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FOR TWO AND A HALF CENTURIES, PRINCE HALL FREEMASONS HAVE ESTABLISHED A 

significant presence in the global history of Freemasonry. Considered to be the oldest 
fraternal organization among people of colour in the United States of America (USA), its 

genesis is traced back to eighteenth century Boston, Massachusetts. Most of the written 
history has centred on the life and legacy of Prince Hall who was born in or around the year 

мтоу ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨCŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ .ƭŀŎƪ aŀǎƻƴǊȅΦΩ1 He was a staunch proponent for equal 
treatment for Blacks, education for Black children and the abolition of slavery and the slave 

trade.  Initiated by Sergeant John Batt of Military Lodge No. 441, Hall and others founded 
African Lodge No. 1, which was later warranted as African Lodge No. 459, under the English 

constitution. [ŀǘŜǊ ŀŦǘŜǊ tǊƛƴŎŜ IŀƭƭΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ǘƘŜ lodge declared their independence, forming 
the African Grand Lodge, from which came Prince Hall Freemasonry.  Some have sought to 

credit or discredit the legitimacy of African Lodge, others have attempted to explore aspects 
of Lodge No. 441 including Batt, often mentioned as the Master of the lodge.2  

 
1 ά!ŦǊƛŎŀƴ [ƻŘƎŜ bƻΦ прф ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ƛǘǎ ƴŀƳŜ ǘƻ tǊƛƴŎŜ Iŀƭƭ DǊŀƴŘ [ƻŘƎŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ tǊƛƴŎŜ IŀƭƭΣ ŦƻǊ ƴƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

reason than to bear the name of the Father of Masonry among our people. It has ever since been known as the M.W. Prince Hall 

Grand LodƎŜΣ CǊŜŜ ŀƴŘ !ŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ aŀǎƻƴǎΣ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ aŀǎǎŀŎƘǳǎŜǘǘǎΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘΦέ D. A. Cass, Negro 

Freemasonry and Segregation: An Historical Study of Prejudice Against American Negroes as Freemasons, and the Position of 

Negro Freemasonry in the Masonic Fraternity (E.A. Cook, 1957).  Also ά²ƘŜǊŜŀǎΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΣ tǊƛƴŎŜ Iŀƭƭ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ 
ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨCŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ .ƭŀŎƪ CǊŜŜƳŀǎƻƴǊȅΩΦέ  ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΣ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎΦ ϦhǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ wŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ IƻƴƻǊƛƴƎ Prince Hall." (118th US Cong., 

H.Res. 1413, 2024). Available at: https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-resolution/1413Σ ŀƴŘ άΧtǊƛƴŎŜ IŀƭƭΣ 

tǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ DǊŀƴŘ aŀǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ bŜƎǊƻ aŀǎƻƴǊȅ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΦέ G. W. Crawford, Prince Hall and His Followers: Being 

a Monograph on the Legitimacy of Negro Masonry (New York: The Crisis, 1914). 
2 W. H. Grimshaw, History of freemasonry among the colored people in North America (New York; London: Broadway a 
Monograph on the Legitimacy of Negro Masonry (New York: The Crisis, 1914).ШJ.A. Walkes, Black Square & Compass: 200 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-resolution/1413
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This historiography is in the form of academic papers, published committee reports, 
letters, or position statements used by USA Grand Lodges.  These have firstly been used to 

justify non-recognition of Prince Hall Freemasonry: 
 
That an Army Lodge should not make a Mason of a Civilian, without express 
authority and permission from the Grand Lodge within whose territory it was 
commorant at the time.3 

 
Yet due to peculiar circumstances, John Batt probably was there having left the 
British service and joined the American Army at Boston, where he alone, for hire, 
ǇǊŜǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŦŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŘǳƭƻǳǎ .ƭŀŎƪǎ Χ Lǘ ƛǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇǊƻōŀōƭŜ 

that Irish Army Lodge No. 441 or any other army lodge would have indulged such 
a caper.4 
 
Any minutes of the lodge while working as a military lodge are lost and it is 

impossible to say if John Batt was the Master in 1775. It is equally impossible to say 
whether or not the meeting at which Prince Hall was initiated was held regularly 
under the ƭƻŘƎŜ ǿŀǊǊŀƴǘ ƻǊ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƭŀƴŘŜǎǘƛƴŜ ŀŦŦŀƛǊ ǿƛǘƘ WƻƘƴ .ŀǘǘ ΨƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛƴƎΩ ǎƻƳŜ 
gullible Negroes and pocketing the money they paid him. None of those made 

masons by John Batt on 6 March 1775 are recorded as being members of the lodge 
in the registers of the Grand Lodge of Ireland. I do not say that this is what 
happened, merely that it is possible. On the other hand the difficulties of 
communication with Dublin in the middle of a civil war were enormous and the 

fact that Prince Hall and his friends were not registered in Dublin is, in itself, no 
proof that their admission was not perfectly regular.5 
 
It is of interest that Prince Hall offers no expression of gratitude to John Batt, to 

British Lodge No. 58 or to Irish Lodge No. 441 in any of his letters or charges. This 
is exactly the outcome one might expect if the second scenario occurred.  If Batt 
worked alone, Prince Hall would have become aware that Batt was a scoundrel and 
would have had no cause to thank him. Also if Batt worked alone, Prince Hall 

would owe nothing to Lodge 441.6 
 

 
Years of Prince Hall Freemasonry (Charles T. Powner Co., 1979), C.H. Wesley, Prince Hall, Life and Legacy, 2nd ed (United 

Supreme Council, Southern Jurisdiction, Prince Hall Affiliation, 1983. 
3 S. W. Clark, The Negro Mason in Equity (M. W. Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons for the State of Ohio and Its 

Jurisdiction [Prince Hall], 1884). 
4 H. W. Coil and J. M. Sherman, A Documentary Account of Prince Hall and Other Black Fraternal Orders (Missouri Lodge 

of Research, 1982), 24-28. 
5 G. Draffen, ΨPrince Hall FreemasonryΩ AQC Vol.89. (1977), 70-91. 
6 J. B. Williams. The Prince Hall Story Revisited. (California: The Iris Group, 2020), 51-54. 
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Masonry was originally, what it is mainly today, a social institution; intended for 
those who daily mingled in the ordinary walks of life, in business, in pleasure, and 

in the family circle; into which it is not credible that anyone of the Negro or any 
other of the inferior races, could have been admitted. 
 
That Negroes have of late years been admitted into Lodges of Free Masons is due, 

it is believed, to the sympathy which has been excited for them by anti-slavery 
societies generally, and particularly by those of the United States; and that any were 
admitted during the revolutionary war by traveling Lodges belonging to the British 
Army, was due to the feeling which existed at that time against American patriots; 

a proceeding entirely at variance with the object of the formation of such Lodges, 
they having no right to confer the degrees upon any citizen or resident of the 
county in which they might be sojourning, but only upon members of the army to 
which such Lodges belonged.7 

 
There are also published books, papers, pamphlets, and reports by those in support of Prince 
Hall Freemasonry as regular:  

 
John Batt, a Sergeant in the 38th Foot Regiment was in charge of the initiation.8 

 
When the military Lodge which initiated Hall and his group left Boston on March 
мтΣ мттсΣ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻŘƎŜΣ .ǊƻΦ WΦ .Φ .ŀǘǘ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀ άǇŜǊƳƛǘέ ƻǊ 
dispensation which permitted them to meet as a Lodge and to conduct certain 

ceremonies; to assemble in their capacity as Freemasons for the purpose of 
ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ōǳǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜŀŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ άǇŜǊƳƛǘέ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǾŀƭƛŘ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘΣ 
issued in accordance with the well-established custom of the day. It was regular and 
legal in every particular and followed well-established Masonic usage.9 

 
The claim has been made that an Irish military Lodge had no right to initiate 
civilians. From 1768, that was the Irish rule where, and only where, there was an 
LǊƛǎƘ ά¢ƻǿƴ [ƻŘƎŜΦέ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻƴŜ ǎǳŎƘ ƛƴ .ƻǎǘƻƴΦ 9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴΣ ƛǘ 

would not have affected the status of a candidate although the Lodge which 
violated the rule might have been punished. There was no such English rule until 
1815.10 

 
7 ΨwŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ bŜƎǊƻ aŀǎƻƴǎΩ, Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Alabama (Montgomery AL, 1876). 
8 C. H. Wesley, Prince Hall, Life and Legacy, 2nd ed (United Supreme Council, Southern Jurisdiction, Prince Hall Affiliation, 

1983) 
9 D. A. Cass, Negro Freemasonry and Segregation: An Historical Study of Prejudice Against American Negroes as Freemasons, 

and the Position of Negro Freemasonry in the Masonic Fraternity (E.A. Cook, 1957). 
10 Negro Freemasonry: A Consideration of the Subject of Negro Freemasonry, Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Masons in 
Massachusetts at its Quarterly Communications on 12 March 1947 (Boston MA, 1947). 
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That if they were made Masons, it was in an Army Lodge without proper authority. 

It is already established that they were made Masons in an Army Lodge. Now let us 
see if an Army Lodge was an unauthorized, unusual, or illegal body of Masons. If 
not, then the second objection falls. 
 

We are told, however, that we have not yet touched the point; that the lack of 
authority lies in this. That in 1773 the Massachusetts Grand Lodge placed this 
ƭƛƳƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǳǇƻƴ ŀƭƭ !ǊƳȅ [ƻŘƎŜǎΥ Ψ¢Ƙŀǘ ŀƴ !ǊƳȅ [ƻŘƎŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ aŀǎƻƴ 
of a Civilian, without express authority and permission from the Grand Lodge 

ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǿƘƻǎŜ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳƳƻǊŀƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΦΩ .ǳǘ ǿŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ 
of these Provincial Grand Lodges had any jurisdiction over this Army Lodge, and, 
therefore, had no right to make any limitation as to its reception of candidates.11 
 

This antagonism took the form of questioning the legitimacy and regularity of 
Prince Hall Lodge, of raising a doubt in the minds of members of the fraternity as 
to the soundness of the legal Masonic status of this Negro Lodge, whose founder 
had cleverly put it over his white brethren by obtaining from the same source as 

they, authority to organize according to Masonic usage a lodge of Negroes in 
Boston, and by the same token to grant warrants to any other body of Negroes who 
might in future desire to be set apart as a Masonic lodge in any part of America.12 
 

On March 6, 1775, Prince Hall and 14 other free colored men were initiated in 
Boston by Army Lodge No. 441 of the Irish Constitution and the British Army. It 
was a perfectly legitimate initiation by an army lodge. They did not violate any 
doctrine of the exclusive jurisdiction for two reasons: There was no such doctrine 

at that time. It is purely an American invention, and it did not become established 
until many years after that time. The second reason that there were then, and 
continued to be during the period of the organization of the Prince Hall Grand 
Lodge, two Grand Lodges in Massachusetts. One of them was originally established 

as a Provincial Grand Lodge by England, and the other originally established as a 
Provincial Grand Lodge by Scotland.13 

 
The Brothers of Prince Hall grand jurisdictions automatically associate Batt with 

the creation of African Lodge No. 1, which started their legacy.  He and the members of the 

 
11 G. W. Crawford, Prince Hall and His Followers: Being a Monograph on the Legitimacy of Negro Masonry (New York: The 

Crisis, 1914). 
12 J. E. Bruce, Prince Hall, the Pioneer of Negro Masonry: Proofs of the Legitimacy of Prince Hall Masonry (New York: Hunt 

Printing Co., 1921). 
13 'Excerpt from Grand Masters' Conference, February 1948,' New England Craftsman, Vol. XLIII, No. 2 (April 1948), 48. 
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Irish military Lodge No. 441 are viewed as heroes in the fight for equality in Freemasonry. 
This paper will discuss the enigmatic personality of Sgt John Batt, a member of the military 

Lodge No. 441 under the Irish Constitution who is attributed with the initiation of fifteen 
men of colour that springboarded into African Lodge No. 1, and what is known as Prince 

Hall Freemasonry today. A comprehensive view of the facts surrounding John Batt and 
military Lodge No. 441 embedded within the 38th Regiment of Foot will be examined from 

the perspective of his complexity as a mercenary, an opportunist, and a hero.   
These details will support the realignment of the history of African Lodge No. 1 to 

March 6, 1778, instead of 1775, based on current research and examination of the early 
Prince Hall archives.  The oldest documents recorded in the archives of African Lodge No. 

1 are 6 March 1778, which is a Register of the fifteen members of African Lodge No. 1 and 
the Minutes of the initiations on that date.14 As this coincides with the time that Batt had 

returned to Massachusetts after his discharge from the British Army and enlisted to the 
opposing Continental Army, the traditional narrative that the lodge was organized in 1775 

when the military Lodge No. 441 and the regiment were present in Boston is challenged. It 
shifts instead to 1778 after both the regiment and the lodge had permanently left; as the 

archives of African Lodge No. 1 do not contain any documents dated between 1775-77. 
The orthodox history is published by the Prince Hall Grand Lodge of 

Massachusetts, which states the following: 
 
On March 6, 1775, Prince Hall and 14 men of color were made masons in Lodge 
#441 of the Irish Registry attached to the 38th British Foot Infantry at Castle 
William Island in Boston Harbor, Massachusetts. It marked the first time that 
Black men were made masons in America. About a year later, since the conflict 

between England and America had commenced, the British Foot Infantry left 
Boston, along with its lodge, leaving Prince Hall and his associates without a lodge. 
Before the lodge left, Worshipful Master .ŀǘǘ ƎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀ άǇŜǊƳƛǘέ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ŀǎ ŀ 
lodge and bury their dead in manner and form. This permit, however, did not allow 

ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀƴȅ άƳŀǎƻƴƛŎ ǿƻǊƪέ ƻǊ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ ¦ƴŘŜǊ ƛǘΣ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ 
Lodge was organized on July 3, 1776, with Prince Hall as the worshipful master. It 
ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƭƻƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƻŘƎŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ άǇŜǊƳƛǘέ ŦǊƻƳ tǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ 
DǊŀƴŘ aŀǎǘŜǊ WƻƘƴ wƻǿŜ ǘƻ ǿŀƭƪ ƛƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ 5ŀȅΦ15 

 
 This account has been amplified across the world as the established narrative of the 
momentous occasion that a lodge composed entirely of men of colour was created in 

 
14 J. L. Hairston and E. O. Alleyne, Landmarks of Our Fathers: A Critical Analysis of the Start and Origins of African Lodge 

No.1 (Seattle WA: The Quill and The Sword Publishing, 2016). 
15 Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, African Lodge 459.  Available at: https://www.princehall.org/african-lodge-459/. 
(Accessed: 23 December 2025). 

https://www.princehall.org/african-lodge-459/
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anglophone North America for the first time in history.  Incidentally, between 1778 to 1792 
there were at least nineteen free men of colour recorded as initiated into various Masonic 

lodges across the francophone Caribbean colonies of the Americas.16  However, it is without 
question that these men in Boston set the standard by which future generations of men and 

leaders were provided the opportunity to become Freemasons against tremendous odds that 
included systemic and abject racism.17  This experience has been bluntly catalogued:  

 
From jibes in newspapers, such as the 'St Black's Lodge' article in a Boston paper in 

мтунΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ϦƴƛƎƎŜǊŘƻƳ ƛƴ ǊŜƎŀƭƛŀέ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ tƻƳŜǊƻȅϥǎ 
Democrat of 1871,18 to the official organs of mainstream American Freemasonry 
which legislated as recently as the 20th century against the admission of candidates 
other than free-born white men, racial prejudice is well documented.19 

 
We cannot see how any Committee, qualified to examine the subject of Negro 
Masonry, by being fully versed in the history, jurisprudence and irregularities of 
ϦǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘέ CǊŜŜƳŀǎƻƴǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǇŜǊƛƻŘǎ 

of the organized Craft, could but recommend recognition from a Masonic 
standpoint. In fact more than once, as we have pointed out, has this been done. The 
reasons why the Grand Lodges of Negro Freemasonry have not been recognized, 
then, must be found outside of the Masonic sphere. These reasons are social ones. 

The Negro Freemasons have not been recognized because they are Negroes. It is 
neither a question of purely Masonic nature or only one of color. It is based on the 
social system of this country and thus it will rest until the system is changed.20 
 

There are certain bodies of colored men, Africans, in the States of the American 
Union, at the South as well as in the North, whose members claim to have got hold 
of some of the secrets, and profess to practice the rites of Masonry. They have no 
legitimate claims, and with an individual exception, as we believe, make no pretence 

to legitimate descent or authority from regular Grand Lodges. Many of those in the 
Southern States as we are informed, are slaves, all are blacks and mulattoes. They 
have no Masonic connection with, because they are not recognized by the Masons 
in this country. They are, as stated, mostly slaves and the descendants of slaves, 

 
16 E. O. Alleyne, 'The Eighteenth-Century Black Masonic Experience in the Americas', Freemasonry and the Enlightenment: 
The 1723 Constitutions (Cambridge, UK: Lewis Masonic, 2024).  
17 L. Bridgen, Lifting as We Climb: The Emergence of an African Canadian Civil Society in Southern Ontario 1840-1901 

(University of Waterloo, CA, 2016), 128-130. Available at: http://hdl.handle.net/10012/11002.  
18 'Pomeroy's Democrat,' vol. III, no. 35 (26 Aug. 1871), 8. J.A. Walkes, 'Niggerdom in Regalia,' The Phylaxis Journal, 2, No. 8 

(1976); 3 No. 1 (1977); 3 No. 3 (1977). 
19 T. Pope, Australian New Zealand Masonic Research Council Harashim issue 73 January 2017. M.R. Delany, The Origin and 

Objects of Ancient Freemasonry, Its Introduction into the United States, and Legitimacy Among Colored Men: a Treatise 

Delivered Before St. Cyprian Lodge, No. 13, June 24th, A.D. 1853, A.L. 5853 (Pittsburgh: W.S. Haven, 1853). 
20 H. V. B. Voorhis, Negro Masonry in the United States (New York: Emmerson, 1940), 47-48. 

http://hdl.handle.net/10012/11002
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between whom and the whites there is an irreconcilable and irradicable repugnance 
to social equality. A persistent attempt to enforce this equality would be very likely 

to result in the destruction of Masonry in the United States, or in a war of races; 
ending in the extermination of the negro race.21 
 
Respecting negro Masons, it behooves us to speak with unabated breath. In the 

palmiest days of royal despotism the hand of Douglass was his own, and never will 
Southern Masons acquiesce in the overthrow of ancient landmarks, subjecting 
them to the necessity of meeting upon the level with their former slaves.22 
 

As the result of that [a committee report in 1876] and of cognate reports, the 
following standing resolution was adopted, and which is now prominent in our 
laws: 
 

This Grand Lodge does not recognize as legal or Masonic any body of negroes 
working under their charters in the United States, without respect to the body 
granting such charters, and they regard all such negro Lodges as clandestine, illegal 
and unmasonic; and, moreover, they regard as highly censurable the course of any 

Grand Lodge in the United States which shall recognize such bodies of negroes as 
Masonic Lodges.23  

 
Despite being the historic target of such abhorrent prejudice and Masonic segregation, the 

seeds that sowed diversity and resiliency traced from the first members of African Lodge No. 
1 up to the current Prince Hall grand jurisdictions are undeniably linked to Sgt John Batt, a 

member of the 38th Regiment of Foot. 
 

The 38th Regiment of Foot 

The detailed activities of Lodge No. 441 have mostly escaped research scrutiny due to a lack 
of available primary sourced documents, such as minutes or lodge proceedings, but it is well 

established that the lodge was embedded within the 38th Regiment of Foot. Examination of 
the Regiment will reveal its extensive movement for military engagements during this period.  

Serving as more than a proxy for lodge records, this fills in important gaps of knowledge with 
the actual experiences of the enlisted men and members of the lodge during the American 

Revolutionary War. For example, muster rolls were ideally prepared every six months for 

 
21 Circular Letter from the Grand Lodge of New York to the M.W. Grand Lodges and Grand Orients of North and South 

America and Europe. Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of New York, North America. 

(1860), 104-105.   
22 ΨwŜǇƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƻƴ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ /ƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴŎŜΣΩ DǊŀƴŘ [ƻŘƎŜ ƻŦ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ όмутлύΦ 
23 Ψ!ǊǘΦ осΣ aŀǎƻƴƛŎ [ŀǿǎ ƻŦ ¢ŜȄŀǎΩ, Grand Lodge of Texas (1876). 
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British regiments, serving to provide meaningful information about each soldier's career.24 
This confirms why the traditional narrative must be shifted to 1778, as Lodge No. 441 and 

the Regiment were not present in Boston when Batt personally conducted the masonic 
initiations on Prince Hall and the others.   

The 38th Regiment of Foot was established by Colonel Luke Lillingston at Lichfield, 
Staffordshire, in 1705, subsequently stationed in Ireland the same year. In 1707, it was sent 

to the West Indies, where it served as land troops and marines in Antigua for more than fifty 
years. It returned to the British Isles in 1764, before being posted to Boston, Massachusetts 

in July 1774, consisting of approximately four-hundred and fifty officers and soldiers, sixty 
wives and several children25. The 38th Regiment of Foot was involved in the first military 

engagement of the American war at Concord and Lexington, Massachusetts in April 1775. 
It remained in North America during the start of the American War of Independence 

(1775ς83) and fought throughout the conflict, most notably at Bunker Hill, Massachusetts 
(1775) and Brandywine, Pennsylvania (1777).  

Most British regiments serving in America were composed of ten companies. At the 
beginning of the war, the established strength of each company consisted of thirty-eight 

private soldiers, two serjeants,26 three corporals, one drummer and three commissioned 
officers. During the war the company size was increased twice, then reduced again in the 

closing years.27 An account by John Studholme Brownrigg, a member of the 38th Regiment 
and Lodge No. 441, in 21 June 1775 gives a flavour of the conflict: 

 
Camp on the Heights of Charles Town. 

 
Studholme Brownrigg, Ensign 38th Regt., to Lieutenant General Hodgson. (Copy 

 Extract).  
 
The 17th inst., about 11 o'clock, under the command of Major-General Howe, we 
came from Boston to the opposite shore of Charles Town, in boats, to attack and 

take possession of the heights surrounding it, on which were two redoubts28, one a 
very large and strong one lately made by the rebels and manned with three thousand 
men and two pieces of cannon; three pieces more were very advantageously planted 
behind a fence on a flat to the right of the rear of the redoubt; on our 

 
24 D. N. Hagist, ΨJohn Edwards, 38th Regiment has the knee bucklesΩ Journal of the American Revolution (15 February 

2015).  Available at: https://redcoat76.blogspot.com/2015/02/john-edwards-38th-regiment-has-knee.html. 
25 D. N. Hagist, ΨIŜΩŘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ōŜ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎΧΦΩ Journal of the American Revolution (21 February 2014).  Available 

at: https://allthingsliberty.com/2014/02/hed-rather-be-painting. 
26 Historically some regiments used, and some still use, Serjeant rather than Sergeant.  The rank is the same. 
27  D. N. HagistΣ ΨCƭŀƴƪ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎΣ оуǘƘ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘΩΣ мф !ǇǊƛƭ мттр. British Soldiers, American Revolution blog. (31 December 

2009) Available at: https://redcoat76.blogspot.com/2009/12/flank-companies-38th-regiment-19-april.html  
28 A Redoubt is a temporary military shelter in which soldiers can hide while they are fighting. 

https://redcoat76.blogspot.com/2015/02/john-edwards-38th-regiment-has-knee.html
https://allthingsliberty.com/2014/02/hed-rather-be-painting
https://redcoat76.blogspot.com/2009/12/flank-companies-38th-regiment-19-april.html


  JOHN BATT 

 

 

9  Ars Quatuor Coronatorum 

 

disembarkation the battalions formed in two lines, and the corps of Light Infantry 
and Grenadiers flanked to the right and left. A strong breastwork ran down the hill 

from the redoubt, on our right the cannon played and we advanced slowly up the 
hill. Two frigates that lay to the left of the town of Charles Town kept up a fire on 
the redoubt, as did a battery of 24 pounders from Copse Hill in Boston, but made 
no breach in it, as the rampart was very thick.  

 
When we got within about five or six hundred paces they gave us a very heavy fire 
of cannon and small arms for about ten minutes which we received without firing 
a shot, but it being repeated with the greatest vigour we were obliged to retreat 

about twenty paces, but immediately rallied and carried the redoubt by storm. Our 
loss indeed has been very considerable several officers killed and wounded, about 
200 privates killed and 400 wounded , but we are a little reconciled to it by being 
fully convinced that the loss of the rebels is as great if not greater. When the first 

redoubt was taken, the second, which was about half a mile further, made little or 
no resistance; near 100 of the rebels are taken prisoners. We are now encamped and 
have thrown up a strong entrenchment and two redoubts in our front. It is a pity 
our numbers would not permit our going on to Cambridge that day, as it is the 

strongest hold they have in the Province, and where they have almost all their 
artillery. The town of Charlestown was burnt by carcases from Copse Hill battery 
during the action. The rebels have now retreated to a hill about two miles from us, 
where they are entrenching themselves. I have enclosed you the disposition of the 

troops on that day as well as I could recollect it, by which you will judge of General 
Howe's great abilities.29 

 
After the Battle of Bunker Hill, a rare but costly success for the British, General Howe made 

a final evacuation of Boston on 17 March 1776, with the regiment deploying north to 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, where, along with the rest of the British army, it spent a full two 

months to recuperate and regroup.  It then transferred to Staten Island, New York in July of 
1776, and on embarking left behind soldiers who were discharged or judged unfit. The 

regiment was intensely mobilized and joined in a series of battles in the 1776 New York 
Campaign, and across the region, before finally evacuating New York City in 1783.  After a 

brief stay in Halifax, Nova Scotia, the regiment returned home to England.30 
 

 
29 Eleventh Report: Appendix. The manuscripts of the Earl of Dartmouth (United Kingdom: H.M. Stationery Office, 1887). 
30 Muster Books and Pay Lists (WO 12/5171-5172): 38th (1st Staffordshire) Regiment of Foot: 1775-1789.  The National 

Archives, Public Record Office, Kew, England.  Referenced from the Loyalist Collection. Available at: 

https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/record/muster-books-and-pay-lists-wo-125171-5172-38th-1st-staffordshire-regiment-foot-1775-
1789.   

https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/record/muster-books-and-pay-lists-wo-125171-5172-38th-1st-staffordshire-regiment-foot-1775-1789
https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/record/muster-books-and-pay-lists-wo-125171-5172-38th-1st-staffordshire-regiment-foot-1775-1789
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Fig 2: 1781 British Map of NYC and Surrounding Area31 
 

Military Lodge No. 441 
Lodge No. 441 was chartered as a military lodge by the Grand Lodge of Ireland on 4 July 
1765. Being members of the 38th Regiment of Foot, the petitioners were Matthew Tucker 

(Worshipful Master), William Murray (Senior Warden) and Thomas Matthews (Junior 
Warden).  The Lodge added eight additional Brothers on 7 October 1765: Richard 

Woollett, William King, John Clisby, James Martin, John Young, George Forster, Henry 
Carnes, and Robert Johnston. William Barrett, John Ewing joined on 24 June 1767. William 

Oulton Crofsor joined on 14 December 1769, and Lieut. George Davison on 4 July 1770.   

 
31 J. Bew, 1781 Chart and Plan of the Harbour of New York & the Country Adjacent, from Sandy Hook to Kingsbridge, 

Comprehending the Whole of New York and Staten Islands, and Part of Long Island Sound & the Jersey Shore: And Shewing 
the Defence of New York Both by Land and Sea (Metropolitan Museum of Art. NY, 1781). 
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Eighteen new members were registered on 2 May 1771. They were Capt. Hugh 
Magennis, Capt. William Crosbie, Lieut. Nathaniel Phillips, Capt. William Laurence Coker, 

Lieut. John Howse, Lieut. John Otho, Lieut. John Campbell, Ensign William Myers, Lieut. 
John Laurence Boyd, Ens. Francis Johnston, Ens. Thomas Scott, Lieut. William Sutherland, 

Hugh German, John Batt, John Barchel, Noah Stott, Thomas Nicholson and Neal Cairns. 
On 5 June 1771 Michael Lilvey and William Milne joined.   

 

 
 

Fig 3: Membership list of Lodge No. 441, Archives of the Grand Lodge of Ireland 

 
 .ȅ нп WǳƴŜ мтусΣ [ƻŘƎŜ bƻΦ ппмΩǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƘŀŘ ƎǊƻǿƴ ǘƻ ŦƻǊǘȅ-seven members 

with the addition of Jason Watson, Alexander Frazer, Thomas Bigger, William Browne, 
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Lieut. D.H. Boyd, George Fenton, William Kent, Thomas Rofs, John Studholme Brownrigg, 
Andrew Mitchell, William Goodair, Thomas Croker, J.B. Campbell, Hyde Bromwick, 

Thomas Cooke and Joseph Wyhtman. 
¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǇŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊŀƴŘ [ƻŘƎŜ ƻŦ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ [ƻŘƎŜ bƻΦ ппм ǎƘƻǿǎ 

ΨbƻΦ ппм .ŜƛƴƎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ CǊŜƴŎƘΣ ŀ 5ǳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜǊŜƻŦ ǿŀǎ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊƴŀƳŜŘ 
.ǊŜǘƘǊŜƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ сǘƘ ƻŦ !ǳƎǳǎǘΣ мтфрΦΩ32 Those members registered were John L. Borland 

[No. 52 in the Register], Thomas Bigger, William Berrell, John Wilshire, George Pigott, 
Alexander McClean, Gilbert Todd, and George Jervis. These eight names highlight a 

membership shift in just nine years as several of the previously noted names, including Batt, 
were no longer part of the Lodge or Regiment when the duplicate was requested.        

Eight years later, on 7 May 1803, there was further growth in membership with the 
addition of Alex Dunlop, Edward Miles, John Evans, Jason Bailie, Henry Mason, Val. 

Shipton, M.C. Trayne, Hon. John Thomas Fitzmaurice Deane, Robert Brady, Michael 
hΩCŀǊǊŜƭƭΣ Thomas Burrowes, John Nugent, John Rutherford, William Abbott, Jason Taylor, 

George Burleigh, Arthur Chichester W. Crookshanks, Donald McFarlan, Alexander 
Fullerton, Jason Annesley, Stephen Prendergast, Thomas Southall. Benjamin A. Watson 

[No. 83 in Register] is entered on the register on 23 September 1803.   
 

 
 

Fig 4:  Page 2 of Membership list of Lodge No. 441, Archives of the Grand Lodge of Ireland 

 
32 Register of Members for Lodge No. 441. 1771-1803. Archives of the Grand Lodge of Ireland. 
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 The Grand Lodge of Ireland possesses no archival records noting the activity of the 
lodge while in Boston, except for a modern era acknowledgement surrounding the legendary 

ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ [ƻŘƎŜ bƻΦ ппмΩǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƭƻŘƎŜ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜŘ ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ ƻŦ !ŦǊican 
Americans in Boston. However, none of records before or after Boston show or corroborate 

Sgt John Batt serving as the Worshipful Master. As we know, the lodge had left Boston with 
the evacuation of the regiment in March 1776 after the battle on Bunker Hill and had 

relocated to Nova Scotia.  
After leaving Nova Scotia, the lodge followed the regiment to New York where it 

played a role in uniting several military lodges into the first Provincial Grand Lodge in that 
state even whilst it was engaged in several military battles. A convention of lodges was called 

on 23 January 1781, which was attended by twenty-nine representatives of seven lodges. Past 
Master James McCuen of Lodge No. 169, presided, and after the convention was called to 

order, organized into a Grand Lodge. 
The Lodges that were present and assisted in the formation of the Provincial Grand 

Lodge of New York on December 5, 1782 were No. 169; No. 210; No. 212; No. 52 in Her 
Majesty's 37th Regiment of Foot; Moriah No. 133 in Her Majesty's 22nd Regiment of Foot; 

No. 213 in 44th Battalion of Royal Artillery; No. 215 in 2nd Regiment of Anspach Bayreuth; 
No. 441 Irish held in Her Majesty's 38th Regiment and Sion Lodge under dispensation in 

Her Majesty's 57th Regiment.  
¢ƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊŀƴŘ [ƻŘƎŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ άƘŜŀƭƛƴƎέ33 of Master Masons 

from the Premier Grand Lodge. For example, St. John's Lodge made application, and the 
Master and Wardens were admitted in the Grand Lodge and initiated into the Antient 
Grand Lodge mysteries. On March 13, 1783, the Grand Lodge granted its first warrant in 

New York City to Concordia Lodge No. 634 in addition to warranting several subsequent 
lodges.  

 
The Lodges connected with the military units quartered in New York City were 

dominated by the Antient, and these now had the field practically to themselves. 
The leading Lodge was No. 169 of "Antient York Masons." It held a warrant as a 
British Field Lodge, under which it had been constituted, while located in Boston, 
on July 13th, 1771. The warrant emanated from the Antient Grand Lodge of 

England. On the evacuation of Boston, in 1776, No. 169 followed the British 
military forces to New York. Here it saw the opportunity of uniting the several 
military Lodges now located in the city into a Provincial Grand Lodge. 
Accordingly, it called a convention of the Lodges, which opened, on January 23rd, 

 
33 Healing is the process of legally recognizing or validating the membership of a Mason who may have joined through improper 

means as defined by a Grand Lodge. 
34 W. J. Hughan, and H. L. Stillson, History of the Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons, and 
Concordant Orders (Boston and New York: The Fraternity Publishing Company, 1892). 
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1781, under the warrant of No. 169. There were present twenty -nine 
representatives of seven Lodges. 

 
Past Master James McCuen, of No. 169, presided. After the object of the gathering 
had been explained, the convention organized as a Grand Lodge "in ample form". 
James McCuen was elected temporary Grand Master. A permanent formation was 

agreed upon, and officers were elected, as follows: the Rev. William Walter, M. A., 
of No. 169, Grand Master; John Studholme Brownrigg, of No. 441, Senior Grand 
Warden; the Rev. John Beardsley, of No. 210, Junior Grand Warden. Information 
of the proceedings was transmitted to the Antient Grand Lodge at London, with a 

request for authority to make the organization legal and permanent.35 

 
In his acceptance letter of the election, Brownrigg wrote36: 

 
 New York, February 13, 1781. 
Sir:  

Give me leave to return my sincerest thanks for the honor you and the other 
brethren of the Lodge, 169, have conferred on me, by electing me Senior Warden 
of a Grand 
Lodge, to be established in this country. The pleasure I must feel on so flattering a 

mark of distinction is much abated by a sense of my great inability to discharge so 
important a trust. But permit me to assure you, I shall always use every endeavor in 
my power to promote the good of the craft, and to acquit myself of the unmerited 
appointment bestowed on me to the utmost of my knowledge.  

I have the honor to be, with respect, sir, your most obedient and very humble 
servant and brother, 
J. S. Brownrigg 
 

 
 

Figure 5: Record for the Provincial Grand Lodge Warrant for New York, Archives of the Antient 
Grand Lodge of England, ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ .ǊƻǿƴǊƛƎƎΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ 

 
35 O. H. Lang, History of Freemasonry in the State of New York (New York, United States, 1922). 
36 C. T. McClenachan, History of the Most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons in New York, from 
the earliest date. Vol 2 (New York, 1892). 
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On October 10th, 1781, Lodge 215 was given a dispensation from abroad to be 

instituted and held in the Second Regiment of Anspach-Bayreuth, which was then 
stationed in New York City. Five months later, the Lodge was constituted by the 
officers of the inchoate Provincial Grand Lodge, who were empowered to represent 
the mother Grand Lodge on this occasion, "for three hours only." A record of the 

transaction was later embodied in the proceedings of the Grand Lodge at London. 
A certified copy of this extract was delivered to John W. Vrooman, Grand Master 
of Masons in New York, at the time of his visit to London, in 1889, by the Grand 
Secretary of the United Grand Lodge of England, and it is now reposing in the 

archives of our own Grand Lodge. The record closes with this information: 

 
All matters relative to this Constitution being completed, the Grand Officers 
aforesaid, in the name of the Most Noble Prince John, Duke of Atholl, G.M., 

proclaimed the New Lodge duly constituted, No. 215, registered in Grand Lodge 
Book, volume 8, Letter H, to be held in the Second Regiment of Anspach-
Berauth.37 

 

!ǎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ [ƻŘƎŜ bƻΦ ппмΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƛƴ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΥ 
 

The Grand Lodge issued a call for a meeting at Roubalet's Assembly Rooms on Dec. 
5, 1782. The meeting was well attended, and its proceedings seem to have been 
marked with a good deal of genuine enthusiasm. What might be described as the 

roll call showed the following present. It really contains, so far as we know, the first 
Grand Lodge record in the State in which the subordinate Lodges stand out in clear 
and individual relief: 
 

The Right W., the Rev. William Walter, Grand Master. 
The Right W., John Studholme Brownrigg, Senior Grand Warden. 
The Right W., the Rev. John Beardsley, Junior Grand Warden. 
 

Bro. Ellerington, PM  Lodge No. 52, Ancients, 37th Regiment of Foot. 
Bro. Jennings, SW 
Bro. Scott, JW 
 

Bro. Harvey, M.  Moriah Lodge, No. 133 (Scotland), in 22d Regiment of Foot. 
Bro. Grant, PM 
Bro. Douglass, pro SW  

 
37 O. H. Lang, History, 61. 
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Bro, Hanault, pro JW 
 

Bro. Cunningham, M. St. Andrew's Lodge, Lodge No. 169. Ancient York 
Masons, in New York. 
Bro. McCuen, PM 
Bro, Campbell, SW 

Bro. Kerr, JW 
 
Bro. Hudson, M., pro tem. (Solomon's Lodge) Lodge No.212, Ancient York 
Masons, New York 

Bro. Lynch, PM 
Bro. Courtney, SW 
Bro. Harrison, JW 
 

Bro. Watson, M.  (Temple Lodge) Lodge No. 210, Ancient York Masons in New 
York. 
Bro. Collins, PM 
Bro. Jenkins, SW  

Bro. Gregg, JW 
 
Bro. Fife, M. Lodge No. 213, Ancient York Masons, held in 4th Battalion, 
Royal Artillery. 

Bro. Stokes, PM 
Bro. Crawford, SW 
 
Bro. Streight, M Lodge No. 215, Ancient York Masons, held in 2nd Reg. of 

Brandenburgh Anspach. 
Bro. Scheoff, SW 
 
Bro. Fowler, M.  Lodge No. 441, Registry of Ireland, held in 38th Regiment. 

Bro. Nicholson, PM 
Bro. Woollett, PM 
Bro. Campbell, SW 
Bro. Gibson, JW 

 
Bro. Gillespie, M. Sion Lodge, under Dispensation in His Majesty's 57 th 
Regiment 
Bro. Hughston, S. W. 

Bro. Ault, J. W. 
 
The Lodge being duly opened the first business in order was the reading of the 
document which constituted the Provincial Grand Lodge and gave authority for 
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the proceedings then instituted and all that might be done thereafter by the body 
it called into being.38 

 
New York, largely under control by Royalists sympathizers, was the remaining 

stronghold of the British forces. As such military personnel and officers were in a constant 

state of movement and transferal, resulting with direct impacts on the leadership of the 
Provincial Grand Lodge. 

 
In May 1783, James McCuen resigned the Deputy Grand Mastership; Archibald 

Cunningham, of No. 169, became his successor. Joshua Watson, the Grand 
Treasurer, having been ordered to Halifax, Junior Warden Kerr, of No. 169, was 
chosen in his place. On June 5th the Rev. John Beardsley resigned, intending to 
leave the city, and William Cock, Master of No. 210, was elected Junior Grand 

Warden. The new officers were installed on St. John Baptist Day. 
 
November 25th, 1783, had been fixed upon by the victorious American Army as 
the day when the British troops were to evacuate New York City. In anticipation 

of this memorable event, a "Grand Lodge of Emergency" was held, on September 
19th, to discuss the propriety of "leaving the Grand Warrant in New York City." It 
was finally resolved that the Warrant should "remain in the care of such brethren 
as may hereafter be appointed to succeed the present Grand Officers, the most of 

whom are under the necessity of leaving New York upon the removal of His 
Majesty's troops. 
 
The Rev. Dr. Walter, who was chaplain of De Lancey's 3d Battalion, was compelled 

to leave for Nova Scotia. He presented his resignation from the Grand Mastership 
on September 19th, 1783, and took affectionate leave of the Lodge and Brethren.39 
 
Brother John S. Brownrigg, Senior Grand Warden, acquainted the Grand Lodge 

that as he should leave this city, probably before their next meeting, he begged leave 
to resign his office, which he accordingly did in terms of great respect and affection 
for the different Lodges in this jurisdiction. The Senior Grand Warden's chair 
being now vacant, Brother Patrick McDavitt was unanimously elected Senior 

Grand Warden, after which he was installed and vested with the jewel of his office. 
 
Brother Archibald Cunningham, Deputy Grand Master, having since the last 
meeting of the Grand Lodge embarked for Nova Scotia, the Grand Master called 

 
38 P. Ross, A Standard History of Freemasonry in the State of New York: Including Lodge, Chapter, Council, Commandery 

and Scottish Rite Bodies (United States: Lewis Publishing Company, 1899). 
39 O. H. Lang, History, 69-71. 



OSCAR ALLEYNE 

 

 

Volume 139, 2026   18 

 

upon Brother Brownrigg to fill the Chair during his residence in the city, which he 
accepted. 

 
It was then resolved that the thanks of this Grand Lodge be given to the R. W. 
Brother Brownrigg, late Senior Grand Warden, for the faithful discharge of the 
duties of his office, not only by a regular attendance in the Grand Lodge, but in 

supporting the reputation and dignity of the Ancient Craft on every occasion. 
 
In addition to the above, it appears the Grand Pursuivant, Woollett, resigned, and 
the two Grand Deacons Clarke and Roome, having announced their intention of 

leaving the city, their positions were filled by Brothers Miller and Templeton of 
Lodge No. 169.40 

 
The British regiments and their military lodges departed, leaving behind Lodges No. 

169, No. 210, No. 212, St. John's No. 4, Hiram No. 5 and Union No. 8 in New York City. 
This led to the end of the Antients Provincial Grand Lodge41 and its conversion into the 

sovereign and independent Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of New 
York by 2 June 1784.    

 

 
 

Fig 6: The last boatload of the British leaving New York in 178342 

 
40 C. T. McClenachan, History of the Masons in New York, 22-23. 
41 Known colloquially as the Atholl Provincial Grand Lodge after the Antients Grand Master, the Duke of Atholl. 
42 The Miriam and Ira D. Wallach Division of Art, Prints and Photographs: Picture Collection, The New York Public Library. 

The last boat-load of the British leaving New York. (1883) Available at: https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/510d47e1-
2bfd-a3d9-e040-e00a18064a99  . 

https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/510d47e1-2bfd-a3d9-e040-e00a18064a99
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/510d47e1-2bfd-a3d9-e040-e00a18064a99
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The movement of Lodge No. 441, embedded within the 38th Regiment of Foot, can 
therefore be tracked from Boston in 1776 to Nova Scotia and then to New York where it 

remained until 1783.  However, after the regiment moved from Nova Scotia to New York,43 
Batt subsequently returned to Massachusetts independently.  British military records 

prepared in New York on 12 July 1776, show that Batt remained garrisoned in Halifax, Nova 
Scotia. He is next recorded as officially discharged from the 38th Regiment on 23 February 

1777. 
Ten months after his discharge, Batt joined forces with his former adversaries in 

battle, essentially becoming a mercenary soldier for hire when he enlisted with the 
Continental Army. Showing a residence in Falmouth, Massachusetts, he enlisted in William 

EŘƎŜƭƭΩǎ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƻƴ нс 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мтттΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŜƛƎƘǘ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƻŦ 
service and detailing that his previous military service with the British had expired. 

 
Batt, John, Falmouth.  Return of men enlisted into Continental Army from Capt. William 
9ŘƎŜƭƭΩǎ ŎƻΦΣ уth Worcester Co. regt., dated Westminster, Dec. 26, 1777; residence, Falmouth; 

ŜƴƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƻǿƴ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ όŀƭǎƻ ƎƛǾŜƴ ²ŜǎǘƻƴύΤ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ /ŀǇǘΦ [ǳƴǘΩǎ ŎƻΦΣ /ƻƭΦ IŜƴƭŜȅΩǎ 
ǊŜƎǘΦΤ ŜƴƭƛǎǘƳŜƴǘΣ у ƳƻƴǘƘǎΤ ƳǳǎǘŜǊŜŘ ōȅ bŀǘƘŀƴƛŜƭ .ŀǊōŜǊΣ aǳǎǘŜǊ aŀǎǘŜǊΤ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ άǘƛme 
ŜȄǇƛǊŜŘΦέ44  

 

 
 

Fig 7: 1776 Muster Rolls of the 38th Regiment. 

 
43 The Muster Rolls of the 38th Regiment of Foot. British National Archives. 
44 Massachusetts soldiers and sailors of the Revolutionary War: a compilation from the archives. Vol 1 (808) (State Library of 
Massachusetts Digital Collections, 1896). Available at: http://hdl.handle.net/2452/122025.  

http://hdl.handle.net/2452/122025
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Fig 8: 1777 Muster Rolls of the 38th Regiment. 
 

Early American military records identify that Joseph Dunckerley played a role in 
recruiting John Batt as a non-commissioned officer in the Continental Army on 20 February 

1778. In his new position as Adjutant (a military officer who acts as an administrative 
assistant to a senior officer), Dunckerley received financial compensation for enlisting Batt 
to his previously held rank of Sargeant.  He was also a former member of the 38th Regiment 

of Foot who was recorded by the British Army as a deserter on 19 January 1776.   
 

 
 

CƛƎ фΥ wŜŎƻǊŘ ƻŦ 5ǳƴŎƪŜǊƭŜȅΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŜƴƭƛǎǘƛƴƎ WƻƘƴ .ŀǘǘ. 

 
Despite his acceptance by the Americans on the battlefield and in the Masonic lodge 

room, Dunckerley remained concerned for his personal safety if he were to encounter the 
former British military that he defected from. He submitted the following letter of 
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resignation to General George Washington, dated 3 May 1778, from Boston just a few 
months after recruiting John Batt:  

 
Since the commencement of Hostilities, through Principle, I Absconded from the British 

!ǊƳȅΦ {ƛƴŎŜ !ŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ŘƧǳǘŀƴǘŎȅ ƻŦ /ƻƭΦ IŜƴƭŜȅΩǎ wŜƎǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ tǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ²ǊƻǘŜΣ ǘƻ 
my Friends in London; by whose Interest, I Expected a Discharge from the British Army; 
ōǳǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ wŜŎƛŜǾΩŘ ŀƴ !ƴǎǿŜǊΦ  

 

The Unequal Chance I Run, by Appearing in the Field: (If made a Prisoner) according to 
the Law of Nations I must Expect immediately Death. I therefore intercede with Your 
Excellency to accept of my Resignation. If I Should Receive a Letter from London with my 
Discharge, the Zeal I have for America will Oblidge me to Appear with Pleasure in the 

Field.45  

 
After his resignation from the Continental Army, Dunckerley remained in Boston 

where he pursued a career as a painter of portrait miniatures and silhouettes. Dunckerley had 
ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ CǊŜŜƳŀǎƻƴ ƻƴ мм Wǳƭȅ мттс ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘΦ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ [ƻŘge 

in Boston, where he served as Senior Warden in 1778. He rented a home from fellow Lodge 
member, Paul Revere and in 1784 they were charter members of a new lodge named the 

Rising States Lodge under the independent Massachusetts Grand Lodge. Dunckerley was 
listed as Grand Marshal on 24 June 1784. 

 

 
 

CƛƎ млΥ му {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мтттΣ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘΦ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ [ƻŘƎŜ ƛƴ .ƻǎǘƻƴΣ aŀǎǎŀŎƘǳǎŜǘǘǎΦ 

 

 
45 'From George Washington to Major General William Heath, 20 May 1778,' Founders Online, National Archives. Available 

at: http://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/03-15-02-0168Φ  {ƻǳǊŎŜΥ Ψ¢ƘŜ tŀǇŜǊǎ ƻŦ DŜƻǊƎŜ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ 
Revolutionary War Series, vol. 15, MayςWǳƴŜ мттуΩΣ ό/ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜǎǾƛƭƭŜΥ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ tǊŜǎǎΣ нллсύ, 171ς2. 

http://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/03-15-02-0168
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Notwithstanding, the occurrence of desertions during this period of conflict was nuanced. 
In August 1774, Lieutenant William Sutherland of the 38th Regiment and a member of 

Lodge No. 441 investigated and detained a soldier named Luke Murphy charged with 
desertion. The court martial proceedings revealed that the soldier was only attempting to 

procure liquor.   
 

! ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊ ǿƘƻ άŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ tǊƛǎƻƴŜǊ ƛƴ /ƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ !ǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ 
!ŎŎƻǳǘǊŜƳŜƴǘǎέ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ 
ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΣ aǳǊǇƘȅ ƘŀŘ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ άŦƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ 9ȄŀƳǇƭŜ 

ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅƳŜƴέ ōy deserting and that he fully understood his enlistment 
obligations and was determined to fulfil them.46 

 

Captain Hugh Magennis of the 38th Regiment and a member of Lodge No. 441 
wrote about the issue to his brother in Ireland in December 1774: 

 
¢ƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ ōŀŘ ǘŜǊƳǎΣ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ Ŏǳǘ ƻƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǘƘǊƻŀǘǎΦ ²Ŝ 
often see here in the English papers accounts from America, not one of which 

contain a word of truth; they mention a great deal about the desertion from our 
troops, some are gone off, but not the tenth part of what they say, for our whole 
army, consisting of 105 companies, have not lost 120 men, although the people 
make use of every stratagem to make them desert, and supply them with horses and 

carriages to go off.47 
 

An analysis of his commentary revealed: 
 

Maginis's complaint is proven legitimate by muster rolls. The ten companies in the 
38th regiment had 20 desertions from the time of their arrival in Boston in June 
1774 until the end of that year; they did not occur at a steady rate, but included 5 

in July, 8 in September, and only one or two in each of the other months. 
Extrapolating to 105 companies yields a figure similar to Maginis's. Whether this 
was a high or low rate of desertion is a matter of perspective.  
 

It is notable that some men listed as having deserted before 19 April 1775 managed 
to rejoin the army later in the war and brought tales of having been coerced away 
or even kidnapped. It is difficult to determine whether these were factual reports 

 
46 D. N. Hagist, Ψ[ǳƪŜ aǳǊǇƘȅΣ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ DƛōōǎΣ ŀƴŘ {ŜǊǾŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ оуǘƘ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘΩ British Soldiers, American Revolution 

blog. (13 January 2010) Available at: https://redcoat76.blogspot.com/2010/01/luke-murphy-william-gibbs-and-

servants.html 
47 D. N. HagistΣ ΨtƘƛƴŜŀǎ .ŀƪŜǊ ŀƴŘ IŜƴǊȅ 5ǊŜƴƴŀƴΣ оуǘƘ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘΦΩ British Soldiers, American Revolution blog. (1 October 
2010) Available at: https://redcoat76.blogspot.com/2010/10/phineas-baker-and-henry-drennan-38th.html 
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or alibis designed to avoid punishment for desertion. After hostilities broke out in 
earnest on 19 April, desertion decreased significantly; the 38th regiment lost only 

3 men to desertion from 19 April to the evacuation of Boston in March 1776. 
Whether the decrease was due to martial spirit or to the city being closed off from 
the countryside is debatable.48 

 

Some British deserters took advantage of the opportunity to enlist in the 
/ƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘŀƭ !ǊƳȅΣ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜōŜƭ ŎŀǳǎŜ ŀǎ ƛƴ 5ǳƴŎƪŜǊƭŜȅΩǎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ōǳǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ 

advantage of the bounty and subsistence that the military might offer.49 Others absconded to 
reunite with love interests or to find their fortune in areas where they knew the British Army 

would not actively pursue them.  One example was Richard Brunton50, a member of the 38th 
Regiment of Foot who deserted in June 1779 from his post in New York to settle in Boston 

as an engraver before delving into criminal activity.   
 
Boston was a good choice of destination for Brunton. The British Army had 
evacuated the city in 1776, and he could move about safely and even use his own 
name. He knew the city well and still had contacts there in the trades who might 

help him secure work as an engraver and dye sinker.51 

 
It was under this climate that John Batt opportunistically switched sides by joining 

the Continental Army where he also became ranked as a Sergeant but ultimately, he deserted 
on 10 June 1778. This is evidenced from the compiled service records for the regular soldiers 

of the Continental Army, and for the militia, volunteers, and others who served with them. 
The records are arranged under the designation "Continental Troops" or a state name, then 

by organization, and then alphabetically by a soldier's surname.  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
48 Ibid. 
49 D. N. HagistΣ Ψ5ŜǎŜǊǘŜǊǎΥ WŀƳŜǎ bƻǊǊƛƎŜΣ мтǘƘ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘΦΩ British Soldiers, American Revolution blog. (31 May 2009) 

Available at: https://redcoat76.blogspot.com/2009/05/deserters-james-norrige-17th-regiment.html. 
50 D. N. HagistΣ ΨwƛŎƘŀǊŘ .ǊǳƴǘƻƴΣ оуǘƘ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘΣ 9ƴƎǊŀǾŜǊΦΩ British Soldiers, American Revolution blog. (24 June 2015) 

Available at: https://redcoat76.blogspot.com/2015/06/richard-brunton-38th-regiment-engraver.html. 
51 D. M. Child, Scoundrel, Artist, Or Both? The Tale of an American Folk Artist.  Antiques and Fine Arts Magazine (Autumn, 

2015) Available at: https://www.incollect.com/articles/richard-brunton-folk-artist-counterfeiter. 
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Fig 11: Continental Troops, Henley's Regiment, John Batt52 
Records consist of card abstracts of entries relating to each soldier.    

 

 
 

Fig 12: Muster Roll of 18 April 1778, where John Batt is listed as a member and officer of Colonel 

IŜƴƭŜȅΩǎ ǊŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ WƻǎŜǇƘ 5ǳƴŎƪŜǊƭŜȅ ƛǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ !ŘƧǳǘŀƴǘΦ 

 
52 Compiled Service Records of Soldiers Who Served in the American Army During the Revolutionary War (1894 - ca. 1912, 
documenting the period 1775-84).  Available at the National Archives: http://www.archives.gov. 
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CƛƎ моΥ ну aŀȅ мттуΣ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǇǘ ƻŦ ǿŀƎŜǎ ŦƻǊ /ƻƭΦ 5ŀǾƛŘ IŜƴƭŜȅΩǎ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ  
of non-commissioned Officers and Privates with John Batt listed with the rank of Sarjeant. 
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Fig 14: Descriptive list of Non-Commissioned Officers and Privates who deserted Col. David 
IŜƴƭŜȅΩǎ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ Wŀƴ мттт ŀƴŘ !ǇǊƛƭ мттфΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ {ŀǊƎŜŀƴǘ WƻƘƴ .ŀǘǘ ƛǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŘŜǎŜǊǘŜŘ 

by 10 June 1778. 

 

WƻƘƴ .ŀǘǘΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƛŜƴǘ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ 
African Lodge No. 1 do not contain any documents dated between 1775ς1777.  This fact 

challenges the traditional narrative that the lodge was organized in 1775 when the military 
Lodge No. 441 and the regiment were present in Boston and shifts instead to 1778 after both 

the regiment and the Lodge had permanently left the area.  The oldest archived dates 
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recorded are 6 March 1778, which is a Register of the fifteen members of African Lodge No. 
1 and the Minutes of the initiations on that date.53 This is in direct parallel with the time 

that Batt had returned to Massachusetts and was serving on the Continental Army.  
The Minute record lists the fees collected by Batt for making Prince Hall and the 

others into the various three degrees of Freemasonry:  
 
ΨaŀǊŎƘ сΣ мтт ώǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƛƭƭŜƎƛōƭŜ ŘƛƎƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎƛǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ άуέϐ DΦ ƳŀǎǘŜǊ .ŀǘǘ 
wose made these brothers: Prince Hall, Cyrus Forbes, Bristen Slenzer, Thomas 
Sanderson, Prince Taylor, Cato Spear, Boston Smith, Peter Best, Forten Howard, 

Prince Reed, John Carter, Peter Freeman, Benjamin Tyler, Cuff Buffom, Richard 
¢ƛƭƭŜȅΦΩ   
 

 
 

Fig 15:  6 March 1778, record from the Archives of African Lodge No. 1, Boston, MA. 

 
53 J. L. Hairston and E. O. Alleyne, Landmarks of Our Fathers: A Critical Analysis of the Start and Origins of African Lodge 

No.1. (Seattle WA: The Quill and The Sword Publishing, 2016). C. H. Wesley, Prince Hall, Life and Legacy, 2nd ed (United 

Supreme Council, Southern Jurisdiction, Prince Hall Affiliation, 1983) 34, 87. H. W. Coil and J. M. Sherman, A 

Documentary Account of Prince Hall and Other Black Fraternal Orders (Missouri Lodge of Research, 1982) 25-29. 
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The total amount of money paid to Batt for the initiation fees was listed as twenty-

five Guineas which are itemized as fifteen for the Entered Apprentice degree (calculated as 
one Guinea for each candidate), seven for the Fellowcraft degree (calculated as one Guinea 

each for seven candidates), and three for the Master Mason degree (calculated as one Guinea, 
eleven shillings and six pence each for two candidates).  

.ȅ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ [ƻŘƎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜŘ [ƻŘƎŜ ƛƴ 
Boston, Massachusetts adopted the following Regulations or By-Laws on 24 October 1733:  

 
Secondly. NO BROTHER shall be admitted a Member of this Lodge unless all the 

Members Present are unanimous as aforesaid, and upon his or their admission shall 
pay twenty shillings, as also their Quarteridge, agreeable to a former vote, (so many 
Lodge nights as is past of that Quarter to be first discounted) and shall consent to 
the By-Laws and Regulations of this Lodge by subscribing their names to the same. 

 
Tenthly. ANY MEMBER that proposes a Candidate, if voted or Balloted in, the 
member that proposed his friend, shall immediately deposit fourty shillings, in the 
hands of the Cashier, which shall be Allow'd as part of the Making, provided the 

candidate attends at the time he is proposed to be made, but if the candidate does 
not attend as aforesaid, being duly warned, the said Fourty shillings shall be 
forfeited and spent, and not allowed as part of that making.54 

 

On Wednesday 7th April 1740, a committee provided the following report in 
support of a fee increase for all candidates to the Lodge: 

 
The Lodge being open'd, the Committee appointed Last Lodge Night, to prepare 
a Remonstrance to lay before the R. W. Master and Brethren of this Society, were 

Introduced in due form; and Order'd to Present the same; Bro. T. Moffatt, one of 
the said Committee, was desired to Read it, in the Audience of the R. W. Master 
& Brethren; and, after due Attention Voted, Nemeni Con55: that the Said 
Remonstrance be Ingross'd in the Book, and to pass into a Law, that, for the Future, 

the Premium to be paid by Candidates, at their Initiation, to be Ten Pounds. 
 
We, your Committee, are convinced that if the sum paid by Candidates was fixed 
at Ten Pounds, it would not prevent any man of merit from making Application; 

on the Contraryτwould invite, and induce them, inasmuch as it would discourage 
those of mean Spirits, and narrow, or Incumbered Fortunes from Solliciting to 
Enter with Us; both which are Inconveniences which We cannot carefully enough 

 
54 New England Freemason, Vol. I, No. 2, (February 1874), 82.   
55 Nemine contradicente ƳŜŀƴǎ Ψƴƻ ƻƴŜ ŘƛǎǎŜƴǘƛƴƎΩ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ Ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǳƴŀƴƛƳƻǳǎ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘΦ 


