l y  t o  the  ~esolut ion 
t o  make some humble remonstrances against these new measures; accordingly 
a memorial was drawn zip, read i n  open Lodge a t  thei r  monthly meeting the  
2'1. of J a n u a r y  last ,  unanimously approved of, signed by :ill t he  present 
members, and ordered t o  be presented t o  the Most Noble GRANT) MASTER 
a n d  Brethren in Quarterly Communication :issomblecl: The like Memorials. 
or  to  the  same effect, were then prepared by niiinv other iespec'table Lodges, 
expecting the  Quarterly Comn~unicat~ion, ac~orr l ing t o  custom. t o  be near a t  
linnd 



Some time after.  a n  advertisement appeared i 11 t he  public papers. 
sig~ircl T.F r~q i i e . s t inga l l  Masters of ri*giililr Lodges to  meet tlic Gl-lAND 
AIASrlll?l~ un t he  26th ot January,  a t  six o'~loc1i 111 t he  evening, at  the  
Horn Titveru. Fleet S t ree t ;  in obedieiu-e t o  vhich the  Msister of t h e  

C'ALKDONIAN LODGE, i ~ ~ ~ l o l ~ ~  others, duly attended tlie stud meeting. 

The Honourable Mr. D - - - - - as  Deputy Grand Master. J I I  t he  
Clii~ir,  begun tlie bnsiness of t h a t  night II 1tl1 reading t o  the  Hrethren a long 
memorial, in support of the new measures and ~ ~ I c O r l l i ~ ~ i l ~ l ~ l l ,  expressing his 
surprise to  hear of an opposition intended t o  be made ng.iinst the  New 
liegiilations i i~ id  Jncoriioration, and reflectiiig ver) severely 011  some piu'ticiilar 
Brethren, iiioiubei.~ of the  Gii'ai~l Lodge, partlv by nainc;, ;ird part,ly b) clesci ip- 
tion pointed a t  111 t he  said memorial.-Proper notice beiiig tiiken of the  
iinpropriety of such 1111 aclclress, t he  qiiestion \\;IS put t o  M r .  I )  - - - - -, 

On what special business tha t  meeting was called2 and \ \ha t  sanction and 
authority he  intended t o  give i t ,  or could give i t ?  t h e  lh-ethren being almo-t. 
u~iaiiiinoiii'-ily of opinion, tha t ,  a t  :1 meeting like th is .  railed by public aches- 
iisement only, without a proper summons t o  the  respect i~  e Lodges, ~pecifying 
the  business t o  be entered upon: v-itliout any licence. sippointment. leave, or 
poner from any prc~cecli~ig Grand Lodge, nothing could be concluded nhicli 
coiiltl in :iny \vay be biiidiiig on the Socic'tv 

The Deputy Grand Master then declared. Tha t  tAis meeting was called 
in consequence of a previliling report of a n  intended opposition t o  the  Ineor- 
poration fchnt Ins Grnce the Duke of H - - - - - - - . not i n t e i u l i ~ ~ g  to  
persist in :inv measure-i d i~ i~gree i ibh~  to  tlie Brethien, liiid chargecl him to  
take t h e  sense of a s  many J3retlireii as  possible on the  subject:  t h a t  he the  
Depute Grnncl JMnst~r.  t o  siive time iiiul trouble 111 qoiiig i~bon t  fro:n Luclge 
to  Lodge, for thilt purpose had caused tlie Brethren, the  \\sisters of Lodges 
to  be called together. whom he desired to  give their opinions. i n  order t o  
111:11ce his report to  the  Duke i i ( * ~ ~ r ~ l i l ~ ~ l ~ .  

The Masteis of 1,ocliy.s did not then think thrnisel\es c ~ ~ i t h o ~ i s e c l  t o  
give their sentiments :IS representatives of t h ~ i r  respective Lodges; but  
offeroil to  give tlieir opinion ;is indivicluals oiily, if t he  'Deputy Gruiicl Master 
M oulcl :~llutt it ; \I hich wils iin~iiedi;itely gr;i iitecl 11) Brother 7 )  - - - - - . 
who iiclded. t h a t  nothing done in t h a t  meeting should be looked upon :-L\ 

bind I n u o n  the  Brethren. 

Several argument ,  for and against the Incorporation were t h e n  
advanced 137 Brother D - - - - - and others;  (though more t i i ~ d i n s t  t h a n  
for i t) .  I n  ;lusher t o  some (Jiflicult~es ~vliic-h were s tar ted rebitive t o  obt:ainiiiy 
i Charter,  tin- Deputy Gr:incl Master r~pentecllv clecl.u'ei1, Thilt lie was certain 
of success, and t h a t  the  Charter might be ready in three days.-After a 
good den1 of t ime spent in debates, the  Deputy Grand Muster rose np ,  and 
said, That  seeing the  niaiority of the  Brethren were so much against a n y  
Cliartor whatsoever, t he  innttei should drop there.  and nothing more should 
be heard of i t ;  which wsis doing justice t o  the  intentions of his Grace the  
GRAND MASTER, by tt liose 11; iwtion brother  D - - - - - ;ittenrle(l . .incl 
should have finished the  business of t h a t  night,  according t o  his Grace's 
message : Notwithstanding which a motion was made. and the following 
question pu t ,  Whether a letter should no t  he drawn up,  nncl signed by as  
ina11~- of the  Brethren as r'hose to  do it. and  bent t o  the  G R A N D  MASTER, 
returning tha-nks for his Graces  intentions to  have the  Society inooiporatetl. 
proving him to  go on vi ith th is  business, and t o  lay a draught  of the  Charter 
before t h r  Ixiclges? which motion, by a n  unaccountable ii~isunrlerstanding, 
was carried by a majority in the  affirmative: and  a letter was accordingly 
drawn up by a committee, consisting of the  Grand Secretary, the  Provincial 
Grand Master for Hampshire,  the Provincial Grand Masters for London (as 



they :ire called).-However, nisiiiy Masters of Lodges prosent saw very well 

through this  las t  effort of a n  expiring, party,  who wanted to  carry their point 
a t  any rate,  and t o  mislead, by the  innocent look of the question, a former 
son-sible ina.jority against i t ;  agreeable t o  a declaration made by the  Grand 
Secretary some t ime before, t h a t  a.Ctuirter would be obtained in spite of 
their tee th;  and  were surprised, t h a t  the  very same Deputy Gri~11d blaster 
and Brethren, who, a n  hour before, had aeknowledgecl, t h a t  no business of 
the  Society could be done a t  this t ime or place, should m)\\ take upon thein- 
selves t o  approve, a t  leiist in general terms, of a n  Incorporation, and desire 
the  GRAND PIASTER L o  go o n  immediately with t h a t  bysiness; when i t  

appeared by the  Deputy Gnuid Master's cleclariition, thiit three days only 
would bo wanting t o  finish the  whole.-Those Masters, therefore, when they 

saw, a t  il meeting called on purpose by the  Duke of BICAUFOKT t o  know 
the  real sentiments of the  Brethren, t h a t  thei r  GRAND MASTER'S most 
gracious intentions were so much abused, and t h a t  endeavours were used t o  
impose upon his Grace a sham approbation of the  Charter from :I mistaken 
majority, when their real sentiments wore against i t :  when they saw my 
Lord Duke was desired t o  put  himself t o  further trouble for a n  Incorporation, 
against which not a single argument had been refuted;  they thought,  in 
justice to  the  profound respect they on od his Gri~ce of 1 3  - - - - - - - , to  their 
regard for their laws and constitution, and to  the  preserv:ition of thei r  rights, 
freedom, and liberties us Masons, they ought t o  protest against such pre- 
mature proceedings; and  the  Master of the  CALEDONFAX LODGE together 
wi th  fourteen more Masters of Lodges, signed the  following public instrument.  

To the Hoiioiir;lble (' - - - - - - D - - - - -, ICsq : 

l{ ight AVorihipful S I R ,  

Thongh, in obedience t o  a s ~ ~ m m o n s  in the  public papers, request- 
nig the attendance of all t he  Masters of regular Lodges t o  meet your 
Worship, L have ititended as  Mi~s te r  of tlio CALEDONIAN LODGE. 
No. 325. 1 take  the  liberty to  declare, Tha t  1 have appeared as a n  
~ndiviclual member of n, Lodge of blasters, held by your Worship only; 
1 therefore protest, in the  name of myself, :is blaster of the  
CALEDONIAN LODGE,  against a n y  act or  vote passing i n  th is  Lodge, 
which may in the  least affect the freedom, liberty, or i~idepencle~~cc of 
the Society. This I think iiecess:ii~j- t o  do, not only in my own naiiie. 
but in tin) name of all who please to adhere thereto.  

IxJiulon, 26lli Jtiniiiiry 1769. 

'Ihis protest \KM piiblicl,~ read :itid signed in the  Lodge: and before 
the closing of it, offered by tlie said 3l:ister of tlie CALKDONIAN L O D G K  
to  the  Deputy Griiiicl M r t ~ t e ~  in ;I public ~ i i : in i~e r ,  who pc-'remptorily refused 
acceptance of i t  ; whereupon the I.ioclge was closed. 

O n  1~'ebrii:ii"y the  6th.  a t  the monthly meeting ol t he  said CALE- 
DONIAN LODGE, a report was made of t h e  unprecedented proceedings i n  
the  said extraordinary ~ueetinu;;  and, af ter  due c'onsicleration. i t  was 
u n a n i i ~ i ~ i ~ s l y  resolved and ordered, Tha t  i l  Cuvpat sliould be entered against 
the  Tnc'orponition, in one of the  public offices through which i t  must. pass; 
and nliicli the  llrethren of the  ~ i ~ i d  Loclge thought they had a right t o  do, 
on the  following considerations, submitted t o  every i ~ p a r t ~ i a l  Hrother and 
honest man.  

l s t ,  B y  t11~- law of the  land, which gives a right t o  the  i ~ ~ e i ~ i e ~ t  of h i s  
Majesty's subjects t o  be heard by council, against any g ran t  i n  agitation, 
whereby he may think himself iniurecl, or his liberty or h i s  freedom in the  
least affected. I t  is inclcwl no favourable prospect for a Charter,  if t he  mere 
idea of i t  ~ h o u l d  i~lreiulv thus  intoxicate u s  with such a11 iinaginnry power, 



as  to  pretend to fly in the  face of the  laws of the  realm. and t o  rob the  
subjects, under the  pompous title of F r ee  iiud 4ccwted, of one of thei r  
noblest birthrights,  which, in the  rase now before I I M ,  (if t he  Society was 
incorporated), would litterally happen. 

2~11~7, By the  laws o f  Masons; because they must never interfere with 
the l i i ~ i ~  of tlie land, a n d  1)eciuise there is no law in- regulation 111 tlie 
Constitution-book on which the case in question can he tried. They there- 
fore are  ignorant on what pretence their Constitution is t o  be taken away, 
except i t  is  done i n  a despotic, arbitrary, and unmasonic manner :  for  t h e  
Brethren of t h e  CALEDONIAN LODGE, by entering the  said Caveat,  did 
not counteract any vote or resolution of tlio Grand Lodge or Committee of 
Ch:irity ; for the  meeting of the 26th of January  (in consequence of which 
the  Caveat was entered) was neither;  i t  being an illtbgal meeting. without 
either power or authority,  and us such it was allowed; besides this.  t h e  
Master of the  CALEDONIAN LODGE. for himself, and  in  behalf of the  
Brethren, protested against the proceedings of t h a t  night.  in manner a s  
above related; and the  Hrethren of the  said Lodge repeat protesting against 
i t ,  and against any use being made of any th ing  done, voted. or declared 
there,  to  prejudice them in the  cause now depending; and  against the i r  
Master 's  being made answerable for iinv th ing which passed there,  except his 
priviitc behaviour as  a n  incl iviclii<il of the  congregation then assembled. 

3d ly  By the  laws of reason; for if tliose Brethren who wished t o  
encourage t h e  Charter were permitted by le t ter  t o  desire tlie GRAND 
PIASTER, t o  ~ ~ r o c e e d  in t h a t  business, (though the  consideration of t h e  same 
had never been regularly submitted t o  the  Society i n  Grand Lodge assembled), 
surely those Brethren who differed from them in opinion had a n  equal r igh t  
t o  enter  thei r  protest ag:iinst such i i  proceeding: b u t  the  letter of encourage- 
iiient was countenanced iincl received by the  Deputy Grand Master ;  a n d  the  
protest on the  other side was absolutely refused t o  be taken notice of.-They 
leave it t o  the  brethren t o  determine, whether the  conduct of the  Hoiiouralile 
^Fr. 1) - - - - - on this occasion was ~ a r f i a J  or  z~r~ptwticil; ;uul, af ter  th i s  
tre;it,inont, wh:lt other method the  l lrethren, \\l10 had hiurn thus  t reated,  could 
pursue, b u t  t o  p u t  in a Cuveat t o  these unclerliand-proceedings, where-ever 
they could, and  where-ever they had a right t o  do i t  a s  men, af ter  they had 
been, in  so arbi t rary  a manner, refused t o  do i t  a s  Alasoiis. 

4tliIy, J3y t he  laws of prudence: The Deputy Gnnid Master has often 
declared, t h a t  tlie Charter might be ready upon three  days notice :-the 
Brethren of tlic CALEDONIAN LODGE a r ~  not so very ignorant of tlie 
nature  of a Char ter ,  or the  menus and  requisite's of procuring oiie, b u t  tlipy 
know t h a t  i t  is morally impossible t h a t  this business ciin Le hurried through 
t h e  different offices in such a short space of t ime :  therefore. if there is a n y  

meaning in the  Deputy Grand blaster 's  advances, (and their great  respect 
forbids them t o  th ink otherwise), common souse directed them t o  believe, t lnit  
a great  p a r t  of the  formalities inust already have been gone th rough :  and  
though they could not well recognise this great  forwardness of the  Char ter  
with the  long (leli~v of thp rough (lr~niglit  of i t  brine; laid before t hem,  yet such 
was thei r  confidence in the  Deputy G r i ~ ~ i ~ l  Muster, t h a t  the  l3retl1ren did not  
in t h e  least doubt of his assurances, and  t h a t  the  business went on npar'e, 
after the  encouraging letter of the  26th of J a n u a r y :  and therefore thought  
i t  most prudent  t o  stop it,. before i t  might  be too la te  for either men o r  
Masons t o  do it.-However, they do not intpnd thereby t o  hinder the  Society 
from having a Charter,  if i t  should be regularly proposed, fairly canvassed. 
and agreed upon by the  majority of the  Society t o  accept of one, in Com- 
imttee of Charity or  Qiiarterlv Coinn~unication, a s  our laws direct in  cases of 
moment, when they shall be very willing t o  withdraw the  Cavent. 



A t  the  Committ*ee of Chanty the  24th of lq'ebruiiry, the  Deputy Grand 
Master.  without having sen t  any particular summons t o  the  CALEDONIAN 
LODGE,  before tlie 3Iaster of it was prc-sent, and  a t  the very beginning of 
the  evening, thought proper t o  impeach the  sa id  Lodge for entering the  above 
Caveat, in such terms :is, had tliey come oven from any private Brother,  must 
have greatly prejudiced the  Brethren against t h e  said Lodge, before they had 
an  opportunity of justifying themselves : how infinitely more then must such 
iw accusation do i t ,  when delivered from the  chair by t h e  Deputy Grand 
Master ! who, they humbly conceive, a s  such, was fiiclge, a n d  ought ra ther  t o  
have been the  ai lwcnir  for than  the accuser of the  offending brethren :-The 
sum and substancc of it wns, Tha t  for such a daring a n d  u'lijustifiable act  
a s  M r .  1) - - - - - wns pleased to call it) he would move t o  have the  Con- 
stitiition taken from the  lAodge, rind every Hrotlier who signed tlio Cti,vc<if 

by name e v c l t e d  t he  Society, in which he hoped t o  be supported by stlicb 
bi ethren I 11 tlie next Qu;i rterly Cornmu nicaiioii. S 

A t  the  Quarterly Communication the  28th of February, immediately 
af ter  the  Li^s rehitiug t o  Hie behav lour of the  Masons in the  Grand Lodge 
were read. without any fur ther  summons t o  the  CALEDONIAN LODGE, 
without their representatives bring i i i  t he  least called upon t o  answer any- 

th ing laid to  their chsirge, and  without further oiitering into the  muse, the  
J e p u t y  Grand Muster Brother I) - - - - - painted the  fsict in the  blackest 
manner possible. nnel redly  moved for the  annihilation of their Constitution, 
a n d  the  expulsion of such iiion'ibt~rs froill tlie iSociety as  had signed the  h ~ u t  ; 

and thus  passed sentence, or  a t  lcnst <l 'u . fa t~d tin1 most severe punishment, 
instructed and p r r j i ~ ~ i i c e d ,  t he  iiiry, before the  par ty  was hea rd ;  and  had i t  
not been for t h e  early attendance of the  Master and Wardens, and  the  
brotherly support  of some dignified Rrethren, ncqnaintod with the  purity of 
the intention of t h e  accused, their Constitution would liavo been talie11 awav, 
a n d  they cu t  off from so lioiiour:il~le i i  Society, before they knew they had :my 
th ing  t o  answer f o r ;  such being the influence of the  Cli:iir, thnL i t  was  even 
with some difficulty tlicy were sillowed tlie benefit of an  express law i n  the  
Constitution-book, arcoi~ding t o  ~vhicli all corn phi i nts :ire t o  be reduced into 
writing a t  one Committee of Charity,  and the  parties rogularly summoned for 
the  next -The motion bei~iu, 111:1dr, Whet h e r  I h i s  :ifl':l ir should hp laid brfore 
t h e  Committee of Charity or  next Quarterly Communication, (the Prosecutor 
being for the  la t ter ,  and  t h e  defendants for the  former), the question was 
carried for the- Quarterly Conuniincation by a i n a ~ o r i t y ~  where i t  will come on 
next meeting and whore, if t he  Deputy Gr;incl Master Brother D - - - - -, 

who lias publicly declared liimsc~ll' in this cause the  I ' ~ ' i i s~mi tw ,  cinises to  act  
his p a r t  again so masterly a s  lie did last Quarterly Coinnriniication by speaking 
t o  and  supporting every siry~iineiit on his side of ilie question. :ind iiiterrupt- 
ing every one speukiiig ag:iinst i t  : i f ,  by the  liolcling up of hands for it, lie, 
with his new-created Provincial Grand 31:isters for London, will f i r 4  sway his 
hand with loud linnza's, and,  during the  holding 111) of Lands for tlie contrary: 
he  wil l  again enter ta in  t h e  Brethren with his fours of their mistaking the  
quest ion ; or if lie will again refuse to  pu t  a. question properly moved, 
seconclecl, and called for from ; i l l  corners of the  room, for fear of i t s  l~c ing  
carried agamst  his inclinations :-if all this should l i a p ~ e n  again, as i t  did in 
the  liist. Quarterly Coinmm~ica. t~on,  ;ind tlie CALl~~DONTAN LODGE should, 
hy t h a t  moans, be voted ou t  of the  list. t h e  Brethren thereof will a t  least have 
some re:isons l o  excuse the  niist0:ilcen zeal of a misled majority, a n d  the  siitis- 
faction t o  know, t h a t  t h e  blame of such an unbrotherly act  cannot properly 
he laid t o  t h e  charge ol' t he  body of :I Society, which they over have revered, 
;iud ever shall Nor a re  they without hopes, thn t  tlie st,rict acllierence to  
candour a n d  eriuity m-hicli tlie J3rethren i11 general have hitlierto so nianifrstly 
shewn in nil other cases, will pror0iire them t h a t  just ice (lue to  tlie uprightness 



of their acts and intt~ntions,  notwithstaiicling tlie great  disadvantage t h e y  
labour under,  by their (-h ief .fsn,iIf/r and I ' r o t c r t o ~ *  being turned tlioir Prosccv- 
t o r ;  as  it is certain thiit Mr .  I) - - - - - Ims resolved upon their ru in ,  :incl 
looks 11pon tlieir f a t e  :is already decided : for \ \ h a t  other reasons cilii be given 
for t reat ing thei r  relirrsentatives vitli tlie greatest  disdnin in  open Q ~ i ~ r t e r l ~  
Comiuiiiiicatioii, where he said.  tha t  lie ( lcs /~/ .s f~t l  tlioiii a-nd refused t o  receive 
tlie memorial offered him in behalf of this Lodge, t o  the  great concern of all  
tlie Brethren, who think tl~t~mselves intitled to stand innocent in  the  opinion 
of their judges until  they slli~ll be convicted by t h e  Brethren of the  cr ime 
laid t o  their chin-go. 

Tliey a re  in goiieriil concerned to  linie iitiliiio~iiigly incurred the  Deputy 
Griiiid Master's displeilsure to  a degree hitherto unlietird of in  Masoiiry ; :ind 
the  1il iLliY material errors in Ins very a ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i l t i ~ l i  make them believe, he  must 
have the  knowledge of the  Caveat merely fnun hearsay, and  a re  therefore a t  
a loss to know, how lie possibly could, consistent with his acknowledgecl 
wisdom, without the least direct inquiry. which Hie Krethren of the  said 
CALKDONFAN LODGE would have readily satisfied, and  without any proofs. 
or certainty.  so :11~solntely resolve upon  the  ruin  of a I-oclgi*, so respec't:ible a t  
home a n d  abro:id, so loyal t o  the' Grsmd blaster ancl his officers. so generous 
in  support of the fund of cliaritv. and so inde fa t ignb l~  zealous for the  welfare- 
ol-' the  Craf t ,  oven i~dmit t i l lg  the eiiteiiiig of t h : ~ t .  (!(ivc.iil' (which Mr .  
I )  - - - - - himself lias declared no ways hurt ful  or prejudicial t o  the  
intended measures) t o  lie s11c'li a 1i:iinous crime :is lie li:is been i~~cliic-t>d t o  
believe it. 

, The uninerited lini-cl trentiiieiit t he  Ilretliren of the  CALEDONIAN 
TA~DGT'~ have met with of Into, would be an apology for  onlargiiig upon this  
subject, itil~l representing every transaction in :I s tronger light : but  they will 
always avoid milking any more reflectintis iipon the  conduct of thei r  superiors, 
tliaii ;ire absoliitt~ly necessary to justify tli(~inselvt~s in tlie eyes of the  whole 
Society: or  if th is  a t tempt  should be thonglit too bold, :ind thry  slioulcl f;i.il 
in i t  through the  powerful influence of dignity and ti t les;  yet they hope the- 
most sensible pa r t  of the  Fraterni ty  will not th ink them deserving the  piinish- 
ment wherewith they a r e  threatened. and,  if over-ruled, pity their rase.-They 
mean still t o  entertain due rosp~c t  to authority,  i:onviiice(l that. tlie Deputy 
Grancl Master will soon see through the  mean, selfish. and  despicable a r t s  of 
evil designers to  Masonry in gener:il, and i n ~ e t ~ e r a t e  enemies t o  the  ('ALE- 
DONIAN LODGE in particiilnr, wlio endeavour i o  l i ~ n l i ~  them despised by 
t h ~ i r  Noble Chief and his Deputy.  by misrepresenting fncts. by perverting 
words and sentiments, ancl painting, i n  the  most odious colours, every s tep 
taken to preserve the  ancient constitutioi'i, freedom, and  incle~ieiideii(~y of. 
t he  Society from a total  destruction, 

The Afemot- id  referred t o  i n  the opening p a r a g r a p h  of th i s  (,!nsc was  
s ~ ~ b s e q u e n t l y  p r i ~ i t e d  fo r  c i r c u I : i t i o ~ ~ ,  together wi th  a11 11it~rodt1~:tiori a n d  i i  so~ i i e -  
what  l eng thy  Pos tc r ip t ,  ns follows : - 

(As t he  affiiirs of A'rasoiiry liavo hitherto. for the  most p;irt; been determined 
in :in amicuhle milliner within the  walls of the  Grand Lodge, the  Brethren of the  
CALEDONIAN LODGE are  heartily sorry, t h a t ,  by some la te  arbi t rary  inea-nres. such 
fraternal and harmonious cleteniiinations a re  a t  present rendered a l i a o l ~ t ~ l ~  impract ic- 
able.-At the  last Quarterly Cotnn-ninication tlie TSretliren of the  s:iicl Lorlgt1 presontecl 
the  following Memorial, in the  humble expectation tha t  the  siil1ie would be read in  t l i e  
Grand Lodge, and deliberated upon by t h e  Ttrethren, a s  i t  contained nothing but  re- 
marks for the  good of the  Society in geeiii.~r:il ; hu t  they vere  greatly surprised t o  find it 
absolutely refused, a n d  they tlierobv deprived of tlieir undoubted privilege oi offering 
what occurred t o  them l'or the  benefit of the  Fraterni ty .  As  t4he Bretlhren of t h ~  
CALEDONTAN LODGIC hnve ever studied the welfare of Hie Crrift. and nlw:iys wish' 



t o  preserve tlie Society from innovations, especially when these endanger it's very 
existence, by a n  almost total  resolution of i t s  ancient form of governinent, they have 
resolved t o  lay their rejected Memorial before the  Brethren i n  the i r  several Lodges, and 
only wish them t o  receive i t  with the  same degree of brotherly sincerity and affection 
with which i t  is offered.) 

M E M 0 1 1 I A L  
of the  

CALEDONIAN LODGE, 
No. 325. 

held a t  the  HALF-MOON Tavern, CHEAPSIDL. 
14 iunbly i ~ ~ l i l r e ~ ~ t i d  t o  t h e  AI ost Worshipful the Griind Jbister o l  .^l iisons, 
the  Kiglit Worshipful Deputy Grand Master, and t h e  Members of the  

Grain! Loclge, in (Juiirterly Co~i~i~~i'iiiiciition assembled. 

Right Worshipful Silt, and Brethren, 
The intended New Slegulations and Incor~~or.ztion ;wo, in our opinion. of so 

dangerous a nature  to t h e  Society of Free and Accepted Masons, t h a t  \\G. relving on 
your gracious promihe, tlitit every member should Imve ;l r ight  t o  c'ornplaiii to your 
Grace about innovations, th ink it our cluty to lay before your Gr;ice. tincl all the  
Brethren, those considerations winch h i~ ide r  us froin accepting your Graces  intended 
geiierous otter, ;md t'uiiciirring U ith other Lodges in  tlie pursui t  of i t .  

The Incorporation being the  chief object on which till t he  other New Regulations 
and Taxations depend, we sliall make it oii~. first care to shew p11r Grace and the  
l3rethren the  inconsistency of an Incorporation of .Masons. and  the  dangerous effects i t  
would have on the  C'rutt i n  g e l ~ ~ r i t l ,  :md the fund of Charity in  particiilar; tind sifter- 
wards prove in a s  few words u s  possible, how unueresiary many of those New R e g ~ l i i -  
tioiis are,  and how odious the  name of a, taxation is amongst :L body which calls itself 
free. 

Of \\\\at utility an hicorporntiou would be t o  the  Society of Masons. tlin Brethren 
of the  CALEDONIAN LODGE a re  a t  ti, loss t o  k n o w .  I t  is  i ippare~i t ,  t h a t  Masoiiry 
never shone with a. brighter aspect ;  vast numbers sire yearly associated 111 every part 
of tlie globe t o  t h a t  free body; i t  owes i t s  being a t  present so extensive t o  i t s  freedom; 
am1 would inevitably decay in a short t ime, if, by being incorporated, the members of 
tho Society f a r  removed from this  metropolis (where, in our opinion, the  Incorporation 
ought to  centre) should be subject t o  laws only consistent with the  custom and forms of 
government of this country, a n d  perhaps entirely opposite t o  their usages. besides, if 
amy util i ty accrues from being incorporated, which they a re  f a r  from thinking, i t  is 
only appropriated for t h e  benefit of the  Lodges held in London and i ts  suburbs: as i t  
certainly is a mat ter  of no coiisecjiieuce to  a Lodge a t  Amsterdam, Berlin, Frankfort ,  or 
Calcutta,  whether tlic inli:ibitants of London enjoy some privileges attached t o  a n  
Jncorponition, of which they have no idea, and  which tliey should n o t  e \en wish t o  
partake. B u t  it is evident to all the  world, t h a t  Incorporations a r e  detrimental and 
prejudicial, witness the  flourishing t rade of Liverpool, Birmingham, and  ^M anchester, 
and foreign ports, where n o  assiicuitioiis ase allowed, and  every ono enjoys the full 
exertion of his native freedom, compared with the  Iaiiguishing commerce of those towns 
whore t rade is confinecl tqo iin united body. 

I t  has been alleged. in support  of tlie Charter,  t h a t  legacies may and ss111 be 
left t o  nil iucor] iora t~<l  body, ~ X C C C ) I . ~ ~ T I ~  t o  the laws: bu t  why cannot they be loft as well 
t o  a society not incorporated? surely several hospitals, ant1 other public charities, a r e  
not incorporated; and  ye t  daily experience proves, what vas t  sums a re  left to  those 
associatioiis of individuals. 

The advantage which may be resiped from suing and being sued, they cannot 
conceive: they never litid as yet a n y  oeriisioii for i t ,  ;ind hope they never will. If the  
Grand Treasurer should prove deficient in  refunding t h e  capital in his hands, yen can 

prosecute him in law when incorporated; b u t  if he tincl liis sureties should be unable 



t o  pay. the  Society, though provicleil with a Charter,  might losc i t s  capital : B u t  t h e  
manlier in  which t h a t  capital  is a t  present secured, or perlisips some other more con- 

venient method which might be fallen upon. leaves no room t o  fear any such danger. 
They think an Incorporation inconsistent with tlie mere idea of being a f ree  

Society. in three several respects, 1st. As i t  lays tlie same, :tnd sill even i ts  greates t  
mysteries, under the  inspection of government: for they believe nobody so presumptuous 
a s  t o  imagine, t h a t  his M a j e s t ~  or tlie ministry would g ran t  a Char ter  t o  a body which 
i rc tends  to have unknown mysteries. without being minutely informed whether those 
mysteries arc" 111 :lily sliiipi/ pre~iiclicisi l t o  tlie est;il)lislied fonn  of government in  church 
a n d  s ta te .  Zdly, As the  nwd Incorporation iiii]~lies a t rade,  a r t ,  or i)rofessioii, by 
which a set of people earn thei r  maintenance; whereas i t  is well known t h a t  F r e e  
Masons are, of all professions, and Masonry, only cemented by friendship, without any 
views of lucre; profit, or gain.  3clly, As i t  intitles t o  the  same privileges with the-. 
native or naturalized inhabitants of this country, foreigners who, by the laws of t h e  
land, are  debarred from the  enjoyment of the  said privileges 

They imagine i t  t o  be in  i i  manner impossible; because the  benefit (if any) 
arising from a n  Incorporation will (as already hinted) be confined t o  the  inhabitants 
of this metropolis, and  all t he  other 3tasons r o ~ i d i n g  in dis tant  places, cannot be 
imagined willing t o  contribute,  ~ i o t  for the  good of the  F r a t e r n i h  111 goneral. not  for  
the  relief of poor or distressed 13rcthren in particular,  certiiinly t h e  only motive of 
thei r  former free donations, b u t  merely for the  vain-glory and parade of a few 
individuals, (the extent of Masonry considered), or  n t  best for a shining lustre t o  t h e  
London Lodges. I n  this manner the  universiility of Masonry will be destroyed, t h e  
strong t ie  ol' friendship broken, and every Lodge, even in a n d  nbont th is  metropolis. 
not directly dependent on the  Grand Lodge, or receiving sonic benefit 13y the  Incorporn- 
t ion. will. i f  not inst-:~ntly. a t  least in  time, throw off all :illegiance t o  the  GRAND 
MASTRH. ;ill correspmi~lence wit11 tlie Quarterly Communication. ;incl be a separate  
body of itself: or, assoc*ia.liing with oilier Lodges under the  snine circii~~istsinces, form 
a ne\v set of Masons, independent of the  present Grand Lodge ,  t o  the  groat detriment 
of the  same. 

Ail Incorporation, they a re  morally certain,  will be of the most dangerous 
consequence to  the  fund ol' Charity,  as  the obt, i , i~ii~ig of a Cliarter will come a t  least 
t o  L.500; and how t o  procure sue11 a s'u111 they do not know, unless by touching t h e  
same fund,  entirely appropriated for a much  nobler end, and eonsecriited to the  relief 
of the  distressed. 

The New Regulations chiefly consisting in taxations,  they think i t  not a g rea t  
difficulty t o  show your Grace siiicl the  Members nf the Gr;t.iid Lodge. (Llie inutil i ty,  
inconsistency. impossibility, and ~1:inger of file Charter Lei~i";lei~~onstrated). how 
unnecessary and odious they are. 

The Krethren of the  CALEDONIAN LODGE think them unnecess:u-v, as they 

hope, (tlie reason for which they were intended being removed), the  Society s tands  i n  
no need of such :I snpply : besides, Ititherto, every th ing concerning 3l:isonry has been 
transacted with tlie groiitest harmony and decorum : t he  fund of Charily has  yearly 
increased, and not a single well-deserving Brotlipr in distress has met N it11 t h e  least 
iÂ¥efiisa of assistance on proper application Why t~hen a n  imposition of taxes a t  the  
same time. \vhm a n  application for a voluntary subscription is made? Why a iioii~i~lii- 
t ion for Provincial Grand Masters, i n  London, when we meet under the  immediate 
inspection mid protection of your Grace. or your Deputy? Who can, with any ground 
or reason, suppose t h a t  a set  of men hitherto free from all taxes. (except such a s  ilre 
necessai to  defray the  expences of their private meetings), will cheerfully submit t o  
taxations hitherto unknown,  and a t  the  same time generously make free donations? 
tlie la t ter  will, we suspect, be bu t  of very li t t le consequeiieo. And what r igh t  u n  
incorporated body in London has t o  t a x  even Lodges in country-towns, not  to  speak of 
those in foreign countries. we cannot guess. They may be threatened with the  loss 
of thei r  Constitution; bu t  being initiated in t i l l  t he  niystt3ri~s of Masonry, and when 
they ci~ii  shelter under other Constitutions, they M ill 1101 lily great  *tress upon such 



menaces, and,  we fear,  if too rudely attacked, really separate t1iemselve.s. The Lodges 
thou remaining under your Grace's protection will find the  burthen too heavy, follow 
the  example se t  them, and.  in t ime, few will rcllliiin t o  answer for a debt too rashly 
contracted, and never payable. 

Upon the  whole, we humbly illtreiit the Right Worshipful GRAND MASTER. 
:ind Brethren, to  take the  above reasons into consideration, candidly weigh their import, 
and  by revoking the  proceedings of the  Committee and Quarterly Communication of 
the 2lst ,  24t11, and 28th of October last, preserve the  Society from the  danger which a t  
present threatens i t .  

By Order of tlie LODGE, 
p - - - - -  11 - - - - - - Secretary. 

POSTSCRIPT 
As tlie several Lodges in this metropolis luive now tho plan of the  intended 

Charter under thei r  consideration, the  Brethren will be enabled t o  jtidge what r n i ~ ~ 1 1 t y  
advantages will accrue t o  the  Society from its being incorporated, and  whether these 
advantages will in any degree compensate for the  disturbance and  animosity i t  has  
already oc-easioned 111 t he  Fraterni ty .  n o t  t o  mention the  danger of losing some of t h e  
most respectable Lodges i n  th is  city, who have already remonstrated against such an 
unnecessary proceeding, and  will undoubtedly secede in case it should be carried into 
execution. The Brethren of the  CALEDONIAN LODGE, however, ;ire ut~willnig to  
slip this opport~uiiity of making some observations on t h e  address iind letter t l ia t  
accompany the said plan, and  on the  new and unprecedented manner of collecting t h e  
votes of the constituent members of tin* Grand Lodge. 

The address, (which is signed by the Right  Worshipl'nl Deputy Grand J\J;ister), 
bcgins with a profession of his :ittention t o  tlie real interests of tlie Society, :uul of 
his intention of restoring it t o  its primitive lustre. l i e  believe t h a t  this attention of 
la te  has been less directed t o  the  real t han  to  the  riled interests of the  Cra f t ;  and we 
cliafy even tlie most intelligent Urothcr, lie who is best acqusiiiitecl with our annals, t o  
mention any period in w lncli wo slionc nit11 ~ ( ~ i i t e r  lustru : When were w e  more 
numerous, more universally spread o ~ e r  tlio face of the  globe, or more nobly patronized 
by the  illustrious and great ,  than we a re  a t  this d a y ?  and all th is  without the  aid of 
a R o ~ a l  Charlei .  'We are  sorry t o  find tlisit the Deputy Grand Master could be induced 
to  lend his name t o  any assertion calculated to mislead the  ignorant and  uimary. Will 
any Mason of common sence believe, t h a t  the  Society, regulated as  i t  is a t  t ins day, 
Ims suffered such a vigourous exertion ol superior !lower. a s  is t l i e r ~  nlledged^ 'l'he 
least applic~ation t o  tlic history o f  the  C"r:iit contained in  our book of constitutions will 
shew the foundation of, and  a t  the  same time obviate this assertion. And we believe 
i t  will he difficult t o  condescend on any instance of the  Society being disturbed in their 
associations for want  of legal :inlliority since the  year 1716, the  earliest period of our 
nioeting under the  sanction of :L Grand Lodge, t h a t  \ve can write of witli :IIIY certainty.  
I f  th is  be the  case .  its i t  certainly is, U P  rnny confidently deny the  util i ty of such a 

charter,  a t  this t ime. without incurring the  imputation of being void of candor and 
integrity. Hefore finishing this  article, we beg leave to  remind the  Depiity ( i r a ~ l d ,  
t h a t  though the  l3rotliren thought  themselves obliged t o  thei r  Noble Pa t ron  for h i s  
kind intention, yet his generous otter cliil not give t h a t  universal joy lie is pleased t o  
insinuate. 

How keen the  promoters of this 1,l.in sire t o  hurry  i t  into exerntion, is evident 
from the new and unheard of method of votiiig which they have invented, in direct 
opposition t o  a n  express law in t h e  ~~ l~sLi tu t io l~ -boo l i ,  which says; t h a t  all votes shall 
be collected by each person holding u p  one of his Iiiinds, which, if tlie division should 

be doubtful. a re  t o  be counted by the  (Srniid TV:n-dons. Resides this,  i t  counteracts 
smother of our ancient laws, by which the  Stewards Lodge- is intitled to twelve votes 
iii the  Grand Lodge; whereas, by this new n~ode  of voting, i t  is only considered as a 
roiiimon Lodge, and by t h a t  means deprived of no less t h a n  nine votes. However, t he  
intention of it is easily seen throiigh ; t he  promoters of Lliis p lan ,  being well apprixed 

t h a t  the  Stewards l~iclge disapproves of their prorcedings, a re  willing t o  cu t  off all  



possible opposition to a measure which they ilre determined to rsirry into execution, in 
spite of all reasoning, and the most solid argunients : nay, they have taken care t o  

leave room for neither of these, by demsindiiig only a simple affirmation or negative; 
by which means the riglit of representatives is taken away; so that hereafter we shall 
have 110 occasion for :L fair convassi ng in ($iliu'terly Communic:itions ; when siny thing 
of consequence to the Society is in agitation, the Musters of tin- several lodges hiire 
no more t o  do than collert the opinions of the majority of their Lodges, which they 
transmit by letter t o  the Grand Secretsiry, who presents it t o  t h e  Deputy Grand Master, 
and he to the ltight Worshipful Grand Master, whose single authority may hereafter 
(by a n  equal stretch of power) be thought sufficient to give such re~olut~ion the sanction 
of a. law. Such are thr proceedings of our new Ileformers. Hut i t  is hoped, the 
Brethren will take more time than is a t  present allowed them, maturely to deliberate 
upon ;ui affair  of so intic-h coiisequenre to the Society i n  general. 

As the Caledonian Lodge Memorial and Case are somewhat lengthy 
documents, an  at tempt to summarise the arguments against Incorporation, and 
tlie alleged grounds of complaint, may prove accept able to readers. 

1.  That Incorporation was inconsistent w i t h  the 11;iture of a Society denorninat.ed 
' Free." 

2 .  That Incorporation was iniippropriate t,o ;i Society composed of men of all 
trades and professions. 

3.  That Incorporation would necessitate the exposure of all masonic secrets. 

4. That Incorporatiop would result in members of the Society of foreign 
nationality ncquiring rights and privileges in this country denied to 
foreigners. 

5. That Incorporation, intended primarily for the benefit of Lodges in  and 
around London, would impose upon Lodges abroad rules and regula- 
tions inappropriate to them by reason of their locution. 

6.  That Triide flourished most in those centres of industry where the workers 
were not incorporated. 

7 .  That the leg21 effect of Incorporation in connection with the ownership of 
property would prove no more i~dvant~agcons than the existing method 
of vesting property in trustees. 

8. That the acquisition of the right to sue and to be sued in a corporate name 
would not prove beneficial to the Society. 

9. That the cost of Incorporation was prohibit'ive, and would invite misapplica- 
tion of the Pund of Charity. 

10. That an incorporated Society quartered in  London would possess no right to 
impose t a ~ a t ~ i o n  upon Lodges sitluat8ed abroad. 

11. That the universality of the Craft, would be jeopardised with the consequent 
risk of secession. 

1. The meeting held on January  26th, 1769, was unconstitutional for the 
following reasons : - 
(a) tlie meeting was convened a t  one day's notice published in the 

Press ; 

(b) the meeting was confined to Grand Officers and Masters of Lodges; 

(c) notice of the business tlo be discussed had not been given ; 
(d) the method of voting was contrary to the established practice. 



2 .  The conduct of the Deputy Grand Master who presided a t  this and a t  sub- 
sequent meetings was biased, particularly in the following respects:- 

(a) after the majority of those present on January  26th had expressed 
disapproval of the  proposed Incorporation, the Deputay Grand 
Master, by deliberately confusing the  issue, induced the meeting 
to agree to  a letter being addressed to the Grand blaster praying 
him to proceed with the execution of his plans; 

(11) the Deputy Grand Master declined to receive a formal written 
protest, signed by the blasters of fifteen Lodges, and tendered 
to him a t  this meeting; 

(c) the Deputy Grand Master sought to take disciplinary action against 
the  Caledonian Lodge wit*hout giving the Lodge an  opportunit'y 
of being heard in its own defence. 

It was also argued by the Caledonian Lodge:- 

1. That ,  apart from the question of Incorporation, the financial proposals were 
unnecessary in  tha t ,  if additional charitable funds were needed, a n  
appeal for voluntary contributions was likely t'o prove more effective 
than a compulsory levy. 

2. Tliat no need had iirisell for the appointment of l'rovincial Grand blasters 
in London, where 1~0dges met under the immediate inspection of tqhe 
Grand Master and his Deputy. 

The consideration of these various arguments is postponed in order to avoid 
interruption of the narrative. 

The official account of this dispute with the  Caledonian Lodge is thus 
recorded in the JMinutes of the Committee of Charity and of Grand Lodge. I t  
will be observed that  there is no official record in  either set of Minutes of the 
irregular meeting held on Jiiiinary 26th, 1769 :- 

Committee of Charity. 
Connnittoc- Meeting l lorn in Fler t  St reet  

Fr iday 24 February 1769. 
Present 

The Honb'0. Cha". Dillnn D.G.AI. as  G.N.  
11,owltin~l 1 felt l4>sq1. S.G.W. as D.G.11 .  
Ricliiircl 11 ipley .Ksql . 13.S.G.W. as S.G.W. 
Peter  Eclwards E:?ql. P.S.G.W. as .J.G.\V. 
Thou. D iiiickerley Esqr. 13.G.M. 
James Galloway Esq". P . G . M .  
J. J .  De Vignolos Escjr. P . G . M .  
Rowland Kerkeley Esql'. G.T. 
Thomas French G.S. 
Thon. Dyne G.S.  15. 

(tofjetlier n:ith. t,/ie rcpre.se~~tut;ves of 67 Lodaes ,  
i.ncln<lin(i tli c Ndxtcr <if tli c (J(~l(v/oni(in Lodqe) 

The Deputy Grand Master acquainted the Committee, tha t ,  t o  his very 
g rea t  surprise, lie was  informed, tlie C'aledoiiinii Lodge. No 325, held a t  the  
Half Moon Tavern, Clieapside. had; in express violation of t h a t  allegiance 

due t o  the  Grand Lodge, entered a Caveat in the  Attorney Generals Office, 
with the  ungenerous view o f  opposing t h a t  noble intention of onr Giand 
Master, in having the  Society incorporated, and t h a t ,  before the  said Lodge, 
or iiny other, h:id been nciI~iaintecl with the plan. His Worship, 
convinced t h a t  so arbi t rary  :ind illegal ;l proceeding could result only from 
the  spir i t  of p ( ~ ~ + t ! /  and f a d i o ' t i .  and  knowing these t o  be inconsistent with 
the  established end of our Insti tution, did impoach the  said Lodge, the  same 
being an  insult, not  only on the  (iriind Master, but  the  whole Craft .  



Grand Lodge. 
28 Fe11r11~1ry 1769 (Tim D . G . M .  i n  the Chair) , 

The Caledonian Loilrn- No. 325 held sit the  Half IVloon Tavern Cheapside 
having bren impeached by the  11.G.hl. of entering a Caveat in  the  Attorney 
Gener:ils Oilice t o  oppose the  Incorporation of t h e  Society, it was proposed & 
agreed t o  t h a t  the  Consideration of this Affair be deferred i o  next  
Communication. 

The three  following Lodges presented to the  R igh t  Worshipful G . M .  
Meinon:) Is aga insb the  Iticorporatiou, Viz. 

No. 26 held a t  the  St. Alban, St. Allinn Street ,  
NI). 70 Stewards Lodge, held a t  the  Horn Tavern 1 1 1  Kleet Street .  
Nu. 313 Roy:~l Lodge, held a t  the  Thutch'cl ho8. Tavrl. St. James'  St. 

28 April 1769. 
The Alost Noble & R*. Worshipful 
Henry Somerset DTTK K of BEAU FORT 

1 G . M .  

The Honoral~le  Charles Dillon D.G.M. 
Tin; Impeachment laid by the  D.(; M. against the  Caledonian Lodge 

No. 32.5 for entering a Caveat against the  Incorporation was taken into 
Corisidor;ition a n d  the  Brethren being of Opinion t h a t  th is  Lodge had been 
guilty of ;l g rea t  Offence against the  Society by presuining t o  oppose the  
resoliitions of the  Grand Lodge a Motion w;zs made and the question p u t  
for its being erased ou t  of the List of Lodges: b u t  on Dror. E. G &hillor 
Master of the  said Loclgo publickly asking pardon in name of himself & his 
Lodge, the  Offence was forgiven. 

Prior to  the meeting of Gr:ind Lodge held 0 x 1  April 28th, 1769, a printed 
letter was circulated to all Lodges by the Grand Secretary. This letter set out 
the  full text of the proposed Royal Charter, and concluded with Voting Forms 
for the use of 1,odges. A copy of this docun~ent~ is preserved in our Loclge 
Library-Q. C.L. ' Masonic Miscellanies, " Volume 32, No. 3918 : - 

H11 ErI'HREN. 
The Most Worshipful GRAND MASTKR, evrr attentive t o  the  real Interest  of 

tlio SOOIKTY. :iii(l willing t o  pursue e \  e1-y Measure t h a t  might bring it into Esteem, 
took in to sonons C'oiisiderntion tho most effect11 al 31 eans of restoriiig to  our 13oy:i l 
Oi'dei- its primitive I,iistre. Tie se;irc'li~cl into the  Aniiiils of tlie C!R.A and saw tl~isit 
this  SOCTETY had rormcrly obtained <i free Charter from K i n g  At1i.e1.stcw, Since the  
Loss of th is  Charter,  i n  particular Periods of different Reigns, our Assemblies have 
suffered tlie utmost Ltigour of superior Power. H is Grace consulted with many respect- 
able Brethren, by whose Advice lie was induced t o  communicate to  the  Fraterni ty  his 
Intentions of eiu1o;ivouriug to  procure a CT1AR'I1Elt OF INCORPORATION, if agree- 
able to  the  several Lodges ; wl~ic-11. il' obtained, will screen us  for the  F u t u r e  from tlie 
like Persecutions ; tlie IJtility and good EH'ects of ib  l?oyal Sanction too our Assemblies 
must be evident to every 3Iason of Candor and Integrity.  I made known t o  t h e  
Brethren, assembled in quarterly Communication, tlio Intentions of our Most Worship- 
fill GRAND MASTER, and saw with Pleasure they accepted t h e  Offer with universal 
Joy and Gratitude. 

Ft is nu~v,  in Cunsecfiience of their Request, t h a t  his Gnicr ha.s ordered t h e  
following Plan to  lie and sent  t o  all t he  Lodges, t h a t ,  in :I Mat ter  of so public 
a Concern, every Individual may have a n  Opportunity of delivering his sen t imen t s .  

CHARLES DILLON. 
Deputy Grand Master. 

CHARTER OK INCORPORATI ON O F  FREK AND ACCK Pfl'1<l) MASONS. 

GEORGE TT-1E TE lRU.  by the  Grace of (!ocl, of Great Britain.  France, a n d  
Irehuicl, King, Drfonder of the  Fnitl i ,  TO ALL to  whom those PRESENTS shall come, 
Greeting, WHER.EAS tohe SOCIETY of FREE and ACCEPTED MASONS, have for 
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Ages held frerl~ien t > I  eeti %S n i t  l i  in tli is Reali~i,  tind linve ever deineaned tl~emselves 

with slid L o y ~ l t y  to  CS ancl Our I'rfdecpssors, 11-iili I t e v e r e m  d Obedience t o  

the  Laws, and Kindness a n d  Good-Will t o  their Kellow-Subjects; And whereas, the  said 
Society :ippe:irs t o  have been originally insti tuted for humane and  beneficent Purposes, 
and have distributed from Time to  Time t o  all without Distinction, ~ ~ 1 1 0  have had the  
single Claim of "Nrotcheclne&s, Sums t o  a great  Amount, collected by vo1unt:iry Contri- 
bution an1011g themselves. And wlierens, Our entirely belovrd, &c. &c. (fee. 

Members of the  Society of FUEE and ACCEPTED MASONS, under the  Con- 
sti tution of England, in Behalf of themselves and  many others of tlie said Society, 117 
their Petition humbly presented t o  f s ,  have most humbly besought Us. t o  grant  Our 
most gracious LETTERS I'ATENT t o  INCORPORATE the  said SOCIETY, and m:ilie 

them a Body Politic and Clorporate forever. NOW KNOW Y K.  Thai We, out of 0111- 

Princoly Regard t o  a Body of Neii, associated for such lanclrible Purposes, nil l ing to  
manifest t o  the  World our ent i re  Approbation of their past Conduct, and desirous t o  
enable them to answer more eITeotiia1l~- itlie Immune Knds of ilioir I ~ ~ s t i t u t i o n ,  of Our  
especinl Grace, certain linovvleclge, a n d  nicre Motion, have o rda ined  given, a n d  granted, 
and by these Presents for Us, Our Heirs,  and Successors, do ordain, give, and g ran t ,  
That  for the  Fu tu re  there  shall be a PI<RPETTAL SOCIETY, which shall be ciilled 
In- t he  Xa.me of THE. SOCTETV O F  F R E E  AND ACCEPTIi'D TVIASONS OF ENGLAND. 
And We do hereby declare, That &lie mid Society shall consist of ;L G r a n d  Master,  
Deputy Grand .Alastrr, Grand Wardens. Past  Grand Officers. Provincial Grand Masters. 
Grand Treasurer,  Grand Secretary, Grand Sword bearer ,  Twelve Stewards, and  of the  
Masters and Wardens of tlie several sub0rdin:ite Lodges, \ \ \ \o,  together with those 
already numerated, compose tlie GRAND LODGE, who hy t h e  Name of T H E  SOCIETY 
O F  FREE AND AWEPTKD MASONS OF ENGLAND, shall for ever 1iere;ifier be a 

Body Politic and  Corponito, in  Deed and in Law, and thilt, 1i.y tlie same Name, tliey 
and thei r  Successors, shall have perpetual Succession; a n d  t h a t  they and their Succes- 
sors. by t h a t  Name. shall and inay. for ever hereafter,  bo enabled, and rendered capable, 
and 1i:ive power (notwit11st:inding the S ta tu te  of Mortmain) t o  purc-luise; have, take,  
ncquire, receive, possess, enjoy, and hold, to  them :iud i.lieir Successors, Manors. 
Mcssiiiiges, Lands, I.lcuts, Tenementas, Goods and Chattels, Annuities,  and  Heredita- 
ments, of wl~atsoevci Na tu re  or Kind,  in Fee and Perpetuity,  or  for Terms of Life or  
Years, or otherwise And We hereby g i w  and g ran t  unto  1110 said Society and their 
Successors, by the  Name aforesaid, O u r  special Licence, full Power,  ancl lawful 
Authority, t o  hold and enjoy Liinds and Hereditaments. which may be hereafter 
devised, gmiiterl, or sold t o  the  said Society ; Am1 also, to  1111r(*hi1se, liolcl, receive, :ind 
possess, in Alortmain, in  Perpet,uity", or otherwise, to ,  or lor the  Use of. or  in Trust  for 
them :incl their Successors, ;ind for  the  T'se and llenefit of the  said Corporation, from. 
uiiy Person or  Persons, tiodies Politic or  Corporate, their Heirs  and Successors, r e s ~ ~ o c -  
tively. such Alanors, Lands: Tenements. Rents, ancl Hereditaments.  a s  t'lley shall t h ink  
fit t o  purchase, or slisill be given. granted,  devised, or convoyed t o  them by Deed, or 
otherwise, not exceeding t h e  Yearly Value ol over and above all 
Charges and  Reprizes, so f:ir as they a rc  not restrained by l a w ;  And also, t o  sell, 
grant .  demise, exchange, a 11c1 disposr~ of :I ny of tlie s:i ine Manors,  Mess~tigos,  Lands, 
tincl Tenements, whereof o r  wherein tlmy shall 11:ive :in Instate of inheritance for Life 
or Lives, or  ears,' as  aforesaid. And We further grant ;  Tha t  the  said Sot-iety and 

their Successors, by the  Name aforesaid, may ancl sh;ill by t h e  said Ncinic of T11E 
SOC'Tl-X" O F  FREK AND ACCEPTED MASONS O F  ENGLAND, be able t o  sue 
mid be sued. plead :ind br  implcaded. iiiiswer :iml be :inswerod unto. defend and be 
defended, in :ill Courts and Pleas whatsoever, of Us; O u r  Heirs,  and Successors, before 

anv of Our Judges a n d  Justices,  and other Officers of 1;s. Our Heirs and Succssors, in 
all and singular Actions, Sui ts ,  l'lnints, Ciniscs. Matters,  Deniiinds. n11d Thiiigs 1i11:it- 

o r  and t o  do and act  in  all Matters iind Things relating t o  t h e  said Corporation. 
in a s  ample a Manner and Form as  any other Our Liege Subjects, being Persons able 
and capable in the  Law, o r  any oilier Hody Politic or Corporate,  in th is  p a r t  of our 
Kingdom of Great Bri ta in ,  called Knglaiid, lawfully 111:iy. or can act  or  do : And t h a t  



the said Corporation for ever shall and inay have and use a Common Seal, for the  

(Janses and I3iisiiiesses of them and their Successors, ixnd t h a t  i t  shall and illay be 
awfu l  for them and  thei r  Successors, to change, break, alter,  and make new tlie said 
Seiil, from Time to  Time, iis they shall think fit. Aud W e  do hereby give and g r a n t  

unto  the  said Society a Coat of Arms; t h a t  is to say, 
And, for the  better Execution of this Our Grant ,  We  do 

nominate, constitute and appoint Our Right Trusty a n d  dearly beloved Cousin a n d  
Counsellor Honry Duke of l ie i i~i I~) i*t  to  be the F i r s t  Grand Mnster. Our Trusty and Ayell- 
lielovecl the  Honourable Charles Dillon t o  be the  First  Deputy Grand Master,  

eaeli of them respectivialy to  be a n d  continue in their ~evtiriil 

a.nd respective Offices of Griiiiil Master, Deputy Grand Master,  A'o. &c. &c. 
until  the  Feast oi S t .  John the  Evangelist which shall happen n e x t  after the  Expiration 
of One Year from the  Day of tlie Date of these Presents, and from thence until  other 
lit and able Persons be chosen into tlie said Offices in their respective Rooms. Provided 

always. Tha t  all the  Persons so uppointed, or  hereafter t o  he appointed. b.Icniber'i of 
the  Grand Lodge shall, i n  all Things, aid,  advise, and iissist in conducting the  Business, 
and in all blatters relating to  the  Regulation and Government of  t he  said Society of 
FREE AND ACCEPTED -VIASONS OF ENGLAND. And We do  give and g r a n t  un to  
the  said Grand Master,  or his Deputy, his or their Successor or Successors for the  Tune 
being, full Power and  Authority, by Virtue of tliese Our Let ters  Pa ten t .  t o  issue 
Warrants  for tlic constituting of subordiiiate Lodges; and the  said Lodges, w:zrninted 
a s  aforesaid,  hii ill be,  and  tliey a r c  hereby dec ' l i~ r~~d  t o  be legal ancl regiilar. And 
furthermore. We  do give :incl g ran t  t o  tlie said Society t h a t  they shall and inny hold 
Meetings of themselves, for the  better Management of their Funds,  and the  Application 
of them t o  proper Purposes, and the  Transaction of all other Business relating t o  t h e  
Society when a n d  as  often ils it shall be necessary, i n  any place within the  City of 
London, or  Ten Miles thereof. And it shall be liiwful for the  ~ i i i d  Societoy from Time 
t o  Time t o  nominate a n d  chiisc, once in every Year, one f i t  and able Person to  be 
Grand Master,  i ~ n d  one other to be Gi-iind Trc~:i.siirer of the  said S o n e t y :  the  other 
Officers to  be appointed in  the  -Manner and Form heretofore established by the  long 
and uninterrupted Usage of the  Society, to  continue severally unt i l  t he  Feast of S t .  
John the  Evangelist nex t  af ter  the  Expiration of One Year from the  Time of the i r  
respective Elections or  Appointii~ent~s (if they shall so long live, or  not be removed for 
some just or reasonable Cause), mid from thence ti l l  another be chosen. And in  case 
t h e  Grand blaster, Deputy Griii~d Muster, &c. &c. &c'. or any of them 
shall die. recede or be removed from any of tlio said Offices respectively. then  and in  
such Case i t  shall be lawful t o  chnse or appoint ( i i c c ~ r d i ~ i g  t o  ancient ITqage) a fit and 
able Person to fill u p  such Office as shi~l l  bec'oiiie vncant. And the Person or  Persons 
so chosen or appointed shall continue till tlie Expiration of the  Year for which thei r  
Predecessor in such Office had been chosen or  appointed. And if i t  shall happen t h a t  
the  Election ol' t he  Grand Master, and Grand Treasurer,  and Appointment of the  
ot,her Grand Officers, cannot be perfected on the  1j7e:ist of S t .  John the  Evangelist, We  
do hereby grant ,  t h a t  the  Grand Master may lawfully assign or appoint any other 
Day as  near a s  may be af ter  the  Feast  of S t .  John  the  Evangelist, for the  perfecting 
such Election or  Elections, which shall always be in the  Manner  and Form heretofore 
observed by the  said Society. :~iicl for the  Nomi~~i i t ion  and Appointment of such Officers 
{is by the  ancient Usage of the  said Society a rc  not elective, and so from Dny t o  1 3 ~ 1 )  , 

till the said ElocLiona and Appointments shall be completed And AVe further give iind 
g ran t  t o  the  ~ i ~ i d  Societ*y. t h a t  the  Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master,  and con- 
s t i tuent  Members of the  Grand Lodge for the  Time being, shall and may, from Time 
to  Time, assemble tsogetlier in  such convenient Place in London, or n i th in  Ten Miles 
thereof, iks the  Grand Master or Deputy Grand Master (by the  Grand Master's Authority) 
shall appoint,  by Summons or other Notice, w11 icli he is by these Presents i in powerecl 
:ind required timely t o  issue for  t h a t  Purpose to  all t h e  said Members; and t h a t  they 
being so met,  s1i:ill have full Power to  make. constitute arid ordain such Sta tutes ,  
Bye-Laws and Ordinances : i s  sliiill appear t o  them to  be good. and tlecessiiry and  



expedient for the  Government, Order and Regulation of the  said Society, and  every 

Member thereof;  which Sta tutes ,  13ye-Lnws a n d  Ordinances, not  being repngnimt to  

the  Laws of th is  Realm. shall and inay be effectually observed and kep t ;  and t o  do" 
all other Things concerning t h e  Government, Esta te  iind Revenues of t h e  said Society. 
Provided nevertheless, a n d  Our Will is, That  no Dye-Law, S ta tu te  or Ordinance, so 
t o  be nisule by this Corporiition, shall he hindiny: upon the  siiid Society. until  t he  same  
shall have been read over and  approved of bv the  Majority of the  Society assembled 
together for t h a t  Purpose. 

I11 Witness whereof \Te have caused these mir Letters t o  he niade 
Pntont.  W i t ~ e s s  OiirsoU" a t  We ' - . tn~ i~~s te~- .  

WE the -MASTIC12 and WARDKNS of t he  LODGE, No. held a t  
havi n g  coini-nunk-ated t o  our M embers, t he  intended C H  APTER of I NC'OR ]'ORATION, 
transmitted t o  ITS by t h e  Most Worshipful G H AN D M ASTKH , am1 collected t h r i r  
Opinions thereon, do hereby signify their Approbation of the proposed Plan,  find 
earnestly request t h a t  the  most effectual 3le;ins may be i~tiiiiediiitely used, to  compleat 
so si11~t:lry an Undertnlciiig. 

M aster. 

). Wardens. 

Witness 
Secretary. 

WK the Mnstei nncl WAHORNS of the LODGE, No. lield a t  
having communicated t o  our Members. t h e  intended CHARTED of INCOR.PORArI'ION: 
transmitted t o  Us by the  Most Worshipful Gl?AND B1 ASTKI?. do. by their Authority,  
signify our Disapprobation of the  proposed plan. 

1\I sister. 

1- Warden S. 

Witness 
Secretary. 

RIGHT WORSHIPFUL,  
ON Receipt of this You a re  requested immediately to issue out  Summons 

(particularly specifying tlie Purpose) t o  ronveno all the  Members of your Lodge; in 

order t o  collect thei r  Opinions concerning the  incloscil PLAN of INCORPORATION; 
and in consequence of thei r  Determination, please t o  transmit t o  me ( a t  least Ten Days 
before the  ensuing Commiinirtition) one of the above Forms. properly filled up ,  a,nd 
signed by the  Master, Warclonb. and Secretary of your Lodge. 

i3y Order of the  GRAND P I A S T E R .  
THO. FUEXC'H. 

New Bond Street.  Grand Secretary. 

T h i s  printed circular bears no date:  but the  letters of acknowledgment 
indicate that  the  circnlar w;is issued 011 v a r i o ~ i s  dales t.owards the end of Narch,  
and a t  the beginning of April, 1769. 

According to the draft  of the Grand Secretary's report. c1:tted April 25th. 
and intended no doubt for communication to Grand Lodge on April 28th, 
favourable replies had already been received from the following fifteen Country- 
Lodges : - 

Town. 
Ih-istol 
Bristol 
Cambridge 
Caxmarthen 
Dartmouth 

Number 
Name of Lodge. (1 755 enumeration). 

- 163 

Union 372 
Scientific 182 
Perfect Friendship 167 
C;i stle 4 Or) 



Town. 
' Deal 

Falmonth 
IIolylic:icl 
J psw ich 
Lowestofl'e 
Lynie Hegis 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Plymouth Dock 
Sto~ktOll-tl poll-Tees 
Whiteliavon 

Name of Lodge. 
Royal Navy 
Love ii,iicl lloiiour 
M ona 
Ih-itish Fnion 

- 

Royal Edwin 
St. John  

- 

1'hil:~iitliropy 
- 

Number 
(175.5 eniimerat ion). 

282 
146 
415 
270 
191 
31 1 
225 

67 (or 237) 
23 

261 

Fifteen may appear to be a small number. But  only a few weeks had 
elapsed since the issue of the  circular let ter;  in each case a Lodge meeting had 
to be convened, after due notice specifying the nature of the question to  be 
considered; while it must not. he forgotten that  the postal facilities of this peri6d 
were not those of the twentieth century. Tt is also probable tha t  many Lodges, 
instead of forwarding the  printed forms of :issent or  dissent by post, entrusted 
these forms to those members who were to attend the approaching meeting of 
*Grand Lodge in person. 

A t  this meetting of Grand Lodge, held on April 28t4h, 1769, according 
to the official minute, 

Tlie D.G.M. informed the  Brethren t h a t  in consequence of the  Orders he  
had ro~e ived  from t h e  G M .  he had sent a Plan of the  intcnded Charter of 
Incorporation to  t he  several Lodges for thei r  Approbation and t h a t  the  
following re tu rn  had  been made. 

For  the Incorporation . . . . . . .  . . 168 Lodges. 
Against i t  ... . . . . .  ... 43 - 

A 3lotion was  then made & tlie Question pu t ,  whether the  Society 
should be Incorporated or not. when it was carried in tlie Affirmative by a 
great  Majority. 

A t  this period there were apparently 437 Lodges on the roll. Of this total 
t he  contribiiting Lodges numbered " above 390," if we may :iccept the estimate 
of the then Grand Secretary. The total number of votaes cast a t  this meeting of 
Grand Lodge was 211, to which must be added the " 70 or 80 " further votes 
in favour of incorporation received subsequently. as - mentioned by French's 
successor in a letter addressed to the Provincial Grand Secretary of Barbados on 
November 13th, 1769. RIany of these later votes were probably received from 
Lodges situated abroad. It is therefore apparent tha t  close upon 300 Lodges 
recorded their votes-that is to say. 75 per cent. of the total number of active 
L o d g e s ~ a n d ,  of those voting, the majority in fsivour of incor1)oration was nearly 
6 to 1. 

I n  an Appendix will be found details of certain Lodges the records of 
which disclose formal votes or resolutions in favour of, or against, the proposed 
incorporation. 1 t is to be hoped that the researches of other Brethren will 
enable these tlables in  the Appendix to bo considerably extended before final 
publication of this Paper in the printed Trd'nsactwns of our Lodge. In  the  
meantime i t  is interesting to observe that  of the ten Lodges known to have 
opposed incorporation nine were London Lodges, the  tenth being located no 
furt,her afield than Wapping; while of the 27 Lodges known to have favoured 
the project as many as 21 were Country Lodges. It seems clear. therefore, tha t  
t,he opposition came principally f r o m  Lodgeos in  and around London; bu t  the  
proportion of Lodges whose votes arc known is so small that  no safe deductions 
from these figures can be ~niide. 



A t  this stage of our enquiry it is proposed to quotle a number of extracts 
from Lodge Minutes, and from such official correspondence as  has survived, in 
the hope that  renders of this Paper cnjoying access to local contemporary records 
will feel pronlptc'd to furnish further references extracted from similar sources at 
their disposal. I t  is true tha t  some of the Minutes and letters quoted below do 
not add much to our store of knowledge. but to ignore such sources of information 
altogether would be inexpedient : - 

J crussi lem Lodge. 
1769 April 5 

By orclixr of the  right Worshipful tlio Master  t ins  Lodge was Sumnioiied 
by virtue of :l Let ter  reced. by him from the  Grand Secretary, with a form of 
a Copy of Letters P a t e n t  inclosed, l~urpor t ing  t h a t  the  Body of Free  find 
Accepted Masons of England were intended t o  be incorporated in to  one Body, 
a n d  the  same t o  be carryod into a L a w f o r  the  lknefit  and f t i l l i t y  of Masonry 

And desiring the  Opinion and Concurrence of th i s  Lodge; if agreeable t o  
tliom tlisit tlie suuie may be carryecl in to  a Law if the  same sliod. meet with 
the  Approbation of other Lodges and Brethren. And upon reading t h e  said 
Copy iiiicl t he  (Jucstion being put, i t  was carryecl in tlie Afiirmative, the  
Numbers ^e re  for the  Question 27 a n d  agst. i t  4. 

]loyal Cumberland Lodge. 
1769 April 10 

Tlie Charter of Incorporation was read a n d  approved of N.C. 

St. George's Lodge No. 315, Taunton (extinct) 
1769 April 10 

In  obedience t o  an order of ve Grand Lodge dated the  21st March last, 
for convening the  in ember^ of this Lodge t o  collect thei r  opinions concerning 
a plan of a Char ter  for incorporating th is  Society . . . the  R igh t  
Worshipful 14iister having communicated t o  ye said Jh-etbren the  intended 
Charter of Incorporation transmitted t o  himself by the  Most Worshipful the  
Griind Master,  and collected their opinions thereon, the  Lodge signified their 
approb.itio11 of the  proposed plan :incl unanin~onsly resolved t h a t  the  following 
certificate should be forthwith transmitted by the  Itight Worshipful Master 
in a letter t o  the  ]t ight Worshipful brother  Smith. Provincial Grand >laster 
of Somerset, viz. :mbh 'We. the  Master and Wardens of t h e  Lodge No. 315, 
held a t  the  T'ountiiiu in Taunton, in t-he County of Somerset, having com- 
municated t o  our members the  intended Charter of l ~ i c ' o r ~ ~ o i ~ i i t i o ~ ~  transmitted 
t o  11s by the  Most Worshipful Grand 3luster; and collected their opinions 
thereon. do hereby certify their approbation of the  proposed plan, and 
earnestly request tliat yc most effectual means may be i~i l lnec~iate~y used to 
cornpleat so salutary an  undertaking." 

S t .  Paul 's  Lodge No. 43, Birmingluun. 
1769 March 31 

Lodge of Emergent-y . 
The Lodge assembled this night i n  consequence of a Let ter  received 

from the  Grand Lodge w i t h  a plim for Incorpor:~t. ing the  Society. The 
mat ter  wils cllily considerd.  and i t  was I I I ~ ~ ~ ~ I I I ~ I I S I ~  agreed to  transmit our 
approbation of t41ie same. 

1769 April 21 
Sta ted Lodge. 
A Let ter  from the  Caledonian Lodge, London, representing thei r  

disapprobation of the  Charter of Incorporation and their being refused to  
be heard by the  Grand Lodge, was read a n d  referred t o  :I further considera- 
t ion of {he members who a re  desired to  report their opinion on tlie c:ise npxt 
Lodge night. 

The Lodge closed i n  Unity i n  clue time. 



Cambridge 31 3larch 1769 
Sir ,  

We the  members of the 1F2 Lodge held ;it the  Three Tuns Tavern have 
since the  arrival of yours held a T40dgr when every member w a s  present. 
The plan for Incorporation was read, and I need not say we were unanimous 
in our approbation when every member lias subsc'r~bed his nilme, a n d  the  
Grand Master may alttays depcud on our Lodge a t  all times i n  doing every 
th ing which shi~l l  be for the  good of tlie Craf t .  

I am.  S i r  
Your iH innble Sr'rv;int. 

I+lDWARaD 13ARNES. 

Dartmouth 31 -Vl:ircli 1769 
Brother French. 

1 rereived yours and si.ccordiiig to  the  directions of the  Grand Master 
have collected the  opinions of our mei i ib i~s  concerniup; t h e  intended pia11 of 
Incorporation :incl by their desire f now signify to  you thei r  entire ii~pi'ob:t- 
tion. HOl,DSWO11TH NEWMAN.  

Master of the  Castle Tavern Lodge. 

Deal 4th April 1769 
We ;ickiioÃ ledge the receipt ut the  0ir:uicl .Musters plan for Inrorpoi*:it.- 

ing the  Society. and  do most heartily jo~i i  with t h e  Grand Loclge in wishing 
all siiec'css may a t t end  their endeavours for tlie good of the  Cr:~t't iiiid 11ei.i~- 
'vitli enclose you our resolutions in that. behalf signed by our Master ;ind 
Wi~,i.dens and witnessed by Sir 

Your Affect^. Bra'.. & very Huml)le. Surv'. 
TNO. OAK LET. 

N O .  '263 to Bro". French. 
WO hereby a c q i i i ~ n t  your Honours t h a t  n i l  our Ilembers :ire i~ii;>iiii~ioiis 

i n  consenting t o  rind a.pproving of the  intended I ncorporntioii of the  Society. 

Bristol, 4 April 1769 
At :l Meeting (last niglit) of our Society, the  inembors thought,  there  

could be no objections made t o  the propos'd PIsiii of I ~ ~ c h ~ i ' p o r i ~ t i o ~ ~  handed 
them by you : but  iiiuiii imoiisly approved of sn noble n design, and wished 
for the  speech' execution of it.-The nrqnisitimi of th is  C'harter must certainly 
be of singular service t o  the  fraternity in geiieral. iiiicl which must appear 
evident to  every faithful brother. 

l :nil (13.1- order of the  >luster) &c. 
.l OF1 N MORCXAN Secs. 

Carmarthen 4th April 1769. 
Dear Brother. 

Your favour of  t he  2 1 ~ ~  l i l t  covering :l Plrtii of Tncorporatioii for yonr 
An Lient and Tlo11~~'~. Soc-i^ty ol frtw masons 1v:is dulv receii ed and List night 
read in our T ~ d g c ;  it was U I I ~ I I I ~ I ~ ~ ~ I I S ~ ~  approved of by the  Members and 
visiting Hretliren i l ia t  a ~pciu 'ed on the  occ-iisioii who expressed their utmost 
gra t i tude t o  the  Most Worshipful Grand Master and n i l  others concerned in 
promoting so great  and  laudable a, design, and yon may assure them of our 
due obedience t o  all Laws they Jllily agree to.  

. . . . . . . , . . . .  
Lodge of Perfect Friendship - WILLIAMS. 

Deiir Brother. 
Having received the  proposed plan of Incorporation and convened the  

Lodge at. tthe Angel, agreeable to  tTie direckions of the  plan, and rollectecl 
their opinions thereon. tlie members have requested me t o  write you to  in t r ea t  
tint favour of your resolving tlinu. U hetlirr after this Charter is o b t ~ i ~ i ~ i ~ d  



(if i t  can  be so) we shall not  be obliged to have a new Constitrution to  become 
.iVliisons: ;~'cordiny; to  the  stile iill~l title given them in the  Charter,  :ind 
whether \ve shall be a t  liberty to  make our own B l e  Laws tor the regulation 
of our own Lodge as  by ' the presmt C!onstiiution we niay do, And fur ther  
t o  risk n-hiit t he  uxpeiic'o of sucli new Constitution (if we must be obliged to  
have one) will ainount to.-I liope you'll be kind enough t o  send me your 
sentiments o n  th is  head in time tha t  l he doubts of the  ISrotliren concerning 
this 11ii1ttt1r iu iv  be removed. 

1 must confess I inuch npprove of the  Srlienir. ;incl liope it will meet 
with every desired succ'css; lint as o u r  members :>re very few,  I hope every 
method will be tiikeii t o  render the execution of th is  C?liarter as little expen- 
sive as possible-And l nil1 with all due respect 

Cred I t o r .  Your afl'eetion:ite Hrotlier 
5 April 1769. S.4111,. JIFDALL. 

T o  th i s  enqu i ry  t h e  G r a n d  Secretary  replied a s  follows:- 

Right  Worshipful, 
I r e c t  yours of the  StIi innt. a 1 ~ 1  beg leave t o  resolve yoiir Doubts 

coi~cerniiiy; the  pl:ili of Incorporation. T f  i t  succeeds i t  will not  make any 
alieration in the  present Constitution of Masonry nor will it require fresh 
warrants t o  be tnken ou t  by the  several Lodges-Your present 'Warrant will 
still cont.inue in force a n d  every Lodge be ;it liberty t o  1ii:ike i t s  own live 
Laws, as heretofore-Tlic money arising by the  now Regnlntions will defray 
all charges, so t h a t  no private individual nor particular Lodge ran be affected. 

1 :nu with sinconty 
Your very affectionate Bror. 

New Bond Street,. T l I O .  FRENCH, 
19 April 1769. G .  S. 

I n  the; G r a n d  Secret4ary1s  d r a f t  repor t ,  dilted A p r i l  25 th .  1769, there  is 
no th ing  t o  indicate  e i the r  the n u m b e r  o r  t h e  l l i i t ~ ~ r e  of the  unfavourab le  replies. 
T h a t  for ty- three  Lodges  resolved t o  oppose t h e  scheme i s  shown by t h e  G r a n d  
Lodge  m i n u t e  :ilre:~cly q u o t e d :  but so f a r  n o  t r ace  lias been f o u n d  of ;iny l e t t e r  
addressed t o  t h e  G r a n d  Secretary  containing expressions of d isapproval .  To 
ascertain t h e  n a t u r e  of some of these unfavourable  replies,  o the r  sources of 
informat ion mus t  lie explored.  

In t h e  M i n u t e s  of t,he Old Dundee Lodge  t h e  following en t r i e s  occur :- 

4b 

1769 M:irch 9 
Visitor-Eplmiini Gotlie11 3 h i l l ~ r .  blaster of the Cnl(;doiiia~l Lodge No :V).-). 

1769 April 13 
Resolved tluit the  A It':] irs coiiceriiing ilie I nfci~rporii.tioii slioi~lcl lie I'ostliuncd 
t o  next 3lonclay Night t o  consult about the  same ;ind t h a t  'I'yler send 

Notice to  all tlie Members of this Lodge. 

1769 April 17 
A Special Lodge' w:is held this n igh t  when ;L 13;illot \viLs t ;~liell  in regard t o  
Incurpora.iioii, when  there' was .'l0 ngiiiiist. it anil S for i t ,  whereupon this 1,nclge 
according t o  the Majority Kesolved t h a t  they would not be Incorporated and 
t h a t  tile following Resol iiiion lie sent to  the  Grand Secretary : - 

April 17 1769 
WC t he  Master and Wardens of the Lodge No. 9 held a t  our 

own Pnv.itt.4Room in Red Lion Street  Wappin, having coii11~lu11k'atocI 
t o  our members the  Tuteixle(1 Charter of Incorporation transmitted t o  



us by the  Most Worshipful Gr:uid Master,  do by their Authority 
signify our Disapprobation of the  proposed Plan. 

TIN CXR'l'lS Master.  
J N O  Srl'R.AY \ 
FRANCIS HOJZAN / 'yilrdells' 

Witness 
1iTJ.L PAR KKR, 

Secretary 

Mourning Bush Lodge No. 13 (now Lodge of Emulation No. 21). 
1768 November 29 

Considering t h a t  the  Society of Free and Accepted Masons :ire not  yet  
incorporiited. smcl t h a t  the  Voluntary Subscription towards a fund for  t h e  
laudable Scheme for building a Hall. &C., might not be hindered thereby. a 

motion w a s  made. and seconded, Tha t  ( n o t ~ i t ~ h s t a n d i n g  t h e  Grand Secretary's 
Let ter  directed t h a t  all Subscription money should be quarterly paid in to  the  
hnnds of t h e  Grand Treasurer) such Subscription money should be kept  in  
the  hands of the  Treasurer of th is  Lodge till a n  Act of Parliament for t h e  
incorporation of Masons should be obtained, except a Determination of a 
Quarterly Communication should otherwise direct. And i t  was curried by a 
groat majority t h a t  the  money should be so kept,  till otherwise determined 
by the  Qua : Corn. or by this Lodge. 

1769 S1 iirch 13 
A Pamphlet addressed t o  t he  Muster of tehis Lodge was, a t  t he  request 

of the Members, r ead ;  and a motion thereupon made by Bror. Adams, P a s t  
Master :  T h a t  a s  the  said l'amplllct made public the  Proceedings of a Grand 
Lodge. contrary t o  the Laws of Masonry, and as i t  was an anonimous per- 
forniance, i t  should he burn t  by the  Tyler of the  Lodge, which motion was 
carried in the  Negative, with this proviso. Tha t  the  Pamphlet might first 
be reconsidered the  next Lodge night.  

1769 March 27 
The Reconsideration of the  Anouinious P:~mphlet ,  mentioned in the  

A'linutes of the  last  Lodge Night was this Night deferred sine die, by t h e  
un:~nimoiis consent of the  Brethren present. 

The Lodge of Antiquity. 
1768 December 14 

Two Letters were received from the  Deputy Griind Muster one in  
Answer to  t h a t  sent to  inform him of the  Removal of the  Lodge in  which 
110 says we have the  Grand blasters Consent for so doing. The other 
informing us t h a t  tlie Grand Master had thought- proper t o  appoint Officers 
t o  inspect our Procctedings, investing them n i t h  the  Niiine a s  well :IS t he  
full Power ancl Authority of Pro(cÃˆww/ Grand Masters ;incl thereby willing 
n d  requiring us to  receive the  worthy and well belovecl Hen-7. John Marshalls 
a s  our Provi~u'ial  clnring OVR Pleasure. 

1769 February 1 
(-1li1~11 f e ab'e(111 y quot ed-vide ( 1  ntc) 

1769 April 5 
The R.W.M. acquainted the  Lodge t h a t  he hiid Re(A a printed Dra f t  

of the  Intended Charter of Incorporation 
Signed Chaq. Dillon Deputy Grillid Master.  

The Lodge in general1 Agreed to  Postpone the  Coiitiderntion of the  
aforesaid Charter of Incorporation till the  next  lxxlge Night.  

Our R.W.M. next moved t o  the  Lodge whether the  Grand 'Mal.. con- 
sistent with the  Constitution lincl the  Appointment of Provincial Grand 



Masters within the District of T~nrloii ancl whet siich Officers sire Beneficial 
a or not. R>esolved (with only one Dissenting Vote) that Provl. G.31fl. in 

Town are not nccess:iry. The Or. Questn. was postponed. 

1769 April 19 
The Question wher. the G4. Master has the Power of Appointing 

Provincia.1 Grand Masters in London is now resumed, when i t  was the 
uniinimous Opinion of the Members present that he has not such Power l ~ n t  
that the Appointment of such Officers was confined to the Country and 
distant Psirts only. 

The proposed Charter ol" Incorporation was again taken into Con- 
siderat11., And it was the Opinion of the Majority of the Members that the 
Society's being Incorporated will tend to render us more respectable, and 
was approved of according to the Plan laid before us. 

These Minutes of the Lodge of Antiquity int(roduce the  subject of the 
short-lived Provincial Grand Masters for London-a matter of interest to-day, 
a t  a time when the question of dividing London Lodges into a number of 
Metropolitan Grand Lodges is again being keenly debated. 

The earliest mention of this Office, so far  traced, is t ha t  t o  be found in 
the Minutes of the Moiri~. Lodge No. 92 for December 5th, 1768, when the Lodge, 
then  numbered 200, was meeting at the King's  Arms, Seven Dials. It is clear, 
however, from the passage which occurs in  the opening paragraph of the 
'Caledonian Lodge 'S printed Case, tha t  t'he appointment of Provincial Grand 
Masters for London may be tritced back a t  least to November 16th, 1768, on 
which date the Deputy Grand Master wrote to the Caledonian Lodge instructing 
them t80 receive as their Provincial Grand Master Brother H. J.  Maskall, pre- 
sumably identical with the  Master of the Ark Lodge, and variously described 
throughout these records us Maskall, Maskell, and Marshalls. 

The Minutes of the Moira Lodge, referred to above, record that  :- 

This Night the R.W.35. rec'1. a Letter from the D.G M. to Will and 
R,equire him <fc the Breathre11 of tlie Loclge to Receive our "Worthy and 
Well Beloved Brolher James Cl;illtiway as Provincial Grand Master. 

A similar reference t.o the Office is t,o be found in the  Minutes of the  
London Lodge, dated December 17th, 1768, in which connection i t  is worthy of 
note tha t  a t  the meeting of this Lodge a t  which Galloway had announced his 
intention of attending in his capacity as Provincial Grand Master, only three 
members p t  in an appear:ince l 

I n  the ' Minuet & Quart Rook " of t'he now extinct Lolldon Lodge, 
numbered 91 at the 1755 enumeration of Lodges, " -Hr. Galloway Provintial 
G : M  " is shown :is having visited the Lodge a t  i ts  regular meeting held upon an 
unspecified date in January ,  1769. 

The Minutes of the Mourning ^Hush Lodge (now the Lodge of Emulation 
No. 21) record : - 

1768 December 12 
A Letter to the .Master of this Lodge Leiiig received from the  D.G.N. 

reqn iring the  Lodge t40 receive Hro. TTcnry John Maskell as Provincial Grand 
M;ister t In1 s:i id Letter was read, and  the t~onsidemtion iliereof was post- 
ponecl till after the next Quarterly Communication. 

1769 31nreli 27 
A \lotion was ni;ido i i n ~ l  seconded : Thiit the iimtter of  Provincials for 

this Metropolis be inat11 rely f-oiisiderocl the next Lodge 11 iglit, in  order tlii~t 
the R.M.X .  may know wit11 certiiinty tlie opinion of t h e  member,- concerning 



it so a s  t o  lie able t o  speak :tgre~~i~l)le thereto a t  the next C011111i~ttee of 

Charity or a t  any ot11er time or 1jIac1~ he may be legally ca~lled upon by t h e  
Grand Master or his Deputy  for that purpose. 
1769 April 10 

On holding u p  of liancls tlio Hi't~threti webre for  ilic 1i.AV.JI. mid 
\Varc1e1is voting against Llie apiiointnu~nt o f  Prov~~i(:iiils for tliis Aletrolwlis. 

On piige 167 of the 1812 Edition of Preston's f l1 i i . s t1~i i t io i1 . s  of Vvsottr/i  
this passags occurs : - 

The Grand Lodge. Minutes contain 110 allusion t,o the appoil~t~ment,  although 
OH April 29th. 1768, R.ichard Ripley, J .G .W. .  ill the cllair, nioved a resolution 
with reference to the fees payable by Provincial Grand Masters in these terms :- 

That for the future each brother who sh;i11 be :il~l~ointi;d ;L Prov I i i c i , ~  l 
Ctrsind Master shall (unless he has  before served ilie Office of St*eward a t  :L 
Grand Feast) pay the sum of Â£1U-10- in to  tlie Hands  of tlie G.  Tretii-iirer to 

be applied to  the use of the Grand 14'11nd of Chi~~sitv on such Ins nl~pointnu~tlt 
or before lie received Itis Apron. 

Time and space will not permit of any more detailed review of tliis 
temporary iippointment, or of the holders of the office. I t  seems proba.ble, 
however, t,h;it the office was introduced, and the appointments made, with t h e  
object of furthering the Dnke of 13c';izifort.'~ design to have the Socic~t~y 
inco~porat~ed by bringing official pressure tto bear upon London Lodges and by 
raising further sums of money to finance the Grand blaster's various propos;tls. 

I t  will be recollected that  a t  the meeting of Griind Lodge held on April 
28t11, 1769, Thomas l^reucli reported progress in  the capacity of Grand Secretary. 
Within ;L week he had been superseded i n  thsit office by James ileseltiiic, a 
Proctor of Doctors' Commons. A fresh Lettser Book, begun on May 5th. 1769, 
opens with this brief announcement : ' ' ^Ir. French has unfortunately become a. 
Bankrupt and is a t  present gone out of the way." O n  this very date, however- 
May 5t3h, 1769-Thomas French was present at a Convocation of the Royal Arch 
Chapter then meeting :it the Turk's  Head Tavern, Gerrard Street, Soho, whore- 
he proposed as :I C:iiididiite for Exaltation Sir Watkins Williams Wyiin, 
Baronet-an individual destined to figure prominently amongst the supporters of 
the  Grand Master's scheme for the incorporation of the Society. Sir W.  W .  
Wynn had been initiated in  the Lodge of Friendship on Febrnnry 24th in the 
prececl i ng year. 

The bankruptcy of " Mr. Thomas French, Linnen Draper, of New Bond 
Street., " was recorded in the  June  number of TAP Gen-tieman"s Mar/a:I.//e : while 
ill :i letter addressed t,o William Collins, Whitchaveii, on  June  27th, 1769, James. 
Heseltiue referred to his predecessor as ' ' having lately left England, a s  supposed, 
or a t  least is not to Le met with." 

I n  ,July the same periodical contained the report of a street accident in 
London, ;is a result of which the Duke and Duchess of Beaufort were thrown out. 
of a phaeton and in,jured. The Thike escaped with 11 t t . 1 ~  more thn11 :I shaking. 
but the Duchess sustained a compound fracture of the  leg. 

H-eseltine's term of office opened a t  a difficult period, and the holder was 
soon to be involved in  much correspondence on the snbject of the proposed 
Tncorporat.ion. 



The -Horn Tavern in Fleet Street, hitherto the scene of meetings of those 
who supported tlio Grand .Master, became the venue of in1 Opposition gathering 
on May 24th, 1769, when, according to the SJinutes of the Shi~kespeare Lodge 
No. 99, Brother Richard Ripley presided over a meeting of Masters and Past 
Grand Officers, who resolved to support the Caledonian Lodge in  its recent action 
in the matter of the caveat. Tin's meeting of dissentients had been summoned 
by letter. 

This Opposition Meeting led to the issue of a printed statement of the 
case in favour of Incorporation, duted June lo th ,  1769. Addressing himself to 
G. Stable, Whitehaven, on July 12tlt ,  the newly-appoin ted G r a n d  Secretary 
wrote : - 

There a l e  some l'eu tliings still i n  t h e  possession of Yrs .  French 
belonging t o  the  Society which will be give11 u p  shortly. 

. . . . , . . . . , . .  
As various disp11t.e~ have itrisen in the  Society here, relative to  an 

I ncorporo". ancl cis t h e  coii(?uc't oi tlic Gr:i nd OfBctbrs lias 111 n1a iiy resliect's 
been misrepresented, the  inclosed s ta te  of the  case, has  by t he  G.31 '~ .  direc- 
tions been pri titccl for the infm 111"". of t h e  Society i n  general, W^. I have 
therefore the  lion01'. t o  triliismit and :im with IT'-pect Sir  

Yours &c. 
1h-S C'oiiions JAS. IlESKLTI NE, (;.S. 

12 J u l y  1769 

The " inclosed state of the case " referred to above w;is :I printed %page 
folio letter retiding as follows :- 

Right Worshipful Maxtor. and Erethreii. 
His Grace the  Duke of  J i e ( r ~ ~ f o ~ - f .  0111% present Most Wo~~sliipfiil Griincl Milster. 

determined tha t  the  Loclgt's under tjhe Km/lisli Constitution 111 d is t ;mt  p;irts, should not  
only oiljoy the  conirnon psttroiii~ge a n d  p ro tec t iu~~  of the  (;isancl J-fodgc (us heretofore), 
but ;ilso lie informed of every important tr;ins?ictioii therein ; Ims directeil t he  following 
proceedings to  be laid before you. 

Wlion 1Hs Grace en t erecl upon the  office o f  Griind M aster,  desirous o f  piirsuing 
every mensure t h a t  could pron~ot~e t h e  prosperity :uid (1 ign ity of the- C'r:iftt; lie consulted 
the  Annals of our Order, and found, t h a t  the f ra terni ty  h:icl in former  periods, acted 
under the  sanction of Roynl Charters ;  :is i n  the reign of King .It11 ~ l s t i /  [ I ;  aucl so 
lately as t h a t  of TIci~ty the  VI1all. Hut lie obs(~rvec1 with ( ~ > ~ ~ r ' c ~ i - i i .  t l iat  tliosp records 
hacl been unfortun;itely lost, through the  intestine evils ;incl confusion which l i ~ p p ~ n e d  
afterwards. 

Those observations exciteil in h is  Grace :I design of obtaining ;\ n e w  C'liarier of 

I n c o ~ ~ ~ ~ o r i i f i o n  from our present Most Gracious Sovereign ; firnily p11 rsn;~cled t h a t  such 
C'Jidrfer could not fail of producing the  most advantageous consequences t o  the  Gra f t ;  
for though he observed t h a t  the  Society had flour~shed of Lite years, and augniented 
its fund by degrees: t o  a rapitnl of about 1.5001. yot lie could not doubt of its increase 
Inn ing b t ~ n  g ~ i i t h -  retni*ded. ll~rongli, t he  insufficiency, a n d  instability of the  security 
on which such Fund deprndecl; which objections. he appreliended, would, in  future ,  
Le totally obvi;ited by ;I (,'hirrfri of l ~/ro/~/)oi~if ' ton : ils it *.voiiltl raisr U S  friim 11 f i l l f  

ct-cnt~i} l,oc/!y, to  a 11jgtd ~ , I * H K I I I ~  nt c.~fabli^Jiincut; would pu t  MS on a more rcspecfr17)le 

foofrri!~ i n  t11e fi/e of t16c pii.lilii:; nonld enable us rffectiiull!~ to .scciin' orrf ~ ? W I I P ~ ~ I / ,  
ancl recover Ic!/i/cie.q, (ind other donations 'n-it11 iiiitiior~t!/, consec~i~ently t o  imlar!lc 0 7 1 ) '  

~o1i,ti'i1>1itions t o  t}\ (; r/i.~//~(;.s.sf~//, and render our i'liaritv moi.iv !ji'11 I : I Y ~ ? I J  benrficid ; 
cirpiiinst:inces ;ibii~~rlaiitIy sufficient t o  evince the  necessity ;incl uti l i ty of i i  Hoynt 
('ll.(l t'fc1.- 

Hi s  Grace's kind intentions having m e t  with t h e  general iipprovsil of his Grand 
Officers. lie desired tlie Deputy Grand  Master t o  acquaint tlie Society therewith. 
Accordingly, at a Committee of Charity, held on the  21st of (h-tobrr last. the  design 
was cummuniciitecl t o  the  Masters of Lodges then present, who  higlily upproved of such 
a measure : but  thought it would be proprr first to consider of tlie means for riiising. 



a fund to h t i l c l  ( I  l l ( ~ l l ,  pzti-nhase l ~ ' ~ i r n i t t i ~ ~  uinl  rIewels, &c, for the  use of the  Grand 
Lodge. I n  conbequence of their determination, a scheme was formed for raising 
money t o  nnswer these purposes, exclusive of the  Grand Fund  of Charity,  and a, 

Meeting of the  Grand Officers, with tin- Musters of Lodges was called by advertiisc- 

rneni, in order t o  settle such scheme, which, after various alterations and amendments, 
was then 71  ncrrtirnoiisly approved of. Notwithstanding the  most perfect harmony and  

cordiality appeared a t  the several meetings before mentioned, and the  Craf t  in  general 
seemed pleased with t h e  Conduct of the  Grand Ollioers, and highly applauded t l i o i ~  
endeavours to  serve the  Society; yet th is  harmony was of short duration, for betore 
the next Grand lyodge. :L set of brethren, some of them past Grand Officers, (whether 
from mi envious apprehension t h a t  the  measures a t  th is  t ime pursuing would eclipse 
everything that passecl in their administrations, or froin piqiie and clisappoi~itn~ent a t  
their not being continued i n  office, is uncertain) formed an opposition to  every ac t  of 
the biethrc'n tlien 111 office' : and :it the qiiarterly c!omimini~iit ion hrld the  29"' of t h a t  
month, various debates ensued relative t o  t1ie scheme:  but  on put t ing the question for 
-oiifiri i l , i t io~~, i t  \v;i'i, by a very great  iiiajority, approved of. 

Disappointed in  th is  a t tempt ,  t he  opposers took every Method t o  inflame the  
minds of the  brethren by artful insinuations iigsiinst the  intended C l i f t ~ t c q  which 
they apprehended would be the  next consideration of the Society. They accordiiigly 
visited Lodges in all par ts  of T , o n d n t ~ - ,  sind endeavoured t o  persuade them t h a t  the  
freedom and rrniversality of the  Society would be destroyed by a C11a.rter o f  in cow or(^- 
f ~ o n ,  and t h a t  f i e! ]  were determined t o  s ~ ~ p p o r t  its 1iOerty in rid indepcndar i t c .  ISut 
these insinuations, however ar t ful  and plausible, were not  attended with any great  
success: tlio brethren in general, saw through the  mask, and t reated them with proper 
contempt : fully convinced, t h a t  nothing more w;is 111earit by the Incorporation, t h a n  
to  render tlie Society more respectable and permanent,  without affecting the  
utiiversii1it.v. or the f1111dii111~1~t~l laws therrol-, in any manner whatever. 

J3y insinuations, howover, of this sort. a report prevailed, t h a t  a great  niinilior 
of tlie Mociety t i isupproved of a n  liicorpor:ition, tthich induced tlie Grand Mashr to  

call a rneoliiig 01 tlie Grand Officers, a.nd Masters of Lodges, to  know their  fiiir~t 
sentiments on the  point :  when. out of near 100 present,, there appeared only 12 or 1.5 
who dissented: Tlie rest applauded t11o meiisures taken,  and signed a respectful le t ter  
t o  the  Grand Master, re turning him thanks for his past conduct, and requesting him 
t o  proceed, so / f i r  as  to  have n. form of the intended C!harter drawn up ,  a n d  sent  t u  
the  several Lodges for their approbation; which the  Deputy CSrand Master assured 
them should be done, before any farther steps wore t aken ;  alledging t h a t  the  Grand 
Lodge o n l y  could determine, whether the Society should be Incorporated or not. 

Thit how vain were all those efforts t o  preserve peace and 11iir111011~; disappoint- 
ments in  succession, drove the discontended to  desperate means; desperate indeed t h e n  
w e :  for imxuediately af ter  the  last public meeting, the  blaster,  and Past  Master of 
a l'rivute lmlge. in the  liiime of t h a t  Loclge, caused a rai 'ent  i n  be c11lered  in ono of 

the  Offices, through which t2he Charter was to pass; with a view, if possible, t o  deter 
the  Society from prosecuting their laudable intentions: thereby crontiny; n i lec~ssitv 
to have a hearing before the  Crown Lawyers, as  t o  the  util i ty nt' ;l measure. which 
could only be argued with pro;~,riefy,  in the  Grand Ixidge : and t h i s  step Wiis i:iken. 
even  before any plan of the  Clinrter c o ~ d d  be prepared,  and  before they knew, w h e t h e r  
by the  tenour tliereof, t he  Socu4y would have the least reason to  nbgreL what had 
been done. This d n c i o v n  proceeding, did not,  how ever, pass unnoticed : a oompliiint 
was made ;igainst t h ~  Lodgo, for  d ( l ~ * t t ~ y  t o  e-ntw w c l i  (1, c r ~ i ' d ,  aiid thereliv r u i r ~ i  t r v -  
( i c t ing  t he  authority and determination of the  Grand Lodge. 

At  the  Quarterly Communication, held the  28th of &wil las t ,  the- brethren voted 
this Lodge was guilty of a high of/pure : and a motion was made, t h a t  their con- 
stitIution should be taken away,  which ~o i i l c l  undoubtedly have been the  case so 

incensed was tohe Society a t  their proceeding-; liad not the  Master desired permission. 
(as  a n  atonement for the offence), t o  ask public purdoii, \ \ - I ~ i c - l i  he siccorclir~gly did ; 2nd 
the Lodge was tlierriipoii restored to  favour. 



At the  same Grand Lodge the  Deput,y Grand Master informed the  brethren, 
tha t .  agreeable to  his promise; a plan of the intended Charter of Incorporation had 
been sent t o  the  several Lodges for tlieir approbation, and t h a t  the  following re turn 
had been received: For  the  Iiicorl~oraiioii 168 Lodges, against it 43. A motion was 
tlien made, and the cluestion pu t ,  whether the  Society should, or should not be 
Incorporated, and i t  was again  carried in  the affirmative, by a v e r ! ~  great  majority. 

After this fresh check, the  par ty  had recourse t o  their usual mode of proceeding. 
A private meeting ^ a s  called, t o  consider of the  steps necessary t o  be taken in support 
of their Cause; when some lew Enthusiasts proposed an a t t empt  t o  d iv ide  the  Society; 
but  this Motion was over-ruled by the mure rnuih'rdle par t  of the  Company, who it 
seems ^ere of opinion, t h a t  the  Caveat, already entered, should remain, (notwith- 
standing the  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of t h e  Grand Lodge) and the  Charter be opposed; and in 
Case their Objections should be over-nilpcl. and set  up a neiv (pre tended)  Grand Master ;  
with which Resolution the  Meeting broke up. Yet in this they will probably be 
deceived, as 110 Nobleman or Gentleman can approve of behaviour, so directly repugnant 
t o  the  Laws and Principles of our Order, calculated t o  suppress all par ty  Cabals, and 
t o  encourage Jlarmony and  Peace. 

In this situation Affairs remain ;it liresent, and as they a r e  of the  utmost 
concern t o  the  Society, tlie Grand Master ^as  umvilli~ig t o  omit th is  opportunity of 
transmitting you a n  account thereof. 

I shall only add: t1i:it as Transactions of the  best tendency, may (by a dis- 
appointed Par ty)  be represented as  f raught  with the  blackest and  most pernicious 
consequences; the most Worshipful Grand Master trusts,  t h a t  if any applications should 
be made to  our bret,hren i n  the  countr'y, they will he treated with proper contempt, 
and tha t  the  respective Lodges will triinsmit to  me the  purport of such applications. 
Be assured the  present Grand Officers have ever had the  real interests of t.he Society 
a t  hea r t ;  and i t  is expected, notwithstanding all opposition, t h a t  the  Charter of 
Incorporation will be obtained, (of which you shall have proper notice) and t h a t  i t  
will tend to  the  general good of the  C'.ruft: for with t h a t  view, iitlil t h a t  alone, it was 
first proposed. Your contributions as usual, will be received with due respect. T wish 

the  brotherhood every happiness, und remain with sincere regard, 
f i g h t  Worship fu l  Minster, ami J l re t l i~en- ,  

\'u1ir m o s t  A f fec t iona te  h o t h e r ,  
Doctors Commons I A M E S  11 KSRLTINE, G .  S. 

June  10, 1769. 
This  s t a t ement  of t h e  case i n  favour  of Incorpora,t ion would a p p e a r  t o  

h a v e  been circulated general ly  amongstt  all t h e  Modern Lodges  b o t h  a t  home  
a n d  abroiid. I-leseltine's L e t t e r  Troolc ltenrs evideilce of ofTicial coii~miinications 
addressed d u r i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  half of t h e  y e a r  1769 t o  t h e  P rov inc ia l  G r a n d  Masters  
of Amer ica ,  C a n a d a  and Benga l ,  a n d  nea re r  home  t o  t h e  Provincia l  G r a n d  
Master  of Scilly,  s imilar  communicat ions  being addressed d u r i n g  the same  period 
t o  p r iva te  Lodges  a t  G i b r a l t a r  mut St. Christ,ophers, i n  t h e  Barbados  and 
A n t i g u a ,  a n d  in N o r t h  and S o u t h  Carol ina .  Two of these  l e t t e r s  m a y  be  quoted 
as fa i r  specimens of t h e  r emainder ,  which a r e  a l l  couched in t h e  same s t r a in  :- 

Doctors Commons 11 Augt. 1769. 
Isaac Head F ~ q r .  P.G.Sf. Scilly. 
Sir. 

1 have j u s L  received your favor of the 7th 1nst;uit  and should have 
had much pleasure 111 furnishing you \\it11 the  particulars you request. had 
i t  boon i n  my power: But for various reasons, the  Charter of Incorporation 
is a t  a s tand,  till t he  next Qiiiu-terly Cominunic011 . wlien the  final Determma- 
tion o f  t he  Grand Lodge will ho had-after which, you may depend on hearing 
from me a s  soon us possible in answer to  your Request.-The Char t r r  remains 
a t  present with the  Blanks ~~nsnpp l i ed .  

1 am Sir ,  Your -most :l fl'octiona t e  13 ror. <S- Obedt. Servant 
JAS.  I I K S I C L ~ ~  ~ N K  G.S. 



T t ' ~ i l . w c /  io II.S of /,//,C (?W/  tor ( ' o t ' ~ / U l f * f '  J ,n/ / ( / f ! .  

Bro. George Erriiigtoii, P.G.S. Ihrbadoes. 
. . . . . You will therein illso find a circular Letcter on the  Siibject 

of a11 Incorporation. Since tahe printing of t h a t  Letter, divers other Lodges 

to  tlia number of 70 or 80. have sent their iipr.rolnitions, and the  opposition 
seems t o  be nearly annihilated; so t h a t  in my next,  I hope t o  have the  
pleasure of acquainting you tha t  the Charter is obtained: which I th ink  
cannot fail of answering nuiny ' :~dvantageous purposes t o  the  Society as a 
charitable insti tution, by giving energy t o  i ts  excellent Laws, ancl dignity t o  
the  whole order. Our most Noble G . 3 1 .  and  his Deputy are :dorod by t he  
Society in General, a n d  J t rus t  will no t  quit  Ilioir SttiiLions, till they have 
accomplished many advantageous regulations. 

Doctors Commons (&c. ) l .H. 
1 3  Novl'. 1769. 

The Grand Secretary 'S expectation that  Grand Lodge a t  its approaching 
meeting would reach a final determination on the question of Incorporation was 
not to be realised, for a t  the meeting of Grand Lodge held on October 27th, 1769 
(Rowland Holt, S.G.W., on the Throne as G.M..) a resoluttion was moved by 
Brother Maskall, Master of the Ark Lodge, with the object of ensuring that  the  
funds of the Society should be a t  the disposition of the Grand Officers of the 
year. by menus of a series of annual transfers. This proposal met with stout 
opposition, particularly on the part  of those who resisted the scheme for Incorpora- 
tion, fears being entertained by tliese brethren t h a t  such funds, if transferred, 
would be utilised in financing the Grand Master's project. 

d 

According to the Gri111d Lodge M inutes : - 

The G.T.  delivered in his Account which was read and approved of. 
and LliPre appeared a l%allancs in his Ilancls of Â£1-19- exclusive of Â£20 
col le~ied this Niglit, and  Â£l30i I3t111li Annuities Consolidated with Â * 

Subscription towards the  Grand Lodge Fund.  
13rothcr Berkeley thou resigiird his Staff of Office, and was unanimously 

re-elected Grand Treasurer for the  eusning Year. 
Brother Masksill blaster of the Ark Lodge then made some observa- 

t ions upon tlie nature  of the  Security given by the  Grand Treasurer for the  
Fund  of the  Society, and thought i t  would be for the  benefit of the  whole 
Body. t o  have such Fund  Annually Transferred into the  names of the  Grand 
Officers for Lhe time being, :ind concl~uled with :L Motion That  tlie Money 
iti111di11g in the  Bunk of England in the  Names of Mr .  Berkeley :ind his 
Sureties, on behalf of and in Trust  for t h i s  Society, should lip immediately 
Transferred into the  Names of the presrnt Grand Officers, which w a s  duly 
seconded, and  af ter  mature  deliberation 

Resolved 

Tha t  the  S u m  of Â£130 standing in the Names of 3 l r .  Rowland Berkeley 
a s  Grand Treasurer,  togclher and his t v o  Sureties M r .  Artlmr Beardinorc 
and Mr. R,ichard Nevisoii, in the  3 p". Cent C'onsolidatecl Annuities of the  
.Bank of J ~ ~ n ~ l a n c l .  being the Property of :ind h d d  in  Trust  for  th is  Society, 
be immediately Tnuisferri-'(1 into tlie N;I ines of the  present Grand Officers. 
And t h a t  the  Grand Secretary do in Wri t ing ac-~~t ia int  the said Mr. Rowland 
Berkeley, M r .  Arthur Bearclinore, and VI 1%. Richard Nev ison with th is  resolu- 
tion :ind desire the  Transfer to  be made accordingly. 

All Business being over the  Grand Lodge was Closed in due Form.  

, I n  pursuance of this resolution the  Grand Secretary on October 31st wrot<e 
the following letter : - 



Mess"\ Herkeley, Heardmorc & Nevison 
Gentle-men, 

At. ;L Quart^.  C'omin11. of the Society of Free & Accrptecl llasons; held 
a t  the  Crown & Anchor Tavern in the  Strand on Friday last the  "27  ̂ In'-'tant., 
i t  was resolved That  the  money standing in the  Names of M'. Rowld. Berkeley, 
]fr. Arthur Beardmore and Mr. Richard Nevison, in the  l h n k  of England on 
behalf of and  in t rus t  for the  sd. Society should be forthwith Transferred into 
the  names of t h e  present Grand Officers T am therefore directed to  acquaint 
you wit11 siich resolution and to desire you Ã i l l  imniediiitely Transfer the  
\ame into the  nsiiiics of His  Gracp the  Duke of lieaufort, The HonbIn. Charles 
Dillon! I?owl[1. Kerkeley Gciii. James Heselt inr Gent.  n lid Williani Smith 
Bridle Gutter a s  the  present Grand Officers of the  said Society, pursiiuiit t o  
the  above mentioncil resolution. Your speecly ailsr. will oblige. 

Gentlemen 
Your most obedt. Servt. 

Doctors Commons . I l l .  
31 Oct*. 1769. G.S. 

Beardmore  m u s t  h a v e  p rompt ly  raised objections t o  this proposal,  f o r  these 
th ree  le t ters  were  addressed t o  him within the n e x t  few days .  Bea.rdmore's 
le t ters  in reply have  n o t  been t raced,  bu t  ttheir n a t u r e  i s  sufficiently indicated 
by the letkers addressed t o  him :- 

To .Mr. Deardinore 
Sir,  

Mr. Berkeley h a v i n g  ~ l l i s  day ac'quaintd. iiir t h a t  yoii wished to  see a. 

Copy of the  minute  of the  Grand Lodge relative t o  the  transfer of t h e  Fund 
of tlie F ree  Masons Society l ~ y  the  la te  Grand Treasurer t o  Mr. Berkeley Ac 
I accordingly inclose you a copy thereof and a111 Sir Your humble Servant 

Doctors Commons l A s .  HESKTJTIN1~~. G.S.  
211. Xovr. 1769. 

A r thur  Hcardmore Esqr. 
Sir 

I am inforined by the  G.S. t h a t  you refuse to  Trcin~fer the  Stock 
belonging t o  t h e  Society to  the  presG. Grand Officers, after the  resolution of 
the  Grd. Lodge :it the  last Quartl-". Coin". Snu-e t h a t  resolution is parsed I 
inn obliged t o  inforce the  l~;xecution of i t ,  ;mcl hold myself acconntabie. t o  
the  Socivty in t ins  business by virtue of lily office. I therefore hope you 
will comply without delay, i>s this affair must absolutely be settled previous 
to  measures of the  utmost importance, or t h a t  you will favor me with your 
reasons for th is  denial, t h a t  1 inay take the  Opinion of tlie Society, t o  
determine upon proper nietliods t o  recover and secure i ts propertj .  1 am 
S i r  Your very 1i11mlile Servt. 

Hertford Str t .  CIIAs. DILLON. 
I*''. NOT". 1769. 

To Artlmr Beardmore Esqr. 
S i r  

Your aversion to  Compliments proves your modesty, which generally 
accompanies superior merit-those I pilid you in 111y Letters were only the  
t r ibute  due t o  t h a t  mer i t :  but  since you refuse even the  praise you h s t l y  
deserve. 1 shall without :iny more C'ompliments l i ~ k e  the  liberty t o  iii:~ke some 
observations on the  Let ter  I rocl'[l. from yoii yesterday. I have read it 
several times with great  attention and think i t  above the  comprehension of 
those who cannot recoiicilo contradio~~\  You first s;xs the  Seerys. information 
to  nio, of your refusing t o  comply ivt11. t he  resolution of the  G.L.  is false, &, 

iii t he  n e x t  Line. you tell me YOU will not- transfer the  Stock till YOU have 



met, consulted and o,dvisc(L You will bp pleased to take notice t h a t  t h e  

Society has. nothing t o  do w i t h  your Consultations the  Craft  has certainly 
a r ight  t o  entrus t  its property to  whom it pleases you a re  not left t o  J u d g e  
whether such Dispo~i t~ion be proper or not. b u t  a re  bound in Duty t o  obey 
the resolution of the  G.L. as  well a s  myself, which order has occasioned this  
agreable correspondence. I must therelore repeat my request t h a t  YOU will 
before next Sunday name a future  Day :is early a s  possible for finally se t t l ing 
this business otherwise 1 will call n G.L. when you may rest  assured your 
Letters shall fairly be produced. that  you 111a.y not be deprived of t h a t  share  
of praise, (notwithstanding your blushing merit)  you a re  so justly intitlecl 
to  ; by your elegant perforinnnce 

Your hb1c. Servant 
Novl. 9 'h l T O ? I .  C U s .  DILLON. 

T h i s  refusal on the p a r t  of 13eardmore led t o  t h e  summoning  of a n  Extra- 
o rd ina ry  G r a n d  Lodge  a t  the Crown a n d  Anchor  o n  November  29ih, 1769, a t  
which Char les  Dillon presided a s  G r a n d  31 as ter ,  when  

The Most Worshipful Grand  Muster acqiuiiuted the  Brethren t h a t  in 
pursuance of the  resolution of last (,).C?. Mr. lowland  Herkeley Grand 
Treasurer, Mr .  Arthur  ISeardmore, and  Mr.  Ric'liard Nevison his two 
Sureties, had  been applied to, and recluired t o  Transfer tlie Â£130 Bank 
Annu. Consolidated, standing in  their Names on behalf of. and in Trust  for. 
this Society, into the  Names of t he  present Grand Officers-That A i r .  
liorkeley and Mr. Nevison had agreed t o  comply therewith, but  t h a t  M r .  
IJearclmore had refused to join in the  Transfer-The G.11 also produced 
sniiclry Letters t h a t  had passed between himself and Mr. 13eardiiiore relative 
thereto,  whicli were read. 

Brother Ethvards P.G.W. then spoke in fiisiifn'atiun of lirol. Beard- 
more's conduct, and allcdp-erl that  he could not safely comply with tlie 
resolution of tlie G.L for Transferring tlie Stock, as  he would thereby subject 
himself t o  Actions a t  the Su i t  of the  Obligees. 

I n  answer to  this assertion the  G.S. read the  13ond given for securing 
the  Fund.  K y  t he  condition of which it appeared-That on compliance with 
the  resolutions of the  (2.1,. sncli Boilcl wo~ilcl become void. 

The G.M. hereupon observed-That i t  n a ~ ,  his sincere wish to  have t h e  
Mat ter  sett.led in an amicable manner,  and tlm t every possible lenient 
Measure might be persued on this Occsision-For which purpose he  proposed 
tlia.1 :I, Letter should be wrote' t u  The Iliglit Houonilile Lord lilayney, Colonel 
John Salter,  Itichard R i p k y .  a n d  Charles l'u(Tiiall Esquires, as  Obligees in  
the  Bond. t o  request their concurrence in the  Measures taken-which was 
duly Seconded- 

And on piitting the  Question-it passed i n  tlie Afir~native-Whereupon 
a Letter was prepared by a ComnuLLee o f  Kive Brctliren nominatml for t h a t  
purpose-And the  same was read, approved of, a n d  directed t o  be Signed 
by each of t h e  then acting Grand Officers- 

All lousiness being over the Grand Lodge w;is closed in  duo Form. 

Le t t e r s  writken by t h e  G r a n d  Secretary  d u r i n g  t he  m o n t h  of December 
indicate  that  t h e  Obligees were  i n  no h u r r y  t o  reply t40 this official communicat ion.  
Of these  letters,  two may be quoted with advan tage  :- 

To B'-. M^Coul S e c ' ~ .  of flip Lodge a t  Darlington. 
Sir & 1 W .  

I duly roc'c1. yl- .  favor of t<he 2 3 .  Nor1. and ;tin authorized IJJ t he  G.Y.  
to  re turn your Lodge thanks in the  ii;iiiie.s of all Hie G. Offm. for the  great  
regard & confidence reposed i n  their honour & justice by grant ing a Deputa- 
tion for t h e  i ~ ~ i p o i l i t m ~ .  of such Brethren t o  attend the last  G.L. as they shd. 



approve of, b u t  i t  was judged unnecessary t o  appoint a n y  representatives 

for you on t h a t  O C C ~ I S ~ O ~ .  I n  order t o  five you ;L regular acet. of the  inten- 
tion of t h a t  meetg. I must begin by telling you t h a t  a t  t he  last Q.C. in 
October last. i t  was resolved t h a t  the  Sum of Â£130 stands. in the  Bank in  
the  names of Mr. Rowld. J3orkeley, Mr. Arthur  ljeardmore <&Â Mr. Richd. 
Nevison as  his two Sureties o n  behalf of and in  Trust  for the  Society of Free  
Masons shd. be immediately Transferred into tlie names of the  prost. G.O. 
Mr. Berkeley & Mr. Nevison accordingly declared they were ready t o  Transfer, 
but  Beardmore refused. The last Ex t ra  Grand Lodge wiis therefore called 
t o  consider of the  mensures necessary t o  be taken for the  recovery of this 
niono~-. It is sPciirecl t o  the  Society l ~ y  a Bond, which w:is i n  the  yr. 1766 
given by the  3 beforementli. Gent'. to  Lord Blayney Col]. Salter Mr. Riplev 
& M'. Tuffnall, then G.O.  The G.L therefore resolved t h a t  a LP. shd. be 
wrote to  tliose Gentlemen, desiring their concurrence i n  the  measures taken, 
as by tliat means the  Bond inay be pu t  in force n t  Coiiion L a w ,  and the  money 
be easily recovered-but sh11. they. or  any of them,  refuse t o  concur, t h e  
Society will be under  the  ilissigreable necessity o f  Fyling a liill in Chancy. 
against the  parties, a s  the only met.hod left them for the  recovery of their 
property What, will be t l n ~  event of these Letters a, l i t t le t ime must shew. 
The par ty  I mentd. in  my circular ~ r i n t e d  Let ter  trausmitted you some time 
since. who were endeavouring t o  foment a Division, a r e  the  sole abettors of 
this inftiinous detention. When anything- further is done you wi l l  he 
acquainted v i t .  

The Gfl.  Treasl.  is now out of Town, so t l i i l t  I am unable a t  pisest. to  
give you any ansr. t o  the  money you remitted i n  Decl'. hist, hu t  you inay 
depend upon hears. from 
last. 

The n e s t  C'ofnittee 
Str*.  011 Wednesday the  
following (the Ttll F b ~ y .  
remittance. 

me on tha t  head shortly T was  not Secry. in Decl,. 

of Chan ty  will be held i l l  t he  ll'orn Tavern Fleet 
3181- J a i r ' y .  next-:nid ilie Q.C. on the  Wednesday 
before \v^. t ime be plrsised t o  make yr. intended 

13.Ci.M.; Norwich. 

I n  my last  1 acquainted you with the  reasons for calling the  late 
extraordinary G.L. a t  which it was resolved t h a t  every possible Lenible 
measure should be pursued I'or the recovery of our Charitable F u n d  rather 
than  go t o  extremes (M*. l3enrclmore having refused t o  Transfer pursuant t o  
the  resolutions of the  former G.1,. as  I also informed) And therefore a L'. 
was wrote t o  Lord Blay~iey and the other Ohl~gees in the  Bond reclnesting 

their concurrence in  the  resolnt0'-18. ;is by thei r  assent the  Bond may be 
inforced a t  Common Law & t h e  property easily recovered, wi~icli otherwise 
caunot be done without a liill in Chancery. To this L". we have not yet  
received any Answer and therefore cannot say what will be the  event. 

I am Sir &c. 
D's. C'oiiions 1 9 t h  December 1769. .J H 

The reply, when it did arrive, was in t,hese terms:- 

7 Jany.  1770. 
Sr. 

Jdsiving received a letter signecl by the  Grand Officers of a n  extra- 
ordinary Grand Lodge held 2911' Novr. 1769 requesting us t o  signify our con- 
ci~i-rence to  t h e  ino:isnros tlic1rein mentioned by ; I  line addressed t n  you. 



I n  answer thereto,  we desire t o  on~u in  them, t h a t  as Obligecs of tlio 
Hand given for socuring the  1:300Â 3 11~ ' .  Cent Ann Consolcld. We look upon 
ourselves Trustees for the  Society s i t  large. ;incl cannot give our assent to 

tin' measures sit present proposed, which we think neither legal constitutional 
or tending to  tlie gouonil Good of the Cra f t :  & more espec-iiilly, as we a n -  

u t  :I loss t o  know what  Construction to p u t  on a Declaration made by t he  

Deputy Gmncl ^Faster in :i Letter t o  Brother Bearclinore on this subject. by 
which lie informs him. t l iat  t he  Transfer of the  Annuities must be absolutely 
ninde previous to measures of the utmost ilIl]~C)~ti111~~. 

IVe Sr. 
Your att'ectioni~te ISrotIiers 

JOHN SALTEB P.D.G.11. 
To RICHi). H 1PLEY P.S.G.W. 

Mr. .Limes Heseltinc. OHAS. TUFNELL P.J.G.TV 

I n  t h e  meantime the Opposit'ion had not  been idle. Towards  t h e  end of 
December, 1769, Lodges  received :I lengthy :nionymous pamphle t  dealing wi th  
t,hese financial proposiils. T h i s  pamphlet re:id : - 

IU GHT WOKSHIPFU L MASTRK ;nu1 KRETII I?EN, 
As mi extraorcliniiry C4rand Loilge has been lately held ior the  purpose of sett l ing 

affairs of tolie utmost importance to the  Craft ,  i t  surely cannot be thought improper or  
unconstitutional t o  tmnsmi t  t o  the  different Loilges a t r u e  and faithful account of i t s  
proceedings; fur though i t  may be tiwo t h a t  vei'ilfis uiVni,in. p u r i f ,  i t  is eriually certiiin 
t h a t  t r u t h  will stand firm. on its own basis, while , ) , ~ m r i ~ p f ~ s e n , t i i f i o n s  iieod the  support 
of those in puuer. 

Prior to  the recital of wh:it passed a t  tlie Grand 1,odgy sibove mentioned it will 
be necessary t o  take a retrospect of the  conduct of our present Grand Officers for i i  

short  t ime before.-Our Most Worshipful Grand Niistcr, with the greiitest good-will t o  

tlie Craf t ,  proposed sonic t ime ago t o  provide us Ã § i t  a Charter,  as  the means of 

i.endenng u s  a legal and perm:i iieiii body. from one self-c-resitecl, and  having no legul 
existence: -the thoughts of being thus sheltered under the  wings of royiil author i ty ,  
were too flattering not t o  produce tlie most pleasing ideas in the  mind of every zealous 
M:ison. w h o  did not iiiatnrely clelilierntc on what might he the  conseqncnces of sndi  
I change 111 our constitution : ;i s(~1iei1ie was produced, and,  af ter  lunch opposition nn(l 
alteration, agreed to.  fw -r( i ismg Ã f i i t t t l  to  d r / ' r q  t h e  P I ~ ~ J C M C ! !  of erect'tn!j a / ; U ? / ,  < f  c. : 

but however great  was the  majority in favour o f  the scheme', t he  articles of tthic-11 it 
c-onsisted were ne\ertbeless several of them of the  most dishonourable k i n d ;  some beiiig 
of n most oxtortioiiiite nature ,  others sett ing the  prerogativt~ of the  Griiiid Master t o  

sale. Things seemecl now in a p rospe ro~ ,  t r a in ,  and the  Ciraft were in expectation 
t l ia t  their next meeting would have been by incorporation : b u t  unfortunately. some 
thinking Brethren, finding how absurd i t  w o u l d  be' to attt*iiipt the  incorporation of :i 
body of people. natives of nil nations, and resident in nil countries:  and fur ther  con- 
sidering, tliilt a s  the  power of the CTOM 11 extends no far ther  in the  business of iiicorporii- 
t ion than  to i t s  OAMI natural  siibjects. or those wlio a re  become so by naturalization. 
(and not unto them unless resident in  Great Britain);  so i f  t he  Charter proposed 
should be obtiiiiiecl, i t  must iiec~ssarily cu t  off Iron) our body all foreigners not ;ilrp:ulv 
naturalized, as well those in our ouii couutry a s  those beloiiging to Lodges aL'ro:id; 
these Brethren, I say, finding the  :il~siirdity of the  :ittempt. determined t o  use tlieii 
utmost efforts to  prevent i t  : and i n  conseqiience of these considerations, :l caveat was 
regularly entered against i t  i n  the  proper law-office by the  Caledonian Lodge, tlio 
members of which (being principnlly foreigners, and conseqiiently incapable of becoming 
participants of any a d ~ a n t ~ a g e s  which might arisi) from the  iicqnisition ut 11 Charter,  or  
oven of being considered :it i1lly ra te  .is members of the  body when corporate) were not 
only justifhible in, bu t  commencli~ble for their behaviour on this occabioii . this. how- 
ever, appeared t o  the  Ilepiity-Gr:ni(l-Master .is so heinous ii crime; t h t  he, u-ithoztt  
much cun<1<)n:r, ordered them to  bo IMPEACHED ( i t  new word in the ^Masonic 



h n g t ~ i ~ g e ) :  and  when the  matter came judicicilfy before the  Grand Lodge in Quarterly 

C'oiiimiimention i i ~ ~ e l l l ~ ~ ~ e d .  they nere  voted ! / tnl t!y  of on offence, (though not :it the- 
motion of tlie Deputy-Grand-Master, who was desirous of proceeding t o  extreme piinisli- 

nient before i t  wns known t h i ~ t  the  Gritlid lmlge  held them guilty);  however, t he  
necessilry quest.ion being put .  tlie Lodge declared them guilty : mid then the  Deputy- 
Grand-Mastor (sure of a tr iumph) proceeded to  wreak his vengeaiwr on  them, by 

moving the Lodge to  take away their coiistitiition ; but  a g rea t  majority appearing 
against i t  lie insisted upon a SCTSI'TINY (another novelty 1 )  though being a t  length 
dissuaded f roni so r:ish a i i  a t t empt ,  he N as (1.1 ( K  iuiisl if p ln i scd  (because it was the- 
pleasure of the Lodgtb) t o  accept tlivir submission. 

This b e l l l ~  the t rue  st;itc of the  case (iiotwit11st:iiidiiig tin' ~ ~ o t o r i o v f  f ( i l s c l i u ( T  
in the letter t o  which the  Grancl Secretary. I siippusr: iin-[n'iulr it.tl)i. subscribed Ins name) 

tlie C'hiirt~r cam1 ng:iiti upon  the  t i ipis;  ancl we nere given to  unclerstancl, t h a t  as. 
soon as the  i~ff t~irs  of the  Craf t  could be properly prepared t o  receive i t ,  a Char te r  

could bo obtained in fhct ~c (lr/!/.s :-a sl>eed 11 Inch consider~ny all things,  is not 1 ery 
credible: but  since t h a t  t ime we have heard nothing more concoming it ,  except in 
distant h ints ;  a n d  tlierc is much reason t o  suppose, t h a t  the  impetuosity of the- 
incorporating pill-tv t ired them before they reached tlie goal, and  caused them to finish 
their career too soon. Howevrr 

All on a sudden the  Cra i i  were alarmed by a violent suspicion t h a t  those- obstinate 
people, t o  whose t rus t  the  fund of Charity \v:is committed, had no intention of sur- 

miden i ig  i L  t o  the  older of  t he  Grand lmdge ;ind in consequence thereof ;1 motion 
w;is made, t h a t  the  money in the  funds should aiiiiii:illy be trtiiisforred into the  hands 
of the Ch'and Oflicerb for tlie t ime being;  which being earned in the  affirniative, the  
Deputy-Grand Master wroLo t o  the  trustees t o  inform them of the  resolution of the  
Grand Lodge, and t o  require a traiisler accordingly; but received in answer from 11s 
Boardmore (one of them) t h a t  lie could not comply with his roqnest, till he should have 
consulted tliose Pas t  Grand Officers to  whom lie g;ive his bond. nor could he with s:ifety 
to himself transfer tin' same without their consent. Tin's was  the  general purport ol' 

a corrcspoudence, the  rest of which, on the part  of the Deputy-Grnnd-^Vlsister, consisted 

of l i t t le mure t1i;in such sneering compliments, as (-;in 1)y 110 iiieiiiis tend to  make his 
person beloved, though they may m:ike his pen feared : t he  following passage in one of 
the  Dcpnty-Graiid-YJiister's letters secnis w o r l l ~ , ~  of observation. viz ' Ã§.  i i i i s  ( i f f i m  

m i ~ f  absolutel!y be s e t t l e d  I ?~+ev i~~ i t s  t o  JII misni~c.s o f  t11 P u t m o s t  impur ta  rice " ; and h e r e  

I must observe, t h a t  it would luive well become him t o  liuve :icquaiiitecl the Grand 
Lodge what were those mighty affsiirs w hose execution depended on. rind which were 
ol' necessity to  bo preceded liv :I t ransfer  of tlie stock.-Alas! Alas! thus  to t r ea t  us 
is :~t te inpt~ing t o  decrive us with our eyos open '  and only drawing a co l~~ ie l )  veil over 

tlie p lan ,  wliich the  brush of candid enquiry must soon sweel) down. 

l t is very iem:irl~aI~l~:.  t h a t  hitherto the Craft  h a s  never boeii informed how the-  
lxpence of obtairiing a Chnrter was t o  be defrayed: the  scheme before mentioned- 
iniglit indeed ;it one t ime lie spc~cmlat~'c1 upon,  ;is siill1cient t o  iinsiscr all deiininds; but  
experience seems t o  find t h e  scheme ra ther  I ^ t o p i o i i :  i t  may wi th  propriety be con- 

jectured. tlierefoic, t h a t  the  niniicy is naiit ing to  l i ~ l ~ ~ l i i i ~ ~  the  Cliiirter: niid tlirit i f  

you give 1111 your fund into the  hands of the Grand 0fTicer.i. without security for i ts  
appliciition t o  ~ h i i r i t v  ouly, gi'estt ptirt of  u l i i ~ t  was meant for t h e  relief of di-'tresseil 
13rethro11, will be made use of to  food tlie luxury of court-drones, :iiid gratify tlit* 
ambition of those who mislead our rulers. A strong arguinent in support of th is  
coi~,iectiire is, t h a t  unless the  13001. w;is minted for tlie p~irposv of obfa i i t in ( j  ; I  C'li;~rter, 
our incorporation need not be retarded ; seeing tliat thougli the  Cli;irter should be 
obtained previous t o  the  transfer of the stock, yet the  body corporate ~ o u l d  by means 
of their Cliiirter: be enabled t o  c o t n ~ ~ e l  the trustees t o  deliver up their t rus t  t o  the  
Gr:ind Officers, or sucli of their members as thoy should appoiiit t o  receive i t  but  
"Â i f  i s  ,necessa)'\i tli(1f t1w stork: s h o t ~ l d  1)e transferred previous f o  mc(isttrces (if the 
a f m o s t  i / ~ p o r f a r n ' ~  ' : - a n d  so i t  is. if i t  be thought a ni:ittcr of ntniost iittportauco" 



t o  r n k e  dupes of so large a body of 11~oplc as  ^'lasonry is composed of : which. I t ru s t .  
will not be the  ctxse, . i f  you will thin!; fur yourselves a moment; but a t  present 

deciptinuf specie r e c t i .  
I n  consideration of Brother H~i i rdniores  refusal t o  cornldy with so iinconstitii- 

tional a proceeding, sin. c ~ c t r a o r c l i ~ t ~ n ~ ~ ~ /  Grand Lodge was called, with ex traord inary  
precipitation, t o  consider th is  ma t t e r ;  and was opened by a speech which the  Deputy- 

Grand-Master read to the  assembly. and which some culled a pathetic ,  others a v i r u l e n t  
composition : I t  nni';t be allowed, t h a t  he expatiated with much and  most sympathetic 
energy on the  many 1i:xrdships t o  which the  petitioning members of our Fraterni ty  were 
reduced by the  Charity being nith-liolclen from their relief; b u t  as  i t  is well known, 
t h a t  no petitioner has e t e r  ye t  failed of receiving whatever relief t h e  Grand Lodge has  
thought fit t o  g ran t  him, I shall leave this stubborn fact  to reply t o  t h a t  erroneous 
p a r t  of the  Deputy-Grancl-Master's declamation. After much debate, t he  managers of 
th is  farce, finding themselves t o  have made an egregious mistake, by applying to t h e  
t h r e e  Trustees for the  transfer,  when they should have demanded i t  of those t o  w h o m  
t h e  bond of t h e  suid Trus tees  was ( l iven,  came t o  a resolution t o  make application t o  
the  proper persons ; and a letter was immediately composed for t h a t  purpose : -and 
there  the  mat ter  now rests. Tlms this  extraordinary Grand Lodge was only held t o  
be wit.nesses of the  inability of their Officers to nidge, whether i t  were proper l o  make 
their application, for t h e  ultimate compliance with the  obligation of a bond. t o  i t s  
'Obligees or its Obligors. 

As this epistlo has unavoidably reached a length much greater than  was a t  first 
intended. I shall quit  t he  debate concerning the  transfer (which, I think,  is so plain a s  
t o  need no comment) and  conclude with a few cursory remarks on some par ts  of t h a t  
night 's  conference. which wore merely incidental.-In the  course of the  debates, a n  
accusation was laid against a Pas t  Grand Officer then present. alledging, Tha t  lie had 
proposed a division of t h e  Craft ,  and the  sett ing u p  another Grand blaster. To this  
accusation tlie Dep~ity-Grand-Master (who i t  must be understood all through this  letter 
s a t  as Grand M a s t e r  unless in the  im.pf~acJinicnf of the  Caledonian Lodge, when the  
Grand Master himself was present, and distinguished himself bv the  uprightness of his 
laehnviour) listened with great a t t en t  ion am1 apparent  pleasure : bnt  w h e n  the accused 
desired t o  be heard i n  his defence (which if heard, would have been plain, and must 
have acquitted him totally) the  Depnty-Graiid-Master stood zip with seeming warmth, 
and declared, T h a t  the business of t,liat meeting was of such consequence, t h a t  he  
would not. suffer i t  t o  be interrupted by sin57 thing whatever t l iat  did not come 
immediately to  the  point.-Why then was the  accusation heard?-When the  ex tempore  
committee was  withdriiw~i to form the  letter o f  application, a, motion was made, t h a t  
t h e  future  sidvertiseiiients for the  meeting of Grand Lodges should be addressed To t l ic  
Free  and Accepted Masons,  and  tha t  the words under the cons t i tu t ion  o f  England 
should be thenceforth omitted ; b u t  here tlie Deputy-Grand-Miister suffered an alterca- 
tion t o  ensue, ~ h i c l i  was c l~nte  loreign to  the  motion, and indulged i t  a s  much as  
possible; the  reason seemed to  be, because i t  was :in accusation against a Brother 
(who had rendered himself obnoxious t o  t.he Deputy-Grnnd-Master by being instrumental 
in entering the  caveat againsL the  Charter) saying, t h a t  he was the  means of with- 
drawing the  Dutch Lodge3 from their allegiance t o  our constit+ution; but  a s  t h i s  
mat ter  is to  be again rehearsed a t  the  next Quarterly Communication, T shall not seek 
t o  prejudice your opinions: though 1 c'annot help rem:irkiiig, t h a t  the  favour in uhich 
t h e  accuser is held, and  the  evil eye with which t h e  accused is regarded, give room t o  
suppose, t h a t  candour will lisive bu t  l i t t le share in tlie debate, if influence can possibly 
prevent i t .  To elucidate tins affair still fur ther ,  bo i t  oLscrved,-That the  accuser 
stands indebted t o  tlie Grand Master for conferring on him a dignity of a very extra- 
-ordinary nature,  t l iat  of Provincial Grand Master of all such foreign Lodges a s  had 
not already a Provincial Gr:uid Masi,cr of their own before his appointment ;  and this  
same Provincial Grand Mastor (whose jurisdiction may, for iiiight I know. extend t o  
the  Antipodes) resides in London .-liisnin t e  neaf i s  am i c i  !-A Provi~iciiil Grand blaster 
for Lancashire ha-> also been appointed, whose residence in  t h a t  Province is only three  



mouths i n  t he  yein-: ;md t h a t  in the  siimmrr, when Lodges meet less frequently; so 

t h a t  i t  should seem :is it' those :ippointments were only meant  t o  increase their 
partizans. a n d  make us relish unwelcome meiisures whether we will or no. 

The vast multiplicity of absurdities, and their daily increase, give rooin to  fear,  
t h a t  the Grand Lodge will shortly become a n  Augaean stable, which nothing less than 
a Masonic Herculcs will be able t o  purge from i ts  corruption:-Be i t  then, my 
Brethren, our business t o  support  the  dignity of the  Grand Officers, a n d  t o  aid them in 
nil undertakings which we shall find laudable and salutary, af ter  iudgi~ie; them by tho 
cntei ion of our con~ t~ i tu t ion  : b u t  let me intreat you, t o  consider well what may be the  
consequences of transferring your stock ; a n d  t80 debate, with t h a t  calm impartiality 
which the  seriousness of the  subject rer1~iires, t he  two lollowing questions : 

l s t ,  Wlte ther  t o  t r a n s f e r  fllc s tock i n t o  the h a n d s  of t h e  Grand Officers for 

the time Lcintq u-ithout atl!/ s t ipu la ted  sec^n, i iy ,  be riot abso lu te ly  ~ e p ~ ~ g n u n t  t o  our 
Consf  i tu t ion- faws  ? 

2''ly, l I ' J / ~ t / t c / ~  tilere be  rot^?^ t o  ( ippr (~hemf  (/?L c a s e  tJu' proposfti t r a n s f e r  
s11011.1d succeed) a m i s a p p l i r ( i t ~ o n  of t h e  j11n.d o f  Die Charif!/? 

And should i t  appear  to  you, from a discussion of these two questions, t h a t  the  
proposal for the  transfer is unjust, you will, no doubt, give proper instructions t o  your 
representatives a t  the  next Grand Lodge to  oppose the  measure, t h a t  ice be able 
t o  w i t f i s t u n d  1 1 1 1  fiiiiistel a t t e m p t s  and JICIVHK) <Jonc rill, T O  S T A N D  

On receipt of this anonymous circular, Lodges a t  Deal, Swansea, White- 
haven and Richmond (Yorks) comnnmicated with the Grand Secretary on the  
matter. 

A t  a meeting of the  Lodge of Friendship No. 3 011 Janua ry  loth, 1770; 
a t  which only three members were present, 

. . . t he  letter,  being anoninious, insidiously reflecting on the  present 
Grand Officers in respect of the  fund of Char i ty :  and  several la te  proceedings 
of the  Grand Lodge, was dc~em'd an infamous, false & jnflamatory, as  well as 
paultry production. Therefore i t  was moved, seconded & ordeed ,  tha t  i t  be, 
and the  same was accordingly, burnt.  

The Grand Secretary, i n  replying t o  the Lodge a t  Whitehaven, wrote:- 

To Lodge a t  WG.haven. 
. . . . . . The Anonymous Lr. v011 mention has been sent  t o  all the  

Lodges 111 Town :is well as Coi11it~1-y so t h a t  you need no t  give yourself the 
trouble of remittg. t he  Copy sent  t o  W.haven .  Your P.G.M.'q opinion of i t  
S very iiist. It is the  production of tlie same set  of men who have so long 
disturbed the  harmony of our G.L. and of whom mention is made in my 
Printed Circular I/. some time ago-there is hardly a circumstance through- 
out  t h a t  is not  :i Most Gross falseliood and  calculated t o  niisr. tlie most 
pernicious purposes particularly wt'l. respect t o  t h e  F u n d  of Cliaty. the  
:buthors ;ire well known to have inti~ntions of dividing t h e  Society itnd they 
have repeatedly declared previous t o  the  Measures now in agitation t h a t  
the  Â£130 B:inli Annuities should never be given u p  t o  the  Society. B u t  
t h a t  if they cod. iiccomplish the  proposed division-A New G .L. sli~l. be 
formed t h e  money shd. be appropriated t o  i t s  use. I)eclarGns. of t h i s  nature  
were some time since made by Bearclmore and another of . the Pa r ty  to  me, 

- and various other Dr". bu t  wore not credited a s  we apprehended no Hror. 
who W^. wish t o  he esteemed an honest man c d .  be guilty of 311 actpion so 
base-but a t  last t he  report became Universal and i t  was then iurlged 
necessary by sed .  Mast's. of Lodges t o  move for a Transfer into the  names 
of tlie present G.O.  w0h. was agreed to  unanimously in G.L. and  a TT. was 
sent t o  the  Piirtics concerned \ me;in the  G.T. ;ind his Sureties (in whose 
Names tlio Ann8. stand) the  Transfer t o  he made accorc113 .̂ when the  



Treasr. and one of his Sureties iiiiei1i;itely declared their readiness to  comp1~- 
but He:~rclmore refused allege^. he pd. not do i t  with safety, withb. tlie coil- 
currence of tlie Obligees in the  Bond given for Securing this  Money n o t ~ i t h -  
 stand^. by the  condition of the  bond it. is ospressly decliired that. i f  t he  
G.T. î  his Sureties shall tran.>fer tlie Stock A' coinply iv1l1. the  resolutns. of 

the  G.L. respectg. the  same then t h e  oblig", is t o  be void A:r. Now tlie 

obligees are  some P.G.O.8 of tlie stime Kiclney who refuse t o  p u t  the  Bond 
in Execution a g t .  Beardmore. 2nd therefon.~ in1 renndy remains b u t  by ~i 

liill in C!li:incery ifr t h a t  step must no doubt be titken, so tliiit you see from 
hence oiul of the most infamous Schemes) adopted by the CJonsuencions 
Authors tit tlie Anonymous Lr. tha t  ever disgraced Free  Slasons. T h e  
H o ~ i ~ ~ ~ .  .M 1'. D illons behaviour is nii~ch condemnd. l)? t he  Authors and  their 
Friends. perlinps in all ID or :I Dozen-but the  rest of the  Fraterni ty  applaud 
& adore him and  certainly no D.G.M. ever did more honour t o  the  Office 
I'be L'uncI of  liarit it^ w:is never meant to l)o touched on i ic~t .  of t he  111cor- 
poriitio~i and as to  the rest o t  their Dec-lain0"8. i t  is equally false c-onseqiient1.v 
unworthy notice. Youll 1ie:iii- from nu* again soon ;il'ter the  7ti1 FeLry. l 

have not t ime to  say more tliat 1 :im most truly 
}V. Si r  &c. 

l)"\ C'onions, .).H. 
lStii J sii i '~.  1 77U. 

Ill Hcselti i ic 's  second Letter Hook, between flip copies of two  le t ters  each 
of which is da ted  J a n u a r y  2nc1, 1770, there  appea r s  t h i s  u n d a t e d  c o m m u n ~ c a t ~ i o n  
addressed t o  t h e  Deput,y G r a n d  Mas te r  :- 

Ho111)lc. Oluis. Dillon. 
Honble. Sir, 

You will herew ith receive an i i i i i ) i ~ ~ ~ l i ~ i i ~  L"'. which hiis been Sent t o  all 
the Lodges in l ? l i~ l i~ i id  lq t he  P a r t y  in opposition t o  Our measures. I lime 
the  greatest  reason to  believe it the work of that  ingenious Gentill. &l] .  
A rth ur Jiearchnore ~1-1~1. the assistance of Ales<1+. Ed wards. Tenbrokc & a 
little man whose n a m e  is Massey. ilnd \\lw sllokc' in n ~ p o s i t ~ o i i  to the  Adver- 
tizeinent for the  last G.L. relative t o  the  words " under the  Constitution 
ol" l~'.tigl(1." I have had the  p l ~ i l ~ ~ r e  of litbiirg. it voted :L sc:~ndalous false 
and inflainatory production in several Lodges lately-and of seeing i t  Burn t  
by the  Tylers n t  t he  directions of those Lodges & doubt not i t  v i l l  meet wtI1. 
the  sumo F a t e  in iiiany monB. I am really a t  a Loss t o  determine whether 
the  ignorance or impudence of those authors is most conspicuous for it is :in 
u~p:irdona.ble piece ot folly to suppose the -Masons in London n h o  have bcctt 

witnesses to  every Tri111~:iction of the  G . O .  n i}\ be imposer1 upon IJ? si~cli  
flimsy Assertions-mid it is on the other li;ind :I piece ul' impudence no other 
set of Men t h a n  those I have before mentioned could be capable of t o  offer 
{falsehoods the  most- glaring to  the Society l)y wiy of exriilpating tlioinselvt~s 
from the charges Intely brot. agt. them. 

I liiive Isitely been informed t h a t  many of the Lodges e n t i ~ t a i n  doubts 
about the  intentions of the  G.  Officers with respect to  the  I1'und of Char1 ty : 

and alledge tha t  tliey ciiiiiiot qee any reason S o r  prolonging t h r  ap1)lication 

for an  Incorporation, till tlie final sett l ing of mat ters  as  to  the  Transfer.  
In order t o  satisfy every one, 1. noiilcl liinnbly submit to  voiir consider"" 
whether i t  would not be most aclviseablr t o  apply t,o l'arliam*. for an Act of 
Incorporation rather tlicin 1)y Petit ion t o  the  King,  as I a m  informed 
Forrigners m:ij i n  tluit case Iw incluclccl without dillir'nlty, which is a point 
t h e  opposition have  urged on <ill ~~c ' r ts ions as nri effectual ljar Ag*. ;ui 
Inc-orporiition. T f  this mode ~11~'.  be approved of would i t  not bo proper 
to  11% e a l5ill prepared ;I ,  ~ 0 1 1  a s  possible with proper C'lauses a s  to 
Foreigners hy means every doubt miglit bp obviiitod 111 tliiit respect : i t  



t he  next  G.L. and  would i t  not be adviseable t o  move t h a t  the  money in the  
Treasurers Hands on Acf .  of the  late regulations Slid. be appropriated t o  
the  purposes o l  obtaing. the  Act of Incorporation &c. wd1. wd. ssitisf-y every 
one t h a t  the  G.O.  have n o  iiitriition of appropg. any p a r t  of the  Fund of 
Charity to  improper uses? 

I h:ive got a. case ready for the  opinion of Mr. Yorke relative to  the  
Transfer aweably t o  your directcions w0^. cannot I presume be made use of 
till -yr. re turn.  

I have t h e  Honour t o  be with the  most perfect respect, 
Si r .  Your inost obliged &, most obedient Servi. 

Th i s  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  D e p u t y  G r a n d  Master  foreshadows t h a t  complete c h a n g e  
ill t h e  me thod  of procedure  which was shor t ly  t o  occur in t h e  a t t e m p t  t o  secure 
Incorporat ion.  I n s t e a d  of re lying u p o n  a Hoyal  C h a r t e r ,  which it was hoped 
t o  ob ta in  b y  prerogat ive  of t h e  Crown,  the D e p u t y  G r a n d  J Ias t e r  a n d  his 
supporters  eventual ly  de te rmined  t o  proceed by way  of Pe t i t ion  t o  t h e  H o u s e  
of Commons. Many m o n t h s ,  however,  elapsed before  a n y  concrete  steps were  
t a k e n  in th i s  d i rect ion.  In  t h e  mean t ime  s to rmy scenes con t inued  a t  mee t ings  
of t h e  Commit tee  of C h a r i t y  a n d  a t  the Quar te r ly  Communicat ions  of G r a n d  
Lodge. 

At t h e  mee t ing  of t h e  Commi t t ee  of C h a r i t y  held  o n  Ja l lu i i ry  31st,  1770, 
a t t ended  by t h e  Mas te r s  of s ix ty-eight  Lodges, a n d  presided over b y  tl ie D e p u t y  
G r a n d  Mast?er,  according t o  t h e  official minu te ,  

Brother 3luller who avowedly attended this  Evening as Master uf the  C'ale- 
donicin Lodge No. 32.3, recommended Hrol.. (Tottverfronw Holtziiuys>en :is a n  
Object of Charity.  Lpon which 13rol. Dunrkerley Provincitil Griincl Master 
for l lampshire observed Tha t  the  Caledonian Lodge had not contribute11 
any thing t o  the  F u n d  of C h a n t y  for upwards of 12 Months past.  And t h a t  

ho had been informed the  Hrethren of t h a t  Lodge had declared they never 
would contribute any thing more than was absolutely necessary to  preserve 
their Constitution. T h a t  by i l  Law of the  Grand Lodge relative t o  the  
Committee of Charity-it is declared " Tha t  no Master of a Lodge shall ho 
a Member of tho said Committee whose Lodge lias no t  contributed to t h e  
general Charity dur ing 12 Months past "-That therefore he apprehended 
Brother Muller li:id no r ight  t o  ;itternl t h a t  Cornittee ; and  moved t h a t  t h ~  
Law by him quoted might be read-The Law was read accordingly.-TViierc- 
upon a ^Motion was made t h a t  Hror. Muller should be ordered to  quit  t he  
room. which was seconded-But previous t o  the  pu t t ing  t ins  question The 
Grand Mas". observed i l la t  a-s t he  poor Petit ioner appeared a deserving, object 
lie thought it would be hurd t o  deprive him of relief on account of Brother 
Muller's 1rregul:ir rt-commendation-and therefore p u t  the  Question for 
relieving him-wit.h Â£%whic passed i n  the  affirmative. The Question 
rda t ive  t o  Uro t11~r  Muller's quitt ing the  Coiiiitteo was then immediately pu t  
and  passed in  t h e  affirmative by a g rea t  majority. rn consequence of t ins 
resolution the  Grand Master desired brother  Muller to  emit the  room. which 
he refused, b u t  af ter  various remonstrances he, by the  desire of his Friend'-. 
left  the room.-brother TenbrooIi~* who appeared :IS blaster of  t he  Stewarcl'q 
Lodge, now made a motion t h a t  brother  3luller should be readmitted as a 
member of the  Stewards Lodge, as  had always been the  custom. Upon which 

brother  Bowman Master of the  Lodge No. 14, moved t h a t  the  Law for the  
admission of Stewards might) be read. B u t  on enciuiry no such Law existed. 
&or. Tenbrooke again observed t h a t  ancient usage i n  those cases, he  appre- 
hended, amounted t o  a Law. In answer to  whir11 liror. Bowman declared 
he thought Customs only became Laws by usage Time iijiemorial and t h a t  
the  Chstom for t h e  sidn~ission of Stewards a t  the  Coinittee had no snch 



warrant.  This was immediately succeeded by a motion from Bror. Durham 
Masr. of t h e  Lodge of Alfred, in the  University of Oxford, Tha t  on account 
of Brother Mtiller's misbehaviour, and refusal to  leave the  room when ordered 
Ly the  Grand Master he should not be readmitted in  any  capacity, which 
was seconded-And the  Question being put  i t  passed in  t h e  Affirmative by a 
very great  majority-Uror. Tenbrool~e then quitked t h e  room, and the  usual 
l3usiness of the  Evening was resumed b u t  was soon interrupted by t he  
Entrance of Bror. Muller in  capacity oi Masr. of the  Stewards Lodge. H e  
was hereupon acquainted by the Grand Master-That the  Coinittee had 
resolved he should no t  be udmitted in any capacity-and commanded him 
t o  qui t  t he  room; which he peremptorily refused-and af ter  having been 
many times, in  vain, ndmoiiished t o  depar t ,  t he  Tylers were directed t o  t u r n  
him out of the  room, and he was turned out  accordingly-Bror. Haywood 
Masr. of the  Lodge No. then m:ule a motion t h a t  ISror. Tenbrooke on 
account of his misbehaviour, by delivering up his Jewel a s  3lasr. of t h e  
Stewards Lodge, t o  Hrother Muller, as  u n  authority to  appear  in  t h e  
Coixittee; i n  defiance of tlie resolutions thereof, should not be permitted t o  
Enter  the  room again t h a t  Evening-which was seconded-and t h e  Master 
of a Lodge who happened t o  be out  of the  room when Br. Tenbrooke qui t ted 
it-informed the  Coiiiittee tliat lie saw W. Tenbrooke deliver his Jewel t o  
Bror. Muller-and heard him say a t  the  same Time-put on th is  Jewel, and 
go into the  room in spite of 'em-or he used words t o  t h a t  effect. The 
Question w a s  thereupon p u t  as to  lh-or. Tenl~roolce's non admission, which 
passed nerniiie coiiti'iulicente. 

The remainder of the  necessary Business was then most harmoniously 
completed-and the  Lodge was closed in clue form. 

At t h e  mee t ing  of G r a n d  Lodge a week l a t e r  ( F e b r u a r y  7th, 1770). at 
which t h e  Deputy Grand Ma.st?er presided, iigaill according t o  the official record, 

A complaint was made by TSrotlier Maskall Master of t h e  Ark Lodge against 
Brother lh i l ler  Master of the Caledonian Lodge for having most grossly 
misbehaved a t  the  last. Cornittee of Charity,  and for having subsequent thereto 
brought a n  Action against Brother Preston Alfi~~ter of the  Jonic Lodge (who 
assisted in turning him ou t  of the  said Cornittee) by which means the  
Proceedings thereof \\oulcl necess:irily he exposed in  a Court of Law which 
ought never t o  be clone t i l l  all other Constitutional Methods of redress prove 
fruitless, t h e  consideration whereof he submitted t o  t h e  G.L. 

Upon which a Motion was made b? Brother Bottomley of the  Lodge of 
Antiquity,  t h a t  131'. Muller for such his misconduct should be Expelled t h e  
Society, which Motion was seconded. B u t  the  G.M. desirous of reconcileing 
Matters,  if possible, requested B T .  Muller, who was then present,  t o  drop 
the  Action, and  make a Concession t o  the  G.L. Brother Muller however 
persisted in wha t  he had done and would not accede to  the  Grand blaster 's  
proposal. Whereupon the  Question as  t o  his Expulsion was p u t  & i t  passed . 
i c  the  Affirmative by a very great  Majority. 

The G.M. then acquainted the  Brethren t h a t  111 consequence of the  
Letter drawn u p  ancl approved of a t  t he  last  Extraordinary G.L. a Copy of 
which signed by all the Grand Officers then present, has been sent  t o  each 
of the  Obligees in  the  Bond for securing the  Proper ty  of the  Society, he h;id 
receivecl an Answer from Colonel John Salter,  Rirhd. Ttipley & Cha8. Tuffnall 
Esqr8. three of the  said Obligees, whereby they hacl refused t o  comply with 
the  resolutions of the  Grand Lodge, with respect t o  the  Transfer of the  
Stock into  the  Names of the present Grand Officers-But as  they had  no t  
given any satisfactory reasons for their non compliance ancl no answer had 
been received from Lord Blaynoy the  other Obligee in the  Bond-He proposed 
to  the  Brethren to  postpone tlie fur ther  consideration of t h a t  I'oi11t t o  the  



next  G . L .  And offered in t h e  mean Time t o  wait upon Col1. Salter, Mr  
Ripley, "k M r  Tiiffuall i ~ i  order to  know their particliliir Objections-which 
Proposition was sipproved of.  

As t h e  r ight  of Members of the  Stewards Lodge in general, t o  a t tend 
the  Coinittee of C'h:lrity nppeared doubtfull, in consequence of what had 
passed i i t  t he  last Cofiit tro on account of brother Muller. A Motion was 

made il lat  such r ight  should be taken into Consideration. And i t  was  con- 

sidered accordingly-And :\B no mention is made thereof in the  Laws of the  
Society-Tlie G.[ , .  was of Opinion t h a t  they had not a general r ight  t o  
a t ~ c n d .  But  in  order t o  prevent disputes in  fu tu re  and t o  make a proper 
d i s t in~ t~ ion  between t h a t  and other Lodges-A Motion was made t h a t  the  
Stewards Lodge should be allowed the  privilege of sending a. number of 
Brethren equal t o  any o t l u ~  four Lodges-and as  the  Master alone, of each 
private Lodge had  a. r ight  t o  attend. so the  Master and  three other Members 
should a t t end  on behalf of the  Stewards Lodge, a t  every sncceeding Cornittee 
-which Motion was duly Seconded-And on pu t t ing  t h e  Question i t  passed 
in  the  Affirmtitive. 

111 connection with the undignified incidents which occurred before the 
Committee of Charity on January  31st, 1770,  the late Brother f lakins extracted 
the following relevant passage from a pamphlet entitled ( '  Masomc AnecdotesÃ‘  
Caution, to the Fraternity of Free and Accepted Maso'ns under the CO-nstitution 
of Er/gZa71d ' ' : - 

I n  1768, an  Intention of Incorporating t h e  Society was in agit,ation 
and was proceeded in ; b u t  :i Caveat being entered a t  tlio Attorney General's 
Office iigainst silcli I~corpura t~ ion ,  itlllong others who opposed i t  was the  
blaster of t h e  Caledonian Lodge, then held a t  the  Half-Moon Tavern in  
Cheapside. which brought on an altercation in the  Grand Lodge; a n d  so 
Strenoiis was LITTLE SOLOMON 111 Support  of t h a t  Grand Lodge (which he  
now despises) t11;it he had the  Assurance and Impudence t o  take the  Master 
of t h a t  Lodge by t h e  Colhir, and, with Assistance. dragged him over the 
Table. A S u i t  a t  Law was insti tuted against him for the  Assault, but by 
t he  Mediation of Fr iends  the  Mat.ter was dropped. 

This pamphlet was published circa, 1787-88. '' Litt le Solomon " wiLs clearly 
William Preston. 

Thomas Dunckerley, who was not amongst those present a t  the meeting of 
Grand Lodge held o n  February 7 th ,  1770, was acquainted with the events of the 
day by the Grand Secretary. who, in the course of his letter dated March 3 r d ,  
.stated : - 

With  respect t o  the  Quar t l~ .  Coint1. T can only inform you we had much 
noise sine1 confusion, b u t  did nothing material. M*. Dillon undertook to  
wait 011 fo i l1  Salter r̂ t o  know the resison of thei r  refusal, as t o  the  Transfer. 
"What will be the  result I know not. 

You must,  l presume, have 11o:iril of M r .  Dillons liizving 1)pon eler'ted 
Memr. of Parliament for Westbury in  Wiltshire last  week, for wch. place he 
has now taken his Seat.  This gives great  Spir i t s  t o  the  Society in  general, 
who liope of the  Incorpn. from this circimistanco; and I I P  is R-olvecl t o  use 
his utmost endenvours for t h a t  purpose. 

The extent, of the  opposition at this period is indicated by expressions 
Â¥containe in  another letter written by the Grand Secretary a t  about this time. 
Addressing himself on February 15th t o  " Henry Price Esquire a t  Boston," 
Iseseltine wrote * - 

There a re  not a t  t h i s  t ime more than 12 or 14  Lodges who dissent but 
those dissentients give a. great c1e:il of Trouble owing to their having the  
property of the  Society so much in their power t h a t  T'm afraid we shall be 
ol~ligecl t,o file :I Bill in Chancery for the  recovery thereof. This property 



st,ands in  the  Bank, amounting t o  Â£130 and is there invested in the  Names 
of the  Treasr. and his two Sureties-one of those Sureties refuses t o  give up 
the  Money accordg.. t o  the  directions of the  G.L. a n d  as  the  Obligees a re  of 
the same Opinion a Rill in  Equity is our only remedy. The Incorporol'. is 
therefore a t  a Stand till t he  deter111~~~. of this point and is the  principal" 
obstacle t o  i t s  Execution. As soon as  any thing far ther  is done you may 
depend on hearing from me. 

T h e  n a t u r e  of the recept ion accorded by Lodges  in America t o  the- 
proposed Incorpora t ion  is revealed in a n  abst ract  of le t ters  received b y  t h e  G r a n d  
Secretary  between tche meet ings  of the Commit tee  of C h a r i t y  held  in F e b r u a r y  
a n d  A p r i l ,  1770. Th i s  abs t r ac t  records  t h e  receipt of : - 

A Lr. from H. Price Esql.  P.G.31. for North America acquaint8. me t h a t  t h e  
G.M.'l intention t o  have the  Societv Incorpord. had given high Spirits t o  t h e  
Fraterni ty  in  genl. in  t h a t  pa r t  of the  wnrl(1. Tha t  a Coiiiittee from sevl. 
Lodges wore preparing a proper ansner on the  subject cleclaring in favor of 
a Charter as  a th ing they had wished for these 20 years past. Tha t  they 
were of opinion the  opposing Tirn hacl a design t o  destroy all Charity & t hen  
farewell t h a t  Brotherly Love Wh. had so long subsisted. Tha t  I might b e  
assured all t he  Brethren in  America ^ a .  * for a Charter.  T h a t  a 
strict  watc+h slicl. be kept on the  Opposers slid. they make any attempts on 
the  Lodges there.  He begs t o  have Copies of the  Charter sent as  soon as 
completed A' desires t h a t  the  sentiments of the  American Lodges may b e  
communic'1. to  t h e  G.M. 

Tn :ins1. J acyiiiinted him tt it11 n ha t  had beer1 done relative t o  t h e  
l ~ i c o r p u r ~ l ~ .  & also relative to the  Detention (if t he  Fund  of the  Society by 
the  late G.O.8.  

A L'. from the  Lodge a t  Dc:il complain@. t h a t  the Caledonian Lodge 
had been ra ther  troublesome t o  'em, as well a s  Expensive. Tha t  they Mere 

dctermitied to  desire the  C.L would not trouble them any more Ŵ . thei r  
Meinur13., Cases. Cla~eats ,  "h., 111 order to  poison their Blinds & draw them 
from the  duty they owe the  G.AI. & his officers Tha t  such Endeavours vi l .  

prove vain & t11:it thcv ĉ . wish to  sco them Leliave :is men & masons W*]'. 
proper respect t o  t h e  G.M. 

Another 17. from H .  Price Esclr. P .G .M.  for America acquaint^ m e  
t h a t  the  Loclg~s in  & near Boston hacl 111 Qnaterly C?ornn. unanimously 
: ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ r o \ r e r l  of an 1 1 i c o r l ~ o r ~ ~ ~ ~ .  as a matter likely t o  prove exceedingly bcneficlal 
t o  the Order. 

A non-coinmittal  reply  was received f rom t h e  L o d g e  of A m i t y  at. P o o l e  
(now No. 137). t h e  members  of which had cleiirly been taught t o  be caut ions  : - 

Pool February 1770 
. . . . . . . . 

Periiiitt us also t u  o ~ p r c s s  our C i ~ r i c ~ r n  a t  the  111111a11py Division occasioncl 
1)y t he  Ch :~r t e r  : As we were not  Innu; enough establish'cl t o  Le proper eJ~ldges  
\W clinw t o  Le Silent and i o  v:xit tlie Even t ;  wliich we are  Sorry lms 
produo'cl so much Animosity, and disturbance so contrary t o  the  Genius & 
Spir i t  of Masonry we could wish t h a t  such conciliating Measures might  h e  
pursued as  t o  prevent the  fatxi1 Effects impending on t h e  best of Insti tutions.  

It will be r e n ~ e n ~ b e r e c l  t h a t  t h e  only reply  received by t h e  G r a n d  S e c r e t a r y  
t o  his fo rmal  d e m a n d  fo r  t h e  w r i t t e n  consent of L o r d  i31ay1iey. Colonel Sa l t e r ,  
R icha rd  Rip ley  aiid Char le s  Tufnel l .  as Obligees in t h e  B o n d ,  was  ;I l e t t e r  of 
refusal from t h e  three las t  n a m e d  more than a n1011t11 a f t e r  t the receipt by them 

'' Original torn, aucl m word indecipherable-presumnl~ly the  word " vote." 



of t h e  request  f o r  t h e i r  consent.  Lord  Blayney ignored t h e  d e m a n d  for  nearly 
t 'hree  months ,  and then pleaded " a tedious fitt of t h e  G o u t  ' a s  his excuse f o r  
n o t  replying ear l ier .  The two  le t ters  o n  t h i s  sub jec t  which passed between 
Hesel t inc  and L o r d  Bliiyl~ev were worded a s  follows:- 

Grown & Ant-Iior Tavern 
My Lord, London Novr. 1769. 

At  a Quartly. C'ornn~ll. of t,he Society of Free  & Accepted Masons held 
here the  27th Octr. last  i t  was resolved . . . 

In consequence of this resolution Brothers Berkeley. Nevison and 
Heardnwre were requested t o  make a Transfer of t h e  Stock wch. t he  two  
former readily consented to,  but l3ror. Beardmore refused. 

At  another G.L .  held this 1)a.y t he  above Jtes01'~. was confirmed when 
i t  was alledged on behalf of Bror. Beardmore t l ia t  he  cou'd not with safety 
ioin in the  Transfer but  must  subject himself t o  a11 Action a t  the  Su i t  of the  
Obligees (of whom your Lordship is one) however futile th is  objection con- 
sidering t h a t  by the  coudll. of the  Bond ;L Copy of which is inclosed i t  will 
become void upon compliance with any order of the  G.L. concerning t h e  
Fund.  Yet t h e  present G . L .  wishing t o  have your Lordships approbation of 
every essential measure respecting the  Society have directed us t o  signify 
the  :ibove t o  your Lordship, and your CO-obligees; :iud t o  request your 
concurrence by a Line addressed t o  the  G.S. in Doctors Commons-We are ,  
My Lord, 

Your Lordships AI ost Affecto. .I $ren. <ind 
Lord Hlayney. Obedient Servants. 

Gentlemen, Dublin Feby. 2 3 d  1770. 
Sometime since I was honor'd with your Let ter ,  but  a tedious fitt of 

the  Gout, w i t h  the  oxpectinice of a Let ter  from the  la te  Grand Officers uho 
served with me, obliged me t o  defer giving a ha-sty answer in a mat ter  of so 
much consequence t o  the  Craft  in  General. This T hope will plead my excuse. 

Your application t o  me as one of t h e  Obliyees I'or my consent t o  give 
u p  t o  the  present Grand Officers, or Gram1 Trpusurer i n t e n d e d  t h e  sum of 
Â£1300 now s tanding in the  Names of Mr. Rowl;ind Berkeley present Grancl 
Treasurer and his sureties, I should most cheerfully comply with, if i t  were 
ill t he  least likely t o  conduce t o  a thorough reconciliation of the  Disputes 
at present subsisting among the Cra f t :  bu t  I am apprehensive i t  might 
widen the  Hreach, and make many worthy J3rethren withdraw themselves 
from t h e  Society: as  t h e  objections of the  l a t e  Grand Officers seem chiefly 
to  be founded on tlie apprehension of t h i s  nioi~oy being iippropriated t o  the  
expense of obtaining a Charter for Incorporating t h e  Craf t  in  a Body, which 
of course excludes nil foreigners, who wero contributors also to this Chan ty  
and must  have a voice i n  t he  disposal of it, a s  well :is our own Lodges, 
besides I a m  a p t  t o  th ink that- the  universality of Masonry may suffer 
through the  Limitations of a Charter,  for these reasons l th ink I cannot 
with propriety give my consent to Transfer the  Â£130 without proper 
security, ancl without the  ; i~probat ioi i  of all t he  Lodges in g e ~ l t ~ r i ~ l  I\ ho have 
contributed t o  th is  Charity.  

It is with great  concern I hear of the  Divisions & Disputes t h a t  have 
lately arose in a Society so remarkably clistinguished for Charity,  .Brotherly 
Love &i everv Virtue-Thnt Hannony Sr. IJ~1aiiiinit.y inay again be settler1 
among you is the  sincere wish of 

Ci!entleiii~ii 
Your most fiffectc. Hrolher 

an cl ~i los t  obeclt. Hbl l , .  

J a  mes Hest3lti~le Ksq., Servsi l i t .  

Doctors Commons. IILAYNEY. 



Transactions of t h e  Quatnor C o r o n d  Lodge. 

Dillon presided over Grand Lodge on  April 25t11, 1770, and 

. . . acquainted the  Brethren tha t  since lust Grand Lodge :L Letter had 
been received from Lord 13layner, by winch ho refused t o  comply with t.he 
resolution of the  Grand Lodge, with respect t o  the  Transfer of t h e  Stock into 
the  Names of the  present Grand Officers.-And therefore 

A Motion was made by the  Grand Master t h a t  a Coniittee of all t he  
present and past Grand Officers, together with the  Masters of all regular 
Lodges in a n d  near  London should meet .it sucli t ime rind place as should be 
appointed a t  the  next Grand Feast,  in order t o  consider of the  steps necessary 
t o  bil taken for the  recovery of the  Money standing in  the  Names of 
Messieurs Row land Herkeley us Grand Treasurer, and his Sureties Ar thur  
Beardmore a n d  Richard Nevison in three per Cpnt  Consolidated l3ank 
Annuities 011 behalf of and in  Trust for this Society-ancl which said 
Annuities had a t  a former Grand Lodge been directed t o  be Transferred 
Annually in to  t h e  Names of the  Grand Officers for the  Time being, and  in  
coiisoqiience of which resolution they the  said R o ~ l i i ~ ~ d  Ber keley , Arthur  
Beardmore and  Richa-rcl Nevison had been required t o  Transfer the  same into  
the  Names of the  present Grsind Officers, but  had nut  complied therewith. 
This Motion was duly Seconded and on put t ing the  Question it passed in the  
Affirmative by a very great  Majority. 

Another Motion was tlien roade by tlio Grtinrl Master t h a t  such 
CoiFiittee should be authorized t o  pursue such Legal Methods 21.s they should 
judge requisite in  order t o  inforce a compliance with the resolutions of the  
Grand Lodge a n d  t o  procure the  Transfer of the  said Annuities in to  t h e  
Names of the  Grand Officers for the Time being;  t o  be by them held on 
behalf of and i n  Trust for this Society: and t o  be appropriated t o  t h e  
purposes of Charity only, in such manner as  the  Grand Loclge should from 
Time to  Time direct. This Motion wsis duly Seconded, and  on put t ing the  
Question i t  passed Nemine Coiitradicente. 

* * * * * * * * 
A Motion was inside by Brother 13rooke of the  Stewards Lodge t h a t  

Brother Muller who had been Expelled the  Society, should be reinstated. 
upon asking pardon of the  Grand Lodge, which he  was ready to do; upon 
condition t h a t  Brother Preston (who, lie allodged, had assaulted the  said 
Brother Mullcr a t  tlio Cornittee of Charity,  in January  last) would ask his 
Pardon. This Sfotion was Seconded Hut on pu t t ing  the  Question, i t  passed 
in the  Negative by a. very great  Majority. 

At t h e  Annual Grand Feast, held a t  Merchant. Taylors' Hull on May 7th, 
1770, the Duke of Beaufort himself presided. At this gathering 

The l1.G.M. acquainted the  llrethren t h a t  <i Coinittee of present and past  
Grand Officers with the blasters of regular Lodges in and near London, would 
meet :it t he  Crown & Anchor Tavern in the  S t rand  011 "Wednesday the  15th 
of M:iy Ins tan t ,  piirsiiant t o  the  resolutions of the  1:ist Q.C. 

The official Minute of this Special Meeting reads : - 
At a n  Extraordinary Coinittee held a t  the  Clrown & Anchor in the  

Strand London Wednesday the  15"' M a y  1770 
The Hon'*lC. &. Most Worshipful Charles Dillon, D.G.M. :is G.M. 

The 1,odge was opelletl i ~ i  cli~e l.+'orin. 
The l l .G.31.  acquainted the  Coiuittee with the  n:~turrb of the  Business 

on wliich i t  was called. 
Whereu!~on 

The Cornittee proceeded to  consider \ ~ l i i ~ t  s t e l ~ s  would be most advise- 
able t o  be t,aken in order to  secure the  Property of the  Society, and t o  inforce 
a compliance with the  resolutions of a fcor~ilctr Grand Lodge, d i r e ~ t ~ i n g  the  
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Money s tanding i n  the  Names of Mess". .Rowland Berkeley Arthur  Beard- 
more & Richard Nevison. t o  be Transferred in to  t h e  Names of the  Grand 
Officers for the  Time being. And. after mature  deliberation ; was of Opinion, 
t h a t  a s  b j  t h e  Book of Constitutions the  G.T.  is t o  be chosen by the  G.L. 
the  first Q.C. af ter  each Grand Feast,  and is t o  g i l e  a joint Bond with two  
other Brethren who shcill be approved of by the  G L t o  the  G.M. t h e  D.G.M. 
and G.W.8 for the  Time being, in  such Penalty and with such Condition as 

shall be approved of by the  G.L. for the due performance of his Trust.  it 
would be most adviseable t o  suffer Mat ters  t o  remain in thei r  present s t a t e  
till such Q.C.  when i t  would be in the  power of t h e  G.L. t o  have satisfactory 
Security, and  be furnished M i t h  :I more certain mode of redress in  case of 
ally subsequent opposition t o  i t s  Measures. 

Ordered-That such Opinion be communicated t o  the  G.M. 
All Business being Imislied the Lodge was duly closed. 

Five days previously Lord Blayney had written to the Deputy Grand 
Master : - 

Dear Sir ,  
Last ~ e e k  I was honor'd with yours, & as  I wish to contribute every 

th ing in  my power t o  establish our Fraterni ty  upon their  Original lns t i tu-  
t ion,  whatever is agreed, or determin'cl by ye Quarterly Conmiunication in 
consequence of ye application made t o  me, & ye late Grand Officers for ye 
disposal of y0 1300 P". I shall most cheerfully concur in-& am a t  all times 
vitl i  ye highest regard & most acceptable Comptq. t o  ye present Grand Master 
& Officers-Dear Sir-Your most Obed*. & most HblC.  Servant ,  

Blayney Castle, BLAYNEY . 
May ye 1 0 t h  -70. 

Lord Blayney's capitulation was complete. How the opposition of his co- 
obligees was eventually overcome is not clear, but the desired transfer of the 
funds followed closely upon the Quar te r ly  Communication of Grand Lodge held 
on November 23rd, 1770, when 

Brother Massey Master of the  Lodge of Freedom thereupon represented t h a t  
a t  t he  Cornittee ol' the 151h of Ma?. the  Character of Brother Arthur  Beard- 
more had been attacked with respect to  the  F u n d  of t h e  Societ4y remaining 
in  the  Bank, and t h a t  the  Grand Secretary had on t h a t  occasion, in  his 
Opinion, imposed upon the Fraterni ty  H e  therefore handed two Motions 
in  Wri t ing t o  t h e  Grand Master in the  Words following: - 

l s t .  Tha t  i t  is the  Opinion of th is  Grand Lodge, t h a t  the  G . S .  
has been guilty of a flagrant Imposition on the Fraterni ty .  

2'1. Tha t  he be publicly reprimanded for  the  said Imposition. 

Such Motions Leiiig seconded; the  Question was pu t  as to  the  first of 
them. and i t  passed in  the  Negative by a very g rea t  Majority-Whereupon 
firor. Massey thought  proper t o  withdraw his second Motion. 

Brother Berkeley then resigned his Staff of Office; and  was Unam- 
mously re-elected G.T.  for the ensuing Year,  and proposed Brothers Arthur 
J3eardmore and Richarcl Nevison t o  become his Securities. Whereupon the  
Grand Master p u t  the  Question t o  the  Brethren for their approbation of 
brother Beardmore as  one of the  Grand Treasurer's Securities, which passed 
in the  Negative by a groat Ilaiority-Another Question was then  p u t  t o  the  
Brethren for thei r  approbntion of Bro' Nevison as one of the  Grand 
Treasurer's S e c ~ r i t ~ i e s  which also passed in the  Negative. 

Brothers Peter  Pa rke r  &, John Townson Esquires then offered them- 
selves t o  become Securities for Bror. Berkeley t h e  Grand Treasurer. who 
proposed them as  such accordingly, and on put t ing the  Question they were 
approved of, one Brother only clissingting 



' l i e  Resolved and  Ordered Tha t  upon a proper Bond being Executed 
by tlie Grand Treasurer and his New Seci~rit~ies,  to  the  Grand Master. Deputy 
Grand Master,  and Grand Wardens for t h e  Time being the  Grand Secretary 
(io wait upon the  said Brothers Arthur  Bearclmore & I1ich:ird Nevisou. in t h e  
N:nw of this Grand Lodge, and require t.hem t o  Transfer the  sum of Â£130 
I2lirce per Cent Consolidated Bank Annuities t h e  Property of th is  Society, 
staiiding in the  Names of them tlie said Rowland l l c r k r ~ l ~ y ,  Arthur  Beard- 
iiiore, mid Richard Nevison, into the  Names of the  ~ i i i d  llowlancl Herlieley. 
I'etc'r Parkor, and John Townson and t h a t  upon such Transfer being made 
(which the  Gnincl Treasurer, being present clechirecl himself ready t o  join o r  
assist in as  f a r  us necessary) the Grand Secretary do deliver up t o  them t h e  
said I<owlni~d Berkeley, Arthur Berirdmore & lticbiird Novison, their Bond 
t o  be Cancel led. 

Hrol. Massey informed the  Grand Lodgr t l ia t  ljror. Muller who had  
been Expelled the  Society was ready & willing to  risk pardon of the  G.L. for 
his  Offence, l~roviclecl Brol'. Preston (who lie ;illedged, li:id assaulted tlie said 
13ror. Muller) should be ordered t o  ask his pardon in  G.L. for such Assault- 
And o n  these Conditions made a ^lotion t h a t  lirotlier MnlIer should be re- 
instsited, which was Seconded, but  on put t ing the  Question i t  in t h e  

Negative. 
All l~usiness  being over the Grand Lodge was duly Closed. 

An undated copy of the fresh Bond h:is been preserved in the Grand 
Lodge Library. I n  spite of the  absence of date,  it is clear from the  recital t ha t  
tlie instrumentJ was intended for execution on November 13th, 1770, immediately 
af te r  the Quarterly Communication held on tha t  date .- 

KNOW ALL MEN by these Presents tha t  we Howliind Herkeley of 

Stamp Stevenage in the  County of Hertford Ksqnirc Peter  Pa rke r  of 
1 l f i  0 Queens Square Westminster in the  County of M idcllesex Esquire and 

John  Townson of Grnys In11 in  tlie said Co~in iy  l~~squirc  a re  held and 
firmly bound t o  the  most puissant & noble Prince Henry Somerset Duke of 
Boafort &c. &c The Hononrable Charles Dillon of the  Parish of Sa in t  George 
Hunover Square in the  County of Middlesex Rowland Holt of the  Par ish  of 
Saint  .J.iines in  the  said County Esquire and S i r  Watliill Williams Wynne of 
Grosvenor Square liaroilet in  two thousand pounds of good and lawful Money 
of Great Britain t o  be paid to the said Henry Somerset Duke of Beaufort  
C'l1:irles Dillon Rowland Hol t  and Sir  Watkin J\willi:i ins Wynne or  thei r  
certain Attorney Executors Adminstrators or  Assigns for which Payment  t o  
be well aiid fait,hfully made we bind ourselves jointly and severally and our 
rind rrtc11 a n d  every of our Heirs Executors and Administrators firmly by 
tlulse Presents Sealed with our Seals the  twenty third I)a,y of November in 
tin' eleventh Year of t h r  Reign of our Sovereign Lord George the  th i rd  by 
tin- Grac-e of God of Great Britain France and I reland King Defender of 
tlio h'aith ,$c. And in  the  Year of our Lord one  tlioiis:i.nd seven hundred and 
Seventy. 

W1 l ER EAS t h e  above bounclen Rowland Berkeley was a t  a, Quartoi-ly Communication 
held this 1) : iv  uii;~nimoiisly elected :ind chosen Treasurer of the  uric-lent and honourable 
Society ol Iilli  RK rind ACCEPTED MASONS AND AV11 K11 KAS the  Sum of one 
thousand tlirco hundred Pounds three per Cent consn1id:~tcd Kank Anmnties the  
Property of the w i d  Society now stnnds in the  K:uues of the  siiid Rowland Berkeley 
and Arthiir Heiinlniore of WaIbrooke fientleinaii iind nun 11,icIiard Xevison now or la te  
of the  Parish of Sa in t  Catherine Cree C'hurch London 1~nberd:isher in the  Books of 
the  Governor and Company of the  Bank of England which sa-id l<owlancl Berkeley 

Arthur  Beardmore and R,icliard Nevison a re  ordered sind directed t o  transfer in to  t h e  
Names of the  said Rowland Berkeley Peter Parker  and  .Jolin Townson as  soon a s  
conveiiiently may bo AND JVTIEItEAS the  said Rowland Herkeley bath now in his  



Hands  the  S u m  of One Hundred and Fifty five Pounds and also one hundred and 
twenty golden Mohurs of t h e  Value of one hundred and seventy Pounds or  thereabouts 
also belonging t o  the  said Society NOW 'I'IIE CONDITION of tills Obligation is 
such t h a t  if the  said Rowland Berkeley his Heirs Executors or Administrators shall 
a n d  do from Time t o  Time and a t  all Times hereafter well and  truly account t o  and 
with every Quarterly Communication of the  said Society for all & every the  Dividends 
a n d  Produce of the  said one thousand three hundred Pounds Aimuitys and also ior  all 
such fur ther  Sum and Sums of l loney as shall a t  ;my Time or Times hereafter by 
Order of any Quarterly Communication Le vested 111 t h e  same or any other F u n d  or 
Funds a s  the  same sliall grow clue ancl bc1 received AND ALSO if they the  saicl 
Rowland Berkeley Peter  Pa rke r  and John Towuson shall and do in Pursuance of any 
Order of any such Quarterly Communication of the  said Society sell transfer or assign 
the  said Sum of one thousand three hundred Pounds or any  P a r t  thereof as  shall be 
so ordered and also tlie whole or  any P a r t  of any such other Sum. or  Sums as  hereafter 
slizll be directed or  ordered by any such Quartrrly Communication t o  be laid out and 
invested in the  said three per Cent Consolidated Annuities in the  Names of tliem the  
said Rowland Berkeley Pe te r  Pa rke r  a n d  John Townson or in tiny other Fund  or Funds 
AND ALSO if the  said Rowland Berkeley his Heirs  ICxecutors o r  Administrators do 
and  shall from Time Lo Time and  s i t  all Times herealter well and  t r u l , ~  account with 
t h e  Quarterly Communications for the  said S u m  of one hundred and fifty five pounds 
also for the  said Golden Moliurs and also for sill such S u m  <fc Sums of Money and all 
other Property as  shall come to  his .Hands by iiieans of t he  said Office and shall pay all 
such Monies ils shall remain or  be in his Hands being the  Property of the  said Society 
in such Manner as t h e  said Quarterly Communications shall order or direct ancl observe 
perform and keep all such Order and l?egnlations as shall from Time t o  Time be made 
by the  Quarterly Communications respecting the  said Rowland Berkeley and his said 
Office then this Obligation t o  be void o r  else t o  reiniiin i n  full Force 

Soilled n,ii(l delivered (lieing first 
duly stamped and  the Words Her t -  IHVWLn. BERKELEY 
forrl Esquire " in the  second line P. P A R K E R  
a n d  t h e  Word " Georgu " in tlie J N o .  TOWNSON 
seventh line being written upon 
Erasure in  t h e  Presence of 

J A H .  I-ITCSELTINE 

With t h e  execution of t h i s  Bond  t h e  financial difficulty was successfully 
overcome. 

Hesel t i i ie ' s  opt imism througl iout  t h i s  per iod,  in spi te  of all  t h e  oppos i t io~ l  
which he encountered,  is reflected in a l e t t e r  addressed by h i m  t o  a R o y a l  Arch 
C h a p t e r  a t  Hristol o n  J u l y  14 th .  1770, in which h e  wro te  :- 

With respect t o  the I n c ~ r p O ~ ~ .  a Bill is t o  he brought into the  House 
next Sessn. of Par l iament ,  for the  purpose of carrying i t  in to  Execution on 
a much more extensive 111911 than  at first proposed-and u e  have the  greatest  
resison t o  think i t  will pass, which must be of infinite service t o  tlie whole 
Body. 

Jus t i f ica t ion f o r  t h i s  opt imism o n  the p a r t  of t h e  Grand Secre ta ry  may 
pe rhaps  b e  found  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  March of t h i s  y e a r  the D e p u t y  G r a n d  f a s t e r  
h a d  been elected M e m b e r  of P a r l i a m e n t  f o r  t h e  W e s t b u r y  Division, i n  which 
capaci ty  i t  was  no d o n b t  ant ic ipated t h a t  lie would b e  ab le  t o  p romote  his  f resh 
proposal t o  proceed t o  Incorpora t ion  b y  Act of Pa r l i amen t$ .  

According t o  t h e  P a r l i a m e n t a r y  Agen t s '  B i l l  of Costs ( t o  b e  se t  o u t  
present ly  i n  ful l )  t h e  in i t ia l  s teps  in th i s  d i rect ion wore t a k e n  o n  November  12 th ,  
1770, when  a t  a mee t ing  held  a t  a n  unspecified address  i n  B o n d  S t ree t  ins t ruct ions  
were  given for  the p repa ra t ion  of a Pe t i t ion  to be presentted t o  t h e  H o u s e  of 
Commons. I n  t h i s  Bill of Costs the  first few i t ems  a l l  f a l l  wi thin  t h e  m o n t h  of 



November ,  1770, a t  which po in t  t h e  s t a t ement  of account  b reaks  off a b r u p t l y  u n t i l  
J a n u a r y  30t11, 1772-some four t een  months  later-on which d a t e  a cha rge  i s  m a d e  
f o r  an a t t endance  up011 IXllon " t o  consult  a s  t o  ca r ry ing  in t h e  Pe t i t ion .  " 

T h e  reason fo r  t h i s  long  delay i s  not  a l together  a p p a r e n t ;  t h e  period which 
elapsed, however,  wiis b y  n o  m e a n s  devoid of incident .  At a mee t ing  of t h e  
Commi t t ee  of Char i t ly  held a t  t h e  H o r n  Tavern  o n  F r i d a y ,  A p r i l  19 th ,  1771, the 
D e p u t y  G r a n d  Mas te r  

informed the  brethren, thxt  the  Marquis De Gages, P.G.11. for the  Austrian 
N ~ t l i ~ r l i i i i d ~ ,  had transmitted the  Copy of a Let ter  i n  t he  French Language, 
sny'd to  l i i ~ ~ e  beon received by him from the  Caledonian Lodge held a t  the  
I a l f  Moon Tavern in Chenpside. reflecting upon the  Grand 1,odge in  t h e  
grossest tc'nns w i t h  respect t o  the  intended Incorporation of this Society a 
Traiisliitioii of which Let ter  was orclerecl t o  be rend. ancl i t  was read accorcl- 
ingly-Wlioreupon a motion was made t h a t  such Let ter  with the  Translation 
should be printed for the  use of such Brethren as  might a t tend the  next  
Grand Lodge. and t h a t  the  Brethren whose names appeared subscribed t o  
such Let ter  should each have a. copy thereof sent t o  them a n d  he summoned 
to  a t tend a t  the  Grand Lodge on the 2 6 t h  Ins tan t  t o  answer for their Conduct 
on account thereof, which motion was seconded and  duly agreed to. 

Accordingly t h e  G r a n d  Sec re ta ry  circularised t h e  Lodges  a s  follows:- 

A t  a Committee of Charity h e l d  the  19th of April 1771, the  following 
Letter,  in the  French language, transmitted from the  Marquis De Gages, 
P.G.M.  for the  Austrian Netherlands, was ordered t o  be printed, with a 
Translation thereof,  for  the  information of such Brethren as  may a t tend t h e  
next Grurid Lodge. 

Y- Â¥ * * * * i t  + * 

TRANSLATION. - 
From the  Esist of London, 

and of our Caledonian Lodge, 
the  1 1 t h  .Ja,ii. 1771. 

sin, :ltlcl in(;rTT WORSHTPFL'L G.M. 
You have undoubtedly been informed t h a t  our >lost AVorshipful Grand 

Masttar, the  Duke of Beaufort, a t  t he  instigation of certain persons, not 
frie-mls io t h e  common good an-d interest o f  oiir S o c i e t y ,  formed a design 
some time since t o  get  all t he  Masons incorporated, under the  English 
constitution, by a n  Act of parliament, or by his Majesty's council. The plan 
thereof was distributed, and the means proposed. by which they hoped t o  
raise tlie necessary funds for defraying the  enormous expence of such 
I ncorporatioii. 

Our Lodge, seconded by many others, t h e  mus t  re spec tab le  in  t h i s  c i t y .  
having maturely weighed the  reasons for and against snch a novelty, thought  
i t  their du ty  t n  present their humble remonstrances to  tlie Grand Lodge, and 
t o  shew the  clatigers and disagreeable consequences which must be the event 
of pursuing this design. 

The unfavourable reception our  proceedings met w i t h ,  has not shaken 
us. Ity force of arguments we have convinced mony, forinerly dazzled by 
the  fliittering promises of tin imaginary gra11cIe11r : tlicy confess thei r  error,  
and Iind the objections made to  their lieretolore favourite plan well founded. 
And it is with a very sensible 11lexs11re W can assnre you, It,WT.G.M.. t ha t ,  
e x ~ - e p t  the  i n v e n t o r s  of the. nove l tu ,  this i n f rnc t ion  W / J O I I ,  tin? 7;!/1its of  Free 
'Masons is not a t  present supported, ( v c c } ) f  J I ! ~  f f h p .  v t~,li/o.r mid m f o r m e d  : 
who. in  otir Society. as well as in all others, :ire tlio greatest  number, but 
n r c  of no q r ~ n - t  r o n s e p e n c e  in t h e  execu t ion  of (1 desifin like. t h e  presen t .  

The affa i r  has been agitated and debated for siliove two years past-, 
and remains yet very f a r  from being decided, though the  favourers of the  



Incorporation have had recourse to all surfs of in'i (rtnf finesse, u r ~ ~ o r t l ~ , y  o f  
f r ~ i e  Masons,  t o  curry their point.-Such a, weunnrss (as we have reason to  
th ink i t )  furnishes us with a reason t o  commence a corresponcle~u-e with you 
R.W.G.M.  and  U e are  bold enough t o  hope. t h a t  you will be pleased t o  g ran t  
a favourable answer to  our request. 

One Mr.  De Vignoles. trlio calls 1t.imself P.G.M. of all  Foreign Lodges, 
or such as  nork  in Foreign Languages. (though many dispute this t i t le,  and 
t r ea t  i t  a s  a chimera) has positively alleged, t h a t  YOU, and all t he  Lodges in 
the Austrian Netherlands under your direction, iipprove a n  Jncorporation. 

The COUNT DE NERAC (to whom we a re  obliged for your address) 
assures us of the  contrary.-We beg of you for the  c o m m o n  flood of the  Society, 
t o  inform us  of the  trut.h.-W have no reason t o  doubt the Count De Nerac's 
relation, b u t  should be happy t o  be enabled t o  overturn the  allegations of a 
man, who creates difl'erenc(~s every where', and avails himself of tlie insinua- 
t ion of his stile t o  mislead those who are  not upon thei r  guard.  

We t ake  the  liberty t o  refer, for  our address, t o  the  conclusion hereof: 
in inaking use of it, as  we request, you will infinitely oblige those who wish 
t o  you K.W.G.31. and t o  the  brethren under your administration, all possible 
happiness i n  th is  n c ~ \ ~  and many isucceedirig years :  and  have the  honour to  
subscribe ourselves, with perfect attention, sincere distinction a n d  f ra ternal  
friendship, 

S I R .  and R.W.G.M.  
Your most obedient and most humble Servants,  

and devoted brethren,  
A .  T E N  BROEKE, Master in the  Chair. 
B. P. DE LA COSTE, Sen. Warden, P.T. 
J O H N  VESTENHITRG, J u n .  h a r d e n ,  P.T. 

J. VIEREL,  Sec. 
This Let ter  agrees with i ts Original, Mons. the  18th March 1771 

Le  Marquis DE GAGES, P.G.M. 

T o  the Grand Secretary's summons the alleged offenders replied :- 

To the  Most Noble HENRY SOMERSET, Duke of Beaufort .  
Grand Master of 31 asons, 

The Right  Worshipful Deputy Grand 31aster and Grand Wardens, 
ancl the  Brethren, ^Members of t h e  Griuid Lodge, 

Riglit Worshipful Sir  and lircthren, 
We have severally received the  Graurl Secretary's Let ter  of Yesterday, 

by Direction (as is said) of the last C'ommittee of Charity,  inc-losing a French 
printed Copy, and Translation of a Let ter  of t h e  Caledonian Lodge. No. 263, 
t o  the  Marquis De Gages, P.G.M. of the  Austrian Netherlands, dated the  
11th January ,  1771, and  reqiiiring our Attendance th i s  Day, a t  t he  Quarterly 
Committee, in  order t o  answer t o  a Complaint then t o  be made against us. 
on iiccount of sitid Let ter ,  a s  our Names appear  thereto. 

Being all of us engaged in  the  Mercantile 13iisiness, we could not 
possibly without g rea t  Loss. a t tend on a, Foreign Post Night a t  so very short 
a Notice, therefore we plea11 the Benefit of the  LEIM Article, 11 Page No. 321. 
which enacts, t11:it " All 1Iiil'~rences or Co i~~p la in t s  t h a t  cannot he made 111) 
or acco~nmodatecl privately, not by a particular Lodge, shall be reduced into  
Writing, and delivered t o  the Grand Secretary, who shall summon all Par t ies  
concerned t o  a t t end  a t  the  next Comiiiittc~e of Charity,  where the  same shall 
be sorionsly considered and fii1:illy decided." 

Our Summonses are  of Yestenlny for toDtiy, ' . t o  ;ins\\er t o  Com- 
plaints then t o  be made," we hold therefore, t h a t  we a r e  not  legally sunl- 
n~oned,  and  t h a t  the  Order for our Attendance ought to  be postponed sit 
least t o  tlie Time giiven us by Law. "We Leg Leave further t o  observe, t h a t  



Transactions of t h e  Quatuor C o m a t z  Lodge.  

in  affixing our  Names t o  the  said Letter,  we acted merely officially for the  
Caledotiiiin Lodge, in our several Capacities annexed t o  our Names. which 
Capacities a r e  only temporary, a n d  t h a t  we hold ourselves no t  answerable 
ill our private Perso~is  for a public Act of the  Lodge. We could have uo 
private Emoluments from it., nor had we any bad Design, when we acted as  
we have done, for the  Lodge; and therefore, if i t  should be found a punisli- 
able Act by our Laws, i t  is tha t  of tlie Brethren of the  Caledonian Lodge 
collectively, a n d  not  ours separately; ancl we ought in  this case t o  bear no 
greater Share in the  Punishment of such an Act, t han  we would have in the  
MeriLs of publishing this  Correspondence, if i t  should happily have the  good 
Effect amongst the  Cnif t  which was intended: On this Ground we hold t h a t  
the sitid Order for our Attendance, merely because our Names appear  to  the  
Letter in  question, ought t o  be entirely dismissed. The Letter is from t h e  
Lodge, not a private one of ours;  were i t  otherwise, the  Grand Lodge surely 
would not spare  Time in  prosecutting mid punishing every Hrother who might 
happen in  private Curresponclence t o  censure their Proceedings to  a Fr iend 
abroad, a t  least from the  Candour they profess they would scorn t o  admit  
such Evidence against any Brother, as must have been procured by t h e  foul 
and da rk  Means, of betraying Brotherly Confidence, and  obtaining and  
publishing private Correspondence, I n  n Society t h a t  really acts in t h e  
Principles of Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth, Inaclvertencies and Trans- 
gressions ought t o  go unpinuslied, when i t  cannot be done. bu t  a t  t h e  
Expctiee of eiicouraging Treachery. Depending on your brotherly a n d  
impartial  Consideration in  this Affair, we are,  with the  utmost Respect. 

Your Grace's and tohe rest of the  Brethren's 
Most obedient Servants. 

a.nd affectionate Urethren, 
A.T.B. 
B.P.L.C. 

London, J . V .  
16 April. 1771. J . V .  

The Grand Mas te r  himself presided at t h e  meeting of G r a n d  Lodge he ld  
on Apr i l  26th, 1771, when 

The D.G.M.  acquainted the  Grand Lodge t h a t  he had received a Copy of a 
Letter in  the  French Language dated 1 1 t h  J a n .  last. irom the  Marquis De 
Gages P.G.M. for the  Austrian Nether1:inds-the Original whereof had been 
transmitted t o  t h e  Marquis. and was signed A. Tenbroeke, John  Vestenburg, 
13. P. Dc la Costae, 1 .  Vierel. as blaster Wardens and  Secretary of the  Cale- 
donian Lodge NO. 263 held a t  the  Half Moon Tavern Cheapside. Tha t  such 
Let ter  reflected u p o n  the Proceedings of this Grand Lodge in  the  grossest 
'I'enus, and tended to  render . i t s  Authority contemptible and ineffectual- 
That  in cotisequence of a resolution of tlie last  Coinittee of Charity such 
Letter,  with a Translation thereof hacl been printed for the  information of 
t ins Cirancl h d g c ,  mid t h a t  a Copy liad been sent t o  each of the  Par t ies  
whose Names appeared thereto. with ;i Summons t o  a t t end  this  Grand Lodge 
t o  ;inSWor t o  a coniplsiiiit then t o  be iniule ngmnst them-The D.G.M.  then 
moved t h a t  the  I k t t r r  should he rencl-And it was rend accordingly, :is was 

likewise a paper signed by the said Hrothers Tenbroeke. Vestenburg, lle la  
C'oste, and Vierel, wherein they acknowledged having signed the  Let ter  com- 
plained of-Whereupon a Motion was made by Th'otlier Alien. Provl. Grand 
Master for Lancashire tha t  lirothers Tenbroelcc Vesienburg, De 1% Coste. 
ancl Viercl shoulcl, I'or having wrote nud transmitted such Let0ter t o  the  
Mtirqi~is 1)e Gages, be Expelled the Soc*icty, which Motion was duly Seconded, 
:)nd tlie Grand Lodge having considerecl the  whole Affair maturely, t h e  
Question was p u t ,  and it passed in the  Affirmative. 



Notification of the expulsion of these Brethren was duly circulated amongsti 
the Lodges in the following form (extracted from the Minute Book of the short- 
lived Lodge a t  Coventry, then numbered 279 and meeting a t  the Rose and 
Crown) :- 

R.W. 3lasr : CV Ih-ethren- 
A t  the  Quarterly Communication held the  261'11. of April last Brors. 

Anthoney Ten Hroeke. la te  Masr.. De La Coste. Senior Warden, J o h n  
Vestenburg, Jun io r  Warden, and J. Vierel, Sec^. of the  Caledonian Lodge, 
No. 263, held ;it t he  Half Moon Tavern, Cheapside Ifindon, were expelled 
the  Society, for buving in i i  most illiberal and  unjust manlier traduced t h e  
Grand Lodge in u letter sigiied by them and t ransmit ted t o  the  Marquies 
l)e Gages, Provincial Grand Master for the  Austrian Netherlands. 

You a r e  therefore hereby particularly injoined not t o  admit t  them or 
any of them into your Lodgc either as Members or otherwise. 

By direction of t h e  Grand Lodge, 
J A S .  I I ESELTINJ4:. G . S .  

References to this letter are also to be fonnd in the contemporary records 
of the St,. Paul's Lodge No. 43, Birmingham, of the Lodge 04f Friendship No. 3 ,  
London, and of the Shakespeare Lodge No. 99, London, which last-mentioned 
Lodge on March 13th, 1771. resolved that  no member should attend the meeting 
of Grand Lodge summoned for April 26th. and that  all charitable contributions 
should be withheld. 

The members of the Moira Lodge No. 92 (then numbered 164 and meeting, 
unnamed, a t  the Royal Oak in Great Earl Street, London) appear to  have been 
in two minds over the questions a t  stake, for after voting two guineas towards 
the expences of the Opposition a t  one meeting, the members lion-confirmed this 
resolution a fortnight later. This vacillation on their pnrt is revealed in the- 
two following Minutes : - 

1771 March 18 
Motion was  th is  Night  Made by 13r. EIawkins A- 211. & 3 d .  by B". Lidia 

& 13'. Garre t t .  & carried by Alejority for the  Lode; t o  pay two pounds two' 
shillg*. for Opposing t h e  Incorporation o f  Masons 

1771 April 1 
The Minutes of t h e  Lust Loge Night being recvd. and Not confirmd., 

it was p u t  t o  vote L<: cariecl by Meiority for t*he Incorporation. 

On &lay 1st of this yeilr Br~other Jeffreys, Master of the Beaufort Lodge 
No. 443, Swansea, wrote to the Grand Secretary asking to be supplied with :I 

further copy of the Plan of Incorporation, as 

the  late Master,  ll.ichard Lloyd.  who has been turned ou t  of our Lodge for 
doing things not f i t  t o  transcribe possessed himself o f  most all the  papers, 
and left them in Ills own house for his fumily or any one else t o  peruse them, 
for which reason they have declared him a common Cowan; and having in 
his Custody the  Plan for Incorporating the  Craf t ,  which I have never seen, 
should be glad if you would send me one by the  re turn of the  post. 

It will be remembered that  Heseltine as far back as July ,  1770, i n  a letter- 
which has already been quoted, indicaked the intention of the promoters to drop 
their original plan and to proceed to Incorporation by Parliamentary Bill. This 
proposal is n~ent~ioned in  a piece of intelligence published in Ireland-T/ir Bf-lfaxf 
Nen's L e t t e r ~ o n  M a y  16tJh, 1771. 

We hear t h a t  t h e  Society of Free  and Accepted Masons intend t o  apply to  
Parliament for a n  Act of Incorporation, the  majority of t h a t  Society having 
already given thei r  votes in favour of t h a t  scheme; :md so zealous are they 



same 
1769 

in the prosecution of the measure tha t  they have already expelled several 
of the dissenting members, and are determined to qlli~sll the opposition by 
proceed 1n.g in like manner w i t h  all their opponents, un t i l  the resolutions for 
the said application shall pass nvmi e rontradicente !-risz~m- f e n e a t i s  a i m c i  ! 

I s  it mere coincidence t h a t  this newspaper paragraph concludes with t he  
La t i n  expression a s  is  t o  be found i n  t.he anonymous circular of December, 

? 
The  earliest Grand  Lodge ^Minute relating t o  t h e  contemplated proceedings 

in  Parl iament  is t h a t  dated November 29tth, 1771, which reads :- 

Brother Farmer of the Stewards Lodge moved tha t  Brothers John Alien a n d  
John Iiigge the Solicitors appointed by the Grand Master to prepare and 
Solicit a Bill in Parliament for the purpose of Incorporating this Society, 
be authorised to draw upon the Grand Treasurer for such sums of Money as 
may In' necessary tow:ircLs procuring such Incorporation ; and that  the Grand 
Treasurer be directed, us occasion may require, to  pay the same t o  Brothers 
Alien and Rigge, so far as the Money already collected on account of the 
Scheme for lh~i ld ing  a Hall; purchasing Jewels, Furniture &c for the use of 
the G.L. and now in his possession, will extend, hut  by no means t o  affect! 
the Fund of Charity-This Motion was duly Seconded, and on putting the 
Question, it  passed in the affirmative. 

Rowland Hol t ,  whose name figured so prominently in  the records of 1768, 
in  which year  he  was Senior Grand Warden,  was prevented from at tending this  
meeting of Grand Lodge for t he  reason stated i n  t he  letter quoted below :- 

Redgrave 
Deer. 2211.. 1771. 

Sir 
l fully intended being in London last Communication But  an  1111- 

expected event happened ~ 0 1 1 .  J-ou will guess a t  by the outside of my letter, 
and of consequence detained me hero. I shall be in London before the 
meeting of Parliament, and hope if Mr. Dillon is not returned from Ireland, 
cnro will be tilke11 tinit the next Communication is appointed, as  1 :l111 
ignorant what has been done since I saw you. \ should be glad of some 
Information how matk~rs  stand tit present, and am 

Sr. Yr. Ill1'. Ser*. 
R.. H O W .  

Doctors Commons London 

'The unexpected event, t o  above, was presumably a bereavement. 

T h e  announcement of t he  intention t o  introduce in to  t he  House of Commons 
a Bill for  t h e  Incorporation of t h e  Society led t o  fur ther  determined opposition 
and  ill-feeling. Several Lodges voted sums of money t o  defray t he  expences of 
opposition, amongst them the  Shakespeare and  t he  Mourning Bush Lodges, each 
of which voted five guineas. The  Royal Lodge, which i n  1769 had  presented a 
Memorial against t h e  proposal t o  incorporate, :)gain forwarded a resolution t o  t he  
Grand Master couched in  t he  following t4erms :- 

To His Grace the Duke of Beaufort, The Right 
Worshipful Grand Master of free & accepted Masons. 

Right "Worshipful Sir, 
By Order of the Royal Lodge, I have as Secretary, the Honor to lay 

before You, the following Resolution, with the  most respectful1 Compliments 
of tlie Lodge. 

At  a Special Lodge held 13th February 1772 The Subject of Incorpora- 
tion upon which this Lodge was Specially convened : being maturely con- 
sidered, & discussed ; it was resolved Nemini Contradicente, tha t  this Lodge 



do no t  join, in t h e  Pet i t ion  t o  Pa r l i amen t  For Incorpora t ing  t h e  Society of 
f ree  and Accepted Masons ;  being unanimously of Opinion,  that a n  Incorpora- 
t ion will be highly Injtirioiis t o  t h e  Society:  a s  being Subversive of its 
Universall i ty,  a n d  total ly inconsid,rtiit wi th  e ~ e r y  principle of AIsisonry. 

I have  t h e  lionor t o  be with t h e  greatest respect  

Your Graces 
Most  Obedient Humble S e r v a n t  

JOHN C R O F T  Secretary.  

As the steps taken to promote this Parliamentary Bill are clearly reflected 
in the Solicitors' Bill of Costs, i t  will not be inappropriate t,o set this out in 
detail. 

I t  will be observed that tqhe Petition to Parliament, drafted as early as 
November, 1770, was not in fact presented until February 18th, 1772. 

Deserving of special note are the " innumerable extra attendances " 011 

Dillon, Holt, Brickdale and others, for which no charge was made. 
It would be interestling to know whether the senior partner in the firm of 

Allen and Rigge, namely, John Allen, was the Brother John Allen appointed 
Provincial Grand Master of Lancashire in 1769 and stated tto have been in the 
habit of residing oiit of his Province except for tIhree months in the summer when 
Masonic activities were, as now. at  their lowest ebb. The name of John Allen 
occurs amongst trhose of members attending a meeting of the Roynl Arch Chapter 
at  the  Turk's Head Tavern, Gerrard Street, Soho, on June 12th, 1765, others 
present on this occasion including James Galloway and Thomas French; while in 
1769 a Brother Rigge was Master of the London Lodge. 

The antient  & Honorable Society 
of Free & Accepted Masons. 

1770 Novenlr 12t11-Attends. Meeling i n  Bond Street to consult on an intended 
Application to Parl iament for a Kill to  in8corpoi:iite the Society- 
Several Hours-and Attends to advise with Mr. Dillon and others 
respecting the same ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Taking Instructions for and Draws. Petition to  Parliament-and Copy 

Atteiulg. Mr. Dillon i n  TTertford Street to settle same ... ... 
The like on Mr. Bacon in Bruton Street ... ... ... ... 
in gross^. T'clit ion on ;I. large Skin to sigii ... . . ... 

... Paid fo r  P i i~~c l i l t i~n t  ... ... ... ... ... 
Ingrossg. another P a r t  thereof-and Parchmt. ... ... ... 
I tany Attend(lS. t o  get, same signed ... ... ... ... ... 

1772 J t W y .  30-Attends. Mr. Dillon to consult as to carrying i n  tlie Petition &c. 
Attends. at Mr. Bacon's to  consult him in  th is  Business ... ... 

... The like on ' ~ r .  Walsingliam .., ... . . ... ... 
Driifi Bill-f0.80 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Several Attendcls. on M''. Rigge Mr. Heseltine and others t o  settle same 

... ... Fair  Copy for Mr. Dillon ... ... ... ... 
Several Attendclfi. on him to  settle and consult on same ... ... 
Attends. 111'. Brickdale thereon when lie promised to confer w i t h  

... ... the  Speaker ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Mr. 13rickdale having left Copy of tlie Bill with the Speaker-Two 

... ... other fair  Copies thereof ... ... ... . -. 
... ... Two f a i r  Copies of Petition for Mr. Dillon . . . . . .  

... ... Fair  Copy Draft  of the  Bill for Counsel ... ... 

... ... Paid Mr. Leo t o  pernso and settle-and Clerk ... 

... ... ... ... ... Several Attends. on him ... 
15kh. ffebry-At tends. Mr. Dillon and Mr. Brickclale when it was fixed 

... to  carry i n  the  Petition the 171'1'. . , . ... ... ... 
17th-Attencl^. a t  the  House of Commons-when M r .  Brickdale being 
engaged ill a Committee and 3Tr. Dillon not nUpndg-the 18th was 

... ... ... ... appointed ... ... . , . . . . 



Lc1ter.s & Messengcbrs to Mr. Dillon a t  l-ioodlrs ancl afterwards to his 
House ... ... ... ... ... ... 

..a ... 
Attendiitg him re~peetiiig the  l'ciition beiiig prrsented to  morrow and 

... consult who shod. be nametl of the Coiuniittt~e ... ... 
18th-Attends. the House of (Joitiinoiiri when I'i*tition presented and 
Loavo given to  bring i n  a Bill , . . ... ... ... ... 
Att(1inlg. MecAing ill M''. Dillons to read over Draft Bill a n d  f111,tlior 
settle same ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 

Attending Mr. Riggo. W. Heseltine & -Mr. l ' r ~ t o n  a t  tlic- Feathers on 
further C'onsidertttn. of Draft  and giving- Directions for printing the 
Bill ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 

... 23d.  Attend? al. tlie Feathers to examine & correct Proof Sliect 

Paid 1~;xpences ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Copy Hill for )l'-. White Conniiee CF. ... ... ... ... 

... 25th. Attend?. to examine and correct ?d. Proof Sheet ... 
Attends. A P .  White and Settling Bill to bo brought into the Housr 
when lie made some Alterations whichrerliiirecl to he r e ~ ~ r i n l ~ ' i l  ... 
26ttl. Tllo like on further Alteration ... ... ... 
Atteii(ic8. on Pr in ter  thereon ... ... ... ... ... 
Attends. Mr. Dillon to acquaint him the Bill wod. be carried in the  
27th And to request his Attendee. . . . ... ... ... ... 
F l i ~  like on Mr. Urickclale ... . . . ... ... ,.. 

Filling up  Blanks of Six Bills for )l'-. Dillon M''. B'rickcli>lc~ &c. ... 
... Atleiiclg. to deliver same . . . . . .  ... ... ... 

27th. Attends. a t  the  House when Mr. Brickdale engaged in ii Com- 
mittee &C.-so tlnii he fixed to morrow t-o curry in the Hill ... 
Filling up the  Clanks .of four more Bills ,.. ... ... ... 
28111. Attei id~.  al the 7-101ise wlien Bill carrird 111 am1 ronil f l i p  first 

... Time ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 

... 3 .March-Filling 1111 the  Blanks of two more Bills ... 

... AKetide. the  House when Bill read a 2d.  Tinie ... ... 
Mt~ki 11g three fair  Copies of Petition -.. ... ... ... 
Attwdg. Mr. Brl~*l<diile on the  Speaker's recommending two  additional 
Clauses-a nd ta l i i~ lg  Instructions for s;iir>~-V iz*'.-One l I]  restrain t lie 
Society from pu rchas~ .  or retains. Lands &c. above a ceilain limitted 
U~tintity-and the  other to  oblige the Society to  invent such Cash a s  

... tlu?y shod. place out  a t  Intorcsl in the Public l-'unds ... 
Maki I I ~  thrcw fair Copies of l lip additional Clauses proposrd together 

... with t ha t  enabling the  Society to hold Lamis &c. ... ... 
... ... ... Attciicl~. Mr. Rricklale there01 I ... -.. 

... ... 6")-Filling u p  the Blanlcs of 2 more Bills ... ... 
Attends. 311'. Briekdale again when he desired a Copv of the Statute 
3d.  .Henry 6th. to  prevent Masons fiimi confodcrating i n  Chapters ... 

... ... 7 t h .  Two Cupies 1 hereof ... . , . ... . . - 
10~11 Attendg. Mr. Dilloii to  take Instructions what Members to  wrilr 
to and advise on c o n d ~ ~ c t i ~ i g t l ~ e  Busine?s of the  Committee ... 

... ... ... The like on Mr. 7Tolt ... ... ... 
Aitencl~. the S~tc~aker respect-ing tlie Morlmain C l in i~ l ,  when lie 

... ... directed me to come again io  morrow ... ... 
Attnidg. Clerk 01' tlie Comfiee with Bills filled up for the Committer 

... ... .,. and to confer wit h him thereon ... ... 
Attend?. the  House to search if counter Pot". presented as expectoil 

... ... ... ... and bespeakg. Copy thereof ... ... 
... ... ... Two Copies of Same with 314 Subscriptions ... 

A t l n i d ~ .  to  consult with M'". Dillon Mr. Urickdnle &c. tlicwon ... 
... ... ... l l t l l  Filling up th13 Blanks of 4 more Bills 

Writ,ing Cards to 34 Members requesting tlieir Attendc~. a t  a Ck~ni- 
niitlee of the whole House on the third reading of t h e  Hill-hicl 

... ... ... canye.  out  salno-Wax &c. ... . . 
Attrnilg. the  Spei~ker 13y Appoi~itm*-. furtlior I n  inform liitn as to  the 

... ... ... ... Grounds of the Applicatn. &c. . . 
12th Attending twice a t  the Speaker's when I had fur". Conversatrl. 
w i th  him on the Bill and lie desired a M ~ o t i n g  with >l'-. Dillou &c. 



... Translating Act of 3d. Henry 6 t h .  ... ... ... 
Two Copies l h,ereof with Translation ... ... ... 
Draws. Briefs-9 Slieets ... ... ... ... ... 

N.H. In this Mr. r t i g ~ r  ;issi-;'eil and (,Irow near half 
r q  .l licrefore I cli:ii'gi: only half. 

Fair  Copy for C40unsel ...... ... ... ... ... 
Paid Mr. I)iiv therewith and his Clerk ... ... ... 
Attendg. him sev1. Time c'onsiiiltg. &c. ... ... ... 
Another Copy for 11r. Dillon ... ... ... ... 
AttemIe. hi111 tlierwii ... ... ... ... ... 
20th Attendg. with Mr. Dillon o n  tin1 Speaker ... ... 

... 26th Attendg. the  House to  get C!oml'ee adjoiini'ci ... 
Six Copies of Ohservationi on t lie Petition of Col]. Salter and otlirrs- 
a s ~ t -  ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
The like of Observations on anil Argunienls in support of the  Bill.- 
8 Slieels ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
28th Atteiiclg. to confer with NI'. Dillon .., ... ... ... 

3OLh Attenilg 11 iin again ... ... ... ... ... ... 

... 31st  i' i l l iug~il l)  t lie Blanks of '2 more Bills ... ... ... 
Cards tor tin- Members of the  House to attend the  Coiniiiec to morrow 
and paid carryg. them out . . . . .  ... ... ... 

... Attendg. Mr. Dillon when he directed me t o  wilii on Mr. Onslow 

Attends. 111'. Onslow to state the  Intention of t h e  Society in tins 
Application ... ... ... . , . ... ... ... 
l s b  April-Attriiilg. the House when Comiiieo adjourn'd till to  morrow 

... Sd. Atteiulg. tlio House when C'omfiee adjouru'd for 3 Months 

Inmmierable ilxtra Attendes, on Mr. Dillon 'Mr. Holt, Mr. Brick(liil~\ 
&c. &c. &c. in tlio course of this  Business ... ... ... 
P d .  Coach .[lire for Self & others to  Hie Mouse and on attoinlg. 
Members &c. ... ... ... ... ... ... 
P d .  Poiters t o  a d  t iom the l louse &C. iuid otlic~r petty Expeur'cs 
Xotr. 4:-1)i*ii\~g. Bond from Rowland Berkley Es(1r. (on his being 10- 

elected (;rani1 Treasurer) and .Juhn To~vnsou & Tlio'1. Parker  Lsqm. 
111- Sureties to Loul I'etro ni~(l  the othei dram1 Officers for 111s du ly  
accountmg &v. with the Soeirly-am1 fair Copy for their  pmit'-111- 
being long  & special ... . . ... . . 
Ingrossg. sanir i i  i d  paid Duly ... .,. ... ... ... 
AttencK Execution a t  ("iarraway'a when tho Stock was transferred 

... into tlie names ot the Obligors ... ... ... ... 
Dravg. Bond from Lord Petre mid the  Clrand Ufficers t o  the  Duke of 
Beaufort iiiitl others for their  putting the Treasurers Bond in  Suit it' 
necessary and thilt tliey woc1. not release any Action to be l~rought 

... tllel~eoll &v.-fo. IS ... ... ... ... ... 
... ... l-'air C'opy f o r  ihcir  Prnisal ... ... . . ~ ... 

i n  connection with the proceedings in  Parliament one might well imagine 
tha t  Hansard would prove informative-and yet this series of Parliamentary 
Reports maintains i l  complete and agqiivating silence 011 the subject of Incorpora- 
tion, for not a single reference to the proposed Charter is to be found. A careful 
search through the appropriate volumes of The Annual  Eeyister and of T?ir 
GentIt-man's M a y u z i n e  has proved equally fruitless. This absence of information 
miiy be attributed to the fact tha t  a t  this period the question of the admission of 
Press reporters to oilher House w.is being keenly contested. T h e  / ) U I / ~ /  dz~ertzser 

of March 10th. 1772, mentioned t h a t  " no persons were admitted into the House 
of Commons yesterday but  ^\reinhers ; the Gallery wiis locked. and not withstanding 
several Noblemen miide A p p l i c u t  ion for Aclmitt~ance. they could not obtain i t  ." 



I n  spi te  of t h i s  exclusion of reporters,  brief references t o  t h e  proceedings 
in  Pa r l i amen t  were published i n  contemporary newspapers.  T h e  jVurwich Mercury  
fu rn i shed  i t s  readers  wi th  t h e  following repor ts ,  which Bro the r  Daynes  rescued 
f rom oblivion : - 

(Xoru'lch Mercury-Saturday, February 29th 1772) 
London, Saturday,  February 22nd 

A Petit ion of the  Duke of Ileaufort, and other honourable Gentlemen, 
belonging t o  the  Society of Free and Accepted Masons, has been presented t o  
tlie House of Commons, sett ing forth, t h a t  they h i i ~ e  given, from voluntary 
Contributions, t o  their distressed brethren annu:iIly npwiirds of 6001 for 
some years past, and are  possessed of a fund of 13001 1?ank Annuities, besides 
ready money no t  invested, and the  Grand Fund  for building a hal l :  t h a t  
tlie Society have it in Contemplation t o  build a l ia l l ,  and also alms-houses, 
for necessitous people: and in  order to  prosecute t h a t  good end, have prayed 
t h a t  leave may be given t o  bring in a Bill for incorporating and making a 

body politic the  said Society. The House has  granted their  request, and 
a bill is ordered in. 

Last night tlie Quarterly Committee of Charity of the  Antient and  
honourable Society of Free and Accepted Masons was held a t  t h e  Horn  
Tavern, in  Fleet Street ,  where eighty pounds wore distributed ou t  of tlie 
general fund t o  the  relief of Twelve distrest brethren. 

(Norwich Mcrcw-Sa tu rday ,  March 7th 1772) 
London, Thursday, March 5th  

The Mason Society petitioned the  House of Commons t o  be 
incorporated. Ordered a bill in accordingly. 

(Norwich Mercury-Saturday, :\[arch 14th. 1772) 
London, Tuesday, March 10th 

Last  niglit was held a t  the l.hvil Tavern, Temple Bar ,  a numerous and 
respectable meeting of the  Free and Accepted Masons (Major General Salter 
in the  Chair) who unanimously resolved, Tha t  the  present application t o  

' a r l i a m e ~ ~ t ,  for iln incorporation is absurd, and has a direct tendency t o  tlio 
to ta l  ruin of t h a t  ancient and honourable f ra terni ty:  in consequence there. f 
: petition is now prepared, and ready t o  be presented to  t h e  House of 
C!ommons, t o  pray their rejection of the  bill now depending. 

London. Thursday eveing. M arch 12th 
A Committee of the Whole House is appointed for Thursday next,  on 

the  Question of in-corporaiing the  Free  Masons, when i t  is expected there  
will be warm debate. 

(Noru-ich .Vercury-Suturday, Narch 28th. 1772) 
London, Thursday eveninc;, Marrh 26th 

This day the  following Bills were taken under further Consideration in 
the  H. of Commons. . . . A Flill for the  well-governing and regulating 
the  Society of free and arrepted Masons. 

(A'ori(:fc/i Mercury-Saturday, April 4th 1772) 
London, Thursday evening. April 2nd 

Yesterday the  bill for incorporn-iiiic; t he  Society of Free  Masons, which 
was t o  have been taken into consideration of the  whole H o u s e  was cleferrecl. 

(Norwich Mercury-Suturcla~, April l l t l i  1772) 
London, Saturday,  April 4th 

The Free  and Accepted Masons' Bill is deferred for three months. 

F o r  t h e  benefit of those unacquainted with P a r l i a m e n t a r y  procedure  i t9 
m u s t  he re  b e  explained t h a t  t h e  passing of :i resolution t o  defer  f u r t h e r  considera- 
t ion of t h e  Bill fo r  t h r e e  months  implied t4hat  t h e  measure  was dead.  



I n  t h e  Official Records  of Pa r l i amen t  (Coi l?  ~ I I O I I . S  Joiiriml.~, vol. x x x i n . ,  
pp. 484-5) there occur t h e  following entr ies  relat , ing t o  t h e  proceedings in t h e  
i lonae  of Commotis:-  

1772 February 18th 
A Petit ion of Henry Somerset, Duke of Beaufort. Ac. &c. &C.: tlie 

IIoiionruhle Charles Fieri ry 1)il Ion, Ro~- lnnd  f Iolt Ksquire, Si r  Watkj 11s 
Williams Wynn , Baronet,  ii11d other Persons whose Names are  thereunto 
subscribed, on behalf of themselves and  many other Persons. was presented 
t o  the  House, and read :  Setting forth. That  a Set  of Men, who call them- 
selves the  Society of Free  :incl Accepted Masons (whereof the  Petitioners are  
Members) have, for Ages 1 > i i ~ t ,  associated themselves within this Rc:llm, for 
the  c-arrying on the  good Purposes for which thei r  said Society was originally 
instituted ; i i l~d have ever demeaned themselvc~s with Duty and Loyalty t o  
His  Majesty a n d  his Predecessors, with Reverence and Obedience t o  the  La\\ s,  
and M it11 universal Benevolence t o  all Tlaukind;  and t h a t ,  t he  said Society 
being founded upon humane and charitable Principles, the  Members of i t  
ha re  from Time t o  Time, by voluntary Contributions, raised considerable 
Sums of Money: and have, for several Years past,  applied to  the  Amount 
of Â£60 and upwards, annually, upon an  Average, t o  the  Relief of the 
Distressed ; and t h a t  the  said Society a re  now p o ~ ~ e s ~ e d  of a Fund .  ft hie11 
they call t he  Fund  of Chan ty ,  consisting of One Thousand and Three Hundred 
Pounds Three per cent Consolidated Itank Annuities, together with Ready 
Money not ye t  invested in iilly Savings; and they a r e  also possessed of other 
Monies, which they rail t he  Grand F u n d ,  for the  building of a Hall  and  other 
Purposes; a n d  tliizt t he  ssiicl Society have i t  in Cont.eiii1)lation t o  purchase 
Lands, in order to build themselves a Hall, or convenient Place, wherein t o  
assemble, and transact their Husmess; and also Alrnshouscs for the Reception 
of necessitous People; and  t h a t  the  said Society cannot so effectually carry 
their said Designs int40 15~t~cnt ion,  nor render their said Funds so srcure and 
extensively useful, or otherwise prosecute t h e  good Ends of the  said Charitable 
Insti tution, a s  if t he  same was incorporated: And therefore praying, That  
Leave may be given t o  Lriiig i n  a liill for incorporating :111d making a Body 
Politic tho said Society of Free  and Accepted .Masons: or t h a t  the  Petitioners 
may have such other Aid in the  Premises as  t o  tlie House shrill seem meets. 

Ordered. Tliat Leave- Le given t o  br ing in a Hill, pursuant t o  the 
Prayer of the  said Pet i t ion;  anrl th;it J[r. Brirkclrtle, Mr. Dillon, 'Mr. Holt ,  
and 3118. Bacon do prepare a n d  bring in  tho same. 

T h i s  e n t r y  was  p r in ted  ve rba t im in TJie London E v e n i ~ z g  Post on  F e b r u a r y  
"27tli. 1772. The four  members  last  named represented t h e  following const~ituencies 
-^respectively : -13rist 01, W e s t b u r y ,  Suffolk and Norwich. 

l772 February 28th 
Air. Brickcl:ile prrscrit,ed t o  the  House, according t o  Order, i i  Bill for 

incorporating and well governing the Society of F ree  : ~ m l  Accepted Masons ; 
and for other Purposes therein men t ioned : And the  srtino was received : and 

read the  first time. 
Hosolved. 'J'lisit t he  Itill Le rend a Second Time. 

1772 3I:irch 4th 
A Hill for incorporating and well governing t h e  Society of Free  and 

Accepted Masons ; a n d  for other Purposes therein mentioned ; was read a, 

Second Time. 
Hesolvecl, rl'l~:it the K i l l  be roniinitted. 
ltesolved, That  the  Hill be committed io  a Committee of the whole 

Honse. 
Kesolved, Tha t  this House will, upon To-inorrow Soven-iiight, the  12th 

Day of this Ins t i~ i i t  Mairli ,  resolve itself into a Committee of the  whole 
House, upon the  said Bill. 



1772 Msircll l l t h  
A Petition of Major (ieneral Jolm Salter,  Past Deputy Grand Master 

oi tlie Society of Ii1re*e and Accepted Masons, lticliard Hipley, Esquire, and 
Fleming I'nikstoii. Es(1iiire. Past Grand Wardens, and oilier Persons, Mein- 
bcrs of the  said Society, w a s  presented t o  the  House and reacl; Set t ing 
for th .  Tha t  t h e  Petitioners observe by the \70tes, t h a t  a. Bill has been 
presented, for iiicoi-porating mid \\ell goveriiiny the  Society of Free and 
Accepted lfasons. and for other l'urpo-PS; and tha t ,  i n  the  Opinion of 
the* Petitioners, tlie said Bill, if it should paw into i L;iu, will not in ilny 
res~iect (~ontr ibnto  t o  the well govci~iiiiig of the  Sorietv to  which t h e  
Pe t~ t~ ioner s  belong; but,  on the contrary, will be very detrimental a n d  
oppressive t o  them and mnny others o f  t he  Society, nucl rannpt possibly be 
attended with any good Coiisequences to t h e  Public:  And. therefore praying, 
That  Llu~ Petitioners may be a t  Liberty l o  be heard, liy themselves nr (counsel, 
against ilie said Hill : and il iat  the s:une may not pass;  or t h a t  the l l o u ~ t ~  
will g ran t  such oilier l<elief as  shall seem meet. 

Ordered, Tha t  the  said Petition do lie u p o n  the  Tiilile. 
* Ã‡ * * * * Ã it it 

Ordered. Tlnit the  Order iii:~de upon the 4th Day o f  this Ins tant  March,. 
for tilt' I louse t o  resolve itself into s i  C'ommittee of the  whole House. upon 
t8he 12tli Day of the  saiiiih Month, upon tlic H i l l  tor incorporatiiig a n d  
well governing the  Society of Free  and Accepted Masoiis, and  for other 
Purposes therein mentioned, be now read. 

And  the  s:iid Order hiiingrend accordnigly; 
Ordered. Tlnit t he  said Order bo ilischargi~4. 
l<rsolve(l, TIiut this House will, npun tins Day Fortnight.  the 26th 

Day of this Instsint Alarcli, resolve itself into tlie said Committee. 

1772 M:ircli 24th 
The House was moved, Tluit till* Order 111iide upon the 11th Day of th is  

Itistii~it N i ~ r c h ,  for the  House t o  resolve itself into a Committee of the  whole 
House upon Thursdiiy next,  upon the liill tor i i i ro~ . l io ra t i i i~and  well govern- 
ing the  Society of 1''ree and Accepted Masons and for  other Purposes therein 
mentioned ; niiglit be read. 

And t he  siiicl Order being read :iccordingly ; 
Ordered. Tliat tlie said Onler l ~ e  discliarycd 
Id-solved, Tliiit th is  House will, To-iiiorrow Seven-night, tlie ll'irst Day 

of April next.  resolve itself into the snicl Committee. 



1 A space ten lines i n  d e ~ t h  in the origiiisil t e x t .  
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And flint the  principal Body of tlie said Society s1i:ill be called The 
< ; I  ( I  114 Lcnlii( , and sliiill consist of 1 

which said last enumerated 
Officers and Brethren, so composing the  Grand I ~ c l g e .  by the  Name of 

the Society of F r e e  nm{ Accepted Mnsopis, shall for ever hereafter be a. 
Body Politic a n d  Corporate i n  Deed :ind in  Law: And tha t ,  by t he  same 
Niiine, tliey and then- Successors sluill have perpetual Succession : And 
thiil they and their Successors, by t h a t  Name, shall and may for ever 
l ier (~i i l ' t~ i~ be able and capable, and have full Power (without Licence in 
^\'lortiii;iin) t o  pii'rchiise, have, Lake, acc~uire, receive. possess, enjoy, and 
hold, t o  them and their Successors, -M anors, M essuages. Lands. Eeu ts, 
'I'em~iiion ts ,  Goods. mid Chattels, Annuities and  Hereditaments. of any 
and what Na tu re  or Kind soever, in Fee Simple and P e r p e t ~ i t ~ y ,  or for 
Torin of Life  or Lives, or Years, or otherwise; and  have full Power and 

lawful Authority t o  take. hold, and enjoy, all Lands, Tenements and  
Hcreditaments,  rind ill1 and every Sniiis a n d  Sum of Money, Goods, 
Chnttels. A ~ ~ n u i t i e s ,  Effects, or other Property whatsoever. which 
shall or may a t  any  Time hereafter be devised. given, granted,  
sold, or  demised to  the said Society for the  Purposes of the  said 
I~is t i t~ut ion,  not exceeding in the  whole, the  yearly Value of 
over and above nil Charges ancl l?pprizes: And also. t h a t  i t  slinll aiul 
may be lawful for tin; said I3ody Corporate, to  sell, g ran t ,  demise, 
esch;ii ig~, and dispose of any of the  said Manors, Messuages. Lands, 
Kents, Tenements, a n d  Hereditaments. and other Kiiul of Property vvlint- 
soever, wherein they shall have any Estate.  Right ,  Title, or Interest .  

AN11 BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, by the  Authority aforesaid. 
Tli:it t he  said Society or C'orporsitioii. mid tlicir Successors, shall iiil~l 
i i i i i v ,  by the Name aSorc*sixid be nlile t o  sue ancl bo sued, plead and be 
I inplt~acled, answer aiid be answ ered u nto. defend and be defended, in all 
Courts of Record and  Places of .Judic:iture v:itliin tins Iiingdoin. t o  all 
In tents  and  Purposes, in as  ample Manner and Form as any other Body 
Politic or Corporate in th is  P a r t  of our Kingdom of / ; ~ e ~ i t  Britain called 
E,ti!jl<ind, Iiiwfully i i ~ y  or can act or do : and t h a t  ilie said Corporation 
for over hereafter s11:ill and ljlily have and use a ('oi~~iiion Seal for the  
Ctiiisos and l<usinesses of tin-in ;nu1 ilicir Successors: and t h a t  it shall 
i ~ i l  mav be lawful for them and their Successors, t o  change, break. a l ter ,  
iiii~l make new the  s;iii~c from Time to Time. as  they sliall thiiik fit. 

AND BE IT  F U H T H l ~ ~ K  ENACTED, T h a t  for the better Govern- 
l i i ~ ~ n t  mid Regulation of t he  said Corpor;itiun, and carryiiig their laudable 
1)~'signs into Kxi1(.1i tion. 

shall he. and  is liereby appointed 
tip lirst Grand Naster,  by the Stile,  Title, and  Denomination of Most 
Wtirsl~ ipf 111 Grand M a s t e r  of F r e e  and Accepted Maso,tis : 

shall be, and is hereby appointed 
tlic first Deplity Grand Master, by the Stile,  Title,  and Denomination 

of Hifili f WOI.S/I  t p j i ~ l  1 ) e p t i t y  Grant1 Md.stcr of Free am1 t r r e p t e d  Masons ; 

shall be, and is hereby appointecl 
the  first Senior Grand Warden, by the  Stile.  Title,  and Ilenoiniiiiition 
of Il~orshipful Senior Grand Warde~ti of Free  and Accepted M a s o n s  ; 

shall be. siiicl  is liereby appointed 
t h e  first Jun io r  Grand Warden, 1~7 the Stile. Title. and  Denomination 
of I+'orsli i p f u l  .hiii<n d'l-c~ t~cZ TTjwtlt~~i of Fi r e  ( m i l  A r . i ' ~ p f c ~ l  il/ciso,n.s ; 

shall he. :zncl is hereby appoin tecl 

1 A space fourteen lines in  depth in the original t ex t .  
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the first Gr.niil Treasurer, by tlie Stile,  Title,  and  Denomination of 
W o r s h i p f u l  b i r d  Treasurer  of 1~'rec a n d  Accepted M a s o n s .  

shall be. and  is hereby appointed 
the  first Griiiid Secrctiiry, by the  Stile. Title, and  Denomination ol 
\Vo~ship f t t l  ( i i u n d  Seci e t w y  of l f ' i~oc  (1iid Acc/:l~t/!(l Masons  : und 

shall be, a n d  is hereby appointed 
fir& Grand Sword Beiirer. by the  Stile, Title,  and Denomination of 
W o ~ s h p f u l  Grand ^icord Hearer o f  Free a n d  Accepted Masons; which 
said several Persons shall be and  continue in their -aid several and 
respective Offices until  tlie Feast of Sninf J o h n  t he  Evangelist, next a f t e r  
ilie passing of th is  Act, or until t he  next Generill Annual Meeting of 
the said Society, commonly called The Grand Fend o f  Free  and Accepted 
Masons, which shall be i i n l ~ ~ ~ l l y  :~pl)ointecl by tlie Grand Master, a n d  
held on. or as near as convenient-ly may be t o  the  said Feast of S m t  
Jolt-n t he  E~iil lgelist  : and from theiiro, until  other fit and able Per-ons, 
Alembers o f  tlie said C!orporation, sliall be duly chosen or  appointed in 
their respective Places, i f  tlie said several Persons shall so long live.  
B u t  if any of t h e  said Officers shall happen t o  die, before tinother or 
others shall bo elected or  uppoiiitecl i n  Ins or  'their Place or Plu-res. then 
ilie Office or Offices of such Person or Persons so dying, shall be filled 
u p  in  the  Manner practised by the  said Society on such Occasions: And 
th i i t  it shall and may be lawful to and  for tlne Grand Master of the  said 
Society for Lhe Time boiiig. tlie Deputy Gnmd hlasti-sr for the  Time being, 
I t he  Name and by the  Authority of the  Grand blaster, or a n y  Provincial 
Grand Master for t h e  Time being, within his Province or District, from 
Time t80 Time and a t  all Times hereafter, to  issue Warrants  :md g ran t  
Authority to such other Person or Persons as  they, either or any of them, 
slna.11 think proper tor the  constitutmg as  many Subordinate Lodges, 
Assemblies. or Conventions of Masotts, and a t  such Place or 1'l;ices as to  
them. either or any of them, shall, from Time t o  Time. seem fit and 
expendient : And such Lodges Assemblies, or Conventions, .so to  be 
( onstituted, iiro hereby dor'lared to  be, and the  sinne shall be. ad,iudgecl, 
deemed. t:~li1111, and allowed t o  be legiil a n d  regnliir, a s  are  a n d  shall be 
i l l !  the  Meetings, Assemblies, and Conventions of the  said Grand Lodge, 
iiiid of all inferior or subordinate Lodges, already constituted under the  

A ~ t ~ h o r i t y  of the  Grand Masters of h'uglund, desiring t o  partake of the  
Hcnefits of t ins  Act :is aforesaid.  And such Meetings, Assemblies, Lodges, 

and Couventionis, shall bo 1 to the  Visitation. Coiitroul or 
inspection of the  Grand Master, or Deputy Grand Master,  for the  Time 
being, or  such Person or Persons .is shall. from Time t o  Time. be 
authorised by them, or One of them. for t h a t  Purpose. 

A N D  'W IT FITK'I1KRH ENACTED, Tlnit t he  Grand Blaster, or 
tlie Deputy  Grand Master, for the  Time being, (by the  Grand Master's 
Authority) shall and may, from Time to  Time and a t  all Times hereafter, 
as often as  tlie Grand .Muster shall th ink proper or necessary, issue forth 
Summons or Notices t o  convene and call together the  Members of the  
Grand Lodge. to  meet a t  :l Chapter or Coii~ii~uiiic:ition, t o  be held a t  a 
Time and  Phice to  be mentioned in such Sun~iino~is or Notice, in Zoridon, 
or within Ten Miles thereof;  such Summons or Notice t o  be delivered. 
or sent  by the  Post. a t  least Days before the  Time so t o  be 
iippoiiited for an) snch Chapter or Coiniiiiiiiic'atioii . and the  I~rethreii  or 
Members, iissembled in consequence of such Summons or Notio*, if they 
iiinount t o  or more 111 Number, and if the  Gi~:nnl Master, 

Deputy Grand blaster,  Senior Grand Warden, or the  Junior  Grand 



Public Act.. 

W:ircleii for the  Time being, or if any Person \vhu sli:ill liave betore filled 
:in: o f  those Offices, and continuing a Member of the said Society, be 
Oil(*. ~ l i i ~ l l  have full Power and Authority to make, consiitutc, and ordain 
sudi Orders, Constitutions, Statutes.  Hye l,i~\\s, ; i i i ( l  Ordinances as  shall 
i111)~i t r  t o  the* llii,ioritqy, SO i i ~ ~ e i ~ b l e i l ;  t o  be Hecessi1i.y or  expedient for 
the  (lovcniment, Order, and Regulation of all the Jloinbers and Affairs 
ol Hie said Society : which Orders. Constitutions, iStiitiitps, Kvo T,n\~s. 
inlil Ordinances, not being repiigiiaut or co~tr i ic l ic to~ y t o  the  Lan s and 
Si:iiiitos of tlie Realm. shall and illay be ei~cct,ii:~lly oliserved; performed, 
t i i l  k rpt  : And such Grand Lodge, so t o  be : issrinl)I~~d, or the inalor Part 
L hereof ,  slulll also have flill Pou er  ancl Aulliori ty  to  \vitlidratt niid take 
~i\\~i>s the  Constitution or Warrant grnntcd t o  :km Siiliordinnte Lixlge ; 
I i i ( l  to expel tincl punish any l[ei~iber of tho said iSocioiy :is t o  the131 shall 
sonil ineel:  :incl to c10 all other 'I'l~ings rel: i t i \c t o  the Government, 
Kst.:ite, Hevemie, and Effects of the  .'-.aid Corporation, nnd the  Members 
tlicrcol', a n y  Thing herein contained t o  the  coiitriiry in any\\ ise notwith- 
standing. 

PROVIDED ALWAYS; Tli:lt no Order. C'on~tiiiitioii. Statiite*. B: e 
l-<<iw; or Ordinance. ao t o  be made, shall be bindnig, or in  iorce. unless the  
same shall be made and agreed to  a t  One Chapter or Communication, and 
unt i l  it sli:ill 1i:ive been re:icl :itid :ia;aiii i ~ r c e d  to ;nu1 confiriiied by a 

-M a ioritty o f  tlie Member\ present a t  tlie C1i:inter or C ~ ~ ~ i m i i ~ i i c : ~ t i o ~ ~  t h a t  
sli.ill. 110 held next after such Orcltli, ('onstitiitioii, Sta tute ,  B j e  L a u .  o r  
h - d i n : ~ n c e  hli:~ll be first proposed :111d ngrecd t o :  An11 t h a t  t h e  same 
31 c~liocl shall always be obser\ ei.1 in  ;il~rog:itiiig, a ltci ing, or repenling 
iiiiy sucli Older,  Constitution. St:itnte. 13ve I ~ i w ,  or Ordinance. 

AND 131{; IT FITI{,'l'H Fit ENACTED, by i1.r An thon t j  sil'o-icqnd, 
1 ' l i . i t  :m Arl iii;ule 111 tlio Third Vo:ir of th(1 T ~ ~ I ~ I I  of Ins late Majestv 
K i n g  l l ~ i i i ' t ,  tlie Sixth, t o  p r t ~ e i i i  lfiisons l iom (:oiil'rdortitiiig tlieniselves 
i i i  C'liaptcrs ancl Assemblies s11:ill be mid tlie s:m'ie 1's lierc4q- repealed. 

A N D  1{R IT I(Tl?TtTTiT? I~;NAf"I'KD. ' I ' l ~ i t  tins Act slinll be taken 
i ~ i d  ullo~rr-cl in  all ('oiirta as a Public A c t .  :incl ; i l l  .Jiiclgcs :iiul . l i i ~ t i ~ e ~  
sire liorol),~ required 1 0  take Notice tlierrof as siic.li. \ \ i t l i o~ i i  spocirtlly 
plci1dnia; the  same. 

Tt will be observed t h a t  t h e  t ex t  of th i s  Bill  followed fa i r ly  clcsely t h a t  of 
t h e  c1r:ift Royal  C h a r t e r  circulated i n  1769. I n  each case, provision was m a d e  

fo r  t h e  meetings of G r a n d  Lodge t o  be held in t h e  C i t y  of London  or  wi th in  t e n  
miles t h e r e o f ;  t h e  a n n u a l  election of officers w:is t o  t a k e  place o n  t h e  Feas t  of 

St. J o h n  t h e  J'Ivanpelist,. o r  :is n e a r  thereto  a s  convenient. : ;iticl power was g r a n t e d  
t o  const4itutje subordinat,e Lodges. B u t  t h e r e  a r e  cer ta in  m a j o r  points of difference 
e s e V i g  of special notice.  

of terri iorii i l  l imitnation. 

Agai n, an!uribiig t o  t h e  proposed Roya l  Glinrt cr ( 1  76!l), the Corporat ion 
WiiS t o  consist of 



That  is to say-Grand Lodge. and not the whole Society, was to be incorporated: 
the rtink and file, accordingly, would not have been members of the Corporation 
although furnishing the source from which, by e le~t~ion and appointment, the 
Corporate l3ody miglit be maintained. 

I n  tlie corresponding passage in  the Parliamentary Bill ( l ' i i2 ) ,  the clause 
declar;itjcry of whom the intended tJorpornt-i'o-n should consist coutiiiiied a space ten 
lines in depth, left no doubt for the insertion of detail not then settled, and 
presumably intended tto include a number of specified Officers. followed by 

otlii'r Members or Urethrrn, regular Free ;ind Accepted ltzisons imder the  
Constitution of England, tvlio shall desire to  be Partakers of the benefits of 

this Act. 

The framers of this Bill would therefore appeiir to hiive contemplated ii 

wider scope for the intended Corporation by embracing :IS members thereof any 
reguliir brethren who miglil " desire 1 0  be Partakers of the Benefits of this Actl." 

This issue, however, is somewhat confused by the next clause in the Bill, 
margiuully stated to  be declarat<ory of whom the (^/'(irtd I .udl /c  shall consist, 
but which, in effect, first of all sets out the<omposit,ion of tlie Gruiid Lodge, and 
thou goes on to provide that  these " last enumerated Officers and Brethren, so 
composing the Grand Lodge . . . shall for ever hereafter be a. Body Politic 
and Corporate in Deed and ill L:iw." 

It will be observed t11;it in this hist;ince the space left for the insertion of 
details not then settled amounts to fourteen lines, instead of the sp:ice ten lines 111 

depth to be found in the e;irlicr passage of the Bill If this difference was 
intentional, it is a little cliflicult to appreciate the reason ; but  careful considera- 
tion of the measure as a whole leads to  tilie inference that  the Corporate Body 
conte~i~pLitod by tl10 framers of the Parliamentary Bill was intended to comprise 
the Society ;it large, provision being made for the government of the Corporation 
by a select body to he called " Tlie Grand Lodge." 

The proposed repeal of the Statute ."? Hen. 6 cap. 1 will be noted. This 
emictinent, winch prohibited tlie holding of Chapiters and Congregations of Masons, 
r e m a i ~ ~ e d  011 t,he Statute Book until 1825. 

The intended grant of arms. mentioned in 1769, finds no place in the 
Ptirlia~~ieiittiry Bill, the right to p~ii i i t  arms being a prerogative of the Crown, 
exercisable only by the King and those persons to  whom the right to grant arms 
has been delegated by the Crown by Letters Patent8, ? . . C . ,  the Kings of Arms. 
Enquiry a t  the  College of Arms h:is elicited the reply that  no iracc can be found 
of any formal application 011 behalf of t h ~  Sociely for ; I  grnnt of arms i\k the 
period 111 question. 

While t h e  Bill was under cons~dertition in  the Lower HOIIPC e:icli party 
convened a meeting by public announcement in the Press, the Opposers a t  the 
Devil Tavern, Temple Bar,  on March 9th, ;ind t8he Promoters a t  the ^litre Tii~er11, 
Fleet Street, 011 March 25t11, 1772.  

Three d i~ys  before tin! Opposition l~leot,ing wits held there appeared in Pip 
I'ubhc Adv( rtlner this anonymous lct.ter pouring contempt and ridicule upon the 
proposed Tncorporat ion : - 

The Public Ailvertisc'r. 
Frid;iy, M;in-li 6, 1772. 

I ' D  the Priiiter of 1 I I P  Public Advertiser. 
Sir, 

I have been ever tout1 nt innocc'nt I'iist-t.nnc' mid harmles-; .l olqrs, i1s 

they serve to reins the 'Mind from severer Applic'ztions. and let  i ts Vigour 
rise :xg:~ni from depose w i t h  a(lditiotla1 Strength ; lint a s  Study wlien too 
intense causes t h e  Scholar to degenerate i n t o  t he  Pedant, suid Serc111t.v of 
Temper i n t o  :L morose l l ; i l i i t ,  so does a n  uncurbed Dissipation make the Wit  



a Libertine, a n d  his Joke licentious. There is hardly in  this Country a 
Character of any distinguished Poner  or Fame t h a t  has not been the  Butt  of 
Satire or the  Object of Ridicule a t  one Time or other ;  for i t  is not t h e  
Brilliancy of a Diadem, or  the  Reverence due t o  a legislative Authority, 
t h a t  can guarantee them froni those Attacks; Bu t  of all t he  ridiculous 
Whims ever offered t o  Parliament,  none has ever yet  appeared to  me t o  be 
so fully f raught  with l~idiculc- as  the Petit ion which has been offered to  them 
t o  incorporate the  Society of Free and  Accepted Masons: a Society which 
has no commercial Ar t  to  plead in i ts Behalf, nor any national Advantage 
t o  recommend itself t o  th is  solicited A I  a rk  of Parliamentary Favour ; besides. 
Sir,  a Society of which every Member is bound, nay sworn, most soleinnly 
sworn, t o  keep profoundly secret every Transaction of their Ar t  and Mystery. 
a s  they call i t ,  can never with Piopriety urge the  Parliament t o  incorporate 
them, unless they unfold their mighty Secrets t o  all i t s  Members. which they 
cannot do without p e i p r i n g  themselves. unless they can persun.de the  \\hole 
Legislature t o  be made JVlasons, 1) hich uould be a n  Acquisition to  tlie Society 
of much greater Value than  a n  Incorporation. I have great Hopes t h a t  t h e  
House of Commons will so immediately perceive the  Absurdity of this Srlieine 
as  t o  reject tlie Bill. otherwise tliey will entail upon themselves a vast Increase 
of -Business, a s  I a m  told the  All~ions, Bucks, and Antigallicans only wait the  
fssue of this Affair to  petition for separate Charters for themselves, and t h a t  
these will speedily be followed by the Lumber Troop, and a M ~ l t ~ i t i i d e  of 
Box-clubs, and other Alehouse Societies, who have already, upon the  Strength 
of this Petit ion being favourably received. begun t o  toss up  their Caps against 
the Cielitig. huzza, i i  iul cry out ,  " God bless the  P a r l i i ~ l i e ~ l t  and l nrorponition 
for ever ! " 

HIRAA1. 

The place of mee t ing  first :ippointed f o r  t h e  ga the r ing  of t4hose who 
suppor ted  the Bill  was  t h e  Crown a n d  Anchor  Tavern  i n  t h e  S t r a n d ;  but  o n  
t h e  very d a t e  of t h e  mee t ing  a f u r t h e r  :iiiiiounceinent appea red  111 t h e  P r e s s  
subs t i tu t ing  tl ie M i t r e  T a v e r n  a s  t h e  appointed place. T h e  two announcements ,  
a s  they  appeared i n  T h e  Daily Advcrfiser, read a s  follows :- 

Monday, %l arch 23rd 1772. 

Society of 1;ree :I lid Accepted Masons. 
The Present and such Past Grand Officers and Masters ot Lodges. a s  

have signified their Approbation of a n  Appli~itt~ion to  P ~ r l i i ~ ~ ~ l c - t i t  for lucor- 
porating tlie Society, a r e  desired to meet a t  the  Crown and Anchor Tavern, 
in the  Strand,  011 Weilnesday tlits 25th Ins tant ,  fit Seven in the- Eveniiig, on 
Speciiil Affairs. 

13y t he  Grand Master's Coinniiiud. 
JA.  H ESELT1Nl3, G . S .  

Wednesday, 3rarcIi 25tli 1772. 

Society of Kree and Accepted ^Masons. 
The Present a n d  such Past Grand Officers and Masters o f  Lodges, as 

have approred of a n  Application to Parliament for Incorporating the  Society, 
are desired to  take Notice, tliat t he  Meeting advertised tau be held th is  
Eveiiing, a t  t he  Crown and An(-lior Tiirerii, in tlie Striincl, a t  Seven o'Clock. 
will be 11elrl nt  t.he A1 i tre Tnverti. in Fleet -Street  a t  the same Hour : where 
they are  desired t o  sittencl. on Special Affairs. 

By the  Grand M aster 's  C'ornmancl. 
J A .  HESELTINE. G.S.  

No record of t l ie business transacted a t  this meeting h a s  been t r aced .  
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T h e  Opposition Mee t ing ,  it. will be  observed, wils held  wi thin  two d a y s  
of t h e  Bill being accorded a second reading.  Not ice  convening t h i s  meeting 
appeared likewise i n  T h e  Daily Advertiser, while  a brief reference to t h e  business 
t ransacted was publ ished shor t ly  a f t e rwards  i n  T?ic York Courant. 

The Pu.blic Advertiser. 
Monday, March 9th 1772. 

Free  a n d  Accepted MASONS. 
Such Members oi  the antient aucl honourable Society of Free  and 

Accepted 3lasons, as tire dosirous of opposing the  Hill now depending in  
Parliament tor thei r  Incorporation, and wish t o  support the  Interest  of the  
Fraterni ty  o n  i t s  original and excellent Principles, a rc  earnestly requested 
t o  meet a t  t he  Devil Tavern, Temple Bar ,  This Day. a t  six o'Clock i n  the  
Evening, on Special Affairs. 

T h e  York Cou'nini .  
Tuesday. March 17th 1772. 

London, March 10. 
Last  Night was held a t  the  Devil Tavern, Temple-Har, a numerous and 

respectable f leet ing of Free  and Accepted Masons (Major-General Salter in 
the Chair) who unsini~nously resolved, That  the  present Application t o  
Parliament,  for a n  Ii~corporation is absurd, i~i id  has  i i  direct Tenclency t u  

t h e  total  Ruin of t h a t  ancient and honourable F ra te rn i ty ;  in  Consequence 
whereof a Pet i t ion is prepared, and ready t o  be presented t o  the  House 
of Commons, to  pray their l{e,ioction of the  Bill now depencling. 

G.L. 

Before  tnhe text. of t,he Pe t i t ion  against  Incorpora t ion  i s  g iven,  men t ion  
m u s t  be m a d e  of two Press  r epor t s  of the final debake. 

V i e  Wesf?nit/ .ster J ~ I / / - I I ~ /  d" LoWott  Po/itical. ~ I f z s c c / / a ~ ; y  on Apr i l  4tlh, 
1772, informed i t s  r eade r s  t h a t  Mr. Onslow, Member  f o r  Gui ld fo rd ,  i n  bringing 
in the Pe t i t ion  aga ins t  Incorporat io i i ,  

. . . urged many pleasant aud many solid arguments in favour of the  
opposers. Among the  first he observed, t h a t  if t he  Incorporation was allowed, 
there was no Ii110~i1ig where applicants would stop for siinilur distinction ; 
the  Kill of l t ights Club, which deserved so pcciilarly well of Government, 
might apply for a Charter to  sow sedition ; t he  Greasy Clubs of every tsivern 
through the  Kingdom might apply for a Charter t o  neglect their business; 
and even the  Macc:u-i)nians a t  the worst end of the  town upply for :L legal 
r ight  t o  degrade the  dignity of manhood. Among the  solid reasons against 
the  incorporation, ho observed, t h a t  grant ing the  Free  Masons a Charter 
was in fact to  pass a general bill of naturalization for foreign Papists. and; 
in all probability: giving t h e  Pretender himself the  citizenship of a Country 
whero he was prosecuted under the penalties of high treason. Mr .  Dillon, 
on tins.  moved for postponing the consideration of tlie Charter for three 
months, and his motion being carried, the  measure may be deemed virtually 
rejected, a s  i n  three  months tlio Parliament will be under p ro roga t io~~ .  

TJi e Lo?~do?z E,veninq Post o n  Tli~irsclay, A p r i l  2nd ,  1772, published t h i s  
pa ragraph  : - 

Ni~iii te-i  of t he  Two Houses 
April 1. 

This day his AI:i,icsty went  to the  Rouse of Peers, and gave the  royal 
assent to t.lie bills t hu t  laid reac1y.-Ac1,ioiimed to  Friclsiy. 



The COMMONS. 

Deferred tlie Committee of the whole House on the  bill for incorporating 
the  socirty of Free ^Masons.-Passed the  bill for ~ g ~ l i i t i l l g  the  admission of 
freeiiii*n in to corporations. 

The Free  and Accepted Masons w h o  h:id petitioned the  House of 
('ominous t o  incorporate them (finding the opposition to  tlie bill which was 
n o u g h t  1 1 1  for t l iat  purpose to  be too great  tor thcm to  overcome) sheltered 
tlio~ii.~elvos yostercliiy (liciiio; p)Â¥; D a i ~ )  from the ricliciile wliirli they most 
i~atiir;illy endured from ;I debate un the  suliject, liy deferring (lie said bill for 
t h r ~  won t h s  ; their Deputy Grand blaster,  (7.1). Ksq ; :it whose ptirticular 
recliiost i t  was so defeired. declaring it was his in tent ,  l ~ v  t h u s  deferring 
i i  t o  piii it off for  cvpr. 

l a v i n g  regard t,o t h e  length of some of tlie ear l ier  l i t r r a r y  efforts o n  t h e  
p a r t  of t h e  Opposition, t h e  t e x t  of t h e  Pe t i t ion  present-ed t o  P a r l i a m e n t  by t h e  

numerous  a n d  respectable brehhren ' who disapproved of t h e  proposed C h a r t e r  
i s  commenda t~ ly  br ief .  A contemporary copy of th i s  Petsit ion m a y  be seen i n  t h e  
G r a n d  Lodge Library-Fortfolw of .Miscellaneotls Manuscripts,  Volume 8.  I11 

t h i s  copy the names  of t h e  signatories have been re-arranged i n  more  o r  less 
a lphabet ical  o rde r .  Tn t h e  list p r in ted  below t h i s  a r r a n g e m e n t  of names  h a s  been  
preserved, t h e  use of brackets  indiciites words inser ted in pencil in e igh teen th  
c e n t u r y  scr ipt  in  t h e  G r a n d  Lodge copy, while t h e  use of italics indiciltes m a t t e r  
not  t o  be found  in t h i s  copy. but added here  fo r  t h e  purpose of th i s  P a p e r  i n  
those  cases in  which tl ie Pe t i t ione r  is sti l l  capable  of being identified. 

To 
The 1 1  n~ioi~r:ilile the  C'ominous oi Great Kritiiiii 

i 11 Pi1 1.1 iame111 Assembled 

The Li~inil~lo Petition of 3lalor General J o h n  Salter Pas t  Ilepnt-v 
Grand klnster of tlic Society of Free and Acceptc'cl J\'.I;ISOIIS Ricliard Ripley 
E ~ ( ~ i i  i ro :ind Klemiiig P r in l~s tan  I<sq~iii~e T'nst Grand Wardens and  other 
1el'~OIlS -M^~inl~ers of the said Society whose Names a re lierrunto Sul~scribed 
on belliilf of themselves nnd ninny otliers being bremlx-rs of the  said Society 

Sheweth 

Tha t  Your Petitioners obserie hy the  Votes of this Honourable 
l l o i i ~ e  Tha t  a Bill has been presented for iiicorporating and  \\ell 
governing the  Society ot Free  and Accepted 3Iasons and for other 
purposes 

T h a t  in  the  Opinion of Your Petit ioners the said Bill if it. 
Â¥il~nulc pnss into a Law nil1 not in any respect contribute t o  the  well 
govoriiiiigof the Society t o  which Your L'etitioiikrs belong b u t  on the  
contr;~i-y will be very cletnmentul uncl oppressive t o  them and many 
others uf the  t-locicty and c'aimot possibly lie aLiondec1 w i t h  anv good 
(Â¥(inserlnence t o  Llie Public 

Your Petitioners therefore l l innbly  Pray t h i s  TIonoui able 
H on5c Tha t  they niiiv be a t  Lilierty to  be lieard 11y themseh 
or Counsel against the saiil 13111 and that  ilie same illay not  pass 
or t h a t  t he  1lui1,e will graiit siicli oilier Helicf :is t o  them shnll 
serin meet 

And Your Petitioners sliull priiy 



D m  if>t ion Lodge 

Abington. Robert 
Adams, It . 
Albwin. J to lwr  
Alsager. Richard 
Ancell, John  
A nderson, Jolm 
Aslic-r, J o h n  
Aust in,  William 

Stew11 rds 

Caledonian 

L. o l  Peace 

Tlirro Tons  S p i l  

s / c ? ~ t l  ;-l/ 1771 

Identification doubtful' 

Mourning h i - 1 1  

Do. 

Do. Cliapinun, Thomas 
C'tieethain. Aliram. 
Clarlie, ( h o r g e  
C'larke, William 
d o u g h .  J o h n  
Cock J aim's 
Colombo, Nichs. 
Coast. Friincis 
C'iiok, John 
C'~irdell, .Taints 
Corner. 1Tenry 
C'oriii.'-h. .Tames 
Costa. Igiiierba 
V ~ m v o l l .  Edward 
C'I ~ igh ton ,  .Tames 
Crespel. J ~ W P S  
Critchley. John 
Crozier. Wil liam 
Crniksliank, Kobert 

M o u r n i n g  Bush 
Old C'nleduiiLin L .  



Nanic 
Davis, Peter 
Davis, Charles 
Uavis, Richard 
Davis Jaines 
Dean, Humy 
Delaporte, Peter 
IJesortembe@, Paul  
Desious. Jolin Bernard 
De-ormwux, Jaiiics 

Lewis 
Devese, Fe1 is 
Dickey, W111 Jiinr. 
Dickson, Robert 
Domildson, William 
Donn~lcl ,  
l l o v ~ ,  Alexr. 
Driver, I. 
Uuclcett, Joli 11 
D ~ ~ i l ~ u a r ,  Thomas 
Duploin, Frail? 
D11 pree, James 

Dun roe. Isaac 
D'Vulengcn, l-'ra8. 
Duttoii, Ben 

Edgar, Francis 
Edwards. Richard 
Elliott, George 
Entwistle, Thomas 

1-rtrrer. James 
Footman, John 
Forcast, Jolin 
Freniunt, John 
Frenaus,  Stepu. 
French, Hugh 

Gaily, George 
damage, Abraham 
Ganclol. I. 
Gap per, W i lliam 
Gardiner,  Kobert 
Garret  t. l<ichard 
G los t~ r .  William 
Good. Thomas 
Cooclall, William 
Golden, Robert Jutir. 
Grant .  James 
Gray, George 
"Green, James 
Grown, T. 
Gwynn. John 

IIadtlan. William 
Ha~nmond ,  John 
Hance, John 
Hardy,  J ost*ph 
ITarrii-on. 1Cdwan1 
Harrison, Jil'. 

Har t ,  AI)"'. 
Harwoocl. William 
Haslam, John 
Haw kins, William 
Hawkins. John 
Heinekeu. 
Henderson, Robert 
Hetzer, Sam 
ITewitt, Alexr. 
Itoffman, h l e r  
t o p k i n s ,  Joshua 
IIorkius. John 
Horp, Matthew 
IIowoll, f l iarles 
Iluglies. John 

Description Lodge 

Sea. Ca1it;iins L. 
swm L. 
Sha kespcare 
L. of Sincerity 

Three Tons Spit tlefields 
Crown A- Magpye 

Aklgate 

M.D. Half Moon Cheapside 

Rninncls Head L. 
Alarriiiers Lodge 

(Relieved a t  Corn. 
of Ch.) 

.if dditional 
particulars 

St. A l l ~ u s  L. 
N wurning Bush 

Tli roe Tons Spittlefields 
no. .̂ i ~il!ard 1770 

St. Albaus 

L ,  of Peace 
l3nuinds Head L. 
St. Alhans L. 

Ciiledot~inn L. 
Tln'cc  ' I n n s  
Kings Anns 

Mourning Bush 

Kings A n n s  
Crown ;incl Am'lior 
Swan L. 
Stewards L. Steward ~ 7 7 1  

Uo, St C itla rd 1 75!-9 
7 lircc '1'u u s  
Mourning Bus11 

Dn. 

L. of Sincerity 
c-tt1cd01lUJ1: 
I hindep A n n s  
Caledonian L. 

l< ings Anns  
Nary  Bone St. 



Jeyes, Thomas 
Johnston, 1~'ranc-is 
Jones, John 
Jones, Tin1 
Jones, Robert 
Jones, Sam1. 
Â¥Tones David 

Ireland, Sam 

Kanffehii. 1. 'l'. 
l<ennedy, William 
Keigli t l~y,  Edward 
King. Joseph 
King, William 

Kirlibv, William 
Kitton, Richard 

Lacon, Thomas 
Lit111li. Aaron 
Lane. John 
Lang, Tuder 
Lane, John 
JJangst:ift'e. Francis 
Tie Sucnr. Daniel 
Levescpie, Jnnles 
Levesclue, Abraham 

Levesqua, John 
Lighifoot, Willianl 
Linstrom, Nidia8. 
Littleton, Â£dul*i 
Lloycl, Thomas 
Lloyd. John 
Loud. Emanl. 
Ludby, Thomas  
Lusancey, Henry 

Mackenzie, John 
Mach furd. l )a111. 
Marriott, Samuel 

Mwti  n. Thoni:is 
Mason, J osepli 
Mason, D. 
Matigucr, Williiim 
Menclie. Jolin W m .  
Meryotte, Nicho~.  ' 

Me01 lctt, Amos 
^ferryman, l larman 
Midgwtiy, 
.Milh:im. Francis 
Mil n. James 
Middleton, .l01111 
Moon, Philp. 
Moi*gian, K .  'F. 
Mulliausen, Englebert 

Nabby, J. 
Nix. .lohn 
Norton, Tliomas 

Parry,  Josepli 
Paterinn. W illiam 
Paul.  Job W". 
Peachy. Job  
Peacnnie, Joa. 
Pearre. Antliy. 
Pem1)rrton. W1n. 
Pein licrton. ( ieorgo 
Penkstan, Blackwood 
Parrot t, J. 
Percival. James 
Perry, Jos. 
Pesor, Pier 

7 lirce 'Inns 

St. Alhaiis L. 

I ,. of Petice 
Old Cile(lolli.-ni 

(No Mem. Do. 
Masr. of the 110.) 

Do. 
.Do. 

Kings Anus 

Mourning Bush 

Swan L. 
Cnledoniiin L. 

St. Alb;ui-s & Stewards 
St. Albans L. 
-Miiurnirig Bush 

Ancient li'rench I.. 



Pickersgill. Thornas 
Pi nkstan, Fleming 
I'olil, Saml. 
Poolc, Rol~er t  
Poynler, J anies 
Pricliiirtl. Thomas 
1'ricli;ird. A\ illiam 
Piulncy, .l ofin .I nines 

sllllicrc. .lo*. 
Schoinbcrt, John 
Scliiie, William 
Scoti., ;l 0 1 1  11 1-1 eiiry 
Scott, Robert 

Stbfton, Robert 
Seltoii, Henry Era". 
S e t t n ~ .  Thornas 

Sharp, William 
Sliirlcy. T h o i ~ ~ a a  
Short. Rohri-l. 

S i l v i ~ ,  J ames .Funr 
Smith, Richard 
Smith. Ales". 
Smith. Saml. 
PiniLli, Tliuimis 
Spencer. Christopher 
Spicer, llicharcl 
St aiiieb, J aincs 
St nuton. .l oriull 
St ex enc. John 
St even~on.  J a m e s  
Slewax t, Daniel 
S tewa rt. Schumiiker 

Philp. 
Stocliford, James 
Stonc. William 
Stone. l'ninci;' 
Styles, J o h n  
Suinmerfiekl, Riclianl 

Thonl pson. David 
J'inn, William 
'J'orbtin. .Jab. 
'I'rueinaii. Rolxrt 
Tucle, Geo. 

Major General 
P.D.G.M. 

St. Alliaus L. 
St. All~aus L. 

No.  2 7 ~  (Antic11f.s) 
Do. 

Castle 
7 ' 1 ~ 1 . c ~  Tuns  

.St. Albaus 
Half Noon.  lie;^ iisi(le 
C 111c1~onuin 

Sl .  Gco. 1 , .  Exeter 
Stewards L. ami Steward 1761) 
Old Kings , . I  riiis 
C'itstle 'l'a vern 
l .  ot Truth  
KO. 102 ( h t i c n t s j ,  Identification doubtful 

.A til,st C 1.1111 1 1 1  
Esperaiico 
l .  of Freedom 
L. of Sincerity 
L. of Peace 

.Icing5 Arms  
S1. A l b i t l ~ ~  1,. 
-Mourning Busli 
L. of Truth 

Three T o n s  Spittleficlds 
Sea Captains L. 
Brtm~~clslicad 



Valeuzin, Fraq, 
Van Mcuzin, IIcury 
Vancler Lmien, I. S. 
Vsmghan, IIenry 
Vaughan, William 
Vidal. Emericie. Junl' 

Walker. Jnlin 
Watliall, 'l'. 
Ward, William 
Ward. Henry  
Warner ,  D. 
Waylett. James 
Webb. James 
Wehster. J. 
W heeler, Joliii 
Whishaw, 1-1 ugh 
Wliiteheacl. .J:ime~ 
Wilhrahan~. William 
\VilcIsmith, John 

WilinoU, William 
Williiims. .Jolin 
Williarns. .l iirlies 
Williams, Thomas 
Williamson, Wi l liam 
Wilson, Tlionias 
Wilson. James 
Winder. J .  
Wintle. J sine-; 

Wool-ey. James 
Worliman, Slopn. 
Wriyllt, .J. 
Wright, Richarc1 
Wriglit. David 

Description 1.0dg.e 

M.D. 

M.D. 

Stews rds I.. 

Swan 1;. 

The original number of Petitioners, whose names are given above, was 305 ; 
but ,  according to the Solicitors' bill of costs, by the  time the  Petition was formally 
presented to the House of Commons this nnmber liad increased to  314. The large 
proportion of foreign names will bo noticed. 

The inclusion of representatives of the " Caledonian Lodge ' and of t h e  
' Old Caledonian Lodge " alTords a reminder th; i t  a t  the period in question there 
wore two London Lodges bearing the  same name. The older of the two Caledonian 
Lodges, constituted in 1761, wils removed from the  Roll in 1785 ; the  younger, 
constituted in 1764, is still i n  existence sznd is now numbered 314. The loyalty 
of the Litter Lodge is clearly dem~nst ra t~ed by the fact tha t  i t  awarded the 
Freemasons' Hall  Medal in 1781 in  spite of i ts  stout opposition ton years earlier 
to the proposed Incorporation. 

That  tills Petition mily have been signt~d by persons who were A/if-i.e/if 

Masons, a n d  even in some cases by individuals who were not Freemasons a t  all,  is 
snggested in  a note (quoted below) addressed to the Grand Secretary by Brother 
Preston on March l l t h ,  1772. I n  this conn~ction the words inserted in  pencil 
against the  names of Thomas Carter, Sanniel Chapman, Samuel Marriot,t2 and 
William Williamson should be carefully noted.  

Prestjon3s note reads as  follows : - 
Wed nesday morn I n g  

llth 11 iil'ch 

Mr. Preston presents his best wishes t o  Mr.  Heseltine-Informs him 
tha t  several persons signed t h e  Petition against the  Incorporation who were 
nntient miisons, ancl m a n y  wit~lioiit b e i n g  oxamimd o r  known t o  bo llii>sorls- 
Some Brethren who attended the meeting on l\londay will attest  this t o  



be the  truth-It may not be now necessary t o  coinmuniciite this t o  3lr.  
Dillon The Bearer has been sent to Mr. P. with the above information. 

Tlie meaning t o  be attached to the  series of twenty ticks following the  
word " Aniericsi," and the  two sets of four ticks assigned to Barbados a n d  Bengal, 
is  not  apparent. 

I n  
later the 

a letter addressed to  the Provincial Grand Master of Bengal a few days 
Grand Secretary wrote : - 

To the l ' .G .AI1 .  A- other P.G. Officers a t  Bengal. 
111 my hist Let ter  of the  7th Febry. ITltO. I promised to  write you again 

shortly and  very fully a s  t o  the event of the  Incorporiition. The ma t t e r  is 
now depending before the  House of Cofioiis, and  tlio' undeterminecl yet I 
much fear i t  will not succeed. for the  House seem to  take it up on th is  
ground. That  t o  comply with our request would be giving encouragement 
to  itiiinv other Sorietys t o  make similar applications, a n d  t h a t  the  event 
might instead of a benefit become the  foundation of dissentiontions and suits 
at. Law between the  Body and its Members, ~ a r t i c u l a r l y  among those who 

a r c  not governed upon principles so charitable & praiseworthy as  ours and  
thilt though it wd. always be a t  the  option of tlie Legislature t o  g ran t  or 
reject tlie requests of the  persons making application-yet this instance, as to  
t l n . 4 ~ 1 ~ ~  Masons wll. be pleaded :is :I precedent, & might in sonic cases hecome 
a  pin-ty affair 111 t he  House of Co~iions. 

1V. who will deliver this 111 pcrsoii will be able t o  give 

you i tiforirtiition upon every other masonic Bi is i~~c~ss ,  ils he hik~ been pi eqt a t  

most of our Grd. Lodges for sometime past. 
&C'. 

I)Iu. Coinons 21 March 1772. 

Towards the end of the year t8he Grand Secretary agiiiu wrote to the 
Provincial Griilld Master of Bengal : - 

To Siinii. Micldleton Esqr. P.G.31. of Bengal, &C. 

. . . The affair of Inc-orporation was  in t31io lust Session of Parlia- 
incut h r d .  into the  House of Cofions but  rejected. The Scheme is therefore 
dropped as we cd not witaht. au Act of Parlb. accomplish our wishes. The 
alfiiir of building a Hall &c. is notwithstanding t o  lie prosecuted with 
vigour-:incl I flatter myself t.h:it liy tlie c o n t r i l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .  to t l i i ~ t  Fii11c1 a t  011r next 
C .  L. the  Society m geenl. I\ ill lie convinced o f  the possiliiltv of ;~cconiplishing 
it. At last  Aiinivei~sary on St. Johns Day 1 1  is CJii*sice tlip Duke of I3eaufort 
s i te  G . M .  resigned the  Chair & proposed ils His  successor in  tlie Office of 
Ci M .  The l?,t. IIon'~1~ I,ord Petre 1\1io was approv~cl  of niul installed in ainple 
form ;incl he appd. The Hon'JIe. Cha: Dillon his l ) . ( :  31. Sir  Peter  Pa rke r  
S (;.W. and A V " .  Atkinson Esqr. ,Jiin[. G.W. Rowld. Itorkclcy Esqr. was again 
c l re t (~1 G.T. and T had the  honour of being i i~poni iod G . S .  for the  e n s ~ ~ i n g  
ye;i r. J . H .  

1)': CoEons W1 Decr. 1772. 

Having regard t,o the  suggestion t4hat other Societies of  a secret or  convivial 
character might make similar application to Parliament, for incorpor:itioii, i t  is 
interesting too observe in the  notes left by Brother Makins distinct evidence of 
activity amongst these other Societies in  the  monhhs of March and April.  1772, 



Â¥a a time when the proposed Charter of Incorporation for the Moderns  was under 
consideration in  the House of Commons. Brother Makins has left on record 
brief references to the public aiiiiouucenients of meetings held by the Libcrtonians, 
t h e  Sols, a n d  the Bucks. 

Hitherto the records -quoted have related solely to the N o d e m .  Without 
a doubt, the Ant ten t s  must have watched with considerable anxiety the persistent 
.efforts of their rivals to obtain official recognition. Tn the Ximites of the Anttent 
Grand Lodge no mention is  made of the proposed Incorporation of the Moderns. 
Accordingly, the following two contemporary references to the -4 tztients, published 
in T h e  f̂idtHesr.r J o z ~ r ~ ~ ( t / ,  or C lu~~ t t t . rk  of A/f lcr f i / ,  ;it the beginning of April, 
1772. are deserving of special noi.e. 

Tin' J I i d ~ / l ( ~ s p x  J m ~ ~ n i t l  : W ,  Clirumrle  of T.ibert! / .  
Thurscliiy, April 9 to  Saturday,  April 11 1772. 

At  :i ineeiiiiy of tin' ant ient  :in4 lic)no~ir:~ble Society 01 Free and 
Accepted ^Masons. under the  York const-itution, hdd a t  the  Half Moon, Cheap- 
side. on Wednesday evening last: 1,awrence Derniott. Ksci. in the  chair. a 
letter w a s  read lrom Ins Ortic-e tlie 1)uke o f  Atliol, wherein he thanked them 
for the great  honour they liiid conferred upon him, by continuing him Grand 
Master for the  year ensniiig; and ho likewise a c ~ ~ u a i n t e d  them. t h a t  lie was 
of ol~inion (and i t  is the  opinion of the Society in general) t h a t  the  MODERN 
MASONS a re  acting entirely inconsistent with the  ant lent  custom ancl 
principle of the  (;raft. 

A motion was likewise made; t h a t  n, Chaplain be appointed t o  t h a t  
Society. sind wils carried 111 the affirmative; when the  R,ev. Dr. Grant ,  
Lecturer of S t .  Leonard. Shoreditch, and Curate  of Whiteclii~pel. was 
unanimously chosen. 
Saturthiy April 11-Tuesday April 14 1772. 

To the Ant4ient Frniernity of Free  and  Accepted 
Masons, necord I rig t o  the  old Comt itiitions. 

Whereas a. l'anigrapli appeared in the  M iddlesex .loiii nal of Saturday 
last, se t t ing forth,  " Tha t  the  Duke of At1101 in his Letter t o  the Grand 
Lodge, declared. t h a t  in his Opinion the  3rotlerii Masons \ \ere  acting ent.irely 
inconsistent with the  ancient Custom, &c. of the  ('raft. 'Ilie said P ; i r i~gap l i  
must hiive been inserted by some malicious Person nho  could have no other 
^Motive t h a n  t o  muse a Disturbance iiniong the  People. 

l tlo t4herefore clec1:irc Llie s;iiiie t o  be false, for thi oi ighout 11 is G r r t ~ t * ' ~  
Letter,  there is not the  least Hint  concerning the Gentlemen under the  
Modern Ciriind Miister. 

April l;?. 1772. W. DICKEY. C,. Sec. 

While referring to the A ~ ~ t i c n f s ,  mention m u s t  he i~mde  of a reference to 
t h e  proposed Incorporation of t4he N o d m  which appeared in  the Introduction 
t o  the 3rd Edition of AJ~Â¥I I I / ( /J  Zi ' cso t~ ,  pnblirhed in 1778. The relevant passage 
reads : -- 

Although f:~lseIiood found ac1initt.inc'e into the  caloncl/ir. yet  ;I t r ue  and . 
memorable trans:irtion is omitted, v iz .  Tha t  tlio Modern Masons petitioned 
prtrliainent t o  g r a n t  them ii charter of il~corporiition, i n  order t o  give them 
t h e  power a n d  pleasure of pui~isliing every Fnx*inason in England t h a t  did 
not pay qiin i+x:ig~ t o  tlioni. Tract they obtained the  cIi:ii'ter, i t  woulcl have 
shiit out  all 1l;isons of t h e  neighbouring kingdom'. as tliey could receive no 

inaiiner of benefit thorefioni. 
The wisdom of parli:iii~cnt treated the  petflit ion wi th  inst contempt, : And 

i t  t\ as I-vliortecl i n  t he  public papers, t h a t  the  11onoin';il~le Speaker of the  
Hnu:-e of C'oiiirnoii's said : " Thilt if t h e  petition was granted. lip inade no 
doubt t h e  chimney sweepers would soon apply for a charter." 

It,  is rein:irli:ible, t,lnii I he said petition wils presented on (fool's day) 
-the first of April, 1770. 



It will be noted that ,  t h e  wri ter  of t h i s  I ~ i t r o d u c t ~ i o ~ :  fell i n to  e r r o r  in 
giving t h e  d:ite of t h e  final rejection a s  Apr i l  l s t ,  1770. The 1788 Ed i t ion  of 
Pres t ton 's  Ill-usfrafivtts gives 1771 a s  t$he year  i n  which t h e  P a r l i a m e n t a r y  Bill was. 
presentred and rejected, while by a cur ious  coincidence Goulcl fa l ls  i n t o  a l ike  e r ro r  
1 cen tu ry  l a t e r .  

T h e  year  1771 i s  also ment ioned in t h e  course of a reference t o  t h e  proposed 
Incorporat ion on psige 158 of Pictures  of Enyland und M!//, by h'l. D'Arche1iho1t.z. 
published i n  Dublin in  1790, and refe i red t o  by b r o t h e r  C%etwode Crawley in 
his  Cot~tenij>orat'~/ (;oiii'iiients on  the  F r e e m a ~ u n ~ ~ y  of the  f < ] / ~ / / t ' t e c t t t ~ ~  Centura 
( A  .Q.C'. xv in . ,  page 21 1).  

Tn justice t o  t h r e e  members  of th is  Lodge i t  nnist he re  be recorded t h a t  
t h e  correct datr is g iven b y  t h e  l a t e  S i r  Al f red  Robbins  in liis article publ ished 
i n  T h e  Frcetttason on  A u g u s t  l l th,  1906 ; b y  Tjughan in 7 ' 1 1 ~  Freemason- o n  
October 6 t h ,  1906, mid by b r o t h e r  Songh~u's t  i n  his notes  in A .Q.^,. xxx. ,  atl  
page  241. 

111 t h e  l a t t e r  half of A p r i l ,  1772, a d isappointed ~ u p p o r t ~ e r  of t h e  in tended  
Incorponi t ion freely c i rcula ted amongst  Lodges th i s  anonymous  p r in ted  l e t t e r  :- 

l; ight Worshipful 3Fuster and brethren. 

' l i e  lone; projected Scheme for incorpoiating our l<'riit~-niity being now 
defea ted, must occasion disagreeable Reflections t o  all who consider how \I eal; 
the motives lii1\ e beeii for the  Dissentions v hicli have for soiiic Ye.ii.1- s~~ l ) s i s t ed  
111 t he  o! rand Lodge : -and I have the  greatest Hopes t h a t  every good Mason 
will ex r r t  himself in endeavouring t o  heal tlie AYonncls wlnrli t he  Craf t  has 
iii tliilt' 'I'iinr received, but ,  a -  it can liarcllv be exln-ctod t h a t  those who 
lla\rn been the  Opposers of tlie Ttlcorporation through nil its Stages, should 
no\v r i~l i~iquish thei r  former Conduct: 1 shall address tin1 Promoters of the  
K i l l  inure piirLicnlarly. 

I I those who signified their Approbation ul' this Application t o  P;irlin- 
nient, will but look IT ith a retroslwctivr Eyi' on Llie I'rot.i.*cdi iigs of the  Grancl 
Officers (and l t i u s t  they will do it imp:irti:illy, nin\ t l iat  the  Tinsel of a. 
C'harter n o  longei dazzles their Optics) the) will find tlicii~ic'lves t o  liave been 
p.!/rc,(iio\i~l\f duped. it appears in th is  Light to  me vho  1i;ive given i t  every 
Support i n  my Power : and I re~oice in being :it leiigili ;i1)le t o  d i s t i ~ ~ g u i s h  
tlie Truth .  

To enter  into a Detail of their Conduct, u o u l d  le:id me into a length 

of Epistle f a r  too great  for my present Purpose: and I s1i:ilI tlieteforc leave 
the  iiioro remote Pa r t s  of i t  t o  ' \our own cool l~ecollec'tioit. aiicl be a t  present 
contented with observing. t h a t  their causing the  Bill t o  be deferred for Three 
Months (which is the  same 111 Pinliii.iiiditury C u s t o m  . i s  deferring i t  finally) 
in direct Opposition t o  tlie Oppinion uf a I cspectable & I  eoting auinmonecl by 
tliein for the  Purpose of Consultation, v . 1 ~  t reat ing tlic Mcmbprs of 'it in a, 

mos~. u n w o r t h y  Miiiiner - Must i t  not fill even lionest tl(>i~i.L N i t 1 1  I tidignation 
t o  fniil tlieir Advice disregarded, without one- Attempt li:iviiig been exhibited 
t o  comply willi tlieir Desire- 2 I \\onlil not  th ink -.U i~iciiiily of l lasons as 

to s i i~ )~ ios r  tlie Contrary 
Aly HIT-ilireti. \ \e  1i;ijo been sh.ic~kl(-cl tuu Ionn: bu t  the  'l'ime is :it 

Hiiiid. i11;it will enable us. by ;I short Exei bion 0 1  Itcse~itinont. to free onr- 
sel\ us from those F i t t e r s  which have been forged tor I I ~ .  Kouse Yourselves, 
thcrel'ore, like &ttotis--and In doing Justice to  y u u l d ~ e s  fit the  ensmng 
Q\iwtar] \ /  Communication, on tlie "29th lnst . int .  111 t h e  1".!1:1f;oit of a ( A Y I T I ~  
Mar. (oiiviiicc your present Rulers, and 1e:~ve i t  upon Record, t h a t  yoif 
14:111, not let those who trifle u-it^ you escape with ln1p1 t~ t i t \ i  

A Petit ioner for Incorporation. 

April 14. 1772. 



T h e  M i n u t e s  of t h e  L o d g e  of F r i endsh ip  N o .  6 f o r  J u n e  l o t h ,  1772, reveal 
t h e  f ac t  t h a t  the same  fa t e  w:is accorded t h i s  anonymous  communicat ion as befell 
tche unsigned l e t t e r  received b y  tliis Lodge  in J a n u a r y , .  1770 :- 

Recd. a. Let ter  of 1 4  April List aigu'rl ; I  Peti t ioner for I ncorporation ; Tlio 
same wits Koail. and  ordered t o  be burnt  by the  ' r ~ l ~ r .  

At t h e  meet ing of t h e  Commit tee  of Charity held at tlie ITorn Tavern  
o n  Fr iday ,  A p r i l  22nd ,  1772, t h e  JTon: Char les  Dillon over t h e  
r e p r e ~ e n t a t ~ i v e s  of f i f ty- three  Lodges .  At t h i s  mee t ing  b ro t rhe r  .Tohu Johuson  of 
the Stewards  Lodge  m o v e d :  

That  the  hiiin1)le and aflcctionnte thanks  o f  tins ( ' o f i i t t e .~  lie g n e n  t o  Ins 
Gr:n-e tlie Duke of P r~ iu fo r t  our presoiit Gi.ind Master,  the  llonblr. C'liarles 
J31lloii D e l ~ u t . , ~  Grand -M aster, and  to l{owland M olt lCsql. late Senior GI ancl 
Warden, for thei r  great  :ittention :ind regard t o  t ins  Society in promoting 
to  tlie ntmost of i In-ir power an  l nc'orpor;itioii the1 eot, a measure naplete 
with the  utmost good coiiwqiieiiccs t o  masonry in geilera.1 .-.tiongly recom- 
mended from the  C'oiiiittev of C'1iarit.y; iind iipprowd of by a v e q  nuintlrous 
.\I:ilority 111 Quarterly Coinnm~~icatiiiii This motion \ \ : is duly se(wncIe(1 and 
on piitting the Question it passed in  t h e  affirmative, one l$ iol .  only cli~seiitiiig. 

Tlie <;.S. then  msulc n inoiion ihnt the  ihatiks of this Coiiiittee 110 

transmitted to  Brother Alatthew Rnclxlale Kscp of the  Lodge of Friendship 
for Ins zcal i n  promoting in p;irli:iii~ciit t he  Jlill for  Incorporating this Soc'ietv. 
U luch inotioii w:is duly s r c o i ~ l ~ d  ; I  lid on piittnig tlic Questioti it p a s ~ ~ l  ii i  

t he  affirmatne, one- Bror. onl? dissenting. Bro1 Anderson of the  Caledonian 
Lodge ilu~reiipon made a motion t ha t  t h e  lliiinlis of t he  C'oiZittce Lo also 
transmitted to  BroI^ Sir  Wntlii~i Williams Wynn liart. and William Hodgson 
E.sQ'. t he  Gr,ind Wanleiis for tlieii great zenl 111 l.~roinot.iiig nil [iic*orpoi:ition 
\vhich \ v ~ 5  srcoiicled b u t  as this motion nas app:irently inade 111 tin ironical 
manner ;ind witrh a view rather t o  insult t h a n  t o  compliment the  Brethren. 
a previous (liiehtion was inovc~il tli,it lirotlier Anrieriunb motion should not 
be pu t  up. which \\as seconded and passed in the  affirmative. 

At the mee t ing  of G r a n d  Lodge  held a week l a t e r .  according t o  t h e  official 
G r a n d  Lodge] -RI i initcs : - 

1772 April 29. 
l I is Clrace t h r  Duke of Ji(~;uifot't proposed The Right Honourable 

Rolir'rt Kil \ \  ; i i ~ 1  Petrr Lord Poi ie  to  siicreed l1 nn  ;is Gr;i nd Master for the  
ensniiig Year, wlnc'h proposcil \\';is (Inly seconded. 

Jdwthcr Edwards la te  S.G.W. proposcil l ln ior  (ieiirrtil John Srtltci past 
D.G..\L to  succeed His  Grtice the Diilie of Heaufort us G.M. I'or the enbuing 
Year. winch pro1iosul was also secwncled. 

brother  Birch o f  t0h> lloy.11 Lodge pro1)osed His  Royal 1 l ighness Henry 
Freclericli l i ~ l i e  o f  C'.iimb~rlnnd to  S U C - C P G ~  Il is (:race the  Duke of B e i i ~ f o r t  
a s  (;.M. for the ensuing Year, which 1)ropos:il ~vns  likewise duly seconclrd: 
Lnt Brother liirch alterw;irds withilrew surli his proposal- 

W'liei eiqion 
T h e  (Question wiis pu t  on the propositions i n  f:ivoiii. of 1,orcl 1'eti.c and 

General Sal t r r .  when llierr ;qilwurrd a very great Majorit2v in favour of Lord 
Pet re. :incl 1 1  is Lordship was in-con1 ingly prodnuncc1 (i rand Mlnster clec't, ancl 
being, present, rcc'eiveil t h e  Coiiipliiiients of the  Gr:unl Lodge on the  occ:ision. 

L o r d  P e t r e ,  whose :idmission t o  t h e  C r a f t  had b e r n  sponsored b y  t h e  G r a n d  
Mast,er himself,  was  init1iated in t h e  Lodge of F r i endsh ip  011 March 13th.  1771. 

W i t h  t h e  res ignat ion of t,he Duke of Beaufor t  t h e  ag i t a t ion  i n  f avour  of 
incorpor:ition subsided.  The o the r  ofTici:il schemes, r e l a t ing  t o  t h e  erection of a 
Hall  :ind iidministrative offices, procreded t o  fruit ion wit h t h e  assistance of a 
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loan of Â£1.00 from the Charitable Fund, and in 1776 there wits brought into use 
the Hall  recently abandoned as part of the rebuilding :chenie in connection with 
tlie erection in Great Queen Street of the Masonic Pence .Memor.ial. 

I t  is satisfactory to note, from the Minutes of the meeting of Grand Lodge 
held 011 April 18t.h. 1777, that  : 

. . . Urotlirrs Ten Broeke, V'cstciibiirg, & Muller late Members of the- 
C;tledoni;in Lodge, held a t  tlie Half Moon, Cheapside, who were some time 
since expelled th is  Society, h i ~ d  petitioned to be reinstated, and were rendy 
t o  make :icknoivledgiiieut of t h r i r  error, and Kror. Ten Broeke being admitted 
into tlio Grand Lodgo. made a gentool apology tor liimself and the  said two 
other Prethreii. 

Ordered thereupon tha t  the  said three Eretlire11 be reinstated t o  their 
respective ranks and situations in tins Society. 

This narrative of events may not, inappropriately be brought to a conclusion 
with an extract from The L e e d s  hfel! i f /e in\ 'r ,  dated November 30t11, 1773 :- 

London. Nov. 25 
LasL Fr ida j  :i numerous mid respcctabl~ body of Free rind Ai  relited 

Masons met i n  Quarterly Communication a t  the  Crown and  Anchor Tavern 
i n  the  Strand.  itlien the sum of 1861. Is 6d. wore subscribed by sundry 
Lodges tor  t h e  relief of distressed brethren, and upwards oi 1001. for building 
a H u l l  l'or tlio Grand Imdge. Several resolutions were entered into for 
supporting the  dignity of the Society, and the  whole business was concliictild 
with the  greatest rog11Lirity mid decorum. 

A Correspondent observes, thiit he :itttended the  above meeting, a n d  
w a s  extroinely 1i:ipl)~- to find tliat iill the  diH'erencos which have f o r  some 
yein's prrvailecl in t l iat  respectable Society, :>re now amicably ad~is tecl ,  and  
tqhe greatest h t i r m n i ~  senns to reign amongst them. 

Peace and harmony once more prevailed. 

CONCLFS 1ON. 

T i l  tlie foregoing' narrative col l t~~~~poi ' i i ry  records have been left as far as 
possible to speak for themselves. A n  attempt will now be made to formulate 
certain conclusions iu  the hope that  these may be treated as a basis for discussion. 

before a definite opinion can be formed as to the propriety or otherwise of 
tlie proposit1 to incorporate the Society, it is necessary to consider in  some detail 
certain of the legiil :tspects of incorponttion. A comparison between the works 
of modern authors and the 1793 edition of Kyd on C'orporafio~ts shows that  the 
l:1w relating to Corporations has altered little in the last two centuries. 

As distinct from a corporation sole ( < ' . g . ,  a Bishop). a corporation aggregate 
is an artificial body of persons, legally recognised, and possessing an entity distinctl 
from that  of its individual members. That which dist~inguishes a corporation from 
a mere voluntary association of individuals is the legal recognition accorded to 
the former. This legal recognition may arise at. common law, or be acquired bv 
royal charter, by authority of Parliament, by pre~cripi~ion, or by custom. 

Incorporation for the Society a t  common law or by cust>om could not be 
claimed. Incorporation by prescription presupposes the existence of a lost grant 
or charter-;L presumption which the Grand Master's supporters must evidently 
have realised was devoid of all foundation. Unable to claim iucorpomtion at 
common liiw, by prescription or by custom, the promoters of the Duke cf 

:i Ives- Beauforts  scheme were therefore faced with the two remaining alter11 t. 
incorporation by prerogative of t-he Crown, and inc~rporat~ion by Statute. 
Petitions for incorporation by royiil charter are considered by the King in Council ; 
incorporation by authority of Parliament nec~ssit~at~es compliance with  ill1 the 



formiilities of statutory procedure. I t  is true tha t  before the Privy Council 
advise I l ls  Majesty in such matters opportunity is afforded, by public amiounce- 
merit in The, Lunflon- Gare t t e ,  for opposers to state their objections; but  i t  is- 
manifest that  less publicity attends tlie preliminaries t,o incorporation by royal 
charter than attends those connected with incorporation by authority of Parlia- 
merit. Accordingly, the method of procedure selected in the first instance by 
the promoters of the scheme need occasion no surprise. 

Attention has already been directed to certain major points of difference 
between the draf t  of the proposed Royal Charter and the text. of the Parlia- 
mentary Bill: the former, i t  will be remembered, provided for t@he incorporation 
of Grand Lodge, as distinct from the Society at large, while the latter con- 
templated n Corporation embracing such " regular Free and Accepted Masons 
under the Constitution of England " ils ' (  shall desire to be Partakers of the 
Benefits of this Act." Apart  from any limitation expressed in i ts  Charter, no 
special limits are placed up011 the number of persons composing a corporation 
aggregate, provided that  the number is definite or capable of being ascertained. 
No person ciin be made n member without his consent; but an application for 
membership made by :L person possessed of the required qualification may be 
rejected, by ballot or otherwise, by the whole or a port'ion only of the Corpora- 
i o  without any rCilSOT1 being assigned. 

Even aliens may become members of an  English corporation, unless the 
constitution of the corporation otherwise provides. I n  this connection it will be 
recollected thilt one of the objections to the eiirlier proposal to have the Society 
incorporated by Royal Charter was that  incorporation by this method would result 
in the exclusion from the Society of :ill members of foreign nutioiiiility. whereas 
incorporation by authority of Parliament would not have this effect. If this 
distinction exists, or existed a t  the period in question, i t  has eluded the researches 
of more thim one student. Nor is it correct to assert tha t  incorporation leads 
to the i t~lto~~ii i t ic naturalisation of such aliens :is itre, or may become, irembers; 
for the members of a corporation retain their individual personalities, and 
consequently their respective nationalities as well. 

Another objection advanced by the opposition would appear to have been 
founded upon a misconception-n:imely, the argument tha t  incorporation would 
necessitate the exposure of all Masonic secrets. The books of a corporation are, 
as a general rule, open to  the inspection of the corporators only. I f  the Society 
had been iiicorpori~ted, the terms of its c1l:n~ter would 1i:tve been available for 
public reference; its rituals, on the other hand, would have formed no part of 
its constitution. Apart ,  therefore, from any Order for Discovery made by a 
Court of competent jurisdiction in litigation in whicli the Society, if incorporated, 
might have been involved, its rit<u:ils. it is submitted, would have been no more 
open to public inspection than are t4hose of the present day. 

Of the remaining objections, already summarised on a previous page, the 
following are of little substance and require no comment; that  incorporation is 
inconsistent with the nature of a Societ,y denominated " Free," tha t  incorporation 
is inappropriate to a Society composed of men of all trades and professions, and 
that  trade flourishes most in those cent,res of industry where the workers are not 
incorporated. 

11lcor1)0ratio1i c e r t a ~ ~ i l y  si~~iplifies the for~iialities co~l~iected witli litigatiorl 
:ind the transfer of property, but the Society has survived two centuries without 
experiencing any undue inconvenience arising from the lack of a corporrt te 
personality. 

The tenijit.at.ion to misapply tho F u n d  of Charity townrds the cost of 
incorporation may 1i:ive been great, but  this objection was capable of remedy by 
the raising of a special fund.  

It is true thitt the Lodges likely to benefit most by un incorporation were 
those in and around London. but  i t  is not true to state tha t  a n  incorporated 



Society domiciled in this country would pos<ess no power to impose taxation upon 
Lodges or individual members abroad, or that  incorporation would necessarily 
result in  the imposition up011 Lodges overseas of rules and regulations iiiappro- 
priate to them by reason of their location. It would have been competent to 
the Society, if incorporated, to pass appropriate regulations, differentiating if 
need be between London Lodges, Provincial Lodges, and Lodges abroad. That 
i t  was intended to recognise existing and future Lodges overseas may be inferred 
from the fact thitt tlie proposed Charter and Parliamentary Bill contained clauses, 
without words of territorial limitation, authorising the constitution of subordinate 
Lodges; while tthe measure introduced into the Lower House contained a clause 
specifically according recognition to all existing Lodges, and (as has already been 
noted) omitted the words " of England " from the title of the  proposed Corporii- 
tion-:in omission attributable in all probability to a desire on the part  of those 
responsible for the Bill tlo remove all possible doubts i n  this connection. 

That there \viis a risk of secession may be gathered from some of the 
contemporary records already quoted : but,  in the absence of further information, 
i t  is difficult to gauge ticcurittely the precise extent of this danger. It does, 
however, seein likely tha t  the promoters of Incorporation were actuated tjo some 
extent by :L desire t!o gain an advantage over their rivals, the w i e n t s ,  by 
acquiring official recognition for their own Society-a motive attributed to them 
by The 3 e u w s t l e  Journal as early as November, 1768. It is difficult to judge 
what effect such recognition, if i t  had been accorded to the .lfuderny, would have 
had upon tJie subsequent history of the Crtift as a whole. The effect might have 
been very far-reaching. 

I n  the printed Case of the Caledonian Lodge will be found arguments 
directed to show thiit* the meeting of Grand Officers and Masters of Lodges held 
I January  26th, 1769, was unconstitutional. The grounds upon which this 
argument was based have already been summarised. A feeble attempt was made 
to justify tlie nmisnal character of this meeting, but the contemporary Book of 
Constitut,ions cont:tined no rule capable of being invoked for the purpose of 
establishing the regularity of this gathering. 

Allowing for the exaggerations of an interested party in the description 
of the Drpnt,y Grand Master's conduct, when presenting the case for incorpora- 
tion as well as when dealing witli the alleged contumacy of the Caledonian Lodge, 
i t  can 11:irdly be denied that  the. words and actions of this distinguished and 
highly placed official displayed distinct bias, ;md exhibited an entire lack of those 
qualifications so essential 111 one who mi~y  be called upon to preside over an 
assembly possessed of 1egisla.tive and discip1in;iry powers. 

It now remains to consider briefly tlie conduct of the Caledonian Lodge 
;ind the j~stificiit~ion, or otherwise, for the entry of a caveat. 

Tt will be recollected that  the earliest public announcement of the proposal 
t o  incorporate the Society wiis tha t  iriade by the Dop~i ty  Grand Master a t  a 
meeting of the Committee of Chanty held a t  the end of October, 1768. Tlie 
Grand Master's intention was formally communicated to Grand Lodge a week 
later, when certain financial proposals were adopted : but according to the official 
Minutes no formal vote 011 the question of incorporation "was taken at this meeting. 
Ill spit4e of this fact the Depiit4y Grand Master, a t  a meeting confined to Grand 
Officers and Masters of Lodges, and convened by public advertisement a t  twenty- 
four hours' notice, intimated t40 those assembled that  the Charter might be ready 
within three days. Such an ;iniiouncemeiit may well have occasioned surprise 
and feelings of uneasiness in the minds of those who genuinely doubted the 
propriety of incorporation. i t  may perhaps be fairly assumed that  the Caledonian 
Lodge, at. the outset, a t  all events, was i i c t ~ ~ a t ~ d  by proper motives. According 
t.o their first manifesto their desire was. not to prevent an incorporation a t  all 
costs, but  to prevent, such a step being taken by unconstitutional means and 
without n-niture c~nsiderat~ion. On this assumption, i t  will be appreciated tha t  



their fears were by no means lessened by the  nnconstitutioiial nature of the 
gathering a t  which the intiii~at~ion was given by the Grand Master's Deputy that  
the Charter might be ready within three clays. If the Deputy Grand blaster was 
in earnest in making this announcement-and of the contrary no one could be 
certain-the time available for action was strictly limited. 

A written protest signed by the represeutaivcs of no less than fifteen 
Lodges was driiwn u p  a t  this meeting and,  t3hough publicly tendered to the 
Deputy Grand Master, was by him peremptorily declined. The rejection of ibis 
protest must greatly have incrcii~ed the misgivings of the representat,ives of these 
fifteen Lodges. -Denied a hearing by the Deputy Grand l\l;istler, what action 
could these brethren take to prevent a premature incorporation 9 

The course ,idopted by the Ca1edoni;m Lodge, in pursuance of il resolution 
passed unanimously a t  it regular meeting of the Lodge, was certainly ;is unexpected 
as i t  was original ; but  tlhe expedient was simple and straightforward. The entry 
of a caveat did not necessarily imply defeat of the Grand Master's proposal; i t  
amounted merely to a precautionary measure designed to prevent completion of 
tlhe formalities of incorporation until such time as the arguments of the con- 
tending parties had been judicially considerecl by a competent tribunal. The 
caveat certainly gave pronounced publ i~i t~y to a purely domestic matter, but 
icorporation could not have been secured without ultimate recourse to civil law 
with i ts  attenclant publicity. Public litigation bet~ween members of the Craft 
has always been discouraged, lnit membership of the Craft does not, and cannot, 
deprive a citizen of his constitutional rights. In  the opinion of the present 
writer, the entry of the cavent was coiistitut~ional, both m:isonic;a.lly and otherwise. 

The subsequent conduct of the Caledonian Lodge, and of certain of its 
members. cannot be so readily defended ; tempers were lost, a general lack of tact 
was displayed, and  unnecessarily forceful 1angu;ige was employed-criticisms which 
m:iy be directed with equal t ru th  a t  certni~i of those who favoured incorporation. 

Time will not permit of detailed consideration of the  m;my minor incidents 
with which this narrative abounds. Those to whom this Paper is communicated 
vil l  be in a position to consider the evidence for themselves at  leisure, to formulate 
their own conclusions. and to indulge in fascinating speculation upon the many 
possible consequences of ii1corj)oration of the Craft. 

Lodges i n  favour of Incorporation . 

dumber (1755 
enumeration. 

unless otherwise Name of Lodge 
stated) 

Place of Meeting 

London 
I^ond11n 
Stoc-lit 011-11 pun-Tees 
r.o!lclull 

London 

Remarks 



Number (1755 
enumeration, 

unless otherwise Name of Lodge Place of Meeting 
stated) 

Remarks 

Newcnslle-upon-Tyiie 
Whi tohaven 
.Darlington 
Tpswic'l~ 
Deal 
Lymc Rogis 
Taunton 
Cnrlisle 
firislol 
Dartmout h 
J.ondnii 
U olyhea(1 
Scilly Isles 
Boston, V.S.A. " All eager tor  i t  " and 

" lJ~i:ini~iiniis in 
Quarter ly L'uimnumciition 
assembled ." 
" Very ardently wished 
for  " 
" Very cordially join in  
t.he propuhitl " 

Wished for  for  20 years  
past ' 

Barbados 

- Xurtli America 

* See c-omments by Itro. Covey-Crump. 

Lodges sending 11011-~0111mitt,iil replies. 

Lodges against T ncorporation. 

Majority 90-8 
30 inenilters i f l e n t i f i ~ l  
I luiving signed t h e  
Pet i t ion to t.he H. of C .  
again--!: Incorporation. 
Re>ol ntion ngiiiiist 111~01~- 

por:itiou. subsequently re- 
seincle11 
l!) iiieinliers identified 
as h a v i n g  signed tlie 
Petiliuii 
1 mt:niber c l i  t in  
13 n i ~ m b e i ~ a  d i t t o  
TTniitiimous 
Hesolution against  Tncor- 
pnmtiuri subsequently re- 
sc-indpil 
10 memlier? identified 

, . i s  liavni".; signeil the 
Pet i t  ion 
Itesolution :igti.inst. lucor- 
mrntioii 1 ~ a s . d  " Nein. 
Co11." 
8 ineiiiliers identifiecf 
as liitviii;. sigueil t h e  
Petitiou 

Dundee Arm? Wiipping 
Mourning Bnsli London . 

King+? Arms 1.0iiilon 

Corner Stone 
Steward-' 
Scie~itific 
A'l oi rn 

l .olld~:l 
London~ 
( 'ambridge 
London 

3.4 
70 

182 
sou 

2:ilediiiii:1n London 



Lodges to which Petitlioners against. Incorporation belonged. 
Number of 
Petitioners 

2 
1 
1 

3 1 
1 
Â¥ 
1 

19 
l 

1 
l 

i 
1:i 

1 

3 

12 

l l 

2 

> 
d 

7 

l 
I fJ 
1 

(j 

8 
5 
0 

1 

4. 
1 

1 
) 

l 

Meeting Place Number 
Name of Lodge (1770) 

Present Name Number 

18 

112 

2 1 
23 
26 
2s 
2! Ã 

55 

56 

Country Lodges (Moderns). 

London Lodges (Moderns ) .  

Lodge of Freedom 
StewarclsJ 

Three Tuns, 73 
Spitaliields 

Braund 'S IIpacl. 74 
New Bond Street 

Crown and Maypir, 81, 
Wl~itechapd 

Clown am1 A n c h o r  11.5 
( ?) (,303. 339 or 357) 

119 
1 53 
1 ' iO 

Leliec'lv Tavern.  9 0(1 
Strand 

Â¥'(I 
%:l 
316 
3-l-i 

(o r  :j:I2) 
I<ing"s Itetid. 336 

I-ra~~ipsteail 
15S 
:I tifl 

Ca1eclon.i 311 

Caleeloninii 
Lodge of Peace 
Lodge of T ru th  

London Lodges (-4 y?,tie-fi ts). 

Bro. DAVID FLATHER said : - 

T t  gives me very great pleasure to propose " That our very grateful thinks 
be accorded to Bro. Tvor Gnitithain for his paper." 

At the  same time, we heiirtily congratulate him up011 the i-pleiidid con- 
t,ributiou lie hiis made to our knowledge of t11:it most interesting and critical 
period, during which tlie Incorporation of the Society was undei considemtioi~, 



and  I would also like t o  congratulate him, on your beb;ilf, for the mast>erly w;iy 
in  which he epitomised the  paper so us to rrduce i t  t o  the  requisite proportions 
for  reading aloud. 

1 would first ri-fer to Bro. Grrtiit1i;n"n's iiitrodnction to his paper, for he  
has struck :i sad cliord in the  memory of 11s all,  i n  th;it  he refers to tlie pre- 
pariitory work done by two of our recently deceased Hret~l~reit,  bu t  while we 
deplore their loss, we are forcibly reminded of the  t r u t h ,  t ha t  i t  is  not only the 
building of the  superst,ructure ,which is honourable t o  the  Builder, bu t ,  t h a t  by 
clearing the  ground and estiiblislting strong foundations 11po11 which others illily 
build, we can contr ibute effectively towards ilie success of those who follow 11s. 

Bro. Graiit8hiini's paper i s  so complete and so frilly docu i~~en t ed ,  t ,hat  i t  is 
difficult t,o suggest, any  addition to i t .  I t  would, however, be iutcresting if we 
could gatlic'r from t h e  records of both London and County Lodges what  actually 
t,ook pl:icu on receipt of the  coin~nuiiic;ition from Gr;ind Lodge on t he  subject of 
the  proposed Incorporation. The following extract from the Minutes of t he  
Rose & Crown Lodge, No. 340, Sheffield, will, I hope. be of interest :- 

April ,  1769. 
Lodge opened upon the' 3 Step Rro.  J as. D e  La Pryme l ) .M. .; present, 
4 members proceeded to Business, t he  Wri i t ing  Sent down from the  
Grand was read over i i s  also the  Case &, Memorial of t he  Caledonian 
Lodge i t  was thought  proper by the  Master, Wardens and  the  majori ty 
of the  members, tliat t h e  following Queries should lie sent to the  Griind 
before t he  Lodge would Signe their proposals signed by the. Worshipfull 
Master, Senior & Junior  Wardens, and  Secret;iry, and  ;ire as  follows :- 

1st W h y  lias not the  Grand Lodge sent down to t]he Lodges, t h e  real 
uses and wh;it partIicular Benefits they ciln Expect to reap from a n  
lncorporat ion. 
2nd Wh;it Benefit can tlie Lodges in t he  Country held under  the  
War r an t  of the  Grand Lodge Expect from this  Incorporation. 
31-cl How f a r  may t,he Grand Lodge by Vir tue  of their  power of 
making by Laws oblige a Lodge ;it ;l greater clistiince t han  10 miles 
from London in Taxing the Sd. Lodges towards defraying the  extra  
Xpenses of tlie Gr;md,  and  why the  m:iuiier of such taxation i s  not 
laid before the  said Lodges distant more t han  10 miles from London.  
4 th  Whiit are  the  now regulations, made in t he  Grand Lodge. 

Closed the  Lodge in due form. 

T t  is interesting to see t ha t  t he  communication from the  Caledonian Lodge 
was received a t  t he  same time as th:it from the  Grand Lodge. 

I do not find iiny fur ther  reference t o  this matter  or  to communications 
from Grand Lodge until  three years later,  when the  following Aliinile uppears:- 

A315772 
Business 14th February. 1773. 

The Lodge open'c1 by the  right Worshipful1 Master upon t he  Second 
Step,  Present 12 members A Letter  received from the  Grand Lodge 
for Subscriptions Towards the Building a Hull  and procuring Jewels 
for t h e  use of the  Gr:ind Lodge was read and  Dzily attended to,  a 
Hook agr~t*i ible  t o  the  Dictates of t he  Grand Lodge lay open on the  
Ta.111~ for Snl~script io~is ,  the  Lodge then closed in D u e  form. 
Again oprti'cl upon the  Third Step ;>iicl Bro.  Henj. Withers  was raised 
blaster, tlie Lodge then Clos'cl in Due  form. 

.J oh11 Creswick, Master. 



The next reference to the affairs of Grand Lodge occurs twelve months 
later : - 

February 25th, 1774 
Opened upon the sc-cond Step of Musoi~ry. 
A t  a Special Lodge then called to take into consideration. A Letter 
from tin- Gr;ind Lodge wherein we are desired to contribute and 
subscribe towards the Piirchnse of Ground and building a Hall 
there011 : after sufficient rieliberation it, is resolved Nem Con thiit 
no subscription or contribution shall be ent,ered into for the above 
purpose's on account of several reasons to the contlr:iry (viz.) 

1st The" Grand Lodge urglreting to iinswer the sev'l Queries proposed 
to them in April 1769 respecting the iiioorpor:ition. of the Society of 
Free & Accepted ALisous. 
2 n d  That as the 13ill  for this iiic~orporai ion never passed int,o an Act  
we presume that  a sufficient and proper Conveyance csinnot be made to  
iiny Person or Persons so {is the whole Coniminity shall be benofitted 
i hereby & 
3rdly We cannot conceive what advantage the Building of this Hall  
ciin be to Masonry i n  Geiicr;il 
Not~withstanding it resolved 1 hat the Annual Subscription to the Grand 
Lodge shall be continued. 
After those resolutions t.lie Lodge closed in due  form. 

Tlios. Smith, 
Master. 

These resolutions were embodied in the following letter written by the- 
Se~ret~ary ,  T31.o. Tlionias Lambert, and copied by him int,o the Minutle Book :- 

Copy of Letter to Bror. James IIesoltine, G.S.  
dated IOtli March 5774 

Bror. H eseltine, 
l n conforiniiy with yours in the n;Ime of the Right Worshipful1 

Grand Master the members of t,hia Lodge have met. and maturely 
considered the contents of that, Letter ;ind upon s~ich consideration 
cannot perceive that. the building 11 Hull for the Grand Lodge will in 
any manner redomid to the benefit or advantage of t4his Lodge, or to- 
the Good and Honour of Masonry in General; 
Resolved t,herefore Nimine Contraclicent~e, Iliat no Subscription for i>lie 
purposes mentioned i n  the said Letter shall lie eiiter'd into by tmliis 
Lodge. 

N~t~withstanding we menu t o  continue our annual Subscription 
to the Gcner:tl Fund of C%iiritv as nsuiil. and did some time ago- 
give directions to a 13rothc'r belonging to our Lodge to pay our said 
Aiimial Subscription into y o ~ r  Hands, but  find from the last Quarterly 
Communication it has not yet' been paid which has been owing to our  
siiid Bror. being upon 11 journey into the West a t  the time we expected 
he would be in London. 

1 must also heg leave to  observe to you, tzh:it upon receiving 
a Letter from the Eight Worshipful Grand Master a t  the time a ]<ill 
was proposed to be laid before Parliament for incorporating the 
Society of Free and accepied Xiisons, and also for building a J I i~l l  
for the Grand Lodge ; in wlncli letter we were ~olicit~ecl to 
subscribe towards the carrying these purposes into execution; wre 
thonglit i f  1iecess;u.y in orclor to clear u p  sonic doubt4s we had herein 
to address the  Grand Lodge for a n  answer to such Questions as we- 



tthen by our letter proposed, to  which letter dated Apri l  5769 I refer  
you ; which the Grand Lodge wits not so kind to condescend t o  answer 
nor had we ever a n  answer thereto which we ciuinot help thinking :L 
contempt and  neglect of t ha t  attention t ha t  ought, t o  have been paid 
unto us. 

I am, 
Your most obedt. 

H u m b .  Servt. 
T. Lamber t .  

Secy 5 

.on thi 
reply 
o f  t,he 

Although there is no record of any  fur ther  discussion with Grand Lodge 
S mat,ter,  it would appear by the JMinutes of tlie 3rd April, 1774, t ha t  a 
wiis received from Gr :~nd  Lodge in  which , i  demand for a list of members 
Lodge 1i:id been made. Af t e r  full discussion of this  le t ter  i t  was decided 

tlo furnish the required list of names; together with certain money which \v;is 
claimed for dues. 

The Lodge. however, seem to  have felt rather  gui l ty for refusing t o  con- 
t r ibu te  to the  building of the  Hal l .  and  held two special meetings t o  consider t he  
question, and on 13th XTily, 5774, " i t  was agreed t ha t  the  Lodge do subscribe 
One Pound One Shilling towards tlie building uf iin Hiill and this  to  be remitted 
the first opporl unit y " . 

Incidentally, it  is interesting 1,o learn thiU the  Lodge expenses for these 
two  special meetings amounted to 19/4d. 

The  money for the  Subscription w;is entrusted to Bro. Ben Withers ,  who 
was on a journc'y t'o London,  bu t  he omitted to hnnd i t  over;  ultimately i t  was .  
311 the  8th July. 1774, paid t o  Bro. Heseltiue and a receipt obtained. 

The  monograph presented to us b v  Brother Ivor  Grnnthiiiii deiils so f ~ i l l y  
and c'le;irly with t h e  sub,ject th;it except for  supplemental extr:icts from minutes 
;ind old letters wo are lef t  with little t o  do b u t  t o  thank  h im iind congratulate 
oure lves  on his achievement. The narrative throws light upon tohe chaixcter :ind 
conduct of t he  iictors who in  t h e  proceedings. One outstanding result 
is the  clear derno~istrat~ion t ha t  i t  is fut,ile and mischievous for  any at tempt t o  
be made by officers of a. IIasonic Society based on Brotherly love t o  a t tempt  to 
dr;igoon their Brethren into a forced acquirscenw wit h propositions which, however 
honestly intended, fail to  find well-nigh unanimous support,. 

The paper. however, entices us t o  consider what  is  t h e  1eg:il s tatus in t he  
present day of t h e  Socie1,y of Free a.11~1 A ~ C C I J ~ ~ C ~  Masons under  the  Government 
of our ]\lGst Worshipful (irik11d M aster. 

I s  it not tlie case ijliiit onr Society is in fuct a Corporatte Body nc~t ing in  
that  capacity iinclcr the  express sanction of our  Most Gracious K i n g ?  

It is clearly not  llo(-c*ssiiry to the existence of a C o r p ~ r a t ~ i o n  t,h:~t ;I Chart er 
or  Act. of Parlinnient should be produced stat ing t ha t  the  grantees ;ire thereby 
~ c o n ~ t i t ~ u t e d  a Corporation. 13ro. Gran th:im has told us t ha t  the  recogiiit+ion of 
a corporation aggregate may m-ise at. common law, or be a(*quirecl by royal ch;irtt?r, 
by :uitlioi I t y  of Parl iament ,  by prescription, or by custom. 

What is prescription? " Prescription is  when a man claimeth anything 
for  tha t  lie and his ancestors or predecessors or they whose estate he  l ~ , i t h ,  have 
had or used i t  all t h e  time whereof no mind is to  the  c o ~ t r i ~ i ' ~  ". (" Tennos 

.-de l a  Ley," as  quoted in Stroud's  J u d i c t ( ~ /  D'tdio~~firy.  page 1540.) 



That such a clilim has been made by Freemasons for more t11:in two hundred 
years past is so patent that  no one acquainted with the facts will be so hardy as 
to deny it.  The claim and the recognition of i ts  validity ;ire two- different things, 
but the claim has been made and reiterated 111 printled and a~t1iorit~;itive documents 
going back t o  A.D.  1723, and the Old Constitutions carry the claim back much 
further, Uro. Grant ham states tha t  prescription presupposes the existence of a 
lost grant or charter. Perhaps i t  would be more accurate to siiy that  it has heeu 
found convenient in most cases where prescription is claimed to set u p  (what, is 
known in many inst:mces to be purely iinagiiiiiry) the existence of such ;i document. 
J%ut I make this further proposition that  if the King,  from whom or from whose 
predecessors a charter of incorporation is supposed to  have come, f ormtilly 
recognises tthe existence of a corporate body iind at the same time confers new 
privileges upon i t ,  no furt4her proof of i~~corporat~ion is needed .ind the Courts are 
in duty bound to take notice of a body so i l ~ ~ t h e ~ ~ t  icut ed. All tChe cases dependent 
upon the theory of :a lost grant from the Crown are cases where the Crown was 
either not a. party to the proceedings or being a party put the claimant, to the 
proof of his title. I11 the nature of things neither of those conditions arises when 
the Sovereign :ictually recognises the Corporate existence of the entity upon whom 
he confers further privileges. 

If ,  however, the theory of :L lost grant had to be set u p  on behalf of 
Grand Lodge there would not, be any insuperable diflicnlty having reg:ird to the 
al1eg:itions in the Old Con~titut~ions as t80 King Athelsttin and others. 

The expression " incorporated " occurs in the Articles of ITnion dated 
25th November, 1813, but tha t  refers to the incorporation together of the Modern 
and  Antient Masons. 

Ill order tha t  \ may no longer keep the Brethren in suspense it is well 
t ha t  I should ;it once divulge what foundation there is for my :i!legat,ion that  t h e  
King has recognised the  Corpor:ite existence of our Society and : ~ t  the sanic time 
conferred on them further privileges. On 18th June,  1919, King George V .  set 
his h ind  and privy seal to it gr:int, of Arms 1);irticulars of which now follow. The 
original grant and exel~~pl i f ica t io~~s  ii1.e in the c ~ s t o c ~ y  of Grand Lodge. 

His Mrtjesty's signature, " George R . I . ,  " and his ~ ( l i i l  a1)pe:ir (as i s  usual) 
a t  the head of the document ; which then proceeds thus : - 

George the Fifth by the Grace of God of the United K m ~ d o i n  
of Great Britain am1 Treliil~d and of the British Dominions beyond 
the Seas King Defender of the Faith Emperor of Indift To our 
Right trnsly and well beloved Counsellor Sir Edmu~id  Bernard Talhot 
(commonly called Lord Edmund Ta! bot) Knight Gr:ind C'ro-S of Our 
Royal Victorian Order and Deputy to Our Right Trusty and Right 
]<ntirely Beloved Cousin J3eni:ud IVIarmaduke Duke of Norfolk Earl 
]\larshal of m l i i l l d  Greeting. 

Whereas Our Most Pear Vnc'le Ifis Royal Highness Arthur 
Willium Patrick Albert. Duke of Co~lriiiiieht iind Stratlicarn Knight 
of Our Most Honourable Order of tlhe Garter Grand IVL'ister of tJie 
X'nitcd Grand Lodge of Aiittient Free and Accepted 3'lusons of Eng1:ind 
hath by his Petition humbly represented unto Us  that the s:iicl United 
Grand Lodge of Antient Free and Accepted ^Vlasoiis of England has 
long borne cert:lin armori:il cnsigus on its Common Se:il Shields 
]<unners and otherwise but that the s:ime 11:ive not been duly established 
and recorded in Our College of Amis and that  to comniemoi'iite the 
long association of His  late Majesty King Edward the Seventh Our  
most Beloved Piither with the said Grand Lodge :is Gnind Master 
thereof and also similar close associ:ition of illilnv other Royal and 
I~llustrious members of Our Family a,nd further to distinguish the said 



Grand Lodge as the governing body of Free and Accepted Masons of 
England :md the branches of which exist throughout 011r Dominioiis 
the said Grii~ld Loclgo is desirous tha t  the Armorial bearings hitherto 
borne m:iy be duly e~t~ablished and that  there may be added to the 
Anus  a borduro indicative of the Arms of England and the said 
Arthur William Paterick Albert Duke of Conn:inght and StIratlieai 11 

iis Grill~d Muster of the United Grand Lodge of A~it~ient.  Free :ind 
Accepted Masons of England therefore most humbly prays Our Royal 
License and Anthorily that, the United Grand Lodge of Antient Free 
and Accept4ed l\lasons of EngLind may beilr and use certain Armorial 
hearings on its Common S ~ i i l  Shields Baniiers or Otherwise. 

Know Yo that we of 011r Princely Grace and Special Favour 
have given :ind gr:inted ;ind by these presents give and grunt nntIo the 
~ i ~ i d  United Gl'itnd Lodge of Anticnt Froe and Accepted M;isous of 
England Our Royal License and Authority to bear on its Common 
Seal Shields Banners or otherwise awarding to the Laws of Anns  the  
Armorial Ensigns following viz : - 

(Here follows the Heraldic description of the Arms. They :ire also 
enibl;i.zonecl in d u e  form .) 

The siirne being first duly exemplified mid recorded in O u r  
College of Arms otherwise this Our License and permission to be void 
2nd of none effect. 

Our Will ;111d P le i i~ i t~e  therefore is tha t  you Sir 14dirmucl 
J1ern:trd Talbot commonly called Lord Edrnuncl Talbot deputy of our 
said Karl Marshal to whom the cognizance of matkers ol' this natm-e 
cloth properly belong do require ;ind comm;ind that  this our Concession 
and Especial 3Iill.k of our Royal Favour be registen'cl in Our College 
of Arms to the end that  Our Officer of Arms and all others upon 
occasion iii;>y take full not2ice rind have knowledge thereof and for so 
doing this shall be your warrant. 

Given i i i  our Coiirt ;it Si~iut. ,J:imes this 15tli d a y  of J u n e  1919 
i l l  t h ~  10th year of Our Reign. 

By His A I  :I jesty's Command 
Eclward Shortt. 

Hecorded in the College of Arms London pursuant to the Warrant 
from the  Deputy Ea r l  l\'l;~rshal. 

C .  11. Athill 
Norroy and Registrar. 

The Kxeniplificat ion of the Arms is coiit.ained in l he sair-e Case. I t  is 
given under the huncls iiiid Three Seiils of 

TT. Purnham Burke Giirter. 
William H .  Wcldon Clareiicieux 
C. H. Athill Norroy 

and hears date 9th July ,  1919. 
Et is a most ornate document; but HIP Grunt itself bearing tlie Sign 

Manual and Senl of our A'lost Gr:acio~ts King is for 11s more import:int4. 
The grant might perbaps bo s;~fely left t o  speak for itself. lnit one 

iinport.ant point is tha t  it confers ii~~tliorit'y on the United Grand Lodge to nse 
the Arms : > S  then authorised on tlie Common Seal. The right to IIS? :I Coiiimon 
Seal is probably the most distinctive privilege of a Corporixte J3ody. 

To test the stiitl~s of our Society let us for a moment imagine a Petition 
now being made to tlhe King for n Charter of I~icorpomt~ion. Would not an 
appropriate answpr be that  the Petitioners appeared to lie forgetful of the fiict 



tha t  the King had some years ago in a very formal manner conferred 011 the 
Society the right, to use Arms ;ind a Common Seal and thiit such right had been 
exercised by the Society in accordance with the grant iind therefore such a 
Petition was derog;itory to the aforesaid grant,  both in its express terms and 1x1 

its implications ? 
What is the use of a. C'oni~iiou Seiil? Its main function is tlierewith t o  

seal docu~nents of i n ~ p o r t a ~ ~ c e  whereby the e ~ ~ t i t y   sing the Seal confers rig11 ts  011 

grantees or enters into binding contriicts. Let us for a moment suppose that the 
United Grand Lodge of Ant,ient Free iind Accepted Masons of England entered 
into a Contrnct under that  mime to ~mrchnse fit,t,ings for the new Building and 
executed th:it Contract by iiffixing its Seal. Could it be maintiiined with any 
prospect of success tha t  t h e  party conti'dcting to supply the goods could not sue 
the Grand Lodge by its said title for the price of the goods or tha t  Grand Lodge 
could not maintain a n  action for breach by the Vendor of the contract to supply? 
What  is the nature of the entity up011 whom the King conferred the right to use 
a particular Common Seal ? Can there bo :niy other answer than that  it is ii  

Corporate Body? We need not stay to discuss whether it becume such by 
Common Law or by Proscription or otherwise. I t  is enough that  i t  exists. The- 
power to possess and use a Common Senl is incidental to a Corporation (Snttoii's 
13ospit:il Case 1612, 10. Coke's Reports 23a, 3011). Upon no other footing can the  
grant of a Seal be explained than that  it is intended tDo be used as an attrib-ate 
Â¥o a Corporation. 

The existence of a Corporation being conceded it follows from the case last 
quoted that  ;I Corpon~t~ion htis the' right to do ihosc things und to be under thosi; 
liabilities which are incident to its working capacity. 

I n  IIalsbury's Lairs of l ^ i ~ ! / / m d ,  vol. 8. 358, section 804. it is stated that  a 
non-statutory Corporation (speaking gener;illy) can do everything that  an ordinary 
individual clill do unless restricted directly or indirectly by statute. 

I n  Att#orney General c .  Chester Corporation (1849), T .  Hall & Twells 46, 
a Chtirity founded in the twelfth century and commonly known as " The blaster 
Brethren and Sisters of the Hospital of St,. John the Biiptist ", whose lands with 
the mastership of tlie liospitnl were subsequently granted by the Crown to the 
Corporation of Chester, was held not to be a Corporation the leases of the hospital 
lands never being granted under a Corporate Seal but in the private name of the 
master for the time being :ind sealed with his own private seal the brethren and 
sisters being stiited to consent. That case shows very emph ntically how important 
the existence of :L Common Seal is. 

I n  the case of Lloyd ' P .  Lo:i~-ing (1802), 6 Vesey 773, the case of the status 
of ; I  private Lodge came before the Lord Chancellor Eldon, who held th;it. a Lodge 
of F ree~~i i i son~  was not a Corporiition. This, however. is a very different case 
from that of tlie Grand Lodge with the special rights conferred by the Sovereign. 

The Lodge then referred to w:is " known by the name of the Caledoninn 
Chapter No. 2,  being No. 2 on the list of the Societies of Royal Arch Freemasons ' l -  

These- observations should perhaps be regarded us a series of q~es t~ions ,  
nither thnn of as~ert~ions.  I t  can, however, be no answer to  those questions to  
s:iy that  the King's Warnml ,  being merely n i l  authority for n grant of arms and 
for the use of them in certain wilys, is not a Charter of Incorporation. That is 
not alleged. What  is alleged is that  it recognises the existence of a Corporation 
and enlarges and legalises i ts  privileges in a manner which is entirely inappropriate 
to a non-corpor:it,e body. The grant distinctly states that  i t  is made " further 
to distinguish the said Grand Lodge as the governing body of Free and 
Accepted Masons of England ' .  I s  not tlie word ' '  body l '  synonymous with 
' C3orpor;i t.ioii ' ' ? 



Bro. C. F. SYKES said : - 

I n  this paper Bro. Grantham hiis presented to us a very complet,e story 
of the Moderns' att,empt a t  I ~ l ~ o r p o i ' i i t i ~ l ~ .  It is an account, replete with interest, 
and though i t  will necessarily be imposs~ble to read it a t  lengtrh in Lodge, T am 
sure i ts  subsequent publication in the  T r a n ^ ~ - l i u i t s  will afford great satisfaction 
to all who will hiive the  privilege of reading i t .  

111 the text of the proposed Royal Charter i t  ni:iy be worth while t o  point 
out t ha t  the term L Past Grand Officers', in the sentence stating the constitu- 
tion of Grand Lodge, applies only to the four previously named Grand Officers. 
Pas t  Rank :it the  time tlie propofced Charter was prepared was allowed only to 
the offices of Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master and Grand Wardens. 
Consequently the other specified Grand Officers were members of Grand Lodge 
only during the periods they actn;tlly served in their respective offices. On  
re l inquishme~~t ,  their membership of Grand Lodge ceased unless they were other- 
wise ql~iilified. The Grand Treasurer, Grand Secretary and Grand Sword Bearer 
were not definitely recognised :is members of Grand Lodge until 1741, and twelve 
years more elapsed before the Grand Treasurer was declared a Grand Officer by  
virtue of his office. 

The proposed Royal Charter specified the  constitution of Grand Lodge, 
definitely einimerating the  offices and stating an  obligation tco elect and appoint 
to these offices. Wha t  would have been the position on the  creation of new 
Grand Offices? The Gr:ind Lodge was given " full power to miike, constitute 
and ordain such St,atutes, Bye-laws and Ordinances as shall appear to them to be 
good, and necessary and expedient for the Government,, Order and Regulation of 
the  said Society ". A new bye-law would thus legalise the new office, and I 
suppose the  obligiition to appoint to t hat  office would be siniilsir to t ha t  for the  
offices specified in t.hc Charter. Had the Charter been obt,ainecl ad subs-tit 
ecer~i.s" remained f i l e  s u m e ,  what theii would have been the  procedure relative to 
the office of Grand Chaplain, cre:itvd in May, 1775, vacant from 1777 t,o 1780. 
filled in 1781, vacant :igain in 1782. 3 and 4. and once more filled in  1785 ? 
Would the  bye-law legalising the office in 1775 need to be cancelled in  1777, 
re-enacted in 1781, cancelled again in 1782, and re-enacted once more in 1785 ? 

With regard to the milking of now Bye-liiws. etc.,  the Bill is definit,ely 
clear t ha t  such made i i t  one meet,ing were not binding i i~ i t~ i l  they were confirmed 
at. the  next meeting. The Roy:d Charter is not. so clear t ha t  confirmation would 
be necessary f\k t h e  subsequent m e ~ t i n g .  I t  appears to me tha t  a new bye-law 
could be agreed to,  afterwtirds re~icl over and approved ;it the same meeting. 

Two of the figures associated with the Incorporation proposals-t'he Duke 
of Beaufort, Grand Master, and Thomas French. Grand Secretary-had been 
concerned, with others, in 1767, in il-regnlarly 'obtaining by purchase t,he Charter 
of TAoclge No. 3 ,  meeting a t  the S u n  and Punch Bowl. and using the Charter thus 
obtained :is authority for a Lodge known as the Lodge of Friendship. This 
irregularity was reported to the Cornmitt ee of Chiirity, which deferred a decision 
as to the illegality or otherwise of the action, " but as  a mark of high respect 
to J I i s  Grace t,he Duke of tieanfort and  the Noblemen sind Honourable Gentlemen 
meeting under t he  name of the Lodge of Friendship and in consideration of their 
being very young masons [ i t  was ordered], tha t  the Constit,ut,ion of No.  3 sh;ilI 
remain with them, even tho'  i t  should appear upon further enquiry that  this affair 
hrtth been t ~ m s a c t ~ e d  coutnu-y to the Con~t~i tu t ion ,  bu t  a t  the same time resolved. 
thiit t>his shall not  be looked upon as a Precedent for the future on any account 
whatever ". At the  next meeting of the Conirnittee of Charity this action was 
confirmed, except that  part  relating to Bro. French. ITe was not exonerated until 
he had formally apologised it1 Grand Lodge. 



At. the meeting when French made his submission the Duke of Beaufort 
wns elected Grand blaster. A year afterwards the office of Grand Secretary 
became vacunt. imd the Duke appointed French to tha t  office. 

I t  would be interesting t'o learn if any others specially concerned in urging 
Iiicorpori~tioi~ were associated with the Duke of Beaufort, and Thomas French in 
their  action regarding the a~quisi t~ion of the Charter of No. 3 .  

I t  is re;iso~i;ibIe to suppose th:it the circumstances :itte~iding the irregularity 
and t'he manner in which i t  was subsequently dealt with would he better known 
and underst,ood by the  London Brethren tlian those of the country. I wonder 
if i t  had any influence oil opposition to Incorporation. Certainly the opponents 
were very largely London Lodges and Brethren. 

Bro .  G. Y .  JOHSSOS, of York, u'rifc>:- 

Ill the first place, may I congratulate Bro. G r a ~ ~ t ~ h a m  on his excellent 
-pa.per 1 l i e  has made very good use of the papers left by the late Bro. lfakins, 
"frir better than T could have done personally. JTe lias p1:iced all the evidence 
before us. 

In  t,racing the hishory of a dispute i t  is always difficult to find the 
commencementj, and T find that  in tlie preface of " An Address . . . by 
'Thomas Edmondos " it. is stated that  Earl Ferrers, the Grand Master, resigned 
because there wiis opposition to the building of a hall. As  Eiirl Ferrers resigned 
in 1763, the opposition must have commenced on or before t,h;it date. The 

paragriiph is :is follows :- 

Some niidiscerniiig persons, during this recess. took the' opportunity. I 
believe, from rnisrepresentntion, privately to oppose the design of a 
hall, and dispersed the indigist.ed motion among inferior lodges, that  
the cl i ;~ntable fund in the grand treasurer's h;incls, would be exhausted 
and los t  i n  the undertaking. This, however, as being totally false 
and ill-grounded, might have been refuted, but  so ungrateful m d  un- 
generous a presumption being partially given out, and communicated 
to Earl Ferrers, he bocume very justly dissatisfied, and withdrew, at. 
least for thiit time, his glorious intended nmnificence; so the whole 
design was thereupon frustrated. 

By the wily, this Address by Thomas Edmoiides was deliverrd in 1763, but 
not pnblish~d until 1766, three years afterwards; the re:ison th:it it was then 
published was, in  our modern phraseology, ' for propaganda purposes ', showing 

-^that the opposition must have been increasing. The paragraph is as follows :- 

I have often since been st4rongly solicited to lay the address before the 
public, n~twit~hstnnding the little prejudice. raised by ill-founded 
opinions, relitlive to the building, with an  intent ,  not only to clcar 
up to general s:itisfaction, the grand iiitentioiuil scheme (coimmmicated 
by the address only to the gentalemen who were then ;it the lodge.) but  
to manifest such a conviction to the world, tha t  Masonry in itself is an  
exalted and desirable science. 



I hiive read t.11rongli the paper :tiid made C O ~ ~ ~ ~ I ~ ~ S O I I S  with Bro. Nakins '  
papers and the  only point 1 c;iii ruise is t ha t  J3ro. Gr;illthiim states, after the^ 
Grand Lodge Meeting of 28th October. 1768, the Grand Secretary wrote to the 
Grand blaster and tlie Gr:md Master did not, reply until 11th February, 1769- 
' a somewhat tardy i i ~ k l ~ o ~ l e d g ~ ~ e ~ l t  " . The letter from the Grand Secretary 
to the  Grand Miister is undated. but Bro. Makins has a note to the  effect t ha t  
i t  follows a letter dated 14th Ja1111iiry. 1769, tha t  is about ten weeks after the  
Grancl Lodge Meeting. Tlie Grlind Mnster's reply to this letter is dated 11th 
February. 1769. about four weeks afterwards. The delay, therefore, seems t o  
have been on the Gland Secretiiry's part and not on tlie Grand Master's. 

Throughout the dispute the opposition expressed fear that  the Charity 
Fund  might be nsed to  defray the cost of incorporation o r  of the  building of t8he 
new 11;llI. 

That  this fear was well founded is shown by the Grand Lodge Minutes of 
18th April,  1777 : - 

Bro. Bottoniley 111:ide a. motion tha t  Â£100 should lie borrowed from 
the Charitable F u n d  of tlie Society :it the Interest of Â£ per cent. 

This was c'iirried. 

It is interesting to note tallat a t  the saille meeting the  expelled members 
of the Caledonian Lodge were reinstated. 

I n  the Grand Lodge .Minutes of 12th November, 1777, the  following motion 
wlis carried unanimously : -- 

That  the Drbt of .Â£l00 clue from the H;ill t o  the Charity Fund,  be- 
aunihil;ited, :ind tha t  tthe Interest due thereon to the Charity Fund do 
from henceforth cense. 

Both these Illiiuites are well-known and  they show tha t  tlie opposition were 
jiist~ified in their fear tha t  the Charity F u n d  might be raided. 

I t  has been a greiit pleasure to me to listen to Bro. Gramthain's paper. 

Bro. Ivor Grantham is to be congratulatecl in p l i i ~ i ~ g  before us a subject 
of unrecorded A'l asonic history of vit a1 import :inre and interest to the student, 
l i e  solicits contributions from sources which he has not  had t lie opportunit,y of 
investigating-Private Lodge records, which may :idd in soine sm;>ll measure 
information not found elsewhere. This prompts me to submit the  following :- 

From the  Ninut.es of the Provi11ci:il Gr:md Lodge of Cheshire : - 

1769 March 28. A grmid quarterly Comi-miiiication was held at. the- 
Coiicli & Horses Northgate Street Chester The Prov Gri111d Master 
(Alderman John.  Page) The Deputy (Ed Orme) and Provincial Grand 
officers, together with the Musters. Wardens of the four Chester Lodges. 
Each Jlustcr delivered i l  list of his Lodge and the Prov Grand Secretary 
read the  p l ; ~ u  sent to each Lodge, for " obtaining His Majestys Patent 
to Incorporate the said Society into a body inoorpor:ite for ever " which 
was done. Tlie Prov Grand Muster desired the Master of each 1,odge 
to  comply with the  directions therewith sent out ,  which they pomised  
to do. 



Minutes of the Lodge of Antiquity (Ancients), Wigan. Lancs. :- 

J;m. 1770. I t  is report,ed that  " the lVIoclern Grand Lodge 11;ive 
petitioned Parliament to grant- them a Charter of Incorporation. in 
order to give them the power and pleasure of punishing every Frecina>on 
in England thitt does not. p;iy fees to them. 

These two extracts :ire the only references I have yet found referring to ttlie 
subject iimougst the  various Lodge records of Liincashire and Cheshire that I have 
investigated. 

Fori?~ation of the Grand and Royal Chapter of Royal Arch Masons. 
One is prompted t o  cncpiire. wiis it by coincidence or design that  the Grand 

and Royal Chiiptm came into being :md activity during the troublesome ye:~rs of 
t h e  attempted Tncorporaiiou of Grand Lodge, the lending personages being pub- 
st,a9ut.i:illy the same in botch projecis? There is no doubt tha t  the Grand and 
Royal Chapter, first issuing R . A .  Warrants in 1769, was a protective measure 
against the Aiitients, and it provided menus whereby the Modern Mason could 
become ;L Royal Arch blason without being driven 1 0  the ~-iv:d cam]) for the 
purpose. One is inclined to go further niul speculate tha t  the Moderns being then 
provided for, both in Craft  ;md R . A .  Masonry, would have greater power i f  they 
could become :in incorporat,ed society and tlins induce a stronger following, .incl 
so weaken their Antient riv;ils. 

Sir Watkin Williams Wynn, inentio~~ed ;>S a strong supporter of the scheme 
and who signed the import;int Bond. was present :at tlie Provincial Griind Lodge 
(the Royal Chester Lodge) held :it Chester. March 281.11, 1769-the s:iiiie day that  
1 he question of 1 ncorporat ion was discussed as I11 the above extract of 1finut.e~.  
H e  became a joining member of the Lodge the same d;iy. and for a large ininiher 
of years members of his family became members of the same Lodge at Chester. 

Sir John Chet.woocle, High Sheriff of Cheshire; John Stanley, Esq.. of 
Ilooton ; John Coiiw:iy GIvnne, Esq.. of IJarworden, eldest son of Sir John Glynne 
(his brother Stephen was g~i l~~df i i t l l ( l~ .  to Mrs. William Ewart G1:iclstoue) , I'hilip 
Egerton, Esq., of Egert,on :111cI Onlteu : R t .  l ion .  George .Tames, l::irl of 
Choliiiondley, and mimy ot,hers of the loci11 gentry, were members of the Royiil 
Chester Lodge a t  this peiiod. Sir Watkin William Wynn was liead of the 
wealthy family :it# Wyniislay. He married Lady Henrietta Somerset, fifth 
ditnghter of the Duke of lio:uifort, and he died in 1789 

J O H N  ALLEN was so closelv associated with all the legal side of Grand 
Lodge activities now under review that  some further notes may be of interest,. 

l i e  was the son of Ricliard inid Rachel Alien, of Bury, I1anc., i i  family 
whose names appeiir in the Registers of Bury Parish Clnn-c11 from 1617. Fie vms 
horn in 1741. appointed the fourth Prov. Grand Master of Lancashire (created 
1734) in 1769 a t  the age of 28, and held the appointment until Ins death in 1807. 

I l c  was an Attorney of Clements Inn,  ii11d spent his time between London 
and JVI anchester. H e  developed into one of the pre;itest 1'rovinci;d Gr;ind 
Masters of the eighteenth century, and during his 38 years of Provincial Griilld 
Mastership constituted a larger number of new Lodges in his Province tli;in any 
other P .G .M. ,  in f;ice of an alirost. equal success on the part, of the Antients. 

He is recorded ils being in  i11111ost coiist:~~it- attendance ;it. Griind Lodge and 
very often in office. Speaking of him in P r o v i n c k l  Warrant  c (-4 .(>.('.. 1928), 
Bro. Cart er says : - 

Active ils was Diinckerley in  the group of Provinces of which he ;iccepted 
responsibility, and undoubtedly beneficial to the Modern Gr;incl Lodge 
as was his influence. yet when one comes t,o look ; i t  the Provincial 
developments i n  Lancashire, his importance somewhat pales. 
Great as he was, he crimiot rightly be given the posit ion of + '  Father 
of the present race of Provincial Grand Nasters " as Sadler claims. 



In  1784 he subscribed Â£2 to t,he New Ifall Fund, and received the Hall  
Medal. 

J hi'ive no record where he wils initiated, and shall be glad to know of i t .  
H e  joined the Lodge of Antiquity No. 1 in 1768, and acted as Secretary. J .W.  
and S.W.  in 1769-1770. Served as Gr.md Steward 1769. Griind Stewards' 
Lodge 1769 to 1771 ; rejoined 1784, and declined in 1795. County Stewards' 
Lodge" joined April l l t .h ,  1791. Crown iind Rolls Lodge No. 16 (now Globe 
No. 23). joining member. 13ritt?inic Lodge No. 33. 

111 the "Royal Arch lie was exalted in London Chapter, November 13th. 
1765. Founder and Scribe E. of the Grand a n d  Royal Chapter, 1767, and 
signed the Charter of Compact :is Gr;iud Scribe E. This was missiiig for m:iny 
years and was discovered amongst his papers after  his death, and is now the 
cherished possession of Supreme Grand Chapter. 

111 1778 or earlier he was appointed " t o  be our Inspector General and to 
hold the Great Seal of our Order in Commission ' .  

l i e  w;is 1st Grand Supt. of Laiiciishire and Cheshire, 1778 or earlier. 

H e  secured four out of the first six Royal Arch W:irr:mt.s for his own 
Province of Lancashire. No. 2 for 3~hinchester. No. 4 for Burnley, No. 5 for 
Collie, and No. 6 for Bury. The last thrve are still working. 

At. G.rand Lodge Quarterly Communication on April 27. 1774, a Resolution 
was passed : " That Brother Alien do prepitre the proper conveyance of the  
Property in Grettt Queen Street ". 

l i e  was present a t  the Cieremony of Laying the Vovmclation Stone of 
Freemasons' Hal l  as Prov. Gr. Master of Lancs., and was also present :it the 
opening cerernoiiy on ]\lay 23. 1776. 

. l i e  was Tre:isurcr many years for Royal Somerset House Lodge No. 4 ,  :incl 
his lliime also ;ippe;irs :IS a member o f  the Committee of the Girls' School. 

Tt is to be hoped t11;it the activities 01' this brother will be more fully 
recorded iis they so fully deserve. 

I n  very corc1i;illy supporting the vote of thanks, may 1 avail myself of t he  
opportunity t.o correct a slight error (in column " thirteen ") tha t ,  in the list of 
fifteen Country Loclges which i11 1769 sent replies in favour of the Incorpor:ition 
Scheme, occurs the n:irne iiiid then nuniber 0 8 2 )  of what is now t'he Scientific 
Lodge (88). at C.unbridge; and,  a little further on, f i  letter in support of thatc 
concurrence is reproduced as e ~ ~ l a ~ l i i t i ~ ~ g f r o n l  Edward Barnes. writing (.presumably 
as Secretary) on behalf of " Lodge 182; a t  the Three Tuns Tavern. Cambridge l ' .  

I do not, dispute the :iut,lieiiticitjy of the document, bill would point out. 
tha t  the real Lodge 182, which subsequently became known as " Scientific Lodge ' '  
(now 88), and of which I am a P .M. ,  h a d  removed from t,he Three' Tuns in 1761 : 
and after a short sojourn :it the Blnck Bear had, during the ensuing eight years, 
been holding its meetings a t  the  Sun Inn-n tavern now defunct hut which stood 
in Trinity Street, on part of  hii it is now Whewell's Hostel. belonging to Trinity 
College. Tn April. 1769, the W.M. wiis Bro. William Ti rom:~~i ,  and the Secretary 
was Bro. John IT:[ t ~ i son  . The proposal fur Incorporat,ion was received from the 
authorities of Grand Lodge, was discussed on April 18tl1, and a t  the next 
meet'ing was unanimously tin-naJ don;n. As 1 1i;ive failed lo discover the name 



of Ec1w:ird Bilr11e~ in i ts  list of members, I can only siirmise t h a t  lie wrot*e on 
behalf of a different Lodge, which undoubtedly did then  meet a t  the  Three Tuns,  
ill Peas Hil l ,  but. had certainly no right t o  allege itself t o  be " Lodge 182 ". 
That  the Lodge a t  t he  S im was the  legitimate one is provable by t he  fact t ha t ,  
owing to a scliism between t h e  Lodges a t  tlie Sun  and  t h e  Black Bear (in 1761). 
t he  former was acknowledged by Gr:ind Lodge t o  lie t he  t rue  and  regular one. 
May 1 add tha t ,  tilt hough the  " Scientific " declined to support  tlic Incorporation 
Scheme, i t  did i n  1774 subscribe to the  Building F u n d  for t he  Ha l l  in  Great 
Queen Stlreet ? 

The Lodge must congratulate itself on a complet,e t reatment  of so i~nport ;ni t  
1 subject as  t ha t  of the  proposed Tncorponition of our  Society. The  matter  was 
one which particularly lends itself t o  lie dealt with by professional lawyers who, 
like J?ro. Diiynes ;111cI his  coiitiil~iator, possess the  sense of history. Of our  
late Jjro. Daynes, :is we listened t o  tJn1 paper to-night, we could feel " he being 
dead,  yet s1)eaketh " .  The  completion of his work could no t  have been placed 
in  fitter hands thiiii those of our  .Brother Granthani .  l i e  would huve us impute 
the  imperfections of his  paper t o  himself and its meri ts  t o  others. This is t r u e  
modesty, bu t  I more t han  suspect t h a t  what our  bro ther  would consider t o  be 
' imperfections " are  indeed some of those / i n : tnu f  i n  regard t o  which he, af ter  
having taken much trouble t o  inform himself, has  discovered t h a t  t he  documents 
he  1 ~ s  been in se;irch of ;ire not. t o  be found in the  archives where they might be 
expected t o  be. Anyone who h:-is engaged i n  research work cannot b u t  be aware. 
firstly, thiit " inipcrfcctious " or this kind arc evidences which go to show th:it. 
the  t reatment  of the  subject lias been as  complete as  circumstances perh:~ps will 
ever allow, and also t h a t  next to  a h;ippy discovery of historical i~lat~erials, this  
placing 011 record of an n ~ ~ s u c c ~ s s f u l  hun t  for them is of villue. I take i t  th:it  
what  Bro. Grantha i i~  has t~old us of the missing Caveat, is a n  instance of a praisc- 
worthy " imperfection ". 

Bro. Grantham's  p ipe r  in i ts  full form in print  is a lengthy one. He is 
to  be congratulated on t h e  skill by which he  h:is abridged i t ,  so as  t o  be able to 
read tlie salient portions in Lodge to-night. Tn writing a paper t ha t  was hound 
t o  be so lnigtliy, the  writer must b:ive placed himself under  a self-denying 
ordin;ince, and resisted ;i temptation t o  t,ell us things about persons and lodges 
which arc of iuteiest and  importance. bu t  not  directJy relevant to the  subject of 
the  proposed Incorporation. Fo r  my own part,, I venture to think t ha t  the  
subject also requires to be viewed together with the  wider cont'ext of Masonic 
history of tlie times. The  Caledonian Lodge, for instance, seems to lii'ive hiid 
iin active interest in the  almost conte11ipor:iry tqroubles of the  Lodge which is now 
Antiqui ty No. 2. 

Then,  too, we should notice t ha t  several of the  movers for a n  incorporation 
were associated with one another  by rrt~mhership in a Lodge which, a t  a meeting 
held at the TJuitcJied I I o u ^ e  in  S t .  J;inies' St,. in Mi~ rch ,  1767, resolved to be 
called in fu ture  t he  Lodge of Fellowship. On t ha t  occasion Bro.  t he  H o n .  
Chnrles Dillon, wlio seemingly had served tlie office of Worshipful Master for the  
sp:ice of one week, resigned his office in  favour of t he  Duke of Beaufort.  I must  
crave the  pardon of the  Brethren who are familiar with the  story of the  transaction 
by which the  ~ons t i t~u t i on  of Lodge No. 3 p:issed into the  hands  of :i body of 
young and highly connected Masons. if 1 repeat facts which are familiar t o  them. 



Those who have studied our  Bro. Henry  Sadler's T/toima. D n n c / ~ / * / q /  will perhaps 
recollect t ha t  in  1755 the  Lodge meeting a t  the  (!co~.!/e, Grafton Street ,  near  
Newport Market [now Lodge of Friendship], made good i t s  chum to  be placed 
a s  No.  3 on the  Grand  Lodge list, thereby defeating t he  claim t o  that. position 
made by the  Lodge a t  the  F^// CI . I? ( /  B((?! [now Fort i tude and Old Cumberland. 
No. 121. The victorious Lodge was in fact  the  third ( the  Apple  Tree, in  
Charles St. ,  Covent G:u'den), wliicli had been one of the  four  t ime  iinir.eiiioria1 
Lodges which in 1717 had co-operated in the  formation of Grand  Lodge. While  
meeting a t  t,he Sir/in ;it, lIainpste:icl in 1733, it appears t o  have amalgami~ted 
with itself the  Lodge at tlie f'a-stif-, Highgiite. which in  1731 appears t o  have been 
founded a s  Ã §  " country " c o ~ ~ l t t ' r - p i ~ r t  t o  two sister Lodges-the Bear and ILusrow 
a n d  the  University Lodge-perhaps after tlie precedent of the  Lodge a t  the  
Go?d Sp/.-<'.S <-it ITampstead, of which Bro. Anthony [Rrown]. Viscount 
Montague and Bro. Lord Teynham were &I:isters in  succession. Af te r  a 
brilliant period of working under Master Clare (died 1751), this  Lodge, which 
had  moved from t h e  S / t / ~ ! i t ~ ( ~ ~ t / ~  l l cnd ,  M;irlborough Street ,  held i t s  meetings in  
1761 a t  the  , S ' I I / /  mid launch / ? o I ~ / ,  High l lolborn.  Six years later the  Lodge 
secms to have fi~lloii into decay. Now T think t ha t  what  happened was not  
without a t  least one precedent. T surmise thitt about the  yefir 1728 the Lodge 
t h a t  met  a t  Free .}fason.< (-'offee / / O M . S C ,  New Belton S t .  (Q.(.'..-l ., X . ,  43). had 
fallen into abeyance. No doubt tlie existence of its Constitution provided :in 
opport unity of providix~g an  important Lincolnshire Brother, Sir  Cecil Wray  , 
with a Master 's Chair and a sphere of work in  London, and  also Bro. Sir  Robert  
Lawley with the  means of organising his Grand Stewards. Instead of constituting 
1 new Lodge, the  expedient seems to have heel1 adopted of bringing in  new 
members in to  a Lodge no longer able to support i t s  existence. On t he  23rd of 
February, 1767, t he  Lodge a t  the  h c h  h i d  admitted the  following brethren - 

Bro. tlie Hon .  Charles Dillon 
, , Roliind JIolt 
, . Thos. Dunckerley . Esq. 
, . Tlios. French 
, , Capt,. Bn-nard 
, , tJii111es Gii l lo\~?~\y 
. Robert lirown 
, , John  Erringtoii.  Esclr. 

, , Hoiiry Erring1 ou,  Esq' . 

On the  4th of M:ircli, the Lodge" resolved to tr.nisfer its venue t o  t he  
7'/ / (1tc/1e^ f / o i ( . s e  in  S t .  James  S t . ,  and with t4he consent of the  officers and  
brethren the  Master resigned his office, itlid Bro. Dillon was set in his place with 
131-0s. French and G i ~ l l o w a ~  as respectively his Senior ancl Jun io r  W:iidens, imd 
IJro. Dunckerley us P.3I. Fourteen brethren,  including t,he Fhike of Be:nifort 
and  Lord Wenm:iii, were' elected joining 11 cnibet's. ;incl the  P u n d ,  h,! brethren 
resigned on the  ground t ha t  the  7'/1.~1trJieil fin'-e wiis too fa r  from their several 
pl:~ces of abode. Theye brethren,  who seceded iu goodwill, a few months later 
were constituted in whiit is now the  Lodge of Honour and Generosity, No.  165, 
af ter  having, so Ijro. Sadler tells us, liti~de a clear profit of twenty-six guineas 
by the  sale of their rrgalia. Ero.  Sacllc'r could not see (p. 121) ' *  ei ther  harm 
or  illegality " in this transuction, but a t  a significantly large meeting of t he  
Committee of Chari ty held on 8tli of A1,ril, 1767, on t he  recomn~cnd:ition of 
Bro. Salter,  the  D.G.IVI., in t he  Chair,  it. w:is resolved t ha t  " :IS a mark  of 
high iespcct to  his Grace the  l luke of Beaufort and other noblemen itncl IIononr-  
able Gentlemen who meet under  the name of the  Lodge of Friendship, :incl hi 
consideriition of their being very young I\J;isons, lh; t t  the  Constitution, No.  3, 



should remain with them, even tho' it should iippear upon further inquiry that  
this affair hath been transacted contrary to the constitutions-but a t  the same 
t.imc resolved that  this should not be looked upon as i i  Precedent for the future 
on any account, whatever ' '. 

We. can thus see tha t  t8he project of incorporation, set on foot by Lord 
Blaney, came to lie championed by the members of t,he Lodge of Friendship. 
Now as to their youth :ind some other part,iculnrs. 

1 .  Henry [Somerset], 5th Duke .of Beaufort, wiis born 16th October, 
1744. He was a ncpliew of Henry the 3rd Duke, who 11;icl been 
one of the principal supporters of the Jacobite' pause in England, 
but died on 24th February, 1746. 

2. Charles Dillon [12th Viscount in Sept., 17871 wiis born 6th November, 
1745, and was the son of Henry. l l t h   isc count, Col. Proprietor 
of the Regiment de Dillon in the  French Service, who in October, 
1744. in:irried Lady Charlotte Lee, eldest duughter of George 
Henry, 2nd Earl of Lichfie1d.l Dillon, T believe, uttitined the 
honour of being elected a Fellow of t-he Royal Society before he 
liad passed the age of twenty-two. 

Ill Bro. Graiit11;~iii's paper, Bro. Sir Watkin Willianis-Wyiiii, the 4th Bar t . ,  
is referred to. H P  was the eldest, son of that  ardent Jacobite of the same name, 
who died 26th Sclpt.. 1749, in consequence of injuries sust,ained by a fall from 
his horse. Jn  1769 he married Lady Henrietta Sonimerset, a sister of the Grand 
Master Ilnke of Heaiifort. 1 pass on to notice Robert Edward, 9th Buron Petre. 
He was born in 1742, iind his mother was Lady Anna 3Iari:i Barbara. Radcliffe, 
daughter of t'liat third Narl of Derwentwater who was executed in 1716 for his 
share in the f:imous " 15 l ' ,  and who by some guessers wits identified with 
" Haruouester ", the  first Griindmnster in France. The mother of the ill-fated 
L'arl of Derweiit.water w:is Lady Mary Tudor, a daughter of Charles 11. by 
Moll Davies. Perhiips T have said enough to show that  the insinuation made in 
Parliament to t he  effect tha t  the incorporation of the Masonic Society might afford 
a precedent for an incorporation of Jacobites could seem to have some foundation. 

The Radcliffes and the Petres were already connected, by the marriiige 
,of Lady btary Tudor Radcliffe, sister of the 3rd Eiirl of Derweiitwater. to 
Williani Petre, of Stanford Rivers. Dr. Radcliffe, who appears ay a member 
of the Lodge ;it the Ship without. Temple Bar in the 1725 list., appoiirs in the 
Regist,er of English Roman Ciitholic Jurors, 171 5 (Estcourt ancl Payne's edition, 
p. 176) us once occupying a house in Bloomsbury Square, which the famous 
Jacobite, Doctor John  Meade, afterwards tenanted, and t,his appears to be the 
house that  belonged to Lady 31iiry Radcliffe [Lady Petre]. I t  stood a t  the 
corner of Powis PLice, in Great Oimonde Street,, and in that street, in 1722. 
l)r  Stukeley was residing. 

As  to Lord Tpynhum in the genealogical table, I find thut one of his 
descendant S was mimed " Cadwillader Bl:zney ". Evidently there was a rather 
compact group of noblemen-masons. The Lord Teynham who was blaster of the 
Lodge at the fioJdc.n. ,S'pil ies did not conform to the Church of England, ulthough 
his father had done so. His so11 conformed :incl the fiimily became Anglican. 
Dillon conformed in 1767. The Erringtons who appeiir in the paper were, I 
take it,  members of the well known Yorkshire R0111iin Catholic family. Henry E. 
comes into Miss Pr t re ' s  / , i f6 <jf file ninth Lord P e t r e .  

1 A member o f  the Lodge sit the White Bear at Bath.  H i s  mother was a 
daitghter of Charles 11. by Barbara Villiers, and sister to the First Duke of Grafton. 





Sir John Webb Bart. = Mary, da.  and heiress of John Blomer 
of Odstock. I of Hatherop, whose mother was Maria 

Browne, da. of Anthony, 2nd Visct. 
l Montague. 
l 

(1) Hclcn. da. of Sir = Sir John Webb = 2. Barbara,  da. and sole heiress of John 
Richard Moore d. 1745. Lord Belasysc. 2nd son of Visct. 
of Fawlcy. Hants. Bart. Fauconbcrg. 

= 6th Anthony, Visct. 

Montague. 
Grand 
Master. Winifred = William 

1732. Webb Frankland 
of 

Richmond. 

I l . Mabella, da. = ~ o h k  Webb = Anne. da Sir  Thornas Anna = James ~ a r ~  = Jarnes Barbara 

1- l 
- --- 

John Anna Maria = Robert James 
l 

James = Maria, illeg. = H.R.H. William Henry. Duke 
Titular 4th Earl of Barbara 1 8th Baron Petrc 2nd Earl da. of Sir E. of Gloucester.1 
Derwentwatcr. D. Radcliffe. D. 1742. Waloole. 

of Sir Henry d. 1745. of Henry Wcbb Maria 
Tichbnrnp. 45. 178. 8th Baron Bart. Webb 

Bart. Teynhani D. 1763. 

l l l 
Robert Edward Elizabeth = Georgc Charlotte = Gcorgc. 4th Anna = Lord Hugh 

9th Baron Petre. Laura 4th Earl Maria Duke of Horatia Seymour 

Raddiffe 1st Earl  of Webb 
3rd Earl of Waldcgravc. 

Derwentwater. whose mother 
Executed 1716, ~ was Henrietta 

da. of James 
11. by Arabella 

Churchill. 
I 6 .  24. 

G. Master. 
D. 1801. 

of Walde- 
grave. 

Grafton. 

Numbers ~ ~ i u l e r  mimes refer to page'. in G r a ~ u t  Lotlgc Minutes nud Lists. ().@A., S .  

l ludc  a Mason in 1766. Died 2 Aug. ,  180.5. 



Bro. Grantham writes : -- " The older of the two Caledonia11 Lodges, 
constituted in 1761, was removt~r! from the Roll in 1785 ; the younger, constituted 
in 1764, is still in existence and is now numbered 314 ". To Brethren who 
study the 1885 edition of Gould's Hi.>-io~y (vol. ii., pp. 422-23). a difficulty will 
present itself. Referring to William Preston, Bro. Gould writes : -" Soon after 
his arrival in London, a number of Bretliren from Edinburgh attempted to 
establish a Lodge (in London) under the sanction of a constitution from Scotland. 
Lest, however, such a griint should interfere with the jurisdiction of the Griind 
Lodge of England, i t  was iigrecd (1762) to refuse thoir request. But the Gr:incl 
Lodge of Seot1:uid offered to recommencl them to the \A 'nt'ientl Grand Lodge of 
England, who granted them a. dispensation to form ci Lodge and mnke masons. 
Preston was the second person initiated under this dispensation, and the iissociated 
brethren were afterwards constituted into a. lodge (No. I l l )  by the officers of the 
Antient Grand Lodge in person, on or about. April 20, 1763. After meeting 
successively a t  the Horn Tuvern, Fleet Street ; the Scots I-Tall, Blackfriiirs . mid 
the l la-lf Moon, Che:apside. the members of No. 11 ]-at the instanoe of Willinin 
Preston-petitioned for ii charter from the ' Regular ' Grand Lodge, a n d  the 
lodge w;is soon after constit,ut,ed a second time in Ample Form, by the name of 
tJhe ' C'aledoniiiii ' Lodge, under which name il still exists (No. 134), 011 J'Iiiy 21. 
1772 ". Bro. Gordon Hills, in his Prestonian Lecture (A .($.C., xli.. p. 165), 
writes : -" 'Brother Preston nnd some other menders, dissatisfied witlh the status 
of their governing body, soon became members of ;I  "Lodge meeting a t  the Talbot, 
in the Stqrand, under the other [Modern] Grand Lodge of England, and prevailed 
on their friends of No. l l l of the Ancients to transfer their allegiance to the 
older Gr:ind Lodge. So, under the Grand ^Mastership of Lord Blaney. and for 
a second time, the Lodge was constituted in innple form as  No. 325 ' the 
Calcdoniiin Lodge '. under which name it still flourishes as No. 131 on the Roll 
of Gnind Lodge to this day ". The founders of Preston's Mother Lodge had 
been Scotch, but,  if we could set " Mac '" ' befoie t.lieir names. Ephriiim Gottlieb 
l ln l ler ,  Tenbrocke, Vestenburg, De l i i  Coste. Vierol are not convincing :as 
Scotchmen. The place of their assembly is tlhe 1I:ilf Moon, in Cheapside. 
rfhis wiis the tavern which, after the Fire of London. replaced the Mermaid. 
The present Mecca CfafV, represents the entrance to it from Cheapside, while the 
miirk of the Saddlers Company, to be seen on Nos. 44 and 4 4 ~ ,  Gutter Lane, 
perhaps represents the bilck entrance. The Horn, in Fleet Street, is represented 
to-day by Anderton's Hotel. 

The 2nd Duke of Gi';ifton was " iidmitted and sworn " in the Horn Lodge, 
Westminster, now No. 4,  on Feb. 8th, 1730. the Duke of Richmond presiding 
( A  .f,Ã ('.. xxxix., p.  109). 

Our Bro. Grantham's associations are to our unmeasurable regret leading 
him beyond the seas, but we do not doubt tha t  his residence in a land so rich 
in the vestiges of a mighty past will effect perhaps a change in the  selection of 
his sublects of research, but not an abeyance in Ilia contributions to the labours 
of our Lodge. We wish liim God-speed. 

For the patient hearing and friendly reception accorded to t,his paper I 
express my thanks. 

As Bro. Firminger has correctly surmised: the temptation to enib;n-k upon 
side issues was great ; hut biographical sketches of persons and historical notes of 
Lodges were deliberately omitted, in order to avoid undue interruption of the 
r r a t i v e  iind t,o keep the lengtJh of the puper within due hounds. Addition:il 
details of this nature iire ~ievert~heless most welcome by wtiy of comment ; iind 



my thanks ;ire therefore due to the Master and to those other brethren whose 
valuable contributions are printed above. 

Bro. Jolinson. from the niaiiliscripts left by the late Bro. SLikins. has 
gleaned further facts which throw an interesting light upon the initial and final 
stages of the dispute. 

Bro. Coulthurst, in tthe course of 111s roiiinicnts, alludes to the fact that  
the :}fodefn Grand and Koyal Chapter wiis established a t  the period of the  
proposed incorpor:i tiou of the Modern.', the promoters in each instance being 
substantially the same, and advances the suggestion that  both projects n.ay have 
been intended to strengthen the posit ion of the Mo(!l~v~tt i in t,heir struggle against, 
tlie -4 ~lticnts-an inference which I t400 feel inclined to draw. 

Bro. Williams, in  somewhat dramatic fashion, advanced the proposition 
that  our Society is in fact :ilready a corporclte body, and in support of his 
ingenious theory rluoted t h e  grant of firms t o  t ~ l ~ c ~  United Grand Lodge of England 
in the year 191 9.  Neither this grant. nor the authorities referred to by Bro. 
Willianls. had escaped my notice when this p:iper was in course of preparat'on: 
but this grant of arms in no w,iy purports to confer incorporiition upon an  
unincorporat~ecl body, nor, i n  my view, are there tiny passages in this instrument 
which presuppose or recognise a corporiite n;iture alrendy existent either in the 
Society at 1:lrge or in its governing body. Incorporation c:innot be thrust, 
iinsought, upon ail! body of persons ; and Frecm:isoiis since 1770 have f01~111~11iited 
no request for such :I change in status. The possession of a seal is likewise no 
criterion of incorporation. The In11 of Court to which T have the honour to 
belong is not an incorporated body, i ~ n d  yet this Tun, like the three other Tnns 
of Court, is in possession of i i  seal. T f  Grand Lodge, or the Society at large, 
is in fact a1re;iclv a corporate body, it is singular tha t  it. is still requisite for  
property belonging to the Society to be 1eg:illy vested in Trustees. It is true 
that  incorporation may bp i l~qi~i red  by prescription, :is is mentioned a t  the 
conclusion of my paper: lint no such claim was made in the eighteenth century 
when every poysible argument wiis being advanced in f ~ r t ~ h e r a n c e  of the plan. 
Presumably i t  was realised t i t  tha t  period that any such claim was devoid of all 
foundation. I t  can hardly be suggested to-day that the passage of time since 
then has in tiny way affected this issue. 

Bro. Sykes h i ~ s  raised a series of interesting quest,ions with respect to the  
uppoiiitnimt. of Grand Officers, HP dr:iws iittention to the fact tha t  the proposed 
Royal Charter specified the constihition of Graud Lodge and enlimeraled t1.e 
offices tro be filled; Bro. Sykes then iisks: " What  would have been the position 
on the creation of new Grand Offices? " I t  is true tha t  Grand Lodge was to b e  
given " full Power t,o 111iikt3, constitute :ind ordain such Stat<utes. Bye-Laws and 
Ordiniinces as shall appear to them t,o be good. and necessary and expedient for  
the Government, Order and Reg~l~ i t~ io i i  of the said Society " : but  statutes, by- 
1:iws and ordinances en;ictJed by virtue of this provision would have had to be 
consistent with the terms of the' Charter, and a regulation purporting t o  
extend the number of Gnind Officers would, I suggest), have been inconsistent 
with the Charter and therefore n!f'ru n r r s .  Had tlie Charter been granted. 
occasion would no doubt 11;ive arisen before long for the conferment of 
honours upon deserving brethren: the office's in Grand Lodge being limited 
t)o those specified in the Charter, one may well pict(ure the  creation of some 
honollr an:tlogo~is to the prcse~it-day Loi1d011 Ritnk- 13ro. Sykes writes: Had 
the Charter been obtained m d  .s1/7;.s'(>(//niti t t'! ortt t~ re)ii(fined tht ,wni ,c ,  wh;i t, then 
would have been the procedure . . . ? " in certain specified circumstances. 
Such an hypothesis opens up :i vast field for speculation, into which I must 
resolutely decline to be drawn. 

Re-iterating my thanks for flu- reception accorded to this piper,  T leave 
e;ich of my readers to indulge in this form of specu1:ilion to his l ~ e a r t ' ~  content 


