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Quatuor Coronati Lodge of A.F.& A.M., London

No. 2076

VOLUME LXIII

Festival of the Jour Crowned dartyrs

TUESDAY, 8th NOVEMBER, 1949

n HE Lodge met at Freemasons' Hall at 430 p.m. Present:—Bros. J. Heron
Lepper, B.A., B.L.. P.G.D., P.M., Treas., as W.M.: Lt.-Col. H. C. Bruce
Wilson, O.B.E., P.GD., SW.; H. C. Booth, PAG.D.C. JW.: C. D.
Rotch, P.G.D., S.D.; I. R. Rylands, M.Sc., J.D.; S. Pope., P.Pr.G.Std..
Kent, 1.G.; Rev. H. Poole, B.A., F.S.A., P.AG.Chap., P.M.. Sec.; Lewis
Edwards, M.A., F.S.A.,. P.A.G.Reg., PM., D.C.; and Wing-Cmdr. W. 1.
Grantham, O.B.E.. M.A., LLB., PDS.B.,, PM.; Col. F. M. Rickard.
P.G.D.. P.M.; N. Rogers, PPr.G.D.. Lancs.. E.D.; J. R. Dashwood,

P.G.D.; and A. E. Evans, C.B.E.

Also the following members of the Correspondence Circle:—Bros. F. L. Bradshaw,
C. F. Sykes, N. M. Schulman, J. Kimber, P. A. Turner, L. W. Marsh, A. E. Coles, C. M.
Rose. H. Lewis, F. Bernhart, C. des Graz, D. Hall, W. M. Martin, F. H. H. Thomas.
P.A.G.D.C.. A. F. Hatten, W. E. Baker, G. D. Elvidge, K. H. Bole, N. G. W. Walker.
P. Roebuck, the Hon. Peter Vanneck, H. Johnson, J. Rodgers, A. P. Smith, J. D. Daymond,
H. J. Crawford, F. V. Hazell, H. W. Crampin, B. Foskett, C. D. Melbourne. B. E. Jones,
R. A. N. Petrie, F. M. Atkinson. J. J. Gerry, E. Alven, A. M. R. Cann. H. A. Hartley.
S. E. Ward, and A. P. Ford.

Also the following Visitors:—Bros. G. H. Schubert, 155, Pennsylvania ; J. H. Stringer,
Lodge 1287 ; and F. J. Whyte, Lodge 1579.

Letters of apology for non-attendance were reported from Bros. W. Jenkinson,
P.Pr.G.Sec., Armagh: J. A. Grantham, P.Pr.G.D., Cheshire ; G. Y. Johnson, J.P.. P.AG.D.C..
P.M.: Wallace E. Heaton, P.G.D., P.M.: H. H. Hallett, P.G.St.B., PM.; E. H. Cartwright.
DM., B.Ch., P.G.D.; and W. Waples, P.Pr.G.Reg.. Durham.
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The Acting Worshipful Master read the following:—

IN MEMORIAM
ARTHUR CECIL POWELL

Brethren.—Since our last meeting. death has claimed our senior member and Past
Master, in the person of R.W.Bro. Arthur Cecil Powell, who died on 20th October at the
age of 8l1.

Bro. A. C. Powell was born in Bristol on 3rd May, 1868, and educated at Blundell's
School, Tiverton. His business life was spent in the family glass-making firm of Powell and
Ricketts ; and he became a leading figure in Bristol business, where he was at one time
President of the Chamber of Commerce. He was also a Past Master of the Society of
Merchant Venturers, and a Past President of the Colston Society.

Bro. Powell was initiated at the age of 21 in the Royal Sussex Lodge of Hospitality.
No. 187, Bristol, of which he was the W.M. in 1896 ; and he belonged to no other Craft
Lodge until he joined Quatuor Coronati. He was made Prov. Senior Grand Warden of the
Province of Bristol in 1904, and in 1907 he became Prov. Grand Treasurer, an office which
he filled for many years. In the Grand Lodge he was honoured with the rank of Junior
Grand Deacon in 1918, and in 1941 he was appointed Prov. Grand Master of Bristol.

He was exalted in the Chapter of Charity. No. 187, in 1891, and became its First
Principal in 1901. For the Provincial Grand Chapter he acted as Treasurer for some years,
his service in that capacity being interrupted for one year, when he held the rank of Prov.
Grand Third Principal. In 1918 he was appointed Past Assistant Grand Sojourner ; and in
1941 he became Grand Superintendent for the Province of Bristol.

In the Mark degree. Bro. Powell was advanced in Baldwyn Lodge. No. 183. Bristol,
and occupied the chair of that Lodge in 1898. He became Prov. Grand Treasurer in 1897,
and continued in that office until 1910, when he was appointed Prov. Grand Master. In
1902 he was honoured in Grand Mark lLodge with the rank of Grand Standard Bearer. He
was elevated in the Royal Ark Mariners degree in the Kent Lodge, London, and later became
a member of the Harris Lodge, Bristol.

Bro. Powell was installed in the Baldwyn Preceptory (K.T.) in 1891. and occupied the
highest office in 1898. He was also a member of the Cotteswold Preceptory. Cheltenham,
of which he became Preceptor in 1915. He was honoured in Great Priory in 1910 with the
rank of Great Standard Bearer, becoming at the same time Great Admiral in the Order of
Malta. In 1912 he was appointed Prov. Prior for Bristol and Gloucestershire. and Knight
Commander of the Temple.

In the A. and A. Rite, Bro. Powell was perfected in Baldwyn Chapter. Rose Croix.
in 1892, and was M.W.S. in 1897 and 1898. He was appointed Inspector General of the
District of Baldwyn in 1912, and in the following year he was advanced to the 33°. He
became a member of the Royal Order of Scotland in 1912

He joined our Correspondence Circle in 1902, and became a member of the Lodge
in 1912, reaching the chair of the W.M. in 1917. '

Bro. Powell's Masonic activities were largely confined to the Province of Bristol: and
his contributions to Masonic research were also almost entirely devoted to the very rich field
offered by that locality. His great work, the History of Freemasonry in Bristol. written in
collaboration with Bro. Joseph Littleton, was published in 1910. For his Inaugural Address
as Master of this Lodge, he chose as his subject some French MS. rituals of 1787 in the
possession of his beloved Province and their relation to some of the many peculiarities of
the * Bristol Working ™ ; and one of his major contributions to our Transactions was a
paper on Freemasonry in Bristol. delivered in 1936.
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Advancing years made the visits of Bro. Powell to Great Queen Street rarer. and it is
a good many years since we have secen him at a meeting of this Lodge : indeed, to some of
the junior members he can be little more than a name. but others, among whom [ am to be
reckoned, will never forget him for the invariable kindness he displayed when approached
for advice or information ; the memory will always remain with us of a very live, as well as
kindly, personality, and of his almost passionate devotion to the city in which his life was
spent.

Upon Ballot taken,
Bro. ROBERT JAMES MEEKREN., Gentleman. residing at Stanstead, Quebec, Canada.
Past Master. Lodge No. 5. Grand Lodge of Quebec,
was duly elected to Membership of the Lodge.

Two Lodges and Fifteen Brethren were elected to membership of the Correspondence
Circle.

Bro. Lt.-Col. H. C. Bruce Wilson, the Master-Elect, was presented for Installation,
and was regularly installed in the Chair of the Lodge. )

The following Brethren were appointed Officers of the Lodge for the ensuing year:—

Bro. H. C. Booth S.W.

. C. D. Rotch J.W.
J. Heron Lepper Treasurer
Rev. H. Poole Secretary

Lewis Edwards D.C.

J. R. Rylands S.D.

S. Pope 1.D.

N. Rogers LG.

It was proposed by the Worshipful Master. seconded by the Senior Warden, and
carried—" That W.Bro. Henry Hiram Hallett, Past Grand Standard Bearer, having completed
his year of office as Worshipful Master of the Quatuor Coronati Lodge, No. 2076, the thanks
of the Brethren be, and are hereby, tendered to him for his courtesy in the Chair and his
efficient management of the affairs of the Lodge: and that this resolution be suitably
engrossed and presented to him.”

The W.M. delivered the following:—
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INAUGURAL ADDRESS

RETHREN,—From the beginning of this Lodge it has always
been the custom that the newly-installed Master should give an
address, now known as the “ Inaugural Address”. During the
long period of the Lodge’s existence these inaugural addresses
have varied very much, both in length and quality: a con-
sideration of them in some detail was given by Bro. Radice in
his inaugural address three years ago. Generally, though not
always, they are connected either with Masonic Research in

general, or with the work or organisation of this Lodge in particular.

After the first Installation, the W.M., after his address, read a paper by
himself, which, he explained, was to fill a gap caused by another member having
been prevented from doing so. In the following year. 1888, a paper was read by
another member after the inaugural address, and this continued to be the practice
until 1897 inclusive ; though in 1892, after an inaugural address longer than usual,
only a very brief summary of the paper following was read, the paper when
printed in full occupying 194 pages: and in the following year the paper read
after a short inaugural address was for other reasons not printed. In 1898 the
practice of reading a paper after the inaugural address was discontinued, although
the address for that year was short and slight. Only once since that time has a
paper been given after the inaugural address, in 1902, when both the address and
the paper were short; and since that time, however short and unsubstantial the
inaugural address, it has never been followed by another paper. On one occasion,
when owing to the sickness of the Master-Elect there was no Installation, there
was, of course, no inaugural address.

This year, when the awaited last part of Vol. Ix of the Transactions of the
Lodge is in our hands, appears to be a suitable occasion to consider the form and
contents of these Transactions, officially called the Ars Quatuor Coronatorum,
popularly abbreviated to 4.Q.C.

The 60 volumes have the advantage of having preserved the same size
throughout. Some learned societies have jumped from 8vo to royal 8vo, or vice
versa, with separate 4to volumes of plates, which are a trial to the Librarian and
a hindrance to the possession of a complete series; and only those who have
looked through the whole series can form an estimate of the great extent and value
of the work done by the Lodge. In the printing of the interior of the volumes
there is no variation, except that Vol. i was printed in double column. At first
there are few illustrations, mostly in the text. The full-page illustrations gradually
increase in number. The illustrations accompanying the accounts of the Summer
Outing reached their peak in 1904 with 25 such plates iilustrating the visit to
Worcester. In 1916, Vol. xxix, the total number of full-page illustrations reached
the maximum number of 53, though owing to the number of illustrations and the
length of the papers the notice of the Summer Outing was without illustrations
and very brief. The cost of printing the volume was heavy, and the resulting
deficit caused much searching of heart and a resolve to reduce the length of papers
and the number of illustrations. And since that date the number of full-page
illustrations has been more limited, with a few exceptions, though the tendency to
fewer and longer papers has increased. As a general principle, it may be said that
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full-page illustrations, judiciously selected, tend to add to the interest, but also
substantially increase the cost of the volume, particularly at the present time.
The contents of the volumes may be grouped under 10 headings:—

Papers read in Lodge, with comments and author’s reply.
Papers communicated, but not read in Lodge.

Inaugural Addresses, read in Lodge, but with no comments.
Notes and Queries.

Chronicle.

Reviews.

Obituary.

Exhibits.

Summer Outing.

10. St. John’s Card.

1. Papers read in Lodge, with comments and author’s reply

It has been the custom from the commencement of the Lodge for a paper
to be read at every meeting. In the earlier years, two such papers were read at
the same meeting about once a year. In 1890 and 1891 this was not done, perhaps
because in 1890 a Special Meeting was held in September to welcome the Grand
Masters of Pennsylvania and Canada, followed by a * Ladies’ Night”, and in
July, 1891, there was another *‘ Ladies’ Night” to welcome American Visitors ;
only one more “ Ladies’ Night ™ has been held by the Lodge, in November, 1894.
In '94, 95 and ’99 also there was no second paper read on any night, but in 1898
there were two papers read on the same night at four meetings in the year.
Between 1902 and 1916 the reading of two papers on the same night occurs only
four times, and never after 1916.

Proof copies of the paper are sent in advance to members to facilitate
criticism, which can be given either personally or in writing. It has always been
made clear that opinions expressed in any paper are those of the author personally,
and in no way endorsed by the Lodge; and provided that the paper is not
irrelevant or entirely outside the scope of the Lodge, it is not excluded by the fact
that its theories are fantastic or untenable. The comments are, therefore, extremely
useful, and sometimes more interesting and more informative than the paper itself.
The author’s reply varies in length, according to the subject and the comments,
from a few lines to several pages. Members of the Correspondence Circle may
submit papers, and this has from time to time been done. The average length of
papers read in Lodge has increased, the longest being Bro. Radice’s excellent paper
on the Carbonari, which was given in four parts.

200 OV B L I

2. Papers communicated, but not read in Lodge

In the earlier years these are mostly short papers. The exception was a
series of papers on Masonic Celebrities by Bro. Gould, of which one of the longest
and most interesting, on Albert Pike, occupied no less than 41 pages in 4.0.C.
A few longer papers were given in instalments, mostly quite short. The most
striking example of this is an interesting paper entitled A Sketch of the Earlier
History of Masonry in Austria and Hungary, by Bro. Ladislas de Malczovich,
which totals about 78 pages, with some illustrations, and which is given in 10
instalments, of which the first is in January, 1891, and the last in June, 1896—a
procedure which seems hardly fair to the paper. After the decision in 1917 to
reduce expenses by shorter papers, there is a tendency for these papers to diminish
for a few years; but they are then resumed. They cover a very wide range of
subjects. As they have no comments attached they have to rely on the Notes and
Queries section for criticism.

3. Inaugural Addresses
These have already been referred to above.
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4. Notes and Queries

These include short criticisms on papers printed, as well as brief but some-
times valuable additions and corrections. Also a large quantity of miscellaneous
information on many subjects, which from their brevity are necessarily rather
scrappy, and which vary considerably in value. They constitute now a less
prominent feature than they did formerly, averaging from 10 to 20 pages annually
before the economy drive of 1917, and about half that amount after that time.

- 5. Chronicle

This consists of reports on Masonic matters in various countries of the
world. It originates in Vol. i as * Extracts from Correspondence, Notes, etc.,”
with items re South Africa, America, South America, Australia, Belgium, Burma,
France, Germany, Hungary, East India, Italy, Malta, Spain, Switzerland and
Turkey, as well as England, Scotland and Ireland, and with some matters of
interest. In Vol.ii it is called * Chronicle ”. After some years it steadily declines :
and after dragging out an anamic existence with dwindling material both in
quantity and quality it makes its final appearance in 1905, Vol. xviii. It is
questionable whether such a section should have any place in the Transactions
of a Lodge of Research.

6. Reviews

This forms throughout a valuable and interesting section of the Transactions.
It varies very much in length from year to year, according to the works reviewed
and the reactions of the reviewer.

In some cases the review is virtually a short paper on the subject by the
reviewer. And though different works are reviewed by different members, the
reviews are, with few exceptions, distinguished by intelligence and impartiality.
A reprint of these reviews in one or more volumes would make an excellent
directory to the numerous works reviewed, which would form a library on the
subjects with which the Lodge is concerned.

7. Obituaries

This falls into two groups—the separate obituaries, mostly of members,
and a few other Masonic celebrities, which sometimes extend to some pages, and
occasionally are accompanied by a portrait . and the general obituary notices,
which, with a few exceptions, are more or less brief.

8. Exhibits

The showing of exhibits of Masonic interest at Lodge meetings appears to
have commenced in 1891, and has continued to the present time. The permanent
interest of such exhibitions is much enhanced when illustrations of the articles are
included in the transactions, and this has been sometimes done, but is, of course.
restricted by the cost of producing illustrations.

9. Summer Outings

Since the commencement there has been an annual visit during the summer
to some place of interest. It was discontinued in 1917, probably owing to war
conditions, but resumed in 1920 ; again discontinued in 1921, and again resumed
in 1922. It was once more discontinued during the late war. The accounts of
these Summer Outings vary from extreme brevity to a full account, and from
profuse illustration to none. They have not usually any very definite connection
with Masonic research.

10. St. John's Card

This was a full list of all members of the Lodge and Correspondence Circle,
with a frontispiece, usually coloured, and a message from the W.M. 1In 1921 it
was decided, in the interests of economy. to cut down the St. John’s Card to a
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list of members joining during the past year, and so continues to the present time,
being sometimes no more than a single page.

As an illustration of the results which can be obtained by applying to the
volumes of A.Q0.C. the maxim of the second of the three distinct knocks in the
ancient and venerable exhortation. ** Seek and ye shall find ”, T propose in con-
clusion to give a brief sketch of the attempts to elucidate two subjects, which,
though very minor points in Masonic research, are useful examples of certain
methods of procedure.

~ The first of these is the attempt to identify that exceedingly elusive personage
Naymus Graecus. If no final solution has been reached, it is certainly not for
the want of trying. It is the subject of no less than nine papers, ranging from
one to twenty-nine pages, besides pages in other papers. Altogether it occupies
about 100 pages of-A.Q.C., scattered through many volumes.

The subject makes its debut in 4.0.C. as carly as Vol. iii, in 1890, in a
paper of 5% pages, by Wyatt Papworth, entitled, Naymus Graecus. An editorial
note states that the author is not a Mason, but that the paper “ may help to
stimulate the study of the question, * Who is the origin of Naymus Graecus ? *”

The most useful feature of the paper is the list which it gives of the various
spellings of the two names in the different MSS., on some of which suggested
identifications are based.

Of the first name there are variants taken from no less than 53 examples.
Of these, 23 are various spellings of the same name, Naymus or Namus—Naymus
eleven times, Namus six, Neymus three, Naimus one, Namos two—the rest being
Ninus and Nimus twice each, and Nainus, Namios, Namois, and Nemon each
once ; making a total of 30 examples commencing with the letter “ N . The 20
examples beginning with *M ™ are more imaginative and more varied. Minus
occurs four times, Mamon three, Mainmus, Mamus, and Manon twice each, and
Marcus, Magnus, Mimus, Mammon, Memon, Maymus, and Manimus each once.
The remaining two are Brahmins and Raymus.

Of the second name, 5SS examples are taken. Of these, no less than 38 are
various spellings of Graecus. Of the remaining 17. only two, Graccus and
Greitious, occur twice each, whilst the 13 occurring once each include Goventis,
Grenencis, Greaves, Green, and Grotius. Whatever the original form was, it
always appears in association with Charles Martel.

The paper is not long, but there is space left for two luminous suggestions.
The first of these is that Naymus Grecus might have been originally Pythagoras,
but the name being written badly it was misread as ‘‘ Nymasgroecus "—hence
Naymus Graecus. An appropriate criticism of this would be the remark attributed
to the Duke of Wellington, who, when he was accosted by a stranger in the street
with the words, *“ Mr. Smith, 1 believe ? ™ replied, ** If you believe that, you will
believe anything.”

The second theory takes quite a different line. It suggests that Naymus
Grecus is to be identified with Pére Soubise in the Compagnonage ; that this name
was a French adaptation of Sabazius, who, it is suggested, figured in that con-
nection in the original legend ; and that an “ Anglo-Saxon workman”, on the
legend being communicated to him, did not quite catch the name Sabazius, and,
asking for it to be repeated. was told that it was a Greek name—so, instead of
Sabazius. he wrote * Greek Name ", which was Latinised by some enterprising
scribe as ‘*“ Namus Graecus ”. In a later paper it is suggested that “ Namus
Graecus "= named the Greek ”. On the suggestion that ** Namus ”=‘Name "
or “ Named ”, one hesitates to speak disrespectfully, as in a later paper it had the
approval of the then Master of the Lodge as the most probable solution. The
coining of the Low Latin—the very low Latin—word ““ Namus " to signify either
the substantive ** Name " or the participle *“Named ™ is, in fact, very improbable.
We know that foreign words are often assimilated into a language by altering the
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termination ; in Romaic Greek we find such monstrosities as 7o cedfBuwpy for  the
sideboard ™, from the English word, and xauuwown for “ ham ”, from the French
** jambon 7, the word being impossible to write in Greek without borrowing a letter
from the Russian alphabet, when, in fact, there are good Greek words for the
same objects ; or in Russian, ** Eau de Cologne ”'. when used adjectivally as applied
to soap, is written “ odekolonnoye " : but all such are cases of the naturalisation
of a foreign word, and not the denaturalisation of a native word. It is true that
the scholars of the Humanistic period had a habit of Latinising all names, often
by adding the termination “ us " : a familiar example is the transformation of the
old German surname Faust, a German word meaning “fist ”, into the form
Faustus. But these scholars regarded Latin as their literary language. into which
they were naturalising words foreign to it, and, incidentally, they were not ignorant
of the fact that in Latin the word for “ name ™ is neuter and not masculine. It
is surely an anachronism to antedate their scholarship to the time of either Charles
Martel or Charlemagne, and to find it in a not very literate scribe of that period.

In this paper there is also an unfortunate misprint in an editorial note,
which reminds us that *“ Charles the Bold ” (sic), ** Emperor of Germany ~ in 875,
is not to be confused with Charles Martel. [t might have been added that Charles
the Bald, Emperor in 875, is not to be confused with Charles the Bold, the
celebrated Duke of Burgundy several centuries later.

The hope expressed by the Editor, that this paper would stimulate interest
and discussion on the subject, was very amply justified. At the same meecting in
the following year, 1891, the challenge is taken up by Bro. C. C. Howard, a
member of the Correspondence Circle from New Zealand, with a paper which he
confidently entitles Naymus Grecus Identified. Starting from the assumption that
the story means that the Masonry alleged to have been organised in France by
Charles Martel was of Greek origin, he introduces us to the ancient Nemausus,
later Nismes or Nimes, which, he suggests, was originally a Greek colony from
Marseilles. The author fills twelve pages with ** might have been ” and ** probably
was ", culminating in ° assertion with considerable confidence” that Naymus
Grecus represents Nemausian workmen descended from the original Greek colonists
—incidentally, Nemausus became a Roman colony in 121 B.c—and that as the
original Greek colonists of Gaul came from Phocea in Asia Minor, it is to that
country that we must look for the origin of Masonry, &c., &c., &c., &c.

The suggestion that ““ Naymus Grecus” is a collective equivalent for
*“ Nemausian Greeks ”, incredible as it is, is elevated to absurdity by the elaborate
structure of assumptions by which it is clothed—skilled Greek architects coming
from Asia Minor to Marseilles about 600 s.c., going thence to found a sub-colony
of Nemausus, later Nismes, which after nearly five centuries became a Roman
colony in 121 B.c., flourishing exceedingly for some centuries further under the
Romans, then successively sacked by the Vandals, the Visigoths and the Saracens,
occupied by the latter for a considerable period, during which the descendants
and representatives of the original Greek colonists absorbed from their latest
conquerors teatures of Hebrew tradition, blending it with the original esoteric
mysteries which they had preserved together with their traditional operative skill
brought by their ancestors from Asia Minor and preserved by them intact through
the various vicissitudes of their city for considerably more than ten centuries—all

this provides much material for friendly and tolerant correction or query in the
comments which follow.

Cleared of all this superstructure, the Nemausus suggestion is rather
favourably received in the comments. Alternatives suggested, that * Namus
Grecus ”” means ** Named the Greek ”, a form of which suggestion we have already
met, or that it is derived from Aquae Grani. the early name of Aix-la-Chapelle,
do not seem less improbable.



Inaugural Address. 9

A written criticism sent in later by Bro. John Yarker contains a characteristic
gem. Bro. Yarker writes: I quite believe that Bro. Howard has solved the
difficult question of Namus Grecus. 1 once visited Marseilles with a Greek
gentleman, who took me to the Town Hall to show me a large painting of the
original landing of the Greeks at Marseilles, and he was also careful to point out
to me that the general features of the inhabitants were still rather Greek than
French.” One might as well attempt to illustrate the uniform of an under-officer
in the Roman army in the time of Domitian from the figures of the four loyal
Christian platoon commanders as portrayed in the Isabella Missal Brit. Mus. Add.
MSS. 18851, with which we are familiar on the badge of this Lodge.

Two-and-a-half months later Bro. Howard’s paper produces a brief but
definite retort from Bro. S. Russell Forbes, confined to a single page, and entitled
“ Who was Naymus of the Greeks ? 7 Why * Naymus Grecus ” should be trans-
lated *“ Naymus of the Greeks ™ is not apparent. Bro. Forbes denies that Nemausus
was a Greek colony, though his quotation from Pliny referring to it as a Roman
colony hardly excludes the possibility of a small earlier Greek colony there. Bro.
Forbes considers that Naymus was a personal name. He quotes that there was
in Rome a Collegia for Greek exiles driven from Constantinople by the Iconoclasts
under Constantine Copronymus about A.D. 760 ; and suggests that from this
Collegia in Rome Charlemagne, on one of his visits to that city, engaged a skilled
Greek Mason called Naymus for his cathedral at Aix-la-Chapelle, whence he
passed into the service of Offa, in England, for the Abbey of St. Alban. This
suggestion has the advantage of simplicity and directness. for which reason,
perhaps, it has had less consideration than other more involved and extravagant
theories. The connection of Naymus with King Solomon’s Temple is explained
by Bro. Forbes as, of course, only figurative.

In a paper by Dr. Begemann on the Craft Legend, which appeared under
the date of three months later, the writer provokingly stops short at the Naymus
Grecus question, on which he promises to give his comments in a continuation
of the paper. It is unfortunate that this promise remained unfulfilled, as Dr.
Begemann’s conclusions are always well conceived. even though one may not
always agree with them.

A year later Bro. John Yarker again enters the lists with a brief paper
of less than two pages entitled, The Nismesian Theory and French Legend. Here
he brings up the twelfth century French Romance of * The Four Sons of Aymon ™,
in which two of the leading associates of Charlemagne are Solomon. called Solomon
of Brittany, and Duke Naismes, whom Bro. Yarker calls Duke de Naismes.. The
latter is afterwards killed at Roncevaux. Bro. Yarker concludes, that it remains
to be ascertained if there ever was a Duke of Naismes. Even if there had been
such a person as a Duke of Nimes in the time of Charlemagne, Bro. Yarker does
not explain how he could be used as the type and equivalent of the ancient
Nemausian Greeks, who, if they had survived the lapse of centuries and the
vicissitudes referred to above, would have been no more than a minutely small
and very close guild in the capital of his Duchy. In fact, the person referred to is
a mythical Duke of Bavaria called Namus, who was a prominent companion of
Charlemagne. If Bro. Yarker had not been so determined to make Namus Duke
.of Bavaria into a Duke of Nimes, he might have been able to point out that the
very frequent mention of this personage in the Charlemagne romances proves that,
traditionally at least, Namus was a proper name at that period, borne by a person
who figures as Duke of Bavaria ; and he might have quoted, for example, from the
account of the duel with battleaxes between the chosen champion of the Christians
and the Moors, in Ariosto’s Orlando Furioso canto 38 stanza 80 (I give the words
from Rose’s verse translation): “ And, of the axes, hath Duke Namus one, King
Salamon the other "——Solomon here being, of course, not the King of Israel,
but Solomon of Brittany, another of Charlemagne’s companions. This Namus
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is usually referred to as * Namus the Duke ": and if, as Bro. Forbes suggests, a
Greek architect brought from Rome by Charlemagne for his cathedral at Aachen
was also called Namus, it would be natural and necessary that he should be
referred to as Namus the Greek to distinguish him from Namus the Duke, which
appears to be definitely a point in favour of Bro. Forbes’ suggestion.

Only six months later, Bro. John Yarker is again a contributor on the subject.
calling attention in the Notes and Queries section of 4.0.C. to a theory advanced
by R. H. Murdoch that Naymus Grecus is more correctly Manus Graecus, and is
that Marcus Graecus from whose MSS. Roger Bacon was said to have obtained the
secret of gunpowder. The connection between the erection of buildings and the
invention of explosives is not explained ; at best they can only be complementary
in the sense of the destroyer facilitating the work of the creator. This theory we
shall meet with again.

In June of the following year, 1894, Bro. W. H. Upton, local Secretary for
Washington, U.S.A., in a paper on The True Text of the Book of Constitutions ",
devotes about a page to the question of Naymus Grecus. He concurs with the
solution that Naymus Grecus—Namus Grecus, meaning * named Grecus ”, but
suggests a new line by which that result is reached. According to his theory, the
original expression was ** height Grecus . Then when the term ** hight ™" went out
of popular use, and was replaced by the modern term *‘ named ”, copyists wrote
* hight (named) Grecus ”: thence ‘ hight Namas Greecious ”, and finally called
* Namas Grecus ”. The paper was communicated, so there was no comment,
and no opportunity of raising the question whether it is not an anachronism to
suggest that the word ** hight ™" had become so archaic as to need interpretation at
tl}e date at which its explanation by a more modern term is supposed to have taken
place.

In May. 1897, Bro. Klein, in his paper, The Great Symbol, introduces a
new theory on the subject of Naymus Grecus. After presenting to us at some
length Simon Crynaeus, a leading Continental Greek scholar of the sixteenth cen-
tury, who discovered and printed in 1533 the MS. of Euclid’s Elements (in Greek
oroxeie), the author then points out that the letters of the name Simon
Grynaeus suitably rearranged form Naymus Greinos ; then assuming that the word
Greinos was written in Greek, and the iota nu () was mistaken for the
Greek kappa («), which was anglicised by the letter ¢; and further that the
Greek termination “os” was altered to the Latin termination “us”, we have
exactly Naymus Grecus : a fortunate circumstance which spares the author any
occasion for further exercising his ingenuity ; and he adds that as Simon Grynaeus
was responsible for the revival of Euclid's Elements, and as we are told that
Geometry was Masonry, it was therefore natural and fitting that the said Simon
should be represented as the great teacher of Masonry under the hidden name of
Naymus Grecus. Lest this should fail to convince us he brings further corrobora-
tion. He reminds us that Euclid was referred to as «ipus oroyewris, the
first word being the usual Greek word for “ Lord ”, and the second meaning *‘ a
teacher of elements ”. And as the author of the paper affirms that the Geometry
is Masonry, he suggests that Simon Grynaeus, having advanced a more accurate
knowledge of Euclid’s work, was therefore a master instructor of Masonry, and
so might also have been referred to as «ipios oroxewmis.  And if we write the
Greek word «ipios in English letters, we have * curios ", and adding the necessary
“u”, curious: and then by translating the second Greek word oroyewrys as
* mason "—which it doesn’t really mean—we have “ curious mason . Incidentally,
the example given, * curiologie ” for sipws Aoyos writes both Greek words in
English letters, which is quite different from writing the first Greek word in English
letters, and translating the second : a process which reminds one of the optimistic
treasurer who produced a credit balance by adding up the year of our Lord among
the pounds. Thus, if Simon Grynaeus was referred to as xipos oroyewmis—of
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which there is no evidence whatever—it might be taken as meaning  curious
mason ”.  And as Euclid appropriately remarks. things which are equal to the
same thing are equal to one another. Therefore, Namus Grecus i1s Simon Grynaeus.

Quod ecrat demonstrandum.

After this rather fantastic effort. the topic goes into cold storage until June,
1901, when there appears a posthumous paper by the late Bro. Speth entitled,
Naymus Grecus. immediately followed by another by Bro. Chetwode Crawley
under the title of Marcus Grecus Eversus. Bro. Speth gives us considerable detail
concerning Marcus Graecus, the alleged inventor of explosives in the West, and
the “ Grand Original ” of the French Artillery ; whose identity with Naymus
Grecus had been suggested by R. H. Murdock, as reported above by Bro. Yarker.
Bro. Speth also gives various references to an alchemist mentioned by Arab writers
variously named Marcus, Marcouche and Marcounah, sometimes called King of
Egypt. But his suggestion that this personage may be identified with Naymus
Grecus is very thin, being no more than that if Naymus could be altered by copyists
to Marcus, there is no reason why Marcus should not have been altered to Naymus.

Bro. Chetwode Crawley. in a masterly paper of 11 pages, gives an analysis
of all that is known of Marcus Graecus, traces the stages of the myth which has
grown up round his name, and for excellent reasons given in his paper, finally
pulverises any attempt to connect Marcus Graecus with Naymus Grecus. Apart
from the subject with which it deals, the paper is a pleasure to read for its able
marshalling of facts, its logical exposure of fancies, and its clear thinking.

In October, 1905, Bro. E. H. Dring revives the subject in a paper entitled,
The Naimus Grecus Legend. After illustrating the view that Charles 11 was really
Charlemagne, and how the name of Charles Martel came to be substituted, he
proceeds to the main point of his paper, that Naimus Grecus was really Alcuin.
His suggestion that Alcuinus might have been read Maimus in the fascimiles which
he produces would only be possible with a modern scribe entirely ignorant of the
writing of the period, and even then he would have transcribed Albinus earlier
in the line as Mbinus, which if he was reasonably sober might suggest to him that
all was not well. The author, having accepted that Alcuin was one of the builders
of the Cathedral at York, which was only surpassed by Charlemagne’s cathedral
at Aachen, he continues that “ it is hardly conceivable that Alcuin, after having
done so much for the renowned Cathedral at York, should have been ignored by
Charles the Great when he planned the Aachen Cathedral. On the contrary,
it is logical to conclude that not only was he consulted, but that he was present
at the construction. He might have assisted in the building, or even have
been the architect "—and proceeds to the further statement, *“ he would, from his
high position in the favour of Charles the Great, utilise his experience in assisting
Charles in building the 886 churches, which we are told Charles built in
Aquitaine ”: though the author admits that there is no record that Alcuin was
connected with architecture or building while on the continent. It is of similar
“logical conclusions ” that the case is built up. The author refers to ™ Naismes
Duke of Bavaria™ or * Neymes the Duke”, the mythical companion of
of Charlemagne, and thinks that it is not at all unlikely that the Editor of G.L.
No. I, having derived some knowledge of Naismes the Duke from a A4 Life of
Charlemagne, published by Caxton in 1485, * confused him with Alcuin and thus
misnamed him 7. This is only the first part of the paper, which is to be continued.
*In the comments, the W.M. Canon Horsley and Bros. Conder, W. H. Rylands and
Hughan all agree in the identification of Charles with Charlemagne. but except
Bro. Rylands all disagree with the identification of Naimus Grecus with Alcuin.
The W.M. prefers the suggestion of Bro. Upton that Namus Grecus is ** named the
Greek .

Before the second part of Bro. Dring’s paper, Bro. John Yarker sends a
short comment on Bro. Dring’s reference to the Companions of Charlemagne ; in
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which Bro. Yarker continues to refer to *‘the Duke of Naismes ., instead of
Naismes Duke of Bavaria, or Duke Naismes.

In March, 1906, Bro. Dring gave the second part of his paper, further
developing his theory, and also endeavouring at some length to identify Alcuin
with St. Alban. Of the comments, the principal both in length and substance
are two written comments by Dr. Begemann. His chief point is that Charles is
not Charlemagne, but his grandson, Charles the Bald, properly called Charles II.
He also disagrees with the identification of Naymus with Alcuin, and of Alcuin
with St. Alban. And while he rejects the reading of Alcuinus as Maimus, he
thinks that the name was originally Maimus, though he does not pursue the matter
further. Bro. Dring, in his reply, rejects Charles the Bald and sticks to
Charlemagne.

In the same number, in the Notes and Queries section, Bro. F. W. Levander
comments on the writing of Ninus for Naymus in certain MSS. making a suggestion
of Ninus having been substituted for Nimus, a known name for an unknown
one.

From this time the discussion rests on its laurels for 27 years, until in
January, 1933, it is revived by Bro. D. Hamer in a short paper entitled, Naymus
Grecus—A New Identification. In 5} pages Bro. Hamer completely fails to make
any case at all for his suggestion that Naymus Grecus was the Biblical Nehemiah.
As the paper was communicated and not read, there are no comments.

So there the matters rests. Recapitulating, we ﬁnd that the student is
presented with a large and varied list of solutions: —

1. Naymus Grecus is Pythagoras, whose name was written so badly that
it was mistranscribed “ Nymasgroecus ., whence Naymus Grecus.

2. He was Sabazius, assuming that god’s identity with Pére Soubise in
the Compagnonage, which is emphatically rejected by Bro. W. H.
Rylands in his excellent paper on the subject. An * Anglo-Saxon
workman 7, being defeated by the name Sabazius, wrote ‘ Greek
name ', which some enterprising scribe Latinised as Namus Grecus.

3. A collective personification of Nemausian Greeks, whose progenitors
came from Asia Minor to Marseilles not later than the sixth century B.C.,
and thence founded the colony of Nemausus, where their descendants
preserved their Masonic traditions intact for over 1,000 years, except
for an infusion of Hebrew tradition during the Saracen occupation.

4. That Naymus Grecus was actually a Greek called Naymus, one of
those who fled to Rome from Constantinople during the persecution by
the Iconoclasts under Constantine Copronyimus about A.p. 760, and was
taken from Rome by Charlemagne on one of his visits there to assist
him in his Cathedral at Aachen.

5. That he was the mythical Naymus, Duke of Bavaria, companion of
Charlemagne.

6. That the last-named personage was Duke of Nismes, the ancient
Nemausus, and hence the appropriate representative of the Nemausian
Greeks above-named.

7. That Namus Grecus means “named the Greek ”, originally ‘ height
Grecus ”, then “ hight (named) Grecus ", then * hight Namus Grecus ”,
and finally *“ Namus Grecus "

8. That Naymus Grecus was Simon Grynaeus, who was responsible for
the first all-Greek edition of Euclid's Elements in 1533.

9. That he was an alchemist referred to by Arabic writers under the names
of Marcus, Marchus, Marcouche, or Marcounah, sometimes called King
of Egypt.
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10. That he was Alcuin.
11. That he was St. Alban.
12. That he was Nehemiah.

13. One other suggestion, that Namus Grecus was the Marcus Grecus, the
inventor of explosives in the West, and the uncanonised patron saint of
the French Artillery, has been finally and entirely demolished by Bro.
Chetwode Crawley.

It is, on the whole, a very mixed bag, including something for every taste.
And on perusing the list in Wyatt Papworth’s paper, we find variw lectiones replete
with hitherto unappreciated possibilities, such as Magnus, Mammon, Manon,
Graccus, Grotius, or Green, suggesting that virgin fields for imaginative planning
are not yet exhausted.

It had been my intention to conclude by dealing at some length in a similar
manner with another subject from A.Q.C. of a somewhat different character ; but
I do not wish unduly to prolong this address. and I think that the example already
given is a sufficient illustration of the many varied views on a single subject.
ranging from the mildly plausible to the wildly fantastic, which can be assembled
from the pages of 4.0.C., even on a minor matter ; and by collating and comparing
which, and by a process of elimination, we can progress further towards what we
may at least describe as the most probable truth.

At the subsequent dinner, *“ The Toast of the Worshipful Master ™ was proposéd by
the Installing Master, Bro. J. Heron Lepper, in the following terms:—

BRETHREN,

Bro. Henry Christopher Bruce Wilson was born in January, 1875, the only
son of Henry S. L. Wilson, of Crofton Hall, near Wakefield, at one time an officer
in the 13th Hussars, the family having, to use a Spanish phrase, the sword in their
blood. To-night we have installed him as our Worshipful Master, and my last
and most pleasing duty as Installing Master is now to give you some account of
him as a scholar, a citizen, a soldier, a Freemason, and a bright light in the world
of Masonic research.

Our Brother was educated at Winchester, where not only did he reach the
sixth form in classics, but took 'thirteenth place for mathematics as well.
Incidentally, he got his colours for rowing and football. On leaving school he
entered New College, Oxford, and in due time acquired his degree of B.A. Here,
too, in a sense, he became an operative craftsman by rowing in the college eight.

His education completed, he began to take a prominent part in public
affairs in the West Riding, for which he was appointed a J.P. in 1906. He became
Chairman or Vice-Chairman of various political associations, of which we as
Freemasons have no official cognisance, and in 1931 was adopted as Coalition
candidate for the constituency of Rothwell, which proved to be one of the few
occasions on which he has been unsuccessful in anything he undertakes.

This year was notable, too. for his abandoning Yorkshire for Hampshire,
where he has remained in residence ever since, having parted with the Crofton
estates.

Let us now turn to the citizen changed into a soldier. November of the
fateful year 1914 found our Brother in France with the 7th Division as an officer
of the Reserve. In March, 1915, he was severely wounded at the battle of Neuve
Chapelle, and on convalescence was passed fit for Home Service only. and
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commanded a drafting battalion for four years. He was awarded the O.B.E.
(Mil. Div.). I could wish, as a Brother and a friend, that the tale of the Wilson
family in our wars had ended there, but our Master’s fortitude had to undergo a
sterner test in October, 1944, when his only son, not yet the full age of twenty.
was killed in Holland. Qui ante diem periit, sed miles, sed pro patria.

Before coming to our Brother’s Masonic activities, let me mention some
other fields he has explored. For over 50 years he has been a member of the
Yorkshire Archaological Society. and was at one time Secretary of their Record
Service. He has been a member of the Hellenic Socicty for the same period . is
an original member of the Roman Society : and belongs to various other learned
bodies.

I now come to the kernel of my speech and have to tell you something
about his Masonic career.

He was initiated in Old Wykehamist Lodge No. 3548 in June, 1915. Since
then he has been connected with Middlesex Lodge No. 143, Old Union Lodge
No. 46, St. Andrew’s No. 222, St. Peter Westminster 1561, and the Grand Steward’s
Lodge, of which he is a Past Senior Warden ; Friendship No. 6 and Economy
No. 76 also have him on their rolls ; and he was a founding member of Wolvesley
No. 6618. In Grand Lodge he holds the rank of Past Grand Steward and Past
Grand Senior Deacon. He joined the Correspondence Circle of Q.C. in 1937, and
in 1940 was elected a full member of our Lodge.

He was exalted Royal Arch Mason in Cable Chapter No. 1704, and is
its present Scribe E. His other Chapters are Quadratic 1691 and Friendship
No. 6. He has been honoured with L.G.C.R., the Chair of Third Grand Principal
of the P.G. Chapter of Middlesex ; and in Grand Chapter holds the rank of Past
Grand Sojourner.

Our Brother has also been active in Mark Masonry, in the Ancient and
Accepted Rite, as a Knight Templar, in the Royal Order of Scotland, and in the
bodies which control the Cryptic, and Red Cross of Constantine Degrees. While
details of his doings in these directions can be reserved for the printed version of
this speech, I should like to refer more particularly to one other Society in which
he and I have been closely associated, the Societas Rosicruciana in Anglia,
several of whose Fratres have become valued members of our own Lodge. In that
Society Bro. Wilson has attained the highest Grade, Magus 9°. For many years
he has been Secretary of its Study Group, which has done and is doing, and 1
trust will continue to do, invaluable work in helping Masons of an inquiring mind
to make use of their talents in the best possible way.

I will only add that Bro. Wilson has been a most generous supporter of
our great Charities, and that will complete my sketch of him as a Mason.

We have still got to consider him as a Masonic author. | venture to think
that one of his greatest contributions to our knowledge will be his history of the
Early Days of the Societas Rosicruciana in Anglia. This is still incomplete, and
makes those of us who have seen the published portions feel like Oliver Twist.
Other essays of his are:—" What is Freemasonry ? 7 ; * The Mystical Lecture in
the Royal Arch " ; ** Mirabeau’s School for the Politicalisation of Freemasonry ”
(which was delivered to Q.C): “ An Introduction to the Hermetic Philosophy ™ ;
“ Was Moses an Egyptian Heretic ? ” ; “ Mithraism ”. Some of these have still
to appear in print.

That, 1 think, completes my task of approaching our new W.M. objectively.
But 1 have no intention of missing this opportunity of treating my victim sub-
jectively, and letting Bro. Wilson and all of you know just how he appears to a
friend who can speak from a knowledge of many long years of intimate association.

As a ritualist, Bro. Wilson is second to none ; for not only does he follow
closely phrases and customs passed on to us by old tradition. but imparts to the work
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that glow of sincerity and dignity which communicates itself to the heart of the
initiate, never to be extinguished for the rest of his life ; as a teacher he has
already added much to our sum of knowledge. and we expect him to add more :
as a leader we shall be safe in following his brave heart and cool judgment ; and
as a man, well, as a man, dear Brother. you have shown us all those qualities
that we like to associate with the name of English gentleman : and in rising to
drink your health we wish you God’s speed in your latest Masonic task, and you
may rest assured that before investing you with the highest honour this Lodge
can confer, the blue ribbon of Masonic Scholarship, we had previously given
you our trust, our admiration, and our love.

LIST OF MASONIC ORDERS OUTSIDE CRAFT AND R.A.

Mark. P.G.(J.)Ov., formerly P.G.Swd.B.: P.Prov.G.(S)W., Hants and Isle
of Wight; P.Prov.G.(J.)W., Middlesex ; P.M. Menatschin 224 and P.N. Ark
Menatschin 224 and D.C. of both Lodges; P.M. and Founder, Public Schools
791 ; Senior surviving P.M. and founder, Quadratic 895, and D.C. of Lodge for
many years past, P.M. and founder, Winchester 969 ; Officers Grand Masters
Mark Lodge, no number ; member and Founder, Shaldon 988.

A.and A. 32° P.Sov. and for many years past Recorder Old Wykehamist
184 ; P.Sov. and formerly Recorder and D.C. Rose and Lily 97, P.Sov., Adoniram
101 ; P.Sov. and Senior Founder Winter 401.

KT. P.GReg and formerly P.GM.B.B.: P.P. Faith and Fidelity 26, and
for a few years Registrar ; member and for many years past Marshal Public
Schools 209.

Royal Order of Scotland. P.Prov.J.W., London and West Counties.

Cryptic. P.GSwd.B.; P.M. Public Schools 37.

Red Cross Constantine and Knight Templar Priest. Not now a subscribing
member.

Societas Rosicruciana in Anglia. 9 Director General of Ceremonies °
PGE. (and P.M.). Metropolitan College and D.C.. member London College
Adepts and Formerly D.C. : for many years past Secretary of Metropolitan Study
Group.

Societas Rosicruciana in Scotia. Now 8 and a member of Metropolitan
Study Group.

Also other less-known Orders.

Patron Mark Benevolent Fund.

Patron Royal Masonic Hospital.

Vice-Patron Royal Masonic Benevolent Institution.

Vice-Patron Royal Masonic Institution for Girls.
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FRIDAY, 6th JANUARY, 1950

HE Lodge met at Freemasons’ Hall at 4.30 p.m. Present:—Bros. Lt¢.-Col.
H. C. Bruce Wilson, O.BE., PG.D., W.M.; H. C. Booth, PA.G.D.C..
S.W.. C. D. Rotch, P.G.D., J.W.: J. Heron Lepper. B.A.. B.L., P.G.D.,
P.M.. Treas.: Rev. H. Poole. B.A., F.S.A., F.R.G.S.. T.D.. P.AG.Chap..
Sec.; Lewis Edwards. M.4., F.S.A., P.AG.Reg. D.C.; N. Rogers.
P.Pr.G.D.. Lancs., E.D.. 1.G.; Wing-Cmdr. W. Ivor Grantham, O.B.E.
M.A.. LL.B., P.Dep.GSwd.B., PM.: Col. F. M. Rickard, P.G.D.. P.M.:
G. Y. lohnson, J.P.. PAG.D.C., PM.: and Dr. A. E. Evans, C.B.E.

Also the following members of the Correspondence Circle:—Bros. R. D. Eaton;

N. M. Schulman; G. Holloway; E. J. Chapman; J. H. Spilman: S. A. Turner: S. J.

Bradford ; T. W. Wells; E. W. Clapperton ; F. A. Greene; J. E. Messenger; C. M. Rose.

P.A.GStB.; J. F. Greenfield: A. E. Smith: H. W. Chetwin :"T. W. Marsh; C. F. Sykes;

H. C. Healy; D. S. Colley: P. J. Watts: P. N. Linton; A. E. Mason. F. L. Bradshaw ;

C. G. des Graz; R. W. Rudling ; A. F. Cross: J. M. Hughes; H. G. Ellis: R. A. N. Petrie ;

H. Chilton; J. S. Ferguson: H. R. Smith: H. Johnson; M. R. M. Cann:; F. Bernhart;

N. G. M. Walker; F. M. Atkinson:; H. W. G. Triggs: T. H. Tyler: M. Rodgers: J. D.

Daymond ; H. S. White: A. M. R. Cann: S. M. Brown : B. Foskett; W. H. Leese; A. P.

Smith ; E. Alven; B. R. Humphreys: E. Worthington ; A. S. Carter; W. Smalley: F. M.

Shaw; F. E. Barber; S. F. Braham; O. Candwell ; A. E. A. Prowting; H. G. Pottinger:

N. Carr; W. E. Boynett ; G. R. Nicholson : F. R. Betenson; C. M. Roberts; J. N. Hewitt ;

N. L. Eckhoff ; L. Knopp: G. Pear:; L. J. Humphries; E. V. Winyard; and H. Hughes.

Also the following Visitors:—Bros. F. Simpson, Lodge 4763 ; W. E. Page, Lodge 3824 ;

1. H. Evans, Lodge 2470 ; T. B. Brown, Lodge 3122 ; W. J. Canell, Lodge 3048 ; J. L. Cross,

Lodge 5026; E. Newton, Lodge 227 L. P. F. Walters, .Lodge 28; and H. E. Carter,

Lodge 3680.

Letters of apology for non-attendance were reported from Bros. S. J. Fenton,
P.Pr.G.W., Warwicks.. PM.; Col. C. C. Adams, M.C.. F.S.A., P.G.D.,, P.M.; J. A. Grantham,
P.Pr.G.D.. Cheshire: F. L. Pick, F.C.I.S., PM.; R. E. Parkinson, B.Sc.; G. S. Knocker.
M.B.E.. P.AG.SuptW.; H. H. Hallett, P.G.St.B.. P.M.; J. R. Rylands, M.SC.; S. Pope,
P.Pr.G.Std., Kent: J. Johnstone, F.R.C.S.. PAG.D.C.. E. H. Cartwright. D.M., B.Ch.,
P.G.D.; J. R, Dashwood, P.G.D.; and W. Waples, P.Pr.G.Reg.. Durham.

Three Lodges, one College Soc. Ros.. and thirty-five Brethren were elected to
membership of the Correspondence Circle.
The Report of the Audit Committee, as follows, was received. adopted, and entered
upon the Minutes:—
PERMANENT AND AUDIT COMMITTEE

The Committee met at the Offices, No. 27, Great Queen Street. L.ondon, on Friday.
6th January, 1950.

Present :—Bro. J. Heron Lepper, in the Chair, with Bros. W. I. Grantham, L. Edwards,
F. M. Rickard, G. Y. Johnson. H. C. Booth, N. Rogers, A. E. Evans and H. Poole. and
Bro. R. H. McLeod, Auditor.

The Secretary produced his Books. and the Treasurer’s Accounts and Vouchers, which
had been examined by the Auditor and certified as being correct.

The Committee agreed upon the following

BRETHREN, REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1949

During the year we have had to record with regret the deaths of three of our senior
Past Masters—Bros. William James Williams, Walter William Covey-Crump and Arthur
Cecil Powell. Four Brethren have been elected to membership of the Lodge—Bros. J. R.
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Dashwood. W. Waples, A. E. Evans and A, J. B. Milborne—and the total membership of
the Lodge is now 30.

The Lodge. moreover, has been privileged by the acceptance of honorary membership
by the M.W. the Grand Master.

The propaganda commenced last year was carried on during the early part of the
year. with useful results, The number of members of the Correspondence Circle who joined
during thé year is 432, and the membership now stunds at about 2.630. [t is to be regretted
that no fewer than 29 members have had to be struck off the list for non-payment of dues ;
but we have reasonable hopes that several of these may be recovered.

A thorough overhaul and redecoration of the premises at 27, Great Queen Street
was undertaken during the year ; and the thanks of the Lodge are due to Bro. George Smith
(of the firm of George Smith, of Avery Row), who carried out the work ut a nominal cost.
A most pleasing feature of the year was a gift by the Grund Lodge of Mauanitoba of $1.000
(£247 6s.) towards the cost of these renovations.

Welcome donations continue to come in for our Publication Fund.

A.Q.C.. Vol. 59, part 2, and Vol. 6.0. part 1. have been issued during the year. and
the completion of the latter volume should appear very early in the coming year. We are
now pushing on with the publication of the volumes in arrcar as fast as the printers can
handle the material.

Two new Q.C. Pamphlets have been issued: a facsimile of the Lerter to the Grand
Mistress, of 1724, with an introduction by Bro. J. Heron Lepper. and a modernised version
of the Cooke MS., with introductory notes by Bro. H. Poole.

We desire to convey the thanks of the Lodge to the Brethren who have done very
useful service us Local Secreturies. Of these. we have lost four, through the death of Bro.
A. J. Kuaglund. of New South Wales, and the resignation of three others; but the former
has already been succeeded by Bro. Chester Smith. and others have already been, or are on
the point of being, appointed. Other recent appointments include Bros. J. M. MacDonald
(Malaya) and A. T. Schofield (Wilts.).

Subscriptions amounting to over £600 are outstanding.

For the Committee.
J. HERON LEPPER,
In the Chair.
RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT
For the Year l?llgiil]g 31st Qctober, 1949

RECEIPTS EXPENDITURE
£ s d. £ s d £ s d £ s d
Cash in hand ... 448 14 5 Lodge ... . 42 0 9
Cash on deposit ... 786 3 0 Salaries, Rent, Rates and
: — 123417 5 Taxes Lo 1015 18 4
Lodge ... 79 16 0 S.CS. Fund ... 156 0 0
Subscriptions ... 2178 14 2 Lighting, Heating, Telephone
Joining Fees ... L. 42113 0 Insurance. Cleaning, Car-
Cash in advance and un- riage and Sundries 187 7 0
appropnated ... 14910 1 Printing and Smtnonery ... 1143 16 11
Medals ; 61 10 0 Medals ... . 68 5 0
Binding 96 19 5 Binding ... ... 107 13 6
Sundry Publications ... ... 35416 9 Sundry Publications ... 21 11 D
Repairs Account .. 217 6 0 Library ... 3820
Interest and Discount 29 6 0 Repairs ... 318 3 0
Publication Fund < ... 91 17 8 Propaganda ... 29 4 9
Postages ; 182 14 9
Local Fxpen%w 4 6 4
Cash in hand ... 19516 5
Cash on deposit 1500 0 0
— 1695 16 5§
£4976 6 6 £4976 6 6

Bro. W. 1. GrantHAM read The Prestonian Lecture for 1950, entitled ™ Lodges of
Instruction ; their Origin and Development,” us follows:—
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LODGES OF INSTRUCTION
THEIR ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT

The PRESTONIAN LECTURE for 1950

BY BRO. W. IVOR GRANTHAM, P.Dep.G.Sw.B., PM.

Section 1 Pre-Union Lodges of Instruction.

Section Il The Lectures of William Preston.

Section 111 The Nine Worthies.

Section 1V The Lodges of Promulgation and
Reconciliation.

Section \% The proposed Masonic Professorship.

Section VI Post-Union Lodges of Instruction.

Section VII Regulations governing Lodges of
Instruction.

Section VIII Statistics.

Appendix [ Extracts from records relating to

eighteenth century Lodges of
Instruction.

Appendix 11 Extracts from the Book of Constitutions
governing Lodges of Instruction.

Section 1
PRE-UNION LODGES OF INSTRUCTION

] %277 | N Hour shall be set apart to talk Masonry ”"—such were the terms
: % of a resolution passed by the Antient Society of Freemasons in
s ' the City of York in the year 1725, when it was determined
“That every first Wednesday in the month a Lodge
shall be held at the house of a Brother according as their
turn shall fall out.”

At every meeting of this Lodge an hour was to be set
apart “to talk Masonry ”, from which regulation of more than
two hundred years ago it is evident that the Freemasons of York fully appreciated
the value of masonic instruction as distinct from the mechanical repetition of the
ceremonies—an example which might well be followed by Freemasons of to-day,
with advantage to the Craft.

Those monthly meetings at York corresponded to what would now be called
the regular meetings of a Lodge. Those meetings were not held merely for instruc-
tion, Nearly half-a-century was to elapse before the formation of separate Lodges
of Instruction.

In the meantime, Freemasonry was being spread abroad—largely through
the medium of military Lodges, which lost no opportunity of indulging in masonic

T
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work within the lines of their respective regiments wherever those regiments were
stationed. In Freemasonry and the Sea, a paper from the pen of W.Bro. J. Heron
Lepper, P.G.D., extracts are quoted from the diary of Captain John Knox, compiled
in the year 1759, when this officer was serving at Annapolis in Nova Scotia. In this
diary Captain Knox recorded :—

“The detachment here is daily at cxercise, nevertheless our time
passes very heavily ; and when the calendar does not furnish us with
with a loyal excuse for assembling in the evening, we have recourse to
a Free-Mason Lodge, where we work so hard that it is inconceivable to
think what a quantity of business of great importance is transacted in
a very short space of time.” .

The frequent meetings mentioned by Captain Knox were presumably meet-
ings of the Lodge. No separate Lodge of Instruction is likely to have been formed
at this early date ; but reading between the lines it may be inferred that *“ the work ”
was designed to provide the members with masonic instruction on those occasions
when no candidate presented himself for admission or advancement.

In certain notes bequeathed to the Grand Lodge Library by Brother Henry
Sadler, that eminent masonic student, with his vast knowledge of the records of the
Craft, stated that the earliest mention of a Lodge of Instruction with which he was
acquainted was that to be found in the minutes of the Lodge of Emulation No. 21
for 21st April, 1773 ; but the more recent researches of another masonic student
have revealed the record of an even earlier Lodge of Instruction formed in 1768.
On I1st September of that year it was agreed by the members of St. John’s Lodge
No. 167 (then meeting at the King’s Head, Hampstead) that Brother Marshall, from
the Cock in New Street

* . . should Attend on the Lodge & Members thereof on
Thursday nghts as a School for Instruction of the Younger Members.”

This Brother Marshall was present as a visitor, and had earlier that evening
been elected Tyler of the Lodge for the ensuing year, after having deputised for
the absent Master. Brother Marshall must indeed have been a versatile and accom-
modating guest to have accepted in the course of a single evening the réles of acting
Master, Tyler and Preceptor of a weekly School for Instruction.

There may well be even earlier examples of a Lodge or School of Instruction,
but such instances are not likely to be numerous on account of the frequency of
Lodge meetings in the early days of the Grand Lodge era. Inspection of early
Lodge Lists shows that in those days it was quite customary for Lodges to hold
meetings in alternate weeks throughout the year ; and one case can be quoted of
a Lodge (the Lodge numbered 163 in 1738) which met on the first, second and
third Thursdays in every month, and, in addition, held a Masters’ Lodge on every
Sunday—a total of eighty-eight meetings in a year. The need for rehearsal can
hardly have arisen with the meetings so frequent and the ceremonies shorter than
those of to-day.

It will have been noticed that in the 1768 example already quoted, the
expression used is “ School for Instruction”. The expression * Lodge of Instruc-
tion ” is first met with in the 1773 example quoted by Brother Sadler :—

21st April, 1773.

“The R.W.M.” (of the Lodge of Emulation) “ made a Motion,
which was seconded, ‘That in order to promote a knowledge of
Masonry among the members, a Lodge of Instruction be established, to
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meet once a fortnight, and that Two Shillings and Sixpence be allowed
from the fund of the Lodge towards defraying the expence of each

meeting . It passed in the affirmative.”

(This Emulation Lodge of Instruction must not be confused with
the Emulation Lodge of Improvement which was formed fifty years
later by the Lodge of Hope No. 7.)

An early example of masonic instruction being imparted to a regular Lodge
for a fee is to be found in the records of Anchor and Hope Lodge No. 37 at Bolton.
In October, 1768, a Brother Cunningham was engaged for the purpose of “ Instruct-
ing the Lodge ”, and a payment of £1 13s. was made to him in respect of his
services.

All the published histories of eighteenth century Lodges to be found upon
the shelves of the Grand Lodge Library have been carefully examined for allusions
to Lodges of Instruction formed before the end of that century. In addition to
the two examples already given ten other instances have been found. These twelve
examples were associated with the under-mentioned Lodges :—

1768 St. John’s Lodge No. 167 - (Modern) London
1773 Lodge of Emulation No. 21 (Modern) London
1774 Lodge of Antiquity No. 2 (T1) London
1786 Grenadiers’ Lodge No. 66 (Modern) London
1786 Vacation Lodge No 59 (Modern) London
(now extinct)
1788 Old Dundee Lodge No. 18 . (Modern) London
1795 Lodge of Fidelity No. 289 (Modern) Leeds
1796 Lodge of Jehosaphat No. 291 (Modern) Bristol
(now extinct)
1797 South Saxon Lodge No. 311 (Modern) Lewes
1797 St. John's Lodge No. 70 (Ancient) Exeter
1799 Percy Lodge No. 198 (Ancient) London

1799 Royal Gloucester Lodge No. 130 (Ancient) Southampton

Extracts from the records of these eighteenth century Lodges of Instruction
are quoted in the first appendix to this lecture. Allusions to later pre-Union
Lodges of Instruction are too numerous for inclusion in the appendix : but
reference to some of those later Lodges of Instruction will be made in the course
of this lecture when appropriate.

In certain of these carly records there can already be detected evidence
of the distinction later to be drawn between “ Private ” and “ General ” Lodges
of Instruction. For instance, in the case of Old Dundee Lodge in London the
Brethren formed

“a Private Lodge of Instruction to be held . . . for
the Benefit of the Members of this Lodge only ™ ;

but in the case of St. John’s Lodge at Exeter it is clear that the Lodge of
Instruction was formed for the benefit of at least two Lodges—St. John’s Lodge
(an Ancient non-military Lodge then numbered 74), and an Ancient military Lodge
then numbered 282, which was temporarily located at Exeter.

In the published History of the Lodge of Fidelity No. 289 it is claimed
that the Fidelity Lodge of Instruction, which was established at Leeds in 1795, has
“ continued without cessation to the present time . If capable of substantiation
this striking claim would put Stability and Emulation in the shade. Through the
courtesy of the present Secretary of the Lodge of Fidelity the early records relating
to the Lodge of Instruction have been made available for examination. References
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to the Lodge of Instruction appear in the minutes of the Lodge of Fidelity during
the ycars 1795, 1796 and 1799 ; and the minute books of the Lodge of Instruction
cover the periods:—

20th September 1801 —  13th November 1803
15th February 1807 — 7th June 1807
16th April 1819 - 7th January 1820
Sth May 1825 —  10th May 1827
3rd April 1834 --  10th October 1844
15th November 1855 —- 17th April 1856

In 1819, and again in 1825, the word “ revived ” is used in relation to the mectings
of the Lodge of Instruction. Careful examination of these records shows quite
clearly that the claim to continuity cannot be established.

On February 19th, 1808, three years after the Battle of Trafalgar, an echo
of Nelson’s famous signal is to be found in the minutes of St. Paul's Lodge No. 43
at Birmingham. At a regular meeting of this Lodge held on that date it was

“ Proposed that cvery brother should do his duty, which duty

consists in informing himself of the duties of Masonry, in furtherance
of which Bros. Parker and Wilday have offered their houses for Lodges
of Instruction.”
It is not clear whether these * houses " were public houses or private residences.
Investigation would probably reveal that the houses in question were taverns ; but
several examples could be quoted of Lodges of Instruction being held in private
houses during the nineteenth century. and the present lecturer can remember
attending meetings of the Authors’ Lodge of Instruction on several occasions
shortly after the first World War at the private chambers of a member of that
Lodge in the Temple in London.

As the time of the Union approached, the bitter feelings of the previous
century gave way to a more reasonable attitude between the Ancient and the
Modern Masons ; but until agreement had been reached between the two Grand
Lodges, acts of fraternisation amongst the rank and file called for official dis-
couragement from time to time. as, for instance, on March 7th, 1810, when the
Secretary of the Lodge of Fortitude No. 6 (now Fortitude and Old Cumberland
No. 12) was instructed

= to inform the Master of the Lodge of Instruction, held
under thc sanction of the Lodge, that the introduction of Athol Masons
was totally unconstitutional, and strongly reccommended to him by lctter
not to admit Athol Masons until the result of the anticipated Union
takes place.”

Section I
THE LECTURES OF WILLIAM PRESTON

Before dealing with the period of the Union, mention must be made of
William Preston’s activities in the ficld of Masonic instruction—activities which
cxercised a pronounced influence upon subsequent Lodges of Instruction.

From the records of the Lodge of Antiquity quoted in the appendix to this
lecture it will be seen that William Preston formed a Lodge of Instruction in London
within a very short time of his admission to that Lodge in 1774. Preston appears
to have taken the then existing Masonic ceremonics and catechisms and to have
developed them into an elaborate system of * Lectures V. Thesc so-called
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* Lectures " consisted of a scries of questions and answers designed to afford an
indirect rehearsal of the ceremonies, accompanied by running commentary and
explanation. To promote these *‘ Lectures” Preston cstablished a number of
Masonic bodies: —

(I) the Lodge of Instruction formed with the Lodge of Antiquity in
about the year 1774 ;

(2) the Harodim Lodge, constituted in 1790, which became merged in
the Lodge of Antiquity two yecars later ; and

(3) the Chapter of Harodim, which functioned in London between
1787 and 1801.

For detailed information concerning these three bodies the Masonic student
may be referred to the published History of the Lodge of Antiquity and to the
Prestonian Lecture for the year 1927; but the elaborate nature of Preston’s
arrangement of the “ Lectures ” will be apparent from this record of a meeting of
the Lodge of Antiquity held on March 5th, 1777, when William Preston presided
as “ Chief Ruler ", supported by John Wilson as * Senior Ruler”, W. Manning
as “ Junior Ruler ”, and twelve “ Assistants ”:—

*“Lodge of Antiquity, Mitre Tavern, Chapter Night ”
(Present—18 members and 9 visitors)

*“Lodge opened in the Third Degree in an adjacent Room,
Procession entered the Lodge Room, and the usual ceremonies being
observed, the Three Rulers were scated. A piece of music was then
performed, and the 12 Assistants entered in procession and after
repairing to their stations the Chapter was opened in solemn form.
Brother Barker then rehearsed the Second Section. A piece of music
was then performed by the instruments. Brother Preston then rehearsed
the third Section. An Ode on Masonry was then sung by three voices.
Brother Hill rehearsed the 4th Section, after which a piece of solemn
music was performed. Bror. Brearley rehearsed the 5th Section, and
the funeral procession was formed during which a solemn dirge was
played and this ceremony concluded with a Grand Chorus. Bror.
Berkley rchearsed the 6th Section, after which an anthem was sung.
Bror. Preston then rehearsed the 7th Section, after which a song in
honour of Masonry, accompanied by the instruments was sung. The
Chapter was then closed with the usual solemnity, and the Rulers and
twelve Assistants made the procession round the Lodge, and then
withdrew to an adjacent Room, where the Master’s Lodge was closed
in due form.”

At the time of the Union in 1813, and for several years thereafter, the
Lodge of Antiquity Lodge of Instruction under the leadership of William Preston
was still practising Preston’s elaborate system of ““ Lectures ”. Lists of Lecturers
and Clauseholders for several years before and after the Union have been preserved
by the Lodge of Antiquity, and the list for the year 1813 may be quoted as an
example : —

Lecturer for 1813

W. Preston, P. and D.M. C. Bonnor, P.M.

W. Meyrick. P.M. and Ch". J. C. Burckhardt, S.W.
D. Beamount, P.M. Col. O’Kelly, J.W.
Stephen Jones, PM. Jos. White, M.C.

J. Savage, P.M. J. Moss, P.S.W.

J. Bayford, P.M. R. Spencer, P.J.W.
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1
Clauscholders for 1813
Sec. I. C.I. Thompson Sec. 4. C.1. W. Williams
2. Sherwood 2. Captain Bowen
3. J. Spottiswoode 3. J. Docksey
4. H. Corner 4. Holl
5. Smallwood 5. lIrving
Sec. 2. C.l. Wood 6. Asperne
2. Y. Brown Sec. 5. C.I. James Whitc
3. Braine 2. Thomas Johnstone
4. Sir W. Rawlins 3. T. G. J. Earle
5. R. C. H. Graves 4. D. Cooke
6. G. Brown 5. ,
Sec. 3. C.lI. George Eves 6. ‘l Miusters® (Clauses
2. A. Spottiswoode Scc. 6. C.l1. Earnshaw
3. Samuel Jones 2. Gledstanes.
4. Rev. D. Lewis 3. T. Bonnor
2 } Masters’ Clauses g E.éﬁan}_{;;}g
6. Cromie

Section III
THE NINE WORTHIES

In the year 1792, at a time when William Preston was promulgating his
elaborate system of Masonic Lectures amongst the “ Modern” Masons of the
Metropolis, the Grand Lodge of the * Ancients  appointed nine worthy and ex-
perienced members of their own organisation to visit Ancient Lodges in London
to secure uniformity in the work of those Lodges. These nine Brethren were styled
“The Nine Excellent Masters ”, or “ The Nine Worthies ”: and special jewels
were designed for their personal adornment. Seven of these jewels now repose
in the Grand Lodge Museum accompanied by several spurious imitations.

These appointments appear to have been discontinued shortly after the
turn of the century : but the authority of at least one of the Nine Worthies was
recognised in the west country as late as 1811, in which year on St. John’s Day
in Harvest, at a meeting of the Royal Cambrian Lodge No. 135, at Newport in
Monmouthshire

“It was recommended by Bro. Benj. Plummer, that our Bro.
Ronalds, P. Nine Worthy of the Grand Lodge. do attend this lodge to
give Instruction and for which this lodge engages to defray his
expenses from London and back, and to pay him two guineas per week,
as long as he remains with this lodge. The sense of the lodge was
taken on this question and it appeared to be unanimous.”

Other contemporary allusions to the Nine Worthies may well exist amongst
private lodge records. but no other instance was noted during the preparation of
this lecture.

Section 1V
THE LODGES OF PROMULGATION AND RECONCILIATION

Towards the end of the eighteenth century suggestions were put forward
for the Union of the two Grand Lodges—the so-called ** Moderns ™ of 1717 and
the so-called * Ancients ” of 1751. This is not the occasion to set out in detail
the various steps which were taken to hele the breach : but in view of the influence
which the Union must have exercised upon the Lodges of Instruction of that period,
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it will not bec out of place to mention two special organisations whose function it
was to deal with points connccted with the ritual. These two organisations were
the Lodge of Promulgation, which functioned between 1809 and 1811, and the
Lodge of Reconciliation, which functioned between 1813 and 1816.

The ** Modern ™ Grand Lodge. having resolved on 12th April, 1809. that
it was no longer necessary to continue those measures which had been resorted to
in or about the year 1739 respecting irregular Masons, cnjoined its constituent
Lodges to revert to the ancient landmarks of the Society, and established a body
called the Lodge of Promulgation for the purposc of ascertaining the nature of
» those landmarks and of promulgating them amongst the members of its own
jurisdiction.

This reversion to its former practices on the part of the older Grand
Lodge opened the way to union with its rival, and this happy event was celebrated
on St. John’s Day in Winter, 27th December, 1813. Earlier in that month, on 7th
December, distinguishcd Brethren nominated by ecach Grand Lodge in.cqual
numbers had been formed into a body called the Lodge of Reconciliation, charged
with the duty of establishing and promulgating a uniform ritual for the united
Craft.

Those Brethren of the present generation to whom the printed word appears
to mecan so much, are recommended to ponder over the words of the Duke of
Sussex in his address to Grand Lodge on the subject of the Lectures at the
Quarterly Communication held on st December, 1819, when the Grand Master

* stated that it was his Opinion that so long as the Master of any Lodge
observed exactly the Land-Marks of the Craft, he was at liberty to
give the Lectures in the Language best suited to the Character of the
Lodge over which he ‘presided.”

Section V
'THE PROPOSED MASONIC PROFESSORSHIP

In view of the subsequent foundation of the Prestonian Lectureship. it is
worthy of note that one of the proposals considered but rejected by the Lodge of
Promulgation was

I3

the institution of the Office or Degree of a Masonic Professor
of the Art and Mystery of Speculative Freemasonry, to be conferred
by Diploma on some skilled Craftsman of distinguished acquirements
and.general fitness . . . under the title or designation of ‘ Masonic
Professor of the Most Ancient and Honourable Society of Free and
Accepted Masons under the Constitution of England *.”

The originator of this proposal suggested, inter alia,

“. . . That the Professor . . . should be required to prepare
for preservation, in an Ark to be kept sacred for that purpose, a
Pandect of the Science of Speculative Freemasonry, comprising a clear
and comprehensive digest of everything relating to the Art, save and
except those particulars which are forbidden to be committed to writing

that in cases of future occasion to ascertain points concerning
which doubts, uncertainty, or difference of opinion may exist, a
reference to this duly Sanctioned authority may conclusively decide the
question and eﬂ'ectually govern the practice ever after. This pandect
should be written in Masonic Cyphet

It was also suggested that the Professor. with the assistance of an adequate
number of skilled Craftsmen, should be given authority to instruct cither publicly
or privately ; and by way of re-assurance it was urged that
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“If an ideal unpleasantness should arise from the circumstance of
receiving assistance from those who are not Members of the Lodge,
it may at any time be done away by the simple and ordinary practice
of voting the partics Honorary Mcmbers, and then they will be to all
intents and purposes embodied and actual Members of their own
Community.”

Scction VI
POST-UNION LODGES OF INSTRUCTION

In the year 1817, within little more than twelve months of the dissolution
of the Lodge of Reconciliation, the Lodge of Stability No. 217 sanctioned the
formation of the Stability Lodge of Instruction. Of thc scventeen founders of
this Lodge of Instruction threc had been members of the Lodge of Reconciliation ;
and seven other members of the Lodge of Reconciliation subsequently joined the
Stability Lodge of Instruction.

The Emulation Lodge of Improvement. at first called the Emulation Lodge
of Instruction, was formed by the Lodge of Hope No. 7 in 1823, Of the twenty-
threc founders of this Lodge of Instruction nonc had been a member of the Lodge
of Reconciliation : but onc who had been a member of the Lodge of Promulgation
subsequently attended four meetings of the Lodge of Reconciliation for his own
guidance. _

Much ink has been spilt over the rival claims of Stability and Emulation
to have transmitted to the present day the actual words of the ceremonies agreed
upon more than a century ago. Obviously it is not possible for both claimants
to be right. Impartial examination of the available evidence has led at least one
student to the conviction that neither body can substantiate its claim to have
preserved the ipsissima verba of the ceremonies confirmed by Grand Lodge in
the year 1816, but that the essential elements of those ceremonies are still reflected
in the work of both those Lodges of Instruction.

It would be inappropriate in this place to attempt to argue the merits of
these two friendly rivals—Stability and Emulation : but it certainly is appropriate
to record that the traditions of the Stability Lodge of Instruction have been handed
down from one individual leader to another, while in the case of the Emulation
Lodge of Improvement the traditions of that school have been entrusted to the
safe-keeping of a committee.

1n the case of the Emulation Lodge of Improvement numerous other Lodges
of Instruction have been formed by Emulation enthusiasts in London. in the
Provinces, and even in Districts overseas, to promote the ritual of their choice.
These satellite Lodges of Instruction are of necessity officially sanctioned by regular
Lodges, but in practice these Lodges of Instruction appear to work under the
general supervision of the Emulation Committee.

Shortly after the Union a circular letter was issued by the joint Grand
Secrctaries urging all Lodges to depute one or more of their members to attend
meetings of the Lodge of Reconciliation in London for the purpose of familiarising
themselves with “the acknowledged forms . in order that those forms might be
disseminated throughout the Craft. In obedience to this injunction many Brethren
travelled to London from far afield at considerable expense to themselves or to
their Lodges.

No less than six members of the Lodge of Probity No. 61 made the journey
" from Halifax to' London, where they attended several meetings of the Lodge of
Reconciliation early in March, 1815. On the return of these Brethren to Halifax
the Lodge of Probity resolved : —

“. . . that a Letter Circular should be sent to the Neighbouring
Lodges, informing them that the Lodge of Probity, is willing & rcady
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as a Lodge of Reconciliation. to communicate to them, all the new
Regulations of the Grand Lodge. together with the present mode
working as Masons, with the New Obligations on Condition, that the
Members of such Lodges shall be obligated. on the Penalties of their
Obligations, that they will not divuldge or communicate the same to any
Lodge, or to any Member of a Lodge, except to those Lodges or to
those Members, who have complyed with the Requisition of the Grand
Lodge, and received Instruction from the Lodge of Reconciliation, or
with some Lodge who has done so.”

The result of this circular letter is reflected in a subsequent minute of the
Lodge of Probity, which records acceptance of this offer on the part of the
following Lodges:—

Amity No. 280 Steeton  (extinct)
Duke of York No. 502 Bingley (extinct)
Royal Yorkshire No. 265 Keighley

Philanthropic No. 540  Skipton  (extinct)
Three Graces No. 541 Haworth (extinct)

The Lodge of Harmony No. 275 of Halifax refused the offer ; and no reply was
received from Lodges located at Almondbury, Bradford, Heptonstall and
Huddersfield.

The first mecting of local Brethren under this arrangement, described in
contemporary records as “a Lodge of Promulgation™, was held at Keighley on
2nd April, 1815.

“ Lodge of Promulgation, under the Union of the two Societies
of Free & Accepted Masons, held at the Lodge Room & under the
Warrant of the Royal Yorkshire Lodge, No. 503, Rodney Inn, Keighley,
Yorkshire. April 2nd, 1815. A.L. 5819.”

Although this meeting was held under the banner of the Royal Yorkshire Lodge,
all the offices were filled by members of the Lodge of Probity. During the course
of the proceedings the members of the five participating Lodges were re-obligated
in the first degree * according to the Articles of Union ”. The subsequent activities
of this local “ Lodge of Promulgation” have been recorded in detail by W.Bro.
T. W. Hanson in his History of the Lodge of Probity.

In the south-west of England the members of True Love and Unity Lodge
No. 248 at Brixham, on February 1st, 1815,

113

proceeded to practice on the United System with the assistance
of Bros. Symes and Sandy from Torquay, and Bros. Murch and Harris
from Totnes.”

A month later assistance was rendered by Bros. Harder, Coswell, Leatham and
Arnoll, from Torquay ; and in the following September this Lodge had the benefit
of assistance from Bro. Satterly, of London. and from Bros. Coswell and Lear,
of Torquay.

At Gosport on Sunday, January 15th, 1815, in the Lodge of Harmony
No. 309, a “ Lecture Lodge ” was held, and

*“The Lodge was opened and closed in the different degrees in order to
practise the New Forms agreeable to the present plan laid down by the
Lodge of Reconciliation.”

In the following month it was resolved by this Lodge

“

that lectures continue as usual on Sunday evenings, and that
meetings be held on Sunday afternoons at 3 o’clock. in order to practise
new Initiation, Passing and Raising.”
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In 1815 the Special Commissioners appointed by Grand Lodge to investigate
certain complaints in the Province of Bristol visited a number of local Lodges, in
which they are stated to have held Lodges of Instruction. Presumably these
Commissioners took advantage of their visits to impart instruction in matters of
ritual.

In the following year (1816) a Provincial Lodge of Instruction was formed
in Bristol by Bro. F. C. Husenbeth. thc Deputy Provincial Grand Master, on his
return from London ** with the newly altered mode of lecturing ™. This Lodge of
Instruction, called the United Brotherly Lodge of Instruction. appears not to have
been attached to any regular Lodge, but to have met under the authority of the
Provincial Grand Master -

[

in the Upper Room at Freemasons’ Hall upon the Quay : Or
at such other place as may be appointed hereafter, by the request of
the said Lodge, and the consent of the R.W. P.G.M. and his Deputy ",

to quote from a printed copy of thc Bye-Laws dated 1816. Upon the formation
of this Provincial Lodge of Instruction it was agreed

“That the Members of this Lodge be unlimited as to number ; but to
consist only of brethren who are subscribing members of some Lodge
in the district of Bristol ; and that they congregate the second, fourth
and fifth Monday in every month ; and that the 5th Monday be always
a Master’s Night.”

The entrance fee was three shillings, and the subscription sixpence a meeting for
all members, whether present or absent. A visitor was required to pay

“any sum not exceeding half a guinea, which the Brethren might decide
upon, or he might be admitted once without making a contribution.”

But—

‘“ any strange brother wishing to visit who is not vouched for, shall not
be admitted before he has taken the cautionary obligation : and before
he is allowed to take such obligation, he shall produce his Certificate
and prove himself.”

This so-called “cautionary obligation” was presumably to the effect that the
intending visitor was a regular Mason in good standing.

An earlier attempt to form a Provincial Lodge of Instruction for the
Province of Bristol had been made in 1803—ten years before the Union. Two
preliminary meetings were held at St. Augustine’s Tavern in Frogmore Street at
Bristol, but no records appear to have survived of any further meetings.

In the Province of Lincolnshire in the year 1825, four Lodges of Instruction
were held at Lincoln in the month of September under the supervision of Bro.
Peter Gilkes, the renowned exponent of Emulation working.

Fourteen years later, on October 17th, 1839, at a meeting of the Provincial
Grand Lodge of Cheshire, held at the Talbot Inn, Northwich, it was resolved:

“. . . That steps should be taken to procure the instructions of a
Brother skilled in the present system of working in the Craft adopted
by the G. Lodge of England. to make a Circuit of this Province to
instruct all the Lodges in one uniform system of working.”

The Provincial Grand Master undertook to obtain the services of a suitable
instructor and to contribute towards the expenses of his “ Circuit ”. Unless this
proposal came to nought it is probable that the contemporary records of a number
of Cheshire Lodges would be found to contain references to this itinerant instructor.
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The introduction of Deacons evidently puzzled some of the Modern Lodges.
At Poole, in Dorset. the Lodge of Amity No. 137 called a * Special Lodge of
Instruction ™ on January l14th. 1814, for the purposc of ““appointing Deacons ™.

The city of Derby provides an interesting cxample of a Lodge of Instruction
being formed by unattached Brethren while awaiting the outcome of their
application for a warrant authorising them to meet as a regular Lodge. The
Tyrian Lodge No. 253 having refused to sponsor the formation of another Lodge
at Derby in the autumn of 1817, a letter in the following terms was addressed to
Grand Lodge carly in thc new year by one of the unattached Brethren:—

“Derby 29* Jan® 1818
Sir & Brother

Your polite Answer to an united request was duly received.
dated the 10*™ Nov* last, and it was handed to the W.M. of the Tyrian
Lodge. requesting we might be favored with the New Book of Con-
stitution agreeable 1o your direction, they have thought proper to detain
the Letter until last week, when the Master informed us we could not
see it, we might join their Lodge, but this we cannot do from our
Circumstances in Life not being able to meet the great expences of that
Lodge.

We continue to meet once a fortnight and form a School of
Instruction, and are desirous of having a Warrant and becoming a
regular Constituted Lodge. if obtained we make no doubt but we
shall flourish, if you will have the goodness to inform us how we may
procure the New Book of Constitution so that we may make our
Application, we shall esteem it a particular favor, we shall wait with
the greatest patience., and unweried diligence until it can be constitu-
tionally Obtained. and am with fraternal regard

Sir
' your very Obe' Ser*
& faithfull Brother
M" Edw" Harper Rob" Litchfield
&c &c

Morledge Derby ™

As the long-awaited warrant was never issued, it would be interesting to
know how long these unattached Brethren continued to meet as an unauthorised
Lodge of Instruction. In the absence of evidence to establish that these Brethren
actually made Masons, it is perhaps advisable to resist the temptation to claim
this as an cxample of another hitherto unrecorded Lodge.

Some thirty years later, in the neighbouring Province of Leicestershire. an
unsuccessful attempt was made to reduce a regular Lodge to the status of a Lodge
of Instruction. The Lodge in question was the Knights of Malta Lodge No. 50
at Hinckley, which still continues to flourish. Early in 1846, when attempts were
being made to form a second Lodge in the city of Leicester, two of the petitioners
visited the Lodge at Hinckley (then numbered 58) to enquire whether the members
of that Lodge would be willing to have their warrant transferred to Leicester.
The minutes of the Lodge at Hinckley contain this record of the visit:—

“It being in anticipation of Establishing another Lodge in the
Town of Leicester, Ours was visited by two Brothers from St. John's
for the purpose in Soliciting the favour in having our Warrant transferd.
over to them and Lodge 58 in future to remain only as a Lodge of
Instruction. The proposition being put to the Vote was carried
unanimously in the Negative, not one Voice being in favour of the.
Application.”
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One of the London Lodges of Instruction which bridged the period of the
Union was the Lodge of Instruction named after, but apparently not sanctioned by.
the Castle Lodge No. 25—a ** Modern ™ Lodge, formed in 1730, which was erased
in 1854. A minute book of this Lodge of Instruction covering the years 1812-1820
is preserved in the Grand Lodge Library. The list of members with which this
book commences contains the namgs of 220 Brethren representative of about 50
different Lodges. From the first entry in the minutes it is obvious that previous
meetings had been held. During the first part of the period covered by these
minutes the weekly meetings were held on Sundays:; but later, with occasional
intervals of inactivity, the meetings were held on Thursdays as well as on Sundays.
and difficulties eventually arose over the confirmation of the double set of minutes
each week. The Master was elected for a month at a time, and. on election,
appointed his Wardens for that period. Casual references to * the penny ™ and
to " the Fee " lead one to infer that the joining fee, at first ten pence, was later
increased to a shilling, while the attendance fee remained at one penny.

From the figures tabulated below it will be seen that Lectures predominated
over the rehearsal of ceremonies until the autumn of 1815, when a perceptible
change took place in the nature of the work and the rehearsal of ceremonies
thereafter predominated over the Lectures.

Number of meetings ' Nature of work
Sunday Thursday Total Lectures Degrees
Dec: 20 1 2 3 1 2 3
1812
to 129 56 185 161 25 2 10 5 1
July 15
1815

Oct: 22

1815

to 136 52 188
July 23

1820

“n
‘N
E=N

0 113 18 1

Bro. Gilkes, of Emulation fame, attended the Castle Lodge of Instruction
on January 17th, 1813, and Bro. Claret a week later. The Union which took place
in December of that year is not even mentioned in the minutes ; nor is there any
reference in these minutes to the Lodge of Reconciliation, or to any change in the
ritual.

That the Castle Lodge of Instruction was well equipped is to be inferred
from the minutes of June 5th, 1814, which record the purchase of a. set of
candlesticks, and from the minutes of May 26th. 1816. which record the
expenditure of

“ Three Guineas & a half for a Windlass Capstern Brass Work &c &c
to wind up the perfect Haslar.”

It is also noteworthy that this Lodge of Instruction subscribed a guinea a year to
the Cumberland School, the precursor of the Royal Masonic Institution for Girls.

The practice of contributing regularly to the three Masonic Institutions
became quite common amongst Lodges of Instruction in the course of the next
hundred years : and during the past quarter of a century the Royal Masonic
Hospital has derived much benefit from this benevolent practice.

With the advance of the nineteenth century. Lodges of Instruction became
more numerous and their proceedings gradually acquired a more or less standard
pattern. For this reason the later records are apt to lose much interest : but from
time to time the written record is found to contain a lighter touch, as, for instance.
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when it is recorded by the Secretary of the South Saxon Lodge at Lewes on
June 18th, 1828:—

“ As there was only Six Members present the Lodge was not
opened & the Brethren amused themselves by a Lodge of Instruction.”

Six years later (in 1834) the members of the Tyrian Lodge at Derby were
summoned )
“to have a good drill.”

This reference to drill on the part of the members of a non-military Lodge
serves to introduce another incident with a military flavour quoted by Bro. Lepper
in his paper, Freemasonry and the Sea. According to the Freemasons’ Quarterly
Review of March, 1836:

“QOur Brother Major R. G. Macdonald of the 49th Regiment

N.I. has left England to join his regiment . . . in Bengal. The
Major is the bearer of a Warrant to establish a Lodge in that
place "

Full of enthusiasm, Brother Macdonald identified a number of Freemasons
amongst his fellow commissioned officers on board ship, and for their benefit held
a periodic Lodge of Instruction with the active assistance of the Captain of the
vessel, while the duties of Tyler were carried out by a serjeant.

A hundred years after this periodic Lodge of Instruction held on board
an East Indiaman, there flourished in the China Seas a China Fleet Lodge of
Instruction, which, with the approval of Grand Lodge. was formed for the
benefit of naval Brethren serving on the China Station. Membership of this
Lodge of Instruction was confined to Master Masons serving in the armed forces
of the Crown : and by agreement between the three District Grand Masters of
Northern China, Hong Kong and South China, and the Eastern Archipelago, it
was arranged that whenever the Fleet was anchored off territory within their
respective jurisdictions, meetings of the China Fleet Lodge of Instruction should,
if possible, be held on shore under the supervision of one of the local regular
Lodges under the English Constitution, but that if the Brethren serving in any
individual ship of the China Fleet desired to hold a Lodge of Instruction on
board .at places where no such Lodge was located on shore, “ Branch meetings ™
of the China Fleet Lodge of Instruction could be held on board ship. The earliest
branches to be formed under this arrangement were those established on
board HM.S. * Cornwall ”, * Suffolk ”, “ Hermes ”, “ Berwick ”, *‘ Petersfield ”,
“ Cumberland ”, “Kent” and **Medway”. 1In 1932 a separate branch was
formed for the local Destroyer Flotilla. This naval Lodge of Instruction owed
its inception to the “ H.M.S. Hawkins ” Lodge of Rehearsal, which functioned at
Shanghai between 1927 and 1929. Under these elastic arrangements the China
Fleet Lodge of Instruction continued to flourish until the outbreak of the second
world war.

Since the introduction of sea cruises for the leisured traveller many
Masonic gatherings have been held at sea. At such gatherings, under adequate
safeguards, those present usually exchange Masonic reminiscences or listen to
an address ; the rehearsal of Masonic ceremonial in such surroundings is generally
regarded as inappropriate.

Section VII
REGULATIONS GOVERNING LdDGES OF INSTRUCTION

The earliest regulations governing Lodges of Instruction are those contained
in the 1815 edition of the Book of Constitutions. These regulations, amplified in
1841 and again in 1884, were re-drafted in the 1940 revision of the Book of
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Constitutions. To facilitate comparison the texts of the relevant regulations in
these four editions (1815, 1841, 1884 and 1940) are set out in parailel columns in
the second appendix to this lecture. Minor alterations to these regulations were
made in 1853 and 1858 : but as these alterations were in spelling and punctuation
only it is considered unnecessary to burden the comparative table with the texts
of these two intermediate editions.

It would be inappropriate in this lecture to embark upon a detailed
disquisition on points of Masonic jurisprudence ; but it is worth noting that ever
since the Union it has always been obligatory for a Lodge of Instruction to be held
under the sanction of a regular Lodge, unless a special license has been granted
by the Grand Master for the Lodge of Instruction to be held without such sanction.
A formal request for such a license was put forward by the Emulation Lodge of
Improvement in the year 1830, but the application was refused.

In the first edition of the Book of Constitutions to be published after the
Union a distinction appears to have been drawn between “ private " and “ general
Lodges of Instruction. Regulation 21, which governed * Private Lodges ™.
contained a clause providing for the establishment by any such Lodge of “a lodge
of instruction” ; and a later but un-numbered rcgulation in the same edition
contained two clauses legislating for the establishment of ‘ general lodges of
instruction "—the word * general ” indicating, presumably, that Lodges of Instruc-
tion so described were not confined to the members of the parent Lodge. In the
corresponding regulations printed in subsequent editions of the Book of Constitu-
rions, the earlier clause dealing with *lodges of instruction™ (without any
qualifying epithet) was omitted for the first time in the edition of 1841, while the
later clauses dealing with * general lodges of instruction” were reproduced in
essentials in all editions—the word * general” continuing to appear in every
edition until that of 1884.

The Book of Constitutions now current contains four regulations (Rules
132—135) governing Lodges of Instruction of the type formerly described as
“ general ', but is silent on the question of private assemblies confined to the
members of a single Lodge and held for the rehearsal of ceremonies to be
performed at the regular meetings of those Lodges : such assemblies are regarded
as informal meetings for rehearsal or drill.

From time to time the Board of General Purposes has been called upon
to deal with alleged infringements of the Book of Constitutions on the part of
Lodges of Instruction. In 1874 an announcement which appeared in a public
newspaper, to the effect that the ceremonies of Consecration and Installation would
be rehearsed at a meeting of a certain “ Club of Instruction ”, led to the Brethren
concerned being summoned to appear before the Board. Having ascertained that
the so-called “ Club of Instruction™ was in reality a ** General” Lodge of
Instruction meeting without the sanction of a regular Lodge or the special license
of the Grand Master, the Board of General Purposes censured the Presiding Officer.
the Preceptor, the Secretary, and the landlord of the tavern at which the meetings
had been held. This censure was confirmed by Grand Lodge.

As innumerable instances can be quoted of the rehearsal of abstract cere-
monies by Lodges of Instruction ever since the Union of 1813, it is somewhat
surprising to find it stated in Oliver’s Institutes of Masonic Jurisprudence, up to
and including the edition of 1874, that the performance of abstract ceremonies by
Lodges of Instruction is unlawful. Oliver’s statement was couched in the following
terms: —

“No abstract ceremonies can be legally performed, and all

attempts at initiating a candidate would subject such a Lodge to
extinction, and its members to the utmost penalty of the law.”

It is difficult to account for that part of this declaration which pronounced as
illegal the performance of abstract ceremonies, if by that expression was meant the
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rehearsal of the ritual of the three degrees with a member of the Order representing
the candidate ; but there was ample justification for the warning against the
initiation of genuine candidates at the meetings of Lodges of Instruction, for
numerous examples can be given of the performance of such ceremonies. In many
cases Lodges of Instruction were treated as being in the nature of Emergency
Meetings of the parent Lodge, and Lodge business of every description was trans-
acted at the Lodge or at the Lodge of Instruction indiscriminately. Even as late
as 1868 the Craft degrees were being conferred in their Lodge of Instruction by
the members of the Lodge of Faith No. 344 at Radcliff in Lancashire, as is evident
from this minute of the parent Lodge:—

24th October. 1868.

* Bro. John. Davenport was passed to the degree of a fellow
craft. and Mr. Mark Astley took the entered apprentice degree in a
lodge of instruction.”

Another outstanding example of this state of affairs is provided by the
records of Mount Moriah Lodge No. 34. According to the published History of
this Lodge, ** School Nights ” were held by the Lodge of Instruction between 1802
and 1816 : the minutes relating to the School Nights, as well as those relating to
Emergency Meetings of the Lodge, were from time to time confirmed at regular
meetings of the Lodge or at meetings of the School. and the ceremonies of
initiation, passing and raising, were conducted in Lodge or School, or some in one
and some in the other ; the fees payable by candidates for initiation or for joining
membership were identical whether the candidate was proposed at Lodge or at
School ; and finally, the ceremony of ** Passing the Chair ” took place in School as
well as in Lodge. and ceremonies described as  Excellent " and “ High Excellent ™
were carried out at the Lodge of Instruction on School Nights.

In the 1820 edition of the By-Laws of the Lodge of Antiquity No. 2,
provision was expressly made for certain Lodge business to be transacted at the
weekly meetings of the Lodge of Instruction **if sanctioned by the Master ™" : —

By-Law XX
* Lodges of Instruction.

A Lodge of Instruction shall be held every Friday Evening from
October to June. both inclusive, at which Propositions for Admissions
or Initiations (it sanctioned by the Master) shall be receivable, as if
they were brought forward at a General Meeting in open Lodge (the
usual Deposit being made). provided such Propositions be made in
time to be inserted in the Summonses for the next General Meeting.
At the Lodge of Instruction also, Candidates for the Second Degree
may be examined, and the result reported to the next General Meeting
of the Lodge. The Expenses of the Lodge of Instruction shall be
defrayed out of the Funds of the Lodge.”

Section VIII
STATISTICS

In the absence of any official register of Lodges of Instruction maintained
by either of the pre-Union Grand Lodges, it is impossible to ascertain how many
Lodges of Instruction were at work in England during the period leading up to
the Union of 1813 : but from other sources of information it is possible to obtain
an approximate idea of the number of Lodges of Instruction functioning in London
under the Grand Lodge of the ™ Moderns ™ during the closing years of the
eighteenth century. The following figures have been gleaned from three “Modern™
publications—The Freemasons’ Magazine of March, 1795, Stephen lones’ Masonic
Miscellanies of 1797, and Browne’s Master Key of 1798.
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The Stephen Jones’ Browne’s
Freemasons' Masonic Master
Magazine Miscellanies Key
1795 1797 1798
Meeting on:
Sundays 9 15 18
Mondays 3 3 2
Tuesdays 3 2 2
Wednesdays 2 3 3
Thursdays 0 3 4
Fridays 2 2 1
Saturdays 0 0 0
19 28 30

No comparable figures are available in respect of the “ Ancients ™.

From these particulars it will be observed that about half the “ Modern
Lodges of Instruction then meeting weekly in London were meeting on Sundays.
The popularity of Sunday meetings continued well into post-Union days. in the
Provinces as well as in London, and is still reflected in the Sunday meetings of
certain Masonic Clubs of Instruction.

From the year 1815 it has been obligatory for all Lodges of Instruction
meeting in the London area to notify the Grand Secretary of the times and places -
of their meetings. Accordingly, although the official registers are by no means
continuous from that date to the present time, it is, in fact, possible to quote
official statistics for the metropolitan Lodges of Instruction ; but it would be unsafe
to assume that all those Lodges of Instruction complied with the requirements of
Grand Lodge until quite late in the nineteenth century.

The first official register contains particulars of forty-two London Lodges
of Instruction, the last entry being dated 1832. The Stability Lodge of Instruction,
although known to' have been working at that time, is not mentioned in this
register ; but the eighteenth entry mentions the Emulation Lodge of Improvement
as the “ Emulation Lodge of Instruction ” with the addition of the words “ for
Masters only ”, by which was meant Master Masons (as is clear from contemporary
announcements in The Public Ledger). The days of meeting of these Lodges of
Instruction may be analysed as follows:—

—
=]

Meeting on Sundays
Mondays
Tuesdays
Wednesdays
Thursdays
Fridays
Saturdays

l — U B oo NN
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The lower total of forty-one is accounted for by reason of the fact that one Lodge
of Instruction met twice a week—on Sundays and Wednesdays—while in the case
of two other Lodges of Instruction the day of meeting is not stated.

From 1832 until 1841 there is a gap of nine years not covered by any official
register of Lodges of Instruction; but from 1841 to.the present day the number
of duly registered London Lodges of Instruction will be found recorded annually
in The Freemasons' Calendar or in The Masonic Year Book. as the case may be,
with the exception of the year 1940, when neither the Year Book nor a supplement
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was published on account of the war. The relevant figures may conveniently be
summarised in a table giving the totals at intervals of ten years from 1841 to the
present day:—

London Lodges of Instruction

Number Number of
of London
Year London Lodges of Percentage
Lodges Instruction
1841 108 3 (see footnote)
1851 126 25 20%
1861 147 43 29%
1871 186 60 32%
1881 304 114 37%
1891 374 170 45%
1901 497 218 43%
1911 681 306 45%
1921 823 316 38%
1931 1102 462 42%
1941 1280 609 47%

(The small total for the year 1841, namely 3, can hardly be accurate,
because seven years earlier—in December, 1834—The Freemasons Quarterly
Review gave particulars of 12 Lodges of Instruction in London, with the names
of “such Brethren as may be said to take the lead in their government ”, and
then added this note : —* Besides the above, many Lodges hold private Lodges of
Instruction for their individual members, as the Antiquity, Old Union, and others .)

The corresponding figures shortly before the publication of the Masonic
Year Book for 1950 were as follows: —

1949 1485 650 44%

The time-lag in the publication of this paper in our Transactions enables the
corresponding figures to be given for the year 1951:—

1951 1508 802 529%

Particulars of country Lodges of Instruction are not normally given in the
Masonic Year Book ; but in the Year Book for 1920 details of 331 such Lodges
of Instruction were given in addition to the 294 Lodges of Instruction then
registered in the London area.

From time to time a Lodge has been known to sponsor more than one
Lodge of Instruction—presumably for the benefit of a scattered membership.
The most noteworthy example of this multiplication of Lodges of Instruction on
the part of a single Lodge appears to be that of Arklow Regis Lodge No. 4481,
which, according to the Masonic Year Book of 1941, met at the Piccadilly Hotel in
London and sponsored no less than three separate Lodges of Instruction, one at
Clapton. another at Putney, and a third as far afield as Luton—all meeting on
Mondays. For a short period the South Saxon Lodge No. 311, which has always
been located at Lewes, maintained its only Lodge of Instruction at Newhaven.
No doubt other examples of this peripatetic arrangement could be quoted from
the Provinces.

At Meltham in the West Riding of Yorkshire, the Lodge of Peace No. 149
between the two World Wars maintained concurrently two Lodges of Instruction
—one for the benefit of junior members, which it was customary to refer to as
*“the Junior Instruction Lodge .

A Lodge of Instruction for Installed Masters only, was formed in Madras
in 1897, under the sanction of the Lodge of Perfect Unanimity No. 150 ; this
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special Lodge of Instruction, instead of taking its name from the parent Lodge,
became known as “ The Perfect Ashlar Lodge of Instruction .

This review of Lodges of Instruction, their origin and development, would
not be complete without reference to those gatherings in captivity when serving
members of the Craft defied the vigilance of their guards and met together for
the rehearsal of masonic ceremonial. Many accounts have been received of
Masonic activities in prisoner-of-war camps on the continent of Europe and in
the Far East during the second of the two World Wars, and several interesting
relics of such gatherings may now be seen in the Grand Lodge Museum. These
gatherings were usually held under the guise of a religious service or of a lecture,
and one of the members present was always prepared to plunge at a moment’s
notice into the middle of an erudite sermon, or perhaps a lecture on some harmless
subject such as the cultivation of mushrooms. The mental repetition of Masonic
ritual in private, or its oral repetition in association with other Brethren while
prisoners-of-war, may well have helped to prescrve the mental balance of many
Brethren during the years of their captivity.

Since the end of the war a number of Masonic Clubs or Associations have
been formed with official approval within the lines of the British forces of
occupation in Europe, to enable Freemasons serving with those forces to meet
in enemy occupied territory for the rehearsal of the ceremonies under the super-
vision of‘responsible members of the Craft.

In conclusion it is desired to pay tribute to those enthusiastic and pains-
taking Brethren who, week after week, month after month, and year after year,
either as individual preceptors or else as members of a committee, officiate at the
meetings of Lodges of Instruction, embued with the one desire to assist their less
experienced Brethren to master the intricacies of Masonic ceremonial and to
gain a wider knowledge and a deeper understanding of the ritual of the Craft.

APPENDIX 1

Extracts from records relating to eighteenth century Lodges of Instruction.

1768 (Modern) ST. JOHN’S LODGE No. 167 London

Minutes of 1st September, 1768.

NB. Br. John Marshall was this Night Elected by the Majority
of I Tylor for the year Insuing & Past Nemynicon. . . This Night
allso was Agreed and past Nem-con. that he should Attend on the
Lodge & and Members thereof on Thursday Nights as a School for
Instruction of the Younger Members.

Minutes of . . . 1787.
Proposed this Night to attend ye Lodge of Instruction at Br.

Brain’s on a Thursday night for ye Future Except on the Regular
Lodge Night.

Minutes of 5th November, 1795.
Br. Watson proposed that a Lodge of Instruction be held at
Br. Rice’s on Sunday evenings during the Winter season, which
proposition being duly seconded it past Unanimously—Agreed. that
the Time of Meeting be at 6 o'clock, and that the Tyler give Notice
to the Members for next Sunday Evening.

Minutes of . . . November, 1801.

The Secretary is requested to give notice to all the Brn. that
a Lodge of Instruction will be held at Br. Fitch’s, the Flask Tavern.
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on Sunday evening next at 7 o'clock & every succeeding Sunday
during the winter. ;

Minutes of . . . December, 1801.

It was agreed this Evening to meet at Br. Fitch’s on Wednesday
Eveng. next & hold a Lodge of Instruction.

Minutes of 9th March, 1809.

: that a School of Instruction be held on the last Monday
in every month at 7 o’clock.

(Modern) THE LODGE OF EMULATION No. 2] London

Minutes of 21st April, 1773.

The R.W.M. made a Motion, which was seconded. “ That in
order to promote a knowledge of Masonry among the members, a
Lodge of Instruction be established, to meet once a fortnight, and that
Two Shillings and Sixpence be allowed from the fund of the Lodge
toward defraying the expence of each meeting”. It passed in the
affirmative.

Report of Committee on 2lIst October, 1776.

Fifth “That a Lodge of Instruction shall be held on the first
Monday in each Month at The Fleece in Well Court, Queen St.
Cheapside, and that the sum of 5/- shall be from time to time allowed
out of the fund of this Lodge towards the expences thereof ™.

Minutes of 16th March, 1778.

The R.W.M. reported from last Lodge of Instructions, that
5/- was found to be too small an allowance on that occasion ; it was
therefore proposed that 10/6 be allowed for that purpose in future.
and that the private Lodge be held for the future at The London
Tavern, on the first Monday in every Month: all of which was
unanimously agreed to.

Minutes of 17th September, 1781.

A Motion being made and Seconded that a Lodge of Instruction,
for the members only, be held on the first Monday in every month,
and that 10/6 be allowed from the Lodge Fund towards the expence
of each Lodge of Instruction.

(Note—Three months later this sum was doubled.)

Minutes of 18th November, 1811.

P.M. White stated to the Lodge that the R.W.M. Wardens,
himself and the Secretary, together with Brothers Batchelor and Percy
of this Lodge, and Brother Moore of the Corner Stone Lodge No. 26,
had resolved to form a Lodge of Instruction, to be called the Emula-
tion Lodge of Instruction, and that they had formed Rules and Orders
for the Government thereof, which being read, it was moved and
seconded that the same be entered on the minutes of this Lodge for
the information of the Members thereof, and the question being put,
was carried unanimously.

(Note—The Emulation Lodges of Instruction mentioned in the pre-
ceding minutes must not be confused with the Emulation Lodge
of Improvement, which was formed by the Lodge of Hope
No. 7 in the year 1823.)
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1774 (Time Immemorial)l THE LODGE OF ANTIQUITY No. 2 London
The Memorial of John Bottomly, John Noorthouck and James Brearley

1786

1786

1788

1795

(published in 1778).
The Memorial.
Sheweth

That your Memorialists . . . who are among the oldest
Members of the Lodge of Antiquity introduc’d Br. William Preston
into that Lodge about four years ago. :

That Bror. Preston after bemg not only admitted but honour’d
with the Masters Chair, crouded in such a Succession of Young Masons,
as totally transferred all the power of the Lodge to him & his new
acquaintance, and enabled him to keep possession of the Master’s
Chair for three years and a half.

That during this time Bror. Preston kept up private Weekly
meetings of these young Bretheren, under the name of a Lodge of
Instruction, in which meetings, he occasionally as your Memoralists
have been inform’d propogated notions of peculiar original powers
residing in their Lodge, exempt from the authority of the Grand
Lodge.

(Modern) GRENADIERS’ LODGE No. 66 London

Minutes of 12th July, 1786.
This night Br. Moore member of the Lodge of Instruction held
at this house made this Lodge a present of a set of Hirams and the
Brethren of that Lodge who were present received thanks for the same.

(Modern) VACATION LODGE No. 59 London
(extinct)

Minutes of 26th July, 1786.
Messrs. Clark & Claridge were this night Initiated into the first
& second degrees of Masonry, having been proposed, unanimously
approved, and deposit paid at the Lodge of Instruction held on' Friday
evening.

(Modern) OLD DUNDEE LODGE No. 18 London
Minutes of 13th March, 1788.

Lodge Night. Br. Betson proposed That a Private Lodge of
Instruction be held in the Making Room of this Lodge every Monday
Evening for the Benefit of the Members of this Lodge only, the expense
of which is to be defrayed by the Members who may meet, 2nd and
carried unanimously.

(Modern) LODGE OF FIDELITY No. 289 Leeds

Minutes of 30th September, 1795.

It was proposed by Br. Wright & seconded by the W .M. that
either the W.M. S. or J.W. do attend one night in ea week for 1 Hour
sav from 7 to 8 o'Clock in the evening for the instruction of Junr. Brs.
& that the said Officers for Non Attendance shall Foriwite One Shilling,
which was agreed to. It was also propos’d that on Monday Night
next the W.M. should begin, then S.W. after that JJW. and so on
alternately. The fines to be spent among the Members that attend.

Minutes of 2nd May, 1796.
It was propos’d by the W.M. that the night of Instructions
should be held here every alternate Monday at 7 o’Clock.
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Minutes of 11th January, 1799.

Bror. Bulmer Propos’d that the forfits of the Nights of
Instruction should be given to a Benevolent Society that is either to
the Infirmary or any other were the Body thinks Proper.

Minutes of 4th October, 1801.
Lodge of Instructions, Open’d in the Ist Step in Masonry in
presence of . . . When P. O. & L. were given, The Master,
Wardens & Deacons, was change in they respective Offices

(Note—“P. O. & L.” presumably stand for Preparation,
Obligation and Lecture.)

Minutes of 25th October, 1801.
P. O. & L. were given twice.

Minutes of 5th May, 1825.

This day the Lodge. of Instruction was revived in the presence
of G s '

It was proposed by Br. Sherwood & met with the unanimous
concurrence of the brethren present, that in future the Brethren should
each in rotation occupy the chair, & that the S.W. of the preceding
meeting should preside as W.M. that the J.W. of the preceding Meeting
should act as S.W. & that the W.M. for the evening should nominate
a Brother as J.W. The Lodge separated highly pleased with this
arrangement & the unanimous wish of all present seemed to me—
* Esto perpetuo .

Minutes of 6th September, 1838.

The undermentioned Brethren met, & after waiting a considerable
time for the W.M. (unfortunately engaged on family business) retired
at o’clock

. (7 names)
It is worthy of remark that neither the WM nor any of his

The Brethren decamped in pretty good order at o’clock.

The writer of the above is in error, One of the W.M.’s very
essential Officers was present viz Bro. John Chambers, Secretary.
John Young, W.M.

10th Sept., 1838.

1796 (Modern) LODGE OF JEHOSAPHAT No. 291 Bristol

(extinct)
Minutes of . . . 1796.

. That many of the young Brethren, being desirous of
gammg Masonic knowledge, the R.W.M. be requested to hold a Lodge
of Instruction for the purpose of enabling them to gain such knowledge
with the greater facility . . . The R.W.M. informed the Brethren
he would hold a Lodge of Instruction on the second and fourth Monday
in each month at the George, Narrow Wine Street.

1797 (Modern) SOUTH SAXON LODGE No. 311 Lewes

Minutes of 2nd May, 1797.
that a Lodge of Instruction be instituted for the purpose
of the Brethren being instructed in the masonic duties and that the
meetings should take place on Every Friday Evening at Eight oClock
to commence from Friday Evening next, which . . . was agreed to.
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Minutes of Ist November, 1797.

The R.W.M. proposed that the Brethren meet twice a week
(Tuesday and Thursday) for the purpose of Instructing the Brethren in
Masonry—which was approved of.

Minutes of 18th April, 1798.

Lodges of Instruction be held at the Hall twice in each
Week namely on Monday and Thursday at which Days or as often
as each Member can, he is requested to attend to perfect himself prior
to the Anniversary.

1797 (Ancient) ST. JOHN'S LODGE No. 70 Exeter

Minutes of 12th September, 1797.

It was proposed by the W.M. of Lodge No. 282 and seconded
by the W.M. of this Lodge that the brethren should meet every
Wednesday evening for Instruction from 7 to 10. In case of non-
attendance to pay the sum of 6d. unless they can show cause to excuse.

Minutes of 14th November, 1797.

Lodge of Instruction was opened in due form at 8 o’clock, when
Bro. Joseph Hedgland was entered. Called off to refresh at 4 past 9
and on again at 10. Closed at 4 past in perfect harmony.

1799 (Ancient) PERCY LODGE No. 198 London

Minutes of 5th March, 1799
(as paraphrased in the published History of this Lodge).

On March 5th 1799 the W.M. and Brethren sanctioned the
formation of a Lodge of Instruction, to be held in the same house, to
commence on the third Monday in this month, and to be held on every
succeeding Monday under the direction of Bro. Ranger.

1799 (Ancient) ROYAL GLOUCESTER LODGE No. 130  Southampton

Minutes of 26th April, 1799.

Lodge of Instruction met for the purpose of affording Bro.
Thompson an opportunity of hearing a lecture when Bro. Ibbotson
proposed Captn. Wm. Bellin, Mariner, to be made a Mason in this
Lodge and deposited One Guinea for that purpose.

1790 (Modern) ANCHOR AND HOPE LODGE No. 37 Bolton
or later
Undated Bye-laws subsequently added to the Lodge Bye-laws of 1790:—

It is agreed by the undersigned Brethren, that they will meet
at the house of Brother Henry Horrocks, Masons Arms, in Windy
Bank, on the Sunday following the regular Lodge night, and every
second Sunday after, at 6 o’clock in the Evening, to compleat them-
selves in the sacred mysteries of Masonry, and to receive regular
lectures thereon.

Any person neglecting to attend exactly at above-mentioned
time, shall forfeit three pence.

It is further agreed that there shall be no liquor after Opening
until the end of the lecture, and that each Brother shall spend four-
pence.
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At the conclusion of the paper, a cordial vote of thanks was accorded to Bro. lvor
Grantham on the proposition of the W.M., seconded by the SW.; and comments were
offered by or on behalf of Bros. C. D. Rotch, J. Heron Lepper, G. Y. Johnson, the Rev. H.
Poole, F. L. Pick, H. H. Hallett, E. H. Cartwright, S. Pope, J. R. Rylands, G. S. Draffen,
C. Marshall Rose, G. W. Bullamore, H. W. Chetwin, E. Eyles, and W. Boulton.

Bro. H. C. BootH, S.W., said:—

I have much pleasure in seconding the vote of thanks to Bro. Grantham
for his very interesting paper. It is really not possible to make comments on a
paper such as this, but there are in the paper references to certain subjects which
open the door for the research student to add a modicum of information on that
subject gained from his own researches.

For instance, with regard to William Preston and his Chapter of Harodim,
some years ago | came across a very small book in Grand Lodge Library while
looking for other things. The title page stated: —

The Pocket Manual
or
Freemason Guide
to the
Science of Freemasonry
in three Parts
containing
A Syllabus of the Lectures and a
particular Detail of the Subjects
treated in each Section
with
Many interesting Remark, Charges, &c
suited to the different Degrees

Part 11
London

printed by T. Chapman Navils
Court Fetter-Lane

MDCC.XCII
(Price Five Shillings each Part)

To
The Council
Assistant Council
other Officers and Companions
of the
Second Class
of the
Ancient and Venerable
Order of Harodim
for whose use
It is principally intended.
This Manual
is
Respectfully inscribed
by
The Editor
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Most of the book is printed in code, but some few parts are printed in full.

CEGOSH HELBEE Second Degree
LESEBAP CEGDIOS General Section
OTESISL 'Opening

GPOCISL Closing

KIBCD CEGDIOS First Section (7 Clauses)
CEGOSH ,, Second ,, (9 . )
DMIBH " Third ., (7 wo )
KOUBDM ,, Fourth ,, (13 )

In Bro. Grantham's quotation on the Third Part (Third Degree), an Ode
on Masonry is mentioned. There is also an Ode in the Second Part (Second
Degree). This is printed in full.

The Lodge of Promulgation was formed to teach the * Moderns” the
ancient landmarks, which had long been neglected by them, particularly the
Installation of Masters of Lodges. It consisted entirely of “ Moderns ” except for
one man, a Bro. Charles Valentine, who had joined the Lodge of Antiquity No. 1
after being excluded by the * Ancients or Athol Masons ”, and it was from him
they obtained the information about the Installation, which ceremony they had
not used for many years until it was quite forgotten. (See Henry Sadler’s Masonic
Facts and Fictions, page 159, etc., etc.)

Bro. J. HERON LEPPER said : —

Bro. Grantham has collected so much evidence dealing with Lodges of
Instruction in the English Constitution that it is certainly out of my power to add
to it. A few scraps of information, however, drawn from the sister constitution
of Ireland might be considered of sufficient interest to form materials for the
comments I wish to offer.

In most Irish Lodges the means of instruction employed seems to have been
by question and answer, what in those days was called a Lecture. Two minutes
from Lodge 569, Strabane, will illustrate this point:—

“ 5th November, 1788.
Afterwards a Lecture on Masonry was Given by the Master the Lodge
closed etc. etc.”

“7th October, 1789.
Br. And Mungan past and raised to that Supreme Degree of a Master
Mason. Afterwards a Lecture on Masonry was given by our Worship-
ful Master”

Perhaps the most definite evidence we have that the so-called Lectures were
question and answer will be found in the By-Laws of Glittering Star Lodge No. 322,
1.C. This Lodge was warranted in 1759 in the Worcester Regiment, and is still
in existence as one of the brightest stars in the Irish constellation. The old
By-Laws were reprinted in 1870 while the Lodge was in Jamestown, Jamaica, and
from a copy in the Grand Lodge Library I quote as follows: —

“ Every member of this Lodge is to endeavour to instruct him-
self in the advancement of Masonry. Or if any Brother be rusty in a
Lecture going round, he is to stand up and hail to his left hand Brother
in the proper manner.”
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This form of Lecture, however, must be distinguished from another form
of Masonic Lecture, of which we find a notice in Dublin in the eighteenth century.
In the 1780’s one of the leading ritualists in Dublin was a certain William
Rainsford, who is noted as being principal instructor in the Kilwinning Lodge in
July, 1781. 1In 1785 he published a prospectus of his Masonic Lectures. From
this prospectus we gather that they dealt mainly with a plea for unity, and that in
Craft ceremonies regard should be paid only to essentials. It seems extremely
likely that our Bro. Rainsford had the split between the * Antients ” and the
*Moderns ” in his mind’s eye. because we know from other sources that he was
in friendly converse with many English Masons who visited Dublin at the time
he was principally active as a Freemason.

On Ist September, 1785, the Grand Lodge of Ireland gave formal permission
to Rainsford to open a room for the purpose of giving these Lectures on Free-
masonry, so it was evident that he was looked upon as being orthodox in his
views—orthodoxy that is from the “ Antient” or Irish standpoint.

Rainsford’s most intimate friend was a certain Bro. Sisson Putland Darling ;
both he and Rainsford were among the first batch of Prince Masons made by Bro.
Laurent in 1782 in Dublin, and on that occasion Darling was invested with the
authority of Most Wise Sovereign. He and Rainsford were intimately connected
in Lodges, Chapters, and so forth until Rainsford’s death in 1789. More important,
however, after Rainsford’s death Darling was obviously considered the leading
ritualist in Dublin. He became a member of the famous First Volunteer’s Lodge
No. 620, whose reputation for ritual work is still second to none in Ireland, and
in 1784—

“ Worshipful left the Chair. Br. Rainsford having taken it Br. Osborn
having moved that our present Worshipful Master, be requested to
hold the situation of Father and Instructor to the Lodge, and that he,
in future be considered an Honorary Member was unanimously agreed
to he was likewise unanimously called to the Chair for the remaining
six months.”

Darling was a Schoolmaster in Dublin, and one of his pupils, Theobald
Wolfe Tone, is still remembered for occurrences that had nothing whatever to do
with Freemasonry. A Masonic pupil of Darling, however, is of more interest to
us. This was the famous John Fowler, who, from 1790 to his death in 1856, was
looked upon as the highest authority in matters of ritual.

I have gone into these details at some length in order to show that a
Constitution which boasts that it possesses no writlen ritual can yet show a con-
tinuity of teaching, because John Fowler’s method of ritual has undoubtedly been
perpetuated in the Irish Grand Lodge of Instruction to the present day.

I should like to give a very brief sketch of the beginnings of the Grand
Lodge of Instruction. At first it was unofficial ; the first minute reads as follows:

“10th November, 1814.

A Meeting of several Brethren of the Ancient and Honorable
Fraternity of Freemasons took place this day at the house of Brother
John Fowler No. 106 Mecklenburgh Street Dublin for the purpose of
constituting and forming a regular Society of Brethren to meet in future
for the Sole purpose of communicating Masonic Information and pro-
moting throughout this Kingdom a decipline and regularity of Duty at
Labour as nearly resembling that practised in England as shall be
found practicable to be called by such name as should be decided on
at the next meeting.

Visited by Brother Coll O’Kelly Master of the Lodge of
Antiquity, London.”
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*“23rd November, 1814,
Resolved that this Society be entitled * A Lodge of Instruction’
and that the Master for each meeting do procure the Warrant of his
Lodge or some other Warrant, to be used at such meeting.”

It is obvious that this meeting was called on account of the Union in
England, and the presence of Col. O’Kelly gives something of an official character
to the gathering.

Well, this informal Lodge of Instruction continued to meet at intervals of a
few weeks until February, 1818, when the minutes end. I cannot avoid the sus-
picion that the members by that time had learnt that the Lodge of Reconciliation
had made so many compromises in fixing the new form of ritual that it would be
quite impossible to recommend these compromises to the Irish Craft generally,
much less enforce them. That, however, is a matter of personal opinion, and it
must not be taken as a certainty.

The next trace of the Lodge of Instruction appears in October, 1856, when
Victoria Lodge No. 4, Dublin, petitioned Grand Lodge for permission to hold a
Lodge of Instruction, using the Grand Lodge rooms for that purpose. The per-
mission was granted, and the undertaking was so popular from the beginning that
in December, 1860, Grand Lodge erected the body into what we now know as the
Grand Lodge of Instruction, which from that day to this has had the duty of
defining what is and what is not correct in the Irish ritual, which is, as many of
us know, extremely elastic in its phraseology, though unyielding in what we have
been taught to consider the Ancient Landmarks of the Craft from the days of
Anderson to the present.

I trust this short contribution will be received by our Lecturer as a token
of the admiration I feel for the Lecture he has given us. It is likely to remain for
a long time to come the last word on the subject, and those who have had the
pleasure of hearing it will, I think, agree with me that Bro. Grantham has trans-
fused the charm of his own personality into a very delightful piece of historical
work.

Bro. G. Y. JOHNSON writes:—

In the first place I should like to congratulate Bro. Ivor Grantham on his
Prestonian Lecture. His choice of subject is excellent, and it is somewhat sur-
prising that no Prestonian Lecturer has previously chosen this title.

A search has been made through the York Records, but there is no mention
of an Instruction Lodge in any minutes of the various Lodges until late in the
eighteenth century.

The Minutes of the Union Lodge of York, now the York Lodge No. 236,
for the 17th January, 1785, state: —

“ It was proposed by Brother Sedgewicke that as some of the Brethren
had expressed a wish to have a Sunday Nights meeting for instruction
instituted, it was resolv’d by the R W. that summonses should be issued
particularly requesting the attendance of the Members on business at
Bro: Lockwoods the ensuing Sunday at 4 p 6 in the Eveng. — which
met with the unanimous approval of the Lodge.”

We know that this Instruction Lodge continued to meet for a few years, as
the matter is again referred to in the Minutes of the 7th January, 1788, when

“Bro: James Rule proposed that the W M: and Bro: Bowling be
requested to attend on Bro: Wilkinson & Bro: Coultate respecting the
Sunday Eveng: instructions.”
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Nothing more is heard of the Instructlon Lodge for some years, and no
doubt it ceased to meet.

The changes introduced into Lodges at the time of the Union are mentioned
in the Minutes of: the Union Lodge, the first note being on the 4th May, 1818,
which states:— |

“ The Lodge was proceeded to be opened by the new way of Lectureing
which said new way was perform’d.”

In the same year, on the 3rd August:—

*“The Master proceeded to instruct the Brethren in their new persuits
with a prudent Energy of spirit.”

Instruction given in the Regular Lodge does not appear to have been found
sufficient, and the matter was again dealt with in 1822. The Minutes of the
21st October state: —

“It was at the W. Master’s Recommendation proposed by Brother
Bradley, and seconded by Brother Butler that the System of Working
the Lodge as adopted by the Rt. Worpl. Grand Lodge and taught by
the Lodge of Reconciliation in London may be adopted in future, which
was agreed to unanimously ; it was then proposed that a Lodge of
Instruction do assemble in the Lodge Room every Friday Evening
precisely at Half past Seven o’clock, which was likewise adopted.”

The Regular Lodge at this time was meeting twice a month, and it was
found that an Instruction Lodge every Friday and the Regular Lodge on two
Mondays each month was too great a strain on the members, so the arrangements
were amended on the 20th January, 1823. The day of the Instruction Lodge was
altered to every Monday evening, except on the Regular Lodge nights—

“by which means every Monday Evening throughout the Year will
become a Meeting night, either Regular or for Instructions.”

For some years after this the Ritual is referred to in the Regular Lodge
Minutes. On a number of occasions the W.M. “ proceeded to give instructions in
the different degrees ”, the last mention being in 1833.

To turn to Bro. Grantham’s paper, I wish to pay tribute to the way the
subject has been treated ; to me it has proved most interesting. Bro. Grantham
is blessed with a pleasing voice which can be heard with ease ; this adds greatly
to the pleasure of his listeners.

Bro. H. PooLE said:—

I would like to add one more reference to Bro. Grantham’s most useful
list of late eighteenth century Lodges of Instruction—an example. moreover, of a
type which does not seem to have come his way, for it takes the form of a
newspaper advertisement.

Unfortunately, like so many of our large collection, there is no note of the
paper from which it was cut, and no evidence that the date—1786—is correct. The
advertisement reads as follows: —

FREEMASONRY.

The Brethren of the Bedford Lodge, held at the Thistle and
Crown, Russel Court, Covent Garden, acquaint the Brethren in general,
that they have opened a School of Introduction (sic) at the above
House, where many excellent Masters have promised to give their
attendance.
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Bro. FRED L. PicK writes: —

Bro. Grantham’s paper contains so much meat that it is difficult to see how
he has packed so much within so small a space without the slightest trace of
dehydration. It should go far towards the healing of controversies carried on in
more than one part of the country with more zeal than information.

The spread of Lodges of Instruction during the past half-century has
removed much of the difficulties still with our immediate forefathers, though, as
one of our members might say, there is a tendency to psittacine recitals.

Bro. Grantham refers to the proposed engagement of a “teacher” in
Cheshire in 1839. Shortly before this year Bro. Robert Marlor, of the Duke of
Athol Lodge, which has recently removed from Denton to Ashton-under-Lyne, was
presented with a fine, large silver medallion still preserved by the Lodge. Bro.
E. B. Beesley tells us in his Masonic Antiquities of East Lancashire Lodges and
Chapters of the tradition that “ such was his zeal for Freemasonry that in 1838,
pack on his back, he tramped from Denton to London to learn the Craft Cere-
monies, and then tramped home again to impart to the Brethren of this Lodge
the lessons he had been taught in London.”

An early member of Q.C. Lodge, Bro. William Kelly, described in his
Fifty Years Masonic Reminiscences the chaotic state of Masonic working in
Leicester shortly after his own initiation in 1838.

Down to the early part of the present century many Lodges had to call
in outside assistance for Installations at Ieast, and in 1895 Bro. H. L. Hollingworth,
of Oldham, a Director of Ceremonies, whose mark has not yet been eradicated,
referred to the time when the Lodge of Friendship, 277, had to send to Saddle-
worth (a Yorkshire village some few miles away) for a Brother known as
*““Masonica John”. Such a thing has been unknown for many years.

Bro. H. HirRaM HALLETT writes: —

I have read Bro. Ivor Grantham’s paper, Lodges of Instruction : their
Origin and Development, with a great deal of interest, and 1 sincerely congratulate
him on bringing before our notice the results of his researches, as they embody
much fresh matter well worth pondering.

Personally 1 feel that, owing to his desire for conciseness, he has left un-
recorded many salient facts, and thus, doubtless unintentionally, a wrong im-
pression is conveyed concerning that very difficult and controversial period with
which he is dealing. [ must, however, confine my remarks simply to one section
of his paper, No. VI, Post-Union Lodges of Instruction. When referring to the
rival claims of Stability and Emulation, he stated: “ Obviously it is not possible
for both claimants to be right ”. This subject intrigued me within a few years of
my Initiation because the Minute Books of my Lodge, warranted in 1788, as well
as records in the Taunton Masonic Library, contain numerous references regarding
Lodges of Instruction formed at various periods in connection with my Lodge,
as well as the trouble the Brethren then took to obtain information regarding
changes in the ceremonies by paying three different noted Brethren to give them
instruction in the years 1815, 1818 and 1824 respectively.

It is interesting also to record that we still possess an MS. Ritual, written
in the 1840’s, but it differs considerably from any of the present-day printed Rituals.
My first paper dealing with these matters was written in 1922, and this was
considerably elaborated in another which was published in the Transactions of
the Somerset Masters’ Lodge for the year 1930, and another, with additional notes,
in 1935 ; I came to the conclusion then, and 1 still strongly hold the same opinion
now, that the Lodge of Reconciliation only settled the broad essentials of our
Ceremonies.
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First of all, it must be borne in mind that ncither printed nor written copies
of the ceremonies were permitted, and, moreover, whatever alterations were
decided upon during a rehearsal the members were strictly forbidden to make any
notes regarding these matters in writing !

Bro. Wonnacott has recorded the dates of the 26 meetings on which the
members met, but on six occasions the officers present were not mentioned. At
the 20 meetings, the average aitendance of the 21 members was only 9.5, thus
necessitating a frequent change of officers, the Master’s Chair being occupied by
no less than seven different Brethren : that of the SSW. by 11 : the JW. by 11;
the S.D. by 10; the J.D. by 13; the 1.G. by 11 the I.LP.M. by 7; and no one
acted as D.C. on any occasion, but one of the Grand Secretaries was in attendance
on 17 occasions and the other on 5. Then it must be borne in mind that eighteen
meetings were held during the months of August, September and December, of
1814, and eight during January and April, of 1815, and then not another meeting
until March 29th, 1816-—an interval of 11 months ! At the next rehearsal held on
April 8th, all the officers were changed except one, at the next. on May 3rd, three
more changes were made ! Considering our three ceremonies comprise over one
hundred pages of printed matter, is it not preposterous to suppose all these
twenty-one members had such wonderful memories that whenever called upon they
could be word perfect during the long period of over two years.

Finally, on May 20th, 1816, the Brethren appeared before Grand Lodge at
which ** the whole of the ceremonies, openings, closings and test questions were
gone through ”, when no discussion was allowed ; the next meeting of Grand Lodge
was held on June Sth, and: *““The Minutes of the Grand Lodge on the 20th May
last were read, when the Ceremonies and Practices recommended by the Lodge
of Reconciliation were exhibited and explained, and alterations on two points, in
the Third Degree having been resolved upon, the several ceremonies, etc., recom-
mended were approved and confirmed ”. 1t is no wonder that Bro. W. B. Hextall,
the noted writer of The Special Lodge of Promulgation, should have thus written
in 1910 regarding the Lodge of Reconciliation: * Upon careful consideration, and
writing as a Member of the Craft since 1873, I find myself confirmed in the belief
that any claim which may be made at present to a precise acquaintance with the
ceremonies as they were settled and approved in 1816 is illusory ”, and that noted
Brother, Sir Alfred Robbins, when he was the President of the Board of General
Purposes, writing in 1930, should have also stated: ° But everything was trusted
to human memory passing through differently disposed minds: and now no
absolute proof can be adduced of what precisely was authorised.”

I was especially interested to read about the Castle Lodge of Instruction
and that during a period of about 2} years which expired in July, 1815, it had
met on 185 occasions, at which the Lectures were worked 188 times and the Degrees
only 16, whereas during the period ending in July, 1820, the Lodge met on 188
occasions, but the Lectures were only worked 59 times but the Degrees 132, where-
as in the noted Stability Lodge of Instruction, formed in 1817, for the first fifteen -
or more years of its existence it apparently only worked the Lectures, chiefly the
first, and with regard to the Emulation Lodge of Improvement, formed in 1823,
Lecture work predominated, as in 1830 a Memorial was sent to Grand Lodge,
probably written by Bro. Peter Gilkes himself, as the Grand Secretary addressed
his reply to him, in which it is stated that, “ We, the undersigned members of
the Lodge of Instruction called the Emulation Lodge of Improvement . . . beg
leave most respectfully to state that this Lodge of Instruction is for Master Masons
only, always commencing with the lecture in the Third Degree, and taking the
other lectures in rotation as time will permit ” : moreover, Bro. G. J. V. Rankin
has himself recorded: ‘ Emulation alone, while accepting rehearsal as a need of
the times, still cling to its lecture teaching, and still insist that its Committee
must be Lecturers, or Masters of the Lectures, not merely Preceptors.”
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In conclusion, I should like to give my cordial congratulations to Bro. Ivor
Grantham on the great honour that has been accorded him by being appointed
as the Prestonian Lecturer for this year, and again to thank him for his interesting
and valuable paper.

Bro. E. H. CARTWRIGHT writes:—

In his Section VI, second paragraph, Bro. Grantham would seem to imply
that Emulation, when it arrogated to itself the description “Lodge of Improve-
ment 7, ceased to be a Lodge of Instruction. That, however, is not the case. It
is still, in fact, a Lodge of Instruction working under the sanction of the Lodge of
Unions, and, if we accord to it the addition to its title that it has affected, its
full correct description is the * Emulation Lodge of Improvement Lodge of
Instruction ™.

It may be worth remarking—since a discussion on the subject was recently
reported—that, similarly, the full descriptive title of the Chapter of Instruction that
works under sanction of No. 1657 is the * Aldersgate Chapter of Improvement
Chapter of Instruction .

It is true that Emulationists are wont to maintain that, as Bro. Grantham
mentions in the next paragraph but one, no one member has ever been responsible
for preserving unaltered the details of their working, but that the responsibility
is, and always has been, shared by a Committee. However, both Gilkes and
Fenn are reputed to have been autocrats, and, as such, are unlikely to have
brooked any correction ; and certainly no one who knew Sudlow can have the
slightest doubt as to what his reaction would have been if anyone—even a fellow
member of the Committee—had ventured to correct him. Indeed, it is difficult to
reconcile the claim of a joint responsibility with Sudlow’s own statement (quoted in
Sadler’s History of Emulation, p. 143) that “ upon one member of the Committee
rests the responsibility for the teaching of our system. You have heard from our
departed Bro. Fenn that four Brethren have since the foundation of the Lodge
in 1823 accepted this supreme responsibility. You know their names—Bro. Peter
Gilkes, Bro. S. B. Wilson, Bro. Thomas Fenn and myself ™.

Bro. S. PorE writes: —

I should like to thank Bro. Ivor Grantham for his interesting lecture. The
section on “The Nine Worthies ” makes it clear that the payment to one of these
“ Nine Worthies ” made by Lodge 24, meeting at Canterbury, was for defraying
his expenses while visiting that Lodge for the purpose of giving instruction.

In November, 1807, Lodge No. 24 (* Antient”) was visited by “ Bro.
Ebenezer Cohen one of the Nine Worthies ” ; on December 17th of that year it
was “ Resolved that the sum of three pounds together with two pounds collected
be sent to our worthy Br. Cohen of Lodge No. 7 Woolwich ™.

This Lodge “ No. 86 in the Royal Artillery, on payment of five guineas to
the charity (in 1788) became No. 7 and is now Union Waterloo, No. 13,
Plumstead, Kent ™.

There were Artillerymen amongst the founders and early members of Lodge
No. 24, which, in 1807, was visited by members of “No. 7 E.C.” ; these may
have been mechanicians or technicians employed at Canterbury by the military
authorities. It would seem that this visit of Bro. Cohen was arranged by these
visitors, as there is no further reference to the matter.

It seems a pity that early Lodges of Instruction did not keep “ Minutes ”,
as when looking through the records of * The Royal Military Lodge, No. 1449 >
(1873). 1 have found those of the L. of I. more interesting than those of the
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Lodge itself ; perhaps the work of the L. of I. being more varied‘ tha_n that
of the Lodge. the Secretary thereof found it easier to tell the story in his own
words than to look back and see what had been,previously written, and we thus
get more details. At first the term * Preceptor ” is not used, their work being
done by “ Instructors > appointed by the L. of I. Many of the founders and e.arl_y
members were actually military instructors, and the attention given to detail is
illustrated by the training of the deacons. We read that *the work of Free-
masonry in the First degree as regards the work of the J.D. was rehearsed ” ; on
another occasion “the work of the deacons in the three degrees was rehearsed ™ :
and sometimes “ the work of deaconing in the degree was rehearsed ™.

In 1879 a resolution was passed that *“ A work entitled ‘ Calmets Dictionary
of the Holy Bible ’ (presented by Bro. Wilson) be accepted and the thanks of the
L. of . be entered on the Minutes . This “ work ” has now been placed on loan
in the Provincial Grand Lodge Library:; there must be many such ** works™
stored away in Lodge safes, which would be used by students of Masonic research
if placed in Libraries where they could be consulted.

Bro. J. R. RYLANDS writes: —

May I join in the congratulations which will be extended to Bro. Grantham
for his excellent paper ? He has not only kept within the terms of the Prestonian
lectureship, but has found a subject of interest to a wide circle and has given it
masterly treatment.

Ever since the days of the genius who included in the charge to the
Initiate the exhortation to make a daily advancement in Masonic knowledge. there
have been earnest Brethren who have tried to improve themselves in Masonic
matters by regular study and practice.

Most of us will remember our own early enthusiasm, and how we: read
voraciously and uncritically : how we practised constantly and assiduously those
rites and ceremonies to which we had lately been introduced. My own mother
Lodge in West Africa was some distance away from the gold mine on which
several of the younger members and I myself were employed. It was a two-day,
and rometimes a three-day affair to attend the monthly meetings, and only those
who lived or worked in the close vicinity of the place the local Africans called
“dem White-man Ju-Ju House ™ could hope to attend instruction meetings.

It was not long before the small group of Brethren in the * bush ” decided
to hold an unofficial and presumably “ irregular ” Instruction Lodge. We set to
work to make our own equipment and being the engineer-in-charge on the mine,
most of the work fell to me. I had all the facilities I needed, and plenty of
willing assistance from the African Craftsmen—carpenters, blacksmiths. turners
and fitters—all of whom were consumed with friendly curiosity about the strange
mahogany and bronze articles made to my designs. We made pedestals in polished
figured African woods ; gavels with heads of heavy Kaku ; working tools of various
kinds in copper and bronze—and my own masterpiece, a tripod and winch in
gleaming lacquered brass operating on a polished block of gold-bearing quartz.

Every Sunday evening we used to unpack carefully our equipment, kept
in locked cases in a spare room in one of the bungalows. We set out the room
with its painted floor, and with our one available Past Master in the chair we
would rehearse ceremony after ceremony until in due time each one of us felt
up to ““match box ™ standard. The evening would close with an hour or two
spent in general conversation about Masonic matters, when we youngsters would
sit at the feet of the older men and listen to their views and explanations, and
especially to their accounts of Masonic visits and practices in other parts of the
world. Looking back nearly thirty years on those early days, I feel that they were
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among the most interesting of my Masonic life, and many others who first saw
the Masonic light in the loneliest places of the Empire have told me of like
experiences.

Here in Wakefield, in the records of our old Lodge, there is nothing about
“instruction ” in the modern sense of the word. The term does, however, occur
with some frequency in the early years of the last century in the Royal Arch
records. We have very few minutes of the Craft Transactions, and have to rely
on the fairly continuous R.A. records for much of our knowledge of eighteenth
and early nineteenth century Freemasonry.

There are several minutes of which the following are typical:—

Royal Arch Chapter of Unanimity No. 74, at the Black Bull Inn,
Wakefield, December 19th. 1808.

Present: E. Steer Z
D. Dixon H pt
M. J. Naylor J

M. Wice N pt

The Chapter being opened in due form, the first Principal proceeded
to give instructions ; which being ended, Companion Dixon proposed
etc. . . .
On 26th February, 1809
The first Principal then proceeded to give instructions, and
having gone through the whole of the Introductions and Sections of the
Royal Art, the Chapter was closed in due form.”

8th April. 1810 .
“The first Principal then proceeded to give instructions, and. having
gone through the several introductions and sections of our Mysterious
Art, the Chapter was closed in due form ”

For a number of years this practice of “ giving instructions ”’ was followed
on every meeting night, whether or not there was an exaltation ceremony. Some-
times the Chapter would open and proceed with a ceremony followed by the
“instructions ” ; sometimes the procedure would be reversed. We have now no
certain knowledge of the nature of the * instructions ”, but they seem to have
been lectures rather than catechisms ; it is always the first Principal who * gives
instructions ”. There is never mention of others assisting.

The last occasion on which “ instructions ” were given was the 11th October,
1818 ; thereafter the Chapter went into abeyance for nearly twenty years., and on
its revival the practice was no longer recorded.

It is known that the Lodge of Unanimity (now 154) sent observers to the
meetings of the Lodge of Probity in Halifax, at which the * Reconciliation
working was demonstrated, but I think that the Wakefield Lodge, like a number
of the other Yorkshire Lodges, adopted as much of the new system as suited them.

I feel we must all be grateful to Bro. Grantham for the excellent paper he
has presented to the Lodge, and 1 am sure it will be received with pleasure and
interest as the Prestonian Lecture, wherever it is delivered. After all, is not
Quatuor Coronati the greatest of all *“ Lodges of Instruction” ?

Bro. GEORGE S. DRAFFEN writes: —

There are in Scotland no Lodges of Instruction as they are known under
the English Constitution. They are allowed for in the Constitutions, but the
regulations governing them are such as to make a meeting of a Lodge of Instruction
to be, to all intents and purposes, an emergency meeting of the Lodge itself.
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The Grand Lodge of Scotland permits Lodges of Instruction to be held

under the following conditions : —(a) They must be held directly under the Charter
of the Lodge concerned, and the Charter must be present at the Meeting. (b) They
must be held in the normal meeting place of the Lodge. (c) The Minutes of the
meeting must be read and confirmed at the next regular meeting of the Lodge.
You will see that this formula differs little from that required for an Emergency
Meeting of the Lodge. For this reason, Lodges of Instruction are, in Scotland,
almost completely unknown. The difficulty is overcome by most Lodges by having
one regular meeting in the month and one special meeting. At the special meeting,
work of instruction only is undertaken, and the Minutes of the special meeting
are, of course, rcad at the next regular meeting. This accounts for the fact that
many Scottish Lodges meet twice a month and some even more frequently, every
alternate meeting being an Instruction Meeting. And 1 know of some cases
where the Lodges meet weekly except in the summer months.
‘ The Grand Lodge of Scotland once (in 1837) issued a Charter—without
a number—to a “ St. John’s Lodge of Instruction” to meet in Edinburgh. Un-
fortunately, nothing is known of this Lodge and, a few years later, Grand Lodge
purchased some equipment belonging to “ The Victoria Lodge of Emulation ”
which had become inactive and which is presumed by historians to be the St. John’s
Lodge of Instruction under another name. This is the only recorded instance
of a Scottish Lodge of Instruction within the limited meaning of that title as used
in this lecture.

Bro. C. MARSHALL ROSE writes: —

In delving into the antiquities of Scottish Masonry for a totally different
purpose, I have come across incidents relating to the imparting of esoteric know-
ledge in the eighteenth century to Initiates and Fellow Crafts. In the hope that
these Scottish records may be a corollary to Bro. Grantham’s most interesting and
factual study of English Lodges of Instruction, 1 beg to offer the following
comments.

The definite date of the first Lodge of Instruction to be commenced in
England is that of St. John’s Lodge No. 167, which held its first meeting on
September 1st, 1768, and described as “a School of Instruction for the Younger
Members ”. It will be noted that this date is ten years later than that recorded
in the Holyroodhouse Lodge History, p. 352. We read: * There existed in
Edinburgh about the middle of the eighteenth century a Society of Instruction for
Young Masons under the Mastership of Robert Norie ”. It is to be stated that
Bro. Norie died in 1760. Still earlier in the records of this Lodge. viz., 28th March,
1745, there is a Minute of an Instructor being appointed to prepare Candidates
for each successive step.

The following references, although not falling into the modern definition
as to what is a Lodge of Instruction, we do find that the Scottish references about
the perfecting of Brethren in the performing of the ceremonies, are more numerous
and earlier than those found in contemporary English Masonic records. Murray
Lyon, in his history of the Lodge of Edinburgh, makes mention that “ Minutes of
Dunblane, 1725, define the duty of Intender to be ‘the perfecting of Apprentices
so that they might be fitt for the future tryalls’”. Murray Lyon makes further
reference to this matter in his remarks that “ the appointment of Instructors has
for a century-and-a-half [circa 1750] obtained in the Lodge of Peebles ”

Ancient Lodge, Stirling, has this Minute [circa 1745]:  After Lodge is
formed and while it continues, a certain portion of the time be spent in the
Instructlon of prentices in the Royal Art, and in a way not to be expressed in
writing 7. 4.Q.C., Vol. vi, p. 108.
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Again, in the History of Forbes Lodge No. 67, which existed prior to 1755,
Bro. Reddell, its historian, says “ up to 1878 such a thing as a modern ritual had
never been used in Forbes Lodge. All the Degrees and Ceremonies were taught
and transmitted orally . These references rather presuppose that some sort of a
Lodge of Instruction must have been in being.

Three more analogous references may be quoted : St. John’s Lodge, Falkirk,
No. 16. 1757. *“ Resolved that so as to improve the knowledge of the members
there should be appointed an Extraordinary Examiner to catechise the brethren ”.
A year later Dumfries Lodge also appointed an Instructor. Forty years later we
find a more distinct statement, that of St. John’s Lodge, Inverness, 3rd February,
1795. (Ross, p. 116)

“ A number of Brethren having sometime ago expressed a wish that
there should be a Master Mason meeting held monthly for improvment

of the Brethren in that sublime degree of Masonry. . . . This
meeting therefore appoint the Ist Tuesday in every monthe for that
purpose.”

Murray Lyon, in his History of Freemasonry [Scotland] Edition 1872, makes
mention of Lodge of Edinburgh having “ Lectures of Instruction upon the
Mysteries of the Order ”, under date of 23rd January, 1822, when it was unani-
mously resolved: —

“ That the regular meetings should be continued to be held on specified
days, but that they should alternatly—the one as a convivial meeting,
the other as an instruction meeting.”

Murray Lyon goes on to state that this arrangement was not a success.
This final note may be of interest, although perhaps not coming within
the scope of Rro. Grantham’s paper.

Kelso Lodge No. 58. 18th June, 1754 (Vernon):

“Lodge of Instruction formed in order yt wee might see the method
practiced in passing fellow crafts in their and other Lodges in and
about Edinburgh.”

This meeting reveals that Kelso Lodge had attained only to the Two
Degrees of Apprentices and Fellow Crafts and knew nothing of the Masters part.
Thereafter the Third Degree was regularly practiced.

Bro. GEo. W. BULLAMORE writes: —

A Lodge of Instruction which can propose, elect and admit candidates and
accept the necessary fees, differs so little from a regular meeting that Bro. Gran-
tham’s suggestion that there was little need of them when the regular meetings
were held fortnightly, is certainly worthy of consideration.

My personal view. however, is that a fundamental change in Masonry took
place after Culloden. Until that time there was a political undercurrent of
Jacobitism which found Masonic Lodges of great use. The ostensible object
would be the working of the Masonic Catechism, known as Lectures, and the
manner of conducting the ceremony of admission was of far less consequence
than the political colour of the candidates. There were higher degrees also which
could be utilised for still greater secrecy, and the petition around 1760 asking the
Duke of Cumberland to replace the Pretender as head of the Rose Croix, is some
indication of this. 1 cannot imagine an ardent Hanoverian being admitted
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knowingly to the earlier meetings of this order or to the Lodge of which it was
an appendage.

After the 45 the Jacobite cause was dead and the admission of candidates,
irrespective of their political views could be freely indulged in. The ceremony
itself became of greater consequence and this would necessitate rehearsals and
bring into being the Lodge of Instruction.

Bro. H. W. CHETWIN writes:—

Bro. Grantham is to be congratulated on the production of a most interesting
paper on what, at first approach, might appear a somewhat arid subject. 1t is one
to which hitherto little attention has been given and Bro. Grantham's work will
encourage search for references to Lodges of Instruction in old Lodge minutes.

In the minutes of Lodge of Love and Honour No. 75, of Falmouth, appear
the following entries: —

March 27th, 1782:
Brother Arter then proposed that certificates should be granted to
those persons desirous of having the same, and that a Lodge of
Instruction should be held at Bro. Bellhouse’s on Sunday evening the
31st day of March instant, which was agreed to.

April 2nd, 1799:
Bro. Harris next proposed a meeting of the members once in every
quarter of a year at Eleven o’clock in the morning precisely to open
the Lodge and continue until 2 o’clock and then to dine together, which
being approved by all present, the first Wednesday in May next, was
approved for the next meeting.

May lst:
Met at 11 o'clock conformable to the resolution then entered into for
the benefit of Instruction and continued together until Six in the
evening, during which time the R.W.M. gave several Learner Lectures
on the different degrees of Masonry and received the thanks of the
Lodge.

Sept. 3rd, 1799:

A letter having been received by the Right Worshipful Master from
the Grand Lodge respecting the Act lately passed for the more effective
supervision of Societies established for sedition or treasonable purposes
and for better preventing treasonable and seditious practices whereby
an affidavit is required stating the names of members and time of
meeting, which letter the R.W.M. caused to be read to the members
and Brethren present upon which the W.P.M. proposed that the
quarterly [Lodge] of Instruction should cease . . . seconded by
W.S.W. and approved. :

There is no suggestion of any rehearsal in the minutes quoted, and it is
an open question whether Lodge proceedings were then sufficiently ceremonious
to render rehearsals necessary.

W.Bro. E. EvLEs (St. John's No. 167) writes: —

It was with pleasure, but with some surprise, that I learned from W.Bro.
Grantham’s valuable Prestonian Lecture that the reference in my History of St.
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John's Lodge to a School of Instruction meeting in 1768 was the earliest known.
It was given there as an extract from the minutes without any idea of it being
unusual.

It has often struck me that when Masonic activities of early days are
referred to, it would be a matter of interest—and correctness—if the Lodges
concerned were given the numbers they bore at the time. If this had been done
in this Lecture, it would have been noted in Appendix I that St. John’s Lodge was
numbered 401 at the time of the first minute, 269 at the second, and 221 at the
times of the other four extracts. Similarly, that the first three minutes of the
Lodge of Emulation were made when the Lodge was numbered 391, and the other
when it was No. 13.

When considering Post-Union Lodges of Instruction, it is a striking fact
that they are often noticed to blossom with great promise, but soon languish ;
probably rising and falling with the presence or absence of an inspiring Preceptor.
But what happened to one flourishing Lodge of Instruction may have affected .
many.

This Lodge met in June, 1828, at the Holly Bush, Hampstead, under the
sanction of St. Michael’s Lodge No. 367. Thirty-four were present at the inaugural
meeting, with W.Bro. Gilkes, P.M. of 367, as Master. Things went on smoothly.
and in the first year forty-five meetings were held. The attendance dropped
somewhat in 1829, and early in 1830 a letter was read from * the Grand Lodge ”
stating that * no Lodge of Instruction should be held unless sanctioned by a regular
Lodge and the Master or a Past Master of the Lodge granting the Sanction do
preside ”. The first sentence of this message was only a repetition of the usual
procedure, but the second was new and proved fatal. Masters could not be
expected to attend as often as needed, and only four later meetings were recorded.
It would be interesting to discover whether other records showed if the action of
Grand Lodge had the effect of closing Lodges of Instruction generally. They
might, on the other hand, show that the injunction of constant atiendance by
representatives of the sanctioning Lodge was completely ignored. As the injunction
does not now hold, Grand Lodge may have cancelled the order, but that is a
matter of searching G.L. Minutes.

Bro. W. BOULTON writes: —

With regard to Bro. Ronalds, mentioned on page 11 of the Prestonian
Lecture, this Brother was on the 7th February, 1805, being then described as late
of Lodge No. 81, elected a full member of the Middlesex Lodge. then No. 194.

He had previously, on the 6th December, 1804, been clected an Honorary
Member, and there also appears on the minutes on the 3rd May. 1804, that  the
W.M. Gave a Lecture in the First Degree and the Reason was given in the same
by Bro. P. Ronalds, one of the Nine Worthies .

There is also a further minute of a meeting on the 7th March, 1805, that
Bro. Ronalds be employed to cover the chairs with hair cloth, and on the 4th April,
1805, Bro. Ronalds gave the Reason in the Fellowcraft, likewise the Decoration.

I cannot at’ present say when Bro. Ronalds ceased to be a member of the
Lodge. but the Grand Lodge return for 1808, which can be inspected at Free-
masons’ Hall, does not show him as a member.

Our other Worthy was Bro. Bollon, who, according to the minutes of the
Ist September, 1803, was leaving the country and presented the Nine Worthies
Jewel to the W.M., while on the minutes for the 6th October, 1803, the W.M.
informed the Brethren that he had delivered the Nine Worthies Jewel to Bro.
Harper, D.G.M., at Grand Lodge.
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Bro. IvorR GRANTHAM writes as follows in reply:—

It was indeed a privilege to be allowed to give the first rendering of the
Prestonian Lecture for 1950 at the January meeting of the Quatuor Coronati
Lodge, even though that occasion did not happen to be one of the three official
deliveries sanctioned by the Board of General Purposes. In accordance with the
practice established by a number of my predecessors, who have been accorded
that same privilege, a complete list of the oflicial and unofticial deliveries of the
Prestonian Lecture for 1950 is given at the end of this reply for purposes of record.
The presence at the January meeting of no less than four of my Prestonian pre-
decessors was distinctly gratifying ; but it is with a sense of deep sorrow that 1
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